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making Mesthdizenv“ﬁow are hhéyigéﬁng to pay;‘ﬁhat'voﬁ geling to do
" %o m@k@ them pay?"j Instnad of answering anthuizen ﬂuvcd furthcr
:ﬂnﬂ further avay until hir face was n dark speck abvove the horizen - off
the sea, HNkosl trlcd ‘to ‘attract hle attcntion by sbouting: "hhat
‘you golng tm do to moke them pay?......" _

Suddenly he was wilde awake, His ﬁeart pounded; hie body treﬁbled/
The‘car‘waa at 8 standetill, Volcee were about him, A bright light
shone in hig face, Ba "

a rruff volce aa;d' "So you are alive. Paeébook'" !
W - . Nkost 3 was speechless with chock en@wahr; : i i

"bﬂmon man, and get out of there. %@ | e
| Then he heard Westluizen'e voiﬁe: "Thia is a rav one: picked %mn {

' up on the Protectorate bord@h‘t nli@r today. Will arrange for him' |
to get his Pasebook tamqrrow.;Is that all right?” &
Kkogl stumbled, out &@ the car, minsed his footing and went
down on hande and kneeE* A pair of rouph hands Jﬁrked him violently
upright and sla%qu him apainst thc side of the car,
"b@r@;nl mnﬁ " Phere was mock concern in the gruff volce,

Bacb in tte “hﬁddwa Losi sew another man and ‘a little beyond him

the patrol car. A aﬁt” of *ﬂnic ﬂhot t:roun; ikoel, The urge waa i

‘to .run, to put as much distance bctwewn h1MPﬂ1f and thﬁse men .,

"Suppose tomorrow will do," Gruff voiqe said,
LR - & I ey
Miot @trictly legal "/friend from the shadows sald, @ curloys

)

note to hiv voiee. "You know the requirementa of tnc law 5r....‘?..;.‘
e walted pointedly.A

"Coetzea, Hlans Coetzee, "#Vegthuizen said "?ﬁ‘rcabh‘my ploce

you turn off the main road abowt flv# miles along.
¥ i ‘Gruff Voﬁ%m salds "Xes,  § know of you Mr. Coatz@e: Hwar you mr’
! _}Yerv mctivo in pJ*%g hork. T’m surc 1t will be allriphu f'or yon to

it e
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‘ ' rogister him W in the mm!.ne;. gLl T " v 2
| o M '/'nmmlrm t.umod to u'o mery in tb: amdown. ébi'i;v'aﬁcut t.'m?
K i but when 1 eet, out o ‘nvd no int@ntion of bringzinp a xefffip hoek |
A A 7ip with me mnmwo 1 would hove @mmed thmga in Mmoa. g
“ S A Tha mon in the shadbws aaidz g ae& 0 thm h@ a.ddéd, the czmin
i’;f% a X note etnl in his volc, : "Yon'rﬂ- a8, new a.p‘!iva;l. hero'mr. Ooetzee, a
Wy 200 ey weloone one W be rmre. Bren b h”ve ioerd of what an uprirht
; A e narty man you are, f‘e nlwaes don £ mieunder'ﬂ ‘me\. JBut weﬁave. ht
L‘;& ’ | ‘,,‘ some trouble 1n t.hia distrwt J,ately am T um to zmp a tigh
bein . chec k ‘on kat‘fir movemsnts. f ; :
"f:"' Qﬁ oetal By ' x!lroei thought: S.cm'm in tr«;u" thulzen; that ona 1g !
?u ' auapicm*m. R %’g,(;‘iw‘ PR ‘. o e A
b ' The man. from the qtmdmgw forvard quickly. Wres! sm"*eﬁ
Lg@p‘ fﬁhth@r thén sﬁwjlt‘ “ud&i%%ﬁﬁ& o bripk; pl&re of the torehlig‘
& w'aa.‘fﬁll‘ on hl&" fa".‘ :
1 helax; look }t@ned bllnk ; ycm'ro Juet. a ac* r@d ’zrafﬁr.
. mw bri ‘% ‘_;1‘. 1;1nmmd on hie rmm for wu&b seomed o mrn
"-}' ' ‘ ’t.i"ne, 43 lm ;&M sal.owly Aown ~-J.a .hody. Mmzerod on hia qr@st
; snot kaek up to hls facﬂ. ?w had *welf emmtoa 1'& so lt rwa@leﬁ
[  notuing, ‘uwitr etortling eidaennens the bright 1icht var on 5
W o ‘est.mismn'* fﬁOP. And thcn 11‘. was of!‘ and th-« wioe bs-MM t‘wa :
i -‘ ! ﬁor‘eb *n*:r"mmm ;" e e \,g' ; (i e i L i
@ e s "'(orrv r. Coetzee Mdn't mean to c!o tm t, ”‘tn*@r 5‘17 ‘

.

)
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..Tm. t.omorrow tnfm, \ szff"&oice sa’id.\_‘ i mm er, ’mm,. b 1
(‘f : ‘

mrning. It.'A, nma ly t."vee now iof e e i 100
‘ H‘-"fnﬂfﬁﬁg &aftir, “”0stbu1~en vaiﬂ‘“"wurrw uﬂ’" <E5.“ A ‘“i, A5V
.\ ’l‘am t.um 'm%:olmwﬂ c«ullm om,‘mm mm@inm gm t‘m *’ﬂmw w«
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‘softly; ixxrex, 1solated, unguarﬂ@d. ek
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1l

As they ot into the patrol car Gruff Voice said: "You ehonldd 't
[ ]
baVr dune that coetzee wap rurlous, and don t forget hie uarty pulls

He con make trauble. ‘

"Furlious or friﬁ}tened?" 55 8 comnanion ae?rd moftly. ;
Gruff Volee grev alert, i ks i f ! b.? X
"¥rat do you mean?" - PV 7
ey thapsht our ”14tnr Coctzee was frightened, I thousht T saw
panie u? hie eyes in tha brief- rl re of Iight B 5

\

"You're mad, man, COetZee..e.ee” . i %~"t

d:’.‘

"I know, Coetzee le a well known uystmaﬂgng rarty man.‘ﬁut what

do we knnw about him?f Go on, you tellipe! wbat'do vie know about hlm?”

‘ "You're letting your 1maginntion-nun avay with Jou."

a "iqrneve. But let e oousldcr a few fects., 0ver the.past pix
months esven p@Oﬁl@ whomn the xau hmva restricted to ‘house detention
hava vanimhed- they-and %hgir famllipa hav@ olaan diaanneared as
though they never ex;ated That ie fact nwmber one, mwow%onths ago .
our secnrlty fhrcuﬂ*uhré on the trail of the terrorist 'mhlangi.
They trocked ﬁlm ﬂﬁun to this oart of the country, and then he
audaonly dlﬁuppeared as though e rllawed up by thin air./

"He slipped into the Proteotorate." Gruff Vnicn said,

"Did he? Then how come that even the Britleh‘have no record of

him leaving t%é‘ﬂfbteotorate.'FQQ_him to leeve by air there had to
 be somel record, end our'agénté there would ha%@,diacavered 1% Bus

\tbeve'wam no record, So how was it noeslble for hin to Bhdw upfin'a o

communist country a week after he dieanneargd?“ B “

"You tell ne," Gruff Volice said. : j

"Tha‘coaat 1 an hour's drive rrom hore," hia companien soid
The coast, R Tk
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~anuaemant. : : s '; “"‘\ s g A
" "Spasy mad about Whom? Mahlangi?" |
"Noj‘you may bﬁ rigxt about Mahlanml: abnnt GOﬂt"@e
"“Ht Izdxﬁn't eay anythlnz about Coetzee excent thot the 1izi
‘vaaowﬁd penic in his eyea, and I asked wi.t we know ahout hlm

"Because of Mehlanai end t%uae dlaa*;sarancea%"

"Yez, And because we éon?t‘knmr ﬂnythina out th@ man."

"Ang heconse we found him oh the roed wﬁt a Kaffir a litzle

pefore three in the morning?"

. L ) % W o : 77/ :
= : 4 | R : it o fé;;ﬂ”“ AR
"I don't know about the‘kaffir. e 1Qmiilglght to meys I

.Just have a. feelinp we ouxut ta.f1nd gfjg%g-‘\mope abont M,
: coetzee. fiov long has Soctzee 1ived' &éb’a‘” . ;

}

urufr oica struck a mateh qmﬂ héﬁﬁ 1t_eupped 1n his rimht |
and, ¥ith his left he tcok‘tneﬁnlvarﬂtte from his tounth and sal

". "’/q/

“91x " e abqued an etared at nothing 411 the mateh

g burnad hie fine@ra. .&hmn‘ﬁp atarted euralng eortly, anﬂ fluneg the

\

Qe&d natch vny.i§ﬁf§§¥%n while $b Btopped cursing and shook hlg
head. : 4 W K%\'\‘.‘ B R g g \ ’ AL : *
al" RPN \i& you : 4 : % {
"3 ﬂo@'t bg}ieve[ e one of uc.” : oy ol S
"1'1 not ﬂaying ne len't, tie gae here 8ix monfhs aro énd
;ﬁhese thin ie ke denﬂd'ﬂlnﬂﬂ. ho 18 he and where 414 he come from’
"I think we ta better find out abouﬂ ~r. Ocvtzee," gruff volee
aaid thouphtfullV, lig%tin 3Lﬁ caparette afresh,

'"That'r 811 A'm aay&ng.

Y

"Do we write a raport‘when we r@t baek?"

J e, not yet, e haven't anything to report vet. Let finﬁ :
out o 11tble more rirst. You and 1'11 havn to keep an ‘eye on him;v
but he muatn't‘know..l know a chao in 9ecnr1ty. 1'11 call him wher

¥e go back on shift thle evening."” il “ |
B g | FANREs Wi
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"Good." Grufr vOioe‘eﬁix. lle yoawned hugely and erowled "God
how I hate this night duty. ' _‘
- In his mind?e eye he sew the wapn plump roundnegs of his wife
He knew that got home- ghe would murmur in her gled &
in bed,fWhen ha KEnrSxinkmxker in en hour'a time,/her flesh would be
warn to .the touch, almost hot. And the nomant he touched 1t, he knew
it would burn desire into him. After nﬁarly two yeare of marn@age
h@ waa atill drunk with paesion for hie wifa.
Beside him his compenion emiled anxtnxxltl yith affectionate
derision, "Stop workinp yourself up. Xbu’;i géin be with her.Get on."‘
To eover hie sudden aelr-conaclousn&aé be soldi
."What made you think of that ceémzah 1n tfat way?"

"Itve alwaye vanted to Ret into a@aurity. ;

4 "3 aee," Gruff Volce ga}d, without quite knowing what ha'mav.

Jesthulzen's cummﬁlﬁj},}ad,-gmne on and on untll N¥koei had gnapped

"Stop 18L% 1 AN\ T , |
. And surlrlsiﬁyly, Weethulzen had obeyed'him'like'a lamb, Then,

i
]

for the naxt ﬁhreﬁ“miles,weathuirenfhad gona at breakneeck sneed.

"Follow&ng us?" _
Nkosi geerad throuyh the rear window, "mq." :
LA A mile further onWEathuizen ordered him to look apain. Thewe
wee no elegn of the )atrol car, They paasad throush a built up aren

anf In the predowm halr light Mrosl reengnisad it 28 a ﬂettlanent

~on the edge of oanefields. For to the right and falling away at

a pentle gloping angle Nkosl saw o cluster of lighte, le renerbered
lﬁe 11£t1e town from childhood daysz ene of the few predomln;;tly
Boer . tovwns it had been in this part of Natal ‘ '
( 'Inatgaa‘of maklng for the town Westhulzen awunv 1@!%. avay rvom
1t, elinbing up ths‘slopehof‘tha land, Then, tye mi;os-fnrthmr, ‘he ..



| L N | aa \
 entdenly ;wung off thavroad, tufneé of2 hié iightﬂ‘éné went alongs
;' an un@v#n, wmplng tvackuntil %he con: was.lost iltu!!!xtlitxnnnn
nta!kl in o sea of tall groen canm. .
:ncthuizen pu}lcd up. Trpm novhere a fiﬁnre wéa suildenly bealde
‘t‘e o8y | ] L A : | W T 2 i
A velce sald: "Mr. b1 DAL o G0 | |
. -";ee?" g ' : s :
Naosde® iy v ‘j, : »“‘ ‘ i'.‘ 2 :T \
Westhulzen ealds "”his ie egoing to ooct:yﬁu.double. $wonty, not
ten, Far this one and all the others. _k‘/ﬁé“;*;_A ; S
| Nkosi ealid: "I don't know how butl héwﬁ%@# what I carried. ¥e |
= were etopped by & petrol and I thgﬁk ﬁhq& are, euawieioua of him.
| | ,"Demn lyingukaffir'",”@Ptquf$cn hiamoﬁ. "The patrol waen't _
o aapplelous and 1 only gueasqﬁ abomt the money. He ghvc)hlmrﬁlf awéyz

o

' 1ts him." : : fﬁi,f | | ‘ et ji

\/

There vas Bilagﬁhg tﬁdh t”a volee ﬂaiﬁ: "Think tber@'ll a follo*~
! /

{ " ?H ke "\" . : B 2

‘What, you ggaﬁ ;pllnw-up2 vegthiilzen eoked, “:

o tkiﬁi so,* ikoel ﬁaid amd deeiﬂed tvnt tie vnw men sounded
e X i
‘like an Inﬂian.

/ |

# "ihat the ﬁevll arc Lyou t&l?inﬁ about?” Yesthuirzeh sdid,.

. "gome, "‘t”e nev man whis,ered. it ;
E _ “'NEos1 -stepped ont of the dar then, pulled - the bes with the
ﬁ,‘ ’mbney. Beelde LA* a 'eneil tobch auﬂﬁenly create@ a mall cirte of

i 115&%. In tne 11?ht Nkcsi looked 1oun at two xnn; ooal black h&nﬁe

"You sald tvqnty,” g%a Indian aaid.‘"?here it ls, Tﬁank you,

uo?ne...." 3 ' h Y] ’ ' ‘ . sl
L . ‘. N v e ~

4 hand foind Wkast's vrist and he folloWnﬂ the bquy, quic“

{ . , N

i ¥ " 3 ’ 2l il E
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mmving,abadowj figure with a sense or reliof that. left him waak, WOw
,at last, he was, he knew, o? hie own clde of the line. o had made -

L .

'the suceeaarul aroesing.
Neathui?en called ‘out softly but.urgently'
/" "Weit & minutel”
The Indlan leadin@ mkosi only hagtened his pace’ until they were

halr tgotting. Arter five ainmites of trottlng they suddenly emerpeﬂ
JEIE A i o7 A
at the side of a building. neside 1t was a car. £ man;eat at the

P sl \
Whil@ asked' . i (& 4

"Everything all right?” G
Nkosi's guide sald: 3 G Y

/

“"Yee our guest is here," |
‘l"And hies package?" ni 4 -Lﬁh o ; | ; i
"And bls pheokage.” : n ‘ » i { |
Soft long finpera euvled round.Nkoei'm hend Mh a prip that hurt,
.,"vplcame," A ﬁgfﬂ voice murmured carecaingly,. "You don't mow
how needed wkat yﬁu”brinﬂ 1&.....vom@, sit dowm for e while. I'n
. sure you gre dagd’%mat but we. havw to wait till WeetLuivan 1mawes.57 ,
. _Oh dear, I'ﬁ.ao aorry‘my dear Tellow, }'m Toctor Munkho6., Oflclally
I'm opposed to- commOn action batweon our meople becauae I belong
!L the ri htwing of Congrees; indeed, T way be gald to lead that
rightwing., Unoffioially, I'm your: host."yghuok;ed aoftly without eny
trace of humour, "We heve peid dearly for our former tr&napnrantly
honest methdﬂs of etruggle, When they were ready they pounaed and
deat;oyed the. movement becauae we had all declared aurselvea tron
publie platforms all over the country. He have now learnt that thin
. 1s bitter var,, no platforn pame. Your gulde here iF Semmy Maidoo.

trade unionist' cffiaially we are ensmlea. It helps to conruae the



acokent "Tell me r%v ﬁ*iem! do yau t}"xnk *s@at,hulgen wonlad tell M

S s S P o ’

" Bammy ,m"m aaids "T!my were swppad by patml‘." |
"only one" 3 ex*weeted the.a to ’bc atopped ut 1r«a9t thce.
#put t.ais m t‘;»e ’:»oint, noa, sx-. Tkosl aays \«esthuizen new

about. t»xe noney and t‘xat. the pctrol vos auspic&ous onomh to want.
- to follow—up." 7 /,' b4 ' , \ B : y
"I know tuev'll fouow-up,’f UCOF‘J. sam.‘ "le mka in o panic

arm one of fhem abone a tobeh in his fece anﬁ oow 1‘&. He hae t.o

1

LB
go and mrzi"wr me in the moming."

Ektmi felt tm.a swﬂf an | tension in 'both n :
w” )

'"Didn t he pive you o lassbook?"
. < = y ‘.

"{10 o ' : . ) ‘.A 2y

Bh

$ Af‘u'.mr"‘ /

"But I geve it to Mm, Doe." N b

& LUN

7 PALY right Semmy ., I'n wrn yuu aza, 'l‘mll mey my- friend, how do .

you kpow he knew ahout tlw Wy?" : i G e

 ilkosi told then abdmt t‘h& “caeetinQ with wgsthuimn and rfawatéd‘
nis words ah out lv‘ow agedec? ﬂxat ?Iirosi 'bmught 88 tn the opmaitier :
thér he told them qg 'vo‘ﬁt.huiz ‘e direct veference to the money

and Lle statnmei!s tbaut not taking 1t beeause 'ﬂroei‘s frdevnda

' wore *‘artmular’iw gfood at poinful mnrdere.

‘ym, T é‘ho." Munkhoo eaid. "Of com-e@ yon dmn’t deny 1t.....
& "y 'hcn he rave the ’)ﬁssewor'd I aeeumd he uae one of ue,"

"-cst.urally. 'e knew thie waa the mvt rwky fmrt. Anybody

elge but wmw mqn - or an apnarbnt mﬁim, pen - woulr" Eave 'bman o

s

?@ﬂrch@dc
o “1‘}*15 mute mag t not be olo ed," b*aa,don aam,
; Tbn soft volce of the doct.or went on an t.hbugh efpmoo has‘! not

= i ev mmemea hm. e :
A : - AR ; * f I S N
oi? 5 of +..‘¥~.{—‘v Bl Vi cwasand - hln  wna N 5 (i

\ \ ¢ /
é ! : : B ]
T X ; ) ) ) e AL = SR R

i
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"There ha}gceh," Haldoo sald, " / vl
Far behind. and o little below th@m, the twin headiiéhte of .
WQéthnizun'f car Swung onto the main road and eped avay rvanidly,/
"We can go now, I'm sorry but tlere'a ona:;;;xlittlo plece
of disoomfort for y&n ny friend. WQrdare.not have you travdlling‘
with us in eape wef are atopped. liaidoo ond I are a covple of
Cooliep and Coolles hrend like fliea gé t-e Coolle doctor hae been
out to daliv&r another ourry arse into the world, "hen we're on a
’trip like this we always-ensure that there ea nowly born 1itile
cbollozto_make hiz or her contribution to tﬁé’atrﬂEsle. BHt IT.
they found you with ue thay might beoome ﬁgﬁm,curinu- end start | i
searching, 60 you have to durl up yn,igp boot, Ve've ‘made it ae ’

Y Tl
)

comfortable as poeeible, Come,"

N

Th@ doctor ,wt his hand nm *kaml s arm to help him out o

the car, '"hat he ferlt mado h&m 'hirt hie hend from arm to ‘ulse.h
Ma'll have to meve gaﬁmy, our rriend'n nesr rr@aking noint N
"I'n all riqntﬂ“ ﬂkoeﬂ sald, ‘ AL i)
"That's a),l rim. my friend, Come," it | e

= e g

Botween th@m, Yhinkheoo and “aidoo help@d s?O?ﬂ to ourl himeelf
as W /28 possible
uo/CQMfortaBlyjfn the big boot of the enormous Amerigen-mede car,
Phorw wepe blankets and nillowa 0 ahacrb a6 much of the bouncing
ae poqeible.'Then they shoved the nonoy bag in with him and elosnd
down the 114, A wave of naueea_and claugtrophobio panic gwe t over
. Nkosi. He let out aideaperate yell and tanged apainet the roof of 'i

‘.the toot. An d suddenly the boot waa open opee more‘anﬂ the soft

PRI T

S

caressing volce of Hunkhoo .kept repeatin@u

-
Y

el

"Enay,ft&aﬂda, easy; easy., You ve been nnder grﬂat ntraln but

eaay. Juat a llttle 1on?9r ‘now aﬁﬁ then your greot mission will be

-~

e e N S ey




’1nma a sense of relaxad eeouraty. But & aart of 'his mind fousht

i o A | T . . X : ) ) -' ! 7‘ 3
K { ; B X 19} p ¢ p pod " ' K
ha A Y -\ e A

" Phe soft cébesalﬁktvqice:droned Gn'iﬁsiitently mtil Wkpéi

ml@x@d, ‘. P T i | 5 B ‘ ‘. i . o » J ‘

. “Sorry,” w@ wurmur@d.\"l m all rlght nnw.. NG

But the doctar kept on repeating his words till th@y becamm a

']umbled amaninslﬂas nonotenous ,érone, Then the doetér nlaced hie

‘P&na on hkoai'ﬂ forehead and knpt 1t,ther@ for-a minuto or o,

5 4 n eloeinm the boot now, iy friend. Ir it warriea you just

'bang liﬁhtly. Walll hmar yon atraigh‘sway zad 240D &nr npan up. We

have som@tn¢np rigp&ﬂ un 8o th at wa can }aar «ﬁut 6on't bang too
10Jdly in cage yon attraat unvanted atten?ta; @5&1 rlght?”‘;

&

SMAYY pight,t g ‘ , .*gpﬁ’
ﬁ'éhgfhnt slowly and qﬁieyly.

4

this times I leré was no gudden Ja&rl

The 2mufx top of the boot cemos

‘bang. e vne evere of 8 m
P the
monentary senee of stiflihe dH@riQEOn, bt Ehkut knowledae that

he! coulﬁ onid 1t at willqga re&qsur&ng. Yard could ne really? Thouab
waa too mwen \effmrt{%gnd ﬁﬁwﬁ the th;n@ bBeren to WDVe, gently, at
firsp; manily en@smwﬂiéﬁn humpinp oF: 1) mot too b&d. *hrn. suddanly.

\’\ “‘
«Qf emootinese, e el ]

there was a hr

-
y

in awmcmoﬁy gnrtonf way he b@cﬁﬁﬂ awarc of the terrible

hot

pounﬁinr of nf% neart. I f?rneﬂ o dull, ﬂersigtent pehe 8t the

baeic | of hlﬂ h@ad.~ Thi r@hcwei to his: ahowldera anﬁ fraw trore

the aaﬁe BT aad ripkt fhraugn ‘big’ body. It vf”acted bir hrvat}ing

end he knew that if ?0 hed to 82 @ak his voine wouli aound falnt,

fei s

'nollo“, d seﬂboﬁied\ And ty@ sof@ ceraae«np voien af the raatcr

wan, evsr"wnere 1&316@ hia h@aa. fimhtipg off the nain, qulinr hin

aﬂalnct the lnnulae to rel&xo& agaurity. And then hie. t@ﬁth besan
Wi
§0»chatter-and he . wes baﬁk@ingthe dhnghy apﬂ alanﬁ~on thc blaok

noe

P
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and mc hagan to whimper; teeth chatterina, body shaking, like a
kﬂaﬁﬁd and ﬁa:'!‘lf...eﬁ liﬁtl@ c}"‘ild lﬁﬂkﬂﬂ d‘n t?‘t" d:i&‘kcacp.t i

it 'aa thus that they raunﬂ him when tbey open@d the boot ;
‘.1#51@9 the aafﬁty-af a‘clo&aﬂ-g&r&ga.‘Tth narr&eé,hlm into thar
house and up a flight-of atéire\aﬁd 1ntn,a:§¢all'cgmfaf§aﬁiy
furnished attic roen, ‘Quiékly.rdoftly. tﬁardoatoriadnlniatered an
‘1nJeotion.  Then he and ﬂaiaco un@reaaed ﬂkoal and put him to bad. .
- The doctor e@ood LY, fael&ng kis pulse ae t%e mﬁakinﬂ araﬁually
dled down end the 1ow moan atopned. &\ 7 A

S

Naidoo looked from lkosl. to the dectq,r"

“Inat wiat they mean by someone crnnkang‘up, doe?"

"Very midly, ammy. Really this, 1n»mare lire aom@one aimnly
wassing out: & comblnabion of toa ﬂurh ten&ion, too 5reat an anxiwty
and t}@ atrain that goes w:vn 1t. Aand too mueh holﬂinp on to ynurﬁain

"5 ha might hax@ crnamwd bererﬂ we got %im : g t'ere d baan

any delay." T )

.

b 7 : : : W
"No, “'wmy. if “he ned to he eould h&ve gon@»an»for waybe another

i A

two, fear. &ix nr even t&elve hours.
"1 don'i ake 1t, doe.” ‘ \
"He l@t 7o becauee 1@ knew he was eafeé ﬁia subeonselons ﬁind
knew 1t was gafe tc let ?o of all thet tnnsion anﬁ e nmaded the
release deperately,” ‘
L omge you eay éo, doc." i But ﬁammy was not satimried. ‘Hé'é very
amall for tlia Job, doc, ‘D14 you notioe hia littlm feet, ond 1ook
at those arall handa. Dot etrong at all," /' UL ./

,/ s

; nunkhoo laughbﬂ end there was real awug@ment 1n hid laughtar.‘
Ha wae tall, aalq—akinnad, sraceful, A,thiek mop of wavy Jet’ blaek
hair nxxitlxxtnx:ttxﬂtxnlztnn crowned a handsome, humarous foce,

i
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There were str@aka of Frey 1n t“e nair, but thnée only enhaneed hirﬁ

-Llﬁh*caat@ Hindu good look, The doetor looked what he wap. ) henﬁqo~@
‘wealthy
upper elaes Hindu of zuut family who had had the beet aduaation

Fureve sould offep and money ¢ould,

’ contraat, blahk vammy heidoo. big, bnrly.clumsy~laok1ng wae
\ébviouely‘a descentent or those poor low-clasa nd ian pensants who

were brought to the country as indentured aoplie labour aboul the

“‘wlqule of the lﬂ eentwry.

J; 3
"You' re wrong, aenmy. Little- Tkosl® m ;ropohly ttronpor than

i G

the pair of ue put together.” W R -Mﬂi,sg
: ; T-, » & BT
"You're, Bokiny, ﬂoc. : ) *hm*

\
AL

"I'm not telkins Nbout'phyaicdlfgmbwpﬂth, mmmy.
”Wh&t'c the differenee«xetvea iﬁhéﬁ strongth, len't it?"

,"Ko, 1% len't, aenmy. 9fh& d&ctor paused, 9tared into & @ce, ,
then eheoh njs head sligqﬁly.]*‘b'll have’ to l*avc thia for another
time, Thexm'ea worlv t%m f‘%@. ue‘ll sleen th@ cloc}' mzmd end An oxy
cese Pee will be er%»ﬁaltavgigg him, 1'11 see thﬂt the money gata
up to iuﬁhu!s““.'ggféiz You @rranse about erthuiyen. 4t

% :
"Lookmmlikaﬂw» 11 !ave to get rid of bia,"’“aw”v cald ruintly.

'

-

| 4unkhoﬁtﬂ 7 ed aﬂd novied Then, suddmnly,,his,face pec@mo -}
twaetad ‘magk of bitter diagust. "ﬂnothbr‘naéﬁs&ary gettine pid bf;
heh. sammy « That poor hlooﬂy brute haa ‘been negsed nn by then and
meeaod up by ue; anu now he'c to be pot rid of 4 y
Ay Sammy Beesn ﬂll 81 0114 and heavy, s
‘ ile ¥move me.’ﬁ@'lnowm mkosi. he knows abawt the money, ang I
\told yon that ne's suapiciaus of you._Anﬂ you ﬁgarﬁ what hkoa;‘said.
‘For all we know they mlght bﬂ at him now," -‘;‘~ : :

"all right' All right

-

i

s ] "Ycu know there‘e no other way, Pemmy enll insdetentle.
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"I eald all right, dion’t I?"

4k 4 don't\lik@ to pee yow meesiﬁg yourSA1f"un. doe. You knov

‘as well ae 1 do what thos.3 peonle think of ua and vhat they will
do to us, lave yau fargputnn what hanpen@d when thﬁy ancouraped

the Zulus te'elaughter our peOple. a'you renenber hov they stood

by while it happened? R@mﬂmbmr? Remamoar. doet" ' RS
”Qtop 1t, loldoo! In any caea thie mnn ie no longer one of thers.

tuey ve cast hinm out." '

'"Eut he's not on our eiﬁe. doe, ile will api; ue; you heard

| Ukosi say that, We must eetablish confideﬂgd betw@en ourselves and

the Afrieans, noesn 't metter whether £§m &ur fault or not, 1f this
thing breaks down heps 1t will plav 2n€o the hands of the Africanists.

| They will eay thia 19 what hnpyﬂnﬂ.whén you ‘co=operate with t?@
:coollee. And what will hapyen.i» our people then, and who will -

protect them? Ve muet gak tha ﬂoney to tnnp Jo'bura and tharc muet
be no trail 1bad;nm t& the underyround t.rough ua:"
.iiunkhoo eubd;t\ﬁﬁ as he had done. so often in the past, resignely
in the raea of: the hord loglcal‘of what %oidoo ealled 'the situntion'
o'11" try io sake 1t look like Fogo," Namdo enld, :
§ ' iumkhoo shook of his deireeslon, loaked once nore at Nkoni who

"

had nov slinped into a- deep drugged sleep/ﬁnﬁ mit his hand to the

light awttch. : e

"Come on, Semmy, w»'v» work to e,

 "Phat 's mydoo,” :aidde murmured.
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Hlehnpd ﬂwuai WOFe uuﬁﬁanly, Ptartltnglv awaka aﬁﬂ nlwrt, k@ymﬂu

A

By Mo pnd tense, Th@n %w remeﬂbﬁreﬁ %kat the &nr%ar ?ﬁﬂ nut\him to bwﬁ.
'/A Gie rolaxn& éﬁs\thﬁ tmnazon lﬂft nla bndy.”f e 4rat¢w W“asw name za

S %unkhda, anﬁ mawgaa the trode unioniﬂt: he. %mﬁ m@rw *?niﬂ faema ‘

;ju&t befcrﬁ‘the draﬂ Ma& telven fomet. Anﬂ 5t Wﬁﬁ a*ﬁao'ﬂ that / |

e S bae? to hin m&&ﬁ vlnicly: a bl g TGBF, xtzarly @xareaslonlmaa, i

: almoat but nat quite vouna, end blaek, rﬂml

{

| AR th@ pyma,_aqall.aramy.qarﬁix ..... “watv Ly dzspaagianatw.

.o e aalculmtion he haﬂ anae a¢@n in ghgﬁéébﬁ 9‘ an @dﬁar and vhieh he

ﬁi 0y ,:ﬁ e
i $ i

hed nevar fargotten. % . _
+ ¢ Then Hkoal r&alia@a thﬁ@#ﬁg%waa 1n ﬂﬁrknwﬁa. ﬁawn Waé brfﬂklnﬁ |
nh@n ta@y put him ta l;%i% yﬁﬁ 1t vas éark ”m_”élt lcst ﬁnﬂ trmﬁn@d.f

it thvnu& ‘the da y‘m<et wa@ hv«»?inp wh@n trey.

;i bmught him !‘mﬁ?\ ‘rw? ere waﬁ t?‘m r}o@rj . mn %1p hsmda &\161'!5? o
? tae bed and §§§§§¥braé that 1t waﬂ/aimp¢e bwA Tﬁ? @hegtg were ?fﬁ'/v

f softast”lzﬁhg %éﬂ the eﬁ%ra sover over nim‘yag ‘ ipatha§;14ﬁ§§_f" '¥,:
i » ! 'blanhtt, papess z;‘n'{‘; goff_ to the RN ki e . Sl

1

(e 1@%**&111, wll bif senses aler%. until b@vh@ﬁ th@ diree%ion %;*

rwdm wricn,xku slmont 1mperﬂaptib1y‘ the wentlnst auﬂrent of soa1inh

e &1r flowéd\into tue room. ile hnw kn@w wner@ thv Windpw wms. ut wrat

b e

& abant th& doori Qe %ut»cut Ble ﬂsnd 0/ th@ 1@”& af mha bed bﬂtlf' o
&) uah@ﬂ nﬁ N«“‘fn@. to the f‘iﬂh‘b ?‘9 felt t"” bem mn‘faa@ aof ﬂ»fﬁ&ﬂ&i"e £
ﬁ; tabl@.-%ut with netbinw on 1t, nqt &veﬁ the @xmadta ggbla-lamn.'

§g '  Comai ferhamﬂ 1t wasn't Q&fﬁ. A ol R u_'l>, e Do
it h # 4 d
p»f;hgéi,;" He ratced bfhﬁ@lr, thr@w back thm b@&qlathéag end ewms e
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bru&h@d 1ig*tly mﬂainmt ahd tka?e vas & 11@#@ but aurnriminrly loud'

crash, hko&i fuwblad d@avaratply ot hlﬁ feet far 8 f@w awcands then
*,h@ stt&igsuﬂxeﬁ p anﬂ amil@d/ in tho dark. ‘woﬁﬁon@ %&ﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁ @‘hooby

f

Ty trap for him; now Zhﬁy wauia kﬁov that he anw awaka. He, thoumht nE

I
i

'g,-moveawnt, ttﬁ 3anr 1n ths eorner puiled ehub and. ;%09* wan elone
in the gmall 1aw-c@111nped attic roam with\th@ barm ﬂeilinp h@anu ’
‘and- pa*t 3 théve was the b@d the 11tile tabx@ b 1% alde and &
\ we irpusers g5 hi ﬁne vor'e on the rinr4
- wooden cialr on ahién 1ixesi's. gi&iﬁvzagere. They h a strigg him
ere vah no e of hie veet end e rt. ;
down tor his unﬁaramnta Tzkr@;was no mivrar. 0o wmsnb&&in. Ana an tha

_?atﬂanpa plac@, ear acial;y when hhar@ g nmgﬁﬂéa

u@rtnnes *%at ’unkhno o h&ﬁ, bt Dﬁﬂ

' th@r9 was silpﬁhmf&iii‘ahe o] okm from tha &an. i i p'v

are rﬁady 2 \!aen the vnom uaa flo@aad with liﬁht. ;hwr wan quiok ?

‘uaidoo’ﬂ c&laulaning lit&le ayaa anm eat on th@ eﬁw@ a” the bea.
waiting, 1mten;ng. ?\_¥;  ey 15 _L1¢;;

Ry

| : N
(O sl

g A uuﬁﬂenly, ouf of'bh@ ailence, hg felt tatha% tﬂmn h@ar& the

b gfh gﬁmar opm. - And now M coum pmce iw straiﬁht awm amm to tl:w ripm

™ orrinf t he ﬁolae atmrtl@d vou. Yt c&n bw &wful waking up in a
wv@

8 %anted to h»ar

| '\ M ‘r, i
:hen you, aia" 1%@ voiem h&d.thu aammth&qg%mf ﬂhe gamna Qareeelny

'm‘

. e was a wamﬁn'ﬂ voiea. xf
mya

‘you'll\wa;t & 13*%1@ L b shut til p winﬁow tk@n yna L&ﬂ havm liﬁht.

gy,

vm‘dnﬁ't’draw attention tag$” e ﬂtnna@ of th&& room.“

9 ﬁﬂl / ¥ /J

" t i f

ﬁwain He P-‘t nath% thaﬁsheard mavgm@nt e GLite unanun.wnman
akirted the bed end | nt d&m&onmllv acnnas L e roolm to shut and ‘skal
“f tp@ winﬂ@w. ﬂﬁﬁﬂ‘ Wtﬂ eounﬁ amﬁ mov&ment &5 ghe dld taiuz Qnen

iy
‘U\

e, “I'm qgingﬁxo tnrn on. th@ 1igxn now: 1'11 be out ide w*@n you

N R

w

!

'finar of thzs b&rm aﬁﬁ vaarly furnl@had littlm room daﬁ luxurioua

. g win&ew

, ““”?"o ﬁhiOk‘Uilﬁﬁ: of 1i@ht “aatwl blue.a Tha now eealed/vas pmbt -
# 'Df thé ww, alnﬁing eeiung. B A R e i

| He pulleﬁ on hiﬁ tmbnamre awﬁ mcv@@ ta the dqav. f 1g oy
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: . The daor.ﬂpmnmd gilently and thé wbman wtooa in f ont of him, ;
amd the liaht fron th@ vnom behiné him ahona fully on *ar, ‘he vos  §
a Ilttle 4&11@? than hﬁ wau’fmore rob"ﬁt-ianvtng t*%n maat Indien b
" " viomen he haﬂ meen. A littla darker-than the doctor, but atill‘vony
alc.. Hep ha&r, e ﬁark’broun, wae pumlaa vaok aaverly and tled in
m*:, bun ot t.‘”we nape of har neek, o d&m nmmrrﬂr rmmmg f‘mm Juet

* ot below the brldmn of’ tbe nos& to the eiﬁaa of% Ee montn aanoellad

| "‘v."ane e atriking )
stk&gﬂnd ] 1¢csq, '
ganklika blouse. She o frered nxm ; “

gy ”T'm D@a nhzaao. fu e ;f‘wf-v&: :
¥ , . wu*$J.', v PO N AR
i ready. 1 o f \ i by, LD ik : ‘, e

\

%ﬁua ehe did so Mkaci rﬁaliﬂe& that

? ¥

sr» turned fraw h'

gight and t'itnplf w9 ancased in & blockl&ke lmather cr@mtio

ikoei Telt ﬂ-k;rrnﬁaad puilﬂw, donfiiasd at the foet of the woman 0

‘ztnhiantnﬁnxrn bﬁinw nriﬁplﬂﬂ He follqwod ‘her: dnwn tho narrow flisht
'-'of Etdi”%} ‘1atvrbaf in & 1ta of hiﬂnelf, rwwry uima sha dippeﬁ dowz

e

nllﬁav or th@

i low to mut Aayn the oxkhboﬁ foots & ‘ s/., f
A ﬂmall *nar 1@# aut~9 t“J’httie &nﬁ tazt 1ntq tﬁa/upctﬁare 3

_ %rouar of the ao ‘e, The wotien swung @ wleoe of wnellinw 1Q$o
S8 A pleoe end thﬁ nnxxunzl ﬁt&irs W@re hiﬂﬁen anﬂ tbe aﬂtranee o

_‘rﬁﬂﬁfﬁrﬂ”ﬂ inﬁo caubﬁnrw anane. R g

A g e RS R

s

‘She. éﬂﬁl@ﬁ at lkoed, iR R T IR Sk,

B . 3 ! L} 3 % ug » y
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o e, ﬁhinp‘ta“remeﬁbér 1o that 1t 1s the laet of the three. if you
rush’ 1nto eny of thé others. An. an amarpﬁmoy..,....."v b

/ heb O |

"I'll p@mamber.“ Nkoai naddnﬁ.

% : ey : B, ANl S AR WAL
i ST ,’;ﬁ'}' “You'll Tlne everything 1n tb» bﬁth@bﬂn. ﬁhén yon re ;wndy ‘f;
4 ‘QOme down the staira.@gf' ol '
j o o ,J"On@nly?" ‘f“' 1  o i ",'f', “
" “xcn " &h@ *mileﬁ an odd. twlstad, mliphtlv aar&siv«ly wmala.
: "Xou re sare harq. He eoaliec have been furagﬂgto bqila our dnfencaa
® Bt dopth. etpe almost like uuxt: ants am | .  ‘}‘ g’
] "I'!a aart-y, * Wkosl mu!‘miwﬁd\. | %} DAt ! | }
oAb mha rﬂlaed her haedwhlgh. ghe %&hpd dﬂaply.‘"b@ 8 mr@é aihimtkf
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; w A e iﬁ ! I

A4 @111l heve  what vou demcribe.as - .0
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 _ lie turn- %nga% ?%om t? ,ﬂcman an@ ﬁhplkad t@wardn ﬁne éogr
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uy gasn't ofrerianggz;ﬁ?@wea born mx tu}s nert of the eoun%ry

e knnw ﬁy ‘neonlA

= =
s T
=g s
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‘F_j«'  depreas&gn vag eiqkanin&lv boundlﬁaa, e haﬂFdethe dmar shnt.‘ ?Zja
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‘ K shm aoomed about to say upaething, apparunﬁmy ehahged bar mind. 9
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Dee led the way up the stairs,mmt turned right,ntxtinxter avay
frou he bedfoens and Ahe hidden eMic soen 46 the left,and entered
the atudy..She flicked on the lights an? the men followed hef into
a 1ar5§,room. Except for the space of one window, the wallé were
i::::ut with books from floor to oeiling. Some were in 51ans-oovered
casos but most were on simple wooden shelves, A huge mehogany '
degk near the window dominated the room which was a study }n browvm,
There was & huge settee and three heavy armchalrs, all ﬁphélstered
and covered in brown leather, It wae a warm,;friandly room with
:hzlightlj dusty smell thet booke 51ve off in hot countries, The
pipe-rack with its large numbor~of pip:p, the faint smell of pipe
tobaceo, =0 markedly dlfferent from the smell of cisarette
tobacco, all icl‘ﬂ ‘gﬁve the room a pronounoi&ly masculine feel,

Neidoo shut and locked the door behind hinm,

~ "This is the doe's favourite room," he uaid. "Soundproof, you
kndﬁ. 80 a man can read and think in prace," |
ﬁ;_;way from women," Dee sald drily. |

Nkosi céusht“tha momentary twinkle in Naildoo's eyes, He feolt
1mpatient,.though. anxious to hear what Naldoo had to tell, Naidoo
move: Pound She désk and-sat in the doctor's place, Dee Nunkhoo
made herself comfortable on the settee and Nkosi noticed that che
automatically so adjuatod horuelr_an to obacuro aight of her
erippled leg. He settled in the chair nesrest the desk and walted,

Naldoo spread his big hande on the desk top and stared st thém.

- "I'm gorry but your end of the arrhgeﬁant'hah broken down,"

"Wepthulzen?" Nkoeoi ssked,’

- Naldoo nodded, |
' "How? D1d he talk?"

I
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' "No. He didn't talk but they found the pasgbook he ahculd have
glven to you, Thmy also fbungygretty quiekly who he was,"
"The patrol people know hin as Coetzee," 3
"They = and the whole country - now Imow that coeizee ie -
Westhuizen, It's on the radio and éll the apersg have Itsland the
story of how he was declared Coloured ayear agg.f
' "Poor brute," Nkosl sald, "But he'll talk, you'know.”
lNaldoo reised his head and looked direetly at Nkosi,
"He won't, He's dead.” / i ' |
lkosl laokaﬁ at Dee and knew that she had kncwn all along. &he
‘starod bnek at him, stony eyed, and it was a8 though he heard her
voice say: I told you out there is avil,
“"Who did 1it? The polige éf.«.-;é :
You're quick, Naldoo thought, too dam quick. VL
"He could lead them to Sammy and gpu,"” Dee said;'a harsh flatnes
to her voice, ' ‘ o 7
"And 8o he had 10 E0eess”
| "what elIO?" nha asked,
Dicky éaiqk@r'q funny Jazz, Faidno told himselt.
"What right have We,ss." : oie
"The right of nocdaaity, of history, of suiwival," Naidoo cut
in quietly, "It is either that or we all submit all the way,”
Nkosi shook his head violently but spoke equally quietly.
"I'm not talking about an upriéing or sebotage or a revolution.
This 8 the streightforward and simple murdering of one men, a poor
BXamix brute who helped us t00." \
"Approve or disapprove, we did what hed to be done," Naidoo

closed his oyoa and pursed his lipa, le fought down the amgry words

a5
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that ch&kod him, He ecould not quite hide the bitterness he felt, and
Nkosl felt 1t all the more forcefully for being controlled, "I am
responsible for vhat was done, I assume the rolponpibility.” '

A wvave of snger surged up inside Nkosi,

"And ﬁhat, I luppone, i- that,"

"What else could be dnn@?" Dee repeated urgantly. anxiously.
what he thinks is/ 1mportant to her, Naidoo thought, and the
wthought stnrtlod him, He leoked from Nkosl to Dua, then back to Nkeel.
. "You will forgive me but I'm not orepared to debate the morality
- or the ethics of thls matter now, Perhape 1n,another rlace and under
aifferent circumstances, but not here and. ‘ng.‘yau think what you
: e con't ellov 1t to

like; for us, at present, 1t does not mattor.fﬁ,
- matter.” . e
To herself, irrationally, Dbp/criqd: No, no;ﬂ%Ethout knowing wiy

"What does affect you," Neidoo went on, "i¢ the fact ihat the ‘
passbook 1htondﬂd for you was found, For recasons of their own they
havé’not made thln‘bublic. All they've let out is that Westhulzen
: was murdered by gggg. ﬁut they've made hundreds of prints of the.
pioﬁure on the’pinlbook and the;o have gone to police all over thé
eountry," '

"They think‘I murdered himieess”
"The internal police report is that he was last geen in the
with 'a Netive' and
very esrly hoursc of yesterday morning/mkmm he told the police patrol
that he had picked up 'the Native' on the Protectorate Border, And |
the order is to goi this'Native' at all costs and to get him elive,
‘But the;publishéd r@porte‘of the death of Westhuizem hae none of
thie......,.5 ' | | |
| laidoo paused in:cnké Nkeei wagnted to sreakihe had allewed

some of his weariness and hungor.tgvtako‘hold and show, -
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*iﬁaggﬁggmtip Naldoo went om: "They're not realij 1ntbrcstod 1#
who killed Westhulzen, They're interested in what he was doing and
they think the 'Hative' who wa:,witgéhggfbarly/gzgzgrgiy morning
can help them riud out,”:
 "How do you lmow all thie?"

To Naldoo he sounded remarkebly Ealm. Dee Telt thé knotted tendﬁn
in him, An odd flicker of feoling passed over Naldoo's fnee.

"My brothor. ny elder brother, 1a a Detective dargeant in the
Political atvinian...siﬂe doesn't know of my sotivities.....”

"I see§"” Kkosl said.

Neidoo's control suddcnlg.want.

"You do, ymm do youl What tha"ﬁ;il e yﬁa;gee, nloter:”

"Samny, plmase,* Dee sald,

"It's alleight,” Nknal-ﬁaid to uwu.

"It'a alleright," lNaldoo miu&ekod with rising sngar. "The man
gays 1t's allrigh®, ge ite allright; the man says he sees 80 he
sees, iie's wise, hie's clvilised, he doesn't likze murder and ﬁe fees
Well, let mé %ell you something, mister. You may be blaeﬁ and you
may be born here but you don't see a damn) in fagt, I'm sick of your
ilttlomlord=josua at§itudessyss R

A

"Samny$" Thie time Dee was engry., Mr; flkogl'e our gueiﬁz”
"fours, not mine or oura." sammy enspped, Then he pulled himaelf
together and shook niﬁ head, 'I‘m sorry, Dee, I 4idn't mean that, Ite
Just that he sesms %o refuse to understandeses”
“And you are tired and hunery, Ve san talk aftérwardn-ﬁ\
"Cissio's warming sometning for mesessl's sorry,” hﬁ-turn@a to
fitoni, "I've besn under pressure, Arranging to klll sombbddy lsn't
and coldblooded
as sasy/as you ssew to tihink, Flease don't seying anything yet, Thnref

ne sense in gething into another argumant. Just listen for minute.\



a7

We Indlens have @ Aburtiaular problem," He turned to Beo. "pid you
toll him about the un erground; tho detailc ‘of our\pcsitlan?"
N, T |
gaiaoo lovwered his head and closed his eyes for a few aecdnda,
deer in thought, Then he snapped wpright and looked at Nkosi,

7 "I think you know that the foundation of the underground
movement 1is African, For sonmetime the Comgrees leaders were in
ecomplete control, I'm of course telking sboudt the people who led
Congress before 1t was banned, You will rumtnﬁﬁr they‘wcro the -
moderetesd people who eaw thinge as you 4o, in terms of values,
pa&pla who urged rgatraint and who dﬂﬁlorod the metohing of & white
reclellenm with e black raclaliam.-Lﬁtynii was an’ 9811l 1s the
great spokesman for this view though he 1ls not conneet with the

leaderehip .
underground, Zut this moﬁaruto/fncvitably suffsred reversee when
| the enenmy bocanme more brutal. Resistance vas driven deeper undergroud,
_ggg challanged the ol4 bcngrmsa leadership end ansartsd the methods

And, inevitably,
of the counter=terror,/ymmeg: :

f differences began to appear,
The Liberals and the other whites who had made common couse fought
agoinst the nethods of tha counter=4error, Zoge and the Arrienniats
reacted by regud~atlng lad dannuncing nll po=operation between blaek
and uhi%t. Thay went further, They 1n1}atod that nobody eould help
them win their salvation and tihey thersfore dld not nead anybody's
help, This shocked everybody, tha Africaghgoderatos ineluded, The
“1iberal and progr@sstve tyves in 2nnxa;1/hinority_grcupd - the
Coloureds, the Whites, the Indians = hﬁ&’asuumoa thét all they hed
.%o do was declape themselves on the sida or the Africanu and they
| would be walnomaﬁ vith open arms and invited to 1@&& the poor blackse,

So, when the blacke said we don't need you end we don't went you, 1t
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wes a>nas$y dle;urbing shock, But even nore shooking wae ,4the apparert
‘warmth with which the Africsn nasses welcomed the gtand of the new
1etdarll'11p . X

"Well now, charactorinticuliy. the commmists, of all coloura,
wora the firet to adjust to the new situstion, The only whites, colarea
end Indlane who accepted 1t were the commmists, The next group to
do so Were the Indiens: we declared our unequivocal scceptanse of
mejority leadershp snd rajority rule, Dut in spiée ¢ this Abors
were and ere pesple 1lnelde the underground who 8411 went to have
thn&ng to do with the Indiene ond the aommﬁg;ste. The wnderground
‘lesdership 1s deeply split on this iseue,'And so people 1ike the
doctor and I have to beg for an opportunity’tofprcvo'thc QOnmitmenf
of thé Indisna; we have to bes fnr‘a chance to make our oaﬁtribution.
Pecause the secrstary of the Oentval Couneil supports us we ar- allowel
to make whatever contribution we cen, Fut our enemies‘innido the
douna;l'are vaiting for ue to make one mistake, Just one, And then
theﬁ‘ll turn on ug.":ﬁnidOe paused and too a deep breath, "Whether
ve like it or?ﬁot. we muat work our pessage into the movenent and
Cinto the futurey If we £all we'll heve no future hers, This, whatever
we feel or think of i%, le the hard reality of the Inﬂian uituution. :
I believe Bee told you: how the oncmy exploite this letend antlieIndim
feeling among the Arrtnan-. You knew about the riote and murders, If
the wmderground turne asgainet ue it'il bo vorse, 'And so we come to
you, The money i sefe now but you are still in our cere, Ve cannot
afford for ybu to et cenght or for anythine to heppen o you while
yﬁu‘r@ in cur care, The police are looking'fbr you, They are on the
. alert everyvwhere along ihe.?roteetor&té border; end with the eherge |
off murder or euaﬁid&an of murder over you the Protectorate euthorities

/
|
N
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will be bound to hand you over, should you slip through their border

_guard,”

"So I am wented for murder," Nkosl sald at laat. lookins ot Dee
- But Naldoo answered him,

1) ot for murder, for questloning, Put if they tl‘.mk the only wey

thoy ean get hold of you ie By myimr murder then they will,"

"And AT they do get hold of ne?”
( in. the mﬁ&mund
"fhen two things heppen: first, our enemlos/denouhce us; and we

C U puet t.h«m decide who and hovw nany of us, if w, ruat ew' toward

to a% :wn.s Bave your neek méi salvage whebe'wr Iittle Afrioan m«mn.

. we think ve have 1@1‘&. w1 ther Wy Wo au!f&r. fo you see hovw importaerd

you are to our gheer survival, 1, m;i‘ if we have to, the doctor
end I and, if needs muat. Dew m. ‘ '11 ell lay dowm aur lives 3o

- pave you, not beamxu we love er won gare very msmch abw‘b you and

- your epinithesess”

"gnat mich I know," N sadd, he phiut 1e well taven,
*’mm,,r doesn't meen t}mt." Doe out in, . ‘
"put ire dbegd and I know that I do, ny dear,” U
- "He heis & x'!gh‘c. to be bitter," Nkoel zald, o
"Yog'x'c Qroﬁp: again, We can't afford ﬁhgﬁ Lusury " e
"‘fcm'd better go and eat,” Dee naid. ‘
sammy etood up, euayirw slievbtly, hia wa&rﬁmws now amamt to
ot of them, ‘ .
' "'m....-l m sorry I've upset you, Dee,"
| "You ! mﬂm'%: at lcaet,lt ien't you,"

"Then 1t's worge than I feared.,” Ie wallted round the big desk

and mmm hils big htmd briafly on mmai’s m ahoulder as he wcnt i
oak to ﬁ.‘w door. Hes opam»d the daor t&nm :mokmﬁ hack at mzoui.

| ”I'm mm abou% mm hut yw M@ that we st @;l.ve up our

\ 1 y
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original plan' for your departure,” : AN

"Yes, 1 see,” | ‘

Neldoo looked et Dee, "Iou'll have to M.ny hm at least undil
the doe shows up, That shouldn't bo too mah of & Mrdships then
.we'll know the next wdbve, Don't wom 15’ 3 dom ' 4 am you ‘for some
timed Ded will take cars of‘-f%gnu...uﬁya g:ma,'" Bef@m Dee could rgapml
mim kmn@d tie door siut b@hind hin. i . " |

Kkoai load his hmd back a@ainat the browr leathar, lle nlmzod
tila eyen snd tried %o t.hi.nk oudb th? mplieatma of hie rositlon,

Whon ?.hey had ap maa hed Win to und Mﬂ'& wii& ML sion he, and they,
*had tnong,m and talk ed of all corte oi‘ mmm 11% ies, They had even
‘bmm@% af the *xoss.,‘mlity of his hmins 0 hmrqlr loona from the
sun@om mm. protection of the zmdergmmml and going - 5.1: elone, The
mﬁ thm they had not N:mamt awn was this pamib“&l'oy. Tlm poverfu!
-~ end. wwithy llbm:'o.l fo the:b would have helped in eny emergency w1,
] ha h:w. éh,; avay et a.::%m\' of' murder; fmd then t%emm' the Indlan
n a wwt& :;ort. of vagshe had Imotm about this almym. ™t not wit.h
th:us hervible m:'knom thatttade hin foel g;uilty anr&“%aig;hod dowm
with depmmm"....ﬁm? how was He to pe‘t oub of this darmed plaoo b
"and out ot thie dammd murder trep, by the dwil a1a they allow the
pau‘book to fall Anto pollee hande, Jm-:a WosthuloeNsesae ;

The wonan's hend on his shoulder Mtemted nle Juw led tlwugth
:aut he kept his ayss closed, ,.:he kn,m: about 1‘@ all the- tlm. Then
" 'he felt her hand in his owm end apmed his eym.
| "T'a ﬂorry,"wh@ eaid.

ind he zmm, z;luddmly. that she EEE) offear'émg ‘ergelf ae comfort,
And ghe wag W t.o it or else to bem{ g0 qloce (o & black men .
. Bhe leansd towards him but he got up and sushed her sway, gently. \
the lowered hor heads LA YN &
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"Is 1t because of my = it it because I'm a cripplez”

The Pilﬁaﬁﬁ between them vae lopg and painful, charged wltﬁ the
oﬁbarrallmont brought on by the absence of.raatraint.

He thought to himself: It's ned falr, Aloud,he sald:

"You're using a weakness ae o weapon, That'e unrair;”

© "I 1t7" Bhe insisted, head down, volce very snall. #Be hénest,

I1'11 understand, I know it 1s part of the history of your people thet
you cemnot stond - dﬁgﬁrmity.

Nkosi fought off the feeling of heing aimost physically crowded,.

"Leave me alone, women}"
"It 18 that then,” she sald,

/ "oh God) It is notl" He felt aavaga auddanly. "As §aidoo sald
you may . havaﬁto ley dowm your life: you don't have to spread your igp
ag part of buying your way in. Or perhaps you do, but not to me, I'm
not that lmportant, Do it With the opposition in the underground!
Only leave me\dlunp and get me out of heru as soon ag poseible,”

She ruieud her head, An‘lnow she wac as she Ned un@n when he
firet met hcr. Th~ cornarn or her mnuthyzggnud down and this,added
to the deer grooves at tho the sides of her face, sccentuated the
harghness that wua Zxmem part of her peruonaliﬁy before thelir .epell
in the garden had brought out tho softness in her, Now ell that sott-
_ness was gonc. The grey-brown eyes stered ooldi}; lavelly at him, '

"Fbrgive me," she sald, the sliszhtly derisively amile twisting
her lips, "1 41d rather inpose on you, I qpmgt do it again..lt is
 pather 1at@.;..” ) |

He said: fLihtcn; Dea,"

She turned avay as thoush he had not spoken, opened the door
and walted for him, head up, oh;ut out, poised stz deliberate, They
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”Ié it because of my = is it because I'm & oripple?™

The silence between them was long and paihtul, charged with the
cmbarrausmqnt brought on by the absence of restraint.

He thought to himselfs It's not fair, Aloud,he said:

"You're uéing a weakness as a weapon, That'e unrair."'

"Is it?" Bhe insisted, heed down, voiéq very small. "Be hénest, .
I'11l understand, I know it 1s part of the history of your people theat
you cennot stand g+ dcformity.¥ :

Nkoei. fought off the feeling of beﬁﬁg almost physically crowded,

"Leave me alone, womeni" -

"It ie that then," she said,

"Oh God' It ie not!" He felt -uvage suddenly, "Asg Naidoo said
you may have to lay dcwn your life: you don't have to epread your lam
ag part of buylng your way in, Or porhapa you dc, but not to me, I'm
not that important, Do 1t Mith the opnosition in the underground!
Only leave me slone &nd get me out of here as soon s pdaeible."

She raised her head, An&‘now she wee 28 ghe had been when he
* firet met her, The corners of her mouthjgggned down and this,added
to the deep grooves at the the sidee of her face, sccentuated the
harehnege that was xhi:l‘part of her personality before their spell
in the garden h;d brought out the softness in her, Now all thaﬁ softe
ness was 50&0. The grey~-brown eyes:stared coldly} levelly at him,

"Forgive me," she said, the slightly derisively smile £wiﬁting
her lipe. "I.did rather impose on you, I won't do it sgain, It is
rather late,...."

He said: "Listen, Dee,"

Shé turned away as though he had not spoken, opened the door

and valted for him, head up, chest out, poised snd deliberate. They
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ltarod 2t each other ror whllo, then he nhrussad elightly and walked
tovards her, She walted t111 he went past her then turned out the
atudy lights end walked with him down the paoaagc.

"o need for you %0 £0 up to the uttic." she esald, "we've
-prdpared the spare bedrrom directly opposite the attie, If lnythins
,hupponl you ca&n quickly 8lip up, You oouldn‘t do that while you were
drugged and out.es.eI think you'll find evorythins there, Naidoo toolk

. your measurements while you were out and there's a suit. Remember to
toke thet 1f enything happems. But you'll be Werned in good time,
Even if I say so nyself, we coolies are guite efficlent....”

| "Yes," Nkosi sald, "like the ants."

"Asg you say, like the ants,™ she sald, fhe stopped,"This is my-

bedroon, And this is no invitntimn.9

“I'm avare of that,"

: "Goodnight then, Be assured we'll do our best to get ybu nwny

es qulokly as possible,” ‘ \ i .
"D”g" ; : “ il \
. "XQ_.?‘" ‘ { ; j 4 | ‘ i

He looked into hard eyes and changed his mind,
"Never mind, I'm sorry. Coodnight."”

dawnstadire Dhogxy Ielaker sn (‘._}?‘J, o uomen vwoadehed An a»&l«i’.‘IlC&'}
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famxxlhere wes o brief, subdued, stertled gqueai from outside
the kitchen door, It made Dicky Namicker chuckle, i

L“&hmt Cissie really rough on the child you see, Semmy,"

»*Hov,“ liniddo nsked, .

"ruttin® serious,” Dicky said hurriedly as he:aaw the concern
on Semmy' 8 face, ”Just ] lick on the arse snd a roughing with her
tongue, Fuitin' serious, Nuttin' to worry over, Cissie not ecruel,"

Cissie ceme buck, \

"pr gshe doing?" Naidoo asked,

~ "All right, MNr, Naido&. But these young ones soff you see.

Alweys combing their heir and painting their faoes.-Wheﬂ.I wes
her age~I had two children and I was working in the fields from
before sun-up to after aunddwn; and no ncnseﬁae aboutfpainting~
foce ﬂnd being tired. Different world today$

"If she lezy," Neidoo grid, "then we'd better send her beck,
Fe cen always fin¢ someone else to help you."

"Oh no, Mr, Reidqa.‘not” Cissie protested, "I don't soy she
lazy, I like her, She's a good girl, good workeri" ;

"But I‘th&ught'you said-———" i

"Ro, I only say the world different for girls todayg aoftar.
That's 2ll, True's God, Mr, Naidoo, the girl is good,"

“Then there's no problem,"Nsidoo seid, .

"She's o good gird," Cissie repested, :

Reicker began to chuckle and Cisaie guddenly reeslised that
she hed ﬁean teased into preising her essistant, Briefly, she :
vﬁéczlated between faee-saving anger and amusement, She saw_ the
twinkle in Naidoo'a eyes, Laughter bnbbled up inside her end Ohowod
on her face, /nd then, suddenly, Naidoo wes serious, i
""We don't went to maké life as hard for the young ones as it

/
0
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. wos for us, Cissie, Ve went 1o make it gesier, ihap is why we ere
ell pert of the lMovement, The doctor emd Miss Dee aﬁﬁrl aﬁd all

tha other legderg._wo all agree on this, But‘think'of41t yourself,
Yhen you were young as that girl wouldn't it have pqeh fun to brush
your heir end put oil on it end put and flower in it and put on '
] preﬁty'sari and have @& boyfriend agg walk with him by the river?
Just think of it, Wouldn't 1% have beem fun for you, Cissie?
Instead you hed to breoa,children while you were still e child
yourself, end you hed to work from sun-up to sandown, IE was e

herd 1ife., You don't went the seme life fo (your child or even

for this child who helps you, do you?" g 7

"No, Mr, Naidoo," -

"Fine! Vhen she little bit slow, renenber ann's young, And
give her time to make friends and-to\aream and to make herself
pretty for boys, heh, Life gotng %o be hard enough loter: we know  § PR

"Yes," Cissie snid thoughfully. "we know it,"

"Allright then. Xow for the serious business. You Cissie nust
tell the child never to talk about the man upatairs. She must nat
mention 1% to enybody, not even to you., And you must not mention it
to anybody,-not even to me, You must sll forget that this men is
here, Fobody nust telk about if. ﬁhdorptand?" |

"But the people in o streetesss Only today..,;."

"The word will go to them tdo.lrrum-now,on‘no—one must telk
6r think ebout this men, The HMovement wents everybody to forget
this mon is elive, Theére was no men, so he never ceme here and S0
nobody ever saw him, You ﬁass the word slong the street, Dicky.
Teli them the leaders of'the Movement sey it is o matter of life
end death. Warn them the police may come mndng use All right?"

