
The Prospects for 1987 

NEWS COMMENT.lmY 
For broadcast on Monday 
December 29 9 1986 , 6ol0p.m 

Good evening : The Old Year and the New Year meet and part during 

the course of this week : so what can the passing year tell us 

about the coming year? What are the prospects? Is 1987 likely to 

be any better than 1986? And how are we to measure any improvement 

or any decline that may be in store for us? Most of us 9 certainly 

our government~pokespeople 9 have grown adept at playing the 

numbers game in ways that ~ake for the most optimistic p~edictions 

possible o And so we hear about this percentage grow t h and that 

percentage growth , all of which point to things having stabilised 

or i mproved , and with the prospects for recovery now excellento 

But for whom? Which brings us to the other , and rare ly men tioned , 

form of measurement : the quality of life of the great majority of 

the Jemaican people o Wi ll the quality of life of the Jamaican 

people be better in 1987 th~n it was in 1986? ill housing be better? 

Will health services be better? Will education be better? Will the 

nutrition of our children be better? ill there be more hope of jobs 

for the unemployed than in 1986? Will our young people 9 and our 

school-leavers in particular , have more job chances t han before? 

How many of those who want higher , tertiary education 9 and ha1te 

the ability, will be able to go i n to college or university? These 

questions , and the answers to them 9 represent the other side of the 
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measurement equation as between numbers and the quality of life o 

If the claimed gains of the numbers are to be real t hen they would 

be reflect~d in matching gains in the quality of life o If they do 

not match then somethitjg is gravely wrongo Indeed , on this matter 

of balancing the claims of the numbers against the reality of the 

quality of l i fe the contradiction is almost unbelieveable o After 

nearly six years of structural adjustment the overhneilming majority 

of Jamaicans are worse off than they were in 1980 0 11here aregains , 
e m'me of I 

to be sure : there is greater secui:r ty;/the streets are cleaner; 

electricity is stable o But the price has been fearfully higho And , 

of course , for a minority in the society , for between say lOfo-20~, 

i t has been a time of high profi ts 9 rich rewards and big financial 

killings o But for the majority it has been a perio d of grief , misery 

and unemploymen t o And the indications are for more of the same in 

1987, if we persue the same policieso So what can we do? I said 
food 

it back in 1980 when we opened the country to cheap/imports and 

drove our farmers against the wall, I repeat it now : we must feed 

ourse~e'l;s from our own soil and treat it as an emergency measure o 

The United States i s in deep economic trouble which is why the hand­

outs are going to be less and less with time o There i s going to be 

no miracle upturn in the world economy for the next t wo to five years 

so we are going t o have to survive largely on our own by feeding our-
...--. . 

sel1tves , exporting what we can , especially our tradi tionals , and 

doing the best we can with tourism - but never putting all our eggs 
only 

in/one or two baskets o Self-reliance and di versity is the » ame of the 
game o And we must return to the wise policies of all previous J amaicar. 

governments of careful and prudent investment in Jamaica ' s single 

most important asse t: the Jamaican people and their wide range of 

skills intelligence and commitmenta Without such an investment to 
advance the quality of life , we have no worthwhile future o Goodnight 
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Christmas 1986 : 
Lesson s from the pa st 

NEWS COl\''l.MEN.fARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
December 22 , 1986 , 6 ol0p om 

Good evening: It is far too close to lihri.stmas for us to go on 

talking about curren t political problems: these problems will be 

with us after · Christmas and into the New Year, so let them rest 

for now o In i tead , let us thin k about Jamaica and Jamaicans and 

who they are and where they come from and what makes them who they 

are o We some/"".'\times sound as though we have forgotten that Jamaica 

and Jamaicans were here long , long before there was an IMFo We 

seem to have forgotten that Jamaica. and lrrarnaicans survi ved w!hthout 

the IMF o There was no IMF in the hard yeaxs between the two world 

wars , and very little imported food came in but Jamaica survived 

and fed itselfo She survived during the war when the British were 

too embattled and too busy trying to €tay free and feed themselves 

to worry about faraway colonies . Jamaicans and Jamaica. survived 

when there was no Peoples National P~rty and no Jamaica Labour Party 0 

She survived when there was no food aid and no loans or hand- outs 

from t he United Stateso Indeed , Jamai ca and Jamaicans had a highly 

developed 9 if tightly restricted sense of sovereignty when the 

United States were still only the Thirteen Colonies o In these 

days of over-dependence by our government on what comes from outside 

we often belittle this enormous Jamai can capacity for surviving 

with pri de , with dignity , with self- respecto And so there i s / 
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thi s tendency within the political cul tire to sound as though 

Jamaica and Jamaican s would perish from the face of the earth 

if there were no IlVIF and no foreign loans or handouts and no 

foreign II experts" to come and tell and teach Jamaicans how to 

run things o We seem to forget that J Amaicans hA.ve in fact been 

running many of these things for a long time o And often Jamaicans 

have to show these " foreign experts " how to do the things t hey 

have been brought in to teach us o I think it is i mportant for us 

to reflect on these things i between out very many Christmas 

activities o It is important to remember that Jamaicans made 

glor i ous Christmases for themselves , espe ciall y in the rural 

areas 9 long before the birth of the shoppi ng pl aza and the hard­

sell of latter- day hucksterso If you travel slowly through rural 

Jamaica right now you may just catch gli mpses of that other 9 

self- contained and self- sustaining way of preparing for Chr~stmas o 

And that self-contained and self- sustaing Jamaica is so much more 

graceful and generous and caring than the thing most of our 

poli ticians seem to want to put i n its place o To say all this is 

not to say we must or even can return to tb~ asto It ,is simply 
~ C4--- Jo St,~ 

to say t ha t J amai cans made life for themselvesLand that some of the 

things of the past were very good indeed o The way people cared for 

each other and for the old and the young; the self- reliance 9 the 

pride and self- respect; above all , the sense of sovereign self- wortho 

It is i mportant to remember these things at this time : to remember 

what Jamaicans have done for themselves , by themselves , and without 

any self-inflated and puffed- up political god- fathers o No one man , 

no mat ter who ; no political party , no matter which , should be allowed 

to behave as though amaica and Jamaicans cannot survive without 

them o~ s i s part·cularly inportan t for our young people o So be 

pround Land have a good Christmas of peace and love o Goodnighto 
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A Regional Christmas Message 
For Jamaica 

