ABSTRACT

This thesis uses arn expressionist-intentionzlist-audiercs-
reaction aesthetic Yo examine those of T, S, Zliot's plays wnic:.
are set in the present century.

7t seeks to illuntrate two fundamerntal iecnets of Blioi's
iramaturgy in the plays in a contemporary setting: the appezl 1o
the virtues or the Nazturzl Law, and the evocation of numinous
senzations. The presence c¢f these two organieing principlez, it
vasitie, indicates ithat the plays are intended to lead the
audience to the recognition of the validity of the religious
vergpective of 1ife, or otherwise expressed, ‘o awaken a sense

L 1

cf religicus 'fear' in contemporary audiences,

Thir thesis also tries to show that Flict's statements on
the nature of the poetic drama, as he conceived it, and his pre-
occurations with literature, particularly after 1626, indicate a
ifesire to cultivate this sense of religious 'fear' in nis
audiences,

What is presented in the main body of the text is therefore

an interpretation of the plays in a contempeorary setting, showing

now the audience is motivated towards a religiocus re-valuation,