"Yes, Semmy," D&ck§ Neloker said gravﬁlyb\
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Cissie ~ e
"Yes, Mr, Nnidpo,”[:xtt said, :

”All right then ciaaie, it's bean a 1ong day. You go and rest.
”!bu stoy here tonight, Mr, Nnidoo?” :
He thought: Lven she's worried ebout the men effect on Dee,
- "No, Cissie, I can't stay;tonight. Ihere's too much to do."
cissie reiced her eyes ;s though she would 1§ok‘thrnugh the
barrier of walls end oeiling to see what uent on upstnira, then
she turned to the door, 3 |
"Goodnight, Mr, Neidoo."
"Goodnight, Cissie,"
"Night ¥Mr, Dicky.,"
"1Night Cissie, Don't WOrTy, I’m aloeping here, "
IMecky waited till Cissie hnd shut the door then he aaid: ' .

*"I ean toke £ blenket ond stretch out;at the top of the atnife."

 Neidoo smiled wenly'end shook his head,

' "You can but you won’t. Ybu will see me out, then you will
check that ell doors and win&oww are properly shut »nd locked, then
you will take the gggkaoorfkey end go out end lock the beck door
vehind you, You will let the men on wetch know in vhich of the
outside roo.s you are sleeping, snd then you will go to sleep.,"

T S
"But whet? You've seen and heard the men, Dc you think he'll
try ondé murder Miss Dee in the middle of the ni@ht?"
| ‘. "No, $ammy:;,-.36#.-oc“. \
"Tou thinkheed h@'li rape her?" |

Dicky Neleikrer looked eppenlingly 2t Semmy’ Neidoo, le imew that

Semmy lmew what was in his mind; but it was not thé kind of thing
you scid out aloud, Ke thoughs Pleaae, Semmy, you know whnt I meen,
He's blemek end ahe's one of o urs; she's the doc's kid siator and

-
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we must toke core of hsr.: ;
" Neidoo thought: At 1 ast we have resched a point where we Bre.
too shemefeced to talk openly sbout our thoughts, He said:
“Only thing that esn hepoen is what Miss Dee wents,"
 Diecky Neicker turned his heed éﬁay, afreid suddenly, -Semmy
Naidoo kmew, to persue this line of thought sny further, Naidoo
wes surprised thet Dicky Neickerhed not jumped et thé spperently
reassuring feet thet Miss Dee hnd the initiative: a'gaar ago he
would have. ﬁow, egyeaf later, Miab lee was less infnllible; the
foet thet the power of choice wes hers did Sot-Mesn thet what '
Dicky feared could not happen, "
Dicky Neicker fried to musters smile but his lower lip
trembled uncerteinly, L S
: An enormous feeling of warmth for Dieky Naicker welled up
in Semny Neidoo. Young'poopls likl Dicky, growing up in this
lend in these dsys, had to méture‘much"toc quickly »nd therefore
much t0o artificinl%x.rﬁhey had' 46 skip so much of youth cnd
becogﬁ adult beflore tﬁeir time; none of the lezy eaéy meturing
for thsm; everything wos forced so herd ss to destroy vast areas
of their humenity, »oon, Neidoo thought bitterly, soon this lend
end ail its people, blaek,brown white nnd what will you, soon
they will all be strangers to the meening of compbssion: the trend
is there, sherp end elear, unnistekeable, UnlesS,qeee ;
He said: "Tell me, ﬁicky. You ever have » blsck girl?"
A shy, self-conscious smile 1it up’Dieky'a'faoe.
"One time." | |
"And it different?" _
"You meen fro% our girls? TNoj but youﬁdan'irtalk of it. You inmoi

ol ‘\
/ ‘
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_ "How you meen?"
" From otherg girls; from our girls, Black girl sny different?"
"I dunno," Neicker seid doubtfully. Pl s ; .

e oourae, avery girl is different frum every other; I don't

- "Aind you feel any differcnt after you haxa hgr?“"
1 "KOsess "hy you ask these things, Samnxf {
”No‘rpacial reason, Juat that ;or me a;l women are the swme,
Eech one is different because every peraon 18 different, but not
becruse of colour or race: certainly mot with those I knew,"

Tt woeckBiyy Dicky's turahtn ask questions now, By nsking him,
Semmy had siven him the. raght to a8k in return,He was self-consciousl)
bold about it.

"You ever had a blaek gﬁrl, Semmy?"

"More than ane.” Summy smiled sleepily, "And white ones too,
end colourgd onna. Thase days were nct like 1t 1s today. In’thoso
days peoplc like us could go %o the universities of Johonnesburg
and Cape Towm ®nd even to the university c&ilege at Durbeng Pueilo
mixed more aond yau could be friends,

"Frienda with whitea?" D&cky was - increduloua.

"!ea, nioky, friends with whi%ea. ,

"Hercz In thia country?" Dicky thonght about' it for wnue P
"You meen there was no colour bes?" atall?"

‘ ”Thara alwayn wes, but in those deys the uhiian were ashemed
e lty about ity =nd so thay had o prlaiu it end excuse ;@
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with non-whites, Why, in thoae days & men 11ke Jnnx!nﬂla:x Hofmeyr

eould denounoe the colour bar end still win a sest and rexain o
minister of gavern$ent,/ The'trouble, Dicky, is that we allowed
the.colour bar to take root end become ® habit, And once people
8lip into habits the questiona of right end wrong become blurred;

vand ‘the hardest thing to break is o 'well established hablt,"

Heicker
"You tired, Semmy," Dicky ¥mixims murmured, gensitive suddenly

%o the strong wave of depresaion that had aasailed Neidoo 2s he

spoge..

"Yes," Nridoo seid, "Come, see me outbs And remember whet I
told you." ‘

He heaved himsglf out of the Qhair, will his body 1nto an
almost miﬁitaristic ereciness snd moved decisively to the front

| of the house.~Before opening the frgnt door he looked briefly up

nt the steirs end the upper part of the pause.TIt was in derkness
end it was silent, Dicky Neicker supressed the impulse to eppeal

_once more for permiasion to sleep inside. the house, prefersbly

near Dee's roome Noidoo cpenad the door, stepped out end shut 4t
behind himgell in one smooth quiok flowinuhgovamant thet gave Nacker
no ehnace to B8y boudnight. 2

Outsido, Fedidoo waited until ﬁhe hesrd Naick exr turn the key
end shoot the two bolt home, Then he hirried down the deserted
street of the Indiesm ares thet wes on the fringe of the white town,
He willed himself mot to think of Dee afid the black men celled Nkosi,

Inatend, he thonght about the npture of prtiudiee and ﬁho terrible

\

problem of trying to stey free of it oneself, aaee, &t a corner,
the lemgﬁrending howl of dog brought him to a ataﬁa ﬁhnh ‘he lowered

‘his head snd moved off again, too tired to tﬁink hnﬁ ﬂh the alert

for pratreling polipe
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Dr, Nunkhoo arrived bsck from 3ohhnneéburg in the very early

e

hours of the morning, ot thet %1me of dey, that hour be”ore dawn,
when /there is sifmakxe fresh chillineaa to the air even o% beaulaval

on the eanptor. He hed driven hard all night and now onl; ‘he stendy

gtreem of OOlu air kep$ him ewake; thet and the will %o be nwake. :

/
He slowed down to reguisntion speed on the outskirts of the white
town, ‘There wes no other treffic on the cleaﬁ, wide, well=1it streets,

3t Nunkhoo drove with the care end attention 6% someone travelling

~ through dens@ end trieky trnffic until the ?thﬂ clean streéts end

the sﬁnciouu houses in their lﬂrﬂe and wellrxept gerdens were behind

him. Theu, in ihet no-men anland betwa&n th@ legelly defined 'Euéopeaﬁ
resié ntiel area' ond his own 'Indian residential mrea' whieh in

. - crse was the §qu911d strip ol 1nnd wLere the small hondful of

' eoloured is of tne mrea live,he picked up Speed again, Once, most of

this land, 1n¢luding pﬁ:ts_of the town, had been cuned by Indians{
By 5 serics of leg€l. moves ot central goverament level, at frovineial
dcvernment leveljﬁnQ;&tilbeal coverrment level the Indiens hed been
dépriyed of their,;égaf His own family had lout ciese en ¢ thoussnd
soresn 6f lend, vert of it here but the bul? of it reer the const &t

a B0t et hed heen *urned into o populex resnrt‘ ¥unkhoo smiled
bitderdy &t the vhmu*h' of hiu loct lamd end at the fret that thie

o wes probebly the, first lcgal;, constltuted gcvernvan* in higtory thet

some four-fifths
hed deprivedxsxxaxﬁxaaxxxaa of its citizenry cf the so=cnlled sacred

- right Yo frechold tLtle o property ynr@ly ana simply on: the basia

of colour. r

1

"ot tHed is the 1$a$t cf our worries,” he. murmur@d to the wind.
On %he qutskirta ot he Indinn quarter the woridd tumﬂ@d drab and
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- ugly. iny tha main street was aurfaced; the othera were duatbowla
in the dry senson pnd muddy pools in thn wet,. Tha houses were equelly
drab end ugly and'unpﬂin%ed. This was true of the hones g}?%hose
who were reiativaly prosﬁeroﬁs. But this was of course only ﬁrue of
the outside, It weé wise, iwn these deya, to shew = poor =nd dreb
shd miseravle front lest the lords of the lend enviéd whet they‘aew.
envied
I they ﬂmxigxxtln the area could ensily be declnred ‘Europesn!,
wnﬁ ‘then there would be ﬂnoth@r exoaus of Indinﬁs; ih:nxxmnxpﬁxﬁ
; nﬁx:ksxmimhnnmxnkgnﬁza:gxanﬂxxzx:xnn. And s the whites were only
“¢lowad to see the ugly falee fronv tner nede them feel good and
westers of the situntiom. ind those wﬁo ‘Gid-know theth behind the
folse front were the refinemente of a‘cnltﬁred people - those whites
concerned with seeurity énd with Qoliﬁicai inﬁleigenoe -kept the
disturbing secred fram;the rgsi of their peepié. this wog part of the
elnbsr%te petiern of decdeption; tie compiex pettern of the deceiving
“house of mirrors, on\w%i&hVVhé entife society héd increaéingly come
; to be ‘vased, “eople were'no longer jush people; where the wind ceme £
ﬂr\ " P .
7 mui on wagm itrblew‘fir@t, deterﬁined whothey it was a‘good or bad
| winds; v&ter wes cleen or wirty, not beesuse of filtrstion or the
o doek of 1%, but becouse keffirs or coolies hnd either used it five/
or'.ten niles i‘urtsz Q’p or nbt: if it hed goné’ unﬁex{wcdnd inmadiatels;
after usa by the keffirc or coolies ond emeﬁged'éoft and purified i%
'would atill be dirty, if it were knowa that 2% had been used by kaffir
or coclies, £o here %oo,”in order %o njoy tnn gifts of nature, the

i \

deception wﬂs’neoeasary.

®

Ind becauda tzis lina c’ tamakinw always *ook>him, aﬁeﬂﬁby atep,
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‘he slweys stopped this ling of thinking abruptly; but he imew that

one day,‘ in & moment of weekness, ‘he would follow 1% t‘}u-ongh. And
that, he mew, would be his undoing, The moment you tesin to undore
stond thet, given the sone ciréumatances, the Indiens or the blacks
would hove behaved exnotly ae the white minori‘!.y daes.....,..
But ¢ gourse the Ferxien groposition ie ﬁhn% if you chenge
the cix‘cum:‘tmﬁées y\ou change the beheviour pe ttern of people, And -
in mny eventis tne cireumstrnces ore not fnd o'nnot be the seme: the -

)

bincse sve the mpjority end the blook me; ovity'tlﬁl nr need to

)

onirdss & shite minorivy in cxder to strvive, “ind we coolies have

>

cenped o ’m colwiqers RENY riazzy, t:zouss,qmie of Jenrs ogo," Who knows,

perheps the day will cone, £ thousy m, yoers fxEnxg or nore from now,

‘when e whites will be s pv"cuezlna,iamn.y incepeble of being colonise:

£s we now ere, Hut nhn.t if dhe \lacke lﬂed by theh boccme the worlf"s
new grent wlmiuerb?....,...fm are .ua,wood I"unnroo. These dwwmua
thoughts could l,e a e dm 1@"5@110@';" esess’ ]

e ci.e:ared his mind' of ell thought énd felt © o cool wind on

/
:'1;.‘"1;:. face end .va "‘a firet dawn rays eli“hmg_, the sky to the emst,

ind he rml:!;aed auddenly 'I-,hpt novi, o‘L last, ht‘ was driving £ om- one

gide ol the n'.rmy rotd ‘bo tm otrm:‘: co»ordimﬂticn and contrel were

compigtely gone, snd so weas the strein, He was nome ané gofe = oo safe
85 he sould be, enywhere in this lend, o Gk AT A

Diéf.»:y faolcker snd the -wpto,hzmﬁ opened §ne @@rtage £ote »r:md it was
all he c:*ou.Ld do  to pel the cer in sefely without screping Dee's,
She met him at the tog of the atelry, aleam qmi wern, Me %Neld her
Tighs for & moment s"s«i tho uggm, of another women, %he only other one-

he had ever held like ‘t:m.s. ut with very di "fﬂ”’"‘"ﬁt fuelings, Boc*-*ube

R 2 tna rqciniam\ef the Jand snd hecpuse of war® he cmeelva& 28 his
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“duty he had not‘marriéd that women, ﬁow éhe'wae samééne elaa'a_wifd ’
in z?r@way Scotlend, snd in all the yeers since he hed found no other
tc take her rlace in his hanrt ond mind, ' ke
| "How's our rueat?‘ Sl be noticed ‘the puffy lingie’ ot heb eyes,

“"Skaken by what's happremed," she sedd, "But‘al&;right, Keeps hié
head," L . :

"ind jow?* - 'He tried not to show the tenderness he felt,

She raised her redrimmed eyes to his, i %

‘"I'n in o bit of mess,” she sni

§s

imperwwnallj.
*Talk ahout 1t7" 3 e ‘7 p

"HOseseeit's pbout hin,see,.00t intg béd‘ﬁnd I'il wring up 8.

eun of tes," : £ Z
Walﬁstchéd-her g0 bohbmnb uo%n ﬂhe staira; tnan he went into hia
bedroon; coaac‘oua,buieflg, of (tie waually gubnerged sonsge ot il
becsuse she, the women, wae thé ordpple, Yen supaorta& such states best
“hen Dee Manihoo returned 18" her hrother's roon with ithe tea, ‘he
‘he was out o the worid, ! °hs #ucked him in, drew the curtpins to keep

the roon in derimess, nnd ment out with tho tea trey . ihen she sow
‘ . S ‘ >

s
|

licopdl i She doex ofuhia b oot / ' it
o Sy brg nm# hﬁa returned," she sniﬁ;
"Youas I heard, " - %
! PBut he's awfully tired - foa %ired to drih: tdu tee,”
il wﬁﬁn'sﬁaﬁgecting 40 838 N1k NOWeswesiniy 1 hrva hig téa?"
she heamoa.ud, conseious JUJJQJlJ of 'the a@mi«t?anagarant flimai-

/

heaé-of hapr n.ght elouaea, aud, gt the sade %wmh, confused and ﬂngeréd
that @ie presenes of this xvnvsuould kave this efl 'et on ner,

"What 145 41 you want?" = Jhe almoest felt hisg sense of 3haaklat the
hﬁréhnens of her voice, She felt him wilihdiraw, bscome remole end
impersonal, |

\

B
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She braced herself against the impact of his reply, aware of

" her vulnersbiitty with this mam, determined not to let him see it.
_ But he ‘aoeméd content to just stend and stare, remote and very much
'a black presence. After what seemed &n age he seid:
"It 15 of no moment," with the stiff formality she had noticed
8o often before with Africens who wére‘being cold%y polite, i
‘ She suddenly felt desperate, frightened, anxious, She thought:
if the well geén up now it will be the end, He turned.and begen to
-move beck into the rodm from which he hed come. She closed her,eyea.
"PlefB@..e0es4" She choked on the\word, repeated "PlensGesces”
end fought down the humiliating tears that filled her eyés.
She turned away from him, switched off the lending light end
went into her room. She put the tray on her little bedside table,
to the east where
bobedd silently to the open window and looked out mixthmxRswmxmx
where the dewnpays were mow lighting upkit the sky with colours. Soon,
in en hour perhaps, the lightrays would grow strongor, touch 2ll the
earth end play hereld to the sun 1tsolf. She was calm suddenly, tear-
less, relexed. Then, after what seemed an age of weiting, she aansqd
sathnt Aanchearh Sin aeis intt Abe. resn. . Nhe raised her chin a littlg
 elenched her fists tight and sllowed the hot teers to run down her
face, meking rivers of the deep grooves on each side of her nose.
"Pleese shut the door snd turn off the‘ligh?." Her voice was
calily conversational now. : ‘ : r
She ﬂeard him shut the door., Then, #s he switched off the light,
she turned to him, There was enough natursl light for them to see
each other, for her to see that he éaﬁ-her tlowiﬁg teers; but the
light was subdued and kindly, end there wes & hint of self mockery

in her reeognition of this fact,
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She "indicated, ewkwerdly, the easy cbgir‘by the window,

"Please be seated..-.;.tbrtgte the uﬁcertainty..}.l_don't know
how 2 women's supposed to beha&e in these cifcumstanées.....lts the
first time I've entertained a men to tea in my bedroom at this hour,
What h&pﬁéﬂﬂ‘ﬁith one's b;other seems 31ngﬁlar1y unhelpfulscsocss”

i . She thought: this is ridiaulous! Mel Me pleying Jelly-belly at

my age} Trouble is my belly is jelly. Jelly—bally........On@ of thoae
expressions thet had stuek anx since that long ago day of childheod
when her two brothers, the elder sleeping 1n the next room, and the
young clubbed to death by bmﬁnk}i;ﬁﬁdiﬁtem, when those two had
~dared her to strip and jump into a dem with them; eond because she :
wouldn't Dawood had thrown back his godlike, chiseled haad and roared
*Jelly-Belly!’ nnd then collepsed in helpless laughtar. Jelly-belly
had been & vort of thggiyg:;roncy of communieatien ever since, Jelly-
bellyeessss il | ’

"The enswer is to treat ali men ag one's brother," 1

He's Just as Jelly-belly,she thought and felt eemforted.

™

®Surely that'a not possiblecces”

"As B oonscious confidence-givtng device, certainly‘

Qhe waited $il1ll he went past her and settleg himself at the
window, then, as unobtrusively as possible, she moved to her bedsidg
'.tahli end busied herself pmmmimzxihexiEm cleaning up her face., Then
she poured the tea and ecarried it to the window, Hb brought the stool
from her dressing table. They s~t on either sidedg%nﬁ%ggwfggi;/tea -
watching the forming and re-forming of new patterna cf/light of the
breaking deay, She felt herself grow trenquil and werm, 28 in the
garden laat night. This time she surrendered eagerly, but with a hint
of sadness, to the trancelike otmosphere that seemed & pert of his

‘presence,
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After a long whila he aaid, as though speeking to himeelf only'
"I left a woman 1n Europe....
"Europeen and beautirul,l..." she murmured.
"Yes: both," he seid. ‘ :
‘The sche of her heart was physical,
"And good and intelligent,I'm sure."
"No," he said, "Neither good nef intelligent, Mean, selfiah,
shsllow and utterly without morels....”

"And yet youllove her," she said,

"She's 8 shomeless liar and atterly without acruplén. Becouse
she reaentod our, triendship she seduced my best friend end then came

and told me thet he had ravished her by force, It destroyed our

friendahip,of course., I knew that had our roles been reversed I too

‘,would heve been seduced by her but I couldn't forgive my friend for

not béihg strongér then I ,would heve been....No, Thet's not the reason
"Nosy that isn't the reason," she said,
He turned his heed from the ohanging lights of the bresking day
and stared curiously and intently at her, : .
"But 1t's not the desire to possess her," he ssid, "I don't went

her; I've sent her away often enoughs, She'a‘gane often enough., But

then, after weeks or months she's come back hungry end beaten snd I've

teken her back end fed her and clothed and oomforted her.....And

despised her and oalled her 8 harlot and a stupid one who doesn't even

'take moNeYeoess"

"And loved her," Dee mnrmured remotaly.

"Bo, There is no respect, no admiration, no real friendship - )
end all these are impliecit in love."

"Then it's pure animel."

"That was strong in the beginning. But you know the saying about
¥ ? '
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‘how toe.many fingers dipping in the same bowl cen spoil the flavour
of it, When she discovered that I waa growing eold it became a
ehallenging,paatime for her to use har skills to arouse me: when =X
klxxxkitix I finelly beceme impervious to sll her tricks it became a
thing of bitter desperation, If she were cepable of love I would say
that ehe grew to love me when she discdvered she had destroyed my
eapéaity fo love her ip eny way, But it is not love, it is possession
she's after," .

"fnd the point ﬁf'telling/me all thia?"}

"Seen from the outside: I've stuck to this women for the best
part of ten years énd the only possible remson for & man sticking to
a women must be love, Agein, seen froﬁktha outside: she's gone away
%o cthér men but she 's always come back, And now there is a sort of
desperation with which she tries to make me lust after her. From the
outside this cen be 1nterpretod a8 the pesinful and stormy interplay
of & great love between twe people, That is indeed how outsiders do
interpeet it: it is part of the whole finﬁianalisad,commercial;sed
love m&th,..." .

"And yet there is this remembrance, this thinking of her, this
breaking of a friendship becsuse she seduced ycur friend.sseee”

~ "That wes a2 long time ago."

z"But if it heppened now, today, even though you say you are cold
to her, I think it mkX% would still destroy thet friendshipessece”

"Only becsuse the friendship 1tae§.g/g§sggrtein cardinal
assumptions which are violated. : :

“I see that," Dee seid quickly, "But there is still the fact
of the remembrence, If it is nelither love nor lust, then what is it?
What is the hold thia women haa over yous it is patentlgﬁébv%%u;r;nd
yet you speek of her with contempt both for youraolf end for her? What



is her hold?" Y
"Her wuaknesb.“ J

"Are yuu saying yeu're a sucker for leose wanan?“ She felt gay
suddenly. "It would be awful on =2 woman with any faatidionanqsa.

"No," he said sericusly. He seemed to grope for wbvds.‘"l think
it 13 thaf she turned to me and cftbraa me the burdtn cf her weaknesa.
And I think my weakness is that 1 eould not refuse the reality of her
wealknesa, I suppose its ny venity; end a sort of e&baonseioua desire
to be the big strong mefeeos” '

; "And of ¢ourse she was & hell of & aexy bii&“ B@Q aaid coaraely,

"Ybs, that too."

"So you wante& her because she %ittivated yau; than you disooveel
~ that ahe was a tart but-having 1aid hnr you felt reapQQsible for her,
In other words you‘re all mixed up and 1oaded with & sense: ct guilt,
of reaponsibility and every other complex under the sun, heally. Jou

_Kﬁow, that's an awgnlly high prige to pay for axx sleop....

. "Do you have to make it sound 50 cheap.....“ :

Determinedly, she shut her hear? and mind to the gentle, sad
reproach behind his words, Suddenly; aharply, in & flaah of brillient
‘insight she realised tha‘f this one's troubla wes that he wanted to .
put all women oRn pedaatsla and lqok up to them.,

"But you make priaonera of them, my dear,” she ppotested/urgently.

He wes compleiely out of to&%h with her now,

. WWhat ere you telking d%out?“ He ssid,

Then, her newfound gift of seeing still working, she seid:

: "I see it now, You set them on pedestsls snd look up to them end
'God help them if they dom't live up tO'itA\fhat'u the trouble with

; your poor, immoral, silly little aexy'bitch. She kaoﬁa on, fwlling off
the pedestel., Vhat she doaan't remliae end what you’va hiiden from

Nl ymumuxmmmmwuamm off vou'd mg mnnmm. ki
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in her, She has thie hold on you bacsuse she's A nomgnod littie tart. :
You are the missionary wrastling ‘with evil. If she wbre strong and
moral znﬂ uprigzht you would hava had your Bls‘p and,pasatd on io other
pastures, feeling aguilty and conseience stricken a8 befits a gcod
migsicnery type, but free and oddly fulfilled because she uuuld mtill
have beern up there on her,pedesiel: you would have c;imbén up. hed
your Bt of fun, climbed down and still been sble to leok up to her.
Instend, thiz one has come right downatntg g;ound,laval with you and
you've spent the lest ten yosrs tryint f]u]ut Hhﬁ*hgch up there where'
you think she belongs.ssss.sFrankly, nW'adﬁﬁﬁ 1@%5 uuzry f@r ‘the poor
11%tle bitel, It must have velin every kifd of hell for her,trying o
hpld her own and }mowing, .robnblv in the post mmitively instinttive

way, thaét to hold you she hed Ho be wwak....,..
] the stopped talking ebruptly, eware, suddenly, that che hed seid f

morg than she h?d intanded. !his wae scmething she would hnva to watch

with +biu men, In h*a nresance tﬁfaimnuls» wee to open wp, %o 'be menﬁally
sndé eroticnpllv ﬂ&ked with him: and she kneéw it hed denpgers, She looked
anxiously et him, %The dawnlight comin%%tbwﬁgﬁgizﬁe window pleyed triohn
with hic face, made it look covered in g/mikimk powder that set the
eyes far beck in their sackgtg. She wes disturbded by/ggi sense of
"inaggty lest she hed offended him, i LY ' |
e ”f?m gsorry," she said, "I didgft mean to go so far....“ Then she
h md rather than saw th%smiling eurve of bhig lips, She felt
roaseured but went op "The trouble 1a that you meke me say more then

Fe a&id. lig»tly: "I'm eo*ry - 4if *hut ia ved, ®

I mean %0."

She thought: we've crossed the first hig hurd, ,?Shé seid:
"Xt could be - cepecielly with your impulse to met all women

£l
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qf Daﬂestals. o ‘ .
L ”Eu%‘%?&% won't»worry'yaﬁ!* hé sald wiﬁh gantle-npakdrk;-%hnn,
‘as %noﬁgh aﬁaartain of her resction, hﬁ asked: "Will 147"

“You are leughing at med® @ha proteata&, but unnﬁls %o quite
con%ain the purriné hint of victory in ‘her vazeaa o ‘ |

He heavd 1t end 1% brougiht e deep low chuckle %o ais th?oat.
She jumped up aslf«-conmieusly, but vefore she could mova away
hie renched out end esught her leit wirist and puiled her’ 0warda

him. She resisted for & briel while thea sha gava in end went into the
circle of hia aym, Leening forward till ‘hw ﬂmaa‘&s rested smavily

‘sgeinet &is chest, His erm tightened ﬁb@ut her wailst as oh@ﬁ&h he
- wented %o marga thm‘r *ib Jbodles; ahu clc&ad har eyes end @ava up ail

effort at taoaght, the sieer yhys&aﬁ& aneibament of the momapt set

her oady &r@mb;ﬁng{ with d@alrw !br this men,

fnan dis arm ralaxad. she senes of & ‘merging of bodiea; of a
sexuad oaaneaa,f&dad; alqwly, Lalhc»mntiy, aﬁe gave in %o the new {
iwood of tﬂcught ha a@nurated end damandad‘

He. aei& "Ybu kﬁcw i'‘m going seeck as &ean 08 peasible.“

1“Ye$- khgw. - Ry :

“fnd thet &hﬁ’¢ %tlll theres nmatiﬁg for ms......’

"Yaﬁ,” sne aap@afad. “I knew.

'gl‘dw Jkillu.n |

"Onl -1t Juu want ;%.ﬁ &

|

tEa what ifeesssowitat il you get too attauhed to me?"

"Hou're bﬂiﬂg tha,big strang man again, my dear,‘Al%,right, ;
what 47 I de?".

"Yon'ra aaﬁ aa tcu@h 88 you ﬁry %o &auna.
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"I d{m't went $o he tcmghz it is Jnst that ‘fmow 'bhm you may, no,
not mavg mom.ngr that gmu mn g0 sway changes nothing,”
}"':; wont > be sure you know what's m Btore,ees™ \ Gt
i\"ﬁh@' leansd fer back, breacing her hips ageingt his md inter-

'twining her finsera wound. the Yook of his weis®, She sevourad,
a#eetly and smugly, the exciﬁing new sensae of.p’ona@suiva int;mm;r |
she felt about this man, And now she knew a&a§ that for this men she
oould rmke hersel? physically exciting. |

"Bs' ngsured, ny desr, I imow what's in s‘bm. T know 4% is
fntﬁle to say 1t dut I would Like you %e ba *‘Mmad that when the
*aorent of porting somes I will r«*zret qotﬁfm ‘

| T4 1o ansily seddmow,” P&

®1 mow, If vou went me ;%o mmgg?that I m:.lll not be hur%, T
esnnnt, You nw '3":1"5 prod ct-:&hﬂt‘s&n expeatations, "hat I osn and do
assure is thnt tzere wih he *:w mesginess st the end of the line -

. whatever 1% 1s," 4 ‘

i de givsed themnj g&nt.ly Werniy %n&er:),, au.moat tmktglly. But
fhem Sho $a1% @ wawd-Of desive shosh throush him, Thom, reponding,

8 wave ;»f_ﬂ aiz'qwmvmt through hers it was so owvmwrmg that she
I-mew,'. m’oré by i;inyﬁinet theh menson, th’w ahe would mats o hash of 1%
4f ohe g=ve 4in now, And e Pirat tme hud to ha right, So she fought
down h@:i‘ 'i'ias_ing pasgion. ; | L |

"X went you "\‘?‘, dmspém%ly"-m% I'm so shoken zﬁﬂ,t I"m make @
mess of it now.® . . . # o i b \

- ! e e ,

(MALY xight, my desr,”/ murmured;

I'iwe'* held d#ch other tifr)m. He cwesud her baah, her shoulders
h.er neck, in gentlc oirculm:' movmenﬁn that x«lma her m Lody end
mmd. fad she olomd her cyes ond dmrmg :mo p stete of tmnmlike

pmuiem. 'man, auaamly, sha :}Mmd ous m‘: :lt, sheken :ma mmbwng.

1

®: ey
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The em'emmd hand was explarin,g bm' left hip, ths baginning of the
erippled legs — f,‘* A ‘
She 1ifted her haa& gnd puidied may 2v'um b::.m. Ye held on ta her

; am! xu:m"” en with his axglorﬁicn, bending & little ms ‘his ‘hend nntr

down ber thigh %o ibe beck of e kuee, ; . b b
"dhet éme: Jou: dolng?® ; |
"Feelinp ye{u. wying o m’aah angd :i"ew t:m ex ?,mx*i. r.» Jou -ierip;fléd..
nesy,” | : et R T NG
e G '
*You &emu to expect n.s~.. to hoave mz %t‘ﬁﬁuﬁa ‘ta\i“‘s, Eo’\I went ‘o
find out if 1 heve,” ' ot N Cond
“Fvery'mdy hes an attitude to a emtppla ha
| e iel go of hexr snd she m«wed mmy from h.im.
- "I hoped 1'd seon t.w em& oL the Lerd sclf——pﬁ. tying sids of .{ou. )
Phe horgbness &m:&n& ::e wcrds gtung her even more ihem the
mras *?aews@.‘w&a. Tﬁ&r& weuod-z_“p nrd over flowed her eyes, She foaght
hexrd m Zain c:mtxﬂqlqu mr 8o :Uma.
He w-mwd m-zw he Goor nmi "Licﬁwd on the hﬂmt. Autwatﬂ.c«

ally she turngd her body g0 thet he gow 1% in pr ufile, e nrippiod

S}

- leg hidden ewsy from him, He studfed bar eo..dly, deliverstoly, Then

- he saiﬁz “Tyrn, I wont to teke 2 close look at your cripylnd 103.
fie sobbing she hed controllsd this far became uncon ::rollabla.

Bt wm tumcaﬁ And es m’ Gid so' she mrneﬁ hov eyeop May from hiw

fﬂc&. |

/S

"Come nesrer!” he ordered, aen @8 sle $%0 pa rw nwra than a
ek . §

! Cyerd eway from bim, he geids ¥ i‘ux'n,& adtide m;:pc end rais;e: your nighte-
| Crendse s Higher, yeg, up ‘o yqur“wmaﬁ. Your J.i;r‘b hip and *tzhish seems
a 1ittie suwiler tham your right, I nent to soe now much; ead I want'
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‘to teke a reaily elaue look ot your elnbtbot. I've never had a ehanee
to examine one $1il now, I wonder whether $hey're al4 alike but T
don'® supwoza vuu even hﬂtngryd to flnd out, Thet's the difference
ba'cwaen artists end nom-srtists, Artists will use even their own

\

weeinesses .and deformities t0 serve the éreative process., What do
you know abmz?’ olubfootedne 889" ' |

e wem» uowm ol one kneé end Teit the mishapen AAEPe

"Only cha% it ia suvposed to be eongenital, she said between
peinful sobal/ that hed eseaped her conirol, 4

"If you'd been en artist instead of B’waﬁld«be politician yoﬁ |
would have been able bo tell m e lok maru. Anyway, i should say thtre
is & ldngth differencc of baﬁweon wo b %nrac mncheavoatwaan left
and rigat Legatens" ' '

"Two end a quarter inqnua,i &na aaia.

dndeud

"ine lef» Shiga and hip,end the wnole of the left® Leg seems to
bhe perzeecly scaled down for a peraun two and 8 quariter 1nohaa shor ter,
I'm not sure tha%“Xﬁﬁo”net prefer the smeller hip and thigh, The woman
to whom tha& bmlmngWb&ld be just about the right sige for a;itmla
men iike me, Aﬁyway,’l'm in a vosition %o have/an-attifuae ndw end
I‘l; giVQ it %o youdif you' are interested, OFf course wou may.protgi
%o repsat your elever niaptrap about everybody having tnib,thatlar
tha»nﬁhnr/}_attitude Gowmdd eripplaa.é .

' Hg looked up‘af the revaged, tearatainedlfaga. Toen, genﬁly."

he freed the flimsy cloth from her olsnehed fiats sud aillowed it to
slide down her L8688, He #0% up and étood facing har, and now, at inst,
sha anw the qontla, reassuring look in hia oyaa.

' -"Inueresﬁna 1u y aﬁti%uae?"
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wice she opemed her mauth aund twice shie could E}MO a0 sound
other them the pa.mm gammg aa‘na.' 'I‘h@n she no&@ad. ‘
"3 thdnk 1% 1s a pity about tﬁia slubfoot, I'm sorry about it

and I'w sorry thal you're a-gdaaea uith it, But I do Think you make

iV much mere important than it is, laybe its becauss you're a women |

snd womon &re vedn, I tls.im the real demage, the reel hara you've
aftered has baon .mlf-int‘.l.icted mmauae of Wa faa“ing that you're

unnaturals flo jou've teanded iotherx %o impose ~roua ‘siuabfoot on M.

1 hope you'll stop doing that now.*‘* i BOETY 3‘7hmz %o bring things

50 & heed dn this way, ,aM-"‘“ ty is %}za wna% and uglieast of hman

‘emq'sian,a’amd not worthy ot y:u.” o s&i“&ed & brief, tender amile.

%3t is cer*ainl;,r no% worthy of ay womh@i L4

\

She iet out a swrengled cwg‘, mut helf-fell Sorward end grabbed
hin and thenm buriad her £ 4‘ sce Jny meuaer, muting her sobbing by
;;ras’singg her open mouth agmat ageinat the curye. of his meck,

' Vaen her 3 ;nmsiox‘mw sLoril aaa paéae&, aihe ssvidz '

"i-‘.‘l.éram; the I.;gbt. Not even @ very beeutiful woian orn /stand
it in this &‘tnta." She hesitoted then twnt an: “The :l.«nfmlne is %o
not leét i ma%w. 1 couldn't be nore na&e& aefore you than IVve been. |
Eu’c....u‘: ' | ;A #

FYou a;’axtm: rig;ﬂ:," nae 3&1«1. "A woman mmat alwaya be 8 woman. :

e lel¥ her and sent end wraed off tha -Aight. fhen he turned
back o “er she nad turned her bww on him,  She sigod meing the window
end thc light m the traaiking dﬂy. s

“Flease la-ava me now, ot some more wsledp if ‘yo;z can,
“Fou'll bo all right now?". '

“Yem," she seld, “¥eés, uy daar. ”".’Ll %o 811 rignc now,

He laft aew anu s.;a mamau oy sm winﬁaw for alcmg time, wg

‘the breeking day. S e

g \ " i 3 :
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g AT . He dreunt taat he was agleap .:e.zd shas Dee was c.a,é....:wg him.
WogenEhy, ind.i.ﬂi?ﬂnt iy, shoding him, He dreamt 4l shet ho opened his
eyea end gtlared up inte ber tuce nad ..La; e bragut lighv of day
‘was in the room., fnd then i waw U0 @ areem R re.al:lty.

"Ploesel Tou musd harry ine the e%t ;.c:f.“ﬂ ; TSt '

ril‘a was ﬁxlmfb aud&enly.‘ !% wwung ous of ".md mmu geveered Ms ‘

f clo*;hw .mm*m qﬁicﬁ: gweepling = 3»%&3.11.. 5 .:h 'Eih...u indien WOk EL: Z

| ensexad SRANEAr and g L about masing m,}sw,, apgaxa: iy ohlivious "
whHT To the door tam! |

01’ hid presence. Joe/looked outs |

"EIATiglhiG,’ sshu said,

9

1 {

4 e ‘ .‘
SE e le famseﬂ her, croasmd ww wuu&:& and eh oz @d e Joage oupe
bonard, oy
\ ; [ %
! TiTAL Cone as .swu at i «cau,' Sie Waldapered,

tsn' b.xa ouybomrl. qwr db.-ll&u and Qe groped h;‘.a‘w'tfe;,r up the derk
and Harrow mai,,:a \ "Wl the op oL Gs weelrs ge foly Zor lue door.gn
He ciosed h,:w @Wu ‘Bud sried to bying ‘batk Ju rind tae wﬁd pié'mrn
he Lad of "Bhek g-.bl’ie.. oo from hia & ﬁizﬂf view of 4% taeé n;g,h‘f' before. 1
‘;.h-s A;,zw-uw.:. ey ae waw, ﬂ.mu.l.d e on e mu.... vo she left, Just
inside tha“doer ::md na\ou" wiree mcae.s M.ghe'r sshien q‘a aeﬁd. And the .
il Piniighg Aleurs be mumm-a over theve bo s right, 1% must
8ULdlL Ve aumrsa otherwise some dogyligat woulu en’ mu’;é . H:w jmnd
ié % for End Lound the Jii.gu wwiteh; shen, with mss é;ingera on the
swi el i duu..ued agai.aa'& mawx% & .s.igut. ..n.-“aa..xd, ua&ng the angle i
.éhaa o.x.aaau, uis right hend
‘ Vo where maf'bmi should bao ‘

e umwlmd ;l“t, Teus in, snd 7».1« hidw aw‘ ‘f@a on M. J.am.a. mnlz.ns‘ xm ‘ﬁ
ik Eh l

-
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way round lae ‘océ, ha mpt éﬁ hie exploretion until e locsted the
1ittle window seb in the Mloyiu@, oeiking, His fingem explore&

tue LleeLow ! euwrtedining cereluddy ’mfam {iuvslly opering it, It

weg i#zportsen& Lot Lo dmpelr 'I/.‘.zﬁ: eliectiveness of e curjaining.. !
At Lest he moved the curtein seide, A bright sivens of iight filtered |

“inie Ghe room,

He exemined the window, It hed one =ingle squere pene of glmes,

1 : s
one inch fhieck eud with fine mea“ wire w'bed..“eo in it his was set -
¥ i i \

in = miﬁ.ﬂﬁnww& .ira.wa, % osingle sl@l nolt- kep* ne window shnt,

i

Rkosl UPied the hold, 1% b.l.i’ Yack O&ﬁ&l@ﬂww. fie tried ‘e windows
1t, Touy opened evuilyy powelﬁsa.&y, ‘mu.in@-, becikk on -:se}.;-oilbd

“'mriv« s8s 10 #0 emergency this ws v %he Wa out of this hiding\j\plaee.

He got toe wooden cheiy on whi¢h'hie ‘clothes nrd recied the previous

nights By wieiding on it he m;gl’s: poke hdv nend oud, The upwerd slope 1
j ” R |

of tue roof wes ﬁUivEI‘ﬁB‘ (S Avont of tae "*‘eur;e; tiue dowawerd ‘slope |
towerds the reur, % tm- m}mv.}aﬂ Blig, oeyuz.d ""her- to Uhe mege of 1
ders nlleys aud mn amzﬁiw of this Indisn residentlel areme A% one
point wihere, the ﬁmc& poriiomn of Ghe mm wouddl heve heen expesed o

BUYONS WEO leolwd up w«m i sir eet, a gife fenc-e ucd been ‘Put up.
hrd been
Pverytuing hed been . mmught of enét proviued for, notl z‘..ng/lart to
'ohenae. / k .
\A } :

The o.w::aw,xw depreswed ik, Sut in spite of thwd he toox careful

hi

note of ‘3&;& eesiest 0 quickest wey down, Then he shut end bolted
e window, | | ‘ .

. ¥¥ou Lef't lle door opem, ue mld hmsc..f. Soprt of om;elcasnua i
you woul&n’ b 8lloWeeenlio walied quien,lg crosa Ble thiek earpct *

en akuwmd lookéd 1¥evesas Tou waﬂ.m*'& Ve dome wids bus for the
: A A R e o '



e i 76
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'fpslin@ of Becurity ahg nas g:lmn you: watch your s%ep,l mister,
; ! et i : :
. wateh your swy.- | et 1 ‘ «
. | Aron | _
de cmwxgau quimiy/m nﬁ lua yﬁmz Lneo w« sult Joumy

lmidoo hnd hwaugat Lo Jiliae a%ww Se waited: alext t“ﬂ%iv iy Yot

odﬁ.w walizmd, muppwsaiaz& f:z.l..ﬁ. taougat dn caze 1t subs ain 9ff guard'

for a second, i - S
«dms pasacds longy ‘uand;mu ‘.a\,ﬁ«;m e Jaawsmglams gxespt ne \r

ym. w%uar maaas of .ar-tming mane Zut Az reluasad au &Liu:w aven

tie mem ”ﬂ’ that thought: 2ad s0 tuexe .mm ﬁa ng exvant tiaae .

rsqamm .-:wi a meaa wallting to de rale xmd .L”‘”m i auazw
ik i»"m ho ..awa tzlw muz $1% ai mmag Joneone wa;sfamainé
up m» 3&&:11*&. de moved qaioaly ‘4& qaie:uy. Firat, ;ia, widoited
4 \
tae window,. saen he put !;.1:,‘ ’wu W eaohly mﬁ tae cpea window,
theq as sdisped om i wae&. % Went i.:: tae door end Locied baek,
i ,zaw.awiug tae dis L&A}QO m& e Loag m. 903LE auvs e mese o got
cmt. Ao one amodth 2 «:wmu ¥aen s aism:i, lstertng for the feint
‘ vsoe.md sayond m,u i!oar. ) : '

Thave mxd tzsva? gen*&a taps oad Dee's volge oule softly %o him,

&

B & A8 a.lg\xigﬂt. laagtve zoaes”

| /

He akid anlocied the “Guor. Zne ¢ome 1n qm.i.cklj snd m aow that
she was engry shd taat sae aad :1“1‘1cam conteinlag her emg«r. She

dooxed frw Adm to tae g;em .uwauv anéd concers .ra@l.ﬁw\i RaT eNgeT. ~g

'mcm rould ye»:z hwe d,@ha?' she ssiad, |

| 91 Redn't taought tast fer,” he s*id; ”W;at #8s 141"
Sac went am;i sat m the ked, He "‘.Lo'sed tee window end ahcat‘the
’oalw acme taen be went sad eat ue&ida Mr‘ _ W |

amtlamf .mma mwm 53, 2ng ariﬁ bittemy, “Checiing on the

7 do;etw, Jyou amw. wm%& w'mw mm Le »&& agot wmp, aay ne wemt to ;}

# % R 3 ¥ 2 { X 3
el c il N S A e mAa.i-_LiLm;;f..i"* iy gl 4 YV A O UL ek 0 ] R L) ot e e Lt 79 q A O T M SR kS il N R e 0 Y T e ol




_you know how much they know im the hope that your reactidn will = v ;
‘botréy guilty knowledge. As I say, i%'s been most effective, But o
: - this time they did the oppoaita, and thay never do anythiag without

\ E| 4 4 . \ ¢
i i Sl gt Ny i Y . X fin3) H 1 » e\ £ i i
i e il A ki Dbt Nl el b RS S RS R U AG ) TEELIR VRS o V200 - SRS St 1Y 1t ORGP 1 (501 11 m«.‘uj-
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.Juhannaaburé, the nemes of the pecple he aaw, wheie\he'siépt.....

ind of course the doetor answered the nice white basies, The law
says we muat always anewer all the questions, no matter how
personal, agked. iy its repreuentativaa. If we don't they might Eggg_
we are up to ‘mischief end on the besis of the;r thoughts they might
loek ue up." ) : ‘

Nkoéi saids "Stop 161"

uhe shook her hesd end tauohaé his hend,

"I'nm 8OrTY, I suppose this is really thn ugliest part of 1t;
1t turns us ugly too," :

 "Only if we sllow it;" he seid, "Anyway, what happened?”

"On the face .of 1t it was Just one of their routine visits
to check on Dewood, but we ere not sure., They seemed almost enxious
to be reassuring, They didn't mention Weathuizen; they didn't
mention their search for the man who was with him; end they didn't
mention the fact that a large army of people, meny of fham’confined |
to house arrast,‘whn weré déaperately without two days ago"are now 3
suddenly in posaena&on of focd and a little money." ’ | j

"Surely they wauldn’t discuss all this with your brother, 1n eaai
$hey betray aomething he doecan't know.Ab 7
.~ "I'm afraid thet's how they do 1t Ihare ere always two, of 7 i
them, One ssks the questions while the other_goee into ® corner end |

watehea‘your reactions, It is most effectiv?. The trick is %o let

very good resson,” | ;
i of

"Aren't you making them saund auat a 11ttle large:,than lifa?"

|

|
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wItye hed ra%hor more dealings with fhaé??gu have hed, Anyway,
Dawood is as worried about this visit as I am gnd he doesn't go'in
far pointless worrying. Come, laf'a go dowm, Dawood will soon be
- going on his rounds snd he wents to see you before he goes,?
| She led the way down the hidden steirs end out of the folse
eupboard. Voices drifted up to them from the dodtor'a aurgery on
the ground floer. Dee led the way into her be&raom wharo a table hed
been laid for three near the window, e

Eiosi, looked wut of the window and rg@ambared, as part‘ot a 3xut
Jumbled pattern of thought and diaturbanco, whet had happened 1n
| this room between him and Bee eariliers As though esware of this, she
moved %o his side. The embraced brieflyé a gesture of tenderness
end intimacy, almost bereft of all peesion, |

"In these times pnd in this place there shonld not be room
" for this sor$ of fae;ingg"(ahg’saiﬂ quietly. ' ‘_' i

He leughed sofuy and shé 1iked the adnd of 1%.

“One ﬂty,“ ha aaid, ”ane day we'll produce a race of men
who will only faul and respond in scecordence with the dictetes
,of time and place, ..., Thenk God I won t be around when that day
wcames.“ He pauaed than went on with a new undarourrent of aﬁriouanesa.
"y really believe that if the day ever comes when men is wholly
rational in his respanaee thsn we will see the day when the world
beaomes 8 really ugly end .scientific end brutel thing, Man's saving
‘ grace is end has always been Wis 1mpulse,‘whieh is utterly irrational,
towsrds pheniosy end fairyhtalea. God end love and beauty and truth q
are not scientifically provablen.....Do I aound awfully reaaticnary?"

"Yes, but I like 1t. Trouble is 1% makos things eo much more

difﬁculto ° g/c cAh’ hnre ' B Bﬁﬂ@ﬂa‘

it s st it AR
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question of eaything Justifying snytaing else,”

19

by daylight
At first sight/Nkosi found Dewwod Runkhoo smaller end less

striking then he .nod been when they had first met by the-canefield
thet night that now seemed e 1ifetime nway.AIhen the doetor hed
gseemed & tow@ring,mhahdauma, al;ghtly‘fronicﬁ godlike figure'
whe could never be ruified, Kow, by daylight, the vall men lookoé
very merial snd very diacurhed. And even his voiae, when he spoke,
lacked the tranquiliaing power it had hasd that first night iny )
the hendgrip wee still ss firm es Khoai remembered i1, ;

"It is goad tc see you," the doctor seidt “And looking so
well toc.- he people in Johannasburg aakaﬁ me to tell you ‘what a
greet job you've done,"® ‘

"It geems L1've broﬁgnt trouble ©00," A

f.“Couldn't be helpeé.,ﬂesthuizeh wes the one wesk link, We

all kuew that wes the most iixely point of trouble in the chein,”

"fhe wesk link has now been eliminatedssss” A

Funkhoo ceught the undercurrent of Litterness, “e looked

%&kaos!'s face and thought: Lucky you' to be free enough

t¢ 4xpress yvur ruvulsiogy
“Surely ‘pay explainedesses’ |
"Very clesrly," Nkosi murmyred. "And that, of ccurse,_juatifiei
; / ( S L \ |

“You've hed this ocut with Sammy, haven't you?™
' i

"Y28, 00000 30TV, iim being difficult end I don't mesn to ,be,

A

I'm surs its not easy for yau....”¥
"Pleose don't forget Sammy, friend, It isn't eansy for him
either, In fect iis worse, He's tahe activiat - and an ectivist e

]

with = conscience waiks 2 hard 108dsesselt D28 Cebsed to be 8

Cissie brought in the tew trey and Lee set about dispensing



A

tes, ﬂunkhoo4atacd n%aring out of the little window,stuflfing hia

pipse ' ) .
Dae Nunkhoo moved 20ross the room with » oup cof tes for her

|

br&ther; nnd vacruse e wea her hwotn@r he‘notieaa 2} aubtle ‘

difference 1n her movements. she walaoa o8 thougu with nothing to
hide, ns though 'being crippled wes as normsl as not haing c“ippled.
He looked qu%ekly at Nkosl and thought: That one gives nothing

/

away,

Tee seld: .

i"Erother, tals aen ﬁglievea in éhﬁﬁtaaiea a#d fairy-teles,
in God ~nd léve and beouty mnd‘truthﬁg..;” | |

. Sunkhoo loocked down at his/ aitﬁnr and nodded,

"I rether suspected as.fiuch from tﬂe moment I met him, Tha

trouble is believing in thsse thaings rather complicates matters

in our situation,” , _
*dust what I'télﬂ hiwm," she seid, turning swa$ tc pour Nkosi's
. . ¥ ‘

tsa,
)

Nunghoe'tnoughtz Analyou, liftla’aiat@r, rant to believe with |

hime Rlaud; He seid:" And what did he gy, little sister?"
"Scasthing svout the world being a reslly ugly aad brutal and
evil plece the, dsy we stop b@lieving in these {hings.”
*And ehe," hxosi cut in; fshm s&id thet it is sireedy all
thet and more riaut now, asre in this place."
And now, .mdgmly, pel L mm‘&, betweer her brother and this
WOy tmat aame unuercurront of understsnding that had growa up
beswam herself end this men, | v | !
"ind whet dig you telli her?*‘ﬁuakhoo esied soltly,

\ Ikesl tosk the tes from her emd sn odd emile fiickered sdrosa

f

~

|

S C



o

{ E'IWQI'Q %

 Wi1L be dayiighty"

- we kel '?iﬂ,'htiﬁcocoo ‘

L

bis feee, - b,

'l aidn't eex nnything, Ekosi oeild aqurlly softly. "Before

I imew ebout Weathuizen it might heve been esgy to answer her,

After I heerd sbout Westhuizer I wps rot so sure I inew the

Nunkhoo turned frow tae window.

“But thet is where you were wrﬂ#g; iy frien&. Decouse there
are. ne stﬁra in the gky is no reasonm ﬁbrﬁons to pssume thet derkness
is eiwz'rq:!. ¢ : ‘ | ‘

"But whet gﬂd_ of daPwill follidw “Q'ldEiMQQE? Surely it
is not simply the fect of daylighj,ﬁhmt‘ia importent,”

“Yes, ﬁut“firct thafﬁfmuatjbe‘thé elesr knowledge that there

"Iv depende on what we méen by dnylight in this cese, If it
meens rerely to be alivey,.ss"

"2ut thet ﬁaapﬂmnisaly what it does net ween,” Nunkhoo cut
in, "1If it maant 1nst thet then there would ceéggtneed to fight,

It 15 nweciselw ‘heecouse 1t nesng much more tnqnjeeinv elive that
-.féi

/

"You wdhla spy this in epite of Weethuizen?"

: i : [
"In spidte of o thouannd Westhuizens - nrovided we hold on

thoge bheliefs you expresssd o Dea.;-.'

tvrtled, Dee soid: ’“hgg&siea end fnirJ-t"les ﬂnd God and
ail tpat?“ : o MR
vaal thot ﬁ??i Ry
“YayWEidn't you teu ne tm% ‘wfore“" she wkod.
yjhggcausa.1§Wdeea make pings thet mach mors a1¢ficult."_.

g | “Than why tell ne now?"



62
ok didn'*t.e Tou ‘dug it out of hin," funkhoo turned to Wkosi,
'*'I‘he menn—anﬁ-onds argullent is pretty wonderful oo lang as 1t
z'cma:lng anmrgmment: Mz aasumee tkm: Laixy icsues sre either right
or wrong, ithat ghe choice :&a Wys " strtaigntfcrs.srﬁ ore between
goo& md gv:u. Pat the noment yau mt@r the field of ae*'ion this
: .smplification of velues "a,ua awsya @ smction is ©% once both
| ¥ ‘r:lg‘-b‘u mﬁm ongy Lo th gaod#qn& evil. m renk problem here, the
R, resl gam‘éle, tHe reed hopa ie triwt oﬂ&- audgamen'a haa been
snfﬁ.c;ently scmd. %ur mith in the phs.ntasaies mfﬁcient&y
atrgng for our Qtioxaa uo“‘tip the &e&loa ..a Leaveur of good. That
ig: tne gmi*u of our g,miran%w za mere hope m&.t cut di: our action
\ ' wu.l cople é_gO% aetha:: % uvix. .Bamuw t,h.k.s ‘hes not teen \
2. | 'onougn fcx ey veople tl m éhom:u irwtian. ﬁne does not
: . or ,dwing % ;
« Tiak ncanthrong* if ome é‘pcthing.
k. I qum'dl with noue oF this}” ﬂkom. "You know thet and
yw. know the meiure of ny qxarrol - 8% least i think you do."
ol e * “Thet oftea in uhe proaasa of i’iahung evil yon adop's -

ey
L "Or are Woreed 40 adopi," =

")

- "Or are ’croau o adop't mﬁtheds thpj mq 88 evil as «ha evil Y

you, ugm;."ﬁy enawer is thmd 11 *ahe ulmate oh;}aative is & good '

one, that 1% ae much Ha we cen . aamo; BNy cEuse. Bejand thaa,

’ i
P encs meﬁ*mme.s his own private mp.;ue. And here, 1,’:3 South Africa
todey, tha* choice h;;m been *u@ pﬁinful.ly s..mla "
3,1 . & You've mede f* eho:&oe,'! Kikosi said. "And it is becauae 1 tad

g S ,

&wia wine that L am here. mt that doos not ra,aalv eve”ything*
i Lmﬁ\e m n% am.h reeomtion." hunkhoo uaid a littie mnatiant
; if,ﬂ us bucl P fen s?&aiee ana a.;.... that, " Dee said. ,

. "hnd the tm in Mad i Nunkhm saide ”In “he lighs of whet
.'54 : v
%has happened all our pl;an'a_ have vta be ehmoﬂ. You cennot g0

i

z’;_g.._ :
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The voice. I hesr this peseing nighi: wes heerd ‘
In encient &a‘ys'by emperor end clown: , i
Perhap&a the sclf-same song tLa“bw found & path :
Through the sad heart or Rut.h, vman siek for «home,
She sto0d 1n tegrs emid wk& MQR corny
The seme thet oft-times h&?’ﬁh

Charn'd ma&ie csaemmta, cpm.:mg on the foem

0f perilous x—:us, 1n ;iéery lenus 1orlorn
Oy ; - 1 :
; ‘%nw Keets' Qde to = Vichtineale ,
"G e ,
1\“ ] ’:f_' u‘m‘ y 4
H“h‘ !
| |
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F Personte Dramatis

Richard Niosi ‘en identity used by meny men in the service of
the underground

Richard Dube en ertiet, the 1 atmst‘ﬁichrrd Tumwi
" Westhuizen & man who was white till the law declered him

CUloureﬂ, gnd ‘who ?he vecame Hens Coetzee

Samm? Heidoo 8 lesder of the Ihdien resistence in Hstal
. - - . : - ¥ - >
Daweod Nunikhoe an Indisn doctor '

Dee Nunkhoe ' his erippled sister.

Diclky ﬁ@icker; 4 ‘ 4 ]

‘ f memebers of the Nunkheg household

Cigsie J :

Kerl Ven As deputy hesd, Fatad Buresu of Internal Security
inne de Vied ‘his seereisry

Dr, Iumdwig Snel ' heed of the Netel Buresu of Internal Security

Man From Records a state buresucretb

Japie -uPlegsis Ghief Inspeetor Hetal C.1.D.

. Hens Ja.‘t:sen" / Inwec Lor, Ketal (. .i L,
g.w B rislast ] borgol Gbnid (oll sedenl o Nkl
1d Men iigcedlas . @ waalthy Indisn merchant

g6ung lon boole - otherwise Jee, his son

lsnacs a twaveliing\drygeeds buyer end = repeirer eof
broken lines of communicotion

urptqin Stikkelund a seafering wen who had lest the cepacity to belisv

%

nnd the people of the Republic of Soutk Africs






flcor dnd put yo \‘. on 1'6. I!' ve ‘maet anybodzyranﬁmber wtwre m ara; youg

PR Ane aot in Enrnvo nov, anu whatever you nk of yoursmlf yau are; Juun a haffir
PO s : hare., ndmember ﬁhat. !ow ‘ct h!“ ATk v ER v paes” X A ‘
UERSIR \ Mg Nkcmi got ia tPa back ‘of’ t.n{w car, put t.}m money at g;ih r.eei:, limd
o' YA ; HERT ™ the! bonmmd.a
back anc clo::red* his ayas; hi« body tmgled with the ‘waet.ly—painfnl raliaf{ :

i M Th» impulne was to duxxuxxmmm knep his nyu\s olosed and sink into

/ ' -
oblivion. Imt hea fought it: orf am i_‘m wad hwqelf to 8 *aak ukt.n‘& hmvy tdngua. 4

il

P AR ‘ ALY

o . . 'in ycmr "heart and nﬁ.nd you're stm oma of tn pan't you?' Like t.ba b

. | v i Madded to
whippod and brutalised do‘ who yet lic.hs the boo‘ ad 1t., ,na/m Y

) ! &

(ot himself wea.rily‘. ] ! ; ; \J Nl ;".
e f gt "Qxat. du you axpaeft." Wasthniaen sm%&iendly suidnhly."You yourself M

ks 4

i | sadd e cound liks one 8¢ them, That!s M I am I look Liks tnem, I ‘gound .

‘, s i ‘, . \ v- &
RSN riplgeagy o1 L3 them, I ﬂzink 'llkp thm I “‘m " Ixobou;{ A nothing can chz.nge

ey ‘ n ' \;:jgxéc NG i }

" mt. L/ ¥ R ."' i ¢ '\
2, LA ’!Not eveaﬁtnair cast ing you' »t?" 0 it b At Ve
“ ‘ » " "i e ‘-\ 8'5&1"58'3 up . m ‘n‘mu--.z-'nﬁuod‘ “'
‘ e got into - Ariving m thea smtchedmnxnsm it v
e ] ; 3 \ -
F* of'f; aga:ln. lie I out ﬁo pm in.to bl back lat Pikoa.; ) ‘V\ X
ke - J
o 'ﬁley' 'qo p&y.fur u, m‘&y're gﬂ.ng W pay dw&iy for. h‘ir

-

foolishnesu I on.ly on> oi‘ _.mmbnr you know. nd it &11 t.h»oao pedpla

; ) oL on !‘evenxa as’ I'm' nw d‘ﬁw t.b.;.y aro going ) W m i»ul t.wuh;t@, Dnidinz |
', wkm is and 1an"t whital I‘ha smeﬂxing you asue and lenom and fealt et mpy'l,l
G lnm gm tmm m#y'll bmm boggmé{'“ A i,
£ g Ha turnad ba k and start;oa Lhe e’)gl:ne apcv ﬁqu. Th»a v:gr M u?
i with a'viule‘nt j thanmettlad down to a swgdy* D M

" it mbooth mmd. m:osi lt.’mmd himse’ drn’ting offx tnq wil.L ‘bo a‘cay aw e

ol ;“1‘“: on %“m‘ *“"'“""ﬂ w;c a‘»uaium :m.m ww Dwmwrimé b
\ 2 3
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ap on the Protectorate bord@& rﬁblior today., Will arranse for nin

D AR T N R ‘ i

asV1ng ”eﬂthuivgn liow are tray goﬁng to nay; what you going to do

]

to mak@ tham nny?“. Inayﬂad mf enawering Wepthuivan moved fuvtunr

8

fnd rurtnﬁr avay untll hir face was dark apeck abova the bori?eh dr
the eea, NVoai tried to attraet hic attention bv szouting; "What

"

you Eoing to do to meke tb@mypay?.....- ,
\:uﬁdanly he was wide\awake. fis 1rért pounded; hie ﬁody trewbleﬁ‘n
Thﬂ cor was at a8 standstill. volcea vere about him. A bright 1leht

ghone in hile face, ; § | ' -

"

A pruff volee said: "SO you are alive. ﬁwﬁébook'" |

mkogi Ve speechlmna with ehoalk aﬂd ﬁ'@%, -

%a{

”hen he heard Vesthulzen's v»Icﬁi”"Thia ie a raw onc:'niokﬂd pﬁ:
X

"O’mon men, end et ous of tbnre

\

h‘!\

¥to cet mia‘Bassbook tamqrrcwa‘ln'that all rig“t?”

*koai stunble out %f ;he car, niased his footing and went

W
--down on hends and k&eeﬁw A pair of rough handa jerkbd him violently

uprlgbt and slampqg '*"ﬁJainat the side of th@ car,
Wi & \
‘ "Uureful %hn " hﬂr@ was mook oeg:érn in the eruff voice.
\,5
Back in the nmg¢owa Nkosli sew another man and a little beyond u&m

the patrol cer. A wave of panic shot through likogl, Tﬁm uvmm wa@
AT )

to run, to put as muech distance between himeelf end these mqg
: 5 ;& =
"Smappose tomorrow will do," Gruff wvoice esaild, _—
His
"ot etrictlv 16«&1,"/rriend from the 3hndowa aal a cnriou@

,note to hie volee. "You know the requlrm@nte ? th@ m» “h’..a. | AN
fie waited point’e«?lx. | ‘ i) ‘ w

\

" "Cae%zoe, liang Coetzee," ' eethui?en suiﬂ "To reagh my place
¥

‘you turn off the 3a1n rond about five milge along."‘ | f‘. ]

Grurr Volee anid: "Yep, g know of you Vﬂ. Caetmee. ﬂwar you are

 vnnv antivé in, ﬁartv work. I'm eure ;t wil} be allripht for yenvto it
; \ - / ) ; ; y ',»:Lw i5

At e
1o ,_..\, Bl |




, ‘ 11 b
: il / : | g
register him x:mnxxnﬁ 1n the morning vil
e Weshuiyen turned to the man 1& the shadows. "Sorry about th1~‘
but whenﬁl set out 1 had no intention of brinﬁing a k«frfir ‘back
with me otherwise I would have arranged th;ngs 19 advance, "

The man in the ahgdowswsaidﬁ "I see,” then'he‘added, the curi
note stfll in hig voice~ "You're a2 new arrivalrh@ra‘wr. Coetzee, a 
very weleome one to be sure, Ev@n I have heard. of what an upright
i party man you are, So pleage don t miaunﬁer tand me. But we have h
gome trouble in thie district 1ate1y and 9rders are to keep a tigh
check on kaffir movements." | et T |

: Nkosi thoupht: You're in trouble WQBthui,en, that one 1@
‘suspiclous. ’ (
‘The man froh the ahaddwa movmd forward quickly. Nkos! swnved
rath@r than gaw 1t oudépnly the bright glarp of the torchlight
was full on his faae._‘
‘ 'Relax; look’rrisgtaned blink, you're. Juat a scured kaffir.

