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Anqela Cropper

Chanegllor,

A nativg dmgrican proverb declargs: “We do not inherit the ¢arth from
our ancgstors; wg borrow it from our children.” Mrs. {inggla Cropper
modgls visionary lgadership in consgrvation, sustainableg dgvglopment
and social justice.

d national of Trinidad and Tobago and graduate of UWI in €conomics,
and loaw, {dngela Cropper has urged prizg winngrs in our university to
makg conscious choicgs as custodians of their world. Shg opgerates on
strongly felt conngetions to community, to family, to the garth itself.
From an impoverished family raised by a valiant mother who taught
that no amount was too small to bg shared, {Ingela Cropper sgems
driven by what shg can give back.

€vgn as shg cherishes closgngss with her siblings, she communicates
profound social consciousngss garly gxpressed in political activism.
Nationally, she has sgrved both as an Indgpendent Senator and as Co-
Foundgr and President of the Cropper Foundation, a non-profit
organization that focusgs on sustainablg dgvelopment. {ibroad, she
has bggn rgcognized as Visiting ®Pistinguished Fellow at the Woods
Holg Research Centre and at Yalg University.

s Chair, Megmber or Trusteg, she has worked with local organizations
likg the €My but also in the World Commission on Forgsts and
Sustainablg Pevelopment, the Millgnnium €cosystem HWssgssment, and
cgnters for forgstry regsgarch from Guyana to Indongsia. tHer gift for
conegptualizing and networking issugs on both minute and global
scalgs placgs her on advisory boards in CHRICOM, Japan, the
€uropgan Union and Canada, and to institutions ranging from the UN
@lobal €nvironment Facility to the World Bank. (s a recipignt of the




prestigious Zayed Prize, she was applauded for catalyzing “numerous
activities for equity, peacg and sustainablg dgveglopment”,
achigvgments that contributegd to her appointment as q{issistant
Seeretary Gengral and Peputy Executive Pirgetor of the United Nations
€nvironmgnt Programme.

Her conegrn gxtegnds to the €rts. In honour of her son, a writer who
digd prematurgly daring his programme at thg lsondon &chool of
€conomics, she founded a Creative Writers” Workshop to nurturg
promising Caribbgan writgrs, and not only attgnded the sgssions but
cooked for an array of diets. {dditionally, shg gstablished a
scholarship for &€ students gxcelling in public sgrvicg.
pronouncegment of its first recipignt, “There’s morg to lifg than personal
advantage,” became a slogan on theg Cropper Foundation jersey.

Wngela Cropper upholds regspeet for lifg, clinging tenaciously to
principlg gvegn in theg tumult of rgpgated personal disaster. €ven
following the trial in which Pitman and {dgard wereg convicted for the
murdgr of her husband, her sister and her mother, shg maintaingd her
opposition to the dgath penalty. deknowlgdging current lgvels of crime
and gnsuing fear, she urged that tolgration of capital punishment
inurgs us to violgneg. “I know that John and my sister werg against the
death penalty,” she argued.” | can spgak for them with confidgnce
becausg ... like me, they felt ang Killing, whether it is committed by an
individual or by the Statg itself, is a stgp too far.”

Her private self complgments the public figurg. {dmong her closg
acquaintances she is caring, rgspectful, artistic, a joyful gardegner. She
contrivgs an gxquisitg cgnterpigee for theg dining tablg from ordinary
and randomly gathegred Igavegs. On theg intgrnational stage, through
lgadership in gregn-building and job ergation for a low-carbon world,
sheg promotgs social and geological transformation.

In driving down degp roots in family, nation and thg wider global
community, in her ability to withstand thg storm whilg maintaining
impassiongd advocacy for natural and human dgvelopment, this
uniquely brave, gengrous and brilliant woman gives life to ong of her
favoritg quotations — a statgment by Cultural fnthropologist, Margaret
Mgad: “Ngver doubt that a small group of thoughtful citizens can
changge thg world. Indged it is thg only thing that gver has.”

Chanegllor, | present Mrs. {Inggla Cropper, and ask that by the
authority vested in you by the Council and Sgnatg of Theg University of
the West Indigs, you confer on her the degree of Poctor of l.aws,
honoris causa.
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