enough for Tobago,

Chapman nrwmm'l‘ol-gu.
‘since I can well understand Mr.
Chapman’s c¢bvious reasons for
. making such a statement.
* 1t is, ‘rather, to informed the
; public correctly (and moreso the
- Panmen and people of
. who might be inclined tv actept
Mr. Chapman’s nmd accusa-

Your
Opinion

tmw&emwmh—
| tion of Steelbandsmen of which I

| was president general fur eleven  Irvine
.| years, ending on July 5, last.

First | would like to remind the
public, that Mr, Chapman was the
Pperson nominated to contest the
election for the office of presi-
| deni general, late last year (1970)

- against me, and received atotal of
some six or seven votes.

As from 1963 all funds paid to
the Association of Steelbandsmen
by the panmen in Tobago were
paid directly to the Tobagobranch
of the association,

PROFITS

'hﬁeT&pMnﬂmﬂm
between 1966 and 1971 was 360 .
a year per steelband.

assvciation had a membership

comprised of the members of some

16 steelbands which would mean

that the Tobago brauch should .
have been in receipt of funds of
not less than $960 a year from

contribution alone.

Added to this whatever profits
was realised from functions (fes-
tivals ete) by the Tobagu Branch
were kept by the Tobago branch. -

Between the years 1963and 1971,
it was once and once only that any
sum was received by the central
body of the association and this
was some time in 1968 or 1969
when a sum of $500, was given
on loan by the Tobagu branch, to
assist in the.payment of the return
air passage of two adjudicators
from the UK. The adjudicators
wages and hotel accommodation
for three weeks involved a sum of
over $7,000.00,

STATENENT

ween the yeals 1963 and 197),

as can be verified by the present
T4 ima, Conne Biior Egbert

l wien  Goddard; L C

(atl mnmul 5
raneeiation - turing T Ui
K and . Renick. Thomas
(treasurer), 1 'am not aware of
the central executive of the asso-
cialion receiving as much as once

~ tion),

. finance from the association.

* writer and other office equipment.

Between this latter period the

a m mmumw
from the Tobago branch,

This with the exception of once,
can also be said of the South
Trinidad ‘branch of the associa-

1 will now like to mention just
some of the benefits received '
from the association by Tobago
panmen over the last eight years,

In 1964 two Tobago panmen
namely Morrison Remeo, of Old
Oak Starlift in Canaanand Clunis
Clarke, of Casbah in Roxborough
visited some 13 States in the USA
through the association.

EQUIPMENT

in lmmlurmm
the association, these two Tobago
panme. visited the UK Canadaand
New York respectively, and be-
tween these years each of these
two Tobago Panmen was inreceipt
of more finance from the associa-
tion than any other panman the
whole of Trinidad.

There are others too who are
from Tobago and were members
of the National Steelband, who did
not go on tour but received also

In 1965 the Tobago branch was
given by the association a type-

 In 1967, the association’s central

Buccoo Pnhu for ﬁe steelband |
festival. : e
A@dmthi':,ﬁ!umehﬂn-'- iy
paid for the truck transport of
zummma-mmm

TAXI PASSAGE

hu M over Wbrﬂpumh-
tion for meals for the Tobago
panmen alone.,

For Carnival 1971 the assoeia-
tion on the reguest of the Tobagu
branch spent over $600 sendthree
j s and an official to judge
the Tobago Panorama preliminary
and finals.

Between April 1968 and June
1971 the return air transport was
paid on every uccasion by the
association for two Tobago panmen
to attend meetings of the executive
of the association, ;

.DOG EAT DOG

They were alsogivenallowances
for taxitransportandhotelaccom-
maodation

Mr. Bertille St. Claire* of Our
Boys steelband in Scarborough was
a vice-president from 1970 and is
siill a viee-president because of nt
submitting to dale as far as I am
aware, a letter of resignation.

The reason for Tobago steel-
bands getting only betwween $40
and $75 per night {or performances

at holels at Tobago, is mainly
because of the cut throsf and dog
eal dog behavio f a .m mlm

ufﬂ*ndﬁ 1-.rhe ieaders of a number
of Tubagu Steelbangis can verify,
s0 Mr, Chapman ought not to blame



