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Inbust·"'''''''it''
OURABILITYtomakedecision comesdirectlyfromthe trust placedunus
to makeourowndecisions.Checkout Jaye'Q'sBrew.

fsu.e~trccAile. _~IIIiid?',
NETTALKtakes a lookat SteveIrwin,whorecentlyIlllfijoilismonth-old
babywhilefeedinga croc.Hasthe Aussiefinallygone too far?

TraiaiDg aIoae
WHILEtrainingwithfriendsisusuallyanencouragingexperience,to tram
aloneregularly,youhaveto be strongmentallyandspiritually.

SHIRVAN WILLIAMS "After he told my father about my abil-
ity, my father questioned me. At fhat I
was going-to lie, but I decided not~ and
he allowed me to play ~ but I had to be
home by nine every night," he said.
His career blossomed over the following

years.
In 1972, he migrated to the United

States where he formed the band Mood's
Pan Groove.
He lived in the USA for 10 years before

coming home and becoming one of the
original members of Phase II Pan Groove.
While with that band, he started a new

career in arranging. He began with Play-
ers Symphony in Belmont, and in 1986
left Phase II to become a professional
arranger.
Griffith has also worked closely with

several schools for the Junior Steelband
Festival.
This move paid off, and in 1989 Griffith

joined Showboat International, a
Trinidad-based steel band, which led to
his playing all over the world.
"We went to Japan, Hong Kong, Europe

and Sweden. We took pan all over -t.he
world," he said. .

• Soon after that he started to compose as
well.

iffith has composed the music for
songs like "Trini Know How To Party,"
"Advantage," and "Can't Touch This."
This year he composed "Behave Your-

self/'a song performed by Uniece Peters
with lyrics by Alvin Daniell.
In 1999, Griffith won the Pan Song of

the Year Award from the Copyright Or-
ganisation ofT&T.
Griffith has returned to his hometown

of Belmont to help Belmont Fifth Di-
mension this year.
He hopes to help the band win the Pan

Trinbago Sydney Gallop Competition
(previously known as the Small Steelband
'Competition, part of Panorama).
He views this as a way to help youth get

off the street and become more interested
in music.
"Being a person that born and grow up

here iIf~e4nont, I wanted to do something
,gobd ta.give back to my community. I hope
I can take some of the youths off the vio-
lent trend that we have been seeing re-
cently, so that when people look at the area
they will see something positive," be said.

BRIAN "BEAN" GRIFFITH began his ca-
reer as a pa nme,n in a time when the pro-
fession was considered to be only for bad-
johns.
Griffith, from Belmont, was 13 when he

had his first turn in the spotlight.
"As a little fella I would run away every

evening after school and go to the panyard,
even though I had a very strict father. There
was a guy named Harris who would teach
me all the tunes they were playing. In those
days, a van used to come around to tape pan
music.
"A Friday .night I saw the van and I asked

my father if I could go and listen to pan (be-
cause he did not want me to play). He said
yes.
"WhenJ got there I just grabhed a pan and

began playing it."
Griffith said the captain of the band asked

him if he knew the tunes and he said yes.
Itwas then that natural talent was recog-

ntsed in.the young men.
The captain went to his father and told

hi nr-His json ~ad played and had done so
very well. .,

eroc Hunter's
stunt with baby
draws fire
SYDNEY - "CROCODILE HUNTER"
Steve Irwin has survived tussles
with giant pythons, poisonous
snakes and, of course, crocodiles.
Now he faces a new threat: claims
he endangered his infant son.
Irwin drew fire from child welfare
groups and was named the subject
of a government investigation for a
publicity stunt on Friday n which
he fed a crocodile wjth one hand
while cradling his month-old son,
Robert, in the other.
The incident at Irwin's popular
reptile park in Beerwah, north of
Brisbane, was captured on
Australian television, and viewers
later jammed phone lines to
express the1r outrage.
"1 think he's a bloody Idiot. He's
addicted to the .-lteatf .... " •
dile farm owner Keith Cook said.
At a news conference on
Saturday, Irwin said he probably
would have done things differently
with his son, but he defended his
actions.
"It's all about perceived danger. I
was in complete control," said
Irwin, flanked by his father, his wife
and his five-year-old daughter.
Bindi.
"People say, 'Well, what if you
had fallen?' But for that to take
place a meteorite would have had
to come out of the sky and hit
Australia at 6.6 on the Richter
scale like in Iran," he said.
Irwin has gained worldwide fame
for his Crocodile Hunter show OQ
the cable channel Anima lanet, I~
which he chats excitedly bout
exotic and dangerous creatures ...
sometimes from extremely close
proximity to the beasts. Animal
Planet's Web site features several
"Close Call Clips" that show Irwin
getting bitten or merrily escaping
the jaws of hungry reptiles.
Friday's footage on Australian TV
showed Irwin feed a dead chicken
to a 13-foot crocodile named
Murray While he held Bob In the
other hand. Murray snapped up the
meat.
"Good boy, Bob," Irwin said. He
then balanced the boy on the
ground after the crocodile had
retreated to the water.
Irwin's wife Terri had handed the
baby over to Irwin in the enclosure
and giggled at the spectacle.
"It was a wonderful sensory expe-
rience for him (the baby). He dug
it," she said.-
The stunt drew comparisons to
singer Michael Jackson handling of
his infant son in Bertin in
November 2002. A nationa broad-
sheet, The Austr,'lian, calle It"
bizarre act at his Sunshine. Coa,
zoo that mirrored Michae'
Jackson's da>io • of his newbo'n
over a balco y. AP SEE PAGE3Z
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