NEWS COlVIlVIEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
December 19 9 1986 , 6ol0p . m 

regional 
Good evening : The ·most important/news development of this week 

was the Tri nidad general election , its results , and the way in 

which political power was transferred from one political party 

to another " By Jamaican standards the electi on was as peaceful as 

a picnic organised by a church group : v i olence and nastiness were 

minimal" And when the will of the Trlimi dadian people became clear 

the outgoi ng government accepted that will with grace and set 

about the transfer of power and authority with quiet dignity o Indeed, 

the new Prime Minister told reporters that the outgoing Prime 

Minister , who had decided to retire from politics , stood ready to 

give the new government any advice he could , should he be askedo 

So there we had it : free and fair elections that were free from fear; 
almost 

/ no violence , no bloodletting, a minimum of the kj.n d of nasty pe:rtsonal 

smearing which is such a strong feature of the Jamaican political 

culture; and then the graceful and helpful and co- operative transfer 

of power o 'lhy can the people of Trinidad and Tobago do this while 

we seem to find it so hard? Is there something different about 

them? Do they have qualities and gifts that we la.ck? An d , lest we 

forget , earlier in this same year the people of Barbados also had 

a general election which also swe pt out one government and brought 

in a new government by peaceful , orderly , free and fair elections 

which were also free from fear o So it is not only Trinidad that 
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can do it; Barbados has done it too o It is only Jamaica , the 

third member of the '' Big 11hree " of the English-speaking Caribbean 

which seems unable to have this kind of free and fair and peaceful 

national election o Why? Basically , J emaicans are the same kind of 
Barbados and 

people as the people of/Trinidad and Tobggo; they have the same 

British colonial past of the sugar plantations; their political 

struggles have been of a bre.a.dly similar pattern ., So why the/differeni 

Vfny the violence in the Jamaican political culture? I do not think 

it ha.s to do with the J amaican charactero Jamaicans are not all 

that different from other Caribbean people o And I think we are 

dead wrong when we talk as though J amaicans are more violence-prone 

than other West Indians o If there is a difference it is simply that 

Jamaica has a bigger land area and so ambi t ions and the reach of 

the mind are a little larger ., But , and this is cri tic a.1 9 I also 

remember a time , not so very long ago , when Jamaicans conducted 
an d their elections 

their poli t li: es/as comparatively peacefully as the Trinidadians did 

this week , and the Bajans did e ar lier this yearo I remember a time 
election ~ 

when going to the party political/rallies was fun and games; an d 

you went from one par t y meeting to another with l ittle fear of 
political 

violence o So this thing of/violence is not part of t h e Jamaican 

nature or the J amai can char actero It is something new , not much 

more than about twenty years old , that has been delmberately brought 

about ., And for this I do not think the J amaican people should be 

blamed., I think the blame lies with this generation of politicians 0 

I am not saying all politician s are guilty of fo stering political 

violence; but even those who are against it have turned a .Jfi:t eye 

and thus acquiescedo And s o the mon s ter has been allowed to growo 

Thi s week ' s Christmas me ssage to us from Trinidad an d Tobaga - as 

the one from Barbado s earlier in the year - is that we can choose 
and change governments without vio_elnceo Goodnighto 
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A Season of Our Disconten t 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
December 15 , 1986, 6 ol0pom 

Good evening : Traditionally 9 at this time of year~ , the natural 

i mpulse i n most of us is to turn away f r om the things that are 

unpl easan t , the things that divide us and the things that make us 

feel sour . This , after all , is the tr~ itional season of goodwill 

and warmth and friendliness o So the news of demonstrati ons and 

roadblocks and ski rmishes between groups of disconten t ed citi zens 

and their own security fo r ces is di sconcerti ngo Where is the peace 

that should prevail among men at this time? Where is the goodwill? 

But are we supposed to generate an,! show peace and goodwill , no 
.. 

matter what ? Are peace and goodwi l l unrelated to day- to- day reality? 
person ~er son 

So that one/mmr ki cks anotherjmllll bu t because of the season of the 

year the kicked one smiles e.nd is et peace wi.th the one who kicks? 
people 

I don ' t think so o Rightly or wrongly , that is not how/mEC who have 

any kind of choice beha.ve anywhere in the world o You are kicked; 

you try to kick back ; you are hit; you hit back : you are di scriminated 

against ; you react with demionstrations and blocking the roads o It 

is the same everywhere , in Europe 9 the Middle East , Africa , Asi a , 

the Americas and the islands of the sea.so And there never is ar1y 

seasonal limit to he expressing of deeply felt discontento So we 

have seen , all over the world 9 all kinds of erupti ons on some of the 

highest and hmliest days in the calqnder of mankindo There was a 
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tirr.e , in the t urbulent 1970s , when the Jamaica Labour Party under­

stood this reality as sharply and clear]]y a.s possib e o They and 

their supporters were discriminated against end they reacted with 

demonstrations , roadblocks and the burning of rubbish on the s treets 

and roads up and down the country ; and like all people everywhere 

who are angry and outraged they were no respectors of seasons and 

high days o Indeed t what they did in the 1970s make yesterday and 

this morning t s demonstrations look tame 9 like child 9 s playo So 

why the over- reaction from the Minister of National Securi ty? There 
to 

i s clearly and obviously no present a.ttempt/:tklf: destabili se the 

society in these rela£ ively small demonstrationso They are obvi ous 

protests agai nst a clearly perceived discri minatory handling of 

the Christmas works programme such as it iso And it seems tome that 
, 

good sense would dictate that the Government makes some attempt to 

address that i ssue , even at this late hour , instead of soundi ng as 

though it sees the season of peace and goodwill a.s a licence to 

ride roughshod over every objection o Fi rst 9 we had the Minister of 

Lo cal Government cancelling an appointment with the nation • s 

elected Mayors because they dared to demonstrate ~x ob · ection to 
r 

the government approach to Chris;nias Work o This 9 as far as the Ministe 

was concerned , was confrontationist and he would not meet t hem til l 

this was abandonedo What presumptuous arrogance! Now , another 

Mi nister denounces as destabilising the government the kind of 

demonstrations the Jamaica. Labour Party i tself_ ::gioneered i n this 
qot~ t\<iil1 

country in the 1970s . There is no greateri-nrrogance than that which 

says tNo matter what I di d ; forget what I did ; just do as I say" o 

.And it is this atti tude to a nation and its concerns that i s key 

to our present season of discontento Change that attitude , heed 
7-~ Y 

genuine objection; and peace and goodwill may yet prevail 0 

if 

Good.nigh t o 
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Christmas ork 9 1986 

NE S COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
December 12 , 1986 9 6 ol0p om 

Good evening : Nhri stmas , 1986 is less than two weeks away and 

it looks like being a mean and miserable and hungry Christmas 

for very many Jamaicanso The traditional easement for the 

unemployed by the providing of two weeks of Christmas work has 

been so drastically scaled down that only a handful of people -
an average of 

/ only 266 jobs f or each constituency according to a statement 

from the Prime Minister - will get this work o Tnis is a very far 

cry from the time- honoured tradition of providing a little Chri stmas 
kc,<:S. 'l 

cheer for /;,_he poor at this time of year o And Jamaicans , r i ght now 

need that kind of easement more than ever before o Unemployment 

and under-employment are much greater than of ficial stati stics 

would make outo And hungry children and old folk are all about the 

place o The large number of laid- off civil servants have mo s tly 

use d up whatever savings they had o And the mothers who both mother 

and father their young in our ghettoes are going to have a bi tter 

time without that lit tle Christmas money to cheer things UPo And 
traditiofiM istmas work p _ 

to add insult to injury the little/that is available wil l tl.e.. 1,-.Q__ 

given out on a bi ased party political basi s o Indications are tha t 

a di vision of that work on the basi s of two- thirds to t he JLP and 

one- third to the PNP has been us ed as a guide o So in every 

constituency 178 Labourites will get first lick out of the 266 
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traditional Christmas work jobs p and some 88 Comrades will get 

