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Take it from me
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You'll certainly agree!!
Just taste a few of these delicious goodness.

ORANGE CREAM BUTTER JUMBLES
PEANUT COOKIES GINGER GEMS

The Jamaica Biscuit Co., Lid.
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sills, Brick and Cement
Paths.
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and Transparent.

THE 18 H.P.

VELOX

‘Vauxhall

Endorsed by experienced motorists

. for its outstanding performance, exceptional comfort
and good economy, this sturdy, roomy four-seater is de-
sngned to meet every requirement for safe, smooth motor-
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MODERN

HINA is an old country with a rich and
ancient culture. Long before the wesi-
ern world she had achieved a high degree
of learning and scholarship, but modern
education as known today /is for China a
matter of only around eighty years. It may
be said to have started in 1862, some fifty
years before the Republic wheén the first
foreign language school was ‘established in
Peiping under the Manchu dynasty. Of
course, previous te this sechools opened by
missionaries. were in existence and it is in-
teresting to note that one of the first mis-
sionary ssehools was established in 1844 in
Ningpo as a girls’ school. After 1862 gov-
ernment .schools sprang up in succession,
but without any comprehensive plan.

In those early days modern education
meant the mastery of foreign languages
and the learning of western military and
industrial technique. This was thought to
be a short step to wealth and power. Be-
sides language schools, therefore, naval and
military academies were among the first to
be organized, closely followed by spasmodic
efforts in founding vocational schools.

The first serious effort in modernizing
Chinese education was not made, however,
until 1901 when the Government promul-
gated an educational system for the estab-
lishment of elementary and secondary
schools in the provinces and a university in
the capital. This was followed in 1905 by
the discontinuation of the old civil service
examination system and the establishment
of a Department of Education in the same
year.

Another significant development was
the sending of scholarship students to the
United States with the indemnity funds re-
turned by America, and from 1909 to 1911
altogether 180 were in three groups who
after their return to China made import-
ant contributions to the modernization of
China.

It should be noted, however, that the
earliest government scholarship students
were sent to America as far back as 1872
with subsequent groups also sent to Europe
and Japan. Since 1909 the sending of
scholarship students abroad has been a
regular part of the educational programme
and the number of Chinese students, both
government and private, seeking further
education abroad probably surpasses that of
any other country.

With the establishment of the Republic
and with the scholarly liberal Tsai Yuan-pei
as the first Minister of Education, education
in China received a great impetus. The
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school system as started in 1901 un-
derwent thorough reform and compre-
hensive sets of regulations wers »romulgated
during the first two years of .ne Republic.
Schools of all grades showed rapid increase
Traditional regard and respect for the old
type of scholar gradually shifted to admir-
ation and enthusiasm for the new educa-
tion. The “renaissance movement” in 1919,
popularly known as the May 4th Movement.
released new energies and quickened the
tempo of the quest for modern knowledge
By this time the influence of returned
students was spreading in all directions
and in 1922 the educational system was fur-
ther revised and has remained fundament-
ally the same up to the present.

During this period from the establish-
ment of the Republic to 1927, the year of
the advent of the National Government in
Nanking, progress in education was serions-
ly affected by political instability and i.-
cessant wars. There were no regular bud-
gets for education and the payment of
salaries of teachers was always in arrears.

The ten years from 1927 to 1937 was
the golden period for modern Chinese edu-
cation. The educational budget became
an important item in the national expend-
iture. More schools and universities were
established. The Academia Sinica and
the National Peiping Research Academy, the
two highest research institutions in Chin:
came into being. 'The American Rocke-
feller-endowed Peking Union Medical Col-
lege also made its full impact not only on
modern medicine but also on experimental
science in general. The standard of teach-
ing in all grades of schools was raised con-
siderably and the standard of the best uni-
versities compared favourably with the
West .

The rapid progress China was making
in every direction was interrupted in 1937 by
the Sino-Japanese War. During these
eight years of war China’s education suf-
fered greatly. The trek of the Chinese
schools from the coastal areas to the in-
terior is a glorious page in the history of
Chinese education, but the loss of equip-
ment and libraries together with the block-
ade which prevented communication with
the outside world except by air, and general
difficulties of life forced down pre-war stan-
dards by one to two years. This is in some
way compensated by the raising of the
standard of education in the interior which
hitherto had been backward and less pro-
gressive. PFurther, the number of univer-
sity and middle school students was nearly

doubled, and with the intensified covern-
ment programme of popular education. the
percentage of illiteracy dropped by 20.12
per cent, adding to the number of literates
by 45,750,897 persons.

Besides the lowering of standard. there
is another ill effect of the war common in
a large degree to countries directly affected
by war, that is, social unrest and moral de-
terioration. Education cannot escape its
social environment and this has resulted in
some loss of the urge to seek knowledge and
learning on the one hand and the dissipa-
tion of energies in other directions than
study. In the latter case, the intrusion
of politics in education has been a brewer of
trouble and discontent. However, the
hardships of war, especially for those
students cut off from the financial support
of their families, have awakened in the
students a spirit of independence and self-
reliance. Students today are much more
alert, practical and challenging

It should be here pointed out that the
Government, in spite of the heavy financial
burdens of the war did its best in support-
ing the needs of education Reference has
been made to the campaign to wipe out il-
literacy which necessitated large appro-
priations. In order to enable students to
carry on their studies, huge sums were de-
voted to providing free tuition, room. board
and incidental expenses to hundreds of
thousands of needy students Even up to
the present, the Government is supporting
60 percent of the university students, con-
stituting a heavy burden on the educational
budget.

The end of the war in 1945 brought
Chinese education into another stage which
iIs not yet over, that is, a period of rehabil-
itation and recovery The first immediate
task was the transportation of 64,067 uni-
versity and 42,400 middle school students.
teachers and their families from the in-
terior back to their former locations, or as
in the case of middle schools that were es-
tablished during wartime, to their respect-
ive province. This was a tremendous job
especially as the means of communications
were limited, but by airplane, steamer, junk
and all sorts of conveyances, it was com-
pleted in one and a half years as originally
planned. By the summer of 1947, with the
exception. of a few unavoidable delays owing
to the Communist occupation of certain
areas, all these schools were settled down
and had commenced their work .

(Continued on'page 8)
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and settling me carefully down I
on terra firma, opened the door ;5
like trained lackeys, and waved ||
me into the office. I
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THESE

[ FASS

By S. H. C.

T}lls week we enter the sacred
precinets of the Domino
slammers and borrow a phrase
for our title “I 'Passl”

therefore decided to make the
attempt. As I entered the gate
of the depot I noticed that the
staff was lined up to form a

The inspector at the desk look-
ed up from his massive pile of
papers waved me to a chair, and
said:

o 5 1 1

I replied in the same foreign

HOT DAYS

refreshing and
invigorating Drink.

S —

THE ANNUAL trek to ‘home
sweet home’ began a fortnight
ago when every other day cars
went out to the airport to meet
degree aspirants as they came

By I. C. Evre Ting

of waiting their hearts will be
probably twice their normal size.

% * *

THERE has been as much excité-

g](:}sze ti‘;oabﬁi?lwo;gs mezg;i?fe i;; ’;u.l.l;d il TmIn Oui'i self. “this i Ll | o WINES \. home one by one from the States ment the past two weeks over
a lot of Shasiration iof - BsaD- '+ pak T salu 12(1:1 rirgryadih v “Found the boys a bit playful, ¢ STOUTS | for the Summer holidays. A year folks going away as well as over
: oy ! £aE,usL (bh. We vh gt I daresay” he continued, re- or two away is the most some of those coming back. There is
pointment and similar ignoble ST 5 ul RERT ; e AERATED WATERS : ; y g ;

biots oideined tn thil aipie I was actually feeling cheerful lapsing into English. them would like to stand. Being safety in numbers so three young
emotions contained in that simj as I drove up to the apparent ¢ SYRUP etc. homesick is as annoying as any misses went off blithely on a holi-

declaration. Yet under certain
circumstances, one of which I
shall describe, there is an over-
tone of triumph in it, a note of
exultation, a simple song of re-
lief and of joy. But all this is
jumping the gate a little bit.

leader of the outfit.

“Morning Georgie!”

“So it is,” replied this worthy.

“Wha him seh him stop ya
for?” enquired one menial of his
neighbour. ’

“A bit!”

“Hope you didn’t mind too
much. You see, they know this
car. It was in last week. It
needed brake pedal rubbers and
the wind-screen wipers had to be
fixed, everything else was 0.k.

I was so relieved to hear that

Manufactured by
THE DIAMOND MINERAL

Water Co., Ltd.

othler sickness and one can be
very lonely even in a college of
8,000 students. Coming home
every Summer helps to make the
college years pass by quickly.

* * *

OUR Artist student came home

day joint to Panama last week.
Panama is quite an exciting place
so there should be plenty of ad-
venture in store for them. A
much bolder young lady has gone
all by herself for a three months’

I looked in askance at the R [ holiday in Canada. And the last
i They had been betting the yard Y ] ;

haé/etlllliznt?'u'oi)ar:sléffﬁ:klfidmm:i:nct:z leader of the brigade. ‘surper’ that four of them could / 1. Perfect A MOVIE guuicta fan could have is a young matron who has a

he coul;i xiot leave his orﬁcé ldur—‘ “Go straight ahead and then Jift it, so finally he took them on, 1 3 Colour io'algﬁd up hl: camera and gone heavy schedulg all .n'lapped out of

ine the times at which the Traf- just when you reach that shed, and they have been waiting since 4 '2 Perfect 0 the airport any of these dffxys places she W'lll v%sxt from New .

& : : turn to your right. The dump is for the car to come in for the ; ; v to record some very interesting York to California. To all of — If breast milk fails, start feeding your baby with
{i.c De?(’t‘ Kai Opel; A Ezammar; just over there. They will take finals. I personally thought that Cutting moments  of happy. reunions them we wish happy holidaying. ‘GLAXO’ Infant Food...planned for happy progress i
jon of vehicles. agreed, muc : x als. : =
to my later sorrow. gi‘he milk of care of it for you.” it would do no harm, especially 3. Perfect ngggdifihec;f:::osfain?” Jllléletbs * . * mppl;‘e; ;ilo;::rgzgc& of body-building elements, neces~
human kindness flowed in strong “Just a minute pretty boy, this since the boy’s had been through Brilliance indfe bR clithing awaym}co hiz BIRTHDAY parties also took the MOtrder 2 e
currents through my noble veins, baby isn’t being junked, she’s be- a tough time checking thousands 4. Flawless hilhrt P cotet limelight last week-end. A few .
and it ended up on my lips where I’ passed.” - of faulty vehicles, and anyway, 7 Quality g persons last Sunday had barely
it curdled into a smile. “Noooo!” There was & world of Tom is a good sport.” * * * time to rush from one in Liguanea :

to another in town. One was to

“Sure Tom, no trouble at all—
besides I happen to be at a loose
end this morning.”

He rose and went to the coat
room for the key. When he re-
turned I asked:

incredulity packaged in that
simple single word. He said it as
I had thought only Charlie Mc-
Carthy could say it.