\

. Th( bright light lingered on nia foce for what seemed a 1life '
tlme, thﬁp'it moved.slowiy down hle body, lingered on his cheat ané
J‘shotibaok up to his face. He had half expecte#d it eo it ravé&led'
nothing. With startllng 3uddenn@sa the briyht light was on
Wwesthuizen's face, And then 1t was off and the veioe bshingwﬁggw
torech murmured.. g\ ‘ \

!"torry Mr.-CoetZee; didn't mean to do that, Flnger slipped."

o 3 45 W X tomdrrqw then," Gruff Voice said, t&r, rather, lstér thi
mqrniﬁg; e hea‘ly three now," ' ‘ ‘
"1n%1ﬂ@, Kaffir," Westhulzen sald. "Hurry up'" s
The two p&trolmen called out grnuz grmetings as thmydﬂove gway .

But Westhuizan made no reaonnse. Al T it “i
g Al b AT
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AB tuhy got into thm patrol ecar Gruff Volce sald: "You ﬂhouldﬁ%

-r._kq

have done that: Coe tz e was furious, and don't forget hie yarty‘pull
¥ / \ i 3 il L i ¢

He can make trouble," | .
“Furdoue or frightenedz" iils cémpfnign ceked softly,
Gruff Voic&‘gfew alert.
"What do you mean?" | .

i "I‘thoyght our Micter Coctzee waa £right;ﬁ¢d. I thought I eaw

panie in his eyes in the brief glars of light.,"

\

W"You'f@ mad 'mn; Covtyee..,..."
4 1 know Cootzee is a well known uoatonding 'party man. But what
do we know about him?ﬁ Go on, you tell’ m¢34'b&u do‘wc know abbut him?!"
- "You're lettlur your imapin tlon run mﬂay with you. ‘¢—~

"Perhaps., But let ve conti@er o Tew facts. Cver thc p“st;e&r*

/

nonthe seven people whom the. 1aw have raatrlctad to hou°¢ d@tention

hdve vanished; hey wnd thcir families hnv¢ clwan disa ppgarad as
though they never.exisgcd; "That 1e' fact number one, vavménths 2r0

our securlty forcgsnyere on the traill of the terrorist ﬁéhlangi.

Th@y'trackeﬁ'him‘ﬂawhéto thie part of the country, aqd‘then he '
suddenly dibappeéred~as though swnllowed up by thin mir.ﬂ. '
' "He #lipped into the Prgtqctoraﬁe," Gruff'Voice sald,

"Did/hé? Thvn ho'r come that even the Britlsh’héve né"record of
him‘i@aving the rrotectorate, For him toy}wg#e-byair tpgre had to
be Bome record, nd our dkente there ﬁou;d'hgvé‘di&covef@ﬁ‘1t. But:
there was no récord.‘So how wae it éasslbl¢ for him to ehow up in o
cémmun;st co&ntry a week after he dis&pgearéd?"‘ | {

"You tell me," Gruff Voice eald,

!

#

"The coast ig an hour’ﬂ drive fror here," his‘COmp@nibn said
The coast, : SRS AT 7
ﬂoftly."hxxxxnh iso*ated, unnuwraeh

b L “’*"’M\Ma
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amusement., 3
"Crazy mad about whom? Mahlangi?"
"Noj you may be riglt about Mahlanriz about Coetzee."
: "Byt I didn't say anything about Coetzee except that the light
ahowed panic in hie eyee, and I asked what we know about him.
"Because of Mahlanpi and those disappparances?"
"Yes, And because we don't know anything sbout the man,"
"And because we found him on the road with a kaffir a little
before three in the morning?" _ ‘
g don't know abOut the'kafrir. He looked allright to me, I
just have a feeling we ought to find a 11ttle more about Mr,

Coetzee. How long has Coetzee lived hore?“

Gruff Volece struck a match and,held 1t cupped in hie right

hand. With his left he took the clgarette fu‘ pie mounth and‘eaié

. "Bix s " He stopped and gtared at notbinp t11l the meteh

burned hise finp@ra. Thcn he started curslng softly, and flung the

dead match away. »Atter a while he stopped cureing and shook his
head. -
you
"I domn't bmlieve/ fle's one of uq."
1'm notvsaying he 1én't. le came here s=lx Wonthe ago and

-

‘these thinge happened since, Whp)ls he and whére did he 6ome from?

<

“® "I think we'd béttor find out about lr, Coetzee," Gruff Voice
sald thoughtfullj, liéhting-his cidparette afresh,
“That's/all I'm éhy&ns.?‘ P »
| "Do we write a report when we get back?"
"No, not‘yet. Wg'havan't anything to report yét. Letfb find
out a little more firsf. You and I'11 ha&e to keep an éﬁﬁMéﬁ*hin;
but he mustn t know..I know a chap in security. ! 11 Qall him wher

Sure e hack on»shirt this ﬂveniné!“
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"Good," Grurf Voice aaid. He yéwned hugely and growled: "God
~how I hate this nisht duty. i | s :
In hie mind?es eye he saw the warm plump roundnesgs of his wifn
He knew that got home ghe would murmur  in her slee &
in bed.fWhen he wemfximimxkex in an hour'e time,/her flesh would be
wearn to the touch, almoet hot, And the moment he touched 1t, he knew;
_1t would burn desire into him. After nearly two yeare of marring
he was still drunk with ,asaion for his wife.
ke Beslde him his compunion amiled ﬁnxtxtxui; wlth affectionate ;
derlsién, "Stop working yourself up, You'll soon be with her.Get on."
To cover his sudden s@lf-coneciouenene he said.
"What made you think of that COetzee in that way?"
"Itve always wanted to get fhto sbcurity. i’
"I see," quff‘Voice pa1§, without quite knowing what h;'éaw.‘
Westhuizen's cureing‘had gone on and on until Nkosi had snapped:
"Stop it'"
'And-surpristﬁaix! Westhuizeh had obeyed him like a lamb, Then;\
for the nqxt'th?eiTmiles,Westhuizen had gone at breakneek speed,
"FolIdﬂ}ngtns?" ‘
Nkos 1 peered through the rear windbw, "No." ‘
; A mile further ohwssthulzen ordered him to look again, There
waquno'aign of the patrol car, 'They pasged through>a bullt up ares
anﬂ'ln‘tne predﬁwn half light Nkosi recogﬁiﬁed ip 28 a settiement
on the edge of cenafields, Fer'to ﬁhe right and falling away- at
a genile Bloping‘angle;gkoel gaw & cluster of lighte, He remémﬁered
the little towy_fﬁog childhood days: one of‘tﬁe few predominantly
‘Boer towns it had been in this part of Natal.
Instead of. making for the towm Weethuizen ewung left, away from

it, climbing up the slope of the 1and Then, two miles further, He
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, auddenly éwung‘off the road, turned off'his 1igﬁts and went’albng
an unéven, bumping trackuntid the car was lost h!txl!xxtzttxnzxn
XEEXKX in a sea of tall green cane. ¥ e g f
Westhulzen pulled up. from nowhere a Tlgure wasg suddenly beside
the car, i e
| & volce sald: "Mr, Nkosl...." t AN
"Yeg?" . |
"Good."
Westhulzen sald: "This-ig going to cost you double.-TWeniy, not
ten, For this one and all the others." : Mgt
Rkosi =aid: "I don't know how but ﬁe kneﬁ what;I carried, Ve
were stopped by a patrolland I think they ére stigpiclous of him,"
"Damn lying kaffir!" Westhuizen hissed, "The'uatrol wésn't
nuppicious and ‘I only guessed about the money. He gave himeelf away:
ite him."

There vwas sllence, then the voice sald: "Think there'll a follow=-

uP?“‘ ' : ;

What you mean follow-up?" Westhuizeﬂ acked,

"I think so," Nkosl sald amd decided that tie new man aéunded
like an Indian, L ' | HaL. ‘

"What the devil are you talking about?" Westhuizen said,

"Come," the new man whispered, |

Nkosl stepped out of the ecar then pulled out the bag with the’

' money. Beside him a penecil torch guddenly created a small cirIe of
light, In the light Nkoesi looked down at twvo xmmx coal black hands

'peeling money froma thick wad: they were b&g pudgy, competent hends.
"You saild temnty," the Indian said, "There it is, Thank you.‘

T

" : /

quec 00

/

A hand round Nkosi 8 wrist and he f0110Wed the burly, quick
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moving,shadowy figure with a sense of relief that left him weak, Noi,
at last, he-waé; he knew, on his own sgide of the line. He had made
the successful chsaing. | ‘ ' :

Westhulzen called out aoftly{but dfgentlvg
"Walt & minutel” “ : \,
The Indian leading Nkosi only hastened his pece until they were
,»haif trotting., After five minutes of trottlng they suddenly emerged
at the slde of 2 building. Beeglde 1t was a car.T;mman sat at the
while askeds: “ Lty : i
"Everything eil right?” |
deei' guide sald: . : ”~“"
"Ees,our guest 1= here,” {7
"And his package?"
"And his pdekage.”
Soft long iinrers cubled round Nkosl's hend in a grip that hurt.
"w$lcome," A saft volc; murnured eerevsingly. "You don't know
how needed what yeu bring 15.....uome, git down for a while. I'm
sure you are dead b at but we hawe to walt till Westhulzen, leavss.éz
Oh dear. I'm 80 sorry ny dear fellow, I'm Doctor Nunkhoo, orficially
¢ I'm oppomed to oo"ﬁn action between our people because I belong,
to the ri-htving o Conrress; indeed, 1 may be gaid to lead that s
rightwing. Unorficlally, I1'm your host, "?ghuckled aortly without any
' trace of- humour,., "We have_paid dearly for our former transpar&ntly
| ﬁonest methods of etruggle, WHen they vere ready.they pounced end
dentroyed}t%e novement becauée we had all declared buraelﬁéa‘frbm
publie platforms all over tho country. We have now 1earﬁt that this
1= bitter war, no platforn gane, . Xour guide here 18’ oammy haldoo,

irade unionist: officially we are enami@e. 1t helps to aqnfuna'the
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Sammy Naldoo sald: "They were stopped by a patrol."
"only one? I expected them to ve gstopped at least twice.”
¥But this 18Athefﬁbint,uaoQ Mr, Nkosi says Westhulzen knew
about the money ané tha£ the patrol was suspicilous oﬁpush to want
t; foliow-up." e
. “I know they'll follow=up," Nkoel sald, "He wase in a panle
and one of them shone & torch in his face and saw 1t. He has to
go and register me in the ﬁofning." # 8
Nkosi felt the sudden tension 1n-bb§h men;'. :
"Didn't he giva’you a passbook?" |
v ' , i3] '
"But I gave 1t to him, Doc." ?{T i3 )
¢ "All right Sammy, I'm sure y?u did, Tell me, my friend, how do
you know he kqéw about the money " | ' .
' Nkosi told.thamrébqﬁt the méeting with wﬁatﬁuizen‘and repeated
his words about how meeded what Nkosl brought was to the opposition.

AThen he told thsm of’wésthuizen‘a direect reference to the monéy : %

and his stutament abaut not taking it because Nkosi‘s friends
were particularly good at painful murderﬂ."
"Yes, I See,%wmunkhoo gaid. "Ot’coureg you didn't deny : b AN
"When he gave the pasawor?;l,asgumed he wae one of us,"
"Naturally. Ve knew this was the mosg risky pabt. Anybody
else but a white man - or an apparent white man - WOuld have been
eearched. \
"This route must now be cloced," Naldoo said.’
The 36ft voice ofrthe doétor went on as though Naidoo had not

spokent "Tell me my friend do you think Westhuizen would tell if

they pressed him.

- "If they really pressed him, yes,"



-_Coolies and Coolles bréad 1ik& fliesn edit?e Coolie doctor hae been -

r VG SR ) : i

,/\-f ' )
"There he goes,” Naldoo sald,
Far behind, and a little below them, thﬁ-twinvheadlights of .
Westhuizen': car swung onto the maln road and eped avay repidly.)

more
"We cﬁn £o now. I m aorry but there's \quxknnrlittla piece

of dlecomfort for yéu, ny friend., We dare not have you travelling.
with ue in caseg wef-are stopped, Naldoo and I aré a céuple of /
out to deliver another curry arse 1nto the world, Whin we' re on a
trip like thia we alvays ensure that there e a newly born little
Coollie to make his cr her contribution to th atrupgle‘ BUt I1Ff
they found you with us they might becoune, tﬂrx curious and start
aearchins. ‘So you hava to curl up ip the ‘boot, We ve made it ae
congrtable as poesible, Come."  %" :

The doctor pit his handtof nkoai'o arm to help him out 6f

the car, What he fﬁlt made him-!hirt-hie han -rom arm to mulae.

Mye'll have to @ove, WSamny, our friend’ & neer breaking ﬁoint.":

"Ita all right," Wkosi sald,
"That'“ all riéht, my fqiend. Come,"
Bctwcmn then, Nunkhoo and Naidoo holp@d Hkosl to curl himself

% 29 poessible
up/comfortabix/in the big boot of the enormoue Americen-made car,

fhere were blanketé and pillows to absorb as much of the bouncing

a8 posslble, Then tﬁey ghoved the money bag in with him and closed

down the 1lid, A wave of nausea and claustrophobie panic sweot over

'Nkoai. He let out a desperate yell and banged agsinst the roof of

the bodt,‘Ah d ﬂuddeniy the boot was open once more aﬁd the soft
careesing volde of Nunkhoo kopt re)eating. <

‘"Eﬂsy.fttaﬂds, eaay; eaay. xou ve been under great stirain but

{

eagy. Just a little longer now}and-then your zreat mission wlll be

over." S ‘ ¥ : j ‘ %

L)
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X
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The soft caressing voice droned on 1nsiatent1y until Nkosil

"Sorry," de murmured.."l'm all rlght now, "

But the doctor kept on repeating his weords till they becane &
juMbled,meaningless,monotonous,drone. Then the docébr placed his
hend on NkKoel's forehead and kept it there for a minute or two.

8 & @ elosing the boot now, my friend, a2 ﬂérrieu 7ou just
bang lightly. We'll hvar you stralghtaway and gtop and open up, We
have somethino/rigged up 8o that ve can hear. But don't bang too
1oxd1y in cage you attract unwanted attentiﬂn. All»right?"

"ALl right . Y |

The ramfx top of the boot came’aoﬁn, but szlowly end cuietly
thé#s time: there was no sudden Jafring bang. iHe was auare of a =

the
nomentary sense of stifling oppression, but hxk knovwledge that

" he could end it at willwas reassuring.‘But coild he really? Thought

was too much'effort, And thén the thing began to move, gently at
first, easlly so(that the bumping was not too bad, Then, suddenlj,
there was a floating emoothness,

In a‘remote gort of way he became awere of the terrible

pounding of hi¥ hegrt. It forced a dull, persistent ache at the

" back of his head, This resched to his shoulders and from there

the ache spread right through hls body, It affected his breathing
and he knew that if he hed to speak his voiee’wquld séund faint,
hollow, dlsembodied, And the soft carcesing volce of the doctor
wae evervwhere 1gside his heaa,‘fighting off the pain, lulling h;m
into a sense of relaxed gecurity. But a part of his\mind foughf
against the impulse ‘to relax@d security, And then his teeth began
to chatter and he was back in the dhﬁéﬁy and alone on the black

ol v \ i
san AT e armasaad e LL‘L ..l.—-'l_ -~ am . - -
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and be began to whimaén.‘tgeth ehettering, body sﬁakiﬁg,’like a
dezed and terrified little chlld locked in the durk.se.ss

It vwas thus that‘they.found ﬁim when they op@ned the boot
inside the safety_of a élé;ed garage, They carried hinm 1ﬁto tbe L
house and up a flight of stalre and into a small comfortably
furnlshed attie.room; Quickly, deftly, the doctor administered an
injection, Then he and Naidoo urdressed Nhoé; and put him to bed,
The doctor etood Ly, feeling his'pulmeAés the ehaking gfadually X
died down and the low moen stopped, o : |

laidoo looked firom Qkaﬂi,to the éncth} "x

"Thai what they mpan‘by someohe craokiﬁg'up, doe?"

"Very m;dly, &ammy. Really this, 1& more like someone pimply
paaaing out: a combinatioh of too ﬂuca tenslon, too grest an anxiety
‘and the strain that poes with it, and too. much bolﬁing on to yourﬁpln
too much gself control for tooigrr 2t a period."”

“S8o he mlght heve cr&eked before we got him 1f there'd been

.

any delay."

v
~

"No, uummg. If he had to he could have gone on for naybe' anothe
two, four, eix or even twelve houre," '

"I»don't;nee it,doc." ;

~ "He let go becauee he k‘ﬁk he was safe: his subeonsglous mind
knew it wae sare ta;l&t go of all that tension end he needed the
release deperately,” ' '

"If you esay so, doc;"‘ But sémmy wag not satiefied, "He's very:
sma11~fér thie Job, doc;xDid you notice hls‘littlc“f@et, and'lqék :
at thoac small hends. Bot gtrong at all “ : (ks ' _I "

Nunkhoo laughpd and there was real amua@ment in hie laughter.
| He wasg tall pale-skinned, graceful., A thick mop of wavy Jet black

hair xnzituuxtnxliix&txnxtiun chWned a hand coga ., humorous faca.

% S - K s AR {
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. twisted mask of bitter disgusih

-y W G B Yol UG
There were etreaks of grey in the halr, but'tﬁese oniy enhanced\hls

high-caste Hindu good look, The doctor looked what he wag: & handsome
wealthy

- upper class Hindu of gmaf family who had had the bcat education

.. Europe could offer and money could hat

In contrast, black Sammy ﬂaidoo. big, burly,cluméy-lookinéiwae

obviously a descendent of those podr low=class Indian pessants who

&ere‘brought-to the country as indeqtured coolie labour about the '\‘
middle of the 19th century. : v.

"You're wrong, Sammy. Little Nkosi'e probably stronger than
the pair of ua_pnt‘together." '

"You're uoking, doe.”

"I'm.not talking about physicals stren zth, Semmy."

"What's the difference: strength 1s strength,‘;sn't ite"

"No, it ien't, '‘Sammy," Thé;dactdr,pauseds_star@d into space,_
then shook his head elightly. "We'll have to leave this for another
time, There's work to, be déne. He'll sleep the cloek round and in ary
case Dee will be here to tak§§g§ him, 1I'1l see that the money gets
up to Fakkurx. Jb'burg. Iou arrange about ?eatﬂuiaeﬂ." : e

"Looks lihé we'll have to get rid of him," uémmy eaid quietly.,

Hunkhoo 8¥ghed and nodde‘:«Then.'ﬁuddenly. his face becane a

a& "Aﬁother necessaf& gettivg pifl of,
heh, Semmy. That podF bloody brute has been messed up by them and
meeéed.up by us ané now he's to,be got rid of." _

| ;ammy bf.camc all stolid and heavy., | ’

"He knowe me; he knowe Nkosi; he knows sbout the money; and I
told you that he's suepicious of you. 4And you heard what Nkosi sald.
For all we know they might be at'him now." . 1

"All right! All right!"

"You know there's no other way," Sammy sald insistently,

AR - & ) - :
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‘"I gald all right, didn't I2" | -
: "1 don't 11ke to see you meseing yaurself up, doc. You kno'
as well &s I do what thesefd people think of us and what they will
g do\to us.' Have you forg&it@n what happened when they Pncouraged
\t‘e Zulus to slaughtar our U&Oul@. d'you remémber how tley stood
by while lt happ*nwd” Remember? Remember, doc?" ey \,
"Stop it, Juidoo. In any case thle man is no longer one of them
. they've cast him out." \ |
( - "But he'; not on our szlde, doec. ﬂm wil& sall ua; you heard
Nkoel say that. We must establish conf;demql bttvmen ourselves and
the Africana. Doesn 't matter wlether ;ts au? fault or not, 1f this
: thing brvqks dovn here 1t will play tnt&»thc handé of the Africanists.
They will gay thies 1e what pappgﬁgLWHen you co=operate with the -
eoolice, And whet will ha??éﬁ*to our people then, and who;will
protect them: We nmust get the monevito Lz Jo'burg anﬁ there must 1
be no trail leading e the undergrounl through usl" .
'Kunkhoo . eubmittid, ae he had done so often in the paat resignely
in tne face of tﬁo hard logical of what 1 = 1d00 cﬁlled 'tho gituation’',
el trydto make 1t look 1tke P Pogo," Nalddo Lgid . R
THunkhoo snook of hie dépnesaion, looked ouce more at Nkosoi who
had now,elipped'intonf deep drugged eleeg and put hle hand to the
1ight-awitch.. ‘ ' |

oy
"Gome on, Sammy, wa've work‘to do,"

-

"That ‘e m}}\doc," ¥oiddo murmired.
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‘Richsrd Nkosi woke auddéhly, startlinglv awake and alert. keyed-
up and tenge, Then h@ remembered that the doctor had put him to bed
He’ relaxed and the tension left his body. The doctor whose ‘name 18’
Nnnkhoo, and Kaldoo the trade unionist: he hqd gseen their fages -

o Just befprL the drug had taken effect, And it was Naldoo's that
came béck to nim most vividly: a big fece, wtterly exér@saidnlqsa,_
almost but not quite round, and black, really bl&ok 2:.sort of matt
blaok such a8 you do not find among the &opcalled blacks themselves.
And the eyes, sma&l aharp,darting,mxnn and.with the dicnaﬂsionate

caloulation he had once &een in the eyae of an addor and whieh he
o G i .

had never forgatten.

Then Nkosi rbalised that ha was in darknees, Davn wae ‘breaking

when they put him to ileng. pow it wae dark, He felt lost end trapped.

He must hﬁv:: glept rlg;m throngh . the day thot woe breaking when they
brought nim hcre. ‘But whsr@ wae the door? He' ren his hands along
the bed and dLﬂcovored that it was/eingle bed, The sheets were of
softeat linonlﬁgd the extra cover over him ﬂas a reather-;ight
bignhtt; caressingly soft to the toueh, . '

He lay st1ll, @ll his eenses alert, until he had the direction

from which,ikE almost imperﬂepgibly,'thé gentlest current of ecoolish

eir flowed into the room., He how knew where the window was, But whét

about the doorg ile put out his haend to the left d? the bed dbut
small .
touchod nothing; to the rigat he felt the bape surface of a/bednide

teble, but with nethlng on 1t, not even the expected table lamp,

Perhape 1t wasn't safe, ' x ’ ki

He reised himself, threw‘bagk fhe.bedelotheé,‘andAawung his

! K - - Rl .‘ ' R .
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brushed lightly against ahd&ﬁhupe.waéuﬁ light-bug ﬁﬁrpriaingiy loud
cfaah.fﬁkéhi fumbled degperately at his~féet fonJgféw ﬁécoﬁds} then
he‘straiglheﬁed up and amiled/ in the dark. Sdmeone had set a hooby
trap for him, now they would know tmit he sou awak@. He thought of
T ! . Naldoo'e eslculating little ayes &nd sat on the @dge of the bed,
' ’waiting,,liatenlng. I A s iy

uddenly, éut qf ‘the ailonca; h felt raﬁ%éfvthan h?ard the

‘door open, And now h&reould glaa@ 1t: gtralght ahoad and to the risﬂ;“
|
"Sorry ir the aciee startlmd feu. It cen b svful waking up 1n a'

strange place, especlally when hwerO'ﬁ no }.dﬁgg I wented to ﬁear '
when you did," th voina had X som$t?£ué gr‘the gane careasine

softness that ﬂun&ﬂbﬁ e hmd’ but 1 Lh ong was e WOMnm'“ voiaﬂ. i - 4 ;
‘ ‘a; " ‘ H '

B you'll walt & 1Jtt1e I'll shut, th! w&aﬂcw'*%ﬁn yon gan nave light.

e don't drat attemion to. rtM exﬁrtn noe of this room." e
A ; ¥ £ ’ i
i . ' ,Again hf_fvlt ratqu th&ﬂmrcard nove: eﬁt aﬂ the unsa@n wcman

\h

sklrteo the bed und w@ht aigr\or;a'! ly acroess twe roon to '-!hut and snl

»
) \

-off the wlndow. gh@§§

Nay

|

A
wtg soanu and movement as. glhe did thlﬂ. then |

: ’ A there was. 314.&51’8, tilf he gpoks from the door, 2 ; 'f

“I'm qo¢nb:&o tumm on the light nowz I'13 be outnide whien you

X

are rﬁaay. : f&én the- room was. floodud with light, Ther: was quick
ey i Foveﬂcnt. the doar 1in th@ gcorner pulled snut and Nkoq* was, alone
in the snall, low=gellinged attia room- with tha bare ceilinG bgans

BEOAOTT aid raftera. there was the bed, the 1ittle. tablc by ite alde rnd a
irmuaers Hie ghoee vere on the flor,

5 woodpn c\alr on whieh Wkoal's BROZREY were,/They hod stripoed hin

AR 6 There'vas no sign of his vest and ohirt, - }

: down to hig unierpunte.i@:cﬂe was no pirror, no washbaain.‘&nd on the

|

3 rloor of thia bure and pourly rurnlshed 1ittls room wae 2 luxurinue
. 3 A Angdow
carpet, thiok pilad, of 11ght *ast«l blue. Thc now ﬁoalad/was part

of | the 1ow. aloping eeiling. ; 5, T i e g
‘,w Y ‘. { )y [) ) ) - ‘. !
e ‘“!‘ "-mﬁ'!ﬂt’ W’ v 5» +mnamna -«v\ﬂ amsqnsr" ﬁ‘n .-"*»hr Rnnﬂ g s
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"I'm peady.” = - ot s R

: The door 6pened eilently and the- woman gtood 1n front ef'him,
\
and the light from the room behind him ehone fully on her. She was

RJ

a 1ittle taller than he wasj more robust=looking then moyt Indien

women nhe had seen, A little derker than ;ne dqctor, but still very

pale, Her hair, o dark brown, was pulled back ceverly and tied in

2 bun at tﬁe nepe of her neeck, Two deep rrooves ruhning'from‘auat

| below ﬁhe bridge of the nbse to the sidee'of he mbuth.cancelled‘
he atiractivenegs of the regalarity of fsa%uroﬁ and th@ etriking

directneas! of the grey-brovn eyes. oh@*WBPQ slacks and & loose,

aacklik& bloyse, BShe offered him hﬁr hand
Come, By the time vou've bathed food will be
"1'm Dse Nnnknoo. mxxar&nxsxnxuxtnxkxksxxxx:xuxxxnn

. P@ady i / £ \ , .\ 3 ,
‘ N \ e

ghe turned‘frﬁm hin, ahd as ghe did so Nkosl realiced that
‘ihe woman wae o cr*vgle. Har 1eft shoulder and left hip dipped down ‘
low ae she went ﬂown on her left fuot, then sh@ roge up high on to
~the right foag. Her 1eft leg was several inches shorter_than her
-right and'tha faot itsélf was‘ahcased in a blocklike leather creation,
Nkosl felt. @mus"r\anb“, gﬁil;y, confused at the fact of the woman's
einkfantugarss bolag crippled, He fol;oum& 1er down the narrow flight
of gtalre, @igturbcu, in epite of himeelf, every tlme.she dlpped doun,
low to put. déwn the elubbed foot, : a

R | A o ;n&% SRR hallway of the
A gmell door led out of the attic ond Xmx% \into the/upstairs
proper of the honﬂﬂ .Th“ woman swung a'pi»e@ of panelliing into
: pldeﬂ and the ﬁxxxxnnn vta;ra were hidden and the entranoe was
trwﬂﬁfOrMUJ into capboarﬁ Qﬁm@&. :
Bhe sniled a2t ﬁkosi. ¥ ! : et ' kal
{‘ “Juat/igpboarﬁ. Fx&ctly th@ aam@ as the twa on the midg of 1&.

v PRI --7/. e



.‘The tninﬂ to remember 10 that 1t 15 tka izst cf the three, Ir yeu .

| _ Y % 35 (o v £ t
i ! o y b i » \ J aonk 7 & it v}
i R R G ! f ! i | T f 1
y 12 ks <ETAM AR TR ¢ el R N b g Sl ; . Ll ey
At ey I H - ) it 4 g {

,com* down the stuirs,

}1n deptu. Wetre almo&t 1ike ﬂx%ﬁl ante no },¢¥J

" I Y

¥ 'L { o= a Y ¥ A i syl
- 3 N ' i g A 0 I

ush}into aay of th@ oth@rs 1n an em&vganay...,..‘~"

A

"I'll rewembor. dkosi noaded,¢

"You'll finﬂ &verything~1n thﬂ b&thpoom.’fhep you're reody
u ’ Ny ‘ o K
Openly 2" ; s B e g i
A;!ms. . she smi%gd an odd, tw¢st@d, 911@ttly d@rinivmly emil@‘
"Iou r{ 9afe hero. Ve eooliee haV@ been foroﬁgato bulild our dafencea
- G f

7 nIQ‘a sorry, " Nkosl A s ,.;%wg !

Bhe ra;prd hev head high, ahe . aigd dﬁeply. %he @tared ut him
] | /

and her face wos h&rd ad bittev '_%mc (7 ) | : -(_

(] Wr 37 { ; L i oA
) & waen't fiﬁnin@ for«p % o I SR
~% M i b \ '
A fqpn't 0ff$rinw@ aas born mx this Dart of th¢ country
g%b 11 have  what you deseribe wg
are in cr@atina/your snﬁlikm @xiatencm.

nd I knqw iy 9@0“1«\ ad/
I'm gorpy that Lﬂ@@‘ ﬁ%hand in it, That's 211/" i

Wy
He turna@”awmm om the woman &nd'stalkmaitqwarﬁs the door

\ ‘.)‘Un >

i ; § l",, S )
from whi*n%gf“ he sounsl o? & bath filling, He felt bo*h anm?y and

deprisged at”ﬁﬂ%e. aﬁ;rv at himualﬁ and bis people ane the woman amd

jher p&Oplm and thae twrr1b1f~nntion ot antl&ka neoule' and his 4

"suddaplv auar@ tuht hﬂ maa very. hunyry.- r@rUSﬁs he would aee the

depre%aion WES slckeningly boundl*as. He bunﬂed the door ﬁhut,

‘Tjshripp&d and zo% into ﬁh@ warm bathe ﬁlouly hm rﬂ;axrd. The anger

‘lurt hlm and only th@ depression remainad. He wash@d quiukly,
/

710c@0r now ﬁﬂd thnv\eeulb arrangc for him to gct out of thia plec@

.»&nd aut of this blooéy depreaainr country.v h" socnar tham\cuuld

§ e ¥ i

” be arr&nﬁad th@ oﬂtt¢r. Ha re&ah@d for th tawal on the ehair and -~ 3aw,

p.

£

fVVundqr 1t. hie veﬁt and ahivt frashly launﬂlﬂld ﬁ uailwntly eomplimutﬁ
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(L hrEat i Feohi

;?{\éf}; | *th@ won&n. In spite of har valy disposition a%a wa s thouvhtful and
?f ;;7.A“ oompatent. i::hnht;xrt;x!unkiunxulxxxnixknx He ahavcd then dressed
B ' quickly, leaned tha bekh after him and went out and ddwn the atairs.
Thie purt of tho houem was thet of th« guccosaful doctor in any .
jfgfj  "p@rt:oé the world. Before he roached the bottom\of the atairs the
| 'woman &poeared at the firﬁt door to the right of the atairs. 
‘ "Thlg,way. . Ghe waited for ‘hin at the 6oor. The comhinaélon
of foqd‘smeila from the rqpm mad@ his Qouth vater andvhis stoma@h
-,fumble; Some of the depression 1ifted‘from g}ﬁaT The woman'e eyea

: ﬁj were friendly now, And when she smiled, at*ﬁiﬁw%ﬁé two uely ﬂrooves

NS

" at the sides of her fuca were mawicallx bkniahmd, aaking her 109k 
young and attractive, ,“J,Lw: : L g '
"It ie my turn to anolcgiag€“ ghe pald, "y didn't tean to be j
| ;bitcny. But we do 1live likm nnts,fyou know A1) the warning wvst@gs
of the ants too, e woulé khow an hour before any hoet}lﬁ force ‘MJJ
*Li-' reaches hore, And, lakavin tﬁf ant world there mill always be Qhaa@
| wno are ready to h* S&crffacod for the pood of the mass,"
by | mkowi sd&ﬁanly felt relaxed and at ease wiéh thie woman,
.”Thunk yOJ for the vest and ah;rt.~vicn To-feel frmshquainfé
| Thcy went into the room and = weveﬁ of dlappointment svept ovar
him.\Tbcrﬂ Ve g no one else, and the tablf wag l(,i'q for/two.
"The doctor?" h@ T N S R : Al ,‘@w
akae ‘ : Tifies) ‘ " ‘
"a$41l 1n ﬁouunnﬁsbﬁrg,"/sa*d . "He wag eupposed: to b@ bock by o
now but ne phoned esrlier to say hn vas d layed and ho ney not be. .
baNk untfl zometine tomoprow. Verything ie 211’ right though. Your
packagod has b@en dhl verad safely." ‘ |
i ; & "1hen everythinq g8 fine and I ean get out ngain.-'
| “Tney want you to wolt iill my brnthor oomea‘ 7

i : e
nvwev. who's %% "thev'®® ~
y ! bk it s

g “The job's done so whv waii 3
' bt ) ‘
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ﬁeak thraa dtpuium vtrides ta ths £abla and sat dnwn.
/’!.
”Let us oam, he eaid. ”V»;doo will te hers 1mter en

mxple‘.r.h ﬁvmt‘vtuimg. "‘cm@. Bit domx. g A ; o )

n

. lk09ﬂfnat gown to the kin& of lndian nesl he hed ﬁbt7«‘

¥

st \
w~11 OVﬂv ﬁbv Yﬂn”ﬂ! a f aet of del&oat@ly balaneed m«ntm en

b

vawgtbblﬂz ea erbly flavourﬁh with 9pinra of which curry pa""
is only ones "nﬂ the roti wae @irliyht hith & flakov buttnr

L

thet wwumm the voof of the movthy | Ly Al
A D (ﬁ \ i
3 . » L
y heﬁ @yrv and f&"{ eoﬁt\ wd to d1¢¢0b€£6\. auprcc¢ﬁtion
! : V‘ b * ;
| \ : & % o o ;
focd, ‘ . . e, er i)
{ e "g b
"I% “L only hunser or éo ;o:@ﬂw Dy 1ike t 19?"
/, ﬁl ‘Jufﬁ i ol =2
B "Both EN L n”vrr 4@;&g§maurrv CE, ot t i-. liot
o ) Q 5

“in Durban “e o ey ypung uﬁg%ﬂqﬂ b tnx haa A lot of 1%."

_QA Anq40¢ noure«; of «f§b“ﬁ ys ultﬁout anyt.ing would ts
* ; j“ J s -

‘_’"Sincfz YOu nus & Wl Joungel f" gliopd = yeg,  Huve T pesl

\ e ™ 3 {}Zy, A % & y : 4 5 v '
‘ ey ] ; h
out for wye 6@%* \ Qﬁ _ -
b : { 2 L »« : : 3 H ol
e ey nﬁgh bt qnﬂ g day." ' b il
' / T, iR 3 - S , e
An e r&nhqg%ﬂ%u u.ﬁ nl Atmarﬂ Jozrnfv with the w“its‘m&n wh

|
~heen made eoloursd Ly dmarce ond who eould ﬂot hﬂln fonlina wh
in apite of everyihlom,

"How xueh do you unoW =bout Hhis bus inesa?"

A "
"dhi nh"" Thf 1§ tnea weat out bf nePr and sue uﬁc

A

| 4
"By COmiuf g J e t}‘u“ 1t Shﬂ ﬁnowr ave rvtning about

A "Only thet vou brrueht won*v fov thh unﬂxrgrOuad. i

i sy : . i _
"&Qt"ﬂL el&ﬁi” I AT SRR P e
"Aotn;np alﬂ@* et T R

‘”Rot rvan about ny Journey or where I, earin rrom? , '; ;_5,ﬂ

)= jt v "?6’." ' ) q ‘\‘ ‘L...’
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3 _
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i kllewj-ns ® ‘ { \ : | !

':Shw*piok@d up his tkought sa tkough bn Led expressed 1t mloud. The

~hnnlxhznkxtnyxu left your gdgly# ;wng. An T righs, 0 s

‘of the sociriy in wnich one finds onsself,” .

!

He wondered why she found 1t necessary to lie o Xxm obviounly,

bitt@r;‘a r*sivc smlla pleyed on her 11p&.
. "Youlve been axay ¢ 18z time, haven't you, Jir Nkosi?"
He 1gnor*d the c~1bu1atcd offnmtivmrwms'of her tone, ‘”x@s." e
' $he lifteﬂ hfr heed and :nhaled aecol; 8¢ ‘gl had done o%taido 5
hiid@n ; :
tne/attio door, Her lung& filled oat, ralsing her breasts, ‘er nenkv
* i
geemed long é mdenlw She cgrcud her right Lend in encouragsment

for hiam to take more food. But diﬁd&infulzy ﬂéJf’Wlt“ a hint of

‘contempt for both bim and ths food he enJan& 6o wmeh, . He helped | |
A a e, . 8T 4 : 4 by

hinself, ) : .1*4 N

.,', ;

1 understand it 1< so;wthing }ihﬂ tmn years or more since youﬁnl

i, g !

"That about Lt h

¢ = ? § A . ‘

/"The trouble wi@h bnﬂg@ﬁaway from @ place or & %1tuation or a
, J

|

problem for =o lgn ;s Lact ons loses touch,"” J ' %. '
"I thinx yan’r’ "Pight " : 3 : .,_‘f

ditaout b@inb avars of 1t one adophs the values and attitudQI

o : . x g A
, Yeﬁ‘ovig'ﬁ » i ‘ { U A \"\".',

"well, don't you nln& that you, Wr,: Nkosi. are out cf toueh. g
own ;

:with your/country. that you are judging it by the flabby moraliutle

3tendards of the miﬁdle-clasn Juromeans anong whom you' va anent 80,,

B St e

much of Jour li.e. ; v

BE i

"You may Be right," he gald ﬁasily. "Wut what's thm point? As “ﬂ

far ad I know I haven't pageed Jud"c ent, unlesg I did/ﬁithbut ) *;




i

\ b
" felt rﬂsentment could net be Bametuinﬁ &uataimed over the yeara‘A‘ oy

yvstandarda of the middlpwclnss Europenns among whon' you'vs apont m”f

"mueh of your lifo.

29 . o ) b \ ‘l' ..‘I'r'v,.-v' %

He wonderedg WhJ she fmund it nocessery to lie, ‘end so abviou“ﬂ

and way there wgse this strone undercurrent of rcsentaant flowing £vqm

0

fthe waman. Perhapb 1t wes the frct of being- cr¢ppla, but nenene ceuld

L

sustain resentment that longes It would be liAe hald%np yeur breath

i1l you ui@d, @xcent thet the body weuld not vermit 4t. At a eertaiw

0
peint will ceases to funetion 2nd the instinct1Vﬂ impuls@ 0 survivaLQ

to brﬂﬁtbing in nnd breathing out, tekes over, So this consciouaiy ‘ﬁ

because she was a cripple.‘ , o _ .‘ o Akl

i

}

The wéman eem@d to pick up } is linefof thouvnt; o bitter,

dériéive, slightly centenphuous smile flitteu across her face .
o ?Yeu've‘been'avay a long tima?"“ghé asked, ””
"Yea,"\he»spid, on gurﬁd; bracids himself. "A long time." i
'“Snm@thing like ten yearsk I'unhérétnnd°"

*That s ﬂbout i1%," he snid end h@ﬂdblﬂdﬁx> Whaﬂ how,
*  "One lases touehy! ﬂhn oﬁlé, g hint of yudenass about it, "bei
'awa:{ 30 long, " e ' ‘ ¥
You're ppobably right,” he s-id curieously. "Why?"
"I think voud've lost touch," she said. -

Oh derr, he fh@ught, she's going to make = scenes: but why?
"Ag yéu shy," he seid, "Then years is & leng time;"
_She-seid: "And withouﬁ beinz eware of i% one adopts the vai‘
attitndes, thonght=patterns of the society in which one finds oﬁ;wi

' Allright, he thoughts I'11 meet ';,rou halfway. , A

”What ere au trVing to aay?" ‘ 1
"Thmt its rrenature. for you tc judge us becauae you e aut,o‘

touch with your own eountry end might judge 1t by the flebby. moriﬁ



™

o
' ;

2o<a

He felt angnr~euddenly, the anger of & man being txzaaxlnuit:
for
proveked/%& ne reraonaole Lquse, tc no cemprehensible peint. And he

pentained his snger becauae he was &t this wonen's table, cating {

her foed, znd therefore in » Telse pesitien of ebli&étion to her, b

The teecde went from the delightful food. We pushed the plate away
and leened bseck, a faint bul depressing sickness in the pitief his

—_

stemech, ' ! L
| .cnl the first time, immediately, stertlingly, the woman saw " ‘ "
him a8 an indlviduai persen, @ men, Up tild~this point he had been, - 
like 2ll other Africans - like sll mxhmet whz.’ﬁe *mople, like al.'g.

csleu;eds - a8 representatives: a perg@n re prew nting and symbolising

<

this or thet or the other recisl groups

/

It is beceuse I hurt him,; sher tbought. because I could see tha
_pein in his eyes and slmest feel him feel it. Would I heve behavodlk
like this 4if hef were‘whitg, or evgn‘e@loured? Ia'it the rece end
colour thing agaiq?' But, the whites end coloureds heven't done to.
us wh&t they heve dgne tb us, not directly gt leest, How pesﬁiﬁsibln.‘
nust he be for hia people? How respensible am I for what my pebplo:ﬂ§?{

/

She leeked st him with cleer, seeing eyes. A bresd f@rehaaq;“ﬂifj

-lgrge eyes, highish cheekbones end & face tepering sharply fg‘a;¢~‘ .
péinted chine,s.But oh, the controlled hurt in these eyes and th@luiu
soft mouth now set in stern lines,....I hope he still underetands
she thought, without telliag herself, or quite knowing, what 1t wam;,

"
4

ghe hoped he undertseod., So much had gone bad snd wreng and sick
between her people =nd his people. i | L0

- 'She lewered her heed end said: "I'm S0rYY, Mr. Xkosi, I had;f‘
choice in your: being here; no bu&iness.....“ _ f 'fuﬁ

"Nor I," he said. "And the sooner I cen leave the better



' JAfter a long while of silence, /“'i in her norasl volced

"You do sound like the Euroﬁnn1s, you know,"
|
\ !
He thought: Perhaps we'll cet on botte ﬁou.
: & ! ;

"Sound or beshave?"
"But then I wae a blt like thet tqd when I some from Eunepe,”
. @ i %) £
ghe sald, 1énnrina his cveation, " /%" Ly 4 :

. "Like whaty"

ﬁLike'you are, Uncommit&&d. ﬂc sched, objecotive = any of thoge
e . |

words wouldf vou knov whel I mc i |

: : v v ‘

"SO’ being "i‘”‘C‘Pq:fm 1¢ b(‘xnn ~twnorr,M1ff,~'~ ds detached, -r}b“:@’ctin}?"

"You 9rv‘ﬁcliﬁﬁmﬂ&tcly distorting ny meening now, Vh't I rnalw

rlf=aseuragoe

f”a
; f‘:

mean ie thnt vau,fsagt end respond with the kiand of

that 1e not QQTEOﬂ to us = 8ll of usl= who nre non=Tarcpeans in tihie,
i : :

eountry,” s, ‘ e Ak

|
"When dk?yq; leave fnron@?" He agked,
"In the late fifties," shé satd thougrtfully. "I went to India, |
1¢oking for a home, but 1t wag even more fd%%{fh than Burops. "
"and so you ¢~ ae home," he °“id.
"1 8. Exceot t?“t thrv 81l said - the Africans =8 well :

\

whitea - tlut thls 3? not myvhomed':%w twrnﬁd “*r Page "”3'wnﬂ

ehe turn&d 1t back ta him he eaw s blesk “wwntmﬂ lock in hmr ey&ﬁ,




”f@;ﬁ whil» accr@a of my peﬁpl& ware algughtnrsd.~.; !« |
’ .ifj[i : “Pleaa@,“ ukasi said. ,'1 f‘v vf -'“kJ “;X‘VY:I oy R
”Please 1@t ne finiam. 1 saw soma of iﬁ. ‘ waz in a taxl on.

nuﬁbsn B Esp;a4aﬁ@, aominﬂ fram the sh&p. And ; ﬂmw *mn stra@ping

"ii; yoang Zulu f®l¢0W1 claainw g akinny lﬁttl@ Inﬁlan, Tho Indian taxi @ng
7 driverﬁ woulun b stope hm‘ﬁ@id tn&y woalﬂ kill uﬂ as mmll. Anyway, flﬂ
i _)lon% of the two caught up,wiih the little Irdiﬁn &nd hit him with ‘ :Q
u";' Vf’,  nis big knnbrarrxe. I uas gﬁ@hing outy, of fhc bma% of th@ tari and

I aaw the littze Lnam d*%; lx:  gwear knaw‘tne mcnent %e a4 ed. ;:

felt 4% @ cpllt sccond after t,z,e buge stier Sed™p 11t the bmk of hu

Ll o Il
{7 head. His monentum currb@d him on’ 6 f@ﬂ’ifwﬂﬁ;ﬂrn th@n he rolded up

Bl

:u‘JyA » like a 1imp wack, his banwe tnrned ?gf%ﬁllf...-I ﬂa“ ﬁwo oth@qa...;}n ;

_ft | 'Am@ when ‘; Lot R ncurﬂ ulag ’Qyﬁ%jnnbcr brothow aﬁd be@n killeé

j ' i ‘ trm night bvfom. rmc: X m@_ : ...f,g'ﬁ“&'ﬂumw after finamg bpth- furope :
t  ond Ind;s alien placna xn@?@<§ k6“1ﬂ nev@r fesl at Khpiey This w "uiA 

|
ham& Lut wny day 'ary ni@ﬁgi *aur nwonlm, G@Feﬁ on bv tha whitea, s

dan eeme aveepin%£u3Mn g@ ue, alaugnt@ring sﬁd burning* D’yoh

o e o

under&tand? wﬂ

: "ﬂ‘yuq uné%qtuand whot ii magnt to kmow th&ﬂ you wﬂr@ coming

i e N sheltered
Lo B 1ntn thia ho&uﬁﬂto bea mh&ﬁ%@nrd and hidden, Fr Gf103¢1y @very Indima
* 1n the iﬂtrict knuwn gbab you arw ‘here. Thvt is pﬂrth0¢ our ant

they 811 hove

axisb@ne&g hhﬁ\mﬁﬂxxxXi&mttti resscen o rﬁmﬂmbwr tha riots. This
ﬂietrict wag nvvrly hurned dowﬁ' nd the e&su&lty r“t@ L high S
f "I'va hs.d you slone pher@ in this hauwej at mg marey, fav‘:“”

A aaya ond a mi&ht," Bre o gllpped her hﬂnd ihto hmr hlou@a &nd | bra

bl ; nut a littlw istol. "You hed done FQMP o0 and th@re were éampv
S w‘meh eoum best m ummd wm.n 11' *0“ mm Gyrittas diw?pmf*" '

‘;“mh@ tampi%htiaﬂ munt hava haen sreat, pe e&id.\

"“!f-n-pﬂ- i otk o * l m-ﬂnn‘ " n"ln,
') . ~:‘; H
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' atuosphere was gmons, Put Dee goamedlis 1ittle on edre, like = person

ééugb& out‘at goms forbidden setivity,
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|
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Dee led the way up the stairs,mmi turned right,mkxkkmximp away
from the bedrooms and the hidden attic room to the left,and entered
the atudy. She;flicked on the lights and the men followed her into
a large room, Except for the space of one window, the walls were
i;:::li with books from‘floor to ceiling, Some were 1n‘glanl-covered
cases but most were on simple wooden shelvea.r A huge mehogany
desk near the window dominated the room which was a study in brown,
There was & huge settee and three heavy armchairs, all upholstered
and covered in brown leather, It was a warm, friendly room with
}h:lishtly dusty smell that books give off in hot countries, The
pipo-rack with f¢s large number of pipou,?@hm faint smell of pipo
tobaceo, so markedly different from the smell of cigarette '
tobacco, all thesef gave the reom a pronouneadly mascullne feel,

Naidoo ghut and locked the door behind,him.

"fhis is the doe's favourite room," he said., "Soundproof, you
know; g0 a man can read and thinf in peace,"

."Away from iomnn,"’Deo said drily.

Nkosi caugﬁi the momentary twinkle in Naidoo's éyon. He felt
impatient, though, anxioue to hear what Naidoo had to tell, Naidoo
move’ round the desk and sat in the doctor's place., Dee Nunké?o
made hirsolf comfortable on the sotteo and Nkoel noticed thai'ahe
&utomatically so adjusted herself as to obscure sight of her
erippled leg. He settled in the chair nearest the desk and waited,

Naldoo spread his big hands on the desk top and stared at them,

"I'm sorry but your end qf\tho arrngement has broken down,"

"Westhulzen?" Nkosl asked. ‘ ,wi '

Naidoo nodded,

"How? D14 he talk?"
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"No. He didn't talk but they found the passbook he should have
given to you., They also foungjgretty quickly who ha waa.

"The patrol people knew him as Coetzee,"

"They = and the whole country - now know that cogézee is
Westhuizen, It's on the radio and all tha;aporn have 1t; and the
story of how he was declared doloured ayeér ago,"

"Poor brut;," Nkosi said., "But he'll talk, you khéw."

Naldoo raised his head and.looked directly at Nkosl,

"He won't, He's dead."

Nkoai looked at Dee and knew that she had known all alons. She
stared bask at him, stony eyed, and it R A though he heard her /
voice say: I told you out there is evil,

"Who did 1t? The police Oesscs"

You're quick, Naidoo thought, too damn quick,

"He could lead them to Sammy end gou," Dee esaid, thafah flatnes
/to her volce, ‘ | ‘

'5And 80 he had 10 £0eees" i

"What elsé?" she asked,:

Dicky Naicker's rﬁnny jazz, Naidoo told himself,

"What right have we...."

"The right of necessity, of history, of survivai," Naidoo cut
'én.quictly. "It is either that or we all submit all the way.,"

Nkosl shook his head violently but epoke equally quiletly.
"I'm not talking about an uprising or sabotage or a revolution,
This $& the straightforward and simple murdering of one men, & poor
hilitx brute who helped ue too." i
"Approve or disapprove, we did what hed to be done." Naidoo

closed his eyes and pursed his lips. He fought down the amgry words



that choked him, He could not quite hide the bitterness he felt,rand
@Nkosiirelt it all the more forcefully for being controlled, "I am
respongible for what waes done, I assume th@lrepponsibility."
A wave df anger-auré@d up inside Nkoei.
| - mana that, I suppoq;, is that."

"\ "What else could be dons?" Des repeated urgently, anxiously,
What he thinks is 1mpo£-mnt to her, Naldoo thought, and the
thought startled him. He looked from Nkosi to Dee, then back to Nkeel.

"You wiil forgive me but I'm not prepared to debate'thé”mcrélrw
or the ethics of this matter nowQ Perhaps in another place and under
different circumstances, but not here snd now, So you think what you
like; for us, at preéent, it does not matter, We can't allow it to
matter." . 4 ’ |
’ To herself, 1r;ationa11y, Dee cried: No, no; without knowing Wiy,

"What does affect jou,“'ﬂaidco went on, "ie¢ the fact that the .
passbook intended for you was found, For ressons of their own they
have not made this public, All they've let out iz that Westhulzen
was murdered'byyggg_. But they've made hundreds of prints of the
picture on the passbqok and theee have gone to police all over the
country." :

"They think\I-murde§ed BiRiesas”

"The internal police report is that he was last seen in the

with 'a Native' and
very early hours of yesterday morning/hhlu he told the police patrol
; tpnt he had picked up 'the Native' on the Protectorate Border. And
the order is to get this'Native' at all coets and to get him alive,
But the published fiports of the death of Westhuizen has none of
thifecaseees” ‘

Naidoo pauaod 1n case Nkosl waﬂhtod to speak;he had allowed

gome of his wgarinw:l and hunger to take hold and show,
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4Ehet S ikide Naldoo went ont "They're not reslly interested in

who killed Westhulzen, They're interested in what he was doins and
. in the hours of
they think the 'ﬂative' who was with him/oarly/yastordty nornins

can help them find out."
"How do you know all this?" d
To Naidnc he sounfded remarkably calm, Doo felt the knottod tencgbn
in him, An odd flicker of feeling passed over Naldoo'sr face,
"My brother, my old;r,brother. is a Detective Sergeant in the
Political dévision.....He doesn't know of my.actiyitiol.Q..."
"I seef" Nkosl said.
Naldoo's conﬁrol suddenly went, : :
"You do, ymm do you! What the hell do you aa&, nistery"
"Sammy, please," Dee sald, :
"It's allright,” ikosl said to Dee, R
"I4's allright," Naldoo miu;ekod with rising snger. "The man
says it's allrigh%, so 1t$‘a11r15ht; the man says he sees g0 he
sees, He's wize,hhe's civilised, he doesn't like murder and he sees,
Well, lot me teil you sonmebthing, aister. You may be black and yon
may be born here but you don't see a daman! In fact, I'm siek of your
little=Llord=Jdesue abttitudceseee
"Sammyi" This time Dee was angry. "Hr, Nkos 'a our guestl"
ﬁxgggg, nod mina or ocurs,” Sanay snapged Then ha~pu11ed hingelf
together and shook hin hesad, "I'm sorry, Dee,'I dl n't mean‘that. Its
. Just that he seens t@ refuse to,understand,...”
"And you are tired and hungry. e can talk aft@rwardl."
: "Clssie'é warming something for me....1'm sorry,” he turned to
Hkosi, "I've been under pressure, Arranging to x1ll sambhddy isn't
~ and coldblooded
a8 easy/ns you seem to think, Please donlt saylng snything yet, There'

: no gence in getbing into another areum@nt. Just lieten for minute,
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we.xndians have & ﬂb!rtioulnr problom,“ He turned to Doa; "pid you
tell him about the uhfafgraund; the detaile of our position?"

"No." | o

'Naidao loworid hisvhéad and\cloaed his‘eyaa for a few seconds,
dceg in thoﬁght. Then he snapped upright aﬁd looked at Nkosi.

"I think you know that the foundation of the underground
movenent is African. For sometime the Congress lesders were in.
complets control, I'm of course talking sbout the people who led
congfels pefore 1t was bennsd. You will remember they were the
modﬁratenz pebple who eaw things as you 4o, in termes of values,
people who urged restraint and who deplored the matching of a white
- pracialisz with & black racialisnm, Luthnli wee snd etill i1s the
great spokesrman for this view though he 1s net comneet with tho

leadership

underground, But this moderate/inevitably suffered reverses Vhen
the enemy became more brutal, Resilistance wa.e driven deeper undergrouid,
Pogo challenged the old Congrecs leadership end asserted the methods

: And, inevitably,
of the eountor-torrer./ﬁlxl;xltxlllxll; differences began to appear,
. The Liberals and the other whites who had made common cause fought
against the methods of the countar=terror, FPoge and the Africanists
reacted by rapudiaiins and denouncing'ull.eefoperation between black
~ @nd white. They went further, They insisted that nobody could help
them Win thoir salvation and they therefore did not need anybody's
nslp. TIhis shacked sverybody, the African moderates ineluded, The
liberal and progresaive types in txn{all/zggority groups - the
Colourede, tiie wnitaa, the Indisng = hud‘asaumed that all they had
to do was declape themselves on the side of the Africens and they
would be walcomed with‘open arms and invited to lead the poor blacks,

B0, whah the blacks sald we don't need you andpr don't want you, 1t
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was & nut.y diaturbing -hook. But even nore shocking was the apparert

-warm&h with whieh the Arrican nagses wclcomed the stand or the new

leadership,

"Well novw, charscteristically, the communistn.'of ell colours,
were the firet to adjust to‘the new sltuatlon, The only whites, colared
and Indians who accepted 1t were the communista, The next group to
do %0 were the Indians: we. deslared our unequivocal acceptanse of
ma jority leadsrship anﬁ majority rule, But in apite of this there
were and are opeople inslde the underground who &till wani to have
nothing to dq‘with ths Indlans and tle communista, The undgrground
leadership is deedly split on this lesue, 4And so people like the
doctor and I have to beg for .an oprortunity to prove the commitment
of thé Indians; wo have to beg for a chance to make our contribution.-
Because? the secretary of the Central Council supborta us we ar- allowed
to make whatever contribution we csn, Hut our enemies ineide the
Gouﬁpil are vaiting for us to make one miztake, Jugt one, And~then

thoy'il furn on us." Naldoe roused and too a deep breath, "Whether

.

we like 1t or not, we muet work our passege into the moverent snd |

into the future, If ve failnwa’ll heve no future here, This, whatevar
we feel or think of 1, ls the hard reality of the Indlan situation.
I believe Bee iold‘you how the enemy exploite thie letent anti-Indim
feeling among the Africans. You know about the riote and wmurders, If

the underground turns sgalnst us it'll be worse, And ®0 we come to

; you, The money is safle now but you are stili in our g¢are, We cannot

afford for you to get caught or for anything to happen to you while
you're in our\oari.'rha police are lookinsz for you, They are on the
alert overyuhere along‘tho Protectorate horder; and with\tho charge

of murder or suspleion of murder over you the Protectorate suthorities
[ ‘ o ;
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will bm‘bounéitq hend you over, should you slip through thoiy border

guard,® ‘ | |
"So I am wanted for uurder, Nkosi sz2id at lait, looking at Dee,

‘ But Naldoe answered hinm,

b "lot for murder. For questioning, But ir they think the only wgy

they can get hold of you is by saying uurder then they will,"

"And 1 they do get hold'of met" :
in the undﬁrground

"Then twe things happen: firgt, our nn@mies,denounce us; and we
must then declde who snd how many of us, 1f any, must ster forwerd

to at least save your neek and dslvage whatever 1ittle African goodwill.

we think we have left, Either wey we suffer, o you see how 1mportﬁnt

you are %o ouﬁ shoer survival, lr, Rkn&i.-zf we have to, the doctor

and I and, if needs msk, Dee Boo, W 0'11 all lzy dovm our lives 3o

save you, noi because we love or yvon care very much sbout you and

your opinioNesess” ' : |
"That much I know," Kkosd amid.~”%h@ point is well taken,"
"Sumuy doesn't mean that,” Dee cut in.

L B TUR R ikosi and T knov thet I do, my dear,"
"He ha@ & #ght %o be bitter,” Nkosi sald, .
"You're wpong sgaln, We cun't afford thailluzury."

"You'd better mo nnd,oat,”'voo said,

vamny stood ﬁp, swaylﬁg slightly, his weariness now apparent to
both of theam, ‘ ,

"Y@a....,l'é sorry I've upset yéu, Dee,"

“Ynu haven't; at least,it lsn't you,"” Wil ‘ (

'“whcn it's worse then I fedreﬁ." He walked round the big desk
and rested his big hand briefly on ikosi's hky ehqgldor 29 he went

sk to the deor, rie oponed tho dooﬂ ‘bhem 1oekod béﬁ: at mtonl. '
{ “I'a sovry about this but you pee that we mdﬁﬁ sive up our

R ‘; % H
w YD PO g .~-~'...u.xL.‘ﬂh“; Rlmisl ARt e gt S il -.';luawmx;.ﬂ« bttt
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original plan for your dcpar@uro.
"Yes, I see," A ! 4
| Naildoo looked at Dee, "You'll have to stay here at least until
the doe¢ shows up., That shouldn't be too much of a*hardeship; then
we'll know bhe next move, Don't worry if 1 don't see you ‘for sonme
time} D@m'wlll teke care of_xou.é..‘BYe Dee," Defore Dee ecould respad
Naldoo pulled the door siut behind him.
Nkosi lead his head back sgeinst the brown leather, lle closed

hls eyes and tried to think out the implications of his poeition.

. When they had approached him to undertake this mirasion he, end they,

nad thought and talked of all corts of possibilities, They had even

thought of the possibility of his having, to break looss from the

support and proteation of the undargrauﬁd and going it alone, The

one thing they had not thought about was this poseibility. The powerful
and wealthy libsral forees that would have helped in any emergency will,
he knew, shy awvay at any hint of murder, And then +har97;:: the Indlens
In a ramota gort wf way be had Imown about shis alvaye. But not with
%nie norrible sdarkness that made hia foel.guilty and weighed down

with depresgion.ssessAnd how was Re to got out of this aamned place

~and opt 6F thls dasmed aurder trap, Why the devil 4id they allow 1hc

_yasabook to fall 1nto police hands. And Westhulzan.iees

The wonan'a hand on his shoulder interrupled hjm jum led thoughts,
Put he kept his 'eyes closed, Ehe knmw about it all the timo. Then

he felt her hend 1n his owa and ovened hiaz eyes,

"I'm sprry," she sald, fﬁ )
And he knewf suddenly, that she was oftwﬂng ,erself ae oonfo!t
And she whe ﬁnnxcd to 1% or eloe to being ﬂﬁ“ﬁﬁaﬁﬁ 16 a black man .,

She leaned towarﬁn him but he 5a%§ﬁp and punbsd H@b avay, gcntly.

the lnwered_hmr head,

b ,’ 4‘ sifld , - w2 i l:‘ “,J, o ,,;,‘;‘. SASHE LR b '."’( g ‘\M&L‘_;. ’, : k 15 ,‘ ;..‘J
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stared at esch other for while, then he ehrugged elightly and welked
towards her. She waited t1ll he went past her then turned out the ‘
study lights end walked with him down the passage.,

"No need for you to go up to the gttla," ihe sald, "wg'ie
prepsred the spare bedrrom directly opposite the attic, If anything
happens you ecan quickly e£lip up. You céuldn't do that while you were
drugged and out....I think you'll find everything there, Naidoo took -
your maaéuremantb*whilé.you were out and there's a suit. Remember to
teke thet if anything happens, But jou‘ll bervarn&d in good timé.
EveA If I say so myself, we ooolia- are quite efficient...."

"Yos Nkosi sald, "11ke the ants."

"As you say, like the antu," she sald, She ntoppod.”rhiﬂ iz my
bedroom, And this is no invitation."

“I'm aware of that."

"Qoodnighi‘thon. Be assured we'll do our best to get you away
as quiekly as possible," v
. " Dee," ‘ *

"Yes?" - '

He 1ocksd into hard eyes and ehangod hiﬁgmind. \

"Never mind, I'nm sorry. Goodnight.

Downsteirs Jick* Neicker snd the two women wsiched in silenca

t1ll Eaidoo tiﬂi%hnﬂ @“%1nb.'ln& yaun%?r ol the women nodded svery

Hap
now and then, bhut seemed determined mot %o mxgh agy Jing.
7
/a0 T'O !
"Hme for ,AE little one to aléb@,“ na&ﬂa”?bwlu.
CGisele took the hint ond hustled ﬁua@yaggg:: wemen cut of the

g L -
Uadlngn C}u e ag el L..Ly".
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ik!x:There was a' brief, subdued, atertled squeal from outside
the kitchen door, It made Dicky Naicker chuckle,

"That Cissie reglly rough on the child you see, Sammy."

