
ABSTRACT 

With in  recent  t imes.  Governments of  the newiy  independent  countr ies 

of  the reg ion have been invest ing large sums o f  money on he development  

o f  thei r  mar i t ime sectors .  Th is ,  no doubt ,  has been inf luenced pr imar i ly  

by nat iona l is t ic  fervour  which has been permeat ing the reg ion s ince the 

ear ly  s ix t ies .  I t  is  there fore necessary for  an examinat ion to  be under­

taken of  o ther  in f luences,  espec ia l ly  the soc io-economic ones which appear  

so far  to  have been g iven minimal  cons iderat ion.  

Th is  s tudy focuses on the economic aspects  of  l iner  operat ions 

in  the Car ibbean.  I t  w i l l  be presented in  f ive chapters.  The f i rs t  chapter  

out l ines the background and purpose of  the thes is .  The second d iscusses 

the nature of  the Shipping Indust ry .  The th i rd  chapter  d iscusses the 

var ious components  of  fhe sh ipping system in  the Car ibbean,  the inst i ­

tu t ional  ar rangements and the pecul iar  features of  the Car ibbean sh ip­

p ing sector  are also exp lored and some key issues are tack led a t  the 

methodo logica l  s tage.  The four th  chapter  focuses on the economics o f  l iner  

operat ions in  the Car ibbean and at tempts a br ie f  overa l l  eva luat ion of  the 

var ious carr iers  o f  the t rade.  

The study ends wi th  some suggest ions for  correct ing some o f  the 

obv ious def ic ienc ies and suggests  guide l ines for  a future Car ibbean Ship­

p ing Po l icy .  