HE attendants had meanwhile

Tom’s one item of rolling stock
had made the grade, that I en-
joyed the laugh as well as any-
body else.

looking very trim and bright and
if you look through her portfolio
of art work you know that she
must have had a very busy college
year. Among her works are can-
vas oil paintings, book-jackets

celebrate a coming-of-age and
was well attended by the sweet
sixteens who are naturally the
ones most interested in such in-
stances of ‘attaining their ma-
jority.”

THE WORLD'S GREATEST BABY FOOD
Distributors—BRYDEN & EVELYN LTD.

i ! broken ranks and were push-
Is' the Di);i”ge parked in ‘the ing the car in the direction their GRO(ERIB GUARANTEED PERFECT designs, magazine illustrations, * * * IHE DOMINION “FE MSURAN(E (OMPANY
Ia?f};s 113153% £ boss had indicated to me. Con- Ild IN EVERY WAY! etc., all of which would do credit FOR inglorious defeats the C.A.C.

"Wlet (;lé’e' old it?” versation with my genial host be- d pOPUl AR JEWH.I.ERY to any artist, commercial or De_rhap§ will never record any-

S5 BATE D oH. A9 i came increasingly difficult, as I PROVIS'ON f)thervvlse. I feel sure we are go- thing like it again in the field of Says

“Oh, ages ago! I have a little was wheeled decisively away. SIORE u'D ing to hear a lot more of her. softball and table-tennis as dur-

“struggle buggy” now. Here’s the 1 yelled for them to sto ; Get Your e ing the past fortnight. In q feast : : 3 ;
stop, but 2 9 feas Y X 23 s N

Key.” i ng ety Supply of 116 Harbour Street, Kingston. * % of errors they lost a match in Give your boy or girl a real start with a Life Insurance

In my surprise I almost dropped I screamed similar requests at from ONE. of the arrivals. laat  week softball by a score that looked SR 3
. 3 : : B ; Estate. Establ 7 ‘ates ar YN i
it. Bent in a slightly different, the rapidly diminishing figure of : - Sal{-nndsed s qtnrastias on Her- 1 0Ore like basketball. In table- blish it now when rates are low-—-it will
and certainly in a less compli- the boss man but it was ‘no soap’ DANIE]L‘ L L, self after discovering that she tennis the score was what was S b e Sl Of thrith. thrbtiph planned

] hn

cated way, the article which he
handed me could have safely
been marketed as a common
paper clip. And in reply to my
look of enquiry, he confirmed this
suspicion.

Then my presence of mind re-
turned. I drew up the hand
brake.

“Whooooops ” They reared like
a horse held with a tight rein. I
orinned. That’ll settle them

Wholesale Provision Merchant
12 Beckford St., Kingston
"Phone 2688.

had exposed herself to a very
contagious disease, namely,
mumps. This was pretty harsh
treatment for her young man who
had been making all sorts of pre-
parations to meet her. Precau-

called a ‘maximum defeat’. Any-
way we fall to rise again another
day.

An old woman was asked for
the secret of her long life and

saving. Call or write, we will give you the details of

this Character Building Plan.

: Brother, but I was wrong. You'll tion is better than cure and our placid disposition. S
ltuok my plaé'e behind tbhetwheell never guess just how wrong I was GRAND NEWS ! ; hero could do nothing else but 84id sho’. . “Mrhien ok wilks. ald GERALD MAIR - Branch Manager
: and hoped for the best. at that. " obey instructions. They say ab- walks slow; when ah sets, ah sets : y
knew as I started the engine that They lifted the little car bodily SRR i) heart grow  leoke: #nd twhen ah wortes, ab LISTER MAIR -— Supervisor of Agents
the chances of having this me- ff the ground and proceeded M P fonder so after this long period sleeps.” A. D. DeLEON — Special Representative
: LR R : sent

chanised garbage pail passed

palanquinwise with yours truly

F 133 Tower Street, Kingston.

MONEY TRANSFERS TO HONG KONG & CHINA.

Come to the Royal Bank of Canada, Kingston Branch, to arrange
the transfer of money to Hong Kong and China. Remittances
to Hong Kong in dollars or sterling are made by mail, draft or
cable without Government permit. Money sent to other parts
of China on the authority ¢2 the Finance Board.

THE ROYAL BANK OF CANADA

Kingston. Branch— H. J. Evennett, O.B.E., Manager
Montego Bay Branch— W. A. Jemmott, Manager.

rested entirely on the mercy of majestically relaxed in the front
the court. ' geat. However, before they
In friendship’s fair name, I reached the shed, they halted

BUBBLE GUM
Only 1d each!

Obtainable Everywhere

Travelling Representatives:— Cecil 8. Burke, H. D.

———"

Hutchinson, W. Thompson, C. R. Scott, J. A. Wil-

PR, liams. C. H. Hutchinson, R: J. Calder, A. H. Durrant,

CHIN YEE & CO.,LTD.

63 Princess St., Kingston
Phone 3067.

Wm. St.B. Hall, Dennis' Mair, B.Comm., M S. Hol-

linsed, Norman Senior, E. P. Hylton.
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Miss Lily Hoo, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Henry Hoo, of Lin-
coln Rd., Cross Roads, returned
from the States for the Summer
holidays on Saturday, June 11.
Miss Hoo has been studying fine
arts at the Pratt Institute of Art
in New York for the last three
vears.

* L -

Also returning to the Island
for the Summer holidays last
week were Miss Betty Chin Yee,
Miss Blossom Chin Yee and Mr.
Herbert Chin Yee. Betty has just
completed her Junior year at In-
diana University in Bloomington,
Indiana: Blossom has finished her
first year at Carrol College in
Wisconsin, Milwaukee while Her-

bert was at Tri-State College in-

Indiana.

The Misses Joyce and Christine
Chin, daughters of Mr. and Mrs.
James A. Chin of Montego Bay
returned from college in the
States on Saturday, June 18. Joyce
has just received the degree of
B.Se¢. from Simmons College, Bos-
ton, Mass. Christine has com-

pleted her Sophomore year at
North

Smith College, Hampton,

Mass.

Miss Lucy Chin, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Chin Henn Beowy
of Stony Hill also returned to the
Island for the Summer holidays
arriving here on Saturday, June
18. She received her B.Sc. de-
gree from the University of Illi-
nois last Summer and during the
past year has been taking a post-
eraduate course in Sociology at
New York University.

. - .

The Misses Joyce and Fay Lyn,
daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Maurice
Lyn of Mandeville, and Miss Mar-
guerite Chin Fook, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Chin Fook
of Sav-la-Mar left here last week
for a month’s holiday in Panama.
They will be the guest of Mrs.
Eustace Lee. Mrs. Lee paid a
brief visit to Jamaica with her
husband about a month ago.

Miss Dorothea Chinn, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. David Chinn, left
for Canada on Tuesday, June 21
for a three months holiday. Doro-
thea who is with the Agricultural
Loan Societies Board will be
spending time with friends there
and hope to visit many of the re-
sort places in Canada as well as
the States also.

Mr. Yuan Si-chen, headmaster
of the Chinese Public School. left
by plane for San Francisco on
Tuesday, June 21. Mr. Yuan who

b ; ! \ N

SINCLAIR’S (::ARA(::I:83

31% Hanover St., Kgn. Phene 3
!'hel?s are no “ifs” or “buts” abeut It—
goed service prevents many break-
downs!
OUR NEW SHOWROOM CARRY
A LARGE STOCK OF SPARE PARTS
AND SUPPLIES FOR ALL MAKES OF

CARS.

SIGN

QUALITY

of esso of

Do Your Wheel Bearings
Need Repacking ?

This impertant SERVICE Must Not

Be Neglected!
See Your ESSO Dealer Today for

a Check-up. He will repack your
Wheel Bearings with

ESSO BEARING GREASE

' Designed Specially to handle the
Tough Job of Lubricating Wheel Bearings.

Esso Stanparp O

SYMBOL

SERVICE

has been exhibiting some of his
painting in San Francisco will
be back in about two months’
time.

- - .

Mrs, Egerton Chin Loy left for
New York on Thursday, June 23
for a short holiday in the States.
While in New York she will at-
tend the wedding of her brother-
in-law, Dr. Arthur Chin Loy,
whose marriage to Miss Esmee
Chai will be solemnized at the
Church of Blessed Sacrament
Rectory on Saturday, June 25.

Mr. and Mrs. Horace Chang gave
a birthday party for their son,
3-year-pld Albert, on Saturday,
June 18 at their home at 4 Star-
light Avenue. The children spent
the afternoon playing games and
enjoying donkey rides and re-
freshments. A buffet supper was
served later in the evening to the
older guests.

- Ll .

Mr. Louis Chang, Jr., celebrated
his 21st birthday with a party at
the home of his parents at 1 Mal-
vern Avenue on Sunday, June 19.
The guests spent a very enjoyable
time dancing. Buffet supper was
served later in the evening fol-
lowed by more dancing until a
late hour.

Mr. Wilson Chong, B. Arch,,

has been invited by the Univer-
sity College of the West Indies to

If it is

JUNE 25, 1949.

take over classes in architecture
vacated by Mrs. Patricia Wills’,
ARIB.A. sudden departure to
England. Remaining lecture
items will be Prefabrication, Hos-
pital, Stores and Community
Centres.
- - L

The Annual Reunion Dinner of
the Alpha Academy Alumnae As-
sociation will take place at the
Myrtle Bank Hotel on Saturday,
July 2, 1949 at 7.30 p.m. Reser-
vations may be made not later
than June 29th with Mrs. S. De-
Souza, Fifth Avenue Shop, 116
Harbour Street, Miss D. Chen,
Alphg Academy, Miss V. Young,
19 Haining Road.

* * *

Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Nuken
Shim announced the birth of a
son in Thursday, June 16.

* * *

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Chai also

announced the birth of a son last
Tuesday, June 21st.

In the Table Tennis Competi-
tion both the Junior and Senior
teams sustained losses during the
past fortnight’s competition. The
Seniors lost to Y.M.C.A. by 7-0.
The Juniors lost to Cambridge
(B), 4-3; YM.CA. (A), 6-1;
Hollywood (B) 6-1. The second
round in the competition will
follow immediately after the con-
clusion of the first round:

(Continued on page 14)

BUILDING MATERIALS - THEN IT'S WEBSTER

We carry a complete stock of—
Lumberrysmngles & Builder Hardware and invite your

enquiries.

WEBSTER LUMBER CO., LTD.

S

11 King St., 38 Port Royal St. & Breezy Castle
Lumber, Hardware, Estate & Household Supplies
Tels: 3114 and 2553
“Webster for Lumber and Hardware.”
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THE TEA
FLAVOUR

7 West Street, Kingston

OF UNRIVALLED

KONG'S COMMERCIAL AGENCIES

“BLUE CROSS”

BEST CEYLON
TEA

From Select Tea Leaves
AND QUALITY

Tel. 2664
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KING'S BIRTHDAY HONOURS
LIST

It has brought great pleasure
to all in Jamaica to hear that
His Excellency the Governor, Sir
John Huggins, K.C.M.G., M.C.,
was awarded the G.C.M.G. in
the King’s Birthday Honours List
this year. This honour that has
been conferred on His Excellency
is fully deserved, and brings
honour upon the whole island at
the same time. So, too, does the
award of C.M.G. which has been
made to Jamaica’s Colonial Secre-
tary, Mr. D. C. MacGillivray.