"How," Naiddo msked. iy ’

""Nuttin' serious,” Dicky said hurriedly es he saw the concern
on Sammy's face, ”qust a .lick on the arse and o roughing with her
tongue. Nuttin' serious, Nuttin' to worry over, Ciséie not eruel,”

Cissie came back, ~ : |

"How she doing?" Naidoo asked, 2

"All right, Mr, Naidoo, But these young ones soff you see.
Always combing their hair'and painting their faces, When I weas
her age I had two children and I was working in the fields from
before sun-up to after sundawn; and no nonsense about painting
face and being tired. Different world today'

“If she lazy," Naidoo said, "then we'd better send her back,
We cen always find someone else To help you,"

‘ th no, Mr, Naidoo, no¥" Cissie protested. "I don't say she
lazy, I like her. She's a good girl, good worker!" y

"But I thought you said-—=="

"No. I only sey the world different for girls todayt softer,
That's gall, True's God, Mr.:Naidoo, the girl is good." '

*Then there's no problem,"Naidoo seid.

"She's 2 good girl," Cissie repeated,

Naicker began to chuckle and Cissie suddenly realised that
she had been teased 1nﬁo preising her essistant, Briefly, she
vgfeilated between-faee-saving anger»and amusemoni. She saw the
twinkle in Neidoo's eyes, Laughter bubbled up inside her and ®howed
on her face, And then, éuddeniy, Naidoo wes serious,

"We don't want to %er life as hard for the young ones as it

s
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wes for us, Cissie, We‘want to make'it easier, That is why we are
all part of the Movement, The doctor amd Miss Dee epd I end all
_ the other leaders, we all agree on this, But think of it yourself,
When you were young as thet girl wouldn't it have been fﬁn to brush |
your heir and put oil on-it and puf and flower in it and put on
a pretty seri and ha#e e boyfriénd end welk with him by the river?
Just think of 1%, Wouldn't it have been fun for you, Cissie?
;natead you had to breed children while you were still = child
‘&6urself, and you hed to work from sun-up to sindown, It was a
hard‘lifc. You don't went the seme life fo your éhild or even
for this c¢hild who helps you, do you?" : ‘

"No, Mr, Naidoo.," :
2 "Fine! When she little bit élow; fomember‘she's youﬁg. And
give her time to make friends and to dreem and to make hérself
pretty for boys, heh, Life going td be harq enonéh later: we know it."

"Yes," Cissie seid thoughfully, A it,” :

"Allright theny Now for the serious business, 'You Cissie must
tell the child never %o telk @bout the men upsteirs, She must not
mention 1t to anybody, not evem to you., And you must not mention it
to anybody,.not even to me, You must all forget that this men is
here., Kobody ﬁuét talk sbout it. Un&efatgnd?"

"But the peopié in the street.... Only today....."

 "The word will go to th;ﬁ too., From now on no-one must talk
or think about this ma.n. The Movement wants everybody to forget
,‘this men is alive, Ihero was no man, so he never came here and 80
nobody ever saw him, You pass the word along the street, Dicky.
Tell them the leaders of the Movement say it ia a matter of life
end death, Warn them the pplice nay come among us., All right?"
' "Yes, Semmy," Dicky Naicker said gravely, o e Vg
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Cissie
“Yes, Mr, Neidoo,"/amisd said,

i

CwA1l right then Cisgie, it's been a long day. You.go end rest."

"You stey here tonight, Hr. Naidod?" ) ‘
He thought: Even she's worried about the men effect on Dee,
"No, Cissie, I can't stay tonight. There's too muech to do,"
Cissie raised her eyes as though she would look through the

barrier of walls and ceiling to see what went on upetairs,'then

ghe turned to the door,

' "Goodnight, Mr, Naidoo,"

"Goodnight, Cissie."

“Night Mr, Dicky." |

A*fNight Cissie, Don't worry. I'm_sleeping hepe."

'Dicky waited %11l Cissie hed shut the door then he seid:

"I can teke & blanket and stretch out at the top of the steirs,"

Neidoo smiled wenly end shook his head.

"You can but you won't., You will see me out, then you will
check that 211 doors snd windows are properly shut end locked, then
you will take the backdoor key and go out and lock 'the baek door
behind you, You will let the man on watgh know in which of the
* outsidé rooks you are sleeping, and }hen you will go to sleep.”

"Butesosses" :

"But what? You'ire seen and heard the man, Do you think he'll
try snd murder Miss Dee in the middle of the night?"

"No, Seammy.ssesButesss"”

“You thinkeed he'll rape her?"

L

Dicky Naicker looked appeelingly at Semmy Naidoo. He knew that ,

Sammy Enew what w;% in his mind; but it was'not the kind of thing
you said out aloud, He though: Plesse, Sammy, you know what 1 mean,

He's black end she's one of ours; she's the doe's kid sister and

&;&; (e A_;, v



we must take care of her, } )

Neidoo thought: At lcast we have reached s point where we are
too shemefsced to talk openlJ about our thoughts, He said:

"Only thing that c=n hepzen is what Miss Dee wants,"

Dicky Naicker turned his head away, afraid suddenly, Semmy
Naidoo knew, to persue this line of thought any further, FNaidoo
was eﬁrprised thet Dicky Naickerhad not jumped at the epparently
reassuring fect thet Miss Dee had the initiative: a year ago he '
would have, Now, & yeer later, Miss Dee was less infallibde; the
fact that the power of chcice was hers did not mean that what
Dicky feared could not happen. ;

Dicky Neicker tried to mustera smile but his lower lip
trembled uncertainly,. y

An enormous feeligg of warmth for Dicky Naicker welled up
in Sammy Naidoo., Young people like Dicky, growing up in this
lend in these days, had ‘to mature much too quickly nnd therefore
much too artificialiy. They had to skip so much of youthlénd
become adult before their time; none of the laéy easy maturing
for them; evirything was foreced sd hard as to destroy vest areas
of their humenity. Soon, Neidoo thought bitterly, soon this lsnd
end all its people, black,brown,white and what will you, soon
they will oll be strangers tq the meening of compession: the trsﬁd
is there. sharp end clear, unmistekeable, Unless.ssse

He seid: "ell me, Dicky. You ever have » bleck girl?"

A shy, self-conscious smile lit up Dicky's face.
"One time."
"ind it different?"
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: "gow you meen?" :

" From othéné girls; from our -girls, Black girl any different?"

o dunno," Kaicker said doubtfully.

“8f course, every girl ia different from every other~\I don't
mean thet., I mean did you find the black girl different from every
other girl?" 38 . / )

“1 don't remember so clear now; you knqw how it is; but I
don't think she different,” , |

"And you feel any differenf after you have her?"

“No....:Why you ask these things, Sammy?"

"No specis]l reason, Just that for me all women sre the seme.,
Each one is different becouse evcry person is different, but not
because of colour or race: certainly not with those I knew,"

It wasRBkigjky Dicky's turn to esk questions now, By ssking him,
Sammy hed given him the right to ask in return.He was self-conaciousl'
bold avout it,

: "You ever had a black girl, Semmy?"

"More than one," Semmy smiled sleepily. "And white ones too,
end Coloured ones. Those days were not like it is todeay, In those
days people like us could go to the universities of Johannesbufg
end Cape Town and even fo thé pniversi&y college at Durben, PeOdde
mixed more snd you could be friends, - 3

"Friends with whites?" Dicky was incredulous, y

"Yes, Dicky, friends with whites,"

"Here! In this country?" Dicky thought ebout it for while .,
“You mean there was no colour bas?f atell?"

“"There always wes, but in those days the whites were ashemed
and felt guilty about it; and so they hed to explsin it and excuse
'.1t.ntthxllxi: And because the government itaeir felt guilty it _
ﬁré%ehded not to see those whites who broke the rules and fraternign?

¥
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with noﬁ-whitea. ¥hy, in those days e man like JrnxNsfmgge Hofmeyr
could denounce the colbur’bar'apg s%ill win 2 seet and remain 2
minister of government, The trouble, Dicky, is that we allowed
the cblour bar to trke root and become & habit, And once people
alip into habits the questions of right and wrong become blurred{'
snd the herdest thing to bresk 1s = well esteblished hobit,"

Neicker
"You tirad Sammy," Dicky Emiims nurmured, sensitive suddenly

" %0 the strong wave of depression that had assailed Neidoo as he

spoke,

*Yes," Neidoo seid. "Come, see mé ou%..ind remember what I

told you," | ‘ .J |

~ He heaved himsklf out of the chair, wnxlnis' body into en
elmost milditaristic erectness and moved decisively to the fromt
of the house, Before opening the front door he looked briefly wup
ob e Edr i wnd i upper part of the house, It was in derkness
and it was sileng; Dicky Naicker supréssed’the impnlsé to appeal
once.mere for permiélion to sleep inside the house, preferably
near Dee's room. Naidbo opened the door, stepped but end shut 1%
behind him,ell in one smooth quieck flowing movement tnﬁt gave Nacker
no chnace to say goodnight.

Outwide, Neidoo waited until fhe heard Neick er turn the key
and shdot the two bol® home, Then he hurried down the déserted
straet of the Indian ares that wes on $hs fringe of the white town,
He willed himself not %o think of Dee aﬂd the black men celled Nkosi,
Instead, he thought about the neture of prejudice and the terrible
problem of trying to stay free of it oneself, Once, at a2 corner,
the Meartrending howl of ddg brought him to & stop., Then he lowered
nis head and moved off sgain, too tired %o think but on the slert

for pretroling police,

|
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Dr, Winkhoo arrived beck rrox Johannesburg in thu<Ver$ eerly

houré of the morming, et that tiue of day,,that hour before: dawn,‘
when fhere is effmmlex fresh chilliness to the air even 2% seé=lavel
on uhe equetor, He had driven hard all nig ght end now only tle steady
stresm of eold eir kepy him awake;. thet and bhe ﬁill to be awake,

+

He slowed down to regulation speed on the outskirts of the white

towm, . There was no cther traffic -on the eleen, wide, well-lit streets,

But Tunkhoo drove with the cere =nd atiention of someone trovelling
through dense and tricky traffio until the broed clean stredts and

the speeious houaes in their lorse end well~kept gérdens were bekind

him, Then, in that no-man's-land ho twesn the legelly defined 'Buropcau

resid ntlsl avea' and his own 'Indisn residentisl sves', which in
this cese wae the squaiid strip of 1snd where the smsll hendful of
coloureds of thé esrea liveyhe pic‘ed up gpeed sgein, Cnee, most of

this lend, incluéing parte of the town, had been owned by Indiens,

BF & series of legeld ueverm =t central government leavael, ot Brovincial
? 9

i

gqvernment leved end af locel government level tue Indisns had been

deprived or their dand, His 0N femily hnod los%v élese on.n thousend

seres of lend, pors of it here®but the bulk of it nesr %he const 4

a spct that had been turhed intc s popular rosort, Nunkhoo smiled

bitterly ;t tae thoughb of his lost lsnd end nt the fmct that “his

Wa nhobablé the first legeliy consiituted governrent in history thAt
some four-fiftue

had deprivcaxnzxxxtxxn&ﬁtsn of 1ts citizeury of the so-cslled sacrod

right to freehold title to propertg purely nqu s;mply on the basis

of eoldour, - it

}

4 3 L ;‘
"But that is the Jleast of our worries,"” he murmured to the wind,

.On'the outskirts of the Indian quarter tﬂe world turned drad and

A
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ugly. Only the mein street was surfaced; the others wefa dustbowls |

in the dry season and huddy pools inctha wett-rhe houses were equally

drab and ugly and unpaintéd. This wae true of the homes 227%hose

who were relatively prosp;fbus. But this wes of course only true of

the outside, It was wise, in these days, to show & poor end drab

end misersble front lest the lords of $he lend envied what they szaw,
envied

1% they dmaxgmmiws, the aree could essily te declered ‘Europesn',

end hen there would be enother exodus of Indisne, IkXnXmERXEEEY

BRX KRR B XHT AL APDELREER X E XN E N RXER .!md 80 %the whites were only

ollowed to see the ugly false froul that wede thenm feel good and

mesters of ihe situstion, And those .who did know thatl behind the

folse front were tue' refinenents of/a euliured people - those whites

concained with_aedurity and with polit;c&l intelligencé ~izapt the

disvurbing seere% from the res% of their people, This wes bart’of the

eleborete pavtern of deception, the compdex petlern of the deceiving

house uf'mirrors, on whicﬁ ﬁhe entire scocietly had increasingly come

to be besed, Teoplé . were no longer just people; where the wind ceme £

from ]

/

and on whom it blew first, defermimed whetier it was a good or bad
wind; water wes elesn or dirty, not because of filtration or the

lack of 1%, but because kaffirs or coolies hed either used it five

_or ten wiles further up or motv: il it had}gone undergroﬁnd immedintely

.

after use by the keffirs or coolies snd emergsed soft and pufifiéd it
wquld still be dirty, if it were known that 1% hed been used by kaffir
or coolies, So here too, in order to enjoy #he gifts of nature,:xhe
deceplion was necessary. - \ : ‘
And beceuse, this liwe of tainking slways took him, step by step,

$3:850040 boe e ER "0 B Da By RS T B et B B A0V 18%, R BTREYs
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he‘a;ways’atopped this line of thinking abruptly; but he knew thet’
one day, in e moment of weskness, he would follow it through., And
that; ke knew, woﬁld ﬁe his undoing, The moment you begin to under=
'stend thet, given the smme circumstences, tha}lnd;gps or the dlecks
woﬁid hove béheved exectly as the white minority does.;a';..-.

" But of couvrse the Merxisp proposftion ié that if you chenge
the cirecunstences yeu chsugé,ths behaviour patbtern of people, And
in aﬁy events the cimgunstences are not end cennot be the seme: the
blacks sre the majoridy snd the blﬁckfmajority will not need to
op?ress 2 waite minority in order t:'sur;ivea "And we coplies have
ceased fo be colonisers meny, mseny, thoudpnds  of years ago,™ Fhe knows,

perhaps the doy will come, = Ghougond years fxmmxm or more from now,,

(

when tae whites w1ll be es psychclegieally incepblle of being gcoloniser

as we now gre, bButl what if,ﬁhe blagks had by %hen baeeme the world'a

new grest ¢0lonisers?.sedesssoWare Dawood. Nunknoo& These dengerous
thoughts could lead %6 impatenc¢© e
He clesred hi@ nrind of =11 thought snd fﬁlt t.e@ cool wind on

his face snd saw she first dawn rmyq clizbing tue gky to the east,

b

And he reslibed suddenly thet naw, et last, he wae driving from one
gide of the nsrrow ro=d %o the other; co~ordination sand gontrol wers
completely gone, snd so was the strein, He was bone end selfe - ass safe

as he could be snywhere in this land,

ﬂlOkJ \"10 zor esnd the watchmag opened the gerage gate =nd it was

all he co‘id ¢o .%o get the car 1n e fely without scraping Dee's,

- She mat him at the %op of the stalrs, sleepy and warm, He Helé her

tight for a noment and t.zoubm of anctnw women , Ghe only other one
he had ever held like thls, but with very different feelings, Becsuse:

of the rocillism of the lend snd because of whet he conceived o3 his
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duty he th not married that woman, Now she was someone else's wife

in faraway Scotland, and in all the ¥Years since he had found 1o other

to take her. plaece in his heert and mind.

"How's our guest?" Then he noticed the puffy redness of her eyes.

"Shoken by whet's hoppened,” she said, "But all right, Keepﬁ his
heod," | ‘

"Anﬁ you?" He tiied not to show thg tenderress he felt,

She xaisea her redrirmed eyes to his, : )

"I'm in a2 bit of mess," she swld Lzpersonally,

*Talk about 1%2" ol

"Woseseell's nbout him......Get info bed ﬁhd I'1} bring up a
eup of tea," ', R ) i '

Fe fntohed her £0 bhobhing aomn the a.“lrs~-thcn he went into his
hédroor congoicus,briefly, of *bé unutlly submergei: nse of guilt
becouse she, the wowsn, was tbe cripple, lien suppoxr veh states best

Wnen Dee ‘u*kboo returned o her bro*her'y roon with the tea, he
he 'wes out to the world, She tticked him ;n, drew' the cartaing to keep
the roow in ﬁﬂrkneés, and went out with ﬁae ten tray,. Then she sew
Akeoni ot the doox 5f HiE becroom, ! : \

Amy brothef‘hmé feturned}“ehe sﬁid. :

"Yoss 1 heast,"

"Bat hets awfullj'tircd -~ too BireiAto drin% this tes, ™

"I Wﬂgnﬂtﬁaxpeeting to se@ him NoW..sseley I heve his teal?" !
. She hmsiéét&d, econseious suddenly of the seni- trens sperent flim&iu
neds of her night clothes, pnd, #t tne sﬂm@“time,_ccnfubﬁd‘gnd angered
tust the presenee of this men should heve this effect on her,

*¥het 1s 4t you went?" She almost felt his aensa'of abock'at the

hershness of her voice, She falt hin withdraw, become rercte end

invperscnel, . ;
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Ay s ¢ 1 ¥ of ne mement,” he ssid, with the a#ift formality she .

hed noticuc 8o often tefore with ffricana who ﬁnre being coldly pelite

She thought: if we den't mrke centmct now,ns we did out in the

(garden esrlier, we will never sgein make contect; something will sy |

end before it hed exkamms chence 1o begin,

She etoed still, wrtching and feeling his celd withdrewn bleck
presence, kncwing that whet she felt wes cryctallising itself in

her mind by being dressed in language, welting fer it, knowing whai‘f" #

4t would be, end thersfore being afemid. At,19$f4the knowledge wes

8 clesy bhﬁﬁ@ht, whele, c@mpl#te, invsding all her eonscieuanesa;
She, thought: God h@lp me, I went this man - en& ne is blgeik,
ther thoughts were there, tae;,tugging her this way and that,

A‘But this one demineded &ll *he'o%bers. She told herself that,shé

did not went it to be se, th % you couldn'® 3u3+ zay‘tc yomrsélf,

¢ er think to yaurselfs 1 wehl/this man, or, I want this weman, But

5t111 the %hought,snd the reslity were there, irrational, inexpliceble
terrif{yingly real, exéept thet it did net terrify, seemed the most
nermel end thevmesf netural thing in the world te went this men now
turning away'frwm her, _

5 | . : " 5 =~ (3 ™ 1 '
Just before he shut the (door, she gpids "We can't nave tee herej
l : ‘

come .Iinte iy roem, " \

Seomy. knew I wanted him before I did, she th eugpt, and maryvelled
at the'gercaptivenass of “**m; fr 1&00.
o

J \
Rkesi hasitated at the deor ef his bedroem,

She told herself to remember that he was frightsnsd end worrhed

and upset by what Semmy Naidee had told him, Kemember his need right

now is f%r gomfort end cempsnionship, Remember he dousn't went you.

Anybedy would do, so don't\meke & mess of‘itvbecgdse yeu want him,

N



R

' Gy ‘ 63-2 SRR O A R 4

Nkesl turn@d %o har, se shie weni into, h&r hedr@mm, l@aving the
Y put dewn the tray end
doer op@n L@f'himv wha/hurriad to hmﬁ dressing tnule snd debbed
“qﬁickly at her face, She bobbed gilently to *n& open window end
}, leoked ocut to the east where the dnwnraya were now Lighting up- thq
'éky in-a vlow of c®¢aur Se uoen, in an heur perieps, the lightrays
‘wﬁﬁld Srow s;ronger, t@ucn nll,t@e'earﬁh,'g:d-plﬁj nereld te the

’

| ‘ :
sun iteslf, = VRS L Sl

- I
i She thoughts I Wiuh I wers whole end clean and net brutalised,

'f‘li'e hiing Then she thaurnt‘ ?ow do you know %hat” Wihat da you knew

N

‘f“ao@ut him, And tnen, b0 ﬂeraeif, juat'ﬂuﬁibly, “ha‘murmurmdz I Imow,’

She auew when he came in, tuaugh he Meved with catlike s;lnhco.
xlease suuts the deer," she soid, ek @ é%
P
"Il texe my tea inta uJ “Q@m," he, qald, a»lll stiffly formel.
Remeuber he's hurt aad uyae and proud,

"IL yeu wiah, Bua I‘d7likﬂ you té-atay.“ ; i

S“m’s *rJ¢ug ?& anke amenda, h@rtrought, +h@5= o, she's tryin
‘to cenlort me. But she did li& uo'ua, did witheld the xnswiedge of

| what Naideo t0ld me dedery . ‘ :

| . She seidg M was not free %o tell yéﬁ anyﬁhing.‘Diaciplina_in‘

our movement is very strict about thet sort of thing. Besides," Ged

help me, "I didn't lnow it metbered That much to you., I sheuld have,
! /“ A i

after our talkisyes"

Y 54

He toeught: Why are yeu trying so herd, woman? He snidi "Its

sllrights” g e ‘ , \ ﬁfw
‘ P P N e
; 'And‘tpén he felt the stirrings of semething phyalcal between &

: W
himsell snd the weman. lhe impuise to withdraw wes atron . Nothing -

‘gaod could cene ¢ram tnis werﬁ of tning in thlJ piace at thia time,
’~ Blaz.myag, si10 maugh‘t T knows I wan*t him, g
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She indicated, awkwardly, the easy cheir by the window,

"Please be aeated.;....Fbrgtte the uncertainty....l don't know
how a women's supposed to behave in these circumstences.....lts the
first time I've entertained a men to tea in my bedroom at this hour.
What happens with one's brother seems siﬁéularly unhelpfuleececse”

She thought: this is ridiculous! Me! e pleying jelly-belly at
my agei Trouble is my belly is jelly. Jellybbelly..;....,Ohe of those
expressions that had stuck‘ixln since that long ago day of childhood
when her two brothers, the elder sleeping in the next room, and the

anti-Indian
young clubbed to death by black/race rioters, when those two had
dared her to strip and jump into a dem with them; and becsuse she
wouldn't Dawood had thrown back h}s godlike, chiseled head and roared
'Jelly-Belly!' and then collapsed in helpless laughter, Jelly-belly
had been = part of thgiiygzgrenoy of communication ever since, Jelly-
bellyeoeose

"The snswer is to treat all men as one's brother,"

. He's just as Jellybbélly,she thought and felt comforteq.
Z "Surely that's not possible...."

"As a conscious confidence-giviéng device; certainly."

_ She waited till he went past her and settlei himself at the
window, then, as unoptrusively as possible, she moved to her beddide
$ebkd and busied herself pEmEingxihextes cleening up her face., Then
she poyred the tea and.earried it to the window, He brought the stool

drinking their tea and
from her dressing table, They sat on either side of the window/

the
watching the forming and re-forming of new patterns oﬁ/light of the

/breaking day., She felt herself grow tranquil and warm, as 1n “the

garden lasdt night., This time she surrendered eagerly, but with a hint
of sadness, to the trancelike atmosphere that seemed a part of his

presence.
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ue curned his uead %0 iaek cleuely at ner ;roe. She marned

f

aar fuce #Awey, dnwillinw b0 leak rt h&m 01 to let Liw leck clesely

| ’ A

&t her iac@. APy ¥ ' ‘

Anocher time, he theugut, reweving hiys feol from the blecklike

)
1l /

lnmp of flesh, . e e g R S

/

He put his Lhend en ner breagt snd explored ids vmwsuszl firm

;4r@undedneaw. L% her age women's broasts hed usueily begun to seg,.

-

' AP ! e e Rl !
He caresged her, running his hend up and dowm her spine, nessaging

tae tensa,ncéx auseles ¥ill he Teld her 1@13%, $i11 she ve turned
frem the far and linely regien e WuiCh Bhﬁ heu withdrawn her mind
mad 9e&y. Tasn sne begen to warn g;d\rcagend, T2 prass nafub@dy
against nia and to f&el him with han ufndd.

She u4augﬁt. We've e”esua ﬁue firgt burdl CF next time 1t will
| be s¢1 nnsaien, anq nore tuqﬁ~ ¢i* de wil@’pernaps. tnd ‘then she’
theught: God hew I weuld lnve‘uo heve his'chil&renl Unexpectedly,
inexplicably, nar eyes, fillad Wi Bl aeﬂra; the ' tesre van down her
cieeks, Tound ﬁhei¥ way inte eone ear and wel tng plllew, She tried

to stem thQ ﬁidsjbuﬁ the tears kept flewing, for no veesen at all,

She feit ssusmed, self-conscious, epeolegetic end feerful thet nls -
e \

remenbrence of this night might be ef ¢ tesry snd therefere stupld-

Wolian,

/

1ﬁa geid, very geﬂtly: "hamemaerlng your flrst leve?™
! *
([ ¥Ne,* sbe srid shertly. . g ¢ ity

“Your secend then?"

\ y |

the turned her face fully te hir, There wes Just eneiﬁh light

fmr ‘bl to zee that the tesrs hqd stepped [lowing. "There wes enly

|
d !‘ |

So uﬂ"*t'ﬁ i%, he Ln@u,gnf;. A ‘ ﬁ e

ane,“ due waiu in the femilior herd veice, "It wiggrvtner sardid.
} 4
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3} After a long while he said, as though speaeking to himself only. 7

*I left a woman in Europe.... |

"Europeen and besutiful,¥..." she murmared, | g

"Yes: both," he said.

The ache of her heart was physical,

"And good and intelligent,I'm sure."

‘"No," he said. "Neither good nor intelligent, Meén, selfish,
shallow and utterly without morals....”"

"And‘yet you love her," she seid,

 "She's a shemeless liar and utterly wiﬁhout“scruples. Because
she resented our friendship she seduced my best friend and then came
anﬁ toid me that he had ravished hermby force, It destroyed our
friendship,of oéurse. I knew thet had our roles been reversed I too
would have peen‘seduced by her but I couldn't forgive my friend for
not being stronger fhan I would have been....No. That's!not the reason,

"Nos that isn't the reason," she said.

He turned his head from the changing lighfs of the breaking day
‘and stered curiously snd intently at her,

"But it's not the desire to possess her," he said, "I don't want
her; I've sent her away often enough., She's gone often enough, But
then, after weeks or months she's ceme back hungry and beaten :nd I've
taken her back and fed her and clothed end comforted her.....And
despised her and called her & harlot end o stupid one who doesn't even
take money..e.." ‘ it A

"And loved her," Dee murmured remotely.
{ "Bo. There is no respect, no admiration, no realﬂ§§ig;dship -
-and all these are implicit in love." L -

"Then 1t's pure antmal." ,

"That was atrong in the beginning. But you know - the saying,a;-ut
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how too meny fingers dipping in the seme bowl cen spoil the flavour 9
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-of it. VWhen she discovered thet I was growing cold it became &

challenging pastime for her to use her skills to arouse me: when X% Eﬂ

hexxzkik¥x I finelly became impervious to all her tricks it beceme a
thing of bitter desperstion, If she were capable of love I would say

=S

. 4 kT
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,"

that she grew to love me when she discovered she had destroyed my

capacity to love her in any way., But it is not love, it is posaessiené

. ghe's after." .
“nd the point of telling me 2ll this?" ‘

"Seen from the outside: I've! stuck %o this woman for the best
pert of ten yeers and the only possible reasonm for a man sticking to
T a woman“muét be love. Again, seen from the outside: she's gone awaf :
to'pther men ‘but she 'sdalways come back, And now there is a sort of
desperation with which she tries to meke me lust after her, From the
outside this cen be interpreted as the painful and sformy interplay
of a’great love between two people, That is indeed how outsiders do
.interpnet it: it is part of the whole fintionalised, commercialised
loye ﬁyth...." |

"And yet there‘is this remembrance, this thinking of her, this
‘bresking of a friendship pecauae‘she seduced your friend.,...."

"That was a long time ago." )

"But if it heppened now, today, even though you say you are cold
to her, I think it wxXX would still destroy that friendship.ses.”

i we% = based

"Only because the friendship itself/on certein cardinsl
assumptions which E%G%;iolated."

"I see that,"” Dee sa2id quickly. "But thereiis 8till the fact
of the remembrénce. If it is neither love nor lust, then what is it?
| What is the hold this women has over you: it is patently obvious and

yet;yoﬁ-speak,of her with conteqpt both for yourself and'for her., What

*

o

0

i
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ﬁ'?rlghtening thuugnt struck her suddenliy, He f{al% her withdraw

‘uamenhsri¢y. He put kis hewnd- en the back of her meck end pulled her
4 : 0 -

te hinm,

7/

"Not sgain," he scid,

gy "Havg‘yﬁu_any’chiléren? quhvnd,this pebit of yourst"
e fle seid "Ke" nnd she ralrxad; _ |
"Dossn't she want eny?® L
e "Wo,navgr %ﬁlaed abeut 1t," he said, a
"Or theught ab out, 1»....?'
; "or thoﬁgh% chout it," % ' '\ ¢ A ’

She chought: You'll mever go badk o thet wemen, 1'1l see to it

He moved hisg feot unudi o &ﬁﬁ&'rh331CHg centact with the

lump of fleash cnce nore. /. ug ﬁnuchmd her QJuh&OBu hep newfound

I

confideao@ evaper;te&. Ha P&it Hoe snrin and- dlijVﬁ] UPe.

qu againl!® he snﬁppe§~ "1 think yeu'd better tell ne," He ;ept

on exploting the clwbBectr with his own boes. '
Sl T QNN

of mabt yan tb, he insisted, -
y ni:_;_eaw*.,’“n '
"Yes! Or you'll alwsys run, Don't you isea that?”
"ALlright, " ; s ;
S&é_pulled eway frem him, He allowed her %o withdrsw se that

N R

X ' LA R : . ‘
there was no vdhysical contnct botween them, The sllissfe between them

stretched out snd becsme cherged with uneese, )
"lts sordidi" she protesied.'"Plecse!” - |
7., 'He said meoihing; just ley weiting o
; i |
| | :
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is her hold?"

'"Her weakness."

"Are you saying you're a sucker for loose women?" She felt gay
suddenly. "It would be awful on & woman with any festidiousness,"

"No," he said seriously., He seemed to grope for words, "I think
it is that she+turned to me and offered me the burden of -her weakness.'
And I think my weakness is that I could not refuse the reality of her
weakness, I suppose its my vanity; and é sort of subconsecious desire
to be the big strong man.i.."

"And of course she was & hell of & sexy bit," Dee said coarsely.

"Yes, that too." '

"So you fanted her becsuse she tittivated youj; then you discoveed
thaf she was a‘tart but having leid her ‘you felt reaponsible»for her,
In other words you're all mixed‘up and loaded with & sense of guilt,
of responsibility and evory,other complei under the sun, Really, you
know, that's an awfully highvprioe to‘pay for aXx sle€Pesss™

*Do &oﬁ haye_tolmake it sound so cheaD. euos™

Determinedly, she shut her heart and mind to the gentle, sad
reprosch behind his words, Suddenlyy sharply, in & f{lssh of brilliant
insight she realised that this one's trouhle was that he wanted to
put ali women oﬁ~pedastals land iook up to them,

"But you make prisoners of them, my dear," she ppotested{urgently.

He‘waé completely Qﬁt of touch with her now, y .

"What are you talking about?" He seid, :

Then, her pewfound gift'of seeing still working, she said: J

"I see it now, Ybu‘set\them on pedestals snd loock u§ to them and
God help them if they don't live up %o 1%! That's the trouble with
ybur poor, immorael, silly little sexy bitch., She keépm on falling off
the pedestal, What she doean't}realiée end whet you've hiiden from

wvanraanl? 4a that 4Ff aha Aidntt £all aff voau'd lame all intavraat. a4
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)

in her. She has this ﬁ;ld on you because she’s a no=-good little tart,
Tou are the misaionary wrestling with avil. If she were strong end :
moral and upright jou would have had your slaeb aﬂd passed cn to other
pastures, feeling guilty and conscience slricken as befits & good
missionary type, but free and oddly falfilled bacause she would still
have been up there on her pedestal: you would have climbod’up, had
your bit of fun, climbed down and still been able to look up %o her,
- Instead, this one has come right down #nto ground level with you end
you've spent the last ten years.trying tovput her beck up there‘where’
you think she belongs.......Frankly, mj dear, i'm sorry for the poor
_little biteh. It must hava vsen every kind of hell for her, trying to
hold her own and knowing, probably in the most primitively instinctive
way;y. tnat to hold you she had to be weﬁk......." !
he stopped talking abruptly, aware, suddenly, that she had said
more than she had intended. This was something she would have to watch
with this man, In his preaence'the impulse was to oien up, %o be mentally
and emotionally naked with him: and she knew 1t had dengers. She looked
anxiously a2t him, The dawnligﬁt coming through the window plajed’trichs‘
with his faca, made it look covered in a/zgizziszowder that set the
eyes fer beck in their sockets. She was disturbadrby/ggi sense of
enxiety lest she had offended him. j

"I'm Sorry," she said, "I didn't mean to go 80 far...." then she
mam sensed rather than saw the suiling curﬁs of his lips. She felt
reassured but went on "The trouble is that:you make me say more than

I mean to,"
He seid, lightly: "I'm sorry - 'if that is bad,*”
’ She thought: we've crossed the first bhig hurdle, She gsaid:
"It could be - especially with\yoﬁr‘impulse‘to set all women




‘ i ; o e ¢ {\,
$ onvdastals. | i : |
;%" - W‘Bnt thet won‘t Wom"r you,"” he said wi *h gen‘tla m;;ekary. "‘hen,
as »h ough uncertain of her- redction, he auaeaz "Will 1#?”
e "You sre laughing at mei” she pro uesteq, but uneble Yo quite
i contain the pﬁrring hind of victory in he; volice, ’
. fle haarﬁ it end 1% brought e deep low chueckle %o Lhis Yhroat,
Jhe ;,tmped wp solf«coaacio.usly, but aboforg she eould move sway
he r.}aehsé o\,.f end esught hew laf+ wriet snd pulled her towards
him, She resicted fjox & briaf whilse ..zusn bl"& s&#a in snd went into tho
cirels. o:f his arm, iaanin,, Zorward “*}.ll Ler hmas.-.‘cs I"stﬂd heavily
’ BEUINDT his{chsat. His: arz.‘ /g‘wez&ed za"mﬂ' her ?’ﬁlht es though he
wanted Vo merge ‘t-ha'%'\ “wo bediesy s:xe; d.csed her eyes @md ;ave up all
® - effore at thought; the susar pdyuiual oxcif ement_of the noment sot
| her body iremblingd watu_‘d&blrﬁ tcr whls men, |
Then his erm relsxed,The sence of a merging of bodias} of a
. gsxusl onar.ess,!ad,ed; S‘hwly, reluetantly, she gave in %o the new
e Lood of sheushiohe gﬁmwa‘ced end Qemendad, l |
He said: "You krew Ity going bsck as soon as‘possibla,* :
*Tess X lcq,a-w." | /' '

. ;  "gnd that she's still therej weidting £or Beessess’

"Yes," she repeatsi, "I know," : o il

oF LTS 5. B b RPN

;‘ "Onl; if you want d4%." i

“Bat what .Lr......whm if you get too ettacked %o me?"
"You'rc being the big strong men age.in, By dear. Al right,
- what if do?" lil

L)

‘A"'Yeu’ra not a8 tmagh 23 you oy to sonna,
{ 7 ] iy AR 4
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"I d&n't want to be tough: it is just that know thau you mey; no,
"not mays knowing that you will go awey changes nothing,"

. T went to be sure you kuow whed's in St0rC...."

| She lesned far back, brecing hg; hips pgainst his éndjinter— ;
twining her fingers round the beck of his weist, She ssvolred,
sweetly and snugly, the exciting new secuse of‘ysssesaiva,intimaey
she felt about this man, And now she knew elso that for this manvshe
eoulﬂ meke herself physically exciting. :

: "Be aséured, ny dear, i kunow what's in atbro. I know it is
futile to say 1% but I would like you %o he e&ssured thét when the
moment of partingvccﬁéa I will regret nothing,"” :

"I{ is easily ssid now," ;

. . you '

"I know, If you went me Vo &ssure/thet I will met be hurt, I
cﬁnnot. You’vustn't »reject éhéhting sxpectations, Vhat I can and do
assure is that there will ba ne m@ssin@as a% the end of the line -
whetever 41 ie,"

He kissed them; gently, warmly tsndorly, almost taenifglly, But
then 8he felt 2 ane of desire ahoc% zrauah him, Then, raponding,

a wave of dssirve swept through hers it wes so averpowering that she
¥new, more by‘inatinct then resson, thaty she woulﬁ meko a hash of it
if she gave in now, And the first tim§ hed to ba rig ht. So she fought
down her vising ?asaion: |

"I went you sokdeéperately ¥at I'm so shaken that I'33 make &

7

mess of 1t now," : ‘ () B g
‘pe 1N 7 falbiet
"ALL vight, my desr,"/ murmired,
?hej nedd ‘Qen,pther tight. He carsssed her back, her shoulders
her nsck,vin gentie,eircular movements that relaigd\bar in bédy éndl
wind, Ané siiz closed her eyes and, arifted into a state of trancelike

raesion, Then, suddeﬁly, she Jerked out of it, gheken snd tremblins&

3 4 e I .
a 3 2 { s Y ¥ i ) x i
il A - bl Lt Mihatic ol e 1 S e Nl SRRV 5 S, ..«.....__._L._L.sm#*&‘aw.‘f
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The cureqaing hqxﬁ was axnlaving her left hip, the baginnimg of‘ﬁha

cripplﬂd 133. /

* She 14f%ed her ha'*d and yulled eway from him, He hold on to ner
and kapt on with his axyloration, banding a 1li%tle ac his hand went
down her thigh‘to t“n’boek of her knée, . ‘ ‘

"Yhat are you dcing?” Wi \ ;

“F@e*imw you, ﬁrj*ﬂ” to see an& feel the extent. of ymur criypledw
ness," : ]

Mtyh?'aﬂ ‘

- "You seen to nxnect me %o heve en attituia Yo 1% 20 I'went to
£ind out if I have,* = | |
| "Bverybody has en atti s 5 8 c'"i')pl@. i
'“9 iet go of her and she maveﬂ awgv from him, ‘ i
"I honed Ita’ ‘seen the eryg ef the herd self-pitying aidé‘of you, "
: The harm%na&a behind $he Wcrda atmng uer ¢ven nore then the
words *%amaalvas. Teams wellad~up and evarflowed Ler GVR8, She fﬁught

h,rh‘tn zain chntral of M@L emo%‘@na.

He wal“@d bwiﬁklv %o the dnnr and flinkad on the light. Autamﬁtia-
ally ahe turntd hm* toﬂy B0 thet hs sew 1t 1n profile, the erippled
leé hidden swey from him, Pe sludded h@r\eeldly, deliberatgly. Then
hs said: "Turn, I went %o taks & close lpok at your erippled leg.”

» The aﬁbbing‘shs hnd cantroll@é this far became unesn%rallable.;
‘But shs fturnéd, And a& she 444 so she turned her ejas away from his..

/

fﬁcag ’f

"Gome naar&rr" he c*der@a. Then, as anw ancod no more then &
| yard 'away 'f.rcmz m, fie 88 m: "'l‘um & littla norse a,nd reise your n:ﬁ.@ht-—
ﬁrwao....ﬂig%ar, ywa, up to your waist. Ybur laft hip and thigh scamn

1;& liwlu maller ﬂmu yaur mgh‘b. I wang to gee how munh; sn& X want

i | \
i gt e il e s iR e A 2 bl O Gl < il bkl e bl L0 S e S el & S
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to take a really close look 2t your olubfodf. i've never had e chance
toqaxaan@ one 11l aow, I wonder whe ther yb@y'ra all alike but I |
don't suprose you even bothered to find out, That's tae difference
between artists and non-ortiests, Artists will use even their own
wéakneases end deformities to serve thé creative proceés. What do
you know about clubfcotedneea?"

He went dewn on one knee and felt the mishapen lunp. ‘

"Only tnat it is supposed %o be congenivtal," she said between
peinful scbs{) that hed escaped her contrel} ‘ ‘

i & 4 yéu'l been an ertist instead of a‘weuld-be pcliﬁician you
would have been able to tell p e lo¥more. Anywaa, I sghould say there
is e length differenee of betwaen two %o three inches betwaen left
and right leu....."

"Two and & querter inches," she seid.

indged

"The la2ft thigh and hip,“ndﬂtha whole of the lq;t leg seems to
be perfectly sceled-down for e persen twe and 2 querter inches shortor.
. I'm not sure thet I do not prefer thé amailer hip and thigh, Tﬁe woman
to whom they belong\would te just about the right size for A&ittle
nan 1ike me, Anyway, I'm in a'pesition tc have an atiitude now and
I'1l give it tolyou if rou are interested., Of course wgou mey prefer
%0 repeet your ci@ver claptrap sbout eoverybody heving ihis,thet or
the mthef/f ettitude toward eripples.”

He looked up at the revaged, tearstained face, Then, gently,

,he freed the flimsy cloth from her clenchéd.fisté and allowed 1t %o

slide down bher legs, He got up end stood fecing her, amnd now, £t last,

she sew the gentle, resssuring lovk in his eyes, i
"Interested in my attitude?" |

1
|
RO
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Twice she opsned her mouth and twice she cculé'maxé ne sound
other than the painful gazping sobs., Tasn' shs nodded,

"I thdak 1% is s pity about $his clubfoot. I'm sorry sbout it
and I'a scfry that you're ssddled with it. Zut I do tihink you make
i% much more important then it is, ﬂayba i%s because you're a woman
eand women are vain, I »aﬁnh the resl aamage, the real herm you've
guffersd has been self-inflicted bece u3e of thais feeling that you're
unnetural. 30 youl've tanded rathsr\tq impose your elubfood on me,

I hops gou'll stop doing t#at now,*™ I'n sorry i7fpd Vo bring thi@gs

‘o 2 head ia this way, S»*b ~pi by 18 the ‘wesaést end ugiies’ of humen

cmolions aud nct worthy of you,” Hue swiled @ brisf, dender smile.

"

"It is ecartainly nod worthy of my vwemen,"®
She let out z streangied ory, prEgumi hell-fail Jbrward snd grabbed
! is : ,
himéand thon burded her face Iy sloulder, muiing her gobding by

pressing her open mouth agMna® asgainsd the curve of ais neck,

When her passionalto,siora lad passed, spe ssid:

“Plense, tag Ligld, seveven—a—yery HDoTTILIUL WOMT

)
Y CUETeRAANAR TIZnT, " He uxid. "4 woman nush siweys be e—womem,"
ron
He o5 her and wont and burnaed off the lighs, "aon he turned
A & v At
back Yo Ler she had turned her back on him, Lhe siood Yacing the window

and the lighv of vhe wreaking dny.

—ﬁ"ﬁu&dﬁ_.l..xm:ww. Ge T BOD® mory oLk

¥ N g B —
routitoe mIL Tight now:' :
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ﬂl@906 8it down," she seid without turniné: "Iﬁﬁant to tell

Jou the otnry of my love life," ;
' “You don't have to," he seid,

RS went to,"

"Allrighnt,”

He sat down end wpdted, She ﬁas gilént for sco long he decided
she had chenged her mind, vut he waited,

speaking in a flet dead voice:
h% lonr lest she sidd ™I met him in &y sevond year at

gondon University. He was doing political‘seience and he wes

» g - “ y " ¥ ’
the secretery of the Spsrticus Club.¢He wee a brillisnt spesker,

9 .,",.

he hed published & volume of revoluidenary verse end he parsded

end prdfeaaé.d his Merxiem with g :wr‘t‘sf JOyoWe pride and mogsnce.
T first sew end heerd him wncnithé Spartieus'Club debatéd the
7€c1ﬁiist Club on coloniﬁliam‘ I hed never heerd or seen a
performsnece like thet ana L fell for him on the spot, He wes ttll
and ﬂ@ndsam@ end godl;ke - gnd of course, his side won, thanks td ‘
hin, T was. 210 RO by ks atteprticn after the debste &ud T Seinni
his geng on‘a puh-‘-cmw};. When clo&in»gf time came the others %nt
fneir weyﬁﬁh§ £e casuelly suggested thet I zo to nis,flet wita him,
By the(wny, whenever it hnd come 4o his #mex turn to buy = round
—cf drinks,’l had peid, The first time,he’ had put his hands into \
his pockets and.lookﬁﬁ ét me ﬁnd-sﬂrugge& and I h~"paid. Aftar
that it was taken for granted thet I would pay for his round as
well os my own;‘Anyway, I went tg his flet with him, Ha'@xnectad.
me %o sleep with him, so I did, I beceme-his mistis as; I p=id his

- bills} elnaned his flat; cooked his food; I even stayed out rof

the W&J whan he wanted %o . sleep with another woman for .a chsnge.

You seo, I was so gratsful Ty i&e 5odlike and eloquant and

El i

\

b
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brillisnt revolutionasry should heve time for me; it meent thet
in goite & my defermity I could be stirective to & men like thet;
It wes s source of grest pride to me, Also, a women hes & fixation
on the first msn she sleeps with if that men rouses ner tu%fy,
snd he rnused me fully,.......;-o"

Che wes silent for e long time and Nkosgl s=id:

"You're upsetiing vourself: there's no need %o 2o on,"

After a while ah@ went on ms though he hed not ‘ﬂeken.

"Cne day I returnwd to the flet to find bhim wr:tlng enxiously
with 2 pecked suiteese, FHe told me 2 smell Froup of writers xxz wer
meking o special trip‘aoross Rusaiqkand through Chine, They were
lesving next mprning‘nnd he wnnto@ tc join thﬁ?' He needed two’
hundred @and f;fty pounds. He expected me to give it to him, Dawood |
wes making me e genefous allowsnce but in four months with hin
f.hrd used up the five hunér@d odd pounds of my sevings andI. c.
hzd overdrewn on my'allownhce for the whole of thet yerr, I knew
the Dbenk would met sdvauce me £ penny more without Dewood's =uthorit
end I just 6ouldn’t\03bla my brother and tell him I needed the money
to give toymy lover, For one thing he didn't know I %na living with
e men snd suvporting hims; for snother I 2%ill had sore shfeds of
pride left, Anyway, I told him I couldn't rsise the money, A%
first he thought%. I wes Just being difficult and th=t = little of
his choarm end love-mzking would break me éown; I eould not convince
hin that 1 could not reice the money., He wee sure thet if I wnnted
to I could, He evenfguggested a phone enll %o my brother in South
Afries gxplaining the resson why I needed the money.

"When I(refused thet my cherming godlike hero turnéd on pe

with unbelievable vicicusness =nd %old ne how he hed %o suppress
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¢ sense of physiczl revulsion ezch timerhe tedded me; but'that,)'_

ne sold, wes pert of the syetem snd he had more than paid for
gvery penny 1 hﬁd‘provided. He neﬁar said so0 explidiﬁiy but he
made it pretty c%esr what his sense of paysicel revulsion stemmed
from the facﬁ}ggt only vies I\Ipdién, I wes & crippled Indien to
boot;......ﬁt'the height of his rege he did = sort of eruél‘parody
of the ﬁ?y I welkeeess Then he told me to get out,”
Nkosli sedd guietly: . ‘ )
"And you never %old enypne ebout it?®
"Everycne et the uﬁiversity knewy " (glel seid in shst {lat dead
voice, ol
"I don't mean thet," he saids .
*People I core Tort P@oplﬁ‘liké Dawood snd S:mmy?QEow dould
%f Ouly their love £nd reapec-tnd ay cowardice pfevented me, in
those esrly desys, frox ioingvsomething~d&sperfte.”
"It's still very, rezl?” he seid gently.
"like = reoureent nigatmere,” sie geid flotly.
© "You should“heve telred sbout it."
*To whqm?“ '
"To your brother,” |
"I couldn't before now, I ¢rn now = if,eees”
Ee seid: "I don't think there is sny need to now, 18 there?"”
Ghe thought.sbout it_faf ¢ long whiile th&n‘sneek her hecd %
. elmost impefceptibly.
Tile seidy Xt is all out im. thie open now end you cen look at
it snd exsuine it?"
P é
Zhe turned from the_window #nd looked serrchingly et his fage,~

"weld better get & little more rest,” she s=id,

He left her then mnd she turned back to the window, S

|
7 =
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Ha’ﬁreﬁm%‘thét he wes eelesy and tﬁﬁt Dee was aa;liﬁ%'him,
prgently, in,;s?nw*lJ, 3;mm1n him, He dreont thot he 6penéd his
@jaﬂ‘ﬁﬂd avared up inte ber ?ace and fhat t“@ vrigyu ligut of dey
e s in the room, Anu then it wps not 8 dream bul tuﬁﬁixxg ?@ality.

"Pilcass] You must hurry inte the attic,”

' Fe wes alert suddenrly, He swung ov* of bea “nd g?a“&f.d his
clot¥es in oue quick BWEEﬁiH¢ mnovesient, A tnll *h & indian woman /

entered dxwxzamm sud g@l ebout wmesding %he | Dﬂﬁ, appar@ht*y cblivious
to the door and R

of his presence, ' Des/looited out, f

O,

"Allright," she s8id,

. Ee passed her, crossed ths pésaaéé end entered the falao‘eupé.
boowd, ‘ 'i\J & |
"I'1l come as scon vafl‘@$n,“ she wkigp&red.

hen the nvaOPri doo“ shet and he ‘10@@& b‘w wvey up tae dark

B

'aad narrow at@irs., At the top of the =taivs. he fe ¢t for the door.

{

Ha elosed nia ey 3 A tried o brﬁnt book o m‘n vhe kxksf pleture

he hed of TheWpipic room from his brief view u“fﬁt he nigh% bsforo.f,

ﬂhg light-awltchy, hé knew, siould be on the maﬁ;_tp the lelt, Jjust ‘
inside the door =ud sbout three inches high&réﬁgaﬁ his heed, And the
suall fémligtishou;f,t@ somakﬁhre'over-%here'ﬁﬁ the righte It must
8t1ll bo covered otherwise some dsylight wou¢u entwrﬁd His hand

falt for und.xaund"vn Jdight aﬂitch; then, with hia fingaers on tho

switen,he deciued againsb maxiﬁ% £ lighb. Inmtsaﬁ, usins the angle

of tue well v & ‘guice, end keeping bie eyes elaaed, hig right Nung

euustretehed, ho uoved Zorwerd &slic@tely to wnexe tha bed should be. Q
Yo tuuchaﬁ it, fa“t id, amd ;ut his cloth&a on A%, ﬁhan. f&aling h&s

I ; ’ ’ ‘\— 3 o ] ,
f i § i X QI 3 ! e A
# - " y ; i i :
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way round the beu, he kept up his exploreation until hd 1Qﬁﬁted the

k;ittle window se% in Ghe sloping celling, His fingers es ﬁlared

tha blaekout euraainiug care&ui¢y vefore xinailJ opening its It

wes lmuoﬁsaﬁ% nobh bo impeir ne @LIGOuiVuubss of ¢he curteining,

'At las st he moved the eurtsin aside. A bright st*uam of light filtered
into the room, - ‘ . B .

He examined whe window, 4¢ had Glie aingie aquare pene of glass,‘
one inch thick and wita fine hesh wire exbedded in it Zhis was set
in a giiding steel rramé. A singlie siteal LolWEaps vav window saut,
Vizosi tpied the bolt, IT blid beck noiselessly. iHe gyibd\the window:
it, %00, opened easily, nu*ae¢as%¢y, roliing back bﬁ well-oiled
besrings, In @n emergency ltais was the way out i tais aiding place,
He got the wooden cheir on whieh uis clotiaes had rested the previous
night, By standing‘on itrhe Suld poke lhis head out, Lhe upwar&pslope
of the roof was towards the fromnt of vae .adouss; tac dowaward slopé
towards the rear, %o, the buthouses and, beyond tasm, to the maze of
derk alleys eﬁd»tin Shanties of tais Indisn residenmtizl arca, A% one
point whara'hhe'hack portion of the roof would have veen sxposed o
anyone whd loekaé up from tae street, & zinec fenée nad been put up.

nad been :
Everytning hed bzen tnought of and provided for, not“ing/lezt to

¢

¢hanes, :

fhe thought depressed hiw, Pat in spite of thet te toox ceraful
note of the essiest snd gquickest wey down, Imen he shut gnd bolteﬂ
the window,

#You left the door open, ae told himaelf; Seri of céralessnesa
you shoui&n‘t allcﬁ....ﬁe walked quickly seross the thick carpet
enc shut snd locked i%..;...You wouldn't have'dene tols tut for the.

~




o . k; ; . 5 7 ; . 77 : ?‘ / .’j ;
h, . ; g : / L : | ‘ I
A B teéliab of securi ty she h s gven you: wateh your st@p, mi.ster,g

wqtch JOLT step, 4 : ;i 5
- from '
He «apgeé aiakiy/nxx n? hie ppiemys into the =ult Sommy

i . Beddoco had brought ,gr him « Then hg weited: wle*t,atccntive, yet

oddly relaxed,- supprewuinr alg tho“ght in, ease

% A y
Yims passeds long, unand¢nw soeming, meaniagleaa excent a8

)1t vu e nim off susrd

X

ok

\
for e/saecon

yet enother meens of tarturinmy man, But 2 réf*s@d to 21low even
the reslity of tﬁgt thought: and ¢s there %Ps Iﬁ%Ling axoavt time
passlng, and o wen W94tihu to be velevued fram weliing,

A% ltzt hg heerd the Ieinteat of ownde. Songone was écning
up ths atelirs, Fe woved guierly ngd QHiwtly. First, e unbolted
the wimddw, then he put the cLuix d,raetly waddr vhe open windew,
then he 9lipped on his shoesh H@;wauu to the dcor =ad looked béﬁk{
mezsuring the ﬁiatﬁnca ang, tue ia?g'hg wonid keve o moke to get

ondt in one smc&th nAveRent, Then he wedted, livtenivg Jor the feint

o

A scund beyond tne aoer¢ , ‘
i ' There Wwal_ d& gentie teps snd Dee's volse come sn-'lv to nim,
: / *1t's ?tm rigut,‘x&ey'Ve.gohay"
| @ BILR anlocke the door. She eume ia guiclkly emd he saw that
k. “ she wag angry and fuﬂu she ﬁsd difficulty conuﬁining her @ugéf. She
f & : loqkeﬁ fron hix to the opei vindow énd concera roeplscad her angar.
b " ighy . "VRere wauld you hav& "aﬁa?” she 2aked, :

| "I hadu'% thought thet fex,® We suid, "Whst wes itP"
| She went and set on the bed, £s cloged tna_win&cw'and shot the
}, | '-belﬁalhame_them he wént andg wat begide her, '
, ' ; "&}entlemen frora securi,’x.y. ‘Dhe pald b:ltﬁarl;y; ”"hecking on the

%g } oa%bﬁ,yvu knuw. % ntsﬁ tc anaw whdn ha h&d gaz hmc&,“why he went to




&
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Johannesburg, the names of the people he saw, where he sleptisess

And of course the doctor answered the nice white basies, The law )
says we must always answer all the questions, no matter how ;
personal, asked by iﬁs representatives, If we don't they might think
we are up to miachief,and on thé besis of their thoughts they might
loek us up."

Nkosi saids: "Stop 1itI" ‘

She shoék her head and touched his hend,

"I'm sorry. I suppose this is really the ugliest pért of it;

it turns us ugly too," | '

"Only if we allow it," he ssid, "Ahyway, what happened?"

"On the face of it it was Just one of their routine vieits
to check on Dawood, but we'are not sure, They qegmed almost.anxious .
to be reassuring., They didn't mention Westhuigzen; they didn't |
mention their search for the man 'who was with him; and they didn't
mention the fact that a large army of people, meny of them confined S

to house arrest, who were desperately without two days ago are now

suddenly in poaaenaion of food and a little money.

"Surely‘thay wouldn't discuss all this with your brother, in case

' $hey bvetray something he doesn't know,"

"I'm afraid'that's how they do it., There are‘always two of
them, One asks the questions while the other goes into a eorner end
watches your reactions, It is most effective. The trick is to let
you know how much they knqﬁ in_the hope that your reaction will
betray guilty knowledge., As I say, it's been most efchtive.‘But
this time they did the opposite, and they never do aenything without
very good reasonm." v : ‘ bl W

"Aren't you making them sound just a 1ittle larger than life?"
i \ L ﬁﬁ .m‘,h
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than

"I've had rather more deslings with them/you have had. Anyway,

X

. Dawo8d is as worried.about this visit as I am end he doesn'?® go in
for'pointless'worrying. Come, let's go down, Dawood will soon be
going on his rounds and he wents to see you before hg.goes.ﬁ

She led the way down the hidden stairs end out 2} the false
cupboard., Voices drifted\up to them from the doétor 's surgery on
the ground floor. Dee led the way into her bedroom where a table ﬁad
been laid for three nesar the window,

« Kamosi looked out of the window and remembegai, as part of & jumk
Jumbled pattern of thought and disturbance, what had happened in
this room between him and Dee earlier, As though-awage of this, she
moved %o his side, Théﬁeﬁbraced briefly; a gesture of tenderness \
‘and intimacy, almost b;feft of =ll passion. !

‘ "In these times and in this plaqe there should not be room
for this sorl/of feeling,“ shé'said quietly. ‘ ‘
| He leughed softly and éﬁe liked the sound of it,

"One day," he said, "one day we'll produce a race of men
who will only feel end respond in sccordence with the &1etates
.of time and plaee.....Thenk God I won't be around when that day
comes," He paused then wentxon’with e new undercurrent of seriousness,
b really believe that’if thg'day ever comes when mah is wholly
‘rational in his responses then .we wiil see the day when the,world
becomes a really.ugly and aéientific and brutal thing. Men's saving
grace 1is end has alway? been His impulse, which is utterly irrationsl,
towards phanfasy end fairy-tales, éqd and love and beauty and truth
are not acieﬁtifically provable...a..bc I sound awfully reactionary?"

"Yes, but I like f‘t Trouble is i% mekes things $6 much more

difﬁ@ﬂlt.o ® odAh’ her& 8 D&wood. l‘“é'
: i W

el S e i L
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by: daylight
At first sight/nkosi found Dewwod Nunkhoo smeller and less

stpiking then he had been when they had first met by the canefield
: thet night that no; seemed 2 lifetime =wey, Then the doctor had

seemed a towering, hendsome, slichtly ironicé gdéliké figure

who could never be ruffled. - FTow, by daylight,_t@é t211 man looked

very mortel end very disturbed, And even his vcice;&whan he spoke,

lacked the trenquilising power it had hed that first night,Only

thé handgrip wee still ss Pirm es Exosi remambgred it.

" "It is good to see you," the doctor aaidi‘%ﬁnd looking so
well teo. The people in Johannesburg agked me %o tell you what a
great gob you ve done," ‘

"It seems I've hrought trouble too,"

“Couldn't be helped, Westhuizen wes the one weak linki We

ell knew thet wes the most likely peint ¢f trouble in the chein,"

&

*

"The weak link hos now been eliminated.,..”

Nunkhoo caéght the undercurrent of bitterness, He 1o0ked
cloéqu.at Nkosi's face end thought: Iucky you to be free enough
to exppess your revulsion,
| "Surely they explained....g" |

"Very cleesrly," Nkosi murmured. "And thet, of course, Jjustifies

"You've hed this out with Sammy, heven't you?& |

. "Yes,esesoSorry. I'm being difficult and I don't mean to be.
I'm sure its not emsy for yoﬁ...a" '

"Please doq’t forget Semmy, friend, 1t isn't essy for him
either, In fect its worse, He's the sctivist - snd en activist
with @ conscience walks a herd ro2d.....It hes ceesed to be o
guestion of enything Justifying anythingAelae.* : v

Cissie brought in the tee tray and Dee set about dispensing

\



&
tea, Nunkhoo siocod staring out of the little window,stuffing his
pipe.

Dee Nunkhoo moved scross the room with & cup of tea for her
brother; snd because he was her brother he noticed & subtle
differe#ce in her movenents., She walked ss though with nothing fo
hide, as though being crippled was as normal as not being crippled.
He looked quickly at Nkosi and thought: That one gives nothing
away, |

Dge said:

"Brother, this man believes in phamtasia; énd féiry*tales,
in God and ldve and besuty and truth...;."

Nunkhoo looked down at% hig sister and nodded.,

"I rather suspected @s much fromAthe moment I met him, The
trouble is believing‘in these thihgs rather complicates matters
in our situation,” i '

"Just what I told him," she ssid, turning sweg to pour Nkosi's
tea, j

Nunkhoo thought: And you, little sister, want to believe with
him, Ailoudy-he seid:" ind whet did he say, little sister?"

“"Something ebout the wdrld being e really ugly and brutel and
evil piace the day we stop believing in these things." / '

"And she," Nkosi cut in, "she seid thet it is aireédy all
thet and more right now, here in this place."

And now, suddenly, Dee sensed, betlween hef brother and this
man , that seme undercurrent of underatanding thet hed groﬁn up
between heraelf and this man,

“And what did you tell hor?" Funkhoo ssked aoftly.

Kkosi took the tee from her and en odd smile fliekared 2eross

/



als face. ; s .
"1 didn'% say aajtaing, EﬁOS& said equally aoftly. 'Before

I knew about Westhuizen it might have heen eqsy to answer her.

After 1 aaard muoat Weathuizen I was not 80 sure I knew the

A

answer, " v ;
‘ﬁunxnoo turned frow the winﬂ@w;
"But thaet is where you were wrbﬁg, my f{riend. Bbecause there _
are mo stars in ﬁﬁa 8%y is no reason for onafto/aasume'that derkness
1s sternal.” g ‘
"But whav kind of day will follow #%he darinesa? $ure;y it
is no% simply the faet of d@yiight ﬁhat is importent." |
"ies, But firet there muat ba the clear ﬁnowladge that there

will be dayiight," . |

»

"It dependa on what we mean by daylight in this ca&a. P & o it

means ma;ely %0 ba 3liva,.,.‘ : 4

| 4
"But that is praciaeiy what it does not masn,“'ﬁ%nkhsa cut
in, "If it meant jJus’d ‘hat then there would be no need po ;ignt.

Just
It is nracisely bee&ua@ it means much more than/being allve that

““.
we ar lﬁhtingo cens , ;
) "You would say this in spite of Westhuizen?"

"In spite of a thousend Vesthuizens - provided we hold on

- Fhose bellefs you sxpressed %o pee....“

Stortled, Dee guids “Uhauésiaa and fsirynwalea and God and
all that?" i ‘ :
*All that,t ' | o 4
'”ﬁh' didﬂ' Jou tell me %his before?” she asked.
”B@g%uas 4% doas make thiags %het much 1ore usfficult."f

¥ 0
“then th tell me now?"

. p gl T G |
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real gamble, the real hope is thet our Judgement, heq been

Rasas » $¥
vl &
g " }

" "1 dian'i, You dug it ou+ of him," HNunkhoo turned to Nkosi,
"The theans-nnid~ends 3*34mant iu p:atﬂy @&nderful &5 long as it
r%ains B argunent: it assumes t‘mt m; Issues are either right

r\wWroug, that the ‘shodise is always a stvyigntfofaard'cne b&tw en
good and evil, But the moment you enter the field of ﬁctiqn %ﬁﬂa |
simplification of values falls aweay: an action is ot once both

right and wrong, oth good and evil. The renl o”ablam here, tho

suffieisntlr sound our feith in the uhantassias sufficiently
strong for uar &ctiuns to tip the unalea in fnvaur oé"goné, That

is the limit of our gusrentes: a mere hops thkt out of our a@tion
will come good rntha;-thﬂn fil. Beceuae this has not been !

enough for meany people they h@vw chcsen inaction, One does not
or doing evil

~risk being v«rcng, /3¢ one doag ncthing." ; ﬁ”ﬁ

" 4 quarrql with none of tais," Rkosi. "You know tha% and
% o
you know the nature of my @ azrel = af leag® I think yoa do."

"ot of ten iA the process of fighting evil you ggppt -t i

&

"Cr ere forced to edopt methods that are &s evil as the evil

~ "Or ore foreced to cdopt,”

you ijat. ?y answer is that if th& ultinete object;ve is & good
cne, thet 1s es much 88 we cen ssk of SNy cauges- Sevond thet,
rach nen mnakes his own privgte oho%ce; fmﬁ:heré; in South Africa
todey, th@iehoice hes been mrde peinfully simpie." %
"You've made you choice,” Fiosi said, "And it is beesuse I,%00,
have mede mine tha!’l am he'r%'mt thet dees not- resolv everything,"

| "There is no such resol 1on,” Kunkhoo s2id e little impatientl

¢

ﬁ .
y "Which brings us dback to ' tnaies ~end 8ll tgat, Dee said,
"And the tmhh in hend, " Runkhoa sald, "In the light of what

haa’hsgponod nll aﬁr plana have to be changad. !ﬁu eannot &o
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*FG / ) i i
thé wey we hed originslly plénned."