second licko Toe people who are not members of either party, or 

who are not known to be , are out in the cold o IYt{f what right 

does any government allocate taxpayers money in this way? When 

they collect taxes , whmther direct taxes or taxes on everything 

you buy to eat or drink or wear or use , they do not first check 

your political stripe o They don ' t take tho-thirds of all ta«es 

from JLP , one- third from PNP , and no taxes from the No-ps o So 

by what right do they useft our money as their special political 

war-chest to share out as they see fito Nany , many years ago some 

of us objected on principle to the old Bustamante-Norman Manley 

formula whereby work was shared out on a 40-40- 20 basis with the 

two parties each getting a 40% share and the No-parties getting 

20%0 We objected becuae we thought work should be available to 

all on a non-party basiso But at least that formula w~ s more 

equitable than this present formula which cuts out the non- party 

and is frankly discriminatory in favour of the so-called top- dog 

to the tune of two-thirds to one-thirdo If our political parties 

continue to use the nation ' s. re sources * though it were their 

private political booty , the Jamaican people may yet come to the 

point of refusing to pay taxes for sucho And I am frankly a little 

tired of all this humbug about all the changing up of almost every 

tradition being in the interest of greater efficiency and better 

managemento We have recently had some shocking examples of downrigh t 

bad man agemento You do not come from the Spring Plain fiasco and 

arrogantly wipe out time-honoured traditions that worked o If you 

had not blown that one we may have had enough for a decent Christmas 

works programme o Or would there have been some other excus~ to kill 
~ tvdks .... 

it? Not all change is good ; not all change is progress o This/,one 

certainly is not o Goodnight. 
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High Stakes Ganja Politics & 
The ' National Interest '. 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For broadc ast on Monday 
December 8 9 1986 , 6 ,, lOp om 

local 
Goo d evening : Gan j a was the dominant/news theme for all of last 

week ,, Over this past weekend - within a time span of forty-eight 

hours - two Air Jamaica planes were detained by u. s. authorities 

for carrying gan ·a and fined millions of dollars ,, The Mi nister of 

Government responsible for transpor t , promised i nvesti gati on to 

determine whether 'someone wanted to pull Air Jamaica out of the 

ski es , damage the tourist industry or destroy the government for 

political reasons or whether it was purely an illegal drug operation • ,, 

So the putting of ganja on the two Air J amaica planes could be either 

straight ga..11ja business or it could be poli ticaJ. ,, . And the news 

reports on the Government-controlled tv and radio s tation made much 

of the political aspect of the matter o So which is it? Straight 

ganja criminality or political anti- government activity? On t he 

evidence of the past week there seems to be a deliber ate design 

to suggesti a political connection ,, Consider the unfolding ~f t he 

week ' s ganja- related news o On Sunday of l ast week at his party ' s 

annual conference t he Prime Minister publicly accus es the PNP of 

having l i nks with the ganja traderso On Wednesday young Mr ,, Reremy 
alle~ed 

Palmer reads that/PNP connection i n to the nation ' s Parliamentary 

records , quoting from a Cqr acas religi ous magagzine artic l e based 

on '' Reports from Jamaicao". 11 and sounding like rewrite of what the 
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JLP leader had said even though the article came before the speech o 

And on Tuesday, t he day before Mr o J. eremj Palmer ' s naming of people 
behind 

and thus smearing them/~xam the protection of Parliamentary privileger 

the l inister of Transport had told an Air Jamaica function that if 

the level of ganja shipments on Air Jamaica continued the airli ne 

could be groundedo And lo and behold on both Friday and Saturday 

ganja was found on two Air Jamaica planes o Now , how does this 

unfoldin~ pattern of g0-03a-related news sound to you? Random? 

Monday , Tuesday , Wednesday , Thursday , Friday , Saturday : each day a 

big ganja storyo I personally see two 9faz-ate streams of connectiono 

The first is the relationship between the Venezuelan article based 

on "reports from Jamaica" and the speech by the JLP leader and the 

reading of that article in to the Parliamentary records o The design 

here seems clearly to smear the PNP as the ganja partyo The second 

stream is t he very real damage to Air Jamaica and thus to the 

J amaican national interesto So why have we had no prosecutions? When 
into 

ganja is carefully packeda«/n t au bags of cement it has to be a 

very sophisticated operation; when it is secreted in containers or 

quali ty manufactured goods the operation has to be bigo So why no 
evidence 

big arrests? Why no big prospecutions? If you have enough/to tax 

them on their ganja operations you would certainly have enough 

evidence to prosecute o So why no pro sJecutions? Certainly, the 

national interest would dictate a resort to law rather than to dirty 

and divisive political smearo And what are we to make of what l ooks 

like a carefully orchestrated package of ganja-related news over 

almost every day of last week? What was , and is , behind it? Is it 

a build up to some dramamic new developmen t? And if so , what is that 

development? In whose i nterest? And who defines that interest? 

Goodnighto 
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1 ) Di rty Poli t ics 
2) Negl ec t i ng Our Children 

NEWS COMMEN '11AR Y 
For br oadcas t on Fri d y 
Dec emb er 5, 1986 , 6 . l Op . m 

Good even i ng : This week 's ' dirty 

Labour Par ty s e eme d de t ermine d t o 

P rty s the party whi ch suppor ts 

depr e s s ing example of how not t o 

s eri ou s pr obl emo In stead of t he 

poli t ics ,, in which t he J amaica 

smear t he Peoples Nati ona l 
. 

t he ' G n j a Barons' is ye t another 

fo r ge united ac t ion in f a ce of a 

6 ma j or p t i e s wor ki n g t oge t her 

t o deal with a ver y s er i ou s probl em , the pr obl em ha s been u s ed t o 

di v i de them even more bi t t erl y t han beforeo So why di d the JLP 

embar k on thi s c our s e? And wha t i s behi nd it? .Ari.Id wher e is it 

like l y t o l ea d? I thin i t i s boum d t o • l e d t o~ he heigh t enin g 

of t he poli t i c a.l polari sa t i on ·of the s oc i e ty and/ increas ed r e sen t­

men t and bitter ne ss between t he two major parti e s . So why, i f your 
c l i mate of 

r ea l concern i s for /order and s t abili t y in whi ch t o deal wi th har d 

pDobl ems , do you embar k on such an obvi ousl y con f r on tati on a l cour se? 