The other awards in (Jamaica
have also brought satisfaetion to
all, for it is felt that these have
been truly deserved. < Mr. A.
MacKenzie ~ Gordon < has hbeen
awarded the O.B.E.; Mr./ S. M.
Ffrench thé M.B.E., and Mr. C.
Z. Crawford, B.A. of Turks and
Caicos Islands, the M.B.E., all
for .public services. Mr. V. F
deCordova, the B.E.M.; Inspec-
tors J. N. Ricketts, and S. O.
Williams, ‘the Colonial Police
Medal. = Truly a commendable list
deserving of the sincere congrat-
ulations of the populace.

THREE VIOLINISTS

Mentioned in the Press during
the past fortnight have been the
names of three violinists, one a
newcomer to our shores, Miss
Margaret Lawson, who is playing
her way straight into the hearts
of Jamaican audiences. Making
her debut here with the Edward
Gordon Orchestra a short time
ago, Miss Lawson has just taken
part in a repeat performance of
the same Orchestral programme,
and has also given a violin recital
at a Lunch Hour Concert at the
Institute Hall last week, accom-
panied by Mr. Tom Murray of
the British Counecil.

The other two violinists are Ja-
maicans who are students in
London at present, and who have
been giving good accounts of
themselves. Patrick Vermont,
L.R.A.M. who is studying at the
Royal Academy of Music and who
is in his fourth and last year
there, has given a recital, accom-
panied by Michael Lester-Cribb,
F.R.C.0O., an English pianist of
Salisbury, in that ecity, compris-
ing a programme of four Sonatas,
which solicited much praise in
the Press.” Mr. Vermont plays in
several orchestras and quartets
in various places in London and
has also done so at Bournemouth
and North Wales.

Mr. Denis Brown accompanied
by Diana Ford gave a recital in

London which was sponsored by
the Civil Service Commission
Music Society that won the ap-
plause of those presenf. He also
performed with Jamaican Hazel
Lawson at a College concert dur-
ing May, and sometimes broad-
casts over the BBC. Mr. Brown
is a student at the Royal College
¢l Music.

W. ADOLPHE ROBERTS

Jamaican-born W. Adolphe
Roberts, poet, historian and au-
thor of historical novels has been
in the Island during the past
fortnight on one of his custom-
ary visits to old friends, and, on
this occasion, he has been giving
lectures on Caribbean history for
the Extra Mural Department of
the University College of the
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. AND THE DAWN IS NO
MORE.
By A. C. Wang.

“Come, my friend, and sing to
me the Song of Life.”

“The world is darkening, day
is turning into night. The dis-
tance is dim with the darkness
that’s hovering over our heads.
Now twilight is the dawn and the
dawn is no more. But I know of
nothing new that hast turned so
many towards so few.”

“Thou hast asked of me to sing
the Song of Life.”

“In this darkness the song is
buried in the shadow of the day.
There’s no wine on the table to
distil the feelings in my heart;
there’s no light around to brighten
my memories and no smoke in
the air to bring out my thoughts.
I'm lost, lost as much as thou art!
So be it my friend, so be it. Now
that the day is dark and the
dawn is no more, I, too, know of
nothing new that hast turned
50 many towards so few.”

~ A
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West Indies, both in the city and
in a number of country areas
throughout the Island. Such lec-
ures Mr. Roberts is well fitted to
deliver, for his contribution to
the historical works of the Carib-
bean area are outstanding.

W. Adolphe Roberts may well
be considered the most outstand-
ing of all Jamaican writers, past
and present, and his latest his-
torical novel will appear in the
autumn under the title of “The
Single Star.” At an informal
meeting held in his honour last
week by the Jamaica Centre of
the International P.E.N. Club
Mr. Roberts addressed the gath-
ering on his four historical
novels, including the forthcom-
ing one and in a most interesting
talk, interspersed “with enter-

taining touches of humour, he
gave a brief account of the
themes, periods of these novels,
and his personal approach to the
writing of them, which was high-
ly appreciated by the members
attending the function.

Y.W.CAA. TAG DAY

The Y.W.C.A. organisation has
inaugurated an island-wide Tag
Day to take place on July 2, in a
drive for funds to assist the
work they are doing in the in-
terest of young womanhood in
Jamaica.

The work is comprised of a
great many types, embracing the
spiritual, mental, moral, cultural
and physical angles of life. The

VYactivities organised and carried

through so successfully from
week to week are of so commend-
able a kind that none could feel
this to be a cause undeserving
of the greatest amount of finan-
cial assistance, and it is hoped,
consequently, that this Tag Day
will prove to the organisers how
much in sympathy ' with the
cause all Jamaicans and those
in our midst are, by the liberality
that will be shown in the pur-

chasing of tags in every part of
-] (= .

the Island.

A WORK ONCE MORE

It has been of interest to all
citizens to learn of the return to
a life of jactive service of the

SEVEN

Several attempts were made to
repair it before now, but high
estimates made this impossible.
It has been through the perse-
verance and savings of the wo-
men’s Adult Bible Class of the
church that the repairs have
been done eventually, and these
faithful ones deserve every bit of
praise for their efforts and de-
sire to see the clock brought into
action once more. Situated
where it is it will be of real help
to many passers-by and those
who live or work in that vicinity.

Observer.

The C.A.C. cricket team did not
play any match during the past
two weeks but will play the In-
dians tomorrow in @ Cup match.

HOUSEWIVES!.
g

takes guesswork
out of haking!

Duke Street Chris-
tian Church’s clock

in the tower of

that sacred build- Get your
ing after a period

of silence lasting supply
sixteen years. The

clock was re-dedi- today

cated at a service
there one after-
noon a fortnight
or so ago, and un-
veiled by Mrs. Mary
Morris Knibb, J.P.
‘The function was

presided over by
His Worship the
Mayor, Mr. L. G.
Newland in con-

junction with the
pastor of the
church, the Rev.
C. A. Robertson.

The clock went
out of commission
through having
been struck by
lightning after
having served the
community as a
timepiece from the
time the church
was restored fol-
lowing its partial
destruction in the
1907 earthquake.

Donald
S.
Barham,
Agent.
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Caribbean Commission

The eighth meeting of the Carib-
bean Commission has just been
held in Trinidad from June 13—
18, thus maintaining its regular
bi-annual conference in one or
another of the West Indian
islands. The next meeting will
be held in St. Thomas, the Vir-
gin Islands, at the invitation of
thie Governor of that province
who was unavoidably absent from
this session.

The Commission met this month
under the chairmanship of Sir
Hubert Rance, its British co-
chairman, and among other mat-
ters considered on this occasion
was the action taken and to be
taken on several recommenda-
tions of the Guadeloupe meetings
in December last. The confer-
ence wyas opened by Sir John
Shaw, Governor of Trinidad, who
welcomed the delegates of the
four mnations comprising the
Commission. In an opening
statement, Ward Canaday, co-
chairman of the United States,
said that the Commission now
had the task of translating into
action all the data it had col-
lected.

Mr. Canaday also expressed the
determination of the United
States’ Government to help for-
ward the work of the Caribbean
Commission and he emphasised
the fact that its accomplishments
is of vital news to the .rest of
the world. Certainly, the more
efforts that are made in this area
towmards self-development and
self-support by such bodies the
better it will be, and it has heen
realized that the most urgent
need is that of obtaining equip-
ment and the technicians to
work it at the present time. Sir
Hubert Rance stressed this point
when he reminded the meeting
that considerable sums of money
were available for “development
projects in this area but the lack
of equipment retards them.

Specific plans are now being
made in forwarding the Commis-

sion’s programme, Mr. Canaday
stated, and he touched on such
points as industrialization, com-
munications, tariffs, tourist de-
velopment, a hurricane warning
system, technical co-operation
and socio-economic survey. The
Research Branch of the Central
Secretariat has now started its
bi-annual Year Book of Carib-
bean Research which should
prove very enlightening and
helpful to those engaged in all
forms of research activities
throughout the Caribbean. The
first edition has revealed that
there are almost 800 research
projects and investigations in
action already. It also revealed
the wide gap in the field of socio-
economics, and, accordingly, em-
phasis has been placed on two
important Caribbean projects, —
population and the family unit.

A resolution comprised of seven
sections has been adopted, the
first of which was in Kkeeping
with one passed recently by the
South Paciffic Commission, an
organisation parallel to the Carib-
bean Commission, which deals
with the encouragement of priv-
ate capital investments and a
programme of technical co-oper-
ation. In a programme that has
become known as that of Presi-
dent Truman’s ‘“Point Four”, the
Caribbean Commission will en-
deavour to seek and obtain the
technical assistance necessary for
this area.

The priorities have been men-
tioned in the list of resolutions
and there is every indication that
this four-power body has made
great strides in its aims in the
Caribbean for their unified work
in industrial and economic fields
of endeavour, and their efforts
have now reached a stage where
they can be applied in such a way
as to bring about the most pro-
gressive practical results in the
near future.

MODERN CHINESE
tDUCATION

{Continued from Page 8)

On top of the problem of trans-
portation there was the urgent
task still uncompleted to this day
of finding accommodation for
students and staff members.
Practically all of the schools, and
more so with institutions of
higher learning, had expanded
during the war two or more times.
Take for instance, National Cen-
tral University which in 1937 had
a student enrolment of 800, re-
turned to Nanking with nearly
4,000. This great expansion to-
gether with, in many cases, des-
truction and damage to buildings
during the war meant a serious
shortage of school accommoda-

JUNE 25, 1949.

tion. Without sufficient dormi-
tories, students and teachers were
temporarily crowded into the
classrooms. While it can be said
that the situation has somewhat
eased with the large sums of
money appropriated within its
budget for new buildings re-
quisitioned, the need though less
acute is still present. Aside from
the shortage of buildings, the lack
of library ‘and laboratory facili-
ties is also keenly felt. Contrib-
utions from UNRRA and UNESCO
and organizatioms abroad have
helped in re-equiping our schools,
but the needs are so vast that it
will take some time before they
can be restored to pre-war stan-
dard, not to say improved. Only
in one or two cases were build-
ings and equipment returned in
good or better condition.

Chinese education has not had
a full chance to recover and re-
habilitate. At the same time new
problems and needs have to be
faced. Before touching upon
those problems, some statistics
on present day education at all
levels will provide an interesting
background. Student enroll-
ment has increased in all grades
as shown by the following figures.
Elementary schools which in
1937 had an enrollment of 18,364,

(Continued on page 18)
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R A aaled! T Me

by Dr. Magnus I Gregersen*
From THE CHINA MAGAZINE

(Continued from last issue)

HE 1lack of personnel and
adequate facilities for main-
tenance, combined with the pecu-
liar climatic conditions en-
countered, are among the factors
which should be given the great-
est consideration in the choice of
equipment which is to be sent to
China. This is well-illustrated
by one incident during the
ABMAC Research Programme,
For some of our deferminations,
we planned to use a photoelectric
colourimeter that we knew w.as
available in Nanking. When the
time came to carry out the de-
terminations we borrowed one of
the instruments requireds It ‘was
out of order, and affer tinkering
with it for a_while, ‘we_secured
another one’ from the  Medical
Laboratory@eof the United States
Army Advisory Group.» This also
failed teswork, as did a third sent
fromdShanghai. \The fact of the
matter is that the humidity in
Nanking interferes with the oper-
ation ©f delicate elecrical de-
yices, Vand’ I am sure that
thousands of dollars worth of
this type of equipment is stand-
ing idle in China today. For-
tunately, we had brought with us
a simple and rugged visual pho-
tometer which one of my col-
leagues, Dr. Nickerson, had de-
signed during the war for another
purpose. With only a slight
modification in the filters in the
instrument, we were able to com-
plete the determinations on
which some of our most import-
ant results depended. This in-
strument would obviously be a
boon to innumerable laboratories
and clinies all over China.

