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Settlement of St. Thomas in

Tne Seventeenth and Early ELighteenth Centuries
RALFH EGBERT WILLIAMS

Tnis study looks at the settlement of tnme parish St, Tnoma:
irn the seventesnth and easrly eightesntn century., 1t orings
together St¢. Thomas in the Cast and St. Davicd whicn tonoay make
up the modern parisn of S5t, Thomas,.

The vccupation by the Spaniards irm 1510 far from inoucing
settlement resulted inm oeciine, The Spanierds guickly subguecd
and enslaved the Indians and by the beginning af tne seventeenth
century only & few of the criginsl Arswsk lndian pooulaticn
remained, T 2 capture cof Jamsica in 1655 dic not lead toc any
large scale settlement, Conditiors remsinecd tne same in t-e
parish for some time, Guerilla warfare agsinst tne Spanish rem-
nants continuec for some time until the Spaniarcs were finally
driven from the island in May, 1663,

Early Englisn settlement in S5t., Thomes wes difficult, nNot
only did many die of diseases, as was the case of the Nevis
settlers, but there was consoiracy among the soldiers with liitle
food <nd nothing teo drink put water, Then there were the Negroes
who lived in the hills wh: triec to procure by force or tneft from
the £nglish by ecarrying out rsios orF the piantations, so much that

they haa o be huntec, In addition to all these was tne threat af
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Spaniards wnc wented to retake tne isiand, St. Thumas peirng on
1ne Coast was exoosec to attacks and sufferec greatly at the
nangs of the freach in 1894,

8y the end of the seventeenth century conciticns in St. Thomas
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rad imoroved to such an extent ithat itne settiements were growing,

especialiy witn tne estanlistwent of Civil government, ang the
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necline in privateering. Svgar was assured an important position
in the parish with the ovemise aof the smesll planters and growth of

large estates.



