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term ued. But in the midst
of it all votces of understanding
were raised. I mentioned Canon

5 Farquhar and Albert Gomes.

Here is an extract from Albert
Gomes column “Behind the Cur-
tain,” published in the Sunday
Guardian of January 8, 1950.
Gomes titled his article “Public
Should Discipline Slcelband Pre—
judice’

During the last four or
five years our community’s
attitude to the steelbands
has altered perceptively.
Fear and hostility have gi-

ven way to understanding
-and appreclation. The
. change is perhaps the most
- significent development in " .
the social field in years. * *
+ The great problem in Tri-
nidad is that of improving
the relazlons between the
underprivileged and the
rest; and, while it is true
that this purpose can only . |
\be satisfactorily achleved
by a su S
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ways, s! ‘ort of this, In which'
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and imagination had been
forthcoming during (he
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were in thelr Infancy,
many lives and much suf- Y.
rerlnﬁ would -have been
spare
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ence of poverty are of *
necessl(y ifferent, yet as
much an integral part of the
psyche of this underpri-
vileged class as the more - .
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a less harsh environment. .. .
The afflatus of the steel-
bands were absolute and In:

mately and inextricably
interwined .with the sensi-".* " -
tive emotional ‘fibres of
those who found in this bi- -
zarre form of orchestration .
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It was a way of escape
from the ugliness and brut:
ality of their world, and no-
thing short of deitroylng
them would destroy thelr

In the face of these stuh—__A ”_
born facts, the attempt that
was in fact made to sup-
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But the 1950's were to brmg be!-
ter times for pan. Peace over-
tures among the warring steel-
bands finally succeeded after
many unsuccessful attempts. A
Steclband‘\‘\ssocnanon was
formed andithese developments
were crowned b “‘Operation Bri-
tain” — the Trinidad All Star Per-
cussion Orthestra (TASPO) who
took pan to the Festival of Britain
L T

Thousands braved the weather
to give a grand send off to TASPO
members leaving for Britain on

to perform at the Festival of Bri-
tain. The Invaders steelband,
whose captain — Ellie Manette —
was one.of the 11 members of
TASPO, serenaded their leader
on the Port-of- -Spain dockside. As

the S.S. San Mateo pulled up
anchor, Invaders brought fears to
the eyes of manY with their rendi-
tion of the popular song:
My heart cries for you , ~
Sighs for you | 5
Dies for you

My heart cries lor you VER
Please come back to me.
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