Coul d i t be a i stake , the excitemen t of be i ng c r r i e d aw y by 

your own r hetoric a t the p t y c onfer ence? If i t was t hen perhap s 

fen ce s c ou d be mended 9 and some mea sure of bi p8r t isan co-ope ration 

r e s t or edo A cl ose lo ok a t the availa bl e i nternal evi den c e sugge sts 

other wise. Tha t ar t i c l e whi ch Mr . Jeremy Pa er r ead i n t o t he n a ti on ' 

.P r liamen t ary records w s publi shed on Oc t ober 26 t h - f i ve we ek s a.goo 

It carr i ed t h is signi f i cirnt s entence: " I n de fer en ce t o t he gan ja 
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benefactors , Manley made no reference to marijuana in his speech 

at the PNP's 48th annual conference ooo" In his speech of November 

30th , whic:p. was last Sunday 9 Mr o Seaga said: "When Manley was on 

this very platform in September he spoke about drugs but never 

mentioned one word about ga.nja .," o 11 So the article from Venezuela. 

and the leader of the JLP make the same point in only slightly 

dffferen t words o as it a case of ' great minds ' thinking alike or 

an exchange of ideas? And this , logically 9 brings us to Mr o EoK. 

Powell ' s question which seemed to irritate the JLP Chairman into 
.r.-- or who 

bra* ding him as +inine o And that question: What/was the source of 

those "Reports from J ama.icao o o" with which the article opens? I 
this 

think that until we know that most Jemaica.ns will see/tlla whole 
bit 
±kntg of dirty politics as a set UP o To what point? Well , there 

are all sorts of very tough problems and decisions ahead of us 

and people , especially ' clever e people 9 sometimes use diversionary 

tactics to cloud the hard and stubborn problems o There is 9 for 

instance , the IMFo about which we are still to be toldo The sad 

and terrible thing about it al1 is the sheer waste of creative time 
bitter 

and energ7fjthat woul d be put to better use o This is the/price of 
and all too briefly 

under under- development ,, .And finally /the matter of the neglect of 

our children about which the Reverend Hugh Sherlock asked some 

searching questions in a l e tter to the press yesterdayo Pleas e read 

ito We 9 as a nation 9 and the government to which we entrust resp0ns:i 

bility for running the affairs of the nation 9 have all let down the 

nation i s children o And I am not impressed with any Minister of 

government passing the buck to the churches without even the grace 

to approach them fi rsto They collect huge taxes from us ; let thejl 
more 

spend/of those on our children , and then call on us to help o The 
primary 

/ resonsibility is thei? ; they must not duck ito That 1 more than any 
cl ever dirty politics is the road to real progress 0 Goodnight 0 
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1) A Second TV Station ~ Jamaica 
2) ]r 9 Reagan&s Troubles : 

Who will benefit , Who wi l l l ose 

NEWS OTTI'f ~NT_ffiY 
For broadcast on Mon day 
Dece~be r l t 1986 , 6 ol0p om • 

-~ "',,.. --
Good evening : r'/r ~ I s 

~ ~ "1 ~~µ,<~Id? ~.A-,. 
conference (with its hint of annual 

strident desperati on from the leader); the wholesale uprooting of 

Kingston ' s sidewalk vendors; and the clfsing exercises of Journalism 

' eek gave t };l,is past weekend a most varied and interesti g flavour ., 

The single piece of genuine ' hard I news was of course Mr o Manley's 

announcement at the PAJ ceremony that a PNP government woul d agree 

to the establishment of a second television station o This is mo s t 
less than Wii:~rm• 

welcome o What is/a:xi:i::.t:.ti:axi:asa welcome - to me at least - i s the 

idea of r unning JBC along the lines of the Electoral Conimis siono 

That formula is exce l lent for running electi ons o But to try to run 

a television and radio station under this kind of party poli j;ical 
The idea of journalists 

balancing act i s a recipe for disaster o/ Hav i ng to take ac count of 

two , instead of just one party political master as at present 7 is 
or cross 

terrifying in its i mplicati ons : to be careful not to offend/ either 

of our two major political parties would requi re an act of i ntellect­

ual self-castrati ono Better by far to take the party pol i t ical 

hand c ompletely out of the J oB.C. and let it functi on as the national 

stati on Norman Manley originally in tended it to be o That would be 

really ser ving the national interesto So I hope Mr . Michael Manley 
fL.-J tJ,.,.. ~ N p 

l_ will think again Q Today ' s ~ournalist~ have , I think ~ earned the right 
. db Ut.,l._ M,~p(,c;~ 
t o responsible self- government[ in the nation ' s interestQ So much for 
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the local scene 0 Internationally 9 President Reagan ' s troubles over 

tha t s ec~et Iran arms business continue to grow b The American 

Congression.al l eqders a.re now pressing for the calling for a s peci al 
I 

session of both Houses to inquire into the matter o Talk oft he 
' 

suppression and shredding of in format ion are disturbing reminders of 

the Watergate erao o And the same questions: Who knew? Who else was 

involved? are swirling around such highly-placed officials as the 

Vice President and the President ' s Chief of Staffo And from Europe 

come fears and concerns over Wsetern policyo If the American 

Presj.dency is rendered impotent or is badly damaged what happens to 

the Western alliance? What happens to · estern defences? America is 

at the centre of the We s tern alliance and what hurts America is 

bound to hurt her allies even more . So the Europeans are worried 

about what they may lose . And if the Soviets are really concerned 

about a peace agreemen tv then they , too , are losers because a wounded 

.American President will not have the authority to make peace o So 

who will benefito The freedom fighters of Sou thern Africa j for 

starters , because the Reagan administration will not now have the 

time to help out the South African racists or J onas Savimbi o The 

Nicaraguans too are now less likely to be the victims of an overt or 

covert .American attack beJhween now and Januaryo And of course , at 

a lower but still important level for us 9 the U. S. adm~tjistration 

i s going to be too preoccupied with its own troubles to have time 

to lobby the IMF or anyone else on Jamaica's behalfo So Mr o Seaga 

i s likely to be on hi s own up there this week o The great North 

American giant i s caught up in an internal scandal and all the rest 

of the world which depen ds on Ameri can leadership , or ft.merican aid 

or Ameri can arms is thrown i nto turmoilo The so-called Free Worl d i s 

on hold until the Americans sort out this particular internal scandal, 

Goo dnigh t 0 
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NEWS COMMEN TliliY 

Local Government: The Dangerous 
Dilemma of False Options 

For broadcast on Friday 
November 28 , 1986 , 6 ol0p . m 

Good evening : The President of the People ' s National Party this 

week again spoke of the unhappy simmering crisis in Jamaica ' s 

local government system o This time Mr o ~anley stressed the point 

t hat in the name of effaanyy the government had undermined the 

democractic process and then , after the July 29 Local Government 
it 

elections , /crippled what remained of the system by starving it of 

money to perform the tasks traditionally associated with local 

governmen t 0 So now we have an . elected local government sys tern in 

place 9 but the local councils do not have the money to carry out 
. 