“Naidoo told me sll thetz" Rkosi seid.

"Thd big question,” Nunkhoo 8wid,"is:vwﬁ%t nLows Bgforé the
visit of the gentlsﬁbn from security I thought we had a little
Yire - perhaps es much &3 & week - in which to ley our pbana;
I'm not so sure now.' I think they are going to seal us off =nd
begin a systematic search, Vom, do you went to be outside or
fnside this sesled-off area? I think there's en even chance of
our keeping you here in ssfety through their scorch, But there

is en equelly even chencé thst some scciaent, some s&im, a%me

1

" verbal nistaske, some error of judgement, somebody bresking down

under pressure, might betray youlssdyyour presence neia.ﬁ.,
"I want to be outeide,".dikegi seld shiérply, ;
. Zoth Dee end her hrofhar‘aeemed startled by the qu%ekness
of Nkosi's response, . / ‘ ‘ b
/20 Bt wh&?" Dee grid with 2 hint of bewilderment. v o

Funkhoo 100n&d speoulqtlvalj ‘rom his sister to k;g

" The cuqnces of your belnﬁ caught or noi being ce ught are

fifty-£ifty while you sre here with us. Out there you have pirhapa

8 twenty-percent chence of getting sway end .en eighty-percent

chenee of geti¥ing ceught, 50,‘if Jou wwﬁf ny advice, ny friend,
I would suggest tﬁét‘you stey with us,"
"De I have sny reel choice?" Nkosi asked.
"Within resson, yes." ' : "
! meen abous ®leying inbldd or going outside your area...

7

. “That; yess but again wé!hin reason, e connot ellow you

L]

to walk 5ht of hefe and. get uaught: it woulu jeop%raiae us and
the movement," Sy 2



\ G 8 .
o ! eccépf\thet...Could,you get me out of here sofely?"
"It depends, Where do you went to set to?"
Nkogi hesiteted perceptibly then seid:
¥ '"To en Africen villege, 1 auouli soy it's bgtﬁeen sixty
end a hﬁmdraﬁ miles from here, in the cettlé country on the way
%o Swazilzsnd," v
"You sounc es though you know it wellf -Funkhoo seid,

*I should., I spent h" T my childhood there; the other hslf

& spent here, nesr the co;sf whereﬂl lended. ily favourite uncle
is chief of the villege up there," g ‘
wd | know,"‘Nunkhoo seid. oF j
"Y¥ou know?" \ .

"Yec; I know; we know, Tgllyme, heve you been im touch with

our fovourite uncle whileqvou sere sway?" 9
4 n/

&~

;-3

"No. But whet is $his,anyway?"”

Dee seid: "Pér hesven's seake, tell him, Dawoodl"
"Your mm® f£owelrite uncle,® Bunkhook seid flstly, *1spaasionata
N

“4ig =2n enemy of ‘our move - -ﬂt the‘lmdirn’novement the wkole
4 ol

Africen netionglist mov emmnf He 33 g government =ppcintee as

)

villege hes%, but he is more then that: he is =sn rctive agent workin
for the government, . If you go to him then within sn hour o £ your

errival you will be in'the honds of the police, Incidentally, he

is very high or the underground's list of those who will heve %o

be deslt with when the time is right.”
. W8s A ,
Nkosi fnxntxktxxxif ¥ rpriszd at his ready tcceptance of whet

o

K *® o
Nunkhco told him of this men who h=4d beqn eloser o hinm in his
yexry boyhood end yocung msnhood then any other perscn; this men
F |

Il
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urd, becﬁu se¢ of his gifts of Amnpinatlcn and Lsit1v1ty and
perce“'ion,.o@oomc more thsn his fother hed ever eﬂen to\him;

’ 3 - . 4. .
and the desth of his fether and the return of this uncle from the

. = \‘
g?ant big eity had been <TlHe/ opening of s new world for him, By

-hie own ability To see and to dream and to feel, this men had

teught him to see ond to dreom and to feel, And now the$ said
this men was s treitor asd he accepted what they ssid without
: ;

woltat;on. ﬁh ? And-eecepting whet they seid, he knew that if

that unele eppeered in front of hin and in{ i{peir presence this

¥ . tad - 3 o \
pinute he would oVlll wwep his arma abomd %2t unecle snd embrace him

Pl

with love »nd with respects But idéiadhglsd he would not heve to

do it becouse there would be e néw §nd terrible di.encion of pain.

to it, And for him, fill thi@'mcment, his favourite unclexmmmx

had been the only ecdult widhNile purity end the indocence to

shere totally inlthe chrefree héppinese of & bby growiné'up in

communion with th@ Swrth snd the sea and the sky “nd the limitless

proﬁis&s they dff@r&d the young imeginstion end the y:ung heart,.."
Ree'ﬁuﬁkhoo put down her cup ond ceue ond stood close to

him, crrefal net to touch him, Dawcod Nunkheoo Wurfled his beck on

then

&
i
o
U
o

tared out of tne window,
"So the villege is out," Nkosi scid, then, cesuslly,"He waes
very speciel to me, fevourite uncle

ety

Vithout turning, Nunklioo#ssid: "So wex were teld; bé% it

o -

didn't meen snyihing. We didn't know you end so there was no'living

\

'-d

person, no humenity, ezgrinst which to messure nis humenity,®
A J : .

¢ &
®ind now you ~ and the movement -~ know,

~

*He could not gquite

F

.-.

control the sulden bltuexn@as in him, "

Tunkhoo seid: "I ormnot spesk Tor the movement, end I don'$

\

34
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presume o cieim %o know you; but I do know Dee, and 1 think

she knows you," he hesitated then added, more lightly, ﬁin[that

funny ond dengerous wey in which = women cen get G know a men,"
ihe women touched him then, tent;tively; enguiringly, es

if esking if it is allright to show emotion in the presence of

2 third'person. It was slight, just her fingers brushing sgeinst

the beeck of his hand. And beceuse he did not respodd immedistely

taxxhexxtaxzh she pulled awsy quickly, sherply, meking a smell

show of it, He registered =211 this disténtly, s something

heppening to someone else, And then, equelly distently, he dismissed

it 25 pert of the world of petty possessive tyrannies inherent

in 211 humsn relastionships.

He thought: And thus and thus snd thuas it is thet & cherished
image cerried for h2lf s life}time is wiped out in & few minutes
with o few sentences, And sll you say is he wes very speciel to
me becsuse you know, psinfully, the sesdness of mourning dead
ime; es;  and imeges and dreams are the ephemeral factors which
heve invested men with the precarious nobility thn} sets him
apart frém the other enimels, the fectors which heve made him
invest his brief, passing,moment here on esrth with o sense and
feel of immorteslity thet is ridiculous in fece of the fects,
but glorious for ell thet, And the surest snd the most #otal
end the most complete desath is not the physiecesl but_thé eppbneral,
not the death of the body but the desth of the dream 2nd the
imege thnfgmre speciel distinction to the living body., And so
end S0 and 80 it 18......40d now he wondered fleetingly whether
he woulé still bé prapesed, as he was & fé% momentd esrlier, to

wrép his arms abdut ﬁhat uncle end embrace him, He shivered suddenly
; : \ :
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end reuembered the ¢ld people's thing sbout & ghost prssing over
. 15 ' \ \

your gruve when you sihiver like thad,

. ‘ il
A Jewoeod Funkhoo turned frow a‘g winddw sand noted the YHime
%

by Dee's Ldidiub P¢OCL. ¢
"He -muust decide., I uust Ye piﬁ iy r;;und;sf. : ! z
Hkowi seidy, "I'll taks uy chencses but 1I'm not ‘ﬁ:“‘ffei)ﬁrad to
-
risk being cerughi here,” * %
"But your best chence 6L not getting :-“u;‘,‘.ht j.';;«'.’f:::re."

b4 . P Prsrn de Ly i 2~ o . S
9T know: bud there is ¢ rvisk."

7T = 4.. &

'There alvweys is§ but it iz -lese Jpp€e"
. \

"I knew that teod: but I'm stidl net prepsred so take 1t here."

-

Munkhoo looked sesrchingly, 84/ sisterts o ;3 - then he b
geid, the feintest hint of pit%erness in his voice:
¥ R
3

“You end Semmy did Jﬁ’k,t gdcs ding Vcll, ny dear, Toc well

0

"Alwost 'like L*g,,_,z- ra," she 8r1id softly, lowering her head,

And both a-@n'fe;.t }(‘_ glrink snd grow smoll in spirist,

| ¢
i) \ O, el o e et W
unknooNee Ve - "There ore fthings we do out of convietion,
Survivel 1R ug¥ the only driving forece, either collectively cr

-

Xkosd seid: "D8you nead to tell me. thet?"

Tunkhoq thought for = while, then shook his herd, "Perhaps

not yolly vut certainly myself -~ and ell of us, The pressyres ere
great =t Rines," - ; ‘ -

1 - X
Pheu% thou ¢ Yesy, I hed forgo'ten how g;re«@ the pressures - -

sre: end I hed not thougnt azboul the minorities, Fsw of us have,
kloudy he selds "It is becouse we do thingg out of conviction

4 g % 5 ¥ ‘ P ) " v G

that I choose not to involve you snd your pecple ix_‘ any eveidable |

e & A A ) - J 2 W o ‘ - . v . YL o
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risk, The choice is mine and‘however reéstricted and limited the
srea of choice, as long as I have choice I am @ mén. And in
relation td you and your people I choose to be-a sharehold?r in
the guilt of my people, end to try and atone."

"Allright., But where will.you go?" :

v"ﬁhere does not metter, What does matBer is that you arrange
to formally trensfer me out of Indien cere and into African care
as soon a2s possible and in such a way that no bleme atteches to
the Indiens if enything goes wrong., So I must not be here when
this place is searched." ‘ .

_ "Qur contmcts with the Africens in Natal are difficult.‘Thé
Netal group is under the influahce of the Pen-Africenist none
28p8rators. We dere not ask them for help; we dere not let them
know you here."

"Bad as that?" 7

"Yes.eesseBut one of our white friends can get a safe phéne
cell through to Joh&burg end if the instructions come through
from the undergfound itself they will be bound to follow those
instructions."

There was & knock on Dee door then Dicky Niscker poked his
heah roundlthe,door.

"Ite like wou fegr, Doc. VWord come théy throwing the net
around us," |
7 "Allright, Dicky. Get word to Sammy,.and tell him I'm on

my rounds end he's to meet me at the arranged plasce."
"Okay; Boc." Dicky withdrew,
"How long to get those instructions from the 'underground?"

twelve : .
"At lesst/immmtyxfamr hours. It may be possibel before but

-
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I doubt. Quite 2 series of calls heve to be made to different
people in different pla;es before the decision cen be transmitted
back here in a form that nobody will defy."

"And they are already setting the search in motion here?"

"Yes, It looks as though you'll have to stay,”

Nkosi shook his head, ‘

"No friend, I'm not prepared to ‘take that chance and you
cen't make me," ‘

Nunkhoo shrugged helplessly.

"You talk to him, Dee,....They're looking for you everywhere, °
men! Don't you undertsand, Tell him, Deel" ' \

"Its no good, Dawood, But listen, I can take him to the farm."
She expleined to Nkosi. "We have = smell, isddated ferm in the
hills. Its completely cut off from everything., The nesrest humen
habitetion is en Africen village in 2 valley five miles away.
Nobody will think of'looking there."

The sen?é of helplessness fell away from Nunkhdo. He seid:

"I think :;:xix got something xkmxm., You cen lie low there till
word comes thrbugh. Nobody will dream of looking there. The only‘
problem is to get you thene,"

' "I111 teke him," Dee seid quickyy.

"No you won't," Nunkhoo said. "If you disappear from sight
for ean hour they'll know something is up., And all they need is
something as tengiblé as that to reaily get going." He thought
for a while, "I think Dicky had better go with him, ;s far as
they are conéerned Dicky just another low dlasa Coolie %ut we'll
have & fake Dicky here in his placevjust in cese, I think that's
it., Make him look as Indian s you cen, Dee. Blacken him UDe.s.
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Sorry, friend, you must now be trensformed into 2 low class Coolie.

But we'il teke good cere of JOUsssesslind thenks, I must go and
set things in motien." He took Nkosi's hend in e firm werm grip.
Then he patted his sister;s shoulder and walked briskly out of
the room. - ‘ ‘

After 2 while, Dee seid: "I'm sorry I cen't come with you,
But he's right., I hate to let you go slone but they’'ll get ‘you
through, They are very good." »

He seid: "Will you plesse stop telking, woman."

She seid: "Will there ever be a time when people are not
afreid snd on guard end on the run?"

"I am sure there will,"

"And when you're not en Africen and I am not en Indian?"

"No, I don't think there'll ever be a time like that, I
think there will always be - or, at leesst, for as fer into the
futgre as matters to us - Indiens end Europeaﬁs end Africens.,
Each will tend to went to stick in his own groupé. And there's
nothing wrong with thet, Whet I hope is thgf each group will
accept and respect the equal humenity of the other." 1

"And what of people like you snd me? What of our kind of feelin

"You end I represent minorities within our groups and yoﬁ
ness of & by it ettitude

‘measure the good/societ to the minorities who do not oonform

who intimate
end/intermarry end heve/relations outside the group."”

"And you think the dey will reelly come when Africens will

ecdept Indiesns es South Africana without eny reser@@ﬁﬁon?"

"How can I enswer you? I e2n only spesk for myself.
"Yes," she said quietly,

"For the sake of the future, for the sake of the Africens, I

hope and pray thet they do." ‘
Then tﬁir were disturbed by Dicky Mifcker's knock,
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5 % not......?‘Shc left 1$ hanglng as a blehk end terrible
posaiblligy. end she looked et hi% anklousfﬁ, mute¢J pieadingﬁ
for rasasirance, % i
ATSinot ™ hefeaid slowly...;..
y Then they were dastufbed by Dicky Naicker's knowk, Naiker
;ﬁshed his head rouhd the door.

"Sorry, Miss Dee. Doc tell me I must take him," hie eyes%
%ouchedxxkxizkixﬁh Nkosi's face then slid quickly bask to nh¥ L

E:

"to themfdzm farm, Well the budls spreading eround and the only

wey we can get out is to join those holy fools goixg to muck

L]
I

sbout in the river."

"Dicky!" Dee snapped. "You're not to call religious people
foolste T i : ’ |

Dicky mede & brief show of contrition. “éorry, Misé Dee;
but they not even Chiristians; they don;t even go‘bhﬁrch. Only
way out is to join them and they beginning té Join up.iee"

"How long‘do we have to get ready?" Dee asked,

Five, ten minutes;"lbméky said,

"Allright; you find the right clothes for lir, Nkosi and
tell Cissie toncome u;b here with the make-up stuff.”

Dicky Naicker withdrew and almost immediately, Cissie,
the cook-=housekeeper , entersd with a small tray with little
piles of different coloured peints on it., Dee néde Nkosi sit 61)'
her dressingﬂteble and without a sound the iwo yomen went to
wgra on hlb face.ﬁ.ﬂkosi watched his reflection in the mlgror
end saw his face darken from its normal deep coppérj'brown g!th
@ hint of ayellow base into an almost matt black, Fhen they had

derkened all his face and neck and ears, Dee washed her hands

)

o A
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then she looked at Cissie, Cissie nodded, Des/mzms one of her JeL |

wet 'hands mgsinst Nkosi's cheek, No paint ceme off, : fﬁﬁ

"It might rein or you might find yourself having to go into g%%

the river," she explained to Nkosi, ﬂg
“Then how do I get it off?" he ssked. *5

“‘

"Your skin throws it off graduslly, in the s:me way that
the body throws off some impurities through the pores, Takes

five cleensing
sbout/taxem deys: tut we have a special/peste if thegg is any
need for a quicker rencvsl, Now Cissie will chenge ;burfeaturesi}
she's theJexﬁert end while she deels with your feee I'll darken _jf
your heands and srms." |

VWhila she worked on his face, changing the shepe of his
necse by 2 line of p£$5$ here end there; while She seemed to reduce
the size of his foreheed and to lengthen his €££ce end to change
the shepe of his'eyes end to reduce the fullness c¢f his lips,
he studied the fece of the womsn celled Cissié. It wes hard
to think thet bctk she snd Dee were Iﬁdians. This mEx one wes
very derk, very thin and {ony and with the impessive face of
the proud Rolong women, She had the same dead snak?'s eyes, the
seme brosd bony shoulders, the same'thin long sexless neck, flat
chest end engular sherpness all over, CGenerally though even the
skinnicat of the Rolong women hed some sign of breasts, even if
these hing down, secklike, to the wéist. This oﬁe wes aﬁsolutely.
fiet up snd down. And the kerchief sbout her head, tied Africen
siyle, completely hid her ha;r éc thet only the very derkness
of her skin set her off a8 being not a women of the Farolong.
No member of the,Barolong, mele or femele was ever os derk es

this women, or Dicky Naicker or Sammy Naid#oo or as they were
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now making him, The hends that worked on his face were long-fingered,
dextrous and, whenever they touched his skin, es impersonsl es
her syes, Dee's touch as she stoined his hands snd srms wasbliving
contect Letween one humen and enother; life throbbed through her
fingers end resched him, This sense of lif:?gbsent from the touch
of thewersn Cissie, He wonéered: Is it I who do not live for her,
or is it thetv she does nolt think shemxikfix exists és more than
e th8ng for me? Hnd Dee not been there he would have tried fo
find out, Vith Dee present it would be peinful and iﬁpossible. But
this one, : oy
for/kex, and those like her, some sort of patlern of invegration
‘Bhould, theoreticelly, be more possible than for people like Dee.
Or shouldd it? And he found himself in the grip of = psttern’of
counter~ thought, VPf@judice exists ipre strongly at the lower
levels of sophistication; the simpler'the life patiern the more
conformist snd therefore the more exclusive the habits of the
group end the individusl within the groupp. And yet fhe‘éfeat
manipulatora of prejudice - 03 indeed the great fighters against
prejudice = hﬁ$;?€%geys come from the more sohhisticeted, the more
priveleged, the more powerful within eny group or any society.

"A penny for your thoughts," Dee murmureq. :

"The orgimnz of prejudice,” ﬁé said.

"From watching Cigsie?"

"Cdd, isn't 1%7¥ But sie provokes thought.” :

" The trouble," Dee said thoughitfully, "is to find the time
end the circumstance to make contact, e don't know each other and
so we don't know ourselves or whei we think,"”

Cissie stoodsoff & little, surveyed her work and tHE looked

questioningly at Dee,
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Dee fhought of the origins of prejudice and shrugged with a '
hint of we~riness.

"Fine Cissie; nobody will recognis§ him,"

"But you not setisfied Miss Dee...” Cissie had misread the shruy

"l was thinking of something else,” Dee axplsiuned,

" "The prejudice thing?" Cissiewas delicately tentetive.

"Yes, Cissie, the prejudice thing."

"We 211 born with it%," Cissie seid fleatly. "It never change,"

And without weiting for reply or reasction Cissie gathered up
her meterial and left the room,

A wave of utter depression éwept over Dee Nunkhoo, Nkosi felt
the weight of it., But he fought it off, unwilling to become involved
in her depression, Instead, he felt ikmxmmmmiimz tension building
up in his nerves and hesrt end mind for what lay eshesd., And becsuse
they kmxkxkmmw were both éware of this new absehce of emotional
accord, there wgs an odd constraint =nd aWkwardnegs between:them.
Eech sew the other in a new light suddenly; and each seemed
impersonél, detached, alone, aloof to the oth?r. And so there was
nothing to sey.. Dee turned from him and/x;i;;ﬂ to the little
window., He looked 2t his new reflection in the mirror end meﬂtally
covered his heir with an Indien headcloth..Made up thus, his image
was that of a stranger that even his mother might have been fooled
by had she been ﬁround. But not Dee, some remote part‘of his brein
whispered, Not Dee., And now he ldnged for‘that sense of intimecy
between them; but her back was turned to him end it was she who
wes the stranger who could not feel his need. : v

The brief spell of silence seemed an eternity till Dicky
Neicker ceme with the clcthes that would complete Nkosi's disguise.

Naicker left the clothes,mmr® said they did not have much time,
- % :
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then left to make his own preparations, Kkosi took the clothes

tc his room, chenged as best he could, thea returned to Dge's
roor. She turned from the window and helped him put the finishing
tcuches to the turben-like hesddress.

Dicky Neicker ceme bsck end seid: "Time to go = sir."

Then Dee seemed tc come slive, .She took both Nkosi's hands
end held them es though she would not let go. She looked intently
intec the transformed face, biting her lower lip. Dicky N&&cker3
stoed fascinated, wenting to look swsy but anwilling to miss any
pert of the silent by-play. Silently, to himself, he saids Jeez,
Just like in the fillums, And then he renembered big Sammy Naidoo,
There hed never been anything to show it but he knew that what
Semmy wented most out of life‘for himself was for Miss Dee to
look ?t him as she wes now.looking at this little fellow....

"We must go," Dicky Neicker said.

Dee releesed Nkosi's hends abruptly.

" "Plense take care of him,fD{cky....."

"I will, Miss De€ecsss"

"Teke good care of hime..."

"1 will.;...."

"He means much to me...,

"Miss DeCoseeo"” :

"Everything, Dicky; everything,"

"Yes, Miss Dee." \

Abruptly, she tufned her back on tpem, and they wenti;ilently '
out of the room end down the steirs.

Dicky Naicker led the wey tec the besck of the house, They

\
pessed people weiting in the pessege downstairs for the doctor to
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raturn: there wes 2 coloured women with 2 child who looked pert
Indien, the rest were all'Indiana, end they éll looked small gnd
poor md shrivelled up., In the kitchen the women, "Cissie, and o
pratty young girl with # strepping figure and long oily heir,
looked up briefly from their work then cerried on es_though no
one was there, The smell of curry powﬁer and butter gée end herbs
snd apices mingled teo give the kitchen‘air 8 quality that was
et once specisl, subtle and exotie,

_ Bat outiide in the yerd the world ssaumed the dull drabness,
%he gir of ruhdown squallor, fhat is mmmmamx the common habitat

of the poor or the dizpossessed or the discrimiansted agéinst in
ell the world's tropical end sub-trepieal countries, In cold
countries the envirohments of the pocr 2re eiso dull end drab, but
there the light of the sun 4s net so bright, nct so sharp, not

30 cleer, not sc hershi and so there is o aoftening grayness to
aven the face of poverty. In the tropnics and sub-trovics every
fine little deteil of dirt end filth end ugliness is sharpened'
end refined end.glarified by the warm brillience of the sun,And
eveﬁ the earth, which one rarelj gees bared in ccld countries,

is giﬁen a new dimension of ugliness by its nekedness, And so one
of the most squalid sights in all the world ggeé bare, neked, |
Backyesrd of » tropical home where the sun heas burned ail the life
out of the exposed earth, tarnihg it a dead dirvy brown, and wherev
armies of flies maxe sport snd do vattle over evéry edible 1ittle
bit od dirt on the naked ear?h. Ail tae backysrds snd pesseges
thrdugh which Dicky Nalcker led Nkosi sdded up %0 one enormous

and squalid backyerd of the nation: one of mnn&, seottered up end

dowa +the slum baciwaters of the ecountry and sirikingly alike,
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whether the inhabitants were Indians, Coloureds or Biscks: not even
the diff@r§n3 food smells end personal habits of ??e différent groups
could conceai the besic siﬁﬁlaritiea of these slums,
- And the people they met and passed hed the same dull drebness,
the ssme alr of rundown squallor, as the place, Like it, they seemed
perched snd hard snd dried out. And the strapping well-fed-}ooking ones
like Dicky Naickér: atﬁod out in sharp relief egesinst the majority.
At last the the houses, snd the pecple, begen to thin out and
the lend begen to sloDp. ﬁnd far down the sloping land; moving towerds
a river, they could see a religious proceéaion wending its\wéy.
Feintly, the SOuna of flute end drum drifted up to them. On the
other side of the river, and sloping upwerds and ewa& from it, the
lend rose towerds the white township. And beccouse the wind was
blowing in that direction the sounds mede by the religiocus procession
would hé carried more sherply and loudly to the white people of 7
the town, end there Qould be new protests about the cutlandish habita,
and ebout the smells snd ebout the noise ﬁade by the Indians, The
loc 8l peper might even renew its editoriesl campaign to have fhe
'eoolie villege'removed ferther frqm the'Europzin town?', ‘
Dicky Naicker said: "Better ﬁe bhurry now, sir." Calling the
little bleck men 'gir' ceme easily now, "We pess a2 few bulls slready
end more on the rosd. We must ceteh thet group there," he pointed
to @ cluster of people walking just shead, Then.he pointed to a
sneller group about & mile further on, This other group stood by a
car veside the dirty romé. "Those seerching b&lls end they'll stop
us 1f we 2lone, They looking for you so we’get lost in the group.”
Then Kaicker gave him & gquick smile«heant to resssure,

They moved aheed more briskly.'The clusterg of people shead
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slowed down, dhen ceme to a halt, then moved ageain,

"Goddammit to helll" Dicky Neicker said forcefully,.

"Waet's the matter?" L :é,.
"Them bloody buggers, sir! Irying to meke time for us! Giying, ‘-i}
us eway to the bulls, Weit 111 I tell Sammy, Mr, Kaidoo, He givm}l; :,5
them hell.......If the bulls don't get us through' their foolishnl_ﬁ 24

Dammit to helll"

"Then we'd better hurry in csse they do it agein."” |

Nkosi started lengthening his siride evem more but Dicky Nahg!:i
lsid a hand on his arm, -

"Easy sir! See one of those bullsvwith Spygléssea waféhing.
our time,"

Nkosi forced himself to keep to theh even pace set by‘Dicky
Nnicker, Although the people ehead were going much slower, it did
to look as though they eould eatch up with them without obviously
hmrrying, Kkosi felt the mounfing egitetion of the young man beaidng
him, - Then somebne-in the group ahead looked back and went through !l
2 pantomime of reeegnition'an§ waving snd cnlling'out to the othersﬁfi
end pointing back at them, |

"Weve 8ir," Dicky Naicker ssid,

They both waved and the group came tc a halt and weited for then
Two men &nd & womén,all dressed in white, flung their erms esbout
Nkosi and drowned him in & rush of measningless werds, Tﬁen, clearly
through the babel,-hé heard:; "Smile and make like you're'talking."
ind thern he found himself swept into the very centre of the little
group.

e wes not swere of the exscti momentAwhen they pessed the

grovp of wetghing pleinclothes Indien detectives by the cer. But

he was sware/wRER the exact ‘when denger wes pest becesuse the warm

bodies that hed pressed egeinst him end held him suddenly with
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Brieflyfhﬁ common danger, tThe coumon anam?yQand the Cowwon objadﬁive

of outwitting him, hed brought tﬁemrtogeﬁher in @ sgeoial and
intimete relstionship, The end of thé danger mesnt, elso, the end
of the intimscy, The woman to nis lieft, who had preaééd 80 closely.
egeinst him, nowvgave cff the feel of wenting to withdraw into
non-existence, And trne men too, though more subily, moved aswey
from him till he walked in sn issdeted little circle, lLiemmed in
by the others end cut off from them, . He knew thet this withdrawal
wes instinctive, thet the cther, the coming toﬁards him end the
protecting of him, was the consciously chosen sction oi resscnj
he knew that the retioned nesed for setion end the setion besed
on need and reason were the real manifestations of hope for the
future, But still their instincfive withdrawal sent & wave of
utte; depression through him end he wished he were far, fer away
from this lend,

‘Then Dicky Naic£§r was beside him sud the overpowering sense
OF éncirclad isolation snapped, Ehe& were cateaing up with the
streggiers in the procession wnd Ae was aware now of the noisg
mnade by & hundred voices speeking at once and tiie mRaxxe conflicting=-
;aounding Indien music, shiili, discordent snd utteriy 1acking in
any pattern of melody to his ears, Dicf& Neicker seid scomething
but there wes too much din for him‘to meke out ﬁhqt.it was, Nkosi
gestured with biw héndg to show he could not hear, fThe young fellow
seemed to /'understend, He grinned and agein Ekesi‘had tne fleeting
impression of s very young end very attrective person. The woman
to his left still moved on the far fringe of the little group,
but the men hed ceased to withdraw asnd he wes no‘lénger isoleted,

either physicelly or mentelly, He hed a notion tuat young Dicky
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‘Néicker ned hed sdmething,to do with the chenged stmosphere.

They caught up with thé procession snd worked their way into
the thick of it, 'And?%gey were a part_of the moving mass of derk-
skinned and white robed humanity; meving &s such masses have moved
for centuries down to rivers Lo affirm_énd reaffirm men's timeless
and chengeless need to worship some ennobling force,

This, Nkosi thought, is uniquely Indien, Only they do this is

religious sects
in 'this way, The new set of African/mkmxskms, part-racislistic,
pert revolutionsry and often founded by 'bishops® who hed feiled
. to make the greade in the recognised churehes end denominstions,
havé borrowed some df the outwerd $ymbols:l the white robes gnd
the procession down to the river, But then meny of them hed
destroyed the beauty of even thils symbolismﬁby the hint of sadism
i; the manner of their total=immersionist form of baptism. To put
your knee into the small of someones beck end then to ysnk that

person beckwards into the water so that his or her feet‘shoct/upJ

into the air while he or she half drewns is strenge homege to

/
/

s

eny enncbliing forcel
But ﬁere, in the heart of the procession, he zensed a strange
~ gentilenewss, Violence, here, was imppssihle - glther the violence
of the total immersionists or the more commonplgée viclence of the
lurking sevage in mbstfcf us, And kzxzxims even the nolise of
volces snd music did not seem to penetrste to the heart of the
proecession, The sounds thet reached tham csme suddued and mﬁted;
as though gentleness had been enforved even on sound,
Beside him, Dicky Naeicker said: "Everything fine for now, But
we siey her? all afternoon and then we go the other way., One thing;
L4 ' : : {
gir, Don't worry even if you don't seem me for = time: 2lways

¥
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.Qeoplé'from the movément ground watching snd guerding you. Futtin!
going ha@pen ¥o you, QOkey?d"

*Okay, Dicky«"

fhe young Indien beemed that Nkosi should~ca;i his neme,

,“Thaé's i%, 8ir! Don't you worry. Welll aave grub by the
river: nutiin' to drink though. Not safe: not all these people in-
wie movcmént‘end bulls ney hove one or two spisse” :
"Drink doean't‘worry ne," Nkecsi said.
“g and the boys like 2 little wine wlen 'we come Yo the river.,

Not waen we on & job like now, you undergtend,"”

i
/

"I'understgnd," Nkosi seid. "Tell me, whet's this @rocesaion
about?"

"Some holy business,” Dieky 82id §ff~hand&§ly.

"Yes; but wnat?“ '

“fheir deader, the skimny little old mesn in front %Aem cerrying
he going give @ héil-of 8. long speech, sir," dedeply Dicky pointed
dowﬁ river from where anbther’proc&ssion, gduost the size of this
one mpproached, "Iust's it sir, <Soon es the two processions meet

\
we g0 slip eover tom that one, Then wa going'Qtick with thex ell
dey nﬁd g0 with them when they break up and‘leave."

The hint of o saile fiitted over Nkosi's féce. Dicky Nalcker's
reaction was quick as n fiash, |

"Seo that big mahjzﬁer tnere on the lefl, the one nsar the
girls - don't le%t them see you looking, sir, See him?"

"Yos," - ‘ ‘
“$het's Corporal Singh, sir, 'l’olit%gﬁqe Eivisio?ﬁ,‘;‘:a:tal C.I.D.

Eosy, siri Don't show nerveusness; didn't/ 4g tell you in cnse
) S oA P < .
you get nervous’ now I %eld you because youfigetting aa;zitgka"
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'"i nea," NWkosi said thoughtfully, "Sorry to be so difficult."”

"Aw,'§ou-nnt aifficult, sir, Onee I hed %o gﬁide a white
professor fron Joh’burg'to the bbrder. Hell of » brein he head,
sir, You could see just by looking\mt him, But Jeezl Was ;e Bkg

diffieult! Seered of nubtaA' and don't know how to be quistl

He gzive me a rough time that one, And then the damn fool write

a bad pcdk é; say we Indien never going get on with the black people
"Did vou reed the hook?" '
¥, "No, But Sommy - Mr, NHaidoo - t2ll ma24, ..No, sir, you not
difficult, 4And Gorpofal.Singh; Politicol 2ivision, Natel C,I,.D.
iaialso # member ﬁf our Mcovement, Zut theré are other bulls around
who ers not 2nd he wetching them for usz. So tske it eesy but
rememper, Okay, sir?” v
"Okay Dieky, I really umderstend now,"
”Fine;f ‘ : :
Dicky driftsd awsy, Corvorel Sigmh, Politicel Division, Natel
C.IQD.; 1ookéd fleetingly =t Nkoai then fell beck out of Nkosi8s
line of sight., One of the young women with whom he hed been walking
seeﬁed; by nost natural rrocess, to find hersgaf welking beside
Kkosi. She turned %o him, clesped her two hends in front of her
and bowsd o him in the treditionsl Indisn salutation, Then she

by | = -3 ¢ , . -
took ¢ grrisnd of white flowers from her X necxk sud reached out

‘end up #nd slipped it over his hesd,

"Tell Dicky the denger will be at the drifs,” shs seid,
.;ghen she cesuelly drified sway from him. tnd suddenly the
pesce snd tranquility thet he hadrsgnses end - thet still hung o#er

the hesrt of tne proceesion sesmed & very doubiful facior,

And yeteeee/nd yeloses He locked ot the trenquil, sluost trensfigure

 face of a women & few yerds EWaYs s o .. hnd yet.



éﬁ@y reszched the form in tﬁe very esrliy hours of the fo;lowihg
\morniﬁg. Af ter thé @9& by the riy@m-eﬁﬁ the lopg ana}tiring éarch with,
the second group of people afey from the river when the sun wen o\aown,
they were tirﬁd‘snd silent. 3ut.phey could heve been much more tired

gnd they quld n~ve hEEx srrived very much latex mﬁ&xk&ﬁuxxaxxxuxnh
REFEXEIXRE o d they not nede the last hhlf of the Journey by » delapidate
Ipmking u}a Land \Rover thet locoked chly rit for the goray-neap but thet

& : : /
travedlled ramar&ablv smoothly snd quietly,.

. ihe 1@@& Rover wes waiting for them at the lsst Lnuian villaga they
left, And until they were comple tely AWEY from eny possible interceptio
it wae driven by & young man from thet willsge. The young nen waé@nll
and kiimxmag willowy in his tainne@ , with & sickly eshen sheen over
his skin, He coughed nesrly sll tie time: @& disconceriingly kacking
cough thot sent him into uneon trollabie convulsions, For peritner this
young man hed o bigy buriy "6ung fellow, almos? &8s big end tall as
Sammx Faidoos but.whézeas Sepmy Kaidoo was @ll herd end tight-muscled,
‘5$his fellow, though yeﬁﬁg@r, wes blubbery feat,  The fat oha,sat 5eaidé
the thin driver as though resdy end weiting to tmke over when the

&hing. indeed, ecch time tne thin one ‘

tin one finelly expired from cou

was ceught up in 2 terrible peroxysm Hkosi expecied him not to come

"out of it: end esch time he cemé out of it, choking,spluttering,

bettling for bresth, Throughout the Jjourney they exchenged no words,
Vhen they re%ched.the baginnings of the cllmn into the rolling hills

the thin cne mlleé up end he and hzs fet pariner jumnaﬁ off the Land

Rover. Eroh made & querter=—gesture o? fsrewell, tnen tu&y walkea back

down the moonlight trpckéﬁram whence they han eome. The speedometor
5

-
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ghowed they hed itravelled twenty-eight miles since dieeving their ¥
\ 4 Y

vidlage,
|

Bioii%”@;cxea ci;nb&d O.u¢‘.~3 the front end Hiosi Joined him
taere, hei set there look ,,‘bwck until the two ren receded inté
part of the moonlit haze of the right, Theﬁ Jicky Fiicker switched

4

on the wmolor ana they vegen the stesdy oliimb up 1nLu the hills,

-

' Kkosi thought: I's going further awey from tihe borders of

Bihe Basutoland ZProfectorste; and tie further I go fxam it the more
complicsied everything becomes, It begen e3¢ simple operation:
lsnd, deliver the monpy, silp sergss uue borvder lato B=sutoland,

)

then fly oud back to London < end ;ue‘ QOOu becsuse you have teken
risks and uede & real contribution %o your courtry! Y atiuggle., Now
you've done 1t and you afa_a;uak Mid you may noi €% out end you
sre even doubiing the yedlue and mearning of your contribution,
Dickjyﬁmieker apokelakoue the Jow hum of the meotor: "This
tine of worning slwgydsad, llnkoes 'ou went to ery Jike i bbby."
: peered :
Nkos ,zxxxﬂi A% the young Indien beside him, suertled,without
quite knowing th, cxc@pt'*ha* tris was not the sors of thing he |
exnected to Qawr frow this young fellow: from Dee sind :fém ner :
broiher snd, pgrhapu, fron Sewmy Neidoo, bu¥ npt from this young
fellow, | Vi,
. A¢9u; What they wravelled in silence fuf.hﬂgJLV T hours.

-

fhe lend rose ond fellX apd ruga‘and‘fell ggrin, butn alnsye clibbing
gently but stendily, uvntil, st o &&uu"£‘0V6r .wo thoussud feet, they
reéched the farm in, the esrly houwrd of ﬁpu ROYNiNg, Iner weg% now
Just shor¥ of Forty-eight mlles from the villsge wuere uney hpd
foun' the Lend aner' e ’

~She aupsll fﬂxmhoﬁﬁe nest «¢G on the 'siope of & hill ih e wide

\ ~

%
"
J

\
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valley ringed by higher nills, To the scuth, from the crest of this
hill, one could see an copenfhing btetween the higher hills, This
commanded e wide and sweeping view ic the south, the south-east snd
the souih-west, On clesr days one could, from thaty crest, see all

e 3 .

the way to the Zululend coest where Nkosi hod lended, Lo the-

orth, vhe directvion in which ¥he house faced; there were oﬁl& the
mounteins, sweeping sway, eacn ronge hig her than the ons before, -
Thus the house wes eilectively hi ddan'from the south; the south-east
&5& the soatﬁ-west.‘lt coula onlg*bg sgen Irgw the horth but/th@
mounvalns were to the n0¢ta. There wes of coursé the 9ir,‘but a
piane would hsve o fly DGPL'OdBwJ low over those roumtnlns, end
it wouvld have to be on a definiteidy md careful sesreh if it is

t0 spot the houaé. - & |

u1f“y Nesicker ren the Land Rover beside the house, And now

the crest of the hill lagned over the house protéetively., They

o

got off end Dicky Kaleker puinted out e path behind the house
lesding o the crast of the hills, i : s

® v ’ ¥ I
\ "Way upitowthe lookx out, We can see everything from there. No
one ckn see us,”

Inside, the little houdfe wes remerkably clean snd resdy for

ar

hebitetion, While Dicky Neicker 1it oil lamps, Nkosi read e list of
t0ld never
don'ts? ﬂaﬁ&1¢b on ta@ bach of the door, The render wau/xnxxtni
Yo maks eny xlnd of fire that ;gt off smokey night or dsy; never
to &rivg in oxr out of tha plece by daylight; ﬁnd in the event of
) gnd ¢ ruckssack
any real emergency never to forget %o tske = rigia/xthxxnxxxh:
of iron retions tﬁxhsxxx before withdrewing into the hizh mounteins.
'After © wnile he sensed Eicmy Nalcker b@ﬁlﬂ@ him,

"Where sre tne gune?®



5 Iﬁcky Neicker led him to a corner cupboerd, opened it, and
\ 3 “ o -
pised high the lemp he held, H¢1f a dozen shingng rifie were stacked

side by sidea dn @ reck, And on & hook above esch huug an smmunition
; W i

belt end 2 asxall ruckspck,

L

® LT tt you  afamid qpbone\ni ‘bt stubklie on hdls plece? By

peeident, I mean®®

\

“SomeLody "*wpya guardin@ 1€, sir,” . ol -

"Zut thosc people ere far sway, That 1s if'you wmeen the people

where we got the  Hoverld"

et w PR, =4y san— N ; r -
N0, Ve opve others, _ . .
~ s p .
Ii\f‘p.. ‘"?’ ! | . | §

Neicker hesiteted & m;mart 'lva Qern&u %o meke 4 his mind,
’er; Hear, &ir;/sc dop'% vorxy. Fedcker shut the cupbq@rd,
put & g e padlock inio yud¢%lon o 1% and held up the lightmfer
- FRosd ;s look sgnln. "iHedluve iddng Lo bust lols, Bire”
: £§@ cupboard was pﬁrtiﬁf ths eoncrete sScucture of the houée__
apd the door wes ¢ uaéaiva alffelr thst would not 0§6n>éasily ﬁithout

the key to ihe qenerrtus padlock, .
“Bug if enyboldy does stumble on ithe plsce, thrt noticessess”
’ \ . » ‘
1% westpwt up for you, eir,"
> 1 , 7 v
"I see," Fiosi nwrmured, remembering Dee's bitter remerks -
ghouv the entilke exislence this lend hed forced on the Indians,

And now, suddehly, in the skape of tuls csrefully rrepared

ng guerded snd lortified retreat, e fe1ﬁ @nd understood end shared,
i : s A Al g

briefly crd viceriously, w~ee's ond Faidoo's lurking *tteraess-

Whatever they do, however uuch they ﬂaerifine, Lowever nuch they give

LP

the Afiicen victory, when 1% comes, msy be es bitter for the Indiens

as hes been the 1aziow of widte rule..ﬁll L~,'ﬁhing$ they ere dedied f

new, msy s¥ill be dernikd then ithemy or-even the little they now have

@ 4 " T

(7
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mayibo taken from them, For the Africen the promise of the end of
white racilsiism 1srplear‘in its nmeaning . e Indion hnd@ ne such_
assurence that he would, 2% the very least, be fres of racial :

1

indignity, #nd S0.ees e it
Ha seids "Tell me, Dicky, what® happéns‘fé the Indiens when
we defest the uﬁtiﬂnﬂlibtél" L
"I don't knew....That you nean?”
He sensed Dicky Neickex's sudden ééserve, Vatch yourself,

"I meen does your movement - the Indian mGVchnh - think

4everythinq will be fine for. you when we ovart“row the whites?"

"Come, sir," Naioker said and 1¢@ %ue wey to the kitchen, There
4 i ,

wes notaing young ebout him now, ( &

In the kitchen he wavad Ekosi tc a chair by the table end
rade %en on 2 kerosene

'put e plete of sandwhioaes in frant of hiia, 1q/mgxnxixnxxhzxullxtti

pressure siove - \
PREEREEXSNEXE AR XTRY and pourad i%s d Sl

ﬁxz:xxxi;xxanxtxn;kgixxﬁikxxxx:xxtxixxixxxnxi

YE¥mzyxsxxx" ;

upicker tock & pile of sandwiches ?Pd his tes mand leened.
against e agoxiﬂg contraption on which three éfcves of tnéVPrimus
tyre stood, Nkosi wes too ti“ad to eat but he welaoﬁed the hc% tea,

i¢ thought it had been & mlstske to try nnd draw the young

fellow out so sob6n but 8t the time?the impulse hed been 6verpowering.

"I'm tired, Where do I éleap?"

Neicker put down his unfinished food end got up.

“Just tell me, I'1l find my way," |

"The door beside the cupboard, sir. The inner rooﬁ. Ionke the
14kt i1 the Fromt roem,” Nedicker hesiteted thenaddedf "He know
everything won't be fine, Ve know 1%t mighﬁ be WOrSSesss™

i Loy

#
r



; “Evarybody in your movement kneww this?"“' ‘ ,x il i

"We're orgﬁnisea EnG a;se¢p11n&u, alr. Ve h&VM Lo bﬁg ﬁnd

there only & few of us, 1 dén't wepn Iﬂdiana in ané a@untry'(I
mesn only/gew indiens who are in Lhe wmoveweni and whé'unﬁgrataﬁd@
ihe &wdu.ibw 0% Indiene “are nov in the lovemens becsuse they inow
everything won't be flna and 1% might bé worse and so they say
whavt, is VYhe 39n39 t9 fight fow\sbma%hing thn§ ﬁmy mnke 4% worsé
for 1i;sa-f 4 e S ‘z ‘ fi -
“And how do you spewir Yhagth |

o

“Summay - Mr, Naidoo - and Miss Dee @and Gthe Doc csn enswer 1t

batter than I can,” : ' 2N L IR e

"Buv you can answer i%%"
“Hell, yesi" ; af
v oo YAllright, teil me,"

“Iou (don't know?h (

|

"1 think I know but Im not sure. You seey Dicky, I taink Itve

1

known--about it wikhout $uily underetanding Just whet it mesns to be
(!
5!11 J-n Q.L m} . \ ! \ \ /
] :

/

nlitw vwa from %wa gides snd whet rough sonetimes, But il we show the

\

Africeng we sre on their side vhings may be better inter,”

"But they msy noﬁ...-“

\

”“ure,.q..xhet 8 8 c%ance,..»nut iy we don't teke it then tneqe,

(is rothing."

"ing we cemnot live without hope,® Nkosi murmured very softly.

\

i s *h Lre seme a8 anyiring el“@: on;v wiing is tnﬂ 0oiour bar

g/

"Also," Dicky baieaer sald with & nln of sell=-consciousness,

in = d A 3 V- - " / vk Vel
Yall vrejudice is bau...,&ammy BEYS ﬂo.;..'ﬁnu 8 ren must fight for

the good tnings cgrzn b the bud things if he is o ba a men, and hia
i
s ) ) ;
life mesng something. : , AN
A , . ; ) ;

o |
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 "Cissie seys we're a2ll born with prejudice and it will nevur“w

change. g ! ’
4 The corners of A
Rimkyxkriekartzxiips Dicky Naicker 8 mouth turned downward,
he hunched his shoulders, bent his back a little, cocked his head_?
slightly to the right snd reised both hends, pajms up, in one of ;
the most cheracteristic of all Indien gestures ; e gesture pert '}
supplicetory, pe Tt defensive and wholly humble.
| L5 don t know: meaybe Cissie right, maybe Sammy right; maybe
pre;udice will never chenge., I don't krow, Maybe its just bad 1o |
be a char in this 1and.
"Chereseis?" Nkosi queried.
”Char.....Coolic.....Indian. All the‘same." : .;”
"But we must go on," Kkosi said, . f Zf
"Yes, 31r. Theat what the doc snd Sammy say......You,think 1tirpﬁ
will finish one day?" , el 57,%
"One day," Nkosi seid. 7 ‘
"I mean for us $00....You know what I mean, sir." | 0
"I think 80; for you too. |

,"You know, sir, its the first time I'm telking like this to..

"To a bleck men?.." :
"YeS..es.0.1t really free over there, in Englend?" _
Yes, let us change the subject, Nkosi thdught: "Yes, Its fr;qi”

But there's prejudicé."

"Just like Cissie say?"

for your movement, He thought: this conversation et this plsce at

this time is ridiculous. o
He said: "Ciaaie'a_wréng,»Dicky» There is nothing in the worlj

». ' . !
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that never changes.\Everything\changea.‘Life is chenge,"
"Thet's whet Semmy teil ué all the time,"
"But change could be bad as well es good.
"I know whet you mean, gir." The young Indiﬁn wes very sober,
very adult, very responaible. "Like I told you,we telk about it
in- the Movement: we understend," '

Yes, Nkosi thought, you heve to; even if you cannot express it

clearly. He got up from the teble, left the room and found his way

to the bedroom., The eerly morning eir wes chilly ahd he was glad
to eflrawl between the blankets on thé cemp ¢ot. iBriefly, like a
flicker on the ecreen of his mind, he‘thought of Dee occupying the
other cot in the room. Then; instently, he was deeply esleep. i
In the kitcheh Dicky Naickér rinsed the cups and the teapot; he
filled the pressure stoveﬂ with kerosene end wiped them cleen; then
he found a cleen tablecloth and lsid the table for one. 11 this
done, he went into the front rooﬁ, checked door gnd windows and xh
only then did he go to bed in the smeller bedroom. Unlike Nkosi,
he,did not fell alseep instantly. He lay on his back for a long time
looking out of the little window of his bedroom. But all he sew wes
a;piece of the hillside, end he could only guess a2t the colour of
the sky by the way in which the;shadows diseppeered from the mia
visible piece of hillside, A series ofrimages, rather then thoughts,
reced #nd chased each other through his mind, cruwding‘eacp sdher

thislwaﬁ%and that, like over-excited children at play. Miss Dee

gripping the little bleck men's hands end begging; end the way Sammy

Naidoo loe%gd at her snd her looking that seme way 7 the little
bleck man; und the little bleck men with a brein Just like the clock

»3% o
he opened onee =nd saw how boautifully and smoothly end . easily 1t

¥ 2 Nl & “
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worked, , 1 ck=tock=tick-tock~tick=-tock=ti ck=tock=tick-tock-tick=t0 ck,
Smooth and easy.\The picture of the clock and the piéture of the
little men's fece merged....ick-tock=tick-tock....And Miss Dee end
him doing thet thing becpuse she want t0....tick-tock-tick-tocksess
And the fece of Sammy wanting Miss Dee iike she want him....tick;tock.
eoelife is change.... .

Briefly, images Juggled themselves into e single ks clear
‘thought: if this one led the underground, if this one ruled efter
the whites, then “things would be better; chengey; then, woudd be
g00dssss Comforted by this thought, Dicky Neicker resolutely put
the images out of his mind, .  turned on his gide, closed his eyes,
end weited patkendly for sWeep to come,

.4 : :

Late in the =fternoon, two days lster, Dicky Neicker warned
Nkosi to expect & visitor late that night. He would not say much more
end Nkosi did not press him, If this mesant fhat he wasrbeing
formaily handed over into Africsn cégre theh young Keicker would not
know anything about it; if not, then it did not matter;very‘much.
Weiting wes no hardship for him., He hed found peper end penéil and
had spent his time sketching: therelwas enough -sketching to do here
to keep him & month snd more, And he would have enough méferial for
& score or more cenvasses, if he got out.of this place and beck
to his studio.

Dicky Naicker diove down for the visifor about nine, Nkosi
went to bed, The.journey up from that villege had been two hours
end so the visitor was unlikely to get here before midnight., He
had worked hard these past two deys and he had eaten well, 80 he
fell 1nto o deep sleep. 3 |

s ! : R AR R e T L T
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\

And so it wés as though he were dresming when he opened his
eyes to find Dee Nunkhoo sitting on the edge of his cot., He had
‘turned out the lamp éhd now the lamp wes 1lit once more, He resched fi
out tentetively, feering thet he would tonek nothing: but he touched
her. - h

"I'm real," she said. »

And nrwondering, pleased, werm, sleepy smile broke on his face
end filled ﬁer heart, Then his face clouded over with concern,

"What's hqppened’" |

She thought for a while, then said: "It cen wait till morning,"

"Bad news?" . . :

"I tell you it cen weit till morning," she said. .

» There was a long pause, then he goid:

"I've missed ;ou."«

"Ive missed you," she said,

He =miim sat up abrﬁptl& and pulled her into the folds of his \
arms,. They glung to each other agd she kneﬁ that this was the
moment, that everything would go right. She disengmged herself snd
went to the dodr, not trying to hide her limp at »ll, She opened

he §oor and celled out to Dicky Neicker. When he called ba§§7§nid:

"We're going to sleep nowl Goodnightl" _

There wgs a slight pesuse then Dicky Naicker called back goodnigh
The wes & faint amilé on Dee'u lips 2s she turned from bclting the dgo:
She turned off the lemp end he listened to the rustle of heg clothes
88 she undreseed, and as he listened en overwhelming tenderness for
this woman spreasd through him, It wes so overpowering that she felt
it wrapping itself about heghgs/crawled into the cot beside hém.And

with
sex, with this men, wes & thing/m% delieate spiritual overtones.

~

And they merged blindingly into each other,

N

-
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| After that they sliept, still intimeste, arms end iega wound
about each other, Then they woke, tdgether, at tge‘séme instént, as
though one brain commended both bodies, And sgain they made love;
lingeringly this time, with = tggt tenderness, so dellcate, 80 finely
drawn, that it mede the woman/nxxg softly end rymhmically .

At last as though forced out of him agsinst his will, the mein
véroaned; "I love youl" Tﬁen, more salmly, with a hint §f wonder and
a world of tenderngsa, he repeafed it, "I love you,." And then he
' wes awaré of the tesars running‘down her cheeks, And then her.
mosning grew lounder end the dance of:love built up %o its eclimex,

Afterwards they were both wids awake, They lay preaséd against
" each other becsuse that wes the only way they could share the little
cot, The lack of room to stratch or turned wés no hardship, now,
Fb£ the present this wes how they Nantad it.

"Say it again," she whispered,

"I've soid it te others,” he ssid,

“I'm sure.you nave," she aaia.

"Allright, I lbvevyou.“

She let out a‘d¢ep contenved sig

"That all?"

"Whet else? I know you mean it right now."

"And that's enough?" | y

"More than enough, ny dear., At this moment we ere as c%pse es
people can. ever hop@ to be, Our hearts have beaten together, our
bodies have merged. ' Right now I know what love is. I know how it
feels to be not complatély alone; Right now I know you as I have

‘never known anybody else, So what else? When you msk'is it enougheess”
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. He put his hand over har mouth end stoppeu the flow of words.
4 "I love you. And ;hough\I've said it to ‘others it has never
meent whet it meens to me now," ‘
She resched up and moved his hend from her mouth,
"Sey it egain,.,"” |
“I love you."
 "Once mbre!” : \
"What's the matter with you? Losing your mind or something?"
"I order itl"
"Allright, I 1ove you. g
And then, for.the first time, he ueerd her leugh, And with her,
lesughter cone gs & rich bubbling of pleasure in sound, He sensed a’
!mood of intoxicetion aweeping'over her,
.“Find ne sexy?" \
"Very," he said drily.
"I know, I didn'% reelise I wes so sexy., I cen leke you lose
yourvhead eny time I waﬁt to; end I'm going %o do it too! I went
to have at laeaé six Dables end I want you to eire them..."
"Like 2.bull,” he mockea.
"Like 2 bull: my bull!" she aaid.'
Then her mood changed: "Do you went to father my children? Really
And won'% they be cripples? I wouldn't like thet,"
"They won't end I would‘be proud to fether your childfen."\
"And whet would thé} be: Indiens or Africans?” .
'"Do not spoil your dream," he said gently, "I will follow it
with you end we @1;1 well jtogether in it: for dresming is ‘the deeper
penidty 6P Iiving.* Figt i . ; |
"Somehere the dresm and the reality must meét,"\she seid,

) X
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"They will be your children end mine," he serid.

“Indian? Afriean?" Resentful end ashemed of their mother or
resentful and sshemed of their father? Rejectod by his people or
rejected by her people?” AvEr

He felt for her face in the derk end lsid his pelm across her
forehead. | : .

"®here isya the wisdom df g little while sgo that seid 'right
now this is enougﬁ'? Are you heving a child tomoffow? Next‘week?‘
Next month? Are you with child now?" v

"I would like %o heve your child, your children,"

"And you would like guurentees that they would be 9écepted
end hoappy end heslthy snd secure and without resentmenteees”

"It is naturel." , o
"Neturel to Hope it would be so: qot to demend guarsntees,
These guarantees that you would have for your dream children cennot
even be made for the ehiadren of\}hdian end Indien, African end

Africen, white ond white," |

Her mood chenged agein, She ren her hend over his face and 'the
upper pert of his body, et once both ceressing/gig fémiliarising hgr
brein with the shape snd feel of him, ’ Y

"You sre really black, aren't you? Can't think of‘you as bleeck,"

"Beceause black is frightening,,.." ‘

"And dengerous and unknown,.,.And youbare so'intimately femilier,

"Exotic 1t007...." He wes teasing her now,

"No. No, Nov exotie, You're too civilised to be exotiec: too

e Gody, I'm thirsty! let's get up end
bloody intellecual, my dear, HEnxgXRXYuMxREmmmmxXIKEXIRIRRX
go for » walk, Or d'yo; went to go to'sieep?"

"Let's get ﬁﬁ'he seid®



: e - "
She swung off the cot and groped*about the bedside teble thll
she found the matches. Theh she 1lit the lemp and turned up the

had & new and unknown softness o
vick, Herfece, by lemplight, axﬁxnixhxkxthxixxiunxnxxxixxuxtni

the man on the ;ﬁ; The hersh xzm lines eround the mouth were gone,
The eyes seemed larger, rounder then he remembered them, But it
was the heir thet excited him moest, Alweys, before, ii had been
tied up, Fow it hung 1oose, a hslo of thick strands;:znboth sides
of her face end 21l but long enough tc cover her firm breats:
another two inches in length and‘the haif would effbctively have
coverdd the breasts completéiy.

She grew shyly self-conscious under the intensity of7pia‘stare
so she leaned down over him and k;aéed him, Then she turned per back
on'him,axﬁ dressed quickly end went out of the room. '

%hen he joined her in-the kitahnn‘ahe had put up her hair, He
unpinned i%t and she shook it loose for him, 5

"I like it so," he assid. ! o
-+ "The real reesen I ceme wes to show you that." She indicated
the paper on the teble,

The bold banner headlines leept 2t him:

* SENSATIONAL SWOCOP ON UNDERGRCUND HQ
“In o sensationel swwoep on'a luxury mapsion in Johanﬁeabuz
$his evening the police arrested e number of Europeans
snd non-Duropeans. Unconfirmed reports give the numbers
£s six whites and eighlteen non-whites, ywo of the non-
mk whites being Indiens, . ¢
"The pelice sllege thet the. luxury mension hed bee£ used-
as ‘the headéuarters of the underground movement and thet
tlhiose arres%ed-méde‘up the Eationél High Cormmend of +he

underground.. Caanne
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Nkogi stopped resding; The water on the stove begen to boil.
- Dee iade the tes, : i

Nkosi seid: "What does this meen?" : Py

"Ite bed enough but not s bed es they think, It is not %hm |
what they call the Netionel High Commend ‘of the undprground that
hes been broken, That was not e meeting of the Centrel Council of
the underground, But from our point of view it wes elmost as
importent, if not more importent, The gfrested Africens ere our
friends inside the Centrasl Council, the people wheo went the strugglei
to retain its multi-recial ch@rpctef. This wes avmeeting with |
repeesentatives of the other groups tc work out e line of approach
for the next Couneil meeting." |

"So these arreats aéd up %o vietory for the enemies of
co-operetion inside the underground Council.,"

"That's about it," '

She poured the tee end ceme snd set cpposite him,

"How great 2 victory? Wes your friend the secretsry of the
Council srrested?"

'"Luckily he couldn't make it to that meeting.," Suddenly she
shivered convulsively, "And but for deeling with your problem Dawood
would have been there t00,.soThe point is: communicetion has now
broken down, We don't know whether t£272gll which went‘out from
Durben ymsxe got through or nof end until new qommunicatibn lines are
gset up we ean do nothing. They've hed to make rigid rules about this,"

"So what do we do?" '
tomorrow -
She vut her hand over his, "I must 20 back/tanight. You, my desr,

must weit: just weit, But we have a little time now, end tomorro% for

esch other snd for dresming, And I'll return as soon s possible.ecsss
Come, let us eclimb the hill end weit there for the dey to breeak.
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Vhen dsylight crme,; they cume'down frem the top of the hill
end ste enormously, ch ky Naicker's presenca wos with them, but
eglweys Just out of reach, out, of sight, Once or twice Nkosi psused
in'miﬁfsemsnnée,'or in\the niddle of & smcll sction, and turned,
expecming tc see DiOky,‘hut glways there wes nothinglto see, Dee

seered viterly unconterned about Dicky Reicker and his unseen

presence end this irriteted Rkosi mildly while they ste,

Re@ding his mood, Dee reached ncross_the teble cnd touched

his hend lightly, ! R, @ )

"He won't thenk us for not le tting him work this out for himself,
He aaié: "All the 54nCeeseal then he alleaed +hw thought to die

, &
uncompleued° then he added: "B@ a very young ‘'end the yaung sre’

”
\

And.résilient, 2 he ssid %o herseif; but she did not bother %o
tell 1t to him beceuse .she knéw he Xnew it and the knowledge and
consciousness of 14 was on his face at this roment, ' '

"He will eat”" he asked,

"And do '@l the natursi snd normel things.....Donit worry ebout
him..;.l will make oppordunity for him to spesnk his mind‘when he
drives me 'down %tonights...Trust hinm - and .me, "

ter ¢n the dey they founded & shoded plqc@ in the shadow of
tne over nving rock sand Wdilﬁ the women set resding the uen nede
g vast number of shkeiches of her: some were of all her Ebdy; some
of perits of her body, some of cély o suall member of the body like

%k 2 hend o®* 2 fool or sn enr or just the line of Qgr lip; he did

4
the eyes several tim@sﬁeggg most offten he did the face, moving from
' ? 8 ‘ s :

A
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position te’pqsition'till he hed sketched it ffom gvery condéivable
\ s
ongle, When he was satisfied at last, the sun wes fer 1o the west,
-~ An @;oof-nnd impersonal Dicky Nolcker showed his pfesance for
the first time sinee Dee hed ealled outgto hir thé night’beforg: he
‘brought them teay snd biscuits, ploced.the‘trcy at Dee's feet'and .
walked awey without speaking or Yook a2t either of them,
| After tea, end when the sun was ﬁesrly down, they welked down
into the xzxXImy wide valley~and gat by the dried up little river. =
that twisted in end ocut bvetween the mou.nt:*«i;nsion its way down xmto
the ses, They looked at the high mounbeirs thét rose on the other _
‘glde of the wide valley. »
She ssid: "I've seen 2ll thisf #Sé.often bdut I'm onlf really
. geeéing itlnow; I think 1% was whome sketches of yourﬁ.‘i audden;y
sew Jjust how Dbesutiful th;s place, and this country, reslly are;”
e soid: "The thingrabcut cold couniries is that they teach
you to see. I never wes es shorply swere of the berﬁty of green
gress end green lesves until I'c spent my first cold winter in
Zurope. For éearly six months thd esrth wes covered with snow end
the treces ﬁére berren of leceves, Then, one day, there were buds on
the trees snd all the world\saemed to come elive, There wes e trqg
cutside the window of ny digs in those far-off deys. And nothing\
hes ever been as richly end vitelly alive es éhe first green ieavés_
on that tree sfter my first Inglish winter," i
"It's because you're an‘a:t;st;" she seid, "No% becruse of cold
couniries,” : | ' % - | S
"No., It is the business of lesrning to see; snd it is ensier to
lesrn to see and hesr whgae you heve violent seasong% chenges. If  ~
you have green ell the time seeing it becomes,habit’till you cease

L
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to see, If, on the other hand} you don't see it for months on end
the impnmct is startiing waen you do. And wnen you think about this
startling impect of the npresence or abseuce of grean lea%es you
are in faet lesrning consciousiy to see,” :

“So love becomes hebit till you cease to loveé....I don't believe
1 Pl

"it ean, But you heve & one-trnck mind, Ve were veiking sbout
learning to see," ' | |

] “Or to love,” she insisted, She lowered her head and played
~ crumbliy ;S
absently with the dry,/mumkiy earth on tae dried up river's bank,

Then she weht on in 2 small sofv voice, chodéing ner words cerefully:

"Since lest night I hove experienced everything yoi felt when you
saw the first green leaves after your first English winter. And no
hepit will ever mmasm meke it cesse 1o be so 8ll my deys, And I
refuse to beléhve I love you beceuse of the violence end brutality
of our society." : 3 7
“Hold it!" he said, guickly, tenderly, #nd pulled her into the
cirecle of hie erm, Sﬂe resisted ‘Pr a wnile tpan she relexed and
leaned sgainsf himg; but still she kept her head %cwered. He waited,
patiently; end after » iong winile Bke rsised her head and tried to
emile ot him while tesrs ren down her cheeks. X
JTnere is o profound difference between seeing end loving," hesa

A tremulous, littie-girlesmile {litted scross her f&pe as éhe"

‘wiped 2t the teers with her fingers,

"1 know, my dear, I don't know why I penicked and lost my head,
After toet they sat in silence, close to esch other, till the
golden glow of the sun faded from the itips of the mountein and the

velley srew derk end chilly. Then, hend in hend, they climbed wp

! - r e
RGN T il e .. i 5
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the hill t¢ the house.