The ABMAC “fellows” from out
of town were housed and fed in
a nearby Institute of the Medical
College which had just been com-
pleted but .not yet equipped. Dr.
Root and I usually ate our lunch
there too. This was not only
more convenient for us but cer-
tainly a welcome opportunity to
share in the general conversation
and sociability that comes with
eating together. For a time I was
mystified by a feeling of nostalgia
that crept over me when we as-
sembled for lunch in that new
building, utterly barren except
for the camp cots and few chairs
in the rooms used for sleeping
quarters, and the freshly-painted
tables and stools in the room
that served as a Mess Hall. The
one day when some one asked me
about my boyhood and I described
the pioneer days in the Danish
colony in California where I grew
up. I discovered the reason for
mv nostalgia. The scene was re-
miniscent of the gatherings of
students and teachers in the Folk
High School which was the focal
nnint of that Danish Settlement.
Here. as there, everyone worked,
studied and lived together. The
analogy went even further, for
here as in California, we also

went on Sunday or week-end ex-
cursions together, once to Chin-
kiang, provincial capital of
Kiangsu Province, including a
visit to Yanchow, and another
time to Tung Shan, famous for
its hot springs. To recapture the
spirit and the pattern of the
Danish Folk High School as I
know it in the United States was
quite an experience and, of all
places, in China. It happened
again and again during my sub-
sequent travels when I found
myself in the company of men
and women with an intense de-
votion to education who were
struggling with the physical and
economic problems involved in
the -organization and construc-
tion of their institutions.

N the outings and at some of
our special dinners in Nanking,

there was plenty of spontaneous
entertainment. One man was
expert on the erh-hu (Chinese
violin), and to his accompaniment
another, a good singer, gave us
excerpts from Chinese opera. To
my surprise, several in the crowd
knew far more about American
songs than we did, and one espe-
cially, a doctor from Peip’ing,
could play a seemingly unlimited
number of our familiar songs by
ear on the piano.

During those weeks in Nanking
I lived at a pace that would put
a New Yorker to shame, for in
addition to the work and activ-
ities with the ABMAC group,
there were dinners practically
every night, usually with one of
our many hospitable Chinese
friends, or occasionally with some
of the Americans. There were
excursions to the impressive Sun
Yat-Sen Memorial and the beau-
tiful parks outside the massive
city walls under the shadow of
the Purple Mountain; there were
visits to various hospitals; to the
Nursing School; to the Midwifery
School. where I saw 500 girls in
blue student’s gowns taking en-
trance examinations; to the Anti-
Tuberculosis Centre; to the Min-
istry of Health; to the National
Institute of Health; and to the
Agricultural Experimental Sta-
tion where I had a very instruct-
ive session with the director, Dr.
Shen, and received answers to
many auestions that were beyond
my medical colleagues. I even
played tennis on several ocecasions
and once played golf. The latter
experience nearlv scared me to
death because each green seemed
to be swarming with attendants
plus their families, who paid not
the slightest attention when I
velled “Forg”. My anxieties
about their safety were cut short
by a great thunder shower which
drenched me so thoroughly that
the water ran down my lees and
filled the inside of my shoes to
overflowing. When the sun came
out again, I saw a sight I shal’

never forget. The nearby rice
fields had taken on a delicate
yellow green hue about which I
had heard so much, and which
defies description.

T was also during those first

weeks in Nanking that I began
to realize the great influence of the
pioneer work of Dr. J. Heng Liu,
former Minister of Health, and
his colleagues in organizing the
Public Health work in China and
of his insistence on sound scien-
tific training and research in
medicine. I was struck by the
fact that although he and others
have been deeply concerned with
large-scale practical problems
they have fought every attempt
to compromise on intellectual
standards and ideals. For in-
stance, I was surprised to find
that enrollment in medical col-
leges, national as well as private,
was strictly limited in order to
maintain high standards in
medical training. Yet the same
leaders responsible for this wise
policy have also organized and
in every way encouraged the
growth of mid-wifery and nurs-
ing schools and have been in-
terested in the training of non-
medical personnel to aid in
solving the immediate practical
problems. They seem to be
acutely aware of their dual re-
sponsibility for the improvement
in health of the people as well
as for medical education and re-
search. Thanks to Dr. Liu I saw
far more of these trends and de-
velopments than I could reason-
ably have expected in the course
of a few months.

Whenever Dr. Liu came to
Nanking my extra-curricular act-
ivities invariably increased. Into
a day which I already considered
fully scheduled, he could always
pack more official visits, confer-
ences and inspection tours. As
we went from one appointment
to another through the crowded
streets of Nanking, he would stop
here and there to point out some
shop of special interest, and per-
haps bargain with the shopkeeper
for some small object in order to
give me a chance to see how the
people lived and what they did.
His enthusiasm and interest in
everything, his concern for people
and their problems, whether they
were old friends or people we met
casually in the course of our
travels, made every moment I
spent with him a fruitful ad-
venture. In his company thege
was 8o much going on all the
time, so much to see and to hear
and understand that my capacity
to absorb and assimilate was con-
stantly being strained to the
breaking point. Yet to all ex-
ternal appearances, Dr. Liu
moved with unhurried pace and
maintained an atmosphere of
relaxation. But his pace was
steady and his energy boundless.
Returning one evening from a
Chinese feast, Dr. Root and I
kept him up late into the night
asking questions about people
and things we had seen. Finally
we could no longer keep our eyes
open, but he was still fresh.
Early the next morning he came
to my room carrying a batch of
letters and several pages of a

(Continued on page 18)
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE TALES

THE THREE BROTHERS

Anonymous
16th Century.
Mark well the reunion under the branches of the Judas tree
Forget not the communal quilt in the Cherry Hall;

Keep in mind always the virtue of brotherly love,
And thus avoid the shame of the bean-stalk poem.

Translated by Chi-Chen Wang

HIS poem was composed to
urge upon people the import-
ance of fraternal love. It con-
tains three allusions, which I
shall now explain to the reader
one by one.

The first line alludes to the
story of the three Tien brothers.
These three brothers had lived
together from their childhood.
The oldest married a wife known
as Tien Ta-sao, the second mar-
ried a wife called Tien Erh-sao.
They both lived in sisterly har-
mony with never a quarrel be-
tween them. When the third
brother grew up he married a
wife called Tien San-sao. 2

Now San-sao was not a very
virtuous woman, and because she
had a small dowry of her own
and wanted to use it to satlisfy
her own greed for delicacies and
luxuries, she was distressed to see
the family cook their rice in
a common pot and eat their meals
at a common table, and to find
that none of them had any
money or a steelyard of his own.
And so she nagged her husband
day and night saying, “Your
brothers are in charge of the
family purse and the family
acres and you know nothing of
the income and outgo. They
know everything, while you aie
kept in the dark. How are you
to know whether they do not say
that they have spent ten parts
when they have really spent only
one, or n hundred when
they have spent only ten? You
are now living together but the
day will come when you will have
{0 separate. If the family for-
tune should decline, you, being
yvoung and inexperienced, will be
the one to lose. I think it is best
for you to divide up the inheri-
tance now and each to live your
own life.”

NDER this constant nagging

Tien San was brought around
to his wife’s point of view and
broached the subject to his
brothers through some relatives.
At first Tien Ta and Tien Erh
were unwilling but at last they
yvielded to the persistent impor-
tunities of Tien San and his wife.
They divided everything up into
equal parts ‘and each took one.
But they did not know what to do
with an ancient Judas tree that
had brightened their courtyard
for generations and which was
even then in full bloom. Tien
Ta, being a very just and scrupu-
lous man, suggested that they
should cut the trunk into three
equal sections and weigh out the
branches and twigs into three
equal groups. The other brothers
zoreed and they waited only for

the morrow to cut down the tree.

When they went out the next
morning to cup down the tree,
they were astonished to see that
it had withered overnight.
Moreover, when Tien Ta touched
it with his hand it fell, exposing
all its dried roots. At this Tien
Ta burst out crying. “Why do
you grieve so for a mere tree?”
the other two brothers asked. “It
is not for the tree that I grieve,”
the eldest brother said, “but for
what it symbolizes, for just as we
are born into the same clan and
of the same parents so are the
branches and leaves of this tree
sprung from the same trunk and
roots. Now the tree has died be-
cause its branches and leaves dc
riot want to be separated. It can
only portend that we, too, can-
not flourish apart. It is for this
reason that I grieve.”

Tien Erh, and Tien San wers
greatly moved by what their
brother said, for how could it be
that a man should be less virtu-
ous than a tree? They embraced
one another_.and cried and de-
cided that they would not separ-
ate after all.

The sound of their crying had
brought the wives to the scene.
Ta-sao and Erh-sao were over-
joyed when they Ilearned the
cause and the turn of events, but
San-sao grumbled because she
was thwarted. Tien San wanted
to divorce his wife but was dis-
suaded from it by his brothers.
San-sao was ashamed and went
back to her own room and
hanged herself. This is what the
yage meant when he said that
he who calls disaster upon him-
self will perish by it.

When Tien Ta went to look at
the Judas tree again, he found,
to his even greater astonishment,
that it had righted itself, the
branches had come back to life
and the flowers bloomed more
gorgeously than ever. He sum-
moned his brothers to see the
miracle and they both marvelled
at it.. ‘Thereafter the Jien fam-
ily lived together generation after
generation, and people paid trib-
ute to them in the following
poem:

Under the Judas tree one tells

the story of the three Tiens.

Whose separafion and reuidon

were reflected bv the fowers.

For branches frcm the samsa

roots cannot be cut asunder

And in family affairs one must

not listen o women.

IMHE Cherry Hall mentioned in

1 the second line was built by Em-

peror Huan Tsung, (reigned 713-
755) of the T'ang Dynasty as a
private retreat for himself and his

brothers, whom he loved dearly.
He named it Cherry Hall because
the flower of that tree was used
as a symbol of brotherly love in
one of the Songs. He also had a
huge bed made and had it fur-
nished with a long pillow and a
broad quilt, so that he and his
brothers might sleep together
after their frequent feasts. Be-
cause of his exemplary conduct,
posterity composed the following
poem in honour of him.

The sheepskin drum rumbled
and the jade flute piped

As the feast was done in the
painted halls.

The palace ladies Ilit their
candles and waited till dawn,

Little dreaming that the Ruler
would not return for the
right.