the work normally done by such councilso The government ' s answer 

is that it has now assumed responsibility for the work formerly 

done by the local councils .. And it claims that the work i s now being 

done more efficiently and more economically than under the councilso 

And in such high visibility operations aw Corporate Area street 

cleaning ( especially in commercial and middleclass areas) that claim 

cannot be disputed : the streets are cleanero But do we r eally have 

to make a choice between clean streets on the one hand an d grassroots 

democracy on the other? If we have to , then 9 of course , most of us 

will choose clean streets and democracy will be left to wither and die 
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Or will it? I am not so sure myself o All the indications are that 

most Jamaicans , regardless of party loyalty 9 want to haizle both 

efficient local services and grassroots local democracy . And here , 

I think , this government of Jamaica is in conflict with the wi shes 

of a majorityo For most Jamaicans the option of either good manage­

ment or democracy is false o To be sure 1 most of us know that 

democracy is not the most efficient form of g6vernment under the 

sun: it i s c l umt_arj by definition ; too many often conflicting intere 8 tE 

have to be taken into account; and it implies a worforce that is not 

aubserviento Dictatorial or efficieny regimes often seem to get 

things done so much more quickly and easilyo Like Italy ' s Mussolini 

made the trains runs on time for the first time in his country ' s 

historyo But what a price the Italians , and then whe world , had to 

pay for that bit of efficiency! No , we know that there are many 

things wrong with democracyo But we also know , some of us instinct­

ively , that all the other systems usually end up with peopletotally 

regimented and in a worse position o Which is why democracy , in all 

its infinite variety i s very much more than doing things efficiently 0 

And, in any case, how will this government of our s stand up to the 

same test of efficiency it has applied to the local government systemJ 

Can the sixteen Cabinet Minister and their sixteen Ministers of State 
Parliamentary Secretaries and 

and their/Members of Parliament stand up to the same kind scrutiny 

applied to the local government system by them? I honestly doubt it. 

So i f the government does not want this dangerou , dmleiiuna of false 

options to get us into another unnecessary poli tica.l confrontation, 

it should give the elected local authorities the necessary tools 

with which to do the jobo To do less is to undermine that grassroo ts 

democracy to which we all pay lip service o As America ' s Al Smith s aid : ~·.~&J, 
' The onffl! ?ure for.( demo-cJl:.acy is more demo cracy ' 0 And then make it 

work e 1c1entlyo // Goodnight 0 
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President Reagai>' Secret 
Iran Arms Deal : The After-shock spreada 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
November 24 , 1986 1 6 ol0p . m 

. . 

• 

Good evening : Egypt's President Mubarak and Jordan ' s King Hussein 

jointly • xpressed their shock and dismay this weekend over Rmerican 

President Reagan I s secret shipment of arms to Iran a fortnight 

ago o These two °leaders are America •·s ·staunchest Arab allies in the 

1iddle East 9 and their denunciation of the Reagan action i s a fair 

measure of the enormous loss of influence the UoSo has suffered in 

the Middle East as a result of that secret arms shipment to I ran o 

And Mubarak and Hussein have now : epeated v more strongly than before , 

their call for an international conference on Middle East problemsc 

This simply means that they now want the Soviet Union fully involved 

in any search for peace and a political settlement in the region o 

Up to now 9 that call has been used mainly as a bargaining counter 
0 

to pressure the U" S. to make concessions or else to • lean ' on Israel" 

No"". , after the revelation of the arms shipment to Iran , the call 

is much more serious" Speaking for the so-called moderate Arab 

leaders , Mubarak and Hussein were appalled that the American action 

appeared to back Iran i n its war with Iraq o And they know that this 

could and probably would lead to Iran ' s victory over Iraq and the 

collapse of any semblance of geopolitical balance in the region o So 

t hey want the Rus sians in to help stop what looks like American 
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political madness o This is just one of the after- shocks of which 

I spoke on November 7th when the Iranians first made public that 

secret shipment of arms o It has made a shambles of American policy 

in the Middle East; and everybody who can run for cover is doing so o 

Israel (which almost certainly was the t hird country involved ) is 

refusing to say anything; the West Europeans are saying little but 

securing their own interests ., Even Britain ' s Mrs o Thatcher is suddenlJ 

very quiet about her declared faith in ir o Reagan's integrity o In 

the United States itself , the now Democratically-controlled Congress 

is angry and asking more and more questionso People in the White 
as 

House 9 it seems 9 are also running for such cover/a:•• can be found 
dripping 

and leaking to the press like secret/tapso The latest is that the 

President ' s National Security Council Chief ~ Admiral Pointdexter and 

a mysterious Colonel who is a master of 'dirty tricks ' and covert 

operations and who played a key role in such •capers ' as the invasion 

of Gren a da and the mining of Nicaraguan waters 1 are going to be made 

the scapegoats a The hope is that by throwing some people to the 

wolves the Reagan Pre sidency might be put back on track o Perhaps so; 

perhaps noto The evidence right now suggests a continuing eroding 

of the President • s posi tion o Even the American people 9 Mr o Reagan ' s 

greatest source of ahpport up to now, seem not to believe i s explanat­

ionso If this continues, the remainder of his Presidency is likely to 

be a sorry mess , both at home and abroado So why did he approve of 

this damnfool thing? 1-dO main reasons I suggesto First ~ he is probablj 

the most ill-informed person to 

second , he became the victim of 

then , of course, he gambled o If 

ever occupy the White House; and 

his own public~ ations skills , 

he had brought home the hostages 

And 

on the eve of the mid-term elections the Republicans would have won 
_bl"'~ -%' 

~ 1tands down 9 he would have served out his te~~- ~ l~ze of glory 
V' '.( i ; ~~ . 

The gamble ailed ; now things are in a sham le O Goodnight 0 
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The Cult of Violence 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
November 21 , 1986 9 6 ol0p om • 

Good even i ng : This week ' s kill ing of three policemen ~n a 

military- style attack on the oi ympic Gardens Police Stati on has 

shaken and traumati sed the Jamaican society as it has not been 

since the hmrrible days leading up to the 1980 general election o 

The human slaughter then was more wanton arj d widespread and 

i nd~scrimina.te : but the motives then were clear and clearly under­

stoodo We - or more accurately , some of us - had chosen to use 

the bulle t to assist and influence the outcome at the balloto There 

was the odd attack on police stati ons then o Part of the horror of 

thi s we ekt s attack is its unexpectednesso There is no wi·despread 

political violence in ~he society todayo The' expressed i mpul se 

among all political parti e s - overtly at least - is to have and 

t o keep the peace o In that sense the political climate is very 

different from what it was in 1979 .... 19800 So how do we explai n this 

week '' s assault? Was i t only to get the weapons? Most unlikely , 

t hough that was surely part of the reason o Was it a direc t and 

frontal challenge to the society? A showi ng that even our security 

forces are at risk? If it is this , then it i s also the arrival 

i n Jamaica of the age of the kind of terrorist groups about whom 

we have heard and read as operating in West Germany and France 
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and Italy : the names are familiar ' the Red Army faction ' 9 'Baader­

