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Holdings, House-spots and Dwelling-houses

Rolanda Delphine Williams

Tnis thesig examines the origin and subsequent development of Lhe
torantry syslLem in Barbados. The cegal aund sccial framework = wilich
agricultural terancies, housing Lenancies and tenancies of house-spots
operate is exarined. Business tenancies nave not been addregsed sirce
Lo d laras exlent, they are not regulated by legislacior.

The tenantry system which deve oped aftor cmancipation was a
TEERLNEEe To an anticlipatoed labour shortage on Lhe vlantations . A
repressive  system was  developed which gucceaded in rendering the
senante submissive Lo the wili of the blanters. Througn Lhe VOArE
prantation Dousing Tenantries ragged behind other resident g’ dreas o
terms of development and insecurity of termire was thelr hailmarkx. With
the advent of scrial democratic goverrmenl, Lthere wasg a CONL iy
effor: o provide greater security of tenure [0r tenants and gencrally
Lo dmplement s rural development policy in rezpect of thom.

Tre Law of landlord and tenanl was once requlated by the Jaw of
sontract but has now become more a maLter of status than contracr . The
Lirst meve was made inm 1956 with the introduction of :ihe Security of
Tenure of Small Holdings Act, iCap. 237, which provides a & imi-ed form
a0 security of tenure to tenants of agriciliural tenancies and Tenants
ni hoose spots.  Further provigions  for security  of  Lenure  were

P

lenantries Control Ace, tlap. 239 . The highozt forr

irntroduced by che
¢f  szourity of  tenure, rhat is, lepaseho'd enfranchisement  was

introeduced in 1980 in respect of house-spots and agriciltural rananciss

oy  the Tenantriecs Freennld Purchase Act, {Cap. 23987 and  the
Acricuitural Heldings Option Lo curchase; A, Hlao. 221

respoctively. It should be notad thay —he Terantries Frechold Purchage
ACU has boen renumbered. To provide for Lhe actual linplementat ion of
rura’l developrent, the Tenarcries Beveloprent Act, (Cap. 23CA) was

introduced.



