ABSTRACT

This thoeis treats that period of Haition literature
which spons the four decades betweon the Ancrican Occupa-tion
and the Revolution of 1946; Thé stinulus, which provoked the
literary ronadssonec of this tinc was the spirit of nationalisen
arouscd by the frescnce of white forcigmers on Hadtian soil, in
thelir traditional (colonisl) role as mneters of the indigonous.
populations The sonoitivity of tho Hoitians to such a
phanonenon gcﬁerated a collective awarcnces of the politico-
cultural reality of the nation which profoundly affected cvery
gphere of intellcetual activity. Litoraturo;’inApartieﬁlar
poctry, rcflected tiis national 'erisc (e conscicnce.!

The effect of nationalisn on Haition writing can be
traced back to 1804 and the chapter, on the 19th contury gives
o resunc of the chonging atvitudes to ndtiondl identity before
1915, It also forms a backiground to the dissatisfaction of the
generation’of the Occupttion with thoir litérary forcbeoars,

The litorary revolution, firsf vapuely otated in the
shortlived abstraction of Inﬂigonism; wae brought info sharpor
focus in the débato over the relovance of folk culture to tho
futurc of Haiti., Until the 1940's this debate ronains
nanifestly internal with & sustained diesloguce between the
"Morxd ete! and 'Africaniste.!

However, soon, the notion of a universcl black cultural
houoponoity drows Halti into the mainstroan of the 'ndgritude!
novoments But historieally a il efit apong those socking



'political autonony, Haitlian writers were auong the first to

question the validity of such a ronolithic black culture. In
this confrontation they resort te the distinetive corploxity
of their national eulture which not only cnables then to sco
the linditations of 'ndsritude! but once nore to inedet on the

crcative potontial of the national oxpoerdenco,