The fourth line alludes to the
story of Ts’ao Pe'i, (A.D. 188-227)
the son of the infamous Ts’ao
Ts’ao, who after his father’s death
usurped the throne of . Han
and established the Dynasty of
Wei.. Ts’ao P'ei had a younger
brother by the name of T’sao
Chih, who 'was talented above
every one else in the land and
was so beloved by his father that
there were times when it appear-
ed that he would be named his
heir. Ts’ao P’ei was jealous of
him and when he assumed power,
he wanted to have him put out
of the way on some pretext. One
day he summoned Ts’ao Chih and
said to him, “The late Emperor
used to praise your talents and

cuick wit. We should like to
see it for ourselves. Now we

want you to compose a poem in
the space of seven steps. If you
cannot do so, we shall have you
punished for deceiving the late
Emperor.”
Ts’ao Chih finished the poem
hefore he had walked seven steps.
To boil beans one lights the
bean stalks.
While the beans wept, they
made this appeal:
“Since we are born of the same
roots
Why must you burn us ,with
such zeal?”

Ts’ao Pei was moved to weep=
ing when he heard the poem and
decided to forget his old jealousy.
Posterity composed the following
poem about this incident:

JUNE 25, 1949.

From earliest times jealousy has
ruled the noble ang great;
How little time do seven steps

provide!

How sad that bean and bean
stalk continued their enmity

And that {fratricide raged
throughout the Six Dynasties.

O you wonder why I, the story
teller, am telling you these
three stories today? It is because
I want to tell the story known as
“The three brothers who achieved
fame by their fraternal love.” My
story does not deal with heroes as
talented as Ts’ao Chih or as ex-
alted as Ming Huang and his
brothers but it teaches a lesson
as cleverly as the story of the
three Tiens of Judas tree fame.
It is hoped that after hearing this
story, brothers lacking in har-
mony will take heed and try to
emulate these three brothers.
The couplet says well:

If one wants to know things
that happen in this world

One must read the books of
the ancients.

The events of this story took
place during the reign of Ming Ti
(A.D. 58-75) of the Eastern Han
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One tief no like fe see
'nodder tief carry long bag.

* * *

That is, One thief never
likes to see another with
booty.

The African version Iis,
“One monkey does not like
another to get a belly full.”

Compare this commonsense
proverb with the Scotch equi-
valent, namely: “One beggar
is wae that anither by the
gate yae.” It also occurres in
German, and in the Greek of
Hesiod.

» - *

If you wan’ fe ketch a tief
fine him track.

Fine means find. No special
comment is necessary.

* * *®

When black man tief, him
tief half a bit, when bockra
tief him tief whole estate.

Bit means a small piece of
money;  bockra (or buckra)
means 2 white man.

Compare with the German
proverb which runs this way:
“Little thieves we hang, great
ones we salute: Much food
for thought here especially
when we recall the frequent
references to such terms as
“oraft,” “black market,” “fish
head”, etc.

* - *

Ebery day debil help tief
one day God help watch-
man.

That is, Sooner or later a
crime is discovered.

* * *

Watchman a de biges’ tief.

That is, He has the best
opportunities.

# a: %

Tief come, tief go, but
watchman dey dey all time.

That is. stealing goes on in
spite of the watchman.

- - -

Tink pon betta dan nyam
done.

Nyam means eating.

Anticipation is better than
realization, is the meaning
of this saying which is clever-
ly conceived.

Lilly foret’cught sabe afta
t'ought.

A little forethought saves
an afterthought.

- K *

If vou call tiger massa, him
wi’ nyam you.

It does not pay to be too
humble. In British Guiana
they say. “You will call tigah
massa he a haul out him
tail 'pon vou, so call him
tigah wan time.”

8 o b3 %

Tiger sleep but him tail
shake.

That is not all who sleep
have closed eyes. Which re-
minds me of a proverb dealt
with in a former instalment
thus:—

AR A

Jamaican Proverbs

Their Meaning and Significance

Cow no dead him wi’ shake
him tail.

. - L

When tiger want nyam
him pickney, him say him
fabour puss.

Any excuse will do when
one’s mind is made up.

* Ed *

When tiger get ole, darg
bark after him:

A saying which refers to
the humiliation that attends
old age.

* Bl -

“One time” a nebber done.

One time means some day.

Applied to one who is ever
procrastinating. )

“One of these days, is none
of these days,” is the English
equivalent with much the
same meaning.

*

* *

You see eberybody a run,
tek time,
I3 * *

No wait fe git dey to-
morra, tek time git dey to-
day.

* *

Sweet tongue
heart.

Describes a plausible but
dangerous person.

- * -

Bockra talk fe him talk,
neyger talk fe him talk.

E * -

Talk some, lef’ some.

Lef’ means leave.

Don't be too communica-
tive.

*
hide bad

* -

You play wid tar you mus’
black you finger.

Compare with the English
saying with the same mean-
ing:—

“You cannot touch pitch
without being defiled.”

* = »

"T’anky’ no buy half bit
bread.

“Deeds not words; words
have no value,” is the English
version.

- - -
T'anky today a no t’anky to-
morrow.

You need not expect the
favour done today to be re-
)3eated. tomorrow.

L

Sugar barrel nebber ’'mash
ant.

'Mash means smashes or
breaks.

The meaning is that one
cannot get too much of a
good thing.

*® L *

Teday can’ ketch to-morra.
- o -

To-morra a de burden a de
fool.

- - -

Slin a de tongue, no juggle
a de head.

Here is a common form of
epology for speech which has
given offence.

PLUTO.
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Dynasty. At that time the em-
pire was tranquil and the people
happy in their pursuivs; the
court echoed with the song of the
phoenix and the “mountains and

forests” were not disturbed by
the sighs of unemployed talents..

Now in tke Han Dynasty the offi-
cials were not picked through a
system of examinations as is done
today, but through the recom-
mendations of the privinecial au-
thorities. Although there were
such categories of candidates as
Learned Scholars and Righteous
Worthies, the most esteemed titi»
was that of Filial-and-Honest.
For one who is filial to his parents
is bound to be loyal to his prince,
and he who is honest is bound to
be just and benevolent to the
people under his charge. During
the Han Dynasty a man who was
recommended for this esteemed
title was immediately given an of-
ficial post to fill. If things had
been the same during that an-
cient time as they are nowadays,
when even in the district exam-
inations thousands of letters of
recommendation are received by
the examiners. the coveted title
would have gone to young men
of rich and noble families, and
those who were poor would have
had no chance whatsoever, were
they as filial as Tsengtzu or as
scrupulously honest as Po Yi. But
this was not the case in the Han
Dynasty because of a wonderful
syvstem they had. If a man re-
commended turned out to be good
and capable, not only was he
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promoted rapidly himself but the
recommending official was also
rewarded. Conversely, if the re-
commended man turned out to be
worthless and corrupt, not only
was he dismissed or punished ac-
eording to his desert but his
sponsors were also dealt with in
Jike manner. Because of this, no
one dared to make indiscriminate
recommendations, and consequen?t
ly justice prevailed and the offi-
cials’ ranks were kept clean and
unblemished. But we can’t dwell
on these thoughts now.

I'MHERE was a man by the name

of Hsu Wu, a native of
Yanghsien district, province ot
Kuaichi. His parents died when
he was fifteen, leaving in his care
two younger brothers named Hsu
Yen and Hsu Pu, aged nine and
seven respectively. Hsu Wu led
his servants and slaves in the
work of the fields by day and
studied under the lamp light in
the evening. Though his bro-
thers were too young to work in
the fields, Hsu Wu made them
watch the proceedings so that
they would learn to appreciate
the produce of the land. In the
evening however, he would study
‘'with them and explain the text
to them himself, instructing them
in the requirements of proper
conduct and encouraging in them

the qualities esteemed in man.

If they failed to attend his in-
structions,” he never reprimanded
them but would, kneeling in the

(Continued on page 14)
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KOREA

“I could not find a neighbour who
would you receive;

I'll breathe a secret—joy does not
in you believe.

Oh, Grief! Did you possess my
heart with purpose true?

My bride! I shut my window and
I ceased my laugh for you.
And when my youth was ended,
then you died one day;

No .stone-gate can I find where

you were laid away.
Oh, Grief! Your spreading wings
where fire burned for fears
And your immortal bird, and for
my falling tears.

C. Y. Chung:
“The Immortal Bird.”

IRELAND

“The philosopher is Nature's
pilot. And there you have
our difference:

To be in hell is to drift: to be in
heaven is to steer.”

George Bernard Shaw:
“Man and Superman.”

AUSTRALIA

“How should we hold us from
wild enterprise,

who use the limbs of the past and
its quick eyes

and are eternally in debt to those

who stung into the earth-dawn’s
turgid throes

urge of keen life? We’ll ecrash the
trestles down

that barricade
take the town

on a burst of shouting that
through fissures rent

cascades its fervid glee, magnifi-
cent.

we’ll slit gloom’s gullet, oracling
defeat,

and crack great barrels of song in
open street,

free for the drinking . . . . . '

clear laughter,

Robert D. Fitz Gerald:
“Essay on Memory.”

POT POURRI
OF
THOUGHT

AMERICA

“I question not if thrushes sing,
If roses load the air;

Beyond my heart I need not reach
When all is summer there.”

John Vance Cheney:
“Love’s World.”

DENMARK

“The youth alone sees your
sorcerous crafts, treacherous
master, when the sea is on
fire for your alchemy of the
minds

Level-headed I see through the
frame the mosaic of happy
days laid dead, in a past that
still binds', . : .7

Thorkil Bjornvig:
“The Moon and the Good
Darkness.”

VENEZUELA

“What flocks of birds all flaming

Cloud over my sun and are fall-
ing upon our roofs!

What villages in the air!

What breasts of birds on fire weep
scattered feathers

To the north, to the south, killing
the gardens,

Subduing every breath,

Silencing the real feathers!

Jacinto Fombona Pachano:
“The Clouds have Already
Told Me.”

JUNE 25, 1949.

JAMAICA

“I love Jamaica. There is nothing
about the place I do not love.

I love the deep blue shadows
under the hills in the morn-
ing,

The play of light and shade on
water under roseapple boughs,

The trickle of springs from the
rocks in dark damp gullies.

There is nothing about Jamaica
I do not love . . .”

Tropica:
“Jamaica.”

CHINA

“The girl of Loyang lives opposite;
she looks as if she may be
fifteen years old.

Her lover sits on a piebald horse
with a jade bridle,

Her serving girls serve her with
minced carp on a gold plate;

Her painted pavilions and crimson
halls repeat themselves one
upon another,

Red peach and green willow hang
down towards the eaves.”

Wang Wei:
“The Song of the Girl
of Loyang.’”

RUSSIA

“An angel was flying through
night’s deep blue,

And softly he sang as he flew.

Moon, stars and eclouds in a won-
dering throng

Listened rapt by that heavenly
song W . - ¥

Long after on earth when the
soul would toil,

It felt a strange aching desire

For the musiec of heaven which
it sought for in vain

In earth’s songs of sorrow and
pain.”