The lighted front room and the smell ef cooking from the
kitchen cittested to the preseiice of Dicky Nelcker sbout the place,
They went into the bedroew; end this time there wss & hint of
desperation in Dee that invested thelr lovemalking with & certaein
peinful emotional wildnessa, But‘afterwards he murmured words of
tenderness till she grew éélm, 111 & trenguil sense of peace and
‘security csme over both of them, snd they dozed off, folded in
each other's arms, i ; -

I5 was the awareness of hner absence et grﬁiually pentrated
deeper and desper into his conSciouaness_till i1 forced him into
wakefulness: suddenly he wes wide awake“nnd despernately awvere thet
she was not witha him, For a wibd A monent the same 7coed of panice
thet had possessed her earlier\swébt over him, He fought it off,
gropaed into his trousers and hurried Lut of ﬁhe TO0m,

She was in the| kitchen doing things over the three 1itile
stovés; and Uicky Naiecker was near aer, dicing up hits of meat,
Both looked up @s he burat lanto ‘lﬁ room. And in the split second
before the sense of relief took cover, ﬁee saw the terrible
desperation mirrored in the man's fsce, e really loves ne, sﬁe

. i
thought; and the eslimness with which she sccept)tha thought brought
a fsint, stertled smile %o her lips. )

"Its allright, my desr,” she said quickly snd watched his
foce grow calm end composed® We'll always be very close, she thought,
end neerly told him her thought; but she sensed, rether taan saw,

.Dicky Neicker's embarrassement and his attenpts not to ilook at them,

The cne at the door was barefooted end naked from the waist up, and

the contrpst between his natural colourma snd the steined gfa:‘rtam!

W
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his body stocd out shepply. He hadn'i even buttoned up his frousers: 
and all these things emberressed voung Dicky Naicker, T y

"Tou de heve time o wesh end 6?&98 before we est,” sh? geld,
purbing her iipe &nd ;auguing @&t him with her eyes.
' When he had gone from the door she &pia oaauellv to Dicky
Foicker: "I love him very much #nd I hope he will msrry me one dey,"
then, metter-of-factly, she cerried on with what she wes doing,
isiing sofély. Dioky Fud viver’ kopt bin Basd dbwm, ¥6 Gontaned et
clesr thought was not posasible, | |

As soon &3 he hed done, Licky Neicker hurried cut snd up thg'
sloping land. He scrambled up furiocusly ea‘tﬂough driven, Once or
twice, in his'hasie, he.alipped and éiithered and had t; go on all
fours, At last he reached the Top, winded end psnting,

Thé noed to do something violent was desperate, so Dicky Naigk;r
'ﬁi cked-up & blg locse boulder and pounded it agsinst the living
rock of the hill on which he stood. Time after time he raised
" big piece of rock ‘ . the imprct
the/krmimux and brought it down with force; and each tine/gmxxxd sent

shock waves jarring J ’ ;
painfully/through his body, But carried on with the pounding till
hands nurt and there was the feel of sweat under hig arms and on his
béck end on his brow, Aand as the pounding grew less violent; per tly
becguse ne was gettiﬁg terrinly tireé nnd/pnrt;yibGCﬂuse 2 gubtle |
sexuel rhythm was creeping into 'it, the thoughts thot he had auppﬁi;se
forced =& imagas dancing in nis mind's 3 PR L doc'3 kid sister,‘
pretuy nign—clﬂss thing even wi th her bed leg, ziving it %o black
man like she hUNZTrYeecessShame on all of ns.sseeCome running to Five
it 50 hiMeseee DY NOt SMiNYeese«WAY NOt SoMATeesss ny not Sammyesses
And then he admitted the frightening tNouZNts s ess e ¥Ry DOt MEeesosI'm
20t blacksssssAnd then he wept like » little child, loud end long.
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o " Dicky Feicker
. For 2 long time after his weeping nna enaed/Lav face down on

the earth, nunbed by o gense of misery he could not Oxprasa‘or
eontrol. H@‘tried o unink bus his mind refuaed o funotiﬂn, refuae&
tﬁ fight off the heavy losd of depreassion; and’ 8o the weight pf it
*fpreaseu flore haav1ly on him and he aaamed Yo sink daen&r and deapor
%ill he resched bottom and there couid be no fuf*har u nking. And
‘then he éelt wne earth benenth his bodys and'ha f@lt his heert
beating #geinst the esrth, and he becsme aware of his ringers.
careasing is, He tried to emﬁrace the earth,ﬁﬁﬁ‘thera wes $oo much
of i%. 8till, he felt strengely comforted aftef the ﬁ*temnt. He
201 up “ndimnae his way ddwr the hillsidé.' H~ Wadhbd hla face at
tae oulside tap, figheda vhe gressy epmb out oihia hip pocket and
combed his hair, using the iingers oif his left;hand tq do the work'\
of the wirror, Yhen, brscing himself as for en encounter, he went
*into the uiitchen, ‘
They were not there, but he heard their voices from the fiont’
. Toom: and.all he had‘ﬁe do wes g, close his eyes to see the way she
looked atb him..’..#lv‘vays kieminggﬁ with her ayes: kisz,inghim with
har-eyea....fha méntal and emotienél confusion vhrantened to'swaep_\
over him sgein, He welked qulcklv gorcss the roem to the cooking
table. One of tie stoves was on low end 8 dish of food was keeping |
J hot ENEEE CVEr © ?om of simmering weter, ‘ ; ' ‘ iﬁ

She called from the other room: "Idcky!® i 0

He hesiteted then went to the door end look@d«ihté the front
room, xhmyxyxwzx® Slie haa mede & anWlL ﬁ&tlng place for them by the
window snd ins steed of the bright ¢wmp a fiickering csnale shed @&
soft light over the tiny teble anu the foed they @te. Vnguely,_

remotaxy, as a falht echo in o distens enambar,rﬂicky ﬁaieker 8
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mind registered the though®: just Iike in the Tillums,
She se¢id: "Vhere were you? We weré looking for you £ll cver‘

m

ke DPleCessess"  Ther the little ma n?put his hend over hers and

. stopped suddenly. \ ‘ e
. D op s iy et : i
/ "I went up teo the look=-out," Dicky Nedcker srid, % .

“£11 right. Your food's on the stove., Ve lesqg>in an ﬁéur."
He shit the door between them: he tried to shu® the sound of
their voices from.hnis mind while he ate, A
Leter, he stood by;guiei end uifhdrewngwﬂlle ﬁeejﬁunkhéo took
leave of her Yleck lover, Then he drove.Ler down srd out of the
vélley end scross the derk lond, |
Then the neered the villege Wl ere her car wes weiting, hidden,
she spoke for +the first time An resrlj two hours., /nd Dicky Keicker
recognised it 2s the voige of'tha old ¥iss Dee, decisive, authorate tivi
‘end with the{ fRxk¥ise hintvof esloofnese thet those in the Movement
knew sc well, endQihat seme alsc feered, She srn id:
"If there, i®.Scrething on y‘.r mind you should speask it, We are
gll supposed to Be éonraaws 1n thie Novemeniy so speek your mind, Or
are you & cowerd who thinks things bui dere not sey them,"

"You doc's gister, Mise Dee," he espid tightily.

T
oo Pesans o

: , -
"And ConliyesesetNC We Plleseslove you Niss Le€esess” ¥

- v " | s U;SO?..."’H ‘ - .
& , ,
Eﬁ attinti® ; Ko A
vv A " A : e
"I seBeeeehllrights If you've L‘nisheu, there is something on
\ y
my nind %00 rnd I'm no e cowerd ebout whet is on ny mind, ‘You ere

one of our bright young nen, cne of tomorrow's lecders, one of Ssmmy's
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brigh*lanna and you g0 siek with prejudice becsuse you see anz
Indisn wonsn give. hgrﬁé&9 - nos let's use the right Words for your
1ittle mind -~ becnuss you see on Indisn wonman sleep with 2 blseck
‘man. You made me ashamed of you; ashamed of being one ofryou, of
being in the same Movehentd witﬁ youy and you shamed me before fho
man I love and raspect more than anyone else I Imow bascause he
iz free of this rotten cancer, You're supposed to bg fighting egelinst
prejudice but its in you alrehdy. We're all of us cﬁught’up in this
rotten szickness, It isn't only the whitesg ki 8s spread %o us,
The bleck people heve it too: and the browa-Daople, You and I, and
our movement too, God! The unspeakable dlrt thet must heve coursed
through your mindm when you thought'ef me lying With my lover! How
dirty and sordid di you mnke 417 Tou're just a s*d pid rotten
£ilthy ninded little coeliel!l™

"No!"™ Dicky Haligker b®dught the Land Rover to a stop., "Nol"

5?&3! Foul amd filthy!"

”Stgﬁ it Thga Dec!® he asid dangerously.

" Op you'll knock ne down an’ do what he did?!" She bared her
teeth 2nd glered at him snvagaly, barsly able to0 resistelawing his
face, "You just try it, you foul minded dbrute! Filthy minded 1ittle
coolie!™ : :

" For tha(#acond time that night, Bicky Naickar broke down aﬁd
wept like & little child, loud and long

X in waves,

Slowly,/like = tide going out, the savage fury lef*t Dee Nunkhoo;

the painful pounding at the bask of her eyes and sbove her ears,

o/

~

stopped; her body ceased trembling; the imnulse tc destructive violenc
died, At lonz l=28t she touched the young man =nd he raised a teer-

steined face from the steering wheel,
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"Cone, we must go on,"” she seid wesrily.

He brushed the tesrs esway with the baek of his hend snd tried
e cee Ler fece, but there wes nol enough light, “he moon wes up
but 1% sined very 1ittle iignv wonis nignvd,

i8S eeelEsose” There wes & world of tenativity in his voice,

"Tea?"

"You not sngry zny uore?"

"No, not eny more,"

“But you’re unhappy now sud 1L sound worse,®

“I'm tired and there's & long drive ghead of me,"

"Hiss DeCesee™”

“Yea?"

"I'm sorry."”

"I'm sorry tob.'

"Wou right, Wuet sey is true, I meen sbout the things in my
mind, But I didn't want it 1o heppen, I don't went to heve prejudice,
Kies Dee., Honeat, I.don'% want it, It's like you sey, we all sick
with it. Bul I honesily don't wgit it, Mise Dee, I didn't want to
think fﬁcse things. I wanit to be like you - snd him, But it come up,
like you say, like é @ickuess,., How cen I stop it,Misse Dee? Honest
I went to,"

+ "The only way to stop it,” she seid, "is by chenging our world,"
'ﬁEut for now, so I don't get these thoughts?"

“I don't know , Dicky; i don't know, I don't think it cen be

done without chenging the society and the control of power in the

society.”

4

"He s2id even then it may be bad for us, He sa2id not ell.change

€

is good.™

"I'm very tired"she said. / He sterted the Lond Rover,
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, ; and very tell (L
Rerl Ven As wes e very handscme/ Joung men in his sesdy-thiriies,

He wes eluec rising fest in Zis country's service and ke knew ail

he - h=d to d¢ wes 1o keep going iike inis and keep outil oi trouble

snd the doy would come when ue would ve one of the half dozen most
w

poverful men in the lend., Butl someliow, this prospect wes not es

exclting 2o 1t 4-d been = [ew yoors eardler, In tlose days,

: e ' ¢+  firast
especinlly during his stinls £s @& jualor diplowet/ia uonaon, shen 4in

- T | ‘
Paris, tasn e shinglony tae cxllieucuv of a bedgue future had been

effort, fow, rising wes not a frectidg &% exciting end he wes
disturbed by eu cdd feeding of depfegshon taat lurkeu Just teiow
the surf=ce ol nls consClouckcsmy dlsc come bLeest ol prey, weiting
to lerp #nd overwhelm him 1/ Newtns his guerd was down, He had

fight off tnis lurking\depression all the time now, Z¢ knew that
part of ihe reson Iox %wis depression had to Go wiva what hed happened

to the couniry. dun weeentl years, ihe expulsion Irom ue Commonweslth =

¥ .
a

i

for thev is wadh wie 'wichdrswad' realdy mesanv - aud beuen tae aost

peinfvidy perSowtl biow for Lim sud & usndiud ol oluers whose jobs

O

heu wmesnt personad snd intiuete deslings with olhers doing lize Jjobs

frow otheir psres of the Commcenwealti, In on internciéioncd gﬁtherihg
in Peric o Vashingion the VQRMVuw¢¢¢w4 dipicmats, w¢ 2ll levels,

aiy:ys,guoau out o & tesn, & good leean thed wucversioed dhe rules

end hed @ clear peubtern of pley, end with esch member kaowing where
the tesu was going without neving ¢ consull zsud check bsciy there
hed been 2 Bparit of freede =boul 1% el edl e ouler diplc&sts'i
emvied; auu 29 wes fun being ¢ psit of thete And then, of qa?rnu,“

there were ue personel tuings: the wey the Commounwenlis types
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worked end pleved together, end the wey in which the? 21l knew
and understooa certein sprecisl jokes and certain speecisl symbols;
all swall things, meny of them foolish telken out of e¢ontext, but
teken together they edded up to =2 striking menifestetion of some-
thing taey 21l understood very clesrly =2nd described vafy veguely
25 the 'Commonwesalta soirit', And then thare was thet igst
mission on which he went to the United Nations, Till then the
‘exvulsion hod veen simply 8 nolitienl thing, In Wew York, snd letey
in Vesaington, it hod become very real 21 the nersonsl level of
the small things that ére 80 dnportent, IThere ‘ard bean wothing
cleercut noout ity no-one hed veen ru&e’parsonnlly; not even the
spokesmen of the Afro-Asisne wio weh bed Yo drive the country out of
“the orzsnisation, They hed just izmered him st the personsl level.
Meany & time he had wslked Into &8 room was in el ther gay or serious
conversation: they had nete his entry, then they hnad deliber=ztely
eliminated his presence from thelr consciousness, Not even the
walte Commonwesithhmenbars, the Austrelisns, the New Zéslanders,
the Craedisns, had wsnied o aqknowle&ge his oresence; the British »»
aouut 1V :
hed been more subtly nolitef perhaps, but even with them he had

kmzmrn been sware thet his presence was swkwerd and embarrassing.

His office door opened eund he looked up #s5 his secretery pmx

mexxEsxnxeskuuxad ceme in, She wes & t8ll, striking sirl; striking

3
3
5

not becruse she wes beautiful but beceuse of the animsl vitalily

she genernted., Her feadures were blunt but her big boned body gave
off the feel of messive perssnt strength. Kerl ¥om As did not like
his secretary =nd did not bother to'\hide it, She wes ¢ leading
nember of a group of yocung femsle extramists who advocated the

%
enasculation of 2ny mesle found heving sex reletions outside his o
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ZTC0UDe TE Enew ﬁnt it was beceuse he Aid not like her end
becruse he hed not hothered te hide it thrt she hod ﬂeveloped-~pn odc
nesgion for him, They reslly hed nothing in commong there wes not
even the sttrection of epposit@s.‘ﬂha wes not interested in thinking,
in reeding, in whet went on in ‘the world, BShe core to office to

he

(0]

work, then she went home snd chrrniged for the basch, sni then

and her friends ley on the bench, rolling this way e:d thet, their

b;ﬂiés oiled so thet every little nart of it could he burned e

ity light golden browns then they eeme hogle _ond ote too much,

end drsﬁ;-too mach end fornicated =3 ¢ neceessrfiact of being in

the gwim of things, S0 one dey runs igfto\the other with slight

varistionseseee Fe fought down themonn ¥ing contemnt he.felt for =211

that this gir]l rerresented, He womdered, fleetinasly, whether he was

being unjust to her; whetheénr Mis resentment 4id not ster from the
sense

sense of islertion he felt, the/zamm of heinc eut off from the world

both perscnelly andynationelly, He thouchit: anert from her tendency

to emsmeulaiioni@rshe h-d hermed no-one,

the sirlwalted ootemitly till he reised his hesd =gein,

“The wap £rom fh=m of w:g hopre "

*"With everything we went?"®

"iwo lging briefesnses,”

“Fineg giva>hjm 2 ceup of coffee ond melkte him weit, If I'm
longer then Tive minuntes with Dr, Snelrsenll through, xrftxaIETRee
txatr oo isxxeirivgy Rigcht?"

"Right, sir." Shi lookad quickly at her watch end went out,

He rose gwkekiy snd went out by the nrivete door =nd down the
narrow back corridor %o the office. of Dr. Judwig Snel, Chief of ‘the

Netal Bureau of Internsl Security. He knocked »nd went in, As usual,



133

Snel hed hig sirconditioning working so high% that his room was
positively chnilly.

He was & big men, bony snd white hairéd ond with e heavily
lined end lesthery face, There was an air of utter weariness about
him, The c¢only life in him seemed to come from his unususlly bright
eyes,

“well, Karl?"™ It was almost like hearing the voice of Jan Smuts

egein,

/

“You s=aid to look in this morning, sir,"

"On, yes," .

Snel found & sheet of paper =mong the pile on nis-deask and
pushed it scross, Von As picked 1t up and walzed to the window
recaing 1t. futomatieally, he resched out and reduced the air-
conditioner from 'cold’ to ‘cool?, The letter wes what he expected,
Ifhe Minister's fFrivate Secrevary nad paoned Aim eoout it at his

the murder of
fiae irs¢ nignt, XRaxXxIXXITH 1T wes 8 week now gince/that fellow who
ceile uaims if dens Coetzee anud who turned out to be that Westhuizen
who nee been cliessilied 25 voloured a iittle over = yeer ago, and
80 far tuere was absolutely no progress te snow in the cmse, The
Neiive wiao was with Coetzee-westnuizen hes disappenred completelly
ano Whis nss crealed an atmosphere of serious uneasiness among wide
sectious in tue couniry, in ine pariy end even in tée government,
The Minister wnuersivands thet the police mmxwixX nove in their
pOssesaigh e Possbook of this naiive, Hicnard‘ﬂk0$i. in the
clrcuis vpaces the Minister ceimo® understend why this Netive hes
hus no% 80 fer veen epprenended. A hendiuld of psriy beckbenchers have

been persusced 0 delfer reising the meiter in Jeriiement for a week,

The hindster suerefore expects Ghis case o ve closed wikthin tne week,
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Von As put the latter beek on the desk and Snel automatiSally

shuffled it back so thet 1% was lost halfway inside

a2 3 Yo = p 2 oy vy eyl T o i QP W & & o
his desk, He's denying the letter its imy

T i e, % - L -4 ~ ] P e Sa La & on ¢ e A ;
Van As thouzht; het's protestinzg. fnd his sympothics went out to

NS =] PR S V. g e ” o | 5 dna o en At 98 . i A" +9 %4
Sniels Snel #53 one of the fast disspperring bend of publlie servents
e %
&f:e :
- Y oo Y - » - - ey - ww D iz w
who herd grown up under i £ a%ine when the

presgeve whet he

o i
=TS o oW L - -5 AV Sarey ¢
W12 BN "8 a8 \.Ji on weo

hed, =t £ %ime when the prrvecns of Swmuts
Was : _ .
o B 2 g B A ey P S 3R 4 Ty e
end Hofmyer,l/wwex hesrd with respect *‘*cx,ho L' the worlds And it

wes becruse Snel, snd the three or foupr 1¥P 94, conpere these timea

5 3 b A T e BRI : e N, - '
with those tirea, and dbecruse they noBf,\er0¥® nrke, the men now in

-

pover know this, thet they have hegh eMished from t.c cests of

vy . s N o AT Tnes i Vorms oy ooy n A 3.
power, fronm Pretoria or frpe Towlly ¥ 1ittle bachwaters like this

office ‘n Fatel, AMAnd nov IR Snkl who h-d once excreised pore
power ther ell except the nesi®senior Cabinet Ministers had to receive

ion T ;..»;rond the

terests.

nro*nc dng of i\ 2%z orné ~dvencing of his own

Vg g e : ¥ e - Y g ., D ~ g =
"Survocegotnrew crout *thic Snel nurnured,

“Ve“, 8lr; Bhe P.S. Thoned ne ¢t home lro :
" How chif raoueri’tic!“ onel's ont@apt WE s obw10us.
"Borry, sir."

\ W 8. Y
¢ (:QC'S ’?ﬂ + el -"'\.‘Q.

: you
"Not rour frult young felloWesssOw long aﬂn/w whﬂn's your

The hint of 2 anile £lickerc

-

;;.u
o

fevourite phrese - 'lkeep out of trouble®"?

Wi Sad,

Agedn, =5 he hnd done so often, Snel mnde Ven As feel guilty.

*1 don't know," Vun As seld quietly. "for =85 long as I went
to, I suprose.” :
PreS,.eebut don't 2 ~1llow yoursslf to be too strongly Influenced

by me, young nmen, After rll, we friled, sand thet 1s the resson for
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things being what they sre today. I would hate not to influence
you 2t all, but every time I sey something that hurts, Jjust.
remember that we failed, If we hadn't failed they wouldn't have
won power end the country would have tsken a different course.,"

"There are those wh6 say this course wes inevitable, sir."

"They may be right, sdn. All I know is there wes & momént
during the war, a very brief moment of a few months, when every-
thing flowed strongly for a single integrated coﬁmunity. I was
at the centre of things then., I knew all the Cabinet secrets: I
sat in and hed e handlin the meking of sumé of them, I felt the
moment and like all the others, I was frightened of the moment,
-We were 2ll afreid; all, except one., And we all shied eway from
discussing the nature of our fears...."

"And the one, sir?" ;

Snel shook his head,

"There was a thing sbout not revesling the attitudes mm of
individuals at Cabinet meetings. Smuts was very strong on that,
And none of us, civil servents or politicisns, heve ever brokin that
thing - not even people who fell out with him or broke awa¥e.eeo.
It is e long time 2go end I've thought end thought about whet mede
us friggliemedd, And you know someth&ng? To this day I don't think
I cen honestly say what we were afreid of. The ultimate loss of
: and economic

political/power to the Africens? Yes, thet wes pert of it. The

guilty fear that they might do unto us as we hed done unto them?

Yes, that too. The fear of wholesale miscegenation? Rhis one I'm
not sure of, After all, it is we, the whites, who took the initiative
in bringing the 6Goloureds into being, We did the miscegenating and

if we need any protection, it is from ouréelves, not from the black
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people. No one among us in those days thought that getting rid of

the colour bar would result in a wholesale mixing of the races.

- It wes a nice way‘of exploiting the sex jealousies of the male white:
he wanted to have no competitidn where his own women was concerﬂed
end yet he wanted to be free to have his fling with the others, He
had found\tﬁe black women very exciting and so all anyone had to do
was to suggest that the white women might find the black wm man
equally exciting. But the excitement is that of the forbidden fruit."
Snel paused end smile, 2 far away dreamy smile thet briefly softened
- his stern face, "I remember how importent it was when I was young

to have one's first bleck girl....It was & combination of the
mysterious and the forbidden and all the sweeter for thet., I should
be surprised if it is any diffifent today, in spite of gll these
tsupid néw lews."

"No different, sir," Ven As seid quietly. "Only more difficult."

"Because of the laws?"

FYes. But mainly because of the women., I understand in your days
they were willing.s..."

He beceme brisk and businesslike,

The softness went out of Snel, /"You cennot do whet ﬁfoy'are doing
without building up a .storehouse of hatred....Now, for this thing....

Ven As replied equally briskly:

"I'gee 2 men from Pretorie waiting for me with their master file
on Nkosi. The Natal records show no-one missing, I rather suspect
its a cover for a resl identity end that would meke it difficult,

But I'd like to heve = go at it, sir."

"Allright: drop everything else."

"I'd like maximum clesrance and co-operation from the police,
sir.” |

*You'll get it. And the letter...."

"I'drlike to answer it."
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"Thenk you," e

Snel's secretary cam; in with a tray of lettem Vaen As knew
that pert of this one's duty waé to report to the local perty eny
tl‘sign of diﬂloyalty inside the office, so he remained silent
until she left,xtkmxm£fimmx Then he wentzothe window and turned
%the airconditioning temperature control\baqk'to ‘cold'. By this
time Snel was immersed in the new batch of letters so he did not
notice Van As leaving. ‘

phoned for

In his own office, Kerl Ven Ag/m=iims his secretary to bring
in the man from Pretoria, When she did usher the men in she
towered over him like a golden Amazan; The men was smell, round
shouldered, very sallow, and he wore heavy glasses with very powe;ful
lenses. He would look like en ordinary desk bound little men in any
other presence; small nondesceript but normally humen, Standing .
beside Miss Anna De Wet, however, he was reduced to something thet
seemed slightly less than humen: = sickly, shrunkeq, ereattdre, sluglii
in its paleness._

The contrast between the girl and the man irriteted Van As,

He knew that/f usin;?;urelyﬁ tkmxphysical stendards of/%ﬁg enmhal,
she had judged this little men anddismissed him. Now, it secemedhmx
that she lingered there to emphasis the contrast.

There was an edge to his voice as he seid:

"Thankfoghx Miss De Wet! That's all!"

Whenever he called her lMiss De Wet in that voice she always
regcfed as though he had slespped her. Now, he watched es first.
hurt then rage ﬂhswed in her eyes. Then she turned end shut the
door behind her,

P
He held ou® his hand to the little man then indiceted a cheair,

'

€l
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 Ven As seid: "well!® %

"Your keffir, Nkosi, has gi%en us a lot of trouble.” His voice
was wesk end regdy end yet menaged to convey a feel of great
aqﬁhority.

ﬁ% opened‘one briefcese and mxxefxXix extrected 2 number of
files fron it., He stacked these carefully t% the left of him on
the desk. Then he opened the second briefcﬁse end $dacked its pile

of files %o his right on the desk. >

pr———— —

(a1l fhere,"’gfﬁ?aid looxing from the one pile to the other,
Next, he took an officiel looking envelope from his breast pocket
eand took from it the Passbook of 'Native, Richard Rkosi'., With an
air off dé;icacy, the air of one handling something very special,
he opened the Passbook to t@g vage thet showed the picture end the‘
g}tal facts end figures concern;hg '‘Native Richord Nkosi'. He put
the- Passbook between the two piles of files, "All here," he repected

"Forged?" Van As esked,

.“No sir!" The little men showed stained yellow teeth in a smile
of reluctent admiretion, "The book is reel; a few slight changes
here and there, but nothing even the expert would notice."

"But you noticed...."

"You fletter me, Mr, Ven As, I didn't. I exemined the book,
cpecked it with the msster file end found nothing wrong with it."

"Butesoss"

"I know sir, The slight adjustments mede in the book had also
be32 made in the masterrfile, 80 Passbook and mester-file agreed
in every detail end every respect down to the lest comme and fullstop

"Then how did you find what you cell the flaw?"

" Thesge fila.k gir! These contein the scurce documents. The

‘g 3 ’.'}A
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master-file of every Native is builffup from these source documents,
You know the form, sir."

"I'm afpeid I don't."

"I'm surprised., I know most people are ighorant of the things
we do 2t Records but I would have thought that everyone in Security
would have at least & working knowledge. Anyway, birth registration,
school regiatratibn, the old time pass registrations, the oldtime

‘Btr&vel permits, residence permits, work permits, tex receieipts,
everything: we have carbon.copies of all these in our files. So we
czn tell you not only when end where s Native was born, but also
how much time he spent 2t school, when he took his first job and
with whom, and how much he was paid; we can alsc tell, slmost to
the hour, when he mede his first trip from his village or location,
qpere he went, when he arrived there =nd how long he stayed. In
fact, we have, in these files, an almost complete record of everything
thet heppens to a Rative from the moment of birth to the moment of
deeth., He cen dg nothing of any importence without it coming into %
these files,"

"Only Natives?" Van /s asked guietly.

figein the 1little men showed his teeth.

"No gir., We sre reasching e point where we cen give you & complete
record of every single person in the lsnd., Our system of Native
control is netursally most perfect, Wé‘ve been a2t it longest. But you
Just give us 2 little more time - as little as snother two yearéZénd
we'}l be eble to do for you with everyone what we csn now do only
for the Natives: ﬁﬁild up en almos%t dey-by-~day record of & person's
life from our files.A O0f course, we're up against e serious spece

problem, We heve the largest governmert building now but we're



140

elrecdy desperately overcroﬁded. But that's en internel matter."

"And I'm sure you'll get all the spesce you went..."

"Oh yes., We'll get it, VWe're too vaolueble for them to refuse,
But I'd eppreciste it if you'll keep to yourself téét fact that
we're building as complete a system of control for others as we've
done for the Natives, I don't know why but most people seem shy of
government heving & complete record of fheir lives, Can't see any-
thing wrong with it myselfeees" _

"Unless you break the law," Van As murmured.

"But there sre some lew-2biding peoplesL know - "

“Yea," Ven As cut in quickly, "there sre people like that."

The little men seemed to withdraw into himself suddenly, énd now
Van As was sware of a sharp and sengitive intelligence 21 work, '

"Sorry: dadn't mean to ‘bore _you," the little man said,

*But you didn't, Depressed me a little perhaps.”

Now he almos®t felt the forceful probing of the little man's
intelligence, It w;s this that.the Anna de Wets of this world would
always miss ond itherefore under-rate,

"You one of the shy ones too?"

"Suppose 80," he s2id cerefully.

The little man let out a dry, resping lsught.

"Tou're in very distinguiched compeany. Just two deys ago my
chief got 2 serious telling-off from a2 very aenior Cabinet Minister
becsuse theAM1nister found out how complete a file we had on him.....f

*What heappened?” Van As was suddenly interested. :

"Nothing," the little man smiled, "He wanted ué to destroy his
file but we don't destroy files,.;.I khow whatyou're thinking, Mr,

Ven As., Perheps one dey someone will come who will use the contents
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of the files tc buiid up sn empire of power for himself, The esnswer
is thet there will be & file on that person t00....."

"Which could be destroyed or doctored....“ . .

"You're thinking how the mester file of your case wes doctored?”

"Yes,"

"But don't you see the beauty of it! Becruse of your cese we
ere meking a routine check of all our mester files, Our computers
are working overtime and this checking job which would have been 831
but impossible a gew brief yeors age should be done in between three
and six months, By fthat time we will heove devised something that ‘
i% proff ageinst this kind of doctoring., 4lso, #e will arrive at
a pretty ciose esitimate of the tirle when the master file was tamperéd
witheeeo

"And that will give you 2 pretty clesr idea of the people who
were working on that section of records at the time of the tampering.

"You've got iti"

vKarl Ven As hesitated then looked straight at the little men,

"Don't misundersténd me, But who keep files on people like =
you end your,chief?"

The little men lowered his head till his chin nesrly résted on
his chest; he stayed thus for the vest part of half asminute, then
he raised his head, took off his glasses, fished e hapdkerchief out
of his pocket end polished the glesses vigorously, thw while peering
at Kerl Van As through very pale, very wesk eyes, He wes, suddenly,
a very helpless end hslf-blind little man., Then he s2id, qﬁietly,
softly, musingly: 8 :

"You know Mr., Ven A8, you've put your finger on the great flaw

in Records, There is & handful of us on whom nobody can keep files,
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We =re the keepers of the records but we are above the records

because we =re not entd‘bd," An odd smile played scross the helpless

looking face. "It worries #le ~ so much, I sometimes wake up in the

. -

night." o

Then the little man put on back his glasses end once more»VQn
As wes in the presence of a forceful and searching intelligence.,
Suddenly, Xorl Van As felt mfxmkid fear os a strong physical force;

: intelligent

but, sitting there foeing the/little man with the bad teeth, this
brand of fear seemed foolish snd feneiful in the extreme,
- The little man looked ot his watch, "Ah, my plene leaves in
jus# over an hour, Better get over our business.”

"Yes: the flaw,"

"Very simple and very clever, the little man ssid., "Instead
of forging a Passbook, they forged a person. The man you went; the

men exiieR whose piciture is on the Passbook, is not Richerd Nkosi. {

| In fact the files will show that the real Richerd Nkosi died five
yeers ago, thet his Passbook has been uséd at lesst twice before,
end thet each time the photograph of the forged person wes officially*
stamped at Reeords. The picture of this present Richaerd Kkosi was
stemped o% Records seven months ago and it could only heave been done
bx?%ﬁeoiandful of us who sre ebove the records.;.Jusr look et this," |
He opened @& file end pushed it across the desk to Van As. He waited
till Ven As head finished then he pushed enother file acrosé, And so

a8 file followed fileemerged 1
slowly, bit by bit,/the picture/of how the Pessbook end the name of

¢ dead men hsd been used by the underground., ImsxtheryxxExthexfiimsn
gxxE According to the files, the {irst forged person had clesn -
1
disappeared, Bul his neme &nd his background and his history were 3

there on record., And there were neet snd cereful notetions to suggesti

]

4
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thet he had skipped the country, probsbly fmr tc some cormunist
stete for treining in g@errille werfere. And & special, boxed note
sgid thet this wan wes Qaﬂterous and his return would be & serious
disesfer for the country ;o e print of his pic¢ture had been sent
to every point of‘entry into the country with instructions to shoot
cn sight, The picture was thet of a peeceful-iooking, sleepy-eyed,
puffy~fﬁceq and not x@ too bright young msn in his early thirties.
Aecording to the records hi#s forebeears were of the Xosa tribe but
almost 2ll Xose charecteristics had been crossbred out of him by
generations of city-dwelling, snd his face now was the de tribelised
face of just one of the many millions msueh %to be found in the dark
beckwaters of the greet cities end towns of the land, A dangerous
men, & wanted man, an enemy of the state: the first forged Richard
Rkosi whose real neme the methodical oragnisation of Records had
proved to be Welter Mahlangi. |
The second fofged Richard Nkosi had been one of these doubtful,
borderline coloureds, fhe type where the registration officers had
to toss e coin to deoide whether he should be classified coloured or
black, This gne had been classified coloured anff the slightly grester
freedom of movement enjoyed by 2 coloured had made him a good choice
as courrier for the underground. He hnd been caught =2nd sentenced
to death and executed 2s John Voerster: it was only now, two yeers
that they hed found out
nfter his decth/thet Voerster had slipped intbo and out of the identity
of Richerd Nkozi, :
Mnally, the little men pushed the last of the files alPoss to
Ven As,
"Shot's the one you went,” he ®meid, "We hesven't much on him,

The fcet of ‘his birth, his neme,..."is father was a privileged induna
.
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ofithe Joh'burg mines so he lived outside the mine compound with
his women so the child weas 'borix -in Joh'burg. The indune was 2 minor
chief celled Dube. The boy was memé Richerdf. And thet sbout s1l
we have on the bhoy. When %My came back to Natal no records were
kept and so we heve nothing on this one end scores of hundreds of
others, }md the person respousible for Rative Affairs in this part
of 'the world £t thet time is desd. So we know nothing sbout the
latest Richord Rkosi evxcep' thet his resl neme is '1011&.(3. Dube.sns™

Hold on! Hold on! Xerl Van As told himselfyend 3tara§_i at the

#oingle sheet of puper in the folder tidl he felt himself under
* control. | » N % & "

"Hot even & picture?” Ven As 8add earo:mlly.f-x &m

"Only the duplicate of _this 11] ‘t.he masta r~¢i§.q.

Ven As held out his hand wﬁ the little man pmahed the Passbook
ascross the desk, .

Rarl Von.As hraqed lqiméelf before looking 2% the picture in
the Pessbook; he \DhQ\himself what to expeed; but just to meke sure
he yressed the bu?mr for hls aecretary, and i?{ was _only when he
aeard n@r at uaejdoor,zfux only when he knew that tz'.g lia@e man's
attention was dlatrna;, d by her entrznee, that ‘w lgckea down qumkly.

It was as he n*—:dﬁgxpeaﬁd, and yet he felt the 361‘& of emitem@n‘k.

Had the little m&mot_mcn loaking at Anna de wﬂ: he ﬁwla have
i

noticed, TYes! e meg,tniﬁf‘; Q, this latest forged per sop! Then, as

. this %QWW%JMS consciousness.

He looXxed uP Pnd *&'he ?tm man wes sniling at him,

an acv of will, ae ’o‘

“1I know aomathing sbout how cumning you people from Security

are, Mr, Vol As. _And of coyrse I leoked you up ‘before I came end I

* -
prviee; 80, if you went %o copy
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1 enything here you cen-do so withour resorting to eny subterfuge,
v I préxﬁise not to‘mention enything I see or heer here to eny persoh.,"
fwi: Karl Van As smiled & broad conspiratoriel smile to cover.
ais reliei’; ' ’ * o \ : ‘
“"We're not e2ll thet good you know, 1 Just wented liss de Wed
to meke & copy of the 1littlg you have on Dube.” He pessed ‘thé lest
118 with its single sheet to his secretsry. Quickly, she copied
the contends of the sheet :mto her note book. Then ne/m%he
Passbock to her."These too." He {l=shed a suile ot the little men,
Sconfident and sure of himself now, "I understand the police hm;e
(.opieﬁ of tn.. picture®® b - 'i( ;
\ “derribly vad ones. His mother wouldn't idmnﬁiy him ‘b,,r those,"
o
“Then we'd better let them-have others.” -' 3‘
"I shink so %too. You Sound very clearcut suddenly."
“I have all the facts now,"
. & "And know whafj to do7" .
; "I think 80, e facts dictate a certain linegof enqui r;yj "
"You mow they're very worried about this thinﬁ’in Pretoris,”
e NI knows! ¥ : : .

b
& 3{.\\‘ 2 Rl

g . "Then -that's it, dir. Vem As," Ine “1ittle mon g@f Upe
"Why not ;)OH me ggr lunech, " mrl Van As sugg @sted. ®

¥
The little sen rsng@y'ﬁ head, ’Very kind of you ®utl 1%5@

very long flight up 2’3 - ‘herd dsy shged tomorrow, I1'd like

‘ﬁihle. fut “g«gm €0 much," He packed

‘e%c”ses. :

“

to get back as soon

his files back :m‘bo the b
To his secretary,  /heAs seid: "Ceox rmdy’"” .

She n‘o&ed.’ The litide m=n
the strappih"é géden girl‘ '

back: "Good hunting!" .- .

ook hands v.ith Ven A and followed

ordHe peuaed there and called
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Gocod hunting!
£
Good hunting indeed! A wave of bitler dejection swept over
Korl Ven As, end mingled wi¥® a4t was sense of
; -
resentnent which, becrusc it was direcied &t no-one and nothing in
perticulsr, threatened to fegd on iitselfl to overpowering proportions.
But after & while, .28 usual, he got the better of his emotions and
thought took the ploce of feeling. Depression and & hint of deéspair
remained, of course, ut es & femiliecr undereuryent with which he
“hed leernt to live,
: Hicherd Rkosi-Richard Dube., Richsrd Dube, the third forged
| A liichepd Fkosi as the little men fyxom Hecords called tuem., He recalleg
e small man
' the, Richerd Dube he im hod known, A /Xxktke mhmy wilh 2 great stillnes
about him; & men of ert end sensibilities. But shen, they whole 4 4
-seen from e

world,/im Peris, hed seemed # plece of art and sernsibilities, The

. ¢ clear-eyed, direct way the littie chep had looked«uat him when "they
. - - ~ * 2

first mete.. Voot Wes the name of the little French girl who®hed
ngen him 1o th& PEX Ty ?. e s olléever nind., Not importent. Vhat is

importent ia gt Dubve wes therei quietly heving e good %ime‘ One
of those big studio effeirs where most of the people goi ewfully

and :
drunk,/where junior diplomsts hed to wetch their step and avoid

gelting publicliy compromised with some ell-t0o=willing pretity miss.‘
1% had been ¢ predty mixed perty - all {ypes, reces and colq 8 =
the kind thet would have given the gaod oid iuteh Reformed ¥hurch
elders in ZPretoria th@.Wil;ies hed they known thet some of their
brightest young L aﬁ?enaedf. Dube hed seémed gudet end subdved
veside the bubbling, rather cockyws exhuberance of the mxhmx West

. : o5 _

ifricens end VWest Indiens mkxike %h&l’: end he hed seemed genuinely
: : R
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more relaxed, with greater inner meserves then the other derk-skinned
guests, not chippy et ell, But certeinly not burble or cringing.,
ind then the girl - whet the devil wes her nepe? - recognised him
Dube snd purred *'Richerd' inse wey ithet mede him Jeslous. But she
L]

hed introduced them end thet wes somethingeeee

Ven As leened beck end ciosed his eyes, trying the recell
the deteils of thest encounter,

the girl - demmit whet wes ‘her neme%- hed scon reeogni&edvzome-
one else end left them, Vhet hod they velkel sbout? Awfully herd
to rexember nt this distence in tire, #hefli figs 1t, seven, eight years

Twe things stood out sherply: :
ego?/ $km one,viziiiporemexkereixihirgrys\the grect stillness that

.
was ebout ther, as though he radipted Boeces rrid two, the skzxp strong
A P -

Teel \of belongfing thot wes hetiween, ther from the moment they locked

et esch octher snd exchonged wonds, They were the only South Afriq‘F&1

rt thet psrty end althousk they were meeting for the first time,
and scciel
nd slthough .hey cendfrop different recisl end colouvr,inekzEnmix

endeulfursl "hd udunﬁtlon"” ond fnnnemiﬁ beckgrounds, the foct of

v

being South “Tl@“ﬂﬁ set them apert, in o very speecisl and striking
£

wey, Irom SRl fhe other people nt the party. The things common t6

then, the shored birsh in the sane land, neornings with the seme sun

- o
)
’__I

coming up over "hills Pﬂu mountning whose reelity they shared, and

end essimileting

with the some mists whierning valleys they botheknew; bresthingf as

- ;
they grew,the feel and the tensions and the hurts and the tender=—

‘nesses and the horshnesses of the lﬁnd, a apecial vision, ® speciel

comprehension, 2 special compnaasion, specinl words, images, Jjokes
postures, ways of speech, of sating and laughing amnd making love
and hoting united them and nll those born in the lond, and made

. .

them different from sll other human bhgings who are not South Africen,

-
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A11 tiis had invested thet meeting with Dube with ihe rare

uelity essociatkd with discovery.....hings begen to come back
(i %) " 9

but mistily, from the very far, eighi-yeer-old recesses of the i
mysterious storehouse o HENOIY..eso He had menvioned this South |

Africen thing to Bubé, end the sense of discovery he feld asbout
it.%% ind cleerly, scrpss the gulf of time end syace end & world
of intervening petlty experiences, he hesxrd the‘voiee or hkichsrd Dube
&5  clésrly &s he had heerd it that far-off night:

¥2ut we hove Ho lesve South Africe To dis€over he wwenscendent .
: ,

A

inporience of our South Africenness: ircnde @nd tregicy, is 1% not?"
ind now everything wes clesr, =5 though repenbering the Sound
2 % & .
£ Dube's voive wes the key o the past ol thet specisl night, FHe

couid recell, nowy, =ll the deteklss what Dub@‘loakgd like, whed

¢

he wore, how me moved his hendsy the timbre of his voice, the lings' -
.l e, VN : Lo LN 3 s
around his mouth end the disconceriing direciness of kis gsze.?ﬁ..
. - -

ind of course he couldy now, rememver the girl's nepe ﬁg?: ngnique,

as nice cnd ordinyrvas the girl hergelfeees

s -

E QN 4 4 : . ¢ '
shey lLed Yeliled, he remembered now, 8s Scuth AT icens de outside
South Lfrice gbont South Afries enc Scuth Africens - end, ci course,
coleur. Sut he hnda been inhiblited by lube's remsrk that South Africans

had tc¢ lesve South Africe in order %u discover the tirenscendsnt
; _ \ .
importonce of their Souith Africsngness. It hed been seid gently,

without sny nint of rebuke or eéven criticism, Buv its impght had

devastated Ven As and he hed felt dissrned aud 2% 8 di

and se unwilliing o commiv oy even declisre himself., And so the talk

; 2ll

had become/surfoce snd politeness, with bolh swgre 4
s '

vantege,

)

e possibility

of rezl cont=ct but with one Wﬂitf%g for the & Cmove ond the

other gfreid to meke it
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The following night, after geteing the eddress Irom Lionique,
he hod walked by wey of the square aflﬁan-Sulpic& up . the unarrow
Rue Servendoni to the leaoning old house near tne top, Once he
had cliimbed the steirs to the very door of the situdio on the fourth
filoor, but then coursge hed deserted nim and he had come down with—
out inocking., Then he had welked up and down tne nerrow sireev
with its lesnling houses, hoping that_Dube would come out so tnat
tae& could attempt a2 new beginning with what eppesréidf a eﬁsualﬁ
eneounﬁgr. But the svudio light had sTteyed bn; ube had not come
out; snud wnen Uke people of the norrow streée¥ vegen to eye him
suspiciously, ue nad left.,... and now Richerd Dube, vrt st, was
Ricarwd Naosi, wanted underground sgent, :

He Tought oif a wave oi wiler weariness, got up end went out

by the private door vhat 1ed, oy way of tne 1litile dark pgpssage; 4
\ ‘

-
to_the privetde door ol Ir. Smed, ; A -
& 5.
Hal way there, e pulled up, s8tood deep in tThought r a while,

then swung sbowui abrupiiy snd wentl back Go his offi%g‘ .

S
= >

Richard Dube, artist: Richard Dubé, undefgrougﬁiggent. the
sudden wcalih awong the detainees, the evidence that the underground
sudg@nly has all the money 1¥ needs, ail vils could wmesn only one
things: Jube had brought money into the country. He had come by way
of the aea.

He pic&;ed‘up ais privsie phone snd diadlied the priva’c& numoer
of the hend oi’. the Natal C.I.D, a \

"Japie? Koarl Van As, Yes, I want the itwo felliows who spotted
Coe tzee~Vies thuizen, xias. I um.ngf. have a .ﬁd.;ﬁ LI want® thew now,
I think your Hative wes the money courler and frou the seea,
 § ﬁent to drive ouv there with them., Yes: fine, See you,™

E 3
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He put down the phone and the thought jumped 2+ him: If Dube
was the money courfier znd if he wes in the comopeny of Costzee~
Westhuizen ﬁhenVCoetzee-Westhuizen muast alse heve been £n agent
of the underground, The white m2on who h=2d been declsred coloured
hed revenged himself by serving the underground, He recslled Dr,
Snel hsd suggested thie might hevpen at the heisht of the famtzam

Yesthuizen scendel, At the time he, Kerl Ven As, had felt that

the ¢ld m=zn wss resding more into whet wes efter ell an unfortunate

»
rexrzonnl tragzedy for one men: now events/hed wroved the old men

right, Wezthuizen h2d become Coetzee snd Coetzee~Wegthuizen hed

(1]

been the gzuide who brought the men 4n from the z2e,

Lgrin he dislled the nrivate number of the hesd of the Natal
CeleDs

"Jopie, me 2zoin, “Aboutostzee-Westhuizen - 1'4 iike a dstailed

! (Qﬁkt of zverybody he hos ecome into conteset with over the pest three

Ton*hs; repest everyhody — without 2';,c(:av‘lrion.....Y__....Doe:sn"l;
ma‘%@r who oriwhatssese¥88c0sssThe 0ld men hes been on to youp fine!
Give it top prioPityeeeseslo, can't tell you yet. But if you give me
everybody he's hed eny deslinz with I'm sure his link with the
underground will be one of them, Oux problem is to recognise snd
identify that link,,..Yes, I've no doubt he served them,...I don't
know thet yet: 1t doesn't meke gense for Pogo to kill en agent of
the underground - nt leest, not en the surfece, But therae's something
under the surfsca to be fcund. Y2S0sseee iBBeaees 300N 28 possible and
ps it comes in, Remember no ded#®il is too trivial. Tot siens.”

Yo tidied ufe ddsk mechenioslly, locked the draw thet contained
his confidential papers, was@ed‘hnd tidied up in his private weagh-

room end went out for lunch, letter his secretary know where"ﬁ
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After lunch he drove to his flat and changed from his immaculate
city clothes into kheki bush clothing and tough but soft Boer walking
boots, He was tying the gunbelt round his waist when Anne de Wet
phoned through to ssy that the two police patrolmen had arrived, He
began to ¥ell her to send them round to his flat, then changed his
mind: ke fewer the people who knew wh;re he iive@ the better. TYou're
a damn fool, Karl Ven As, he told himself dispassionately. He told
her to tell the peatrolmen to weit. ‘

He srrived at the office five minutes later. Anna de Wet had
obvigusly hed & wonderful time with the. two petrolmen, She was all
vibrent enimal, glowing, strong, rudely heelthy. And while he shook
their hends the two patfolmen could not quite sheke free from the
‘spell she h=d cast over them. He felt unkind sbout it but could
not suppress the thought of two dogs 2nd a bitch on heatt Life here
in this room, for now, wés reduced to & most unsophisticated end
overpgwering sense of sex: gnd reduced to this it was sordid beyond
words. 311:21; Fleetingly, for no more than th;ee seconds, the
distaste he felt showed on his face. W *

Anna de Wet sew and misread hi§ expression., Jealous! she tgld
herself triumphantly; Jjeelous et lést! Only & hint of it, but enough!
Quite enough for a start. Yes, qui%e enough....And how very Afrikaner
he looked dressed for the outdoors. This wes the resl Kerl Van As,

the reel descendent of the Voorfrekker Paul Van As end his wife,
Elsie, who had been with that%%ﬁall honoured bend who had gone forth
to conquer a wild leand and wgfkhnd'laid the foundations of this
nation with their blood end téiir sacriftte. One dey, when he hed
rediscovered who and whet he we#y, when he had turned his back on

that world thet now holds such attrection for him, she will lie
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beside him and in a moment of pesce and hermony between them,
perheps efter loving, she will tell him about his great-greest
grandfather Paul and his wife Elsie, and how her own encestor had
left & disry thet told of the meeting hetween Péul Ven As and Elsie
Bezuidengyut in the deys of the Greet Trek and of the flowering of
love between them and of their merriasge and Jf the death of Paul
at the battle of Vegkop....One day she would take.out thet diary
and show it to him, But not yet, not till he had found his way
back ?? his own people: and the way back was through her. This was
something she had known for a long time‘now, for nearly ell of the
three yeers that he h=ad been back from working overseas and thet
she had worked for him, She had watched and waitedeeoeoo

She noted his instruétions mechanicelly end smiled warmly for
the benefit of the éatrolhen. Then she wes alone in the office.

esesesehe had watched and waited this longs ;he;g:%gh end wait
8 little longerieeee v ;

The telephone reng snd e brisk, businesslike Miss Anna de Vet
answered it. e &

 "This is the plece,” the first petrolmen, the cne with the

gruff voice said. He was the driver and the spokesmen, but on the
long drive V-n As hed discovered thet it was his psrtner, she smeller,
gquieter ohe who wes the bféina of the partnership. Gruff Voice
eppeered to lead but on all importent mattersﬂhe automaticelly looked
to his pertner for guidence in the form 6% quiet suggestion..Sp now
\he said, "This is the place", end looked quickly for the nod of
confirmetion from his parimer, ‘Shey stopped and got out oflﬁhé

peirel car.,
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Ven As walked about looking at the ground, both on the highway
gnd a little off it, but there wes nothing to see, nothing to
connect this spot with the encounter between these two snd Coetzee-
Westhuizen and Nkosi=-Dube, He thought: I really have no business to
withold what I know eabout Dube from Snel. He wes conscious of the
patrolmeg wetching him, almost 28 though they expected him to perform
some feet of magic, The #ribslism in us, he smile‘d inwardly.

"Tell me agein whet happened," he said,

The first time, in the cer, Gruff Voice had told the story. Now
the quiet one told it, more sharply, more elear, more incisively,
bringing in deteilgd thet had been missing from Geuff Voice's sccount.
When he had done Ksrl Van As felt thet he knew everj?etail of what
had happened. Dube had scted his part perfectly, mucﬁ better then
Coetzee-Westhuizen., '

*What aroused your suspicion?”

"Something sbout Coetzee -~ of course we know now he wesn's
realiy Coetzee -~ there wes an odd unnaturalness sbout him....“

"Remember you connected him with all the other things," Gruff
Voice cut in.y :

"*That waes afterwafds," the quiet one said,

"a&nd the Native?" Karl Van As ss2id, "The Lkaffir?"

"He looked allright. You know, sBartled and shocked because
he'd been asleep. Nothing suspicious.”

"You looked in the car?¥

"Briefly, before the Notive woke up. Nothing in it, only en
old beg with his things, imxxix"

"Checked it?"

"No, I've seen 8o many of these smelly keffir bags, and that
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one really stank, sir!"

He thought: Allright, here's you piece of magic, and saidj,
quietly =2nd deliberately and cslculated to impress:

"Thet bag was stuffed with\money; probably more money than all
three of us heve seen together in all our lives.?

Gruff Voice said "Allejesus!"

The quiet one suddenly looked drewn and pinched.

"And I let them go," K; seid bitterly.

"Not your fault," Ven As murmured. "Could happen to any of us.,
To me, How were you to know,"

The quiét one shook his head: "Not to you, sir....And the Native
was the big one?"

"Yes, He had come in from the sea: Coetzee-Westhuizen was
bringing him in in order to protect him egeinst just what hsppened -
meeting up with 2 patrol.,”

"tnd I let them go," tﬁe quiet one repeated with & world of
self;reproaché.

Gruff Voiece murmured: "A bagful of money!"

The land 2bout them wes flet ané scrublike, = sudden patch of
 the perfhed Kerroo in normelly lush tropical Natel,

"Where's the roed to the beech you mentioned?"

"About 2 mile further," the quiet one seid, "It's more a treck
then & roed." He looked down 2%t his hends end clenched them,

That's what you'd like to do with Richerd Dube, Kerl Van As
thought. Aloud, he said: "You must hesve hed a2 close look at him,"

"The Netive; yes, I suppose I didecees"

"Think you'll recognise him?"

Suddenly, explosively, the quiet one let out a string of bitter,
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obscene curses that encompassed the Native and his mother and his

mother's mother and his father and his father's father; end while
he mouthed them his body trembled end his face worked. When it was
over he shook himself as one coming out of a storm. He evoided

Van As's eyes and mumbled: "Sorry, I had to do that,.,"

Kerl Van As fought down the disgust that well up in him in
waves, This one, he knew, was more representative of his people
then he himseélf was: this a;e and Anne de Wet end Gruff Voice end
the little men from Records and a million and more others, But
the knowledge was cold comfort and the sense of déspair which he
had always mamaged to escape when he was out in the country weas
strongly with him now., Soon the reality of his people will teke
from him the solace he had found in the open veld., A pert of his
mind whispered: The circle groﬁi smaller, 4

"Come, I want to see the road to the beach."

They got back into the car ashd drove for a mile further along
the highway then they turned off it to the left and bumped across
the land, Betraeing the way Coetzee-~Westhuizen had come when he had

brought the courier with the money from the sea, At the solitary

house & mile from the beach they found an old couple who had chosen

to live out their retirement cut off from the.reat of the world,

They were hostile but the patrolmen assured Van As they were allright

As on the roed, the rock outcropping on the beach gave no clue to
the coming of Nkosi-Dube; but steanding there Kerl Ven As built up

a remarkably accurate picture of what had happened. The thing now,

e »

he thought calmly, is to find the living link, the person to whom
Dube was handed over, He began walking away from the beach as he

imagined Coetzee-Westhuizen and Dube-~Nkosi would have done,
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‘Gruff Voice made to follow him but the quiet one gestured for
him to stay back. |

"He doesn't want us now, He's_found.what he wented.,"

"But he only stood and stared...." Gruff Voice seid.

"Are you blind; man?"® %here wes a hint of tolerent contempt in
the quiet one's voice. "Come, we'd better fake the car to the road.”

"Butessos"

"He'll come out there."

"If you seay so," Gruff Voice said doubtfully.r

"Come on!"

It was a little over an hour later that the wsiting patrolmen
sew Karl Ven As come striding across the barren land towards the
\ highwey. He looked lean eond Jlong and he moved with the easy loping
grace of the African sntzigpx leoperd, &t home in wild and
solitary places. ‘ ' '

When he resched the patrol car the qﬁie%\one leid his hand on
the ﬁim of Gruff Voiee to stop him speaking., Van As looked back
2t where he had come from then he got into the car and said "Drive
along" in =2 remote, impersonsl voice, '

At every turning off the highway, wherever there were signs of
& ninor road or even & irack thst cduld teke a car, he told Gruff
Voice to go along it. And so they spent the afternoon following
one track after another until, =2t last, fﬁ the very late afternoon
when the sun sat low on the horizen, they turned into the track
that Uocetzee~Westhuizen hed teaken with the courier from the sea,
They pulled up 2t 2 point not fer from where Coetzee~Westhuizen had
pulled up, Kerl Van As got out., They were,now, on the edge of

canefieldé; snd the cane tops rose highgr then the height of the

ol
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patrol car, Ven As welked this way end that, examining the ground
cerefullyf until he ceme tc sn opening beiween two cesnefields; it
was the wid%h of a ten-foot rosd way, enough to teke & smell tractor,
gx cutter or loader, He followed the opening & little distence,
eyes sesrching as he went., Agein there wss nothing to see, hothing
to find; but sgein, as éown et the besch, his nerves tingled pesinfully
and some primeval, inexpliceble, perception, perheps an instinet

going beck to men's more pronouncedly =snimsl pest, told him thatx
he had found the point whererthe link between Coetzee-~Westhuizen
end the underground had been made. He stered about him intently,
as though willing the xzzwhkei esrth sand the tall cene shoots to
tell him what he wented to know.

Back &t the car, Gruff Voice looked &% his wetch and grumbled:

"We'll spend the night here at this ratel"”

“So what?"

"I went to get home."”

“You knowewho he is?"

"Sure: bloke Trom Security nemed Van As,®

The quiet.one shook his heesd pityingly. :

"You should read, men; or listen to what ggés on, This bloke
from Seeurity, as you c%ll him, hes more pull then anybody else
in Fatsl and more than most of the lesders in the whole lsnd., He
was secretary to the President before the President beceme President;
end he worked with the Prime Minister before he wes Prime Minister.
They sey he's o favourite of both, Last few times the Ferelgn Ministex
weni overseas he went along as chief adviser."

“"Then why's he in Securiiy now?"

"That how they trein these people for high places."

e
e
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"I'd still like té go home,"

"You've no ambition beyond bedding your wife! She'll still be
there when you get back - and sl1l the wermer for the waiting., It's
e wonder that you come out to werk £t all.....You know,.whenever
there's & 3 special and importent party or whenever e big foreign
visitor comes they invite him to stey at the Presidentisl Palace..."

"Mlright: so he's importent; does thet mesn we've got to stay
here éll night?" "

"D'you went to spend the rest of your life eas # lousy petrolmen
going on nightshift every fwo weeks?" |

"Nossses"

"Well then; & casual word from him meens wore then twénty
recommendations for promotion from the sergeentecees”

"There he is! He's waving tc us to come."

"Drive on and teke it essgy; end don't show sny eesgerness. They
gey this one is devilish clever snd I've seen it for myself'now; 80
you just be quiet: heer!"”

"L11lrigh%l” Gruff Voice snepped sullenly e he moved the car
forwerd. ~ »

Ven As got into the cer and directed them té}g:xxx along the
lane between the two fields cf cene, A couple of miles s&along,
pest ¢ smell pumphouse, the lsne eplit in two, one leesding to the
estate house snd the other, in & gentle cIimb back to the rosd.

Ven Aes wes puzzled., FHe wes convinced thet the detour off the
mein rosd hed been mede end the trensfer of Nkosi-Dube had teken
plece beck there on the edge of the csnefields., But whyeeeeeo

"Allright," he seid., "Thet's as much es we can do today. We can
go‘back now, Iind thenk you both very much. You've been most helpful."
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By now the sun had gone down behind the western hills of Notal
end only itg reflection still bethed the lend in 2 subdued light
thet seemed slightly unreal. But there would not be the long end
tender twilight that is found on the Trensveal highveld. There
twilight, like spring, has e lingering{ trensitional quality to its
tenderness, Here, in tropicel Natel, it was like the flick of a
‘switch: the sun goes down: tThe land is bethed in its afterglow;
click, the afterglow is goﬁe; darkness is on the land,

Gruff Voice switched on his heedlamps. The patrol car picked
up speed and steadied to & gentie cruising hum et sixty miles,

Once, the quiet one turned back to Van As end murmured:

"We hope you foﬁnd what you looked for, sir."

Ven As said "Thank you,” with off-putting dryness.

There was no further attdmp% at conversation till the petrelemn
dropped him outside his office building, Then}iﬁ ggidz'

fhxxnnxkaxn #1'd like you gentiemen to do a litile work for me
tomorrow, In fac®, I'd like you to drop whatever else you're doing,
get into mufti as eerly @s you like tomorrow end go back to where
we spent this afternoon, I'm sure somebody must have seen Coetzee-
Westhuizen's cer on its way to méet the Hative with the money, end
I'm also sure that somewhere along the line someone must heve seen
another cer sometime during that night, Ask sround snd dig sround
tilli you find out. Takd as much time as you need, & day or two or
three., But you realise of course that the longer it takes the less
the imm=m chances of success,"

The qQuiet one seid: "Of course, sir, How do we report? Twice
AatlyTesvs™

“You don't: not until you heve something to report. Then you
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phone my office, no matter what time of day or night,"
"Right, sir, Our sefgmnt. ———
"I'1]l errenge it, You just get out there, Goodnight."
"Goodnight, sir!"
When he thought they were out of earshot Gruff Voice looked
guickly &t his pértner and sald "You were right" with & hint of

wondering awe in his voice.

Lt the offidé one of the men on night duty geve Van Aé a sealed
nott from his secretery., He took it into his office to recd, It mm=m
tnxteiixkim gave him e series of numbers end the times et which his
perty could be reached ot sany given numbér. He checked his time,
ticked off one of the numbers sgeinst the list and colled the special
cperetor at the telephone exehsnge. The women recognised his voice
instently.

"I wes waiting for you, sir."

520u heve the list of numbers?"

"Yesy sir."

"Fine, 1'll be 2t my privete personcl number in two hours!
tinme,"

"Tertixxxigkt So the nine-fifteen number is the one,"

"Thet's right; end meke sbsolutely certein thet its clear ell
the way." v

"Right, sir, I1'll call you."

Fe thought: At this level we're devilishly efficient; wish to
God the underground people understood thet better. |

He forced sny further thought on the subject out of his mind,

He took out peper =nd pen and began to write, sefting out in fine
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detail 211 he hnd discovered sbout the cose 80 fer, his thoughts
on it and the line he felt should be persued, The only thing he
left out, the thing to which he mede no reference st a2ll, was his
personsl knowledge of the idenfity of Richsrd Dube,

Yhen he hod finished writing it wes twenty minutes to nine,

He locked whet he hed written into his confidentisl drawergd 2nd left
the office, He felt hungry end tired smddenly, snd desperately lonely,
a8 lonely as he had not felt for two years, That wes how long it was
gince he had lest seen her, ond he lknew thet Honight her sense of
pride would prevail over his.

It wes three minutes to the hour‘whem he reached his flat, It
took him slightly over ten minutes to shower snd chasnge =2nd he was
just settling down to 2 drink when the telephone rsng at his elbow,
In spite of himself he felt pride t the fineness of his timing.
Then the femilier veice came %o him, cleer as though in the next
room ingtead of in farawsy Pxmimxim Cspe Town, nearly e thoussnd
miles.nway.

"Korl,.so®

"Yegair! Good to hear your voice again,,.."