Meinho! 9 'Direc t Action' o These are well-trained, highly disciplined 

groups that kill and rob and bomb and terrorise o But these groups, 

generally speaking, are confined to Western capitalist countries 

an d ha.ve no clear political objectives other than the will to kill 

and destroyo Their members are usually highly educated people from 

~ middleclass background who have lost faith and confidence in the 

political systems of their coun tries but have no new ideas with 

which to replace t hem: they are disillusione d with capitalism and 

disillusioned with communism . And violence is the way in which they 
I 

give vent to their bitter disillusion o Is this what has comer o 

Jamaica this week? This type of essentially negative violence has 

not erupted anywhere else in the Third World 9 so why should it do 

so here? Third World terrorism 9 wherever it takes place , usually 

has a strong and specific political purpose o The poli tica.l purpo se 

of the attack at Ol YJ}pic Gardens is dubious which makes it seem 

nearer the European version o But that is hard to buy unless we 

claim that some Jamaicans have made the fantasti.c p? ~{~. -h_o_logical 
~~ 

lea~ from underdevelopment to political decadence[ And I do not 

beli eve thato I think a much simpler and more likely explanation 

is that large numbers of very intelligent young people with obvious 

organisational skills and abilj_ ties have nothing to do and nbwhere 

to turn 9 and , as usual , the devil has found hideous work for those 

idaa. handso And for the last twenty years , starting in West Kingston , 

our political culture has made the gun the appropriate tool. for 

such terrible work 0 Of course we have to bring t ~ se highly skilled 

killers to booko But we must also find other ways of engMn'g~ 
If we don ' t 

skills , daring and resourc efulness in nation-buildingo/ u~xwuas~ 
the cult of violence is bouhd to escalate o Goodnighto 
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The Anatomy of Underdevelopment: 
Casino gamble ; black business 

NEWS COlVlMEN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Monday 
November 17 9 1986 9 6 ol0p. m 

Good evening: Two news events of the• past weekend underscore 

yet again one of the worst features of the state of being under­

developedo First , there was the 'good news ' from the Prime Minister 

that there will be no casino gambling introduced in Jamaica. And, ~ 

• second , there was the l ~ying bare by Carl Stone in today's paper 

of what looks like a bitter financial and business vendetta against 

a black Jamaican family which dared to aspire to become part of 

' big business'· in J·amaica. In both cases much time 9 much mental 

and emotional effort , a.s well as large sums of money were inve sted 

either to no ultimate purpose or else to 'tear down 'o In the case 

of casino gambling, which will now not come here 9 the relief and 

the joy , especially among our Christian lea.ders 9 seems to have 

overshadowed the sad reality of the months and months of bitter 

debate and argument and, at times, nastiness , in which so much of 
Jamaican 

the nation ' s emotional energy was dissipated; How many/children 

could have been clothed and fed and schooled i -f the resources , both 

government and private 9 wasted on the casino wrangle, had been put 

to better use o What are we to make of a government which says it 
the 

cannot find/money to ca.re properly for its very old and it young 

but which can spend money on the trips and the investigational 
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and promotional work involved when it thought i -t coul d impose 

cas ino gambling on us? Jus t becuas e you have the power , temporarily , 
it 

to set a nation• s a genda,/does not give you the right to waste a 

nation's time energy and resources and then back away and expect 

to be praised for doing so o It was clear from as far back as 1981 

that a majority of Jamaicans did not want casino gamblingo Real 

'wisdomt would have recognised and accepted this fact at that time; 

not five years la ter o I nstead , in a classic example of perpetuating 
dissipated 

our underdevelopment we/waa%a five years on what turned out to be 

a pointless waste of time , energy and resourceso The deci sion is 

welcome but there is no cause for praise o And as for the other case 

of wasting time , humen energy and resources , please read that 

Carl Stone piece in today ' s paper and then ask yourself : What 

higher national purpose m~Ka was or is served by what look s like 

the deliber,tate busting of Antillean Food Processors? And what is 

really behind the push against Jrunincorp International Merchant 

Bank? Is it really, a s suggested , because the owners are black 

Jamaicans Eµl d that there are those who do not want black Jamaicans 

to operate as owners a.t that level of business? The very fact that 

these questions are being raised about the actions of a national 

government is disturbingo But perhaps mo:sa disturbing is the time 

and energy that had to be put into busting the highly successful 

A tillean Food Proce ssorso 'hy? · Was it class-colour- power politics 

which requires that only a certain class and type of people be in 

0W11 :er ship of the • commanding heights t pf the national economyo 

And if so , what does it make of our National lVIotto? And what is the 

role of the Government of Jamaica in this kind of situation o Do 

we allow the was te of another five years in argument, debate and 

litigation , thus further perpetuating our state of underdevelopment? 
Or do we begin to break the bonds? Goodnight 
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Democracy & the Jamaican Constitution 

NEWS COMIVIEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
November 14 ~ 1986 , 6 . lOpom 

Good evening: Ever since the Prime Minister 's announcement 

towards the end of last month that t~e Constitution would be 
previously announced 

amended to make possible the/appo"intment of Senator Hugh Dawes 

as Minister of State in the Ministry of Education there has been 
pros and cons 

a low key but persistent public debate on the7usnass of amending 

the Jamaican Constitution o Some people want to amend the Constitutio1 

to ensure that nothing like that 'snap election' of 1983 is ever 

again possible; others want to have a fixed date for general electiori1 

as -is the case in the United State·s; some want to limit or otherwise 

control the wide disc'e tionary powers given to the Prime Minister 
( 

under the Constitution; and some want to change the electoral system 

itself from the present • first past the post'' to some form of 

proportional representation o The key concerns behind all these 

ideas seem to be to broaden the process of government and at the 

same time to impose curbs and restraints on t hose who happen to 

control political power at any given time o So the small parties 

like the WPJ feel that proportional representation may give them 

a chance to enter the political m:ham streamo The trouble is that 

wherever you have had proportional representation you have also 
the 

had/political in s tability of a mult~:tude of small parties none of 
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which had enough semms to govern on its own o I taly and France , 

immediately after the second world war were classic cases of this 
()~ 

forml instaoility caused by an electoral systemo Governments changed 

t~ and three t i mes in two years o The interests of political power 
l 

br okers and whee l er- dealers took precedenc e over the national 

interesto It is bad enough when you have two political parti es , 

each of which i dentifi es its own special partisan interest wi t ~ the 

nati onal interesto It is infini tely worse when you have six or eight 

or twelve parties all doing the same o So I , for one , do not see 

proportional representation as the answer~ to any of our electoral 

problems. And I am not sure that limiting the powers of the Prime 

Min i ster is the answer to other dissatisfactionso Those who shaped 

the Jamaican Constitution did not make it for any one particular 

i ndivi dual or to contai or control one particular i ndividualo It 

is a framework , a book of rules , within which all types of 

indivi duals who aspire to political power must worko And such a 

book of rules must be durable enough and flexible enough to contain 

and survive all types and all ambitiona o Which is why this book of 

rules puts the power of choosing and rejecting governments i n the 

hands of the people o This t more than any amendment , is the ulltimate 
integrity 

guarantoB of the/~.uax~all of the Jamaican Constitution o So I 

would join those , like Mr . Robert Li ghtbourne 9 who urge caution 

in .,aking changes to this most important of national documentso 'l'he 

only really essential amendment was provided for in advance by the 

founding fathers themselves : and I still remember Norman Manley 

saying only one sentence needs to be changed to tras sform Jamaica 
'-

from a democratic monarchy to a democratic republic o And the operati~< 

word is ' democratic' o As long as we have that the people will have 

the power to change their minds and correct their mistakes by voting 
in or out whom they choose , democratically , legally , consttitutiona.11' 

u-0 0 dn 1 g.fi "{; • 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 

The J amaican People' s 
Right to Know 

For broadcast on Monday 
November 10 9 1986, 6 ol 0pom 

monthly 
Good evening: At its last/Board of Management meeting , which was 

on Wednesday of l a st week p the Jamaica Agri cultural Society calle d 

on the Government of Jamaic4 to explain its real plan s for the 

Jamaican sugar i ndu stryo Wha t had prompted this call was the 

revelation that the government-owned Petrojam had , or was in 

process 9 of acquiring a c l os ed sugar f actory in Belize which would 

reportedly cost some $20- million Jamaican to bring back into operat ­

ion . This factory in Beli ze would e reportedly p produce alcohol for 

Petrojam' s ethanol operationso And at t he heart of the very angry 

JAS meeting was the question why a foreign sugar factory was being 

opened with Jamaican capital while Jamaican sugar factories were 

being clo s edo Subsequently t he Chairman of the All-Island Jamaica 
• 

Can e Farmers ' Association describe d this acquisition of a foreign 

sugar factory with Jamaican capi tal as part of a systematic plan to 

destroy Jamaica's sugar industryo And what seemed most strikingly 

cl ear from all this is that whoever had made the decision about 

acqui r ing the Belize sutar factor y had not bothered to consult 
cane 

Jamaica' s Jllll88X/ / arming i nterests or the wi der agrlhcul tural 

community represented by the JAS o And this , i nevitably , must rai se 

t he question of the right of the Jamaican people to know what is 

being done in their name o For any time any enterprise i s funded from 
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public money , that enterprise becomes the public ' s business and rk., 

public has the right to know what is going on o And part and pa.reel 

of the r ffl gh·t to know is the right of access to the information 

involvedo So when the Board of Management of the JAS asked those 

questions about the Belize sugar factory last Wednesday , you 

would have thought that someone would have given some sort of 

answer by now; even if it was only to say 'give us a little time 

and we will give you all the facts 'o But that has never been the 

style of this governmen t 9 and there has not been a mumbling word 

from ' on high ' about the Belize sugar factoryo o Yet it is public 

money - your taxes and mine - that was used to acquire Petrojam o 

What was borrowed , was borrowed in our name and we 9 the corporate 

national entit;j known as Jamai·ca , will have to pay it backo So 

why this official arrogance about our right to know? I suggest 

that there is a profound misunderstanding of the workings of the 
key 

democratic process among our/present leaders: they confuse gover ning 
in Jamaica 

with rulingo We/do not elect rulers; we llect people to govern our 

a f~airso And those who govern are accountable to the governedo And 

a central part of accountability is frank and full information or 

else a full explanation as to why such information has to be witheld 

for ~he time beingo The notion of any leader telling us just what 

he thinks we need to know is dictatorial and militaristic by definiti c 

And J·amaica is not a military or any other kind of dictatorshipo So 

Jamaican s mus t in sist on their right to know,. no matter who forms 

the government. Jamaicans have a right to know about this Belize 

sugar factory venture; t hey have a right to know what is or is not 

going on with the IMF; they have a right to know what the government{s 

plans are , becau se they are the ones who pay for it all, in one way 

or aaothero T~e J amaican_people pay for everything t h e politicians 
spen or promi s e: and t his gives them the right to know 0 Goodni gh t 0 
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The Politics of Confusion 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
November 7 , 1986 , 6 ol0pom 

Good evening: In one of the oddest weeks in a very long time it 
(including business politics: 

has often seemed as though the main purpose of politics/is to sow 
so tourism 

as much confusion a s po s sible:/ the import~t point of a/neww event 
one of 

has been buried under a smokescreen of/the hottest personality 

clashes in a. long time., Now that it seems to be over , what was this 

whole affair all about? What triggered it? And will the problem or 

problems which triggered it go away? Much time , much heat and passion 

and much media space has been spent on this event and still there is 

confusion as to why it happened and what the basic issues are .. The 

other 'bi g ' local event of the week was yesterday ' s announcement, 

again with full an d serious media treatment , that the "poppyshow 

resignation" as it was dubbed in many quarters h_a s been withdrawn 

"in the national interest"o It even earned a one- senten«e mention on 

the BBC ' s early evening nev/J bulletin directed at the regiono For 

many Jama icans this was a predictable non-even t o But where does it 

t 8ke Jamaica , t he nation? .Are we now into the situation where what­

ever serves the per sonal interests of one man is "in t he national 

interest"? Does the rec overy of the Jamaican economy really rest 

on one man's decision to stay or to go? The fortunes of a political 
, at least temporarily , 

party may indeed rest/on whether a lea~er stays or goes , though 

even this is highly questionable; the fortunes of a nation can never 

be , and never are 9 s o narrowly based o But J amaica Is not t he only 
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place where politicians in power seem hell-bent on us ing confusi on 

to hold on to political power o After the massive Republican defeat 
Whi t e House 

in the mid~term elections the UoS. / •ut.m:±xxxa±±.11.JC in sists that 

nothing has changedo The fact is that the political centre of gravity 

has changed and from here on the Reagan Adm~nistration will only be 

able to do what it can pereuade t he Democrtaically- controlled 

Congress to go along with . The only other way would be for it to 

de c~ ve the American Congress and the American people as to what it 

is doingo One such dec~ption came to light this week when the Irani ar? 

fo revealed that a U. S . delegati on has been secretly trying to 

negotiate a deal to exchange American hestages held in Lebanon for 

arms t o Iran o The Iranians have now blown this particular story and 

the Reagan people are just about as deeply embarrassed as caught-out 

lying politicians can be o They have been lecturing everybody else 

on how to be tough with terrorism and not to negotiate with terrorist 

The We s t Europeans in particular have been at the rece i ving end of 

thi s brand of American moral preachingo Now they have been caught 

out trying to do a deal with the ' promoters of terrorism ' o We have 

not yet begun to see the after-shocks of thi s reve l ation o But the 

danger of the Reagan Lame-duck status i s greatest in Central America 

where the temptation to mount a full- scale invasion of Nicaragua 

befoee the Congress can curb it i s very s trongo So , between now 

and January when the new Congress convenes t here may be much di rty 

trickery in Central Americao So look out for a stepping up of t he 

politi cis of confus ion in the region . And then there i s Southern 

Africa where t he arch destabil sert of governments in the region is 

now accusing o thers of plotting to destabili se its puppet Malawi 0 

The raci s t South African s are arming and financing Umtsa to try an d 

overthrow the government of Angola , and t hey are arming and f f i nan c in~ 
Renamo to do the same i n Mozambique . So why this new piece of confu siB 
Are they pl anning war Rnd finding an excu se? GoodnightQ ✓ 
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The U. So Mid-term Elections: 
Mr . Reagan ' s Last Hurrah 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
November 3 , 1986 , 6 ol0pom 

Good evening: 
Con~ressional 

Tornorrow 9 November 4 , is mid-term/election day in 

the United States . And whether we like it or not , the outcome of 

that election is , in a sense , more important to us, and to the 

world ' s long-term future than is any local national election o For 

instance , a small shift of United States policy on , say , Central 
and delibe r ate 

America could determine whether the present slow/strangulation of 

the Nicaraguan economy is eased so that Nicaraguans can stop 

ble eding to economic death and have a reasonable chance to rebuild 

their economy. And only the P..merican Congress can, if it is strong 

enough , and determined enough , bring about such a small but important 

shift in UoS . policyo Lest we forget , it was the American Congress 

which over- ruled the American President and impo sed harsh sanctions 

against Sou th Africao .So toJ orrow' s mid-term Congressional electioIH 

have far-reaching implications f or all those of us who live in the 

shadows of American regional ~litical and economic power o If , for 
furh er 

instance , that small shift is/ o the rightwing of the American 

poli tical spectrum , force s like those of the Moral Majority and 

Senator Jesse Helms will be strengthened , and the White House will 

be forced to be even more toughly unyielding in its dealings wi th 

i ssues of peace and disarmament and political detente a Indeed , the 

pree sure on J runaica ' s government to show much more positive commitment 

to ' market forces ' by opening the economy more would probably be 
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mncreasedo If , on the other hand~ , that small shift were to the 

leftwing of the American political s pectrum (and leftwing in this 

context simply mean s liberal democrats of the type of Senator Ted 

Ken nedy and company ) , if the small shift were in that direction 

then the tense i nternational s itua tion may be eased somewhat and a 
measure of 

/ political and economic pluralism ma.y be tolerate dQ The peace and 

disarmament negotiations in Geneva may become more than jus t hanging 

tough until the Soviets capitulated t o Star Wars ; Nicaragua may be 

left alone to sink or swim on its own and Jamaic a may be allowed ~m: 

and assiste d !io persue its own Jamaic an brand of the mixed economy o 

In thi s sense the Ameri c an r ightwi ng is qui te as rigi dly committed 
~ J_.,~ 

t o i t s ~version of life and history Las is the rigid leftwing of Stalin, 

is t c ommunism o For both , anybody who is not with u s i s against us 

and must be squeezed until they either cry •un c l e' or •comr4de 'o 

Fortunately you have American mid- term elections that may cause 

shifts: unfortun•alely the only Soviet counterpart so far i s the 

shift caused by the death of a l e ader o But even that l ittle di ssimil­

arity will change 9 So what are the prospects for t omorrow? The 

Hous e of Representative s will remain under the control of the 

Democrats , so no change there o The Senate i s pres ently under RepublicL 

control with 53 seats against 47 for the Democrats o One third or 34 
re 

Senate seats are up for/electipn ; 22 of them from the Republ i can side 

and 12 from the Democrati c• The Democrats need to win only 4 to 

gain control o f the Senate , and W of both Houses of Congresso If r would 
they pul l that off the shift of Congressional power/wii:i: be much 

would 
greater than the number s tello The Whi te House/w.iiii in fact , be 

emascu l ated an d for t h e next two years r . Reagan would be the l ames t 
~ 

of l ame ducks , a President bereft of/...real powero This is why he has 

campaigned ao hard an~ so scared . An d this is what his opposite 

number i n Moscow is watching so clo s ely an d so keenly g Goodn i ghto 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 

Education: A fresh start or 
Politi cal fence-mending? 

For broadcast on Friday 
October 31 9 1986, 6ol0p Gm• 

Good evening : The new Minister of Education , Dr o NevilleGallimore, 

has made some interesting sounds and movements in his first days 

on the new jobo He has met with the l eader ship of the Jrunaica 

ll'eachers ®ssociation and called for co-operation And a pulling· 

together. Then , at another place 9 he has spoken of the role and 

status of the teacher within the community in the days when he 9 Dro 

Gallimore , was a schoolboy" He remembered the teacher a.s the 

community leader to whom everybody turned for guidance o This was 

good and welcome stuff after the often abrasiveness of his 

predecessor o I think the teachers welcomed it; and I think the 

society welcomed it. In terms of fence - mending and of public 

relations , the new Minister has made a good starto But education , 

next to health , is perhaps the most socially sensitive issue in 

Jamaica today; and good pr fence-mind_lim g will be very short-lived 

unless it i s followed by positive responses to certain urgent arid 

critical problemso Ve saw one of the likely pitfalls this week in 

the matter of school toilets and parents demonstrating by blocking 

a. roadwayo The Mi(jister said work was being done on the toilets and 

the schools wou l d open on Mondayo Parents in the affected area 

phoned the call- in programmes to say no work had been startedo I 

do not think the Minister would say work had been started unl ess 
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he had been s o informedo In this sense the "new boy" may well have 

been the v i ctim of misinformation from his bureaucrats who may not 

have expected him to go public quite as quickly as he dido In the 

case of the roadblock the Minister questioned the motive for the 
partisan 

action , implying s ome anti -government/poli t ical intento I think 

that i n straigh t pr fence-mending terms this was a terribly bad 

move o J amaicans of all par t ies and no party take their education 

and the education of their children much too s erious ly to play party 

politics with it: and they do not take kindly to being accused of 

doing s oo I think the new Mini s ter would be well advised to back 

away from this kind of hard- no sed party- poli tical- i n f iggter -stuff 

for as long as he holdSi the education portfolioo Otherwise all the 

fence-mending efforts will come to noughto But fence-mending and 

good public relations apart , will the arrival of the new Minister 

signal a f { sh start for education itself? Will the declared emphasis 

on primary education, with which I agree wholeheartedly 9 be given 

rea.l force and meaning by making the nation es teachers the reasonably 

contented and motivated group which will do the job? Only the teacher.E 

can do that job , all the decrees and declarations from the Ministry 

nothwi thatandingo If Dr o Gallimore understands that we will have a 

fresh start. And will he go to bat for secondary and tertiexy 

education , not as a privilege as he once misguidedly said,9 but as 

part and parcel of a whole educational process and therefore the 

right of every Jamaican child who has the capacity for it? That i s 

part of the tradition Dr o Gallimore inherited as a child at school 

in conunon with very many other Jamaican children , many of them from 

poorer homes , who rose to high and distinguished positions in the 

service of their country becu'gse education was the keyo Thi - i s the 

challenge to the new Minis ter of Educati on and we pray he ri s es to i t 0 

Goodnighto 
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Amending the Jamaican Constitution : 
The Dangers of Trivialisation 

NEWS COMlVlEN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
ctober 27 , 1986 9 6 ol0p om 

Good evening: When the new Ministers in Mr . Seaga ' s reshuffled 

Cabinet were sworn in last Friday , one announced Minister was 

left out., T)jle previously announced Minister of State in the 

Ministry of Education could not be sworn-in because it would 

have been unconstitutional to do so . The J amaican Constitution 

states flatly that: "Not less than two not more than four of the 

Ministers shall be persons who are members of the Senate o" So the 

appointment of Senator Dawes as Minister would have exceeded the 

Constitutional limit of four . Mr o Seaga then announced that Mr . 

Dawes' appointment would be put off until the matter h 8 d been taken 

to Parliament for Constitutional amendmen t o In other words , a 

mistake was made and was not discovered until the last minute , and 

in order to cmrrect this