Mikhail Lermontov:
“The Angel.”
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THE PAGODA

PERSONS
PLACES
THINGS

By 01d Joe

PERSONS

Nathaniel Alexander Parker
(Natty) and his brother Walter
did a fine piece of team work
during the whole of their journ-
alistic career. There were essen-
tial differences between them
however. Walter was considered
one of the best reporters that
this island has produced. His
Legislative Council sketches;
(signed W.A.P.), were a master-
piece for wit and ‘conciseness.
They were written  for <the
“Gleaner”’ to which paper he was
attached. His untimely death
just when he was at the cross-
roads.of one of his big ideas was
a loss to journalism. His successor
as a sketeh writer has yet to be
found. Walter A. Parker was
a business man. He did not sac-
rifice the business end of journ-
alism for the literary side, as did
his brother. The “Jamaica Daily
Mail,” which he acquired in 1926,
was but a stepping stone to a

’ Publishing Company which he

had envisaged he was to have
been Managing Director. Keen
competition and opposition
squeezed him on every side.

The mental strain consequent
upon the arduous task of financ-
ing a business under such condi-
tions was too great for the brave
spirit, which up to then had over-
come all difficulties. He suc-
cumbed to the ravages of the
grim paper. Suddenly he was
cut off when he was just begin-
ning to see daylight.

Nathaniel Alexander, who was
a journalist born, is still with us,
but has been laid aside for the
past twelve months. His eyes
are bad. Unable to read or write,
he dictated a letter to me recent-
ly, a portion of which I shall
quote; because it shows how the
spirit can rise supremely above
the flesh. In addition to failing
sight be recently suffered from a
broken leg in an accident; then
the leit leg got very weak, as also
his spine. “I cannot walk by my-
self,” a little sister writes at his
dictation; “I want to go to
Church, and have told the Rec-
tor. (of the Parish Church) when
he comes to give me communion,
‘Oh to be in that Better Land.
My supplications I send to Him
three and four times daily’”.

Born 74 years ago he has been
a journalist since 1893. His re-
cord of active service includes the

following:— Reporter on the
“Jamaica Post” and “Daily
Gleaner;” Sub-editor of the

“Gleaner” -and the “Daily Tele-
graph”; Editor of the “Weekly
Herald” and the “Daily Mail.’
He was also.a space writer on
the “Jamaica Times Weekly”,
and for many years he was Cor-
respondent in Jamaica for the
“London Times.” He was a
Member of the Queen Victoria
Diamond Jubilee Contingent
which was sent to England in
1897.

A forceful and perspicuous
writer he always signed “N. A.
Parker” to all his contributions
to the Press. He had the prophets
vision. The Federation of the
British West Indies claimed his
advocacy long before the visit of
the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, Hon. Creech Jones 2
few years ago.

PLACES
BITS OF OLD JAMAICA
(Contirued from last issue)

I continue the story of the re-
sults of Emancipation and the
manner in which the missionaries
followed the freed slaves into the
hills and the bush. They, the
missionaries, not only followed
them but they built chapels anc
schools, and undertook task which
really should have been done by
the Government. Ministers found
themselves with densely popu-
lated areas under their charsge,
a large amount of work and great
responsibility. From a central
mission they organized out sta-
tions and meeting houses to cover
as large an area as possible. They
became spiritual fathers to thou-
sands, preaching, teaching, train-
ing, judging disputes, initiaring
penny banks and building so-
cieties, buying land and reselling
it in small lots to the people,
doctoring the sick, surveying and
constructing roads into the in-
terior. They gave what advice
they may have possessed on
crops; for the majority knew
little of the method of cultiva-
tion or needs of a foreign marke?
Since building occupied a large
place in the programme, the mis-
sionaries helped to train artisans
by supervising the work and im-
rarting what knowledge they had
in carpentry and masonry. Still
opposed and restricted, as they
were, during this transition
period, they were the only agency
for progress. The people in turn
looked to the missionaries for
guidance, trusted them and re-
sponded to their lead, giving
gratefully in money, materials
and labour for building school
and chapel.

Due to this inspired leadership
and management the people fin-
ally settled into orderly occupa-
tions, and in time a new yeoman
class began to emerge.

(To be continued)

ESSENTIAL THINGS AND
THINGS that matter demand our
attention at all times; but parti-
cularly in these days of the high
cost of living should considera-
tion be given to Food Crops; such
as the Cassava for instance.
Cultivated plentifully especially
in dry areas, this crop is being
largely grown at present for the
producton of starch for exports.
Raw cassava starch is used for
healing purposes, and' is also
fermented into an intoxicating
beverage. And now for a couple
of Recipes.

BAMMY CAKES. No. 1. To
make these cakes the bitter cas-
sava is grated and pressed, and
then put into iron moulds. The
bammy cakes are very thick
whilst cassava cakes are thin.
They are put on the grid-iron and
toasted, turning them until both
sides are brown, then they are
split open and buttered. They
are a kind of muffin.

BAMMY CAKES. No. 2. Sweet
cassava tubers are grated and
squeezed in a cloth, a little at a
time. The pulp is then baked
between hot stones, or in a pan
until firm. When required for
use, the cakes are soaked in milk,
toasted, split in halves and but-
tered.

Cassava cakes for breakfast
or tea are sold in packets of
about eighteen for sixpence.

They are buttered. pul on a

THIRTEEN

grid-iron and when half toasted
are doubled over and put back on

the grid-iron until they are of a
light brown colour and very
erisp. They keep fresh for a
considerable time, whereas bam-
mies will not keep and must be
used fresh.
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TALKING IT

There comes a time in most
people’s lives when they feel the
need to unburden themselves of
some problem or heartbreak that
they cannot share with their
parents, sweethearts, husbands or
wives.

They long to talk it over with
someone, even with a stranger,
and that is why we have this
column. If you have something
you want to talk over, some ad-
vice you need, then drop me a
line c¢/o The Pagoda Magazine,
and I will do my best to help you.

* * e
Dear Miss Martin,

I am thirty, — well-off and en-
gaged to a very lovely girl, but a
terrible tragedy has befallen me.
The doctors tell me that my sight,
which has been failing for some
time, will be entirely gone within
a few years, and that there is
nothing that can be done to save
if.

When I heard the news I tried
to break my engagement, but my
fiancee has begged me not to. She
says that it makes no difference
to her, she loves me and is willing
to marry me still. Do you think
it would be fair for me to do so?

K.

Dear K.

You are being very courageous
about it, and I agree that it is
indeed a very big decision to
make. If, as you say, you are
well-off and can support her,
marry the girl. Realise that if
your fiancee really loves you, it is
natural that she should wish to
marry you now more than ever
before. You will at least have
some time together while you still
have your sight. If you don’t
marry this girl, who loves you,
then you may never have the op-
portunity again.

The fact that she is willing to
face the future with you under
such circumstances, shows that
she loves you and needs you as
much as you need her.

E. M.

Dear Miss Martin,

I am about to get married at
an early date and would be very
glad to have the following
answers from you in regard to
some questions which I am not
quite sure about.

My parents are both dead. I
have a brother who is married
also a sister but would prefer to
have the invitations sent out in
my brother’s name. Would that
be correct? Also my firm con-

OVER

with Elizabeth Martin

sists of about ten members of the
Board of Directors. Would it be
necessary to give each one an in-
vitation?

I shall appreciate it very much
to have the answers stated out
clearly so that I may know the
correct procedure.

I am, -
Yours truly,
M.C.
Dear M. C.

As both your parents are dead
it is quite in order for you to have
the invitations sent out in your
brother’s name. They could be
worded as follows, and it would
not then be necessary to mention
the relationship—

My & Mrs. Gl il sasilin,
request the honour of your
presence
at the marriage of
............................. (bride’s name)
to
............................... (groom’s name)
on Saturday, the twenty-third of
July at five o’clock
au the Churel of 8biic. . i
And afterwards at ................

R.8.V.P.

With reference to the Board of
Directors it is not at all neces-
sary to invite them all. If, how-
ever, there is one, or perhaps
two, with whom you come in con-
tact at the office, it would be a
nice gesture to invite them.

-
Dear Miss Martin,

Could you kindly give me the
names and addresses of any
Chinese Magazine in America
similar to the “Pagoda’? What I
really mean is a magazine written
in English.

C. C.

Dear C. C.

The English-language CHhinese
magazines in the States which I
have seen and are still being pub-
lished are:

THE CHINA MONTHLY, 1819
Broadway, New York, $2.50 a
year;

THE CHINA MAGAZINE, 30
Rockefeller Plaza, New York, $1.50
a year;

CHINA & AMERICA, bi-month-
ly, 125 East 65th Street, New York,
$1.00 a year.

E. M.
e

THE THREL BROTHERS

Continued from Page 11
ancestral temple, weep and re-
prove himself for his lack of in-
spiring example, until his bro-
thers were stricken with shame

and promised to mend their ways.
Thus time went on and his
vounger brothers soon reached
manhood, and the family fortune
prospered. Hsu Wu was urged
by his friends to marry but Hsu
declined, saying, “If I marry I
shall have to give up sharing the
same bed with my brothers. T
cannot bear to sacrifice brotherly
love for the sake of conjugal hap-
piness.” And so together they
went on plowing by day and
studying by night, eating out of
the same vessels and sleeping in
the same bed. His fame grew.
He became known as Hsiao-ti Hsu
Wu, or Hsu Wu the filial and
fraternal, and his virtues were
celebrated in the following say-
ing:
In Yanghsien Hsu Wu is the
shining light.
Who plows by day and studies
by night.
More parents than brother 1s
he;
Rare indeed such fraternity:
His reputation reached the ears
of the provincial authorities, and
recommendations poured into the
Court. He was appointed a coun-
sellor, and the provincial authori-

JUNE 25, 1949.

ties were instructed to apprise
him of his appointment. Hsu Wu
then made preparations to go to
the capital. He instructed his
brothers to carry on their plow-
ing and studying just as they had
been doing under his supervision
and commanded the servants and
slaves to serve and obey their
younger masters wall. After hav-
ing given these and other instruec-
tions, he got together his baggage
and, reflising the government
carriage provided for him, hired
his own conveyance and set out
for the capital with one single
servant. - After some days he
reached Changan and there as-
sumed his post.
(To be continued)
JEeerdatig et Y NILS

PERSONALIA
(Continued from Page 6)

The C.A.C. softball team took a
heavy beating from the Y.M.C.A.
when they lost by the overwhelm-
ing score of 28-3. In the Women’s
League the Primrose team lost to
Light & Power by 10-6.

Sister R/'Iary Atlstin (*Ethlyn Lue
Shing) left for Blauvelt Convent,
New York on Tuesday, June 21.
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THE PAGODA
IN PARENTHESIS

Fools try to convince a woman
—wise men persuade her.
* * -

A smart Alec is described as a
guy upon whom no one has
pinned anything since he was a
baby .

L] - -

Sometimes humour crops up
within the ivied halls of higher
learning, says A.P. At Philadel-
phia, Temple University students
taking a recent mid-year exam-
Ination were startled to come
across thic question: “One gets
lonely while thinking by himself
and finds solace in resting his
eyes on someone else’s paper.
True or false?”

“What’s - that eldest son of
your’s doing now?”

“Oh, he’s writing for the Press.”

“And his brother?”

“Well, he’s not worth a cent,
either.”

