ABSTRACT

This case control study set out to examine factors
contributing to the problem of juvenlle delingquency amcng
girls in Jamaica.

It was carried out partlily at the Eshere Remand
Center - ar. institution administered by the Correctional
Services Division of the Ministry of Nationzl Secur-ty
ard Justice. Also featuring 1n the study was =2
corresponding number of vyoung females atternding the
Kingstcn Secondary School.

The study was undertaken between May 31 and July 7,

Thirty-three juveniles out 2 a tcotal populaticn of
3% from the institution were intervliewed as well ag the
same number frcm the secondary schecl. Two Jjuvenlles
were unavailable for 1intervziew. Al the girls wers
bDetween 13 and i8 years.

The comparisen group from tne Kincston 322oncar
Cchecl were selected from a potertial sampie cf 1Z21 whe
were enrolled in grades 9 to 11,

The study indicated that the maln vrisk facters

assoclated with iuvenrile delinquency among girl
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Aksences of father, viclence 1n the home, drug use
arnd abuse assccilated with gangs and separaton from

mother .



The ¢rimes most frequently committed were wounding,

uncontroilable hehaviour, and fighting all invelving 3
higk level of aggression. The reascns glven are
dzminated by: influence of friends, for mcney, for sel:l
defence ard revenge. The mean age of offenders wag 1%.°7
years,

The desirarnility of minimizing the phencmencn of
dellncuency chailenges all sectors ot the socisty tc
coordinate effcrts in a multi-sectorzl drive.

Energies nesd to be focussed ¢on inter-zlia, coni 12z
rasollution, training programmes for youth zand fthe

promaotion of familv values.