"And yours boy! Listen. This business,...l understand its been
turned over Hc YOUesees"

"Yes, sir. The man who wes Xxilled, You know, the one who called
.himself Coctzee, well he was guiding = courier who had come in from
the sea.”

"So that's where their sudden weslth comes from, We went that
men, Kerl! We went him bedly! And we want %o know whose ship carried
himeesseBut listen, Tou'll get the reports in the morning. 4 myth ‘
is being cre=ted and thet is a;@sys dengerocus, At illegel meetings
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in Pretoris snd Johannesburg and a2ll up snd down the Reef there has
been telk sbout 2 new undergroﬂnd hero who csnnoi be captured and
who cannot be killed becruse he is the svirit of freedom snd is
therefore invincible., Its popping up all_over th; place, boy!

And his neme is Richard Nkosi and they say he's just slipped into
the ecountry bringing half 2 million Rend for the underground and
that he's gone out again, And that he will come and go as he pleases
becsuse there's nothing we can do about him.ee..You iknow the sort

of thingees."

"Yessir,"

"Well boy, I don't want this thing to catch on, It could be
serious if it did, We've got to destroy the myth before it spreads,”

*That mesns catching the man who is currently identified with
the myth and putting him publicly on trial.sug.."

“fmd then destroying him publicly, boy! And I went you to do %
thet for me, for the nation! Go %to it! And we don't have much time,
We don't want the overseas press and those baboons et the United
Nations ©¥o pick it up! So I leave it in your hasnds, C=1ll for whatever
you need, Allrighi?"

"Right, sir.,"

"Fine then, I've people here so persconsl matters must wait til;
leter, Goodnight and kill that myth, Karl!"

"Goodnight, sir."

Karl Van As put the receiver back on iis stand, lesned back and
closed his eyes, After a while the phone reng agkin, He picked it up,
knowing it would be the speciel operator =2t exchange, =snd said:

"Everything wes fine, thenk you very much,"

She said:"Thenk you; goodmight, sir," and started the dismentlin

of the special connection that had disruptedkservice ell over the lan



Kerl Ven As tossed down Hﬁ% drink tnen resched for the ﬁhone
agein, It required no eonscious effort tO'redémbef the number
althourh he hed not used it, or+thought of it, for neﬂrly two years.
Be dislled it briskly, without/h;;;tation which is pprt of remembering
It reng helf a dozen times, and he felt nervous tansion gzowing in
him, Whet if she were not there? What if she hnd gone pway? Two
~ yeers is e long time, He bresthed in daoply.....lt xang four times
more then there wsas the click, He closed his eyes and welted,

Her voice hed not ehaﬂged; the coolness of it hed the old :
femilier effect of fihgers scross his forehead,’

He said:"Hello, Wildred.,!. '

The silence of & mild shock, he thought, Then she seid:

‘"Hello, Karl.ss What do ‘youw went?"

"How sre you, Mildred?"

"Does it matierf.,s."

"I deserve that, But it does matter," ¢ ‘ ¢

"Beceuse you're bored and lonely?"

Now the effect of the cool voice was savagely, cuttinglx hurtful.
He stood up to hetter withstand the painful impact; |

"And that,too," he épid nuietly., "But you're right; I ém/lonely.
Not bored, though, May I come around?" b

\

"Just like that!"”
"Yag," :
In the long silence thet ensued he swayed gently on his feet,

willing himsclf to an unnetural relexedness, the betiter to sbsord

any shock, .

4

"I thought you'd leave me alone now,"

bt
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"Sp @id I, But T een'd,"”
"Crn't? A men like you?" g@
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*Allright: won'tsy don't went to: but the real word is ¥een't' =/

for = man like me, Nil!Led...."
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Yas?"
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"To what endy Knrl?"
"Thet end do ybﬁ wnnt?“h
"Pasce of mind a.d my work, such as it 4'%8,"
find hwvé you had i% ﬁheae prnat two yanra?"
- "You're getting.more‘ﬂkilléd ot ybﬁr Wisiness everydny, Karl, "
"That really hurt.” He ssid it guietly, c:éuﬂily: but the wonan
at the other and of the line kneﬁ him, ¥mew what it ﬁéﬂn% for him %o
“say thnt, / ~; S ¢ " ' :
WWhan she apoke agnin the cutting sﬁvagery hnd left her voiwve,
"T4's just no 960d, Tlecses”

: the ,
MHave you hed/reace of mind you cravae?"

/

"NoW"
"Heithaf hsvedl. Pieasa.;.." : :
"o whet end, ¥arl? That you =nd T should ome day have to stend
up in court? You kﬁ;w this, Think of your career;....a
"Tlesge Mildredeess”
TG 17 o unhappy, lost
" There was a long pause then the, women spoke in ansxetixwmks
child's voice: "AllrighteessButessess” ' '
And Karl Van'As resched out snd completed the words and the
thought for her: ",,.,.Yes, its on my own head," Then he nllowed the
suppre&seé fendernéss to brenk through his voice: "@ive me- ten ‘

ninutes,” : \ ‘ ol oy

%
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The little Houae stood on the very edge of tRe coloured quaiter.

You heva the main rond wa'ﬁha divﬂdin~ line. between the coloure&r
gsection and ‘the Wdihb gee tuon. And by COnVOanOH the caloardds wio
live hare, Just 2cross the wey from the whites, are the best coloureds
thwxfaiweat those closest to the whi tes in 1ooks,'mnnners, educatioh,
nlfluenv». without ever dalking about i¥, or consciously thinlk ing
about it, the coloureds who live on the dividing line beheved like
peoplﬁ on neriauent hrebption. Their children never played out in
the ‘slreets tﬂey never mnﬁe sny noise; if thed hned perties or quarrels
or fighte they had ithem quietly end bnhiﬁd Qloaed doors, The wﬁitea
geross the line were of the WQrflna cls '8, or .ess, ﬁnyone who could
efford %o moved e%sgwaere £8 200D s possiblv. S0, nt the weekends,
there wes noise/ninflwhtirw end flOdlC’bOUE“ o“ sevege verbel
emchenge from the white 51&@* never frem the oolou eé gide, Most .
of the coloured houses rﬁ high wells end ldcked grtes or else
very ‘thick end veryaifigh h@daeg., The little houge on the corner .
had bbth._ Th; waldks ercuné it rose o good eight féét and were
topped V¢th two #trends of berbdd~wire end there were Jagged pieces
62 broken bottle embedded on the top offghe wells, And, towering
ebeve the W9¢ln, end in the time of flowering lltt?fln” the wslled-in
garden HERY es well es the peverent ouiside it with their fLlowers
of white end red snd violet snd blue,,ihg terrle trees, fern trees,

@ flete trees xxrpedk nede o higher, fragi"ntly Jush inner wall

: : e concrete

for the little house, Lower down, much of the/wells were hidden
behind cliibing roseg, 4nd underfoot wes £ carpet of &uan, Droode-
bir dcs, wall-cropped, grass, In fect, the l.ttl@ house on the corner |
hed beem tremsformed into en tsland of trpnquility in & world nost

lzeking in thed qurlity.

whied
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Apert from an old Grigua woman, Miss Mildred Seott lived slone in

the Rhittle house. The old Grique women was Miss Scott'sz 'inheritance’
fi"i 28 Scost

'ghe hﬂd nursed Miss Scott ns s Little child =nd when/  grew up the

old women hnd beeome her personnl meid and ettendent, laoter, when

. ‘Mildred Scott left the femily form in Gmﬁqun¢ nd Tast to.go to the

vniversity of Crpe Town the old women hed gone with her‘fc keep

hbuse for her in two rented rooms, =nd %o cook for her, end to clean
ironed
for her =nd to see fhat her clethes were glways clesn snd/xxlxssi
The olé Grique women wrs the only mmz Witness when Mildred
Scott br ught Karl Vrﬂ As to the two rooms in the quiet Cepe Town
suburb a long, long timo a0 now, | She: hnd served them their first

meal-thet night, And she hed been FrfBent on tll the other nights

to serve their needs end then etry out of their wey while they telked

]

-

end leughed snd shared fheir studies, Pften,»ahe hed prepered ¢
bezalet for them to go toithesbeech on moenlit nights. In those days,
8 dogen yerré and mere, ego, nany things-were ptlll possitle in e
-plﬁcé like Cepe Town, end especiclly emong the,ﬁeun( reorle who
ettanded %he,univeraity. There wes the need to be coutious, of
course, Eu} meny things were s+ill possible then; There were meny
discreetly conducted mixed rorities in privete hcmgn; end there werég
e few restourerts whape the lighfs were nbt §Qo bright end where

the mencgement wes prepered %o overlook(cerfa@n things prcviﬁe@\the

young men wes known to heve the right beckeground, Arnd so the pld

2

flowering of e very

Crique women hod wetched the unfolding sn

n the world

$ade

P

gpeciel relrtionshipy end it wes the wost naturel thing

»

when she found, one morning, thet the young men h-d spent the night,

She hed brsced herself then for the ineviteble dey of the wedding and

“

mede her own smﬂret ﬂl ens, When the dey hed not come she hed acoéptad

-—
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o i
that aslone fecet of thé scheme of things, nbt the f$deal perhaps,‘
but inqvmtab%f too, K :

The young men had been the first to finish and leave the
ﬁniversity; He had gone away andkcome back ‘end gone away and come
back, And aslways tgere had been the léfters from 2ll over the world.
And he had gone and come and gone and come,

And then Mildred Scott hed finished snd teken her first job in

the Free Stete, and her second job in the Tremsveal, and her third
» Job in}the Cape. And slways there hed been the letters; ahd slways,
/‘too, she had insis¥ed on absolute privacy so thaf she could receive
him in private at very short notice. For this reeson she made no
friends, hed @&s little outside social intercourse as her work demanded
and mede of her hoﬁe, weerever she waé, en island 6f self-contained
beauty which_she enlarged end enriched &s she esrned more money. At
first +the le=sders in the égmmunities where she found herself teaching
hed tried to draw her ouf;‘Lmdies hed invited her to their clubs end
gatherings., Young men had come paying court. But in time both the
ledies and the ybuhg men hed given up end Miss Midldred Scott was
left to the sole compenionship of the old Grigua women, which, &s
fer es the world was concerned, was all she seemed %o desire, A few
curious old ladies had tried to séund out the old Grique women. But
they, too, had soon éiven up. Thué the years passed and the ardent
young women who hed left university at twenty-two to start her career
was now, at thirty-five, at the top of her profession, respected,
' peised, svlf-containéd, a\brilliantly successful headpistress - but
a women who had, outside her professionai duties, set herself apart
from the life of the people sround her, and of the lend, Or so it
sgemed to all those who tﬁought they knew anything ebout Miss Mildred

 Scott. ," :j:>



168

The cer swung off the road and the . old Grigue woman flung open .
the gate, Kerl Ven As drove in and kept going till he had eased .
his cer into the gerage beside Mildrqd Scott's tiny and very old
'English'car.,The old Griquazwoman shuf énd bolted the gate end hurried
back to the house, to be on call, Karl Ven As end the old women met
et the mimxx first step to the verundah; i ‘

He 'seid: "Héllon Lena," as though_thoy hadvseen each other every
}day over the pest two years. |

She seid: "Mister Karl," with/xhl easy casyalnesn which suggested
thet aﬁ absence of two years was the most normel thing in the world,

He looked up at the verandah and ‘

& part of his mind protested: She could come out to meet mel
He compesed himself, willing himsmXf his heart end mind into the
stete of quiet celm that wes part of the presnﬂee of Mildred Scott.
He went slowly up the>six steps and through the open french window
into the sitting room.\The scent of roses asssiled hissenses, And
tﬁen she ceme through snother door and he found himself holding on,
unsure snd enxious and ewkward as on that first fer-off dsy when he
hed worked %p the courage to speak to her.....This is Fhé only women
I ever want to marry..... sSuddenly, uncertsinty snd snxiety snd
awkwardness fell from him =nd he was &t peace and the heavy loed et
the back of his mind wes lifted. Here, 2t inét, he wes not alonej
heré, in her presence, es‘always peacé wes possible.....But peacé
is = aangerous weakéess in an embattled world.sss. ﬁe tried to look
et her with the seeing eyes of a thinking man, but feeling kept
intruding 2nd memories of emotional intimacjes merged the images
so that he saw stending in front of him, et the seme time, 2ll the
different faces of this woman s he hed known her over the yeers,

|

at everyohe of their brief rieetings.....This is'constinoy;.this is

-
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the face.of constency as only wémnnvcan showiit.....
A shedow flitted ncroas the womén's fece, ¢ minor emctional
convulsion, then the sutomatic, polite social emile that he remembered

{

from other awkwerd times showed on her face,
: g 5 5

‘"You've lost weight, Karl - but/it suits you," i
"What do I say?" : el |

[}

"Iwo years is 2 long time, I'm not surprised you find it awkwardﬁ

"Please Mildred,ssee" )

"Allright! What eam I supposed to de? Fall on your neck becsuse
you've condescendcd to come back? Or is i% thet you've become infected
with what you profess to detest?"

She turnmed her beck on him end found a chair, Briefly, he was
consciously awere once more of the strong scent of fbses. Every
corner of the room hed a lerge vase of roses,

_ "I wrote you, Mildred, I explﬂined.

ﬁAnd explenations eancel all hurt! Explenations meke the blind
see end the helt walk and the crooked stroight!,...Plesse don't tempt
me into seying what I don't went to and don't mean, The thing is:

I todk you atm your word, We had agreed that we WQulﬂ be honest and
say when either of us couBdn't take if-any more, So when you wrote
I took you at your word. You were staying away; you had chosen %o.
That was the fact. The explanétions wera\gnimportant A ways of B
Justifying or excusing » decision, The fact was that you were not
coming back sand I odjusted myself to this fact. And nowes..."

, He cut into her words, with a quiet casual insistence familiar
to hér from other times: "I don't know where I'm going any more...."

The women became still., All rege and resentment left her, Her

stillness nprvade the rose-scented room snd resched out 2%t the men, °
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.

This, she told herself celmly, is the men for whose seke I turned
| ny bsck on everything ékcept my work, end that, in the beginning at
leaat,'waa only in-ord@r Yo atay alive ond fresh and in touch with |
the living end growing ferment which is the essence of life. I know
this mpn; I have givén all I heve ond all I sm mumEx: %0 him, so I
know him well and I know direction and purpose sre crucisl to him,
He said: "D'you understand wnﬂt I'm snying, Mildred?"
"I'm trying to.

"If you do yon'll understand why I wrote end why I'm here,"
) ¢ 4 not?" : ! .

He shrugged end walked away from where she sat, "Then I might

as well give in." \

"Give in?" : , .

"To the hate-mongers end the fear-mongers," \

The women thbught' There wes o time when I leened on him and he
geve me, strength and comfort and confidence, but that was oh so long
8go. And now? l

She said: "Have you eaten, Karl?"

He said:‘"I\don't want anything," |

She got up end went out of the room. When she returned she
poured two drinks for them, He came t0 her and seid:

"Please, may I touch you?" , °

She offered him both her hands, He aqneezed them then he pullnd‘
her into the folds of his arms and pressed her hungerily to his
bosom, Thenhe kissed her, gently, like an snxious child pleading.

She took his hend end led him out to the little verandah, Sitting
-there, th;y could see a section of the night sky end a little tip
of the Milky Wéy. After a while the old Grique women, Lens, brought &

tray with cold chicken on it,
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Mildred Scott said: "Thank you; Léng; yoh'd better go to bed:
now," And she remembered the thousends of times shé‘had used the
seme words in the pest when Kerl had come to her, Lt
Eerl Van As looked up quickly at the old woman; and audgenly,’
for 2ll three of them, t;me pest, time present, time fulure mgfged
into & stetic moment of endless rituel.

_ The old Gri@us women sccepted the moment with the sémé cosuslness
with which she 9ccepted God end megic snd deathg ené ghosts and
mirecles ond telking threes and weeping rocks = for who is o drpw e /
line and fxxem zey 'this is life' or ‘this is no-life'? '

Kerl Ven AS allowed the moment teo wesh 6ver hin - & cleensing

A\

cceen of unutteresble relief end heart~filllng trenquillty.
in the mind of

Only/Mildred Scott was there g vague, unengy protest ageinst
the meening ol the momentd, like scneone brushing swey invisible -
cobwebs thet threciten tc bind end étﬁfle and choke and kili @ithout'
hurting.

The 0ld women seid:. "'Night Vister Kerl, Mise Millie...s"

hfterwgraq, che ooaxéd-him into eeting, And then theéy sat in
si&cnce for & long time, And then he'began té telk, telling her. of
: his lpét rip ebroed end the terrible new isolation of the country
end his own depression, And es he tilked his voice chaﬁged,ithe
ugﬁercurrent of the gentleneas ¢f the dreemer returned to.it, =nd
the ﬂeﬁfﬁassurénce too, And %hen@ver‘he peused, she‘prompted with‘a
question or suggestion, end he went on égnin. ind gpeeking‘es freely
es he could only tc this women} he purged hiﬁﬁelf of all his pent-up
misery end confusiocn. And so he told her about his lstest job:'the

trecking down of Nkoai-DuEe end te her, of course, he could revesl
his knowledge of the identity of Rilcherd Dube =nd he could tell her
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thet he hnd witheld this knowledge from his superiors, There was @

hint

of the self-importent pride of the young men on the way up

when he told her of the telephone call he had received earlier that

night. Then he pulled himself wup.

only

what

then

She ﬁhough : Now, &t last, \

An oddly tentative boyish smile flickered scross his face,
"I'm showing off1"

"I know, Does }t matter?”

"Very much. You're the only cne I want %o show off toj thé
one I want to be”proud of mej the only one who matters. Doing
I do becomes important in relation to you,"

"You meen to my approval after you've done it."

"That too; but ite more them thet, If I were less importent

I em it would be more difficult for us to meet."

"You know thet's a trick argument," she srid softly. "You've

8¥ill not lesrnt to catch yourself out when your mind deceives you

end leeds you into eclever rationslisations,®

"But I do have relative freedom in coming to you."

"But is taaf really the point?"

"It is en important fector."

"Allright."” | |

"Allright so it is not the point, You tell me whet is.,”
*But you know it , Kafl.»fou're just giving in o thig = ="
"Tpick of the mind!"™ he Jjeered.

“Yes! Mock but its true! You went my spprovel after you've done

v
wha tever you needed to do."

“You're right, except thet it isn't as simple as that." He

thought for & while and then his words ceme out with & cereful
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delicecys, "You cen't welk alone, Meny have given the illusion but
none have reslly welked alone, Men is not mede that wey, Each men
is bedded in his people, in their history and their culture end
tﬁeir veluesess s And sof ench men wents and works, almost eutomaticalls
for the approval of his peoplé. Thiz 4is OVer~simplifidetion but you
know what I meen," ' E 3

"I know: now you connect,” |

"fhen = man believes his people sre tsking the wroﬂg turning
it becomes difficult, If you're a Jan Hofmyef‘you stend up and you
speak your mind snd you 1iﬁe end die with the burdeﬁ of being

rejected by your own people., But we're not éll cast in that mould.

There are people who cannot besr the hurden, so they do not stand up.

' But they think end they feel -"

"And they hurt,” she said .softly.

“Yes, and they hurtie.."

"And when people hurt thdy nesd comfort,”

‘"Yes% You're right, of courae, But wes it need'of comfort
thet mede me come té you all those yesrs agd? Is thet why I never

merried in spite of 211 those mstches everybedy tried to arrsnge

“over the years?* Of ccurse ﬁﬁople need comfort when they hu;t."

XXzuzkftVildred Scott seid: "Oh desr," in a very smell voilce,
*fter a while she went on normelly. "But in this ot least we are
equel, Karl, Or sre we?" | |

*"I'm only defending myself ageinst en insinuetion,..."

" Thet you need comfori?"

"In whet is somehow & disreputeble wey. Is it disreputable for

for & man to turn to the women he loves for COmfort?"
"Ho., But it ie disreputable to try and ped love with a super-
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structure of explenations and ressons, This is something subjective
- and emotionsl snd irrationsl, The only real question for us, Kafl,
is why you stayed sway for two yesrs = and I'm not thinking of what
you wrote in that letter - and why you are here now,"

Korl Ven As got up an 4 welked down the verandah steps end
on to the carpet of thieck green gress, The women went into the room
end fixed ancther drink, As she passed a tall mirror, she looked at
her reflection, She noted the beginnings of crows feet around the
eyes 2nd the feint hints of loose skin about the jowl, Time was G
showing, At thirty-nine Karl hed withstood the ravishes of time
much better then she had done., I'm a 'spinster of thirty-five now,
she thought, =2nd the thought startled her a little, She didn't
feel thirty-fi#e: enywey, how does one feel at thirty-five? She
felt more controlled, more certein of herzjff_ﬁhaargh;n she hed met
Karl in those far eway nintdann—year-old ays, Then, he wes twenty-
three and even 3k more shy and vulnersble; but even then she had
seen thet c"pacity for deteil nndt}trenvth of mind, Also, of course,
there wos the phJBich thing which had flowered between them from the
firet moment end which hed never died, Sixseen yesrs of an odd kind
of love. "But' thet's what I wented," she murmured to the mirror. ¥
. Then she casrried the drinks out into the garden,

She hsd not thought the affair would last this long. For her
it wes love right from the outset, end she knew it; something thet
went deep end would lest o lifetime., She had resigned hefself to
his going ewsy and to the end of it. And she hed seen herself marryin
someone who wes 2 nice and decent s#nd likesble perscon =nd rearing

e
fxx femily for him end being physicrlly feithful to him and a2 good
nother to their children,
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Of course she\had‘known that Eerl loved ﬁer; but»different
people loved differently, and for some love dies in absence or when
the going gets rough, So sh; hed béen surprised and suspicious and
@ little disturbed Wan he kept writing, =nd when he ceme back, end
rept coming beck, In the end she hed rerlised that it went as ddep
for him and would last es long., She had guiet end carefully adjusted
the pettern of her life %o this new reality.

‘ (S Sutued BAE) Mivdek 406 “M)0dns o the Llake treen
He seid abruptly, with e hint of violence sbout it:
"I was afrald, Thet's why I stnyed aways"
"D'vyou know whet of?" :
"Of what they ere doingf Of heving %o chooeerbgtween you end ther
"But you chose, Xarl," :
"They'ére ny péople, Miidredl"You don'f just turn your back on
your people becruse they ere merching to dissster, Beceuse that's
how it must end, The only question is thet of time.see"

- "2nd how much blood."

‘npg you. say, #nd how much blood...;And I know you feel sbout '
these things too,/xildred.'You’ve never .talked ebout them; you've
never shown, But I inow you feel end I think the;e muét e moments
cf hate," S

"Re%er for you, Kerl, But I think you're vwrong for the others
eﬁen. I’think we sre reechirig & point beyond hate, We've lived wiﬁh
uncertainty snd with fear for so long th ¢ we have schievédd e belence
in spite of thesze, I think.ihét’s‘what it reelly meens to be-colourid
in this lend now." 7 , ;

"I wae afraid but I did come beck:.,.Oh, ¥ifigedd, Also of what
they might soy end do, if they ceught us. They‘ggg my people,"

logether, they welked hack to the little house,
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liss Anns de-Wet was disturbed., Iwo days ago she hed seen the
first’hbpeful~crack in the control of Paul Van As, @ fieeting flash
of jeslousy bécause 6f her teaéing attitude toward the two patrolmen.
: But the following morning he turned up lpte; a flower in his button-
holelﬁnd a hint of mockery in his eyes. The mood of return fo hié j
peop;é thet she had sensed eariier was gone‘ag tnough*if_had never
éxisted; in its_p%ace was a gentl& ironiec, slightly mocxiﬁg detachﬁen1
ageinst which she felt helpless. But hevdid,hia work, end he did it
with o new zeat‘and gusto. | »

The outside telephone reng, She picked 4t up end li$tened, then
she flicked a switch and spoke to Ven AS:‘ Sy

"Mr, DaPlessis on thé line, sir, "

Pt Hdni ony ¥ -

She did end listened for while; then .she cut herself off,

"Jepie?...Whet's new? Hope you've gotAsomatning for mesiss™

"I heve, Coetzee-Westhuizen wes seen three times at three
different places with an Indisn naméd Néidqo.'Intereéting thing about
Naidoo is hetled the biggest.xxiﬂl coolie trade union untif?gompulscry
registration and spprovel of officisls law ceme in, Then he just
feded sWéy.~Didn't even meke the gesture of seeking govarnﬁent
approval,"” . . z v

"Interesting, Jepie. Go onQV ;

"A 1ittle digging showed an amazingly militent youﬂg friend
-Naidoo aﬁout twelve-fifteen years ago; so militent, in fsct, that

of the Vime ‘sttecked '

~one of the communist sheets/we dug up/ =rkdm@d him fiercely for what
they called his 'ultra—ieftiam'; But suddenly, with the ouflawing of

communism and the control of the unions, Naidoo becsme so meek snd
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and mild it isn't funny.”

.

A

“Whét’é he do for a living?"

“Works as a clerk for Moola'sy you know, the bigvcbolie merqhgnta
But we think %his is & Ifront.”

“You smaze me Jﬁpiel All this in %ﬁo daysl“

"Gome oif it, Kerl, Wé'#e veen keeping = routinelﬁatch on Mr, ' .
Naidoo for yeafs now, " ’ \

“Inat's better. Way?"
“Partly becsuse of his past; partiy becouse his new nttitude is
too/iggdto be trues; partly bacéuse if is routine; alﬁd hecéuae his
elder b}other is in the force, But he's aicompletely different kettle
of fish," : |

“A good coolie, I suppose.", . : /

rThe man at/the other end pmused briefly s though swallowing,
then he snid: "I'm sorry, @ good Indian,” ’

"That's right, Jopie, ﬁgay’re Indians, not coolies, Every tine
you asy coolie its like spitting on them," \ N

WY geid I'm sorry." ;

"Allrights'You have thé repo:ts of the ieetings betwenn‘ﬂaidoo
and Coetzee~Testhuizen?” ’ S

"Naturaily@®® )

K?r} Ven As emiled gaily at having put out'erie DuPlessis,

"Could you send them sround please? And everything on Naidod?"

"%ill do. But there's & ?ery special bit I left for the last,
~We're esteblishing s link between KNaidoo end Ir, Nunkhoo, it is thin
and vagué 80 fgr. But et %gest twige Neldoo wes in the compény of
Nunkhoo within an- hour ofvbeing with Coetzee~iestnuizen, Anywey, its

all in the file and I'm sending it over to you now,"

/
L
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Kerl Ven As sensed thet the men et therbther end we still ‘
' gmertine under his rebuke, He knew toe thet the man hed teken it
only beeruse it had come from him, Héd‘it*come from enybody else
Jspié DuPlesais would have exploded: enybody else within reeson,
‘ thet is; anothér pro for instence, Jopie wes one of the éld hends,
8 dyed-incthe-wool netionelist hut & first-class pro at his job.
But the pros also knew t hey had to wslk warfly with the types on the
way up, the types being groomed for politierl power, Whet Karl Vean
As did not know was that Jepie DuPlessis had invit@d hiﬂ assistent
%o lisden in, And thet Anna de Wet, ehecking’onfwhether he had
finished telking, hed hearé him rebuke Japig‘&nd s8tayed listening,
S0, rubbing s21t into the.wauhd, he saids .

"Excellent wdrk, Japie, But bes¥ in mind the wisdom of saying
'‘Mister' rsther than ’éiﬁ'. Its né skin off our noses and we might
get farther,™ See you,..® : r A

Buft Anne de Wet did no?% hang up and'so she hesrd buPlessis say:

"Heerthat! 0f 211 the arrogent, pompous,.political sons of bitche
God help me if. I don't gét him one dayl"

And she, heerd the voice of DuPlessis' asgsistant c?utioningz’

"Basy, chief]" : -

xnen the line went dead. |

sat deep in

Anne de Wet/hxntxaxzix!nfor ) whlle, then she pnt the plions
beek cn ids cradle, got up and marched resolutely into Van As' office,

He looked up end sensed that this was something special,

"1 should li?n ta speak to you, sir.g

"Personal or bu81ness?”

"The phone csll thnt‘:st ended. ‘ K /

"You listened?" 1 AETL R ' i

"To the last pérﬁ‘of'it, tnintentionally.;
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"Go on," FR i i
"I ceme in at the point where you teld Mr, DuPleseis about
+ the wisdom.éf saying mister rather,than Jiﬁ; After-you‘hwd huﬁg GiAtg el
up I heerd him speak. %o someone who had listened in, He seoid: '
Heay that! Of éll the arrogant pompous politicel sons of bitches!
God haln ne if I don't ges him one dey!' And then I hesrd hix
xaxxtnﬂxxx Inspector Jansen say: 'Fqsy chief!® I thought you should
" know, sir," _ ;
" Thanik you,‘Anna.,..But cheer up, Nothing.to be gloomy about,"
Anna de Wed fought beck the strong impulse %o warn him, %o
beg him to be careful, She swung on her heels,
“Por a long while Kerl Ven As thouzht over what Anns de Wet hed
told' him, He knew thet on the point of ﬁayiﬂg 'Miafar' to Indians
and coloureds and blacks she saw things the Du 1@351@ way. Her ‘
wmr;ing hin was part\gf‘ﬁhat personal thing she hed sold herself into
believing she felt(for him, : :
‘He thought: Itd be tler cover mvaelf over this in case Japle
mekes an issgi/%ftéﬂ. He rﬁng for his secre$nry and dicteted =
confiqgntanl note %o D, Snel reportlng the ocutlines of developments
in the Coetzee;Wasthuizen cage, his telephone conversation with
. DuPlessis ond his suggestion of .the wisdom of being polite, wherever -
sossible, in deeling with non-Furopesns, It wes, he noted, the
governnent's intention to imﬁleméft its policies towerds non-whites
with as 1ittle frictlon as possible, evoiding ell ects thet mipht

non-wiite :
lesd to/bitterness,

The file Japie DuPleﬁbis vromised arrived just before lunch so
he dié not go out, Insteéd, tnne de Vet brougzht him grniwiches and

.coffee, By late afternoon he hsd done with the file, knew every
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o significent deteil of its contents, As far eo he was concerned,
%he.Ceetzee-Westhuizen-?aidoc‘link was clearly est%blished by the
file, Next, the Heidoo-lunkhoo line wes thin but =dx it held toge ther
suffiéiently; esfecially~mhen you examined the exiraordinary
coincidences of the dcctor Eeving_to.deliver indizn children at
timeé end ploces vhat mede for his meeting Naidoo after Naldoo
had ret Coetzee-Westhuizen. laidoo hes no care lunkhoo @3 & doctor
has a freedom und mohility denied moa% ctner Indinnu. So pll logic
‘end reeson point to rgndezvous. butween Ccetzee~neoihui én on the

one hznd and Holdoo end Nunkhoo on the other.thst nigat on the edge

y

of the cenefields when Nikosi-Dube Za& come in from the sea., Certainly
@

it was en interesiing theory to teaf and to check,

h |

Kerl Voan As pemsonal¢y ook the file back %o Jopie Duplessis’s
office in the greﬁt ST, building.~ﬁs he hoped, J-nsen was with
DaPlessis. :

| ! 5

"I went %o apo;ogise, Ja epie," he sazld without y*eﬂmble.“When I

14

/hunb up esrlier today I rﬂaliaed what I had said could be misread in

e
A

a very nasty sort of way. And though I'm sure you didn't do thet, I
Just wanted o moke sure in my own mind.” He turned te Jonsen énd
sxplalnau what had Rhppened as Lnough he didn't know Jznsen knew,
Then he apologised ggeins, Finelly, polntin to the w*le, ne said:s
"I would say a~$elk with friend Naidoo,ls‘indicmted. Pgrheps
we cen do it tomorrow, Anyway, many thenks: and goodnight gentleméh."
v"f'll be damnedi Japle DuPlessis sald wond@ringly'after Van As
had left, 4 |
"Thoy soy he s ver 7 big man in the making," Junaén murmured,
Van As and Mildred Scott had a party onm a quiet, white send beac

taat night.



181 B ;

They picked up Sammy'Nlidoo 1éte that night, There wes no need
to, the order that ceme through was to have him at the C.I.D,
building. in the morniug; They could have picked him up et his home
or at his place of work eny time the following morning. But things
were slack and the patrolmen who was not q;rlving was bored, There
nothing new to talk about so he seid to his partner "Let's_go n get
that coolief Neidoo.," |

"The order's for tomorrow,"

"I know; but let's go'n get him £ll the saﬁe.“

The driver did not perticularly want fo.wﬁz/ggdg}ieZn?§; zggsing
up:these people, But his pariner was populer emong the other paxkm
patroleen and ke could meke you feel ewfukly uncomfortesble by the
wey he told & story in e crowded canteen. Thet's why the driver had
been distressed when he had been essigned to go on patrols with this

older and more responsible
men, Odd thing, few of the/chaps liked him or wented to go out with
him but none dered,turn his beck on this chap. So he seid: "8llright,

Naidoo wes in the sct of putting on his tie when they burst int
his room. He braced himself, wiped out 211 thought and feeling as
you snuff out # cendle,mmst turned to them and stood weiting, foreced.
relexed. .
| "Pretty tie," the younger pesrdiimen said; prowling sbout the
room, seeking for liquor, communist l1literature, snything. ;

’ "You Semmy Neaidoo?" the older man snapped.
"Yes."
The young/;:;x neswured himself egainst Neidoo end decided thet
even with his speciel treinging he would heve & hard time handling

this one in 2 fight: unless he wes a cowsrd, of course., Big frames

end herd muscles heve often hidden cowerdly heesrts. ﬁe walked up

o
ik
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close to Naidop end fried to stare him down., It was very difficult,
Even after stretching gnmself;as'tall &% possible he still had to
tilt his head upqéxd?_ﬁé look Naidoo in the eye. . L

Briefly, a ERInt Tidbker thak-way eh % hh quickly as it ceme,
. thexm young petrolman read a messege of mocking derision in fhe
Indiah's éyes. ihe impulse was to smesh the round bleck face in
front of him, But his own mind sent & quick, sharp werning message:
this one would strike back gnd his big Lfxxmxm fists might do‘the
smeshing. He stepped béck. : ; 31

"Sammy Naidoo - eurry grse, heh!"

"Yes," Sammy Naidoo said quietly. ‘ ’

. "Inspector Jensen wents you et hesdquarters,” the older éna sei

"You'd better come.," ’ /

“This tlme of night?" Naidoo seid.

"Yes! This time of night*" the younger one suddenly screamed.

"Come," the older one seid.

~ Neidoo pulled off the pertyy tied tie end tossed it on his bed,

"Not teking the pretty tie," the youné one teased. )

Kaidoo slipped info his jscxet. The older patrolmen motioned fi
his partner to gb in front. He wanted to see what went on all the ti:
He hed sensed that fleshms of‘cdntrelled savagery in his pﬁrtner.
Neidoo walked between the two policemen out of the little room snd
down the dirty passsge of tHe rooming house,

qhadowy figures stood in small clu&ters in the dimly 1it street
Naidoo 8 laﬂdlady waited at the little gnte that led to the street.,
From across the street = voice cnlled out e question in some ewiiend:
Indien tongue. Naidoo called bpck "No'"

"Officer," the landlady apoke to the older man, "plesse, sir,

y L]
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Mr, Naidoo‘ar;ested?"

"Ho," the 6lder: one said.

"Not yet}" the younger snepped

“He§come back, éir, piease?",

Neidoo seid* "Don't worry. Nobody's to worry. Tell.esss®

The young one turned snd shoved him. :

"That's enough!"\ g

The cringing woman streightened up. There was the feel of
movement from many diredtions, A SHadowy figure cursed yhe'police
flueetly,in English., [2he possibility of violenfe was suddenly all
ebout, 6§ 4

Again, Semmy Naidoo celled out "No!" and the ténsion dispefsed.

"Put'way your gun," the oidar petrolmsn said to the younger.

The sergeant on duty at CsI.D. headquarters was sangry when
they brought in Samnmy Naidoo and he discovered there wes no charge
end tha/gigirwas for him to be brought in next morning. He knew therc
was something special sbout this Neidoo affair end that the very .
powerful Mr.‘Van As of security was_ involved, From the hints of fho
elder petrolman he also knew that the younger’ policeman hed it in
for the big Iﬁdian. He wes therefore not prepsred to asauhe the
responsibility of beoking in Neidoo for the night. All'the young
fellow would have %o do ;g éether helf o dozen of his fripﬁds; go
into the cell where Neidoo is kept end teése»ﬁim until he.could teke
it no more, then they would be free to do & little bloodletting in
sefety. No, he wasn't pfepered to tomke the responeibility. On the
other4hand, to send Naidoo home now‘might’proﬁe even more dsngerous,
yIf he let Naidoo gorand Naidoo diseppesred fhey would bleme him.

Hq reached for the teiephbne and dielled Inspector Jansen's hom

number, bracing_himself against the Inspector's wrath,
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Inépector Jansen.phoned'Karl Ven As' flet but there was no reply
He knew Japie DuPlessis was at en importent bsnquet with politicel
oveftones so he decided not to disturb him, Ideally, the thing was
juat to leave Naidoo there till morning but the desk sergeant was
_ not\happy about the ettitude of one of the patrolmen who had brought
him in, And Jensen knew how some of these strong.young fellows tend
to get restivé. This was oné qf the weays of letting off steam from
time to time, bu%‘this particﬁiar boy would have to' be disciplinéd,
for bringing in e suspect before the time spécified. Inspector Jgnsen
was also angry at having his evening off spoiled.
~  Before setting out for C.I.D. headquarterg;tried the Van As
number again but agein there was no reply. Where the devil could the
man be? Thinking sbout it he remembered that very striking secretary
of his, A really beautiful girl. De Wet.,..He looked her up in the
might not 3
book. If Van As wes with her he/wankimit went it to be known. In the
circumstences that was a chence that/nﬁlg!i to be taken.ssee
"Miss de Wet? Ah, Inspector Jansen C.I.D. Sorry to disturdb you
but something urgent hes come up and I'm t:ying to locate Mr, Van'As.
There's no'reply et his flat, I thought you might Enow."
The girl remembered ﬁhat had heppened esrlier in the day when
she had listenedrin on a tedephone conversetion, so her replies were

guarded, She didn't know where Mr, Van As was, Hed Mr., Jansen tried
 his eclub?

Jensen detected her gunrdedness"and misread it, Allright, miss}l
/1§ith you but you're efreid of letting on, Aloud, he said:
‘ "I'1ll ring there now, But Just in cese he isn't there and gets
in touch with you later ="

"He never does this: time of hight, Inspector."

\
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"But just in cese, Miss de Wét.gPlease tell him one of my
foolish young men picked up Semmy Naidoo this evening instead of
'tomcfrow-morning. He's nt headquartérs now end I'm on my wey there,
Allright, miss?" '

"But - allright, Inspector,"

When the Inspector hung up Anna de Wet phoned the duty officer
et Security and'told‘him,of'inspector Jansen's call, The duty
officer Checked‘at all the humbere where Van As could usuallﬁ be
found, then he arrenged for a phone call to be made to his flat
every five minutea. ;

It was Fwenty minutes before»uxﬁntght eleven w@en Jensen phoned :
Anne de Wet, It waé five minutes efter one when Xerl Ven As rushed
into his flet and picked up. tha ringing telephone end the duty officer
at uecurlty told nim what had happened.

- Ven As phoned through the CalaDs hqedquérters; A very short
tempered Inspector Jansen ﬁaa 8till there.

QSorry I'%e been out o6f town," Van As said, "How long have you
" had our man," |
"Since ten o'clock." 4

-"Then‘everybody will know he;s been picked up?®

"Yes., It was semi-public and you cen be sure everything's been
covered up by now, "

"But wh;’tonight?" e Tisd , _ s

"Some witless idiot who'll De ssrry when I've done with him!"~

“And our men?" : it _ |

"Here, in the next room, Tight—iipped. I've been at him for over
an hour but he has nothing jo saj. I know how you feel about force

but we'll have to force this one into speech,”
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"What do you mean? That he hasn't seid & word?" ;
ebout himseldf

"Ch noj he answers quentions/op questions thet are harmless and
pointiess., He tell youuall you want to know ebout himself: where he
was born, how old he is, his bnckground‘and edueatiqn..He'll even
~discuss his idees and beliefs with you. But ask him if he knows:
Coetzee~-Westhuizen and he doesn't say a WOrdessses"

"By refusing to snswér?" \' ' | .

"He doesn't even bofher to do thet. He ju§t does not enswer, I
tell you the pnly way is for answers to be forced out of this."
¥ L wdnd on %30T gat thiraress®

"Might es well tell you the rgsf,“ Janéen.said. "The half dozen
people we wereLespécially interest in have drqpped from éight,
vaniéhed into thin eir.," :

"All of them?" '

"With the exception of Nunkioo,"

"y hope yéu lef%t him slone,"

'V"Yes." ™ ¥

”Goog‘man; I'm on my wey,"

Kerl Ven 48 got out 'of the clothes he hed worn to %he beach,
showered quickly snd put on a lounge sulte. He phoned Mildred Scott'
number snd when & sleepy spunding Mildred‘answered'he seid:s

, "Sorry to wake you but I'm‘goihg to be very business over the
next couple of days or so."

"I understend."

"Gocdnight: and teke cere," ¢

"Goodnight; =and you're the one to :sake care,"

"Listenssess” ‘ :

"No. You do your work. Goodnight,"

~



Kerl Ven As threw opeh-the door and gestured for Semmy Raidoo
to enter the room shead of him, EXcept fSr the ir;n bars across the
‘window, it ddid noj.look like an inferrogatibn room. 1t wes lergish,
with wall=lemps properly sheded and shedding e subdyed end relexing :
light, For furniture it had & settee under th? wiﬁéow, two comfortabl
lookinﬂ old akmcheirs 9nd an executive desk snd cheir so asngled that
 its oceunant could zee both door @nd windew, An cccesional low table

end a good though old carpet on the floor

in front of the settee/completed the impreasion of the room being
used partly 22 en office end pertly *or conferences end relsxation.
Only the bers peross the window somehow belied the *@neral impression
The room wes on the top floor of the security building. And 2s soon
ns he hed looked Semmy Neidoo over Xarl Ven As had decided thet his
best chence of getting snywhere wes 4o get Naidoo sway from C.I.D.
headquartera. "He hzd been aurprimed by the speed with which Jensen
had weleomed the ideas

R | thought you might prefer for us %o have our talk here," Karl
Ven As seid, ®I'm sure you didn't like the sir of violence at the
C.I.D. place, I certeinly didn't, I Ped Hote pecceffl here."

éAnd there's no chance of mny getting ouf,“ Raidoo murmured,

"Naturally,. We don'?% hpve es meny doors, and nobedy's ever
eacaped fror here, Anyway, plense sit-down, The settee is the most
i comfortpble., A N i 4 : ‘ -

Naidoo. B?id, a little wearily: "You know it doesn't meke much
diff;;ence whot method you use, sof?'or hr;d. : |

"You have great confidence, Mr. Naideco,."

"No, It's just that I won't pl*y.

"Perhaps we cen begin by finding why. t you look tired so

i
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hHe‘ﬁicked up the telephone on the &egk. "Send up some coffee plecse,
A largé pot: tﬁo cﬁpﬁ. Yes, if you have any. Fine," Then he turnedr
'back ﬁo Neiddo, "They're sending up some aandﬁichea too,." 7
ﬁeidoé iooked at his wrist wgtch; it was 8 few minutes off two.f

Kerl Ven As senk into one.of the ermcheirs, |

"Sorry to have you here ot thia ungadly hour. The instruction
'wes for them to bfing you in in the morning. This sorf of thing .
often happens when'wg heve to use the services of the C.I.D. But
Securify is & swmlllspecialist forée end we cennot spsre men for
routine jobs, Anyway, apaert from your doss of sieep and py loss of
sleeﬁ the reel loss is that everybody has, been warned bybthla pre—

' ; swatching Naeidoo closely,
meture 2ctioNeesss” Kerl Ven As waited o wbila/then asked: "Aren’t-
you going to protedt”

Haidao said: ”I'am tired, you know," \

"Its qw@ully diffiecuit,”™ Kerl Ven As gaid, "to mske contzet with
a8 men who &eliberetely blanks out his peraonality.”’lt forces one to
do this rather silly fishing,” i :

"I egree it 18 rether silly,"
“Then plense don't force me to continue i%," ‘
Surprised interest £lickered flickered scross Naidoo's face, ther
didd out, He seid, slowly, with & hint of preoccupstion: /

~ "Do you really expect people to climb on ¢ cross and meekly
stretch out their srms for the neils to be hammered.in, juft becsuse
you ca;l them mister snd speak politely?" : /
"I wonder if we sre telking ebaut‘the eame thing;ﬂ Ven As seid..
"If we ere no% ‘then why em I here?" |

There wes & knock on the'door;~‘Vﬁn As went to it snd took the

tray from the person outside, then he kicked the deoor shut and cerriec
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the trey to the low teble in front of Naidoo. He poured the oerfes.

: "Now, Mr, Naidoo. To busiﬁess. Wh& are you here? ILet us forgef '
the pramaturitx of thé action: you ere here bacauée we face @
streightforward problem of thg_breaking'of the law of the lend, end
without the rule of law ciVil@sed living is impossible, Besr with
meg and let me teil you everything I know as well 08 everything I
have deduced from what I knéw. Let us begin with the man who was
known =s Coetzee to us end =s Westhuizen to you and who wes murdered
eleven deys ago. I'1l get up the files for you if you wish so that
ERR you cen see how complete our hackground knowledge is, Evidence
is coming in that this men scted 28 a small-scale peid mercenary
for the ﬁnderground. It is not yet conclusive but take my word for
it welll hpve everything.we need before)this week is up - within the
next three days, Next we Qave~gstnbliﬂhed - end the proof is
conclusive - thet you, Mr, Sammy Naidoo, knew Coetzee-Westhuizen both
as_Coetzee~and as Westhuizen, I think you knew his role snd indeed
used him on behelf of the underground; end this meens thet I think
you sre part of it., But this is whet I think snd what I think is not
evidence, I think,; too, that on the lest night before Coetzee- 5
Westhuizen died, you =nd someone else met him and he delivered to you
,an African nemed - oy,to be more precise, going by the mame - Richerd
Nkosi who had come off some ship, This men was a cqurier carrying
money. Now, here's an additional piece oé:information for you; by
one of the sheerest flukes I know the real identity of the men
cslled Richerd NkosiseessThet surprises you. Never mind, I'm the
‘only one who knows so far, Ybu mnust understand, Mr, Naidoo, thefe
ere many things thet ere happening now thet I don't approve of,

But however unplessant some of its =spects, we must uphold the law

0
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or elsé we sink into énaréhy and barbsrism,
"So, without stretching'things/gut, I know that you, Mr, FNeidoo
‘ere linked with the underground end heve dealt with Cdetzee-We&thuizc
I'm aatiufied‘in my*bwn mind thet you know where I cen find Richard
Nkosi - oh, do you went proof that I know his real iden#ity? Thet
I knowlé little man, an artist with & very direct stare, & gentle
~Voice end = veryrsharp;brﬁin? I'don't think so, do you?"
Karl Ven As stopped talalng, pourad hingelf & second cup of
coffee andfleened back, : :
/ Neidoo thougnt: If I jump him and choke the ;ife out‘of\hié
the identity of Nkosi would'remain'a secret. And We’ofe thé thought
was completed he begen to play it out, He fiung himself at Ven As,
' big hands aut/tig wrap thamaelvea around the men's neck end choke
the llfe out of them, He felt Yar As, ielt the neck end closed tkmhis
big hands. Now ell he hed to do was hold en and squeeze. ‘Then there
wes aterribly sherp and sudden pain shock, brief end agonising, then
nothing, ‘ | '
Consciou»ness returned, Naidoo opened his eyes, his mind was
clear but movement was impossible. He cursed himself bitterly for
feiling, The men wes still in the srmchair, calmly\sipping his coffe
Ven As seid: "Don't worry, the paralysis will soon éﬂss. That
was very foolish, you know, Consider the éonsequences of success,
Forget what they would have done to you and think of your community,
Fellows like thet young petrolmen whopantad you for no especial
reason would heve had supreme sanction for en orgy of violence., And
believe me, people in high places wouldn't heve been gquick to cell |

them off, A hﬁndred or more of your people might have died hed



191

you succesded, Mr, Neidoo. Itfwas & foolish attempt end no feult of
yours that it feiled," i

Naddoo thought: He's x;ot going to do aﬁy't;hing about it, And 1%
enezed him, : : - ‘
"Now, lir, Neidfo: I think you know that I heve;yratty clesr
‘idee of whet heppened, Let me add,that\l liked and respeécted very
much what'I sew of the man we shhll continué to‘call Richerd Nkosi ,
Buﬁ I've 2 job %o do and I went him and you can give him to me.ss,”

"Go to hell!"™ NRaidoo spat out. |

"I see speech and movement are bcck....Good 1h15 15 ny BErEpesit
nropouition. You give me Nkosi end we'll leave you and Nunkhoo end ‘
all Jour other peopLe now on our list, alone. In other words, givel
" me Nkosi nnd I'll arrange to heve the slate wiped clean for your
people, The slternstive is 2 clean up of 21l your leading people,
I've s¢ fer persuaded them %o hold off on detention orders for your
key pecople like doctors, nurses snd teachers, If you don't play
detention ofders sférj going out within the next iwelve hours. Are
‘yog prepered %o asaﬁmg reéponsibility for that? For what would happen
to the sick snd the young?"Are you, Mr, Naidoo?" "

Neidoo felt cool snd cslm suddenly; He knew thet this was the
_point té which =XX his 1ife hed been moving all the time, thet all

end felt snd thought

his actions end resctions, thet. all he had legrnﬁ/betmeen thetfafe
of £ moment of birth end this moment in thia room with this man)waa
ell of a pattern, whole end. complete. : f /

His l;ps were purple with fztigue, his ;yeé bloodshot, there was
g fremulousness inside him thet that would not be stilled, but 2 feini
smile pimymi tugged briefly at the left corner of his mouth.

- "But you snd I," Naidoo srid cersuslly, "we know thet I don't

&
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- really heve eny alternative. ‘ _

 He. lasned forward end ratilled his cbffae cup #nd, for the
first tima, he® tcok e sandwieh from the plmte. v n As grew alert
ﬂnd speculative, He h@d hendled mﬂny men in thiN room and he was
acut&lv sensitive to subtletims of mcod¢ '

MBut I posed one for four to wipe the slate cleen for your
people,” i \

"Th@tpis if I mnxngi agree to deliver Nkosi, What if'I don® 2"

"I'told/yau." ‘ / ;

"Byt not everything," : : e I

"Ho, nut’everything. i‘m sure you ean work i% ou% for yourself,"

#1'd like you to tell me?" , |

WWhy?" ; |

“Becrusa I think I'm entitled to, Of course I may be wrong but
let us exemine it, If I’accept you at your own eveluétion??%hp you
are serving the law even though you find many of its features ugly.
and répulsivé{¢c_gnu, then I'n entitled %o find oﬁt why you invite
me to commit whet 1l consider ot wvct of grdgt betreyal., So, what if
'y don't deliver Nkosi?" | ‘ R

"You meen other then what will he an to your p@opie;....”

Hyﬂ." . A :

‘¢ ¥erl Ven As{he$itatedyin the cet of putting down his cup, then’
after ¢ full minute he cam%leted the setion end got up in one smooth
motion, FHe walked to %h@ window then to the door then bick to the
_ windo?. ‘

"We'd still get the 1n*orm9tion out of you," Xsrl Ven As said

nuietly. "It nay teke time, Vou’re 2 strong nen and 8 stubborn men

- but in the and wdﬁd get it. I think yoﬁ know this, Mr, rnidoo so0 why

Tl
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meke it difficult for yburself as well as for me,"

"We're Pgreed then thet I have no resl choice, Whetever I
decide you'll still get the information on Nkosi out of me, either
peinlessly or peinfullJ._

"Yes; we're ogreed,”

“And youw, Mr, Van As, would prefer it psinlassiy?"

Pirst %ime he's acknowle@ged ny existence es a man, Van As thougl

"Yes, I would." % | ;

"Way?® ' | » \

*Does it matter? I object to unnecessary violence; I bleme my
people for letting things get td this point; I think we need bridgés
of understanding; I think evérything that:k heppetiizg is bound Yo
lead to violence in time, For rll the'se rescsons snd many more."

"But if needs must, ond aﬁ% that you feel notrithstanding, then

you will resort %o vio;ance to get the in¢ormauion out of mne?"

LR

-

“I do not believe in non-violence, Mr, Neidoo."
could
"Then you did.think vou/talk me into betreying Nkosi%®"

ToNo, But I hoped you'd see reeson,”
-"Reason being the betreyil."
"It'depends'on ﬁow you look at it,"
'Howvdc you, Kr, Van As?" -

A

Yrrl Ven As felt oddly defensive suddenly, Almost 1mperceptibly

I

nxmhxf% there had been & shift in the quelsty of the relationship,
Somewhere along the’iine’he had ceased to be the interrcgator even
though power wes still with him, A

"Ve're getting eway from the point, ¥r. Nasidoo."

"I'm not so sure, But I really would like to understend why you
went %o the troubls of bringing me here, Did you honestly think I'd

tell you?"
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"Ro«"
"Then why3" ' : (A
Karl Ven As thought of thet ni%?? when he had welked up end down

the Rue Servendoni beesuse he could, work up the courege to go up to

h
ube's studio. This wes one of ithe very few things he'd not fiald
Mildred, SO ol |

"Beceuse we sre South Africans end béceuse I hope thet one day
there will be e reeoncilistion between your people and my people.“

"And for this hope of yours you invite me o betrey what I
believe?™ 8 - . ¢l

“Don't you believe in the rule of law?"

"Come Mf. Van 48! Don'$ spéil &bar reputetion, The rule of which
léw? That miéht is right?” 1)

fhat's s simplificaifon‘uﬁre we to surrender ell X% that we
heve created?" = b, G "; A

"Who asked you %o?" . |

: "You do! Your manderground wente ﬁowsr, I% won;t compromise or

aee‘mhy'of cur-ﬁfoblﬂms, I've told you there are meny of ue who do
not egree with 811 thet is hppyeping.“

"Bat you work %he s&stém:’xiﬂ fact you ere its reel breins,
: Withbut people like you, withouwd your(brains end your Helents, the
| wild fanatics of Apsrtheid would not“be egble %o opersie for long.
You and I know that the genuine'béliever in Apartgeid ia curibusly
stﬁpid and gullible ereature. But it i® you, Kr, Ven As, people like
; yéu who keep the aytem salive and strengthen it, You sre the really
guil®y men, =nd you know it., You tuy téﬂéuppress it and some of you
2o in for co;burad women or goﬁd,services'to the so-cs}lad netives,

but you kmow it, ond we lmow it too, You know tha difference between
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betweéﬁ right snd wrong, 5étween good and evil, énd{ﬁll your world
of rationelissetion connot hide whet ydn really kmow you‘are;....“
"You seid eoloured women," Van As cut in,
"Yes, D'you think we don't know," "
“vaqndergd.”a - v |
Watch yourself, Semmys this ana'é no Pool, He'll not meke snothe:
slip like thet,
"And now you're worried that we,mighﬁ use our knowledge," de!'
I? only he could get ﬁhié information -outls |
"Welly. won*t you?" : ) -
i eqn't, but my friends can, And I'm sure they will,"”
Karl VenAs rose amiling, :
"fhen I'd better pess. you back to Inspsetor Jersen, When his men
'ara‘done.you'l‘ be glad to tell me all you know, " Van 4s 6ross@d
to the desk end plcked up dhe phon;. "Dlense errange %o have MNr,
Naideo trensferred back to the C.I.D, '

Sammy Naideo tooL another SthWlOn end in deing so shifted the
1ittle

et W WD

coffee pdta% His Toot klcxed aceidentallyAagaiHSE tue/table, The
tremu‘ousnﬂss of his oody now registered only remotely, soffvhere fer
at the back -of his mind, He thought of Dee Nuhkhoc and a weve of
desperate 1oneliness swent over him, To get away from i%, he ssid:
- "The difference between you an& Jvnsen; Hr, @en A8, is the

- difference between the sitréight end the crooked, He will break my
oody with cleen cruelty{ you would_fi;;t deprive me of,my manhood,
Tou ere the ﬁglihr, the'more~evi; of the twol" /

“We'll telk sbout thet to,” Ven As seid, "but later."

There wes a knock on the door snd Ven As called 'Come!™

“ Nowl Feidoo t0ld himself. Howl



*

y i

The door opened snd a nan entered. In = eingiifswteping motion
Naidoo grabbed the coffee pot end hurled it at Fan As' _heead, Ven Am

M n

: dueked buw toa lote, and the surpriae and impset sent h;m qtaggering

baek., ‘The nen 8% the door dug inuc his coet pomcket pnﬂ shouted
sMoid 3419, Neddoo ratibed up the little talls, reised it %1gh end
advnnced on Van #is, The men et the door fired, Nridoo seemed %o
falt&r then he gathered at;ength end kepth roving.
| “Don'%s shoet!™ Von As shouted,

But the men at the door htb slreeay fired the second ahot.

Neidoo pi

ehed’ forwaru on his fpce. K&rl Ven As turned him over.

He was 31;% Bed or dying fest,
"He was going for you, sir,n ﬁhe ﬁin &% the door aasld, ﬁgemingly
petrified, ' / .
"You did whet he wented!® Kerl Ven As emepped,
o 3 éoc*o“?h :
%“Too late; srrshge) fox hirz %o be removed.
The men lsft, i ' -
Von As wen's down ‘on hiq Knee beazde Naidoo. Blood wes bubbling
up in & tiny *ic&ly thruugh his purplish ipb now., Ven As bent low.
"ﬁﬁidoo!?ﬁnidool I'm sorry.”
Naidoo's eyes opened, He stered up veeently, then he recognised
Van As, and with recognition eveme a~hstmed Bo atxong and forceful that

[
Ven 48 sew end felt it., TNridoo worked his mouth f ong working up

salive to spit, Then he died, ¢

V'n As remeined kneeling beside the dead Indien until he had
ebeorbed the shock of the feet of death, DIeath wes N0 strenger, He

bed seegn end been 2imost e#s intivete with 1t Eefore~ms now.‘But it

{
]

glweys cgue 29 @ shock.,An& there wes and elweys would be something
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sapeeiaxly shoeking aodut this nmen's death, Ihi, nan did not have
to die; did no¢ have to suffer even, If Yl S
Ven A&ucicaad_the‘deed ayes, As he touched tiie stiil,warm flesh

¢ spesm of trembling shot through him, | i

 'He rose quickly send walked to fhe window, He looked out but it
VA S stili~the bleekly neutrel world of night, In. sn hour, pg?hg;e,
the grey pre=dewn iight would begin to filter in from the é@gt. Hé
pﬂ&lt gtifled end oppfeased suddenly, end snxious tc get out of thie °
roou which h&d, ﬁntil this moment,‘beaﬂﬂcna eL the most coemforting

roons he had known,

He didn't heve %o die snd he dieé;héggng nes Mot Jenger or erié
tut me, | Ve ¢ ; ‘

He walked beck Yo the body.end took pne last, lingering look &t
its Then he went briskly cwf‘af‘%he roow and down %o his office
to wrije & report of whef hed happeneﬁ.
‘ ?hen he had Linished it wes close on Lour Ln g morninz?%he grey
pra-dﬂwﬁ ¢¢gns el ail aboutn the morld.

do Imew there w28 1o honu o; keeping the faot of N: ddoo's daath
secret the moment the bsdv'left this building. A8 soon as Rlods
noneEL:Bpean hed snything to do with it - and that wo uld be "e“y
goom - it would get ebout, Ha phonsd the duty offiaar and told him
Yo make mure thet the nawap%ﬂera cwrrlad nothing aaout Naidoo,

fhe desth ven pulled up a8 h@ left the Senurity building, And
bec=uzn Nyidoc wes an Indisn tue'pecple in oaii death ven ware Indians
He imew thnt before he resched his fiat everybhody who mstterad 18 &
smong the In‘“ana woalu know of the daath of Sammy ﬂaiiao and uf thev
menner of hls dying. Fa thoughts taast brother of ﬁiﬂ would be too

grea% Al risv in 'the force now; r@membar to talk ta Japie aﬁoutlgim._f

S “‘\,'L
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The gtl‘@tu Were @mptj and very wide, much wider then he hed |
: i
realiﬁed;\wide enough to eszsily take four cere sbressts tra2e~lined .

and spoothly glogsy in the dewn 1ight.' 'nd driving through the empty;
streets snd freed of the need Gg be elert gnd watchful, the femiliar_|
mood of lurking depression crept over him, He fruént it off, held

i% im check, but consciousiy, sné so he wes swere of it and being

~

swere of it 4% wes real end hesvy even though he hed ped 1t

2Rl

%gith his mind., When he srrived even hie confordsble flet seemed |
s iy .

bleck snd depressing, He long for Mildred Scoi¥with sen sching
desperction, . ind the fece of Saruwy %ﬂidoe, dying, =end mouth working

60 r@iae selive for & finel spit of lifke, aovaht to invede tke surfoce

o
o

of his . cons cxoVJﬁess.,But some trick Lﬁgﬁtnwan of %he mind ha;d b

in check snd so he.wps bware ei,;t only es pert of the lurking

-depression gkﬁt was elways there-in ithe shedows of his écnaciousness,

weiting for 3_*ﬁ'unguar&cd moment when it could Jjuwmp himessoIf only

ildred were with nian NOWeesesll only %ho&e denned fools did net

dény him -the oy sotcBer presence brought with their SUPld loWeeesoe
He poured Ri¥8elS & stiff drink end took it to his bedroom,

-~

He chenged into pojamps, 5ou into bed

long guln. Then he turned off

the light end closed his eyea, But bone~wedry though he was it was
2 very long time before sieep cenmes And\in the long space between:

wekefulness ond slebp the thing in the shedows of his LOhBUiOUBu@bE
‘ i 3\

played =21l menner of tricks to make Rim sse the fece of Soamy quaao.

Put at lsss ﬁﬁe—&rugs—tvvf-ﬁﬂﬁruwa&-ne alepbe

\

\
It wes Just sbout the time -that Kerl Ven As 2611 gsleep thot
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: i sister '
Dr, Dewwod Nunkhoo shook his/missmxaw awake, She opened her eyes

end seid: | _
"What is it?" And yewned sleepily.
“Sammy'é dead."
She blinked uncomprehendingly at hiﬁ.
"Semmy's dead," repeated. L |
Suddenly Dee Nunkhoo saw Sammy Naidoo @s clearly as though he

were in the room ‘with then, She sew the matt blackness of his round

foce, the steady little eyes with the tiny blood veins in the corners

- of the eyeballs, the purplish sheen over his lips, especielly

pronounced when he wes dog-tired or desperately hungry, his bigness,

the hard big body and big strong handgz solid, reliable Semmy., Whet
would they do without Sammy? He was the rock on which their movement
wes built., Semamy's dead., S '

"Oh no!" she éried, sgein snd sgain end agein, esch time more
desperately than the time before. Then she broke down end wept, Her
brother wrepped his srms ebout her snd held her close till she had
cried herself out. ‘ t . ,

¥ The tall thin woman called Cisaie'bybught in 2 trgy of tea., Her
eyes were red but she had‘finished her outward weeping end her face
wes bleekly remote and aloof. Inwerdly ébe would weep long, till
time blurred the memory of the mao end of his gentlness to her and
those she knew and loved and of the dreems mEx end hopes he had been
goardiao of for his‘people and for her; es long es she remembered
these things and~éssooiated his faoe aod his voice end his special
feel with them, for soX long would she weep the- death of her Mr,
Naidoo: but inwerdly end alone so .o men knew,

"Whet shall we do?" Dee Nunkhoo said hopé&osaly.
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”Cfrry ony" her brotﬁér said gently.

"Iike he always séid,“ Cissie said bleakly. "But no one to teach
us now," | ‘

"fhere ere meny," Nunkhoo said. "And some of them very good."

