ABRSTRACT

Froguent remarks by teachers of New Secondary
Schools (NSS) that students' participation, particutarly of
grades 10 and 11 stwients during classroam instruction is un-
satisfactory or minimal, motivated me to inwoestigate the roa-

sons for this probleam.

This study was designed Lo assess the amount of
verbal interaction that ensues botween students and teachors
during formal classroam instruction, to ascertain whether
students participate or 'talk' as much or less than their

teachers.

The Sumple comprises two acodemic lovels of
grade 11l students (Continuing and Fuictional} in Language/
Comnunication and Mathomatics; a mixed gqroup of Vocational
stuldents (Carpentry/Joinery) and their teachers {ran two New
Secondary Schools (NSS) making a total of one hundred and

sixty-five students and five teachers.

The Instrument used in the Study is Webb's (1981)
nodified version of Flanders' (1970) Interaction Malysis

process.  This involves the use of a category systan, an



Observation Schedule, a tape-recorder and a stop-watch to se-

cure relevant data.

The results of the stuly reveal that:

al  Teachers in the NSS are the chiofl
participants (spaakers) during for-

mal classroan instruction.

b) Continuing (bright and average)
stuwdents participate (Lalk) nore
than Functional (xlow average)
stuwdents during formmal classroan

instruction.

¢)  Teachers of Functional students
interact nore with students,
through "talk', than do teachers
of Continuing stulents, during

forimal classrnxm instruction.

d) The teacher of a mixed ability
group of Continuing and Functional
students interact more with stulents,
through 'talk’, than do stulents,
during formmal instruction in a

voactional subject.



e} Whether in acadamic {Language/
Comaunication and Mathanmatics) or
Vocational (Carpentry/Joinery) classes,
teachers participate more than students

during formal classroam inslruction,

In light of these [hdings this thoesis develops
the idea that Supcrvision is the koy to helping classroon
teachers aogquire podagoyical techinigues which will facilitate
for our students much greater impetus to actively and verbally

participate during formal classroan instruct ion.

The Study concludes with suggestions to Qfficials
in the Ministry of Education as to what can be done to insti-
tute instructional supcrvision and upgradc the supervisory
skills of Senior teachers in the NSS so that the teaching
techniques of classroom teachers [(in-sorvice and pro-service)
who wish to develop their students an purticipatory learning

through greater verbal interaction, can be improved.

Principals of NS5 arc advised of procedures they
can anploy to enlist the co-operation of Senior teachors en-
trusted with instructional supcrvisory duties over classrodan

teachers, who often solicit supervisory quidance in their



teaching e.q.

a} Swupervisors would attanpt to asscss
the relationship between classroom
activities amd clearly undorstood

teacher-obkjectives.

b)  Supervisors would note whothor ocetlexds
and techingues used by teachers are in
tuirmony with the Loest that is known
about: chiild growth and developnent and
the learning process and scck to help

teachers become knowladgeable of such.

Recomiendations are then made to Senior teachers
as to the techniques they can amploy to Looare officient
Supervisors of classroam teachers. Finally, hints are offered to
classroam teachers as to how they can conduct their instruc-
tions to obtain more verbal participation [ran Lheir studoents

to ensure for the latter interesting, effeoective learning.