4 = * #

A Bishop was once speaking to
some boys on the merits of nor-
mal courage. “Ten boys were
sleeping in a dormitory,” he said
by way of illustration, “and only
one knelt down to say his pray-
ers—that is moral courage.” Then
he asked one of the boys to give
him another example. of moral
courage.

“Please, sir, ten Bishops were
sleeping in a dormitory and only
one jumped into bed without say-
ing his prayers” the boy said.

A woman called up for jury duty
refused to serve on the grounds
that she didn’'t believe in capital
punishment.

“But this,” the judge protested,
“is merely a case where a wife is
suing her husband because she
gave him a thousand dollars to
make a down payment on a fur
coat and he lost the money in a
poker game.”

“T'll serve,” she said, “I could
be wrong about capital punish-
ment.”

* - -~

“How far do you get on a gal-
lon?”

“All depends on what’s in the
gallon.”

“And there, son, you have the
story of your dad and the Great
War.”

“Yes, Dad, but why did they
need all the other soldiers?”

Silas Clam
Lies on the floor
He tried.to slam
A swinging door.

Among pupils in a high school
chemistry class was a lad who
had a tendency to monopolise dis-
cussions. The teacher decided
that such a troublesome habit
should be called to the attention
of his parents. On his report
card he wrote: “Allan is a good
student but he talks too much.”

Several days later the report
was returned. Underneath the
teacher’s comment the boy’s
father had added: “You should
meet his mother.”

" * *

Woman learning to drive—“But
I don’t know what to do!”

Her husband — “Just imagine
that I'm driving.”

“Are you sure your husband
still loves you?” asked the wife’s

mother.
“Of course, mother,” she
answered. “When he’s sleeping

he’s always calling me pet names.
You know, naturally, that he’s
absent-minded, so he doesn’t al-
ways call me by my right name.”

“Well, I'm not so sure that
that is understandable ”

“He did make a peculiar re-
mark, though, the other day
when I kissed him on his bald
spot.”

“What did he say?”

“He said, ‘Stop fooling around,
Bunny, I want to dictate a let-
ter’.”

* *

Clerk — “Madam, you put too
much postage on this letter.”

She — “Oh, Heavens! I hope it
won’t go too far.”

- * *

During an election campaign a
few years ago, a candidate was
expounding the balanced abund-
ance of the virtues he was will-
ing to place on the altar of pub-
lic service. One inspired orator-
ical device was to take the let-
ters of his name and tell what
each stood for. “P” was for
“Progressive”; “R” stood for
“Redbloodedness”; etc.

The real peak of his . modest
characterization was reached
when he came to “O”. The “O”
in his name, he declared, stood
for “Honesty.”

* *

Office Manager — Pardon me,
young lady — but in the matter
of your dress, don’t you think you
could show a little more discre-
tion?

Typist — My gosh, some of you
guys are never satisfied

* - *

Old men and comets have heen
reverenced for the same reason:
their long beards, and pretences
to foretell events.
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LOPSY purred loudly

legs. She backed away. “I—just
don’t like cats!” she said.

I stroked Flopsy’s golden fur.
“What don’t you like about

them?”

“Well — they're so jungle-like,
the way they sort of sneak along

— and they're so — so blasted
high-hat, they don’t love you like
a dog would — just so inde-
pendent—"

I threw back my head and
laughed. “All the things you say
about them is true — but what
marvellous truth! Oh, if we
humans could be a little more like
the cat.”

Jungle-like? Yes, in that they
can meet primitive demands of
life in a simple direct manner.
They don’t run madly around in
circles, as most humans do, try-
ing to change the world to some
ideas of their own, or expecting
the impossible. They are prac-
tical and wise, willing to accept
what the world is and has to
give; nothing more, nothing less.
They can meet trouble without
worry, coping with difficulties
according to their means without
the twitch of a whisker.

I’VE watched Flopsy stalking a
lizzard by the half-hour —
patiently waiting the right mo-

By Gay

and
rubbed against my visitor’s

G WINDS

&

ment to pounce. Then I've seen
him miss this anticipated lizzard-
meal by a mile when the lizzard
was just too quick for him and
scuttered off with a flick of his
tail in Flopsy’s face. But I never
saw Flopsy moan or fret or cry
or bewail his awful fate. No,
it seemed quite natural to his life
that now and then someone or
something would outwit him. So
after a calm rest, he roamed
around the back yard until. ke
heard the chirping of a bird. He
was instantly alert for this new
opportunity — and this time, he
won. He looked over at me with
a sort of wink. You see how it
is, my friend? Sometimes you
lose and sometimes yvou win.
Sometimes things are pleasant,
and sometimes a little unpleasant,
but in the end, everything turns
out fine .

And cats are high-hat, inde-
pendent. Bless their self-con-
tained little hearts. What hu-
man wouldn’t be better off for
a little more independence and
self-sufficiency? Of course they
don’t fawn or cringe or worship
without reason, as many dogs—
or humans — might. They have
ino much dignity and self-respect
for that. They don’t need to
beg for your affection -~ they
~ould even get along without it
entirely. On the other hand, if
you give them affection they, in
turn, accept it with dignity and
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take it for granted that you un-
derstand they are fond of you,
too.

Once I lived near a neighbour
who owned a dog and a cat —
also a vile temper. One night,
in a particularly evil temper, he
gave his animals a hard Kick
with the hard toe of his boot. The
dog came cringing back to him
the next morning, ready for more.
But not the cat. Uh-hu, not the
cat. He had marched himself
away from that place and never
did come back.

Would you? Would you gu
calmly back to a person who mis-
treated you and punished you
without reason or merit? If Jyou
would, then you don’t have “the
self-respect of a cat, nor the wis-
dom. More than that, the cat
wouldn’t worry a fig just where
he would go or what he would do
next. One step at a time is
enough for this self-sufficient
and independent animal. As it
happened, this cat lived on his
own resources for a good many
weeks before I finally convinced
him that my home might be a cozy

place. (I included a promise to
never mistreat him.) There
might bhe a time and place for

hunibleness in our world, but it
can certainly be overdone, and
more often, it is better to skip it
entirely. as does the cat.

“But you can’t trust them,”
I've heard people say. You can
trust a cat to be a cat and always
act like a cat. That’s more trust
than vou can place in humans,
because often they act like a
human one moment and a fiend
or an angel the next -- one can
never be sure. But with a cat,
one can be certain he will always
be the same: resourceful, self-
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sufficient, loving to those who de-
serve it, courageous but not fool-
hardly, calm.

I’LL never forget the first time

Flopsy encountered snow. We
had lived in a warm southern
climate where, the city fathers
explained, it simply never snowed.
But one freakish morning, it
snowed just the same.

I opened the back door and
called Flopsy to breakfast. Here
came his little golden head
around the corner of the tool-
shed in the back yard where he
always slept. He meowed and
lifted his voice and chattered at
me for quite a time, without mov-
ing, showing plainly his com-
plete surprise at finding this
white stuff all over the nice sand
of his desert. I tried to explain
to him that it was only snow and
wouldn’t hurt him.

But he wasn’t one to be too
gullible, not teo willing to accept
another’s word about a thing he
didn't understand. No, in the
cat world, they soon learn to de-
pend on their own findings, their
own minds and actions.

“Well,” T told him. “Go ahead
and take your time about this.
But if you want your breakfast,
yvou’ll have to decide to walk over
the snow, I'm not bringing your
milk to vou, old boy.”

He seemed to be thinking that
over. Then, gingerly, I watched
him reach out with one foot to
touch the strange white stuff.
It was as if he were saying, “Okay,
smarty-pants. I'm not afraid,
you see, I'm merely cautious. But
this is something I'll just have
to take a chance on, then. If it

(Continued on page 17)

IT PAYS IN THE LONG RUN

TO GET THESE SUPPLIES IN
e BUGGY HARNESS

¢ BUILDING MATERIAL
e HOUSEHOLD GOODS

e SHOPKEEPERS SUPPLIES

From

LEONARD deCORDOGVA LTD.

Little Port Royal St., Kingston.
Sele Agents for HALL'S DISTEMPER & SOLIGNUM Preservative.

e RIDING SADDLES
o FARM IMPLEMENTS

;
5
e

T v -—-r-w

BN

In Great Demand FEverywhere

Distributors J. H. G. MAPP

AN P N P N NI S ™ ™ R S N PN

(Succes.) 835 Barry St.

‘THE PAGODA

MESNZUNZNSNZHSHENSNSNSHENSHSNSNENSNZNSENSNESIENZNENZENE

FAR EAST BOOKS
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ASIATIC ART
by H. F. E. Visser.

This extremely handsome book
covers the finest private collec-
tions of Far Eastern Arf in Hol-
land and Belgium, including the
famous Stoclet. Collection in
Brussels, and the London Collec-
tion in the Hague. The author,
H. F. E. Visser, is Curator of
the Municipal Museum of Am-
sterdam, and the Museum of Asi-
atic Art, Amsterdam, and is a
well-known authority on Asiatic

Art.

The present volume is concern-
ed only with private collections
and in this it renders a special
service. Museums are readily
available to the student of art,
but it is mere difficult to obtain

access to private collections.
Then, too, there is ~always the
danger that, in the course of

time, these groups of art objects
will be dispersed, as has been
the case with so many famous
art colleetions in the past. This
book provides a complete, and
most beautifully illustrated, ca-
talogue of every important ob-
ject in each collection, and this
will remain as a permanent re-
cord.

While there still remains a vast
field for excavation, discovery
and interpretation in the field of
Asiatic Art, it is certain that
much of the knowledge that we
have already acquired has been
due to the pioneer work of en-
thusiastic individual collectors,
and a book like this gives an idea
of the great debt that is owed to
the emergence of persons with
sufficient taste, scholarship and
means fto find and acquire fine
art objects.

The reproduction (including
several in full colour) are ex-
ceptionally well printed, giving
full value to each detail of the
picture or object, so that the
book provides a satisfactory sub-
stitute for those who have not
the opportunity to study the ori-
ginal pieces. A large part of the
text is taken up by a descriptive
catalogue, and Mr. Visser’s notes
are a model of brevity and cla-
rity, conveying a great deal of
information, as well as the latest
conclusions, in regard to each
piece, i

In the text, Mr. Visser explains
that the predominance of Chi-
nese art objects is due to the
fact that they were more readily
available for purchase, since
China has allowed much of its

‘was erroneously
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best art to be shipped abroad,
whereas, when it came to Ja-
panese art, after about 1880, Ja-
panese laws, and the keen inter-
est of native collectors, rendered
it almost impossible for western
collectors and museum to ac-
quire outstanding specimens. This
explanation seems rather unne-
cessary, because, under any cir-

cumstances, Chinese art would
"still form the most important
part of any Asiatic collection,
China having been to the East

what Greece was to the West.

Not only has Chinese art had
the longest continued tradition of
fine art extending over 3000
years, but much Asiatic Art, in-
cluding practically all Japanese
art, was inspired by Chinese
masters. One of the reasons why
this may not yet be universally
recognized in Europe is because,
as Mr. Visser points out, the col-
lection of fine Chinese paintings
has been rather neglected in Eu-
ropean private collections, with
the result that Chinese Art has
been more widely known in its
minor forms than in its most iin-
portant one.

It is very interesting to study
a book like this which inciudes
the arts of China, Japan, Korea,
the East Indies, India, Burma,
Thailand, Cambodia, Nepal and
Tibet. In spite of the close
connection of the Dutch with
Java and the East Indies, and
the large number of countries in-
cluded, nearly two-thirds of the
pieces described are of Chinese
origin. This is all the more no-
ticeable bhecause the volume in-
cludes comparatively few ex~
amples of Chinese painting, and
no prehistoric pottery. The pro-
portion would seem to give a frair
appraisal of the relation of Chi-
nese Art toc the art of the Eastern
world as a whole.

The collections include archaic
Chinese bronzes (chiefly ceremo-
nial vessel) as well as specimens
of paintings, lacquer, plastic art,

ceramics, jade, glass, ivory and
silver of the various countries
mentioned.

Although there are few Chi-
nese paintings, these include
some of very special interest. One
is a Sung painting in the Stoc-
let collection,© whic¢h aroused
great interest when it was shown
at the London Exhibition of chi-
nese Art in 1937. At that time it
catalogued as
“A (Clerical Orgy,” but Mr. Vis-
ser is of the opinion that the

central figure is

A A

“dying” and not
drunk. Sir Percival David, di-
rector of that Exhibition, with
whom we discussed the picture.

agreed with this conclusion, and
further expressed the opinion
that the figure in question is a
Nestorian priest and not a Bud-
dhist monk. Also worthy of spe-
cial mention is a very fine study
of horses by Chao Meng-fu
(1254-1322), and a very pleasing
painting of “Ladies in a Land-
scape” attributed to Ch’'iu Yin,
(one of the most famous painters
of the Ming dynasty) who work-
ed in the second half of the 16th
century.

The reproductions of Japanese
pictures are delightful. Most of
them are of the later periods
(18th and even early 19th cen-
tury), and they look deceptively
“modern” to Western eyes, al-
though it appears obvious that
they owe much of their tech-
nique to the famous “monk”
painters of China (such as Pa
Ta Shan Jen and Shih-t’ao), who
worked in the late 'Ming and
early Ch'ing dynasties, and whose
influence on the whole of bhoth
Chinese and Japanese painting
has only very recently begun to
be appreciated.

Not only is this book a delight
to look at, and to handle, but the
text and the catalogue notes are
interesting and provocative, with
good comments on the dating of
early bronzes. The work wel]l de-
serves to be included in the lib-
rary of all serious collectors and
students of Asiatic Art.

Judith and Arthur Hart
Burling.
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(Continued from Page 13)

proves to be safe, well and good.
If it isn’t safe — well, the very
worst that could happen to me
would be death. And even that
doesn’t scare me too much. In
fact, I'd prefer it to just stand-
ing here and starving.”

So he put in another paw, then
another. He seemed quite satis-
fied when the stuff didn’t harm
him. He even rolled in the snow,
tossing around with his own
snow-storms. Then he came to
breakfast, purring proudly. “Pfft,”
he seemed to say. ‘“Just one more
fact of life I've met—and found
to be no prqoblem a% all.”

Ah, that numans were more

like cats!
End.
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CHINA AS IT LOOKED TO ME

(Continued from page 9)

report which he had been re-
quested to prepare for the Min-
istry of Health. This he had
done before the rest of us were
awake.

R. Liu poured me full of in-
formation, introduced me to

a great many people of different
occupations, and drew me into
situations in which few foreign-
ers would have had an opportun-

ity to nparticipate — situations
which often revealed the usual
difficulties among individuals;

and all this was done in a man-
ner which left me free to draw
my own conclusions. I suspect,
as a matter of fact, that he was
curious as te what my reactions
would be and deliberately set the
stage to see how far I could go
in catching on quickly. 1 de-
veloped a great respect for this
attitude of his, the more remark-
able in him because he is a man
of strong opinions and definite
ideas about the right way to do
things. A lesser personality
would have strained to make me
see things his way, but Dr. Liu
never made me feel that I was
under any obligation to be in
agreement with him. It is only
fair to say that I met many
other Chinese during my stay who
impressed me with their reason-
able attitude towards divergent
opinions and with respect for
another viewpoint

After completing the work in
Nanking I had an opportunity to
visit approximately half of the
medical colleges in China. The
first ston was Peip’ing, whieh had
been described to me in such ex-
travagant terms by people in
Shanghai and NanKking, that I
was fully prepared to be disap-
pointed. I will not attempt here
to compete with those who have
tried to convey something of the
beauty and charm of this old
city. As we approached it by air
the landscape and the setting of
Peip’ing under the western hills
reminded me so much of Cali-
fornia that I made the mistake
of commenting on it. I should
have known better, of course.
Once inside the city walls, I
realized the futility of my re-
mark. Peip’ing defies comparisons
and needless to say we were kept
very busy sightseeing in the time
left over from lectures, confer-
ences and visits to the medical
institutions, among them the
famous Peip’ing Union Medical
College. The influence of this
college has obviously been very
great for all over China one
finds leaders in public service who
have either taught or been train-
ed within its walls. The con-
trast between Peip’ing and the
next city we visited, Tsingtao, is
remarksble. Here was an en-
tirely different atmosphere: that
of any small city in northern
Germany. In the building for-
merly used by the Japanese as
an officers’ club, a leading
Chinese gynaecologist was organ-
izing a medical school

ETURNING to Shanghai from
this trip north, we next pro-

ceed by air to Lanchow in the
Northwest, where we were the
guests of Governor Kuo. Flying
in China is all done during the
daylight hours; and in order to
reach their destination by night-
fall the planes usually start from
Shanghai anywhere between
dawn and eight o’clock. There-
fore, catching a plane out of
Shanghai usually means getting
up at four o’clock in the morn-
ing and sometimes spending hours
at the Lunghwa Airport going
through customs, having the bag-
gage weighed, and sitting around
until the plane is ready to take
off. The only time I saw the
streets of Shanghai reasonably
guiet was during these early
morning trips to the airport. In
the very centre of the city the
air was cool and fresh, a pleasure
to breathe; but as we approached
some of the residential section
the freshness of the early morn-
ing was rudely destroyed by the
“honey carts” making their
rounds. Seventy per cent of
Shanghai has no sewage system
and used this method to dispose
of night soil. It accounts for the
lush growth that is seen around

. the city, particularly evident as

one approaches it from the air.

In Hankow we were held up by
a sticky “cow flap” on the plane.
The pilot waited patiently for the
mechanics to rectify the difficulty,
although he as well as the pas-
sengers would have been glad to
leave the damp, steamy heat of
the airfield. Within a few min-
utes after we took off we were
at eight to ten thousand feet and
buttoning our coats. It was the
first time that I had felt com-
fortably cool since my arrival in
China and I had difficulty shar-

ing my travelling companions’
concern because I had by mistake
left my. topcoat behind in
Shanghai.

A short distance out of Hankow,
we turned north, and fol-

lowed the beautiful Han River
for some time before crossing the
Mountains to reach Sian on the
Yellow River. Sian, capital of
Shensi Province, lies in a sandy,
semi-arid region, brown in ap-
pearance from the air — a sharp
contrast to the intense green of
the rice fields on the southern
slopes of the mountains. In Sian
we learned that the airfield at
Lanchow was closed because of
the rain and after being held up
for several hours, during which
time we consumed quantities of
watermelons, our pilot was in-
structed to ground the plane
until the following morning. I
welcomed this unexpected oppor-
tunity' to visit Sian, the first
capital of China, and the city in
which the Generalissimo was held
captive by the “young Marshal,”
Chiang Hsueh-Liang in 1936. We
dined that evening in European
fashion with the Commanding
General of the area, General Hu
Chung-nam.

My forgotten overcoat was still
a matter of concern to my
friends. One of the Army officers
produced one of the blue padded
cotton waistocats issued to the

regular Chinese soldiers. 1 wore
this waistcoat a good deal during
our journey, not in addition to,
but in preference to my own
jacket, and though I was tempted
to keep it to show my friends in
the United States, I dutifully re-
turned it to the Army Supply in
Sian on our way back from Lan-
chow.

A good deal of the next lap of
the journey was spent at a height
of over thirteen thousand feet,
and travelling was rough and
somewhat nerve-wyracking. For
long periods of time we flew
without so much as a glimpse of
the ground, a serious matter in
that mountainous region where
the pilot flies by “contact.” We
were able to judge from the ex-
pression on his face that the
pilot was none too happy about
this adventure, and it was evi-
dent that he shared the relief we
all felt when the wheels of the
plane finally touched the muddy
airfield of Lanchow.

(to be continued)

MODERN CHINESE
EDUCATION

(Continued from page 8)

965 and of 21,831,909 in 1945 had
in the summer of 1947 increased
to 23,913,705. In secondary schools
the number of schools in 1937 was
2,716 with 544,061 students, 3,745
schools with 1,163,113 students in
1945, and 6,346 schools with 2,055,-
441 students in 1947. Colleges
and universities in 1937 num-
bered 108 with a student enroll-
ment of 41,922, in 1945 increased
to 141 institutions and 80,646
students and finally in 1947 num-
bered 207 institutions with 148,844
students.

The percentage of literacy of
the population in 1937 was 23.42,
30.34 per cent in 1943, 44.90 per
cent in 1944 and 48.94 per cent in
1945. While these figures are
only approximate, they do prove
that even during the war, the
Government did not neglect
popular education which it
realizes is the basis for self-gov-
ernment in democracy.

The expansion in numbers is
partly a natural increase every
year, partly due to the Govern-
ment programme and partly to
the stimulus given by the “guest”
schools and educators to the in-
terior. The shortage of schools
has been constantly felt and the
pressure for educational facili-
ties ever present. It is particu-
larly hard on some of the well-
known universities where appli-
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cation far exceed vacancies and
where literally thousands of
students have to be turned away.
While there is a great need for
more schools, we are faced with
the difficulty that the present
equipment and qualified teaching
personnel are not even sufficient
to handle the existing schools.

It has even been suggested that
there are already too many
schools and ‘students and that it
would be better to cut down the
numbers. On the other hand,
should the Government pursue a
five-year programme of economic
and political reconstruction as
planned during the war, China
would be needing so huge a num-
ber of trained personnel that it
would be necessary to expand
present facilities five or more
times.

(to be continued.)
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MAR ' | W Claret GIASSES '« sia s sieinsiansioie s aihe 4/- ea.
. - ? 1| Champagne Glasses ................ 5/— ea.
DU RN Drinking Goblets ......0 . i aiees 5/6 ea.
| Water Jugs ..... a0k e saasosvaons 12/- ea.
\} DECANTELS o ois oo s o %t olah o gpiio s vhonsians 21/- ea.
‘j e LIQUEUR SETS:
1| 7 pieces. Decorated .............. 22/6 set

e WATER SETS:

{ 7 pieces. In Pink, Green, Blue Amber
5/— set

l ~

¢ SALAD SETS:
7

pieces. Large assortment 10/6 to 45/- set

B L e

I DRESSING

sousl designed
Luxuriously 18/- 10 43/ set

TABLE SETS

SNOWFLAKE SHORTENING

(anbbean Producis (o., l.!d

_Distributors: TIE TEN QUEE LTD. e 2l

B iRl O SN o
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