"Not like him, doc," Cissie said coldly. "Some bétter but not
like him," |

"You are right, Cissie," Nunkhoo aight. "Not like Semmy, "

Cissie !%ft and Dee aaked-
"How?" A

"We'll never know but what the people who collected the body
sald suggests that he provohed it, The C.I1.D, picked him up about
ten last night, He was with them till the very esrly hours ot this ~
mornihg wheh the brillient end ruthless Mr, Van A8,ec."

"Thet hateful men!" Dee cut‘iﬁ.

"eosssBhowed up and hed him removed to security. There, in Mr.
Ven As' notorious “'Interrogation Room' Sammy died = little over
en hour ago." ‘

"Dawoode.es" she hesitated then blurted "Did they hurt him?"

“"No, my desr, I assure you. Iwo ahots‘in‘quiék succession, I
dare.not go down end examine the' body myself. But his brother knows
all about Police methods of hurting without showing it, and he checke
the body very carefully."

"Hls brother.....Poor man.

"Yes, This has finelly convinced him snd he's at the disposal
of the Movement but I expect Van As to ant;cipete."

Dee thought of Nkosi and sudden alerm showed on' her face,

"Eaesy," Nunkhoo murmured, "epsy, my desr, Sammy geve them nothin

She closed her eyes, swayed slightly, took s deep breath and
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opened her eyes, All feer and alarm, now, wefégbanished from her face,
"What ndw?" she asked, Wk \
"I must go undargroun& too now, All our key people ‘disappeared
-when they picked upfSammy.v I was supposed fo gstay on the surface
to see what heppened to Sammy. Sammy would nbt have provoked hid own
déatp unless he was convinced they were tbo close to the truth to
be'misled. Ag long as -they were just fishing Sammy could"Just remain
gilent. The ﬁirse they could have doﬁe wes a detention order, What
hes happened mesns that Van As, at least, kneﬁ enough to meke Sammy
teke this way out. And that means they've got something definite %o
go after, And that in turn mesns that I shall be next for Mr, Van
As' 'Interrogatioaneom'." ’
"And so you must drop from sight, which will be\the signel for
a fullscale search.*It meens the end of your usefulness here,"
"Yes.* But only openly."
*I'm sorry, Dawoed," Dee seid flrmly. "The decision was that
anybody whose usefudness hed come to an end should try #to get out

end ect from outside. If you remein here on the run,you'd be e Burden

-to the movement end to all of us, end yoJ know it."

She swung out of bed and limped to the window.

He seid: "So I must go?"
i ﬁYbB; you must go." ; i

"And what happens to‘you, little’sister?” he éiﬁgé,gently.
él donit know," she murmured without turning, "I don't kngﬁ.

All I know is that for the present at least I must stay end make my
contribution. And I.pray God I do half as well as you and Sammy,."
<ol "You'll be alone, my dear: in fact, more so then ever.,"

"Also less so than‘eger, brother, Don't forget that, Yrother,"
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'He went end stood beside her by the window. Day, now, wes

breaking fast.

@

2 f : : ° ‘
He said: "We've never talked agput him; you've never even bothere

to tell your big brother sbout being in love and the mah in your life.

"There is nothing to tell. I love & man and he loves me, Its ss

\ "

simple a&s thet.,”

brother; very clean snd very wise.@

"Whet monner of men is he, little sister?"”

"Gentle snd radient snd upright, Very clesn and very wise, big
"I'm glad you think him wonderful, little sister,"

She resched up and fondled(his hand, |

"Rémember when we were children: with me very l1ittle?"

‘ "Yeso"

"And running - or rather hobbling -~ after you and daddy like a

puppy?"

even

"I remember,"

unafraid ¢
“"And how unéffpdd I was?"
"Especiszlly when you were daddy's puppy: yes."
"And remembaz/zgzx day I tried to explain to you how it was?"®
"NosoosNOesesl don't."” :
"It was by the river, You'd 'just fished me out......"
"Yes, Yes. I remember, You felt nothing could do you harm, not
falling into the river or smong snakes., You said éa&dy‘s presenc
! And yours, big brothersess" . il
"And mine, made you invulnerable.
"But I ﬁian't know the word snd you gave it to me, Remember?"
"Yes, I remember," | ‘ ,
"In allAthé yeers since I have loqked back end remembered Xew—

L]

/
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and mervelled at this, this - invulnerability - this feeling of
essurance end secureness #het nothing could really disturb., All

the fighting and the crying snd quarreling did not’diaturﬁ that,

And then daddy died aﬁd it died oand I grew up and.reélised thet I

was & cripple, And I thought thet specisl childhood f;eliug was

part of the innocencg and ignofance of childhood, something known
briefly and lost forever and Eontributing to men's sense of gloneness

here on esrth, And NOW...s"
&

fknd now, my dear.*éisstu-eo—ona"

“It's come back,\DaWood. Fantastic end unbelievable, even to
myself, but its come back! Zymm Do you understend?”

"I understand, little sister.”

"Even if he died....I'd be in, the most bloody awful mess....But
it won't be like befofe;...Ifll always know where 1I'm going snd what
is right, It is like knowing &our way through the jungle., You may
not get through, thet is a chance, but you know xhmx the way and you

thet whatever happens
know/you cen't get lost. I hope we get through, I8%3 love to have his
children...., But you understand why I don't want you to worry?"

"I understend, my dear. And thank you for telling me....lou know
what to do end say when they come?" |

"I know, And if you see him explain the importance of the myth
buainéss to him,...Plesse take care, Dawood." - _

He felt her brece herself for his leaving, He kiézed her gently
on the cheek then left her, ' i

"I111 be in touch,"he ssid,

The door closed behind him, She thought: snd sc our men must
leave; some to die; some to hide; some to go to fer lands., And we

must be alone in the lend, weiting the day of reunion,!the‘long day .



204

 that must follow this terridle but passing~night, Perhapsfnawédd
will not be at the morniné-of reunion; perhaps'gg will not be there;
. perheps I will not be there, ®erteinly, Semmy, like Eeny others‘%ho
é have fellen in battle, will not be there. But the morning will cenme
f end there will be millions to walcome it., It is to make it a good
morning thet Sammy died end Dewood hes just gone underground end
? thet he come and is now in hiding, For this we must do meny things,
&‘endure meny things end see our men leeve., 3 ;
~ She turned from the window and looked at her bedside clock,
There wes no'point in going beck to bed, She'd have %o help the
nurse to desl with the simpler of Dewoodss ceses snd find other
docﬁbrs for the more difficult one. This was going fo be a long and
herd day. The police should be here looking gor Dawo;d within  the
& .

next hour or two. y

She begen to prepare for the events of the day.

. She wes in the surgery with the nurse, Ezemimzting hélping to
innoculate ¢ zwarm of.five-year-olds when the first policé car ceme,
This morning }he weiting-room was full to bursting point ernd it was
some time before the policemen succeeded in bullying end foreing his
way.through to the surgery.

"Where's the doctor?" he demanded.

%I don't know," Dee'said‘withéqt interrupting e worlts

"Well who does? You?" He pointed at the rurse,

"Fo,®

"*On his roundé?"

,"No,ﬁ Dee said, "His cor snd his tag ere here. He's got & big
sugery this morning'as you cén see; no éppointments till after midday
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“Then where the hell is he?" ; Mg

"I don't know, All I know is he didn't sleep in his bed last
night,"

4"Then why the devil didn't you report it?"

For the first time since he ceme Dee Nunkhoo raised her head
end looked atfﬁhe policemen, & coldly hostile end steady stare.

The poliéeman\swung about abruptly end forced his wéy»out to
the weiting police’car'with its redio telephone connection with
headquarteys.‘ﬂe was-put streight through to Inspector Jansen, After
he had reported Jansen ordefeﬁ him to sisy dh the spot, but outside
- the doctor's house, Then Jensen called Vah Ag, first at Security
then 2% his flat, Im his phone call l@st/night - or, rather, esrlier
this morninp; = Van As head anticipated this: dhe had sa2id Naidoo's
death might mean the disappearance ‘of Nunkhoo.

When = tnick-tongued Van As answered, Jensen said:, '
/ : “Jansen here, You were right. Nunkhoo's gone under,"

There was & brief psuse then Kerl Ven As, aweske £nd ai;rt,aaid:

"This is it., Round up every suspect on your lists, Go the whole

way."

"Indiens only?" '

"The whole lot, men! Indisns,Africans, colouredq, whites: the
whole lo%." - ' . ;

"That'll‘mean clése on two hundred. What sbout housing?"

“There's 2 plen for emergency srmengements at the prison; they
xnow 2ll sbout it, Get someéno to phone them, /‘nd we're going .to
need a lot of men to sweep .the, countrx;ide. One of my people has ;

_the speciesl sreas mepped, But I'm on mx way. 8o get things rolling."
"Do/we pick up Nunkhoo's sister?"

4
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."Anything on her?" ' : L‘ i
"Only the fmct that she's his sister, She's e cripple, you know,'

I didn't;”Bettér let me talk‘to her first,"

"Right!" Jansen snepped snd hung up, too execited by the coming
action to wait for the men who was, officially at lesst, his senior
%o hang up first, | : | |

Before Ven As was ready to leave his flat the first of the wave
of meass érrests‘kxﬁixxixxni wes made, By the time he left his flet

_five people had been founded up end wére beinz questioned at C.I.D.
headquartérs. By the time he resched his office everybody, people
on the Btreats,fpeople at work, ehildren 8t schoél, o1l knew that a
big operstion wes ih procesa. ‘ §

His first action was to slert his opposite numbers in Johénnes—
burg and Cape Town and Pretoris, fh@y, in turn, alerted ofher

importent eentres. And the great state police meschine went into

r'd y
operetion snd the weves of srrests were nsationwide,

knew.that the hunied wes snd-ia end will he Richsrd Hikesi until the
. \

batile. ds. ox 1 : i ﬂg_a__mn‘rﬂ +o Spread,
The time for a different form of bettle would come soon enoughs for

now this was the battle-order.

The word spresd until it, toe, wagwnationwide like the arrests;

whispered from man to man,Apaased on even from child to child till,

¥in the end, it reached up to even the highest placks in the land,

4
y
/ 7



20T |
"Will this do?" Dee Nunkhoo seid coldly.

He_followed'her into-the_grouﬁ floorvliving'room and shut the
d;or vehind him, e crossed the room, opend the frephh windows end
looked out on the wslled-in little gerden, It reminded him of Mildred
Not the seme artistry, not the seme delicﬁfgﬁtgt:§ﬂ}of colours but
created to fulfil a similer need for pri&acy, trenquility snd escape
from prying eyes., He knew his ins;stence on their Ybeing alone had
driven her to¢ & point of snger verging on unreeson. How to undo sonme
of 11?7 Wouldn't be too brd-looking if it hedn't been for thet
“erippled leg. Nice shrpe oo,
"Nice lit¥le gerden," he srid,
"Yhet is it you went?" she seid celdly.
He turned to her end amiled. It wes a cogbination of apoldgy-and
‘appeal.,ﬁhe thoughf: The cherm of this men is fantastic. Then,
‘deliderstely, she cut off 21l thought,

"I'm sorry to,distﬁrb‘you espéciﬁllg now buteees”

MWhat is it.yon téant?"' | |
'»Thare wasva hinf.bf helplessness in his shrug then he took @

few steps dowards her, Her stendy impegaonal geze never wavered
‘from his face.:But there was no life to it, no feeling, like the
eyes of & caged snake that knew it could not strike.

"Shall we sit down," he murmured. :

She moved hands end body & little, the slightest of gestures; °n
he knew it said you do not ﬁéed ny pérnission. But she remsined
stending sc he stood with her,

"Miss Nunkhoo, when did you see your brother lest?"

"At dinner last night."

"Then what?® v ko | :

"Then he went out on his evening rounds.,”
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"Then what?"

5That's all."

"lothing more?"“

"Ho." ' i

"Did you hear from -himi"

For the first time the steady geze wavered slightly. She
compressed her lips snd shook her head s8lightly. An honest wamanfhhe

 "Niss Nunkhoo, I should hate %o do 1t but if I heve eny resson
%0 believe thet you sre witholding informatian from me I shall be
forced to have you detained, I shsll be foreed to let them fake you
down to C.l. D. hbsdqaﬁrters for gquestioning #nd I'm ofreid many of
the peop}e there ere not 2s thoughtful s we would like them to be,
Don't misunderatand me, plense, We wili nof pernit anybody to molest
“you but just as there sre unclesn ead wfgly-minded 2nd foul-mouthed
peovnle among the Indisn commundi ty so there zre among my community.
find their way into the force

And unfortunﬁtely some of the worse riff-raff This is one of our
= hard'problems inirece relations. Do you understand, Miss Funkhoo?"

"Parfectly ™ | '

"Allright then, Did you hesr from your brother?"

"Yes," ‘

"Tou know, the sooner you give it all %o me the soonér this will
be over, When?" 4

"A little before five,"

"How do you know the time?"

"I was in bed, The phone woke me. I turneé on the light."

“Ihana you, Miss hunkhoo. It was wise of you tc telld me the
truth. I have e shrewd no&ion of whet hnppened. Row, whet{ did your
brother say?"

“Thet his usefulness waa ovér and he had to 'leave the cbunﬁry."
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"Thet el170
“Yes, He expected me %o be questioned so he seid the less I
 knew\the better, He was ringing to say goodbye."

"We*ll get him, you know,"

“I think noti" e

"You meen you hope not."

"Both, " ' {
- "You knew -he wes in the underground?"

“I don't know enything sbout eny uﬁderground.\l khﬁw he worked
ngeinst the government," ) ‘ |

" "And you?"

"I'm e women, But I wish I were a menl" ’ : X
"I elso wish it were differemt, Miss Nunkhoo, I don't like
Apartheid eny more then you.do, But I'havekﬁuty to do. Did he tell
you about Naidoo." B SRR i :

"o, " - ' |

“But you knéwer' . e .

"Everybo&y'knowagIgverybedy knows he was‘@urdered,"

"He waan'f;;it wasnan accident he provoked,"

"He wes murdered!" : s

Her face; now, was herd and her expression mulealike end blindly
‘atubbofn; He thought: This is how they want'iﬁ‘and this is how it will
be:reeordedland the wall of hété will rise & little higher. ’

"You knew Naidoo?" : - /

"He ceme to see my brother.”

“Of ten?" '

"Yes, often,”

"And you knew why?"
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: "Their‘manhood demended thet they plen resistance and revolt,
"To do\otherwiée would be to deny their menhood," |

hLet ﬁe'givé you some advice, Miss Nunkhoo, I know you're angry
end I know you're upset, But you know, you'ﬁe Just confessed theat
you knew of people whose actions end intentions amounted to treaaon;
‘By keeping silent sbout it you are e party to 1%, My advice ise ’

- keep your thoughts end feeliqgs to yguraélf when dealing with sny
other lew officers,"

"If I were & m&Nessese”

“§19m9€/Miss Funkhoo! Ybu are 8 ﬁbman, not & men, end if you
express ?bese views snd sentiments té eny odlier officer of the 1aw
you will be prrested; Do you understand W

She's upset, he told ninselt ﬁnd felt & wave ¢f aympmthj for her,

'M‘e N ' .

"One lset questions You sey Ncidoo ceme to your brother, Did
your brother evem goiout end return with Naidoo?" ‘

 "Neny timeay"

"Lt ¢ lher peopl%é"

"Yes," w
"Indien?"
"Yea."
“Eﬁropean?"
"Once enly."
"Coloured?" ‘ ‘ : ,
"Ko." |
"RKever?T"

"Hever,”

*pfricen?" : A | :

"No."
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“Never?® .

fNever."

"You understend you'll ‘be in very serious trouble if it turns
out later that you've lied to me; end believe me, lMiss Nunkhoo, if §
you héve,‘wg'll find out,.” |

"Have you donef?™ :

“Yés, Thenk jou." He inclined his head slightly and turned to
the door. She followed him, '

"Our telephona.;..“ she seid,

"It's routine to disconnect the phones of peonle like your
bro ther,*

“But what of the patients?ﬁ

"He should have thought of‘fhat."

"Pleese; there sre sick old people.,..children,.,.who may come
needing eumergency help and we mey need to arrsnge quickly for another
doctor to see them.ssss”

He went out of the room without replying, The pssssge and the
waiting rooms were stif& crowded, It seemed thet suddenly 8ll of
Dr, Kunkhoo's petients hed become ill ahd needed attengion., But Van
As knew it wesn't 28 simple os thet, It was one of those groupm things
with whiéh he had become femilisr, Whetever the time of night or day
whenever some imporient leader wes being tesken or questipned or
hunted for the group would suddenly be fhere, appeﬂring frdm nowhere
end éverywhere. And it hed &' very distinc® presence, hard to pin
dovwn, ha.d to define, but forcefully resl, And it was uhil that had
led many I policemsr to jumpy end stupid ection often resulting in
the outbreak of unnecessary violence end rioting., He felt the preaence

c¢f the group now, all sbout him, not hostile buf ssseriive, ensuring

-

\
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that he understood.itsrnéture end purpose which was to warn of the
pompmmmE 1idden Torces behind the wanted leaéer and that those forces
woald protect his loved ones and the tn;n 8 that are his,

One of his men cume duickly down the astairs,

"Rothing there: an attic though which could easily be nissed,
But they pointed it out to us," 5 F o

f"m&nﬁﬁﬁ'%nASBMd. ; | 7

Ihe man called up the stairs ﬂnd t%o-others‘ﬁho ‘had been sear&hi
with him ceme down the atairs,.arms iladen wita paperss Lhey carried
$he papera out o tha'r car and s couple of uniformad mgg?:oigring
down two more loads of pepers as wellias 8 'pile of books.

At the door Van As turned begk to ‘Dee Nunkhéo &n&'saidx

' . the police

"I'1ll see whet I cen do about the telephone.” “hen/xnl; lef¥d
that particulsr house, Bu% qhe seareh went on aisewhﬂre. v,

A1l thst day, ‘and all through tha night, +the msssive police
round-u* went on, Sce“es of hundreda of men énd wolen were picked
up snd tekeén to GuI.D. cenitres all over the lend., The overwhelming
mejority wer®, relsased alter questioning, A few were held: no mors
hen seveﬁ hundred._ﬁut éven this numbe‘ would mftér epreful |
sergening end questioning, be cut by close on'hﬁlf. In tha_early
hours of the following morning the police achieved thefrifirst

o=
na

¢ 3 5 f a5 l’.«-&»’"‘\
or succegs of the mesaive sweep, They picked up five neepte in

-
e

& little hut outside Bloemfontein, Two were white, three wewe bleck,
Two o the black men hed been oonvioted of gehotage and>treaaon and
hed esceped while on uneir way to prison, They had oeen at large 5
for five rnonths, The other three, the two white men and the one blaek
men, hed been named as Communis®es end had been on ihe run for over a
Vesr, 7 | :

In Cape Town the sweep ylelded up & nemed coloured communist ihi

2 \



213

the officials hed written off as being dut of the country. And
in Johenneshurg they got no less then #ix men‘auﬁpeéted of being
pretty close to the top leadership of the undeground,
Later the following norning, in Q;cﬁde& courts ell @ver the
lend, hundreds of people were sentenced to house errest,
ind in ell this setivity Kerl Van As stayed in the redio room
gifting 1%,
at Security, examining the informetion s it ceme in,/checking mamm
the‘gundreds of nsmes that eceme through: searching, waiting., Now
and then he isgued 2} speci@% instruction. : o /
On the seecond dey of the massive sweep he knew that he had
lost both Nkosi~Dube and Nunkhoo, If the& were picked ub now, it
would be more by accident then design; And yet he knew how close té‘
success he hsd been, TWo days @go, with Sammy Naidoo in his hends,
he was on the verge of vreeking the Kkosi nyth snd pérhmps the
derground wi*h it. Fowy f{ron everywhere there csme reports of
the whi@pering caﬁpaign'of the vietory of thé hunted over the hun ters.
Government spokeamen in‘parliwmant g hm1¢eu the sweep aB a
great victory for the forces of law and order end a gréat defeat for 7
T YR ke e ) ~ |
subversgive agents ol communist reéveolution, Byitlbhe Nkosl 'myth wes
spreadin%

A i e S

b the wesend, sfter nearly two days without sleep, he

oW

hended over control of the 1o ol overstion to Japié DuPlessis end
went to s s for eighﬁeen hnurs, But now, in the long Leep of
atter physical end mental\exhaum%ion, the lurking thing in the dark
shedcws of his consciousnesa stepped boldly into its centre end
trensformed sleep into & susisined end torturing nightmére thet pinned
him to ‘his bed, And 80 the man tossed snd swested in sleep, fighting
‘ ‘q brep frae n' the nightmsre; mosnihg, otesting, nunbihgeg, seized
"1» ) wew Ly Lo S"‘”"""‘“"‘\“"‘Sf“w]”“-“-*(\

[ PPN} .\‘QL_._ aiu‘-«t (A - lj.‘.rrbn foea
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Cld ¥eun MOOI?Z the richest Indien in the lanqalwaakacaep%eé 83

Just sbout the most resctiocnary non-white in the land, He had expiessc
himself frankly and openly as against the resistance, He made no

WA :
secret of his very largeAdonaﬁians Xqu2=benef-to the parity in power,
He thought, snd said, thet the Indisns who tried %o fight thekwx
governuent were fools fouling thelr own nestse, /ind for him the greates
foolichness of 28ll was for the Indisne %0 moke comuon ceuse with the .
blacks, He seid, end thi® went homé with most Indisns, the Indiens
had more of & future under the white men then they would have if the
blacks took overs for them the lesser evil wes undoudtedly white

rule, Aund 614 Men Moolzs had drauatic factusl information of Indien

’

experience in E=st Africe tp underscore his point, /And because
614 M=n Mools Wesaﬂlﬁuﬁtbnmkki&eﬂsﬁ501 apd the lgvg gt T&ngle employex
i~

of Indien lsbour ¢gn his wugsr Hﬁt?tﬁé, noior¢es end worehouses, meny

of his fellow Indisng listened Ho him, - -y
" -

For the ssme resson, -and because his views me¥ with their
approval; the government left eldIMan Moela slone, ilohe of his laﬁd
had been expropristed and when ihe Indian tenement area of which he
was lendlord, and in which he hed built himgell a large nonsion, was
esigneded a 'Buropean Aresa’, OLG lien moola, un¢1xc others elsewhere,
was ieirly compensaved for the value of his land and wze allowed o
retein freehold titie to the land on which his home stood snd to go

on living in it. And so Old Man loola was tne 0?+% Indisn = indeed

“’G-\M‘

the only nonywh.l,‘ke - in the land living in w

N
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01d ¥sn Hoold wes jﬁst‘a little over sixty, short snd very
round and @ very grest lover of food aﬁd drink, 'Cld Men' was
univeﬁ»a;;y eccepted es his Firet npme. Cnce, o verv long time g0,
he had ancther firsu name,but somewhere elong the wey it hed been
.ldst. Rew ail importent pepers, cheques, deeds ‘end the dike wnich
bore the siyle '0lé Man Mools' were honoured es pronerly endorned.
The wordd hed begun %o call him '01¢ Man Moola' Way back in his
early twenties when he had started his road ﬁc financial success

iitvtlie : where he errned ths first o

with s/merket stell/ pounds waich he

inpedictely lent out &t twenty—five péroént.f‘lﬁ those deys he had
been amull end thin as & reke, rnd slwaye hungry. Since then the
pound Leo &iven way %o He Eand and the lznd hed ceased to be part
of the Coﬁmonwealth‘an& Empirg, and tha_vaﬂt suns he had given to
cherity in the bopes of an ov&ntual knighthood were wasted, But in
spite ol all the . chenges the foriunes of 6ldiean Xoole hed g?own, end
he had shown e gzeater cppacity for survival and’expansion thanvmast

men in the lsnd. .’ 3

\

-

Now, his BRI oulLy son & inevidtably neme 'Toung ien moola*by the
rest of the mnzlu - entered tie ;ugge cool. cffice frem which 014 Man
Moola controdled hig empire. Yountfpool& wau of medium heigh®, much
. feirer than his fether and hévhad the poise and essursnce that ceme

)
from = Iuropean education, snd the air of phy;icc, £itness and well-"
being that ceme from heving répreﬂénﬁed his college &t grrnes, He hud
been in his {iret yeer when Dawodd Nunkhoo hed been in his finasl
yesr ot the seme university in Scotlend. Uhliﬁe Pun choo he had worke
for a bﬁainesm degree r&thér then o medicel one,

The younger Moola slid into a visitors' cheir opposite the
grest desk and walted, After o while the 6;d men looked up, The young

: . , ot ‘

t
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men fought down the ususl and oddly distur%ing"feeling - a-oompdund °
‘exesperation, affectionante contamnt and & tinge of ahame - thet was
the bwcfaround to 81l his pefsonul daalin&s with hio father,
“I wens to telk to you, fsther"”
"Pelks I'm weiting,”
"No, not like’® tnnt. ‘This 1s serious, very serious.” )
Tarstdrexnxiaezed 014 Hen Mools lesnsd beok in Ris huge chairy
dintertwined his fingers, thumbs pressi ny sgainst esch other, and

rasted nis hﬁndb on his prunchs Ha knew his only son disapproved of

im end in spite'of himself tne knowladgé‘hurt. Trouble was he could

o o

not help resoting end r@sronaina Yagme b0 hjs son £z he did towerd .
the TFur mnns, All thet training hud mede uﬂo boy more Europeen-
gounding that all the ~vropmanu of the lanu.

Cld Men Moola 1901&1 et hls fency desk cloo&. : \

"How much time you Wﬂnf- v

HInet really depends on you. 1 think this metter csn be settled
witnir the n@xt five minutes vut, inowia& you I'd szy 000 less than

helf en hours 1% might even run to ar'hcur." &

"“You in ¥roubie?" 01d Men uOOlP exenineu his szon's fzce sesrching

"Not the way you mesn, |

¥Not politics," he said quickly.-

Batter teke one of your pillm. vou'll need 1it,."

=
g
&
p.

t ro lltics?"

“Tgke one of your rills now, fether,"”

And beccuse the bey sounded more Eurpesn thet usuel, €1ld Man
Hoole guickly swellowed's pill from one of his ﬂrgwera. Then he

picked up one the telephonss end shids:,
*I don't %o be disfurbed ptelll Understendi"”
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ind becsuse it was to one of his employees, he spoke in a
nagging, high-pitched helf-shout., He knew his son disepproved of
this %00, but how else do you spesk %o your aurV&ntg? How else Qo

you show that you sre the bosa? _ A LN |

“Nol Kot atmdill™ he shouted in responsé Vo 2 question f;om his

very efiicient coloufed sedreiary. " Bor nobody! ot tillyl cell you!
U£der@tand?" then he.banged Gown The receiver and m&turneﬁ to his
50N, mtﬂb’LLy btracing hinsclf,

Toung MNan Moole said: "You Enow unwood Nun‘b 0, fatherssses™

"I don't have time o wnﬁée. You Zmow Ighnow nime I 2lso know

the police wen¥ him end he's disappegred. Go on,"

"You know Whyseess"” 13 X {
i I /
"You iy this demn~Tool ‘pélities of his?" - A

“Yes, Now thet his usefulness is over he ras o lesve the

e indisn under=

et

couniry and I rust Leke hia Mierce ns the Jlesder of ©

ground resistence, s sw.e®

_ Uy ¥ uml‘k¥£;3 looked

- OLd Men Moods begen 10 swell 1D, D eemmt—, s {oce xmxxnﬂ
‘ ! : as though

bloaﬁed wuaﬁenly.‘ﬁe grﬁbb@d‘r his coller/Rikxmxrxmes choking, then
he jumped gp and begen ‘to screém, hopping evout the lsrge room like
& men gone med, This wen} on.fcr_perh&pu three~querters of e minute;
then the s'lorm pessed os suddenly es it come, FHe went bsck to hie
ch&ir, teok out o bﬂOWj handaereh¢ef end wiped the spittle from the

corners of hls mouth,

\

wlﬁnoub ilooking he could\conjure up the expression\ of disgust
on his son's fece, the ssme &s it wes thet very first time the boy
.,had geen him expldde.like this, He thcuahf: ﬁhg%‘don't understond;
they =re born-t& weelin end they don’t understand whet it Yook to

uske it. He wanted fo exnlein to the buy but there were no words that

-



=

i NS TR i

could makxe he boy sece end underatand the terrible wounds he had
sﬁetainad. If is had been & cut or bul¢at wound on his body they
wouid 21l- see and andarsuand Llsoens
"You fooli" 0&u Hon loole muwrmured wearily. "Teu damn-bloody-
edgcazeuwgnia-arse fool! This what I spend my money Io;? ;nqy Zoing
cufeh/ggg vaey going Jall ybu end they going beet ali that educetion
out of you end turn you beck into & begging coolie., Tuab what I work
for? When tuey catech yod they going drag me down Yoo end Sake evéry~
thinge Iducried fool! VWhy?! Why wyou have fto do this to me?®?
v "Becouse you educated me, father.”‘.
"I wented you te be a better man'ﬁhaﬁ mey UOT Eooli"
flike you, father? Sd chéke& by gﬁﬂt they,rnd you,'do?youraalt
thnt you have o go screaming med,everj now and Shenf*
"Like me, yesl Tou sneerh,at iz it not for we where would you
bel I not good enough fop yow but f naxe you! I'm rich #nd 1/§§3k
up the ielephone and bﬂli N governuent ministver,' |
*1 wont you'tofmaka such a o&ll, fother,” young ¥oole cut in. ,
"But not %o o Minlsger, %o Chlef Inspector DuPlossis,"

“I won®$! 2'm not having suything with you end your fool politioc:

AN

"I'm sorry bul you nust, fether.”

4 wcn't! And I‘disown3jou§ Legve  ny housel Lesve me alone! Tou
no son of minel, Gol™ . h

"Think, fether, And plemse listen for e moméu%. Devicod and
‘enother frisnd cf‘ours, ogéveVen more wented tﬁ&n Dewcody-—an Africen,
ﬁgﬁn your house o4 this moment, Three days #g£0, €1 ilte stert of i
the g;i'--ac‘i: round=up, _Il teok them fiom where theyywere hiding and I
‘brought them %o your houae. If I hed not done this they would heve

“been ecught ond Semmy Eaiaoo would h&ve dieo %0 no point....
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"Oh no!" 0ld Man Moola pleaded., "No!" He clfsed his eyes and
swayed from side to side, meking soft moening #oiées deeplin his thre

"I'ms sorry,"the younger Moola seid more gently. "I wouldn't
heve done it but there was nothing else to do. Yours was the safest
hoﬁse, one of the few Indian homes not suspected and not sesrched
end in & white area too."' |

"And you bring this danger on your moﬁher and your sisters end
ne?" : .

"They would heve been caught, father!™ | /

"I don't cere about them! They are nothing to me!"

"I cere, and you'd better cere now becsuse if they are ceught

.you will be undone too,"

"I'1l say I know nothing sbout it! I'll swear! I got friends in
high places, people who owe me favours!"

"They won't believe you, father.

"They will!"

"So you trust them that much.”

"Trust doesn't come into it."

"I've shown I'm a friend., I've given money. I give the% present
I've expressed my opposition to all your pplitical nonsense, They'll
believe me, you'll seel" :

"They won't father; I'll see that they don't. If my friends eare
caught because you won't help I'll see that there is evidénce to sho
thet you were really a secret suppérter and finanacer of our movemen
end that your friendship and gifts to them werétjust a front."

"No! You won't!"
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"You just try me!"
~"Bu¥ jou ere my son! I'm your father! You cen't do this me; to
your mother and your sisters!" |

"I cen and I will,"

"Whet kind of = son are you?"

-;One who had to stend up becsuse he was a man, end who hed to
try end make up for his father."\

"Blood is —-" | | ’
4 "Blood is blood, nothing else...." |

The flow of sympdlhy, now, had dried up. :

"Please, my son; I'm an old men,™ I% is haerd to bear the bitter-
ness of a son.," '

"God how yog weste time! Please understand thet your best hope
of remeining safe and holding on to whet you have is to help us. Of
course, soo;er of later, they are going to take everything you have,
wha%ever you do. But you won't believe that until it happens. You've
gotfen this far on your wits and by bribing and pleading so you
entertain the
erterteimxthe  delusion that you can ride out the storm this way.,"

"You despise your father," Por tha Piest tlhe the son felt that

his father spoke from the heart, ‘
mXxximg "No., But I do not respect whet he is and whét he hold importa

There was a sudden, blinding flash of anger,

"What do you know about it? You nevef been hungry or pus%gd asid
or beaten up and called curry-arse! I mede sure it‘never happén to yo

b know, That's why I cen never despise you. There was no one to
help and protect you in the jungle like you protected me., I understan
that. But we are men and we must fight to be meﬁ rether than brutes
in the jungle." ' '

"And in this world,pf men my song would blackmail his father,"
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"Only in ordef to help the fight to replace the world of brutes
by the world of men." '

"And these‘black/friends of;yoﬁrs\who murder end massacre Indian
ere these the people of your world of men? You would risk all_we have
for>them?* :

"For ourselves; father! For ourselves! You're not a2 fool énd
you know it!" |

"No, I'm not a fool, You are the fool who believes the fairy
story that in the end goodness mgst win, With‘all\your goodness you
will lose," ' w

"Rhen we must lose. To do nothing would be worse than losing,"

"What is worse than losing everything you heve?"

"I think you know that, father. You're trying to shut your mind
to it but you know," :

"God help us if the blacks take power.,.."

R : lest nig

"God help us right now if we waste enymore time. The police/
picked up the only person who knows I took Dawood and our fridnd to
your house,"

@1d Man Moola leaped out of his big chair end his song hed troud

A EFeEITeT 0 fit of screaming and
calming himj but in the end, after £ stormy thx!lxntnlxxxxzxﬂxxxxxxx
kxzargy cursing, Young Men lMoola did calm his father down,

'But it was enother ten minutes shd e large brendy later before

01d Men Moole felt sufficiently in control %o make the phone%call

hiagfréév;aﬁted hiﬂz‘ﬂ’_co makei L w b p tz SR Ve U i T WA

75

@giki“‘1 The 05&1 took some tiﬁﬁaﬁo get through ame Chief Inspector Japie
L%MW

L DuPlesais did not sound aﬁ=$hsugh—ho=wagnglad to receive it. But the

" metter wes urgent so 0ld Man Moagla ignorid DuPlessis' coldness. The

men owed him & world of favours, . iy e



2e2

"Sorry to bother you, Chief Inspector, especially wifh this
business on but two things. One: I dodn't know, if Mrs. DuPlessis
got the material I sent, Itwas very expensive and I wented to make,..

"Call me at home tonighf, 0ld Man," DuPleéais snapped.,

"Sorry I cen't, And your private number didn't answer."

"I've got to get to my office to receive en urgent private call
in five minutes' time. Perhaps laterse..."

"I understand,” 0ld Man Moole ssid at the cthef ;nd.

"Fine"DuPlessis seid, "and thenks for thinking of me, old men,
I'd heve loved it if things were less busy." He hung up and seid,
"Imegine someone wanting me to go endplay golf at this time; now,
where were we," : » ” ‘

Inspector Jéhsen end the other deddttdmes in the room spiled
prefunctorily and went back %o the business of questioning their
suspect., Jepie DuPlessis stayed with them for'four minutes then
went up to his room snd locked himself in. A minute later 0ld man
Mooia reng again, .. :

"I told you mot to cell except at this number," DuPlessis said.

"Sorfy but ifs something speciel and I wanted to give you first
reﬁusal. Our friend.from customs is coming on = warehouse inspection
at;two. In prepering for him, Iixm just discovered®s helf cese of

like so much. But I thought
thet stuff youixmxzmxfamixmf, I inow he'll want Jt,mkErxRExzmsExit
maybe you don;t have any more léft. If you not interested I'1l1l givé
1t to him, Butsesss" ; " '

"No: put it aside for me, 0ld Man,"

"I thought you might want it., ‘nd I elso have something special
for your good lady, So the sopner you come for it, the better."

“I'll drive by your home on &y way home tonight,"

i
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"Fine, Chief Inspector! And you een try my special brendy,"
) "Allright, About six, Now what is it you want?"

"I must hé;e your promise of confiqencg, Chief Inspector."

"Depends, 0ld Man,"

"Something my enemies, especielly my politicsal eﬁemies,would
use if they knew, Son of mine nobody knoﬁs enything about., You
know, & young men's misteke, only I wasn't so &oung.“

Suddenly, Japie DuPlessis wes in great good humour. Dirty old
coolie and I thought he was too busy meking money to have'time for
such things! He let out a gay roar that did violence to 0ld Man
Moola's eardrums ot the other end of the line,

"Allright, I promise, you dirty old man!"

"Well, I have a2 little place up in the mountsins, sbout twelve
hiles beyond my estate, Last night your people reaghed ﬁp there and
found the boy, he woulda't? tell\thém anything about himself so’they
errested him, He wouldn't tell becesuse of he,"

- "All right, Old Men., Nuff said. I'll look into it for you. YouRe
on our side and I'li see to it thet you and yours are sllright. What!
the boy's name?"

"He cells himself Dicky Nelcker. Nice boy, really but & big lia
Chi;} Iﬁspector. Low cless mother, you know, but I like the boy."

"Don't fuss so, 0ld Man! I promised, didn'tvI?"

“"Thenk you, Chief Inspector. I have gobd friends, I'm lucky."

"He'll be out of here in the next tep minutes, iﬂcky Naicker,

Allright , 0ld Men, see you later,”

Less then ten minutes later 61d Man Moola's phone rengé and
someone asked for his son. The son listened for & while then hung up
"You friend has kept his pfomiae, father, Dicky Naicker Bas

just been released, Thenk you.," '



"He's not my friend!" 014 Man Mools 8napped., "I meke use of

i

his greed; thet's all, Will you remove-your'two friends from my house
now?" \ ;

"Sorry but I cen't yet."

"So there's more blackmeil from my son?"

"ﬁo, father. As soon ss we get instructions from the under-
gramnd the Africen will be taken away, I will then get DaWood into
Portuguese torritory." i .

:"When?“ the old man ssid urgeniiy, ; .

"ig soon as we hear: today, tomorrowy next week, I don't know;
es soon as we hear,"

“They'll catch you, my son. An§ we will all be undone,"

“Thet is a chance we must teke,s..I promise you, I'll move
them és soonlns‘possible. Anﬁ thenk you again,"

- The young man rose abrubﬁly and walked quickly to the door. The
old men celled: "Jdo@,,..Tell me,sss” |

- The younguggbépeh B—=tas—weer ond furned siowly back to his
father, Longy ;ong time since the c¢ld man hadlcalléd him Joe z9%;
lest time 'wes before ke left for Europe., His mother, who hed been
born in India (the 0ld men went there %o get her) hed slwsys called
him Jaéphet; the old men hed given it the European touch and called
him Joseph; Joe‘nhxn during‘moments of special intimacy..He thought:
I'd better wetch out otherwise I too might lose my first name as he
has'dcne,<snd énd up signing myself '"Young Men Moola! to show thet
I em the son of '0ld Mgn Moola', Remember that is your name: Joe,
Joe Noola.

"The black man,” the old men seid slowly, tentatively, "He the
one all this fuss and search is sbout? The one they say can't be
casught and cen't die? That him?"

#
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"Yes, That's him,"

"You don't mind me asking,"

"Ho."

"And they know: your people - the underground - they know he's
in nmy- houae?” Rt

”No. All they ‘know is I've teken over responsibility from
Dawood for him, Kobody knows he's in your house,*Only you end I,"

"And the boy Neicker,"

"He doesn't know, Under resl pressure ha’couldvhave been forced
to tell thet it waé I who took them from the house in thé‘mountains."

"And 1f you get them away?"

# "Then its & small victory for us." He suddenly understood his
father's concern, "But there'll be oﬁher things to doj.some less
tricky, some as triéky es this one, But thére wi;l be other Jjobs."

"So there is né end to the dsnger?" "

"No., Kot for those of us in the movement, But when this is over
I'll try end keep you oud of it, I only toor them to your plece becaus
it win snd otiM 1P ¢ seriois emergency." | { ‘

"No end,".the old man repeated softly.

‘"Only for me, father," The &oung men felt compession fo; his
fether. "You're out of it efter this,"

"Except if there's another reaily bad emergency,™

"But I'11 try even then to keep you out, If fact, 1£ might be en
idea for me to move out of the house when this is over,"

\ "If you don't get ceught." ' ‘

"Thet's right." ,

"What if you do get ceught?"

"The penalty for whft they cgll 'treeson' is death,"
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: ;Cﬂn‘t you getv away - like doctor Nunkhbé?"
; "Only if your usefulness to the,mé%ement is ended, when you're
on the run aﬁé they're after you., To atay'then is to endsnger the
rest of the movement," ” "

7 "But you een go into Portuguese territory with Dawood?"

“No, father.,"

"You mean this movement won'+t let you?"

"I mean I won't go as loeng as 1 can be useful."

"Byt ite only = matter of time, Joe....."‘

"When the time comes end if I'm lucky I might be ab;g to slip
away en hour or so before they come for me, In thaet cese I will Join
the band of exiles fighting from elsewhere, If I'm not lucky then
they get me, But whatever happens.there'll be someone %o take my
place because our work must go omn," . j

"So this is & long thing, Joe; a thing without endisse."

" A long thing, yes, Tfather; bdbut not withou% end,*
- "And cen you see the end?®

"No." |

“And etill you risk your life?"

"I have 10" |

"You know I don't agree with youssese 17

"Or I with you." | ’ o

“But at least.,.."Then the olé men chenged his mind end added:v
Take cere, Joe; for all our sake;...."

The young men wabked briskly down the passege end took the
1ift to the floor below, Hare; on the third‘flbor of the four storey
building, the real'adminis%ration of the lioola empire was carried

on, The old man ﬁpstaira was more figurehead then executive boss now

R 0 S b S et st i i i el i » il i )
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His senior employees stili took the little 1if% up to the tranquility

of the top floor to consult him on 8ll major poliey decisioné, but

before cerrying out eny mejor new directive from %he old men they

‘always, end ss g matter of course, checked with the younger Moola.

And jus?t @s all his senior employees called the older Noola '0ld
Men' so they had slipped into the habit of celling the younger one
'Young Men', .

Upstairs,rthe‘pace had been easy, the offices spersely populate
by workers who hed grown siow and shaky in $he service of the lMoolae
empire, Jownstasirs, offices were crowdodftovburgtingand there was
the steedy recket of iypewriters end edding mechines, the hum of an
erny of voices and the constant pﬁrpoaeful movenent of people at worl

Befdre he reachéd his own office Joe Mooles wee stopped three

times %o meke importent snap decisions, Inside his office he rang fo:

the chief accountent, & man of the seme physical type ‘as Semmy Neidot

If enything ever happene¢ to him this men would in ell probablity be

the next lesder of theLmovement in Natel,

Fow, quiekly, tersely, he put the men in the picture about ell
that had tramnspired upstairs With.his‘father.\;ﬁe had no doubt in hi
own mind that‘his father would not bet?ay them but his duty to the
novenent demsnded that[giovided ageinst even such an uhlikely prmsh
possibility. !

Then they discussed somevof the problems invélved in quietly
getting & 1i1tle'm§re of the Essets of the Nools empiré out of the
cﬁuntry without the knowledge of the suthorities, Just ss lend, and
the right to freehold title hed been taken fiom the Indians and all

other non-whites, so the aay might well come when their businesses,

end the right end freedom to do business, would be taken from all
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non-whi tes., And without the knowledge of his father, Joe Hoola ,
had quietly started to provide sgainst just thet pessibility. It

haé to be very small because the auéﬁrities'were on the alert sgainst
the sudden flight of nstive capitsl, but at lesst it wses something,

His seeretery phoned to say that Dicky Nzicker was waiting, 80
ne dismiseed the arooun tent. '

As he welked into the offive Dicky Nsicker seid quickly:

"They allright, sir, NMr., Joe?" ?

"Yes, Dicky; they're slirighi. And you?"

There was a Blight puffiness under Dicky's left eyes end a dirty
hendkerchief was bound 1ightly sround his right wrist, But he was
smiling happily new, ' o= : . ‘

“I'm fine, bMr., doe, A fal bull poke me in the eye snd I gatoh; a
nightstick on the wrist but 1'm fine, But jeez, sir, Mr, Joej they»
beginning to get rough nbw. They beating up our people to hell-snde
gone. for no reeson, I see &8 bull kick one fellow in the balls for
no reeson and ‘i tell you I segred."

Young Moole seid:"Just a minute, Dicky," and resck for the hmkmy
the internal telephone, He dislled two n; nuierals, weited, they said
"I understand they're getiing ro&gh at C.I;b. headquarterg. I think
we need some lawyars down there, You know what to do." Then he hung
up end turned back to- Dicky: "Anybody question%at all?"

"No sir, I was s%ill in the cell with most of the fellows when
they call my nsme, I think they going quiz mej; end I tell you I scare
to heil Nr, Joe, sir; ceuse I don't know how long I c¢sn hold out if
they hurt me. But then they @ake me to t@e big man and he say some=
about 0ld Men's besterd and leugh end teil them to let me go."

“That's fine., Go down to the canteen and have something to eat,
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Cne of our trucks leaves for your town in & little while, The driver
xti&kzx knowa whaf to do, When you get home,. te11 Mi@s Dee everything
is fine?;%tehzgctor end our frlend ere safe, Tell her we can go back
Yo normel work end I will let her know s soon o8 1 get word from
Johennesburg. ‘Heve you got that?®
Idcky Neicker repested hi: instructions almost woréd for word.‘
“Pine," Joe Moola ssid. "Off you go now,"™
Dicky seid: "Mr. JoGsees"
Joe Moola sensed what wes coming end grew very still,
yd "Yes, Dicky?"
"About ¥r, NaidoOesess"
' "1Its true, Dicky. He's deed.® : L
Dicky swallowed twice then aquared his ahouldnrs, And locking ai
the youngstier, Joe looln wept inside,
"Helluva guy, that, Semmy N:idoﬁg“ Dicky Naicker said quietly,
then he swung about snd left the office abruptly.

"So he was," Joe Moolz seid to tgé enpty room. "So he was, W

J;ucky Naickér arrived home just as the/sun went down, Miss Dee
and Ciessie snd the young girl were walting for him =2t the door. As
he looked at them it fleshed through his mind that this had become e
houase of women: it wes up tq him, now, to make up for the absence 6f
- the doe and Saﬁmy - and that other ons, And he knew\thaf'he would
never be able %o do that. And Lnowmng this he would 8%ill make the °
effort, because that was the way it wes, the way it had to be,

~ He felt the terrible tanaion beneath Miss Dee's outwerd eslm,
so he seid quickly: "They awfight, Miss Dee; they bofh awright."

She shut her eyes briefly snd then he saw the glowiné relief,

"Thank you, Dicky. Welcome homee"'
I'm the man of the house now, Dicky Naicker thought soberly.
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1% wes & 1itUle alfter six when Karl Ven As woke from his 1ong,:i

Hibes

km% restless,smng disturbed,sleep. Por a brief while, in the very

Xt &

first moments of/Waxerulnuss, the nightmare face of Sanmy Neidoo g
boldly “
continued o danee/in froht of the mirror of his mind, It retreqted

" A,'___
P

grudgingly, uwnwillingly, when uhought,toox over, There was an
uncleeg taste in his mouth end en odd heeviness 2% the pit of his ;
stomache, He rolled onto his back’nnd lgy still for o llttle while, 3
He wondered how long he had slept, turned his head siightly, and
looked at the luminbus diel of the bedside cleock, It had to be aix
gt nighf, otherwise it meant he had slept for only six hours and thel
he knew,%hxt wos highly unlikely, He resched for the bedside lamp,
changed his mind, go¥ ouf'of bed in the dark snd went to the window,
avoiding pieces of fﬁrniture with the sureness of one who knew exactl
where everything was, He drew the curiains ‘aside eand lookad out at
the ciﬂa27:§; with the evening stﬁ} in bold brillisnt relief.,

He thought: How desolate, /nd with the thought came a sense of
deahlﬂtlon g0 intense that a2 sudden wave of fear swepd over him, He
turned %uicxly ﬂrom the window and now, ruaeu.mg for the light switel
he btumbled sgainst e cheir znd bumped 1nto his dresser, Don'{ be

'

a fool, he told himself sternly.
overhead
ihq/;ights AR R seemed unusually bright, streined his

eyes, g0 he turned on the anter bedgide light snd turned off the
others, He went into the bathroom,and cleaped his teeth, trying to
get rid of the filﬁhy taste in niu mcuth;?%is reflection in the
ahaviniwmlrror showed 9 stubbly three ﬁaym' growth of besrd end

bloodshot eyes, aeeminglj set far back in their socketa.
 He sterted a hot bath and while i% ran he- phoned, first the dut]

-

ol ol - i b i ;N
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officer ot Security, then thé officer in.charge ofi night duty &t
CoI.D. hesdquerters, Both reported fully on sll thet hed heppened
over the past eighteen hours. | %

The earrcsts were continuing, though on a smeller geéle. The
moet important errest had been made up in Johkanesburg Just & fow |
hours cerlier when en Africen suspected of being either the heead
of the underground or else one of the lesding figures in its inner
council wes taken in one of the Notive locations., His capture had
led to violence end & bitder piteched battlebwhd now in progress
between pelice end gangb of Slacka. In the main théNblﬁcks were
using stones end boitle wes weapons bﬁt & few of then were in
possession of small erms, A‘dengerous new feeture wes that the ﬁlécks
were beconing very expert at the meking énd throwing of YMolotov
| 6ccktails; So fer twenty-elght Africens ere known to havé died in
the-fighiting. And three pelicermen were nurdered, Once 2 geng of
blacks hed even tried to storm-the pglice stetion where the captured
nen was help, «These were well srmed =nd they onl} retrested when en
armogrcu cor was brought uPe |

retm But there wag 8till no trece of Nkosi or

the Inr*iﬁ Oocter. |

After these reports Korl Yen As pu% through e s*@cial ecall So
his oprosite number in Jehanhcsburg.

sssssfes, there wos no doubt sbout it, The fellow they held was
\'on&ofithe reelly big ones in the wnderground, Might:even be the top
‘men, How else eyplain the determined, mlmost suicidal, atbtempts to
free hine,.eeeT2lk? Hell no! They'd used%gverything whey knew without
gettingignything out of him, He'd goné'out twice end eseh time he

i 3 o o o
ceme round he'd anownA?n'ugly gmileseessDociors goingvto Try some
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drugs on him, Tou know;’the story=book stuff. Truth drugs end so0 on .

but Khey say he's too weak right now, Couple of these,reugh fellows

hed been at him before we took him out of thelr handsS.sees Ve mst

do something %o atap thia violence in the F0TCE.ssssdure thiﬁg.
Ne'll Qﬂ&l you as soon as ne aaya something or anything big breaks,

But fronkly, after what he'd gone through and held his tongue the

chances of any drug doing enything seem remotessses

The world, nbw, was more desolnté then it had ever besn, an
arid place' bleak, lonsly, distreasln 217, heprt-rnnainglj opprﬂasive.

He picked up the phone agsin and dlallea,Milarad Scott'srnumber.
She anawered almost ;mmeﬁiaﬁely and her veoice was like na fresh'coo}
ebent touching the temples on e p¥ifling hot day. ‘

He said: "May I come?" / ,

vhe said:/"zeé. Have you\emtﬂn?”

He seid: "No, In ten,Nfiftean mihutaa;“

uu@ gaids: "A11r¢vht."

de waited for her o hang up and the heaviness of tue world, now,

‘wes 8 litsle more supportables

de shaved, bothed and dressed quickly, # alight tinge of framgpy
to his nsate. ”hén,hevwent ouf into the early evening. The world,
ouuaia@, @eamed too normai, The lnynts were onj traffic flowed easlily;
near the uentre of taa city the restauran%i?wggiﬁbrlghtly 1i% and

filled to overfIOW1ng. And on the pavemenis people of all shapes,

| shadg@w colours, conditions, embled casually, freely, taking the

air, window shopping; boys looking for giels, girls for boy; r»nd some

‘siﬁer lonely ones hoping that by‘wnlking up ~id down +ae brightly 1lit

streets aameone, foir and kind snd understending, would recognise thei

lonelinesa and help dispel it, An- ordinﬂry night, 8 normal nii,hty

femilier the world over to the children of menkind,
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As uauni,‘Lena, the old Griqua womeon, opened the gate for
nim and secursd it carefully after he hed driven in, As she did so
she noticed that someone, a women, from the other side of the road,
thet white side, hﬂd taken careful note of the coning of the car,
She must remember to wern Miss Millie gshout Mister XKarl turning up
80 early in the evedmgg, People will notice, Only last week they
had g:nt a eouéle to jail beccuse the man was white and the woman
coloursed, And respectable people too, She must warn Miss Millie.

Ven As found Mildred Scott waiting under her favourite fleme
tree, o lnrg@‘jug~of iced orange\jufce at hand end a tall glesssful
weiting for him, 4And of course, here, in this shelitered snd scented
garden, sitting beside Wildred, the‘world was as the heert desired:
peaceful and uncomplicsted, (' '

He sald, very suddenly: ”I should have married youl®

"Oh!" She was startled; end she hsd thouzht he would not be abl
to do that again, (Just goes 1o show, she taid heraadf, '

j -“if was possible in those donys, Remember theose days?"
"But you,didn't," she sald, curious now tn see if he would
complete the thought-pattern, and how,

"It would hove settlad things," he said.'

She thoughts He's really in %roubla. md, he's heen in it for a
long time, but hmuonly Juat beginning to see it. Poor Korl, Poor
Karl, ¥

"I+ would have been an act of cﬁoice, Kord, ﬁot doing it was
also and act of choice, So things were réally settled then,”

He wes silent 'for h very long, And now she felt the pain in hin,
When he spoke sgain there wes e terridble bleskness to him, |

“Then reelly you sgree with Sommy Kaidoo." e 3
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"The men Who diéd?”,ahe asked softly,
"The same," he said, : |
"Tell me, KarlsssssThey 68Yseess" 3
"I kmow what they say but its not rues he wasn't murdered end
he WBbP't uortured. He chose %o dge. It wes what you Just described
as sn 2e¢t of cholce,"

"Oh Warl! Why does it trouble you s0?"

"Beceune if I'd merried you it wouldn't heve happened,"
Ageins$ her will

"1 see," Imxmpkimzafikrxmmik she felt hersulf withdrew and grow
cold bbweru him, ‘ ;

He felv it too and e grimece, tiqk~like, tugged a2t the left
corner of hia mouth, ‘

ﬂxbu don't see, Mildred. Hqt this time, God imows I want the
confor® only you can give; but_uot'in the way you Just thoughteeses
Belore'he diled ﬁﬁiﬂOQ’ﬁﬁid I.mﬁ& peéple like me were the real enemies
of ;ge nonﬁﬂuropeﬂgg. ,He/Shid without our brains end skills the
system wouldn't work, ﬂ'you vgree with him?“

“"Does it watter?®

"Pleape, Mildredi" :

"Allright, Karleysss™ She thought for s while end chose her words
with cere, "I'm mot sure thet you, ss en individusl, could stop the
system, no madter how much you went tes So I dismgres With Haidoo, 1if

that is whet he seld, But il what he said mesnt you as part of the -
then I

geneye tion who went to mxilsgs universitj‘ with bot@‘of us -
pgree with him, We feel (I hete to spesk as e noh-Edpean to you but
since you've forced ne I will, this once) thet Apsrtheid has been
stréngtheneé ené reinforeed and vropped up by people whq/;iienot
themselves rabid raeikiﬁ#tm. Whan you end I were &t university, Karl,

did it look as though the country would ever come to this? Remember
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how easily you and your friends lazughed some 1ittle‘na$ienalist on
campus out of countenance? Butl the prevaeiling velues were such that
ench was concerned with furthering bis own personal ambltions, which
led, uldimately, to esch in ?is’own woy becoming the defender or the

wpholder or the plenipetentiary of thg Apartheld UNOER WAIOH WE

!

live todays”

"3So0 fthe aset of cholce waa mode as fer back as that. Is thet.

whatAysu are sayingi®

(

"Tea, Korl, That is whet I'm saying."
"So 1f I'd merried you then tha choite would heve besn equally

clesrcuds” 2 : 4

"Yes, A3 cleercut 2e these tningg~ﬁver are." X
”;id you know this then?"
Poor, poor, Karl. "Ybs;"~\
"ind 8Till you eseses” Al

"I loved you, Kagg. Ma bhoiee;\for you, in our context, h?d
groster possiﬁiliﬁiéa'éf disestor Zmmxyxx than for mes We both knew :
this, That's wiy you shut your wmind to L6." : \ |

"But you feBced 1%, I loved you %00, but I shut ny mind %o 1t,
I took your life from you and shut my, mind to its memning;"

"I chose it, Kari, Tou musi'nt blame yoursell,"”

"would you do it again? Now?"

Ch my God! Whot aid this man Naideo do %o him?

She pulled herseif toge ther,

“That?m,ﬁotvfair, Kaprd, Cur worlid has changed,”

Ané'now,at last,shs'dould open the doors ol her mind %o the
knowledgefthat iove hnd Wween dend é LONg,REmE long time.;Buf the

tenderness, the concern, the conpassion = the aflerglow - would slway

s
¥

/’ ¥
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be there becouse it hed once been = clean end beautiful end sustvainin

\
love, ‘

He thought: If only I'd Xnown this then., But even es he thought

he e i &LM

it/v

I still love you," he ssid, "I elways will,"

From the deep derk recesses of memory he slmos® heard the old
philosphy vrofessor again, A silly looking little old Englishman
with filthy tedikh snd horribly tebacecc-stzined fingera....SGmething

determining their vision of the

about men's ci*eumatnnces/dnxnxxxng mknxxxkxgxhnktxxm woriﬁ
snd tneir vision of the world, in turn, dytﬁrmlng\tnelr oarcumstanoes
I am wh&t I choose %o he; but whet I choese to he depends on what
I am,

Ho goids "He really hated me, vou know,*®

_“The men Neidoo?"

n"}:’e&/‘ it

“I think you better tell me about kim, Korl," Its all very
unreal now, she %told herself; as though h@'é gone ewey end this is
just an echd of him, a sort of solidified shadow,

o

He made o gquick mo¥ion es though‘wiping something his check,

mucl 4 ‘

”Ho%/gg tell, Big fellow, Stronggbut doesn't know anything about
judo, “mew where thet fellow Dube~Nkosi was but wollldn't $ell, Dida'%®
have to die, though,” .

iHe imew vouﬁd make him talk someheﬁ or other,"

"So he chose %o ﬂie instend, But, Mildred, it wasn't even for
one of his own people!”

“Once you would have underisood thmt,/Karl." ol

“But;tne blocks sre not going to rewsrd him or his people for it

“That's not why he did it."
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“Bu% nn"u pecple are 1mportant, snd survivel is importent,”
de thcughtz But this is not who't I mean to sny to her, I'm seying’
all thesa Ghings, anything tha ' comes %o mind, beeﬂuse 9 want o
stop her going awvay from mesesee

sssssg0ing away from e, A A N : -

It reguired veryvpreéf efforsd indead but he pulled himself
togatﬁer. She felt the shadow recede and the man return from whercver
he hed bpen. She taoughﬁ: God how he' a ﬁrying; and Aar heart oOver-
flowed for nlm.

"Did 1t have bo cone o this, Mllﬁrad? Hate everywhore?"

"The lines are be:s.n'r drawm more aharp&y every day, Xarl,"

"You know I trmed.‘z'

s dnow, Kerd," x N\

"But you’va turned sgaiﬁdt me. |

‘“Wo“ q&alnst Jou, Kﬁwl. Aﬁu¢n9t whﬁt voulve beoame4 A

"But I maven't changaa! Tou believe what Heidoo said end I'm not
like uhat!....&oxng anay from Mawsees mildred, please listen, We are
not like thnt. e Airikanera are not monsters, You know %hat, You've
k¥nown ne mof& §n¥imate1y then anybody else, Sure there =re bruiss
among us 28 amﬁng‘all\people. but there gré decant onas to0j; honourabl
people, moral padple, upright people, as in all aoc¢mtieﬂ. All tbay
éfe fighting for_is survival, and they a:;&Qy veople,”

"We are getting nowﬁere nﬂw,ﬁ she sighed, "Let's not ~ot ¢nvolved
Jn a pointleas nolitical argument. We both know that we have long gone
bevond the question of the survival of any group, yours or Neidoo's
or mine...." She stonped in mid-sentence =nd thoughts: now ean I say-

this %o him now? He's opened his mind %o it end nothing can koep 1%
\\ : ‘ \ J

out,
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She fait unutterably weary suddenly, in . a dully ééadening

ﬁanner'thpt made e#en_thought an @fférﬁ. This was the end of love,
end pll Yhat wes left was hellow, It had been & grest love once,
all¥cnnsuming, ali=giving, with the /fine cereless inexhevetibility
of en ever-flowing fountain, Sow it was exheusted, drieduup,’empty,
hollow, ’
"Se now “there 1is no point o telk between us,” he seid bltterly.
She thought, escrping into the relestively sefe rele of histooy
tencherg: They do not record snything of thewpeople cought in the
crossfire of the greet morsl and spir%tual boitles of historys; people
ceught in the crossfire, paople like usy dre on the edge of things,
not involved, 80 not wbrthy of being reeordeds ?né yet the most
terrible cesuslties sre there, Ko, thﬂt’é not'frue. Fe's invol&ed;
he elwsys has been, It ﬁas I who thought non-invelvewment possible,
But it isn't eny moré: not now, not ih this lend, nci for those born
in fthis lend,...sWhet hed he Just s=1d? No point to islk tetween us,
A That's notitrue, Karl, All I mesnt wee we shouldn't becloud
the breic issues.of our ege with th§ pointiess politiéal gﬁgument of
what iz expediept.,Cartﬁinly, thet i unneceséary betweeni}ou end I."
"Sg you ere seying thet the difference betwean right and wrong,
go0d end evil, is to be messured in numbers, The mob is right!  The
nob is/God, esp?eially if it is blecks"y ‘
 "Ig this whet talk between us is reﬁuced to now? Ko,rzerl. This
hes nothing to do with mobs or God's colour or even colour. It has
td de with tyranﬂy, with oppreseion, with human}eruelty: all the
things minor”iiea heve elways done throughout history when thgy‘tried
to hold power ggsinst the will of msjoriiies. And now, here, in our
time, the issues heve besn reduced to the besic conflict between goecd

and evil,"
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"I see, White rule is evil, Blzck rule will de good.,"
"Ho, Koxle I don't lmow that, What I do know ig that there
is no hope of good any more in white rule., You insisted on this
conversrtion, Kerl, Ne hope of good, And when'there i® no hope of
gbcd then tge evil is complete, Black rule aay indeed be the t@éible
thing you'fear. From the liitle we hear and read it hnskpann all
/
that terrible in other perits of Afvica, But éven if it were, because
it woiild be majority rule, there would be hope for goods I think
that is way your éammy Haldoo died that a blfck men may 85CADE YOUees
A Ebw I've done it, she thought: fiﬁally and completedy.
she rose abrupitly. |
"Gdodhye, Eard"
/He rose t00s And rising, he %00 khsy, that everyfaing was finall
ond jeonple lely doné. She "began te walk away from hlm, towerd the hou
"11dr0ds ¢ " ;
She faltered.

| He Boddy biokenly?d "I \tried,"”

She corpiedwon to the house, head up, body erccte The old Sriq

“‘ woman camehto %@r end she said: "My, Drrl 1s leaving, lena,”
The old woman went to the gate and opened it for Marl Ven As
%o drive out. Then she shut it :nowing,"instiﬁctively, thet she had
seen the lagt of this men, ?
Zarl Van As stopped at the first bar, downed two double brandie
very quiekly then looxed up the telephone number of /fnna de wet.
When sihe snswered,tRExpizug — har cager
AN invitetion filled him with s terridle fear, ~And 2s he drove to wex

B et daghy el L \
E” place he for the men he would hsve liked Kerl Ven As to
@ ot Lt b ' i e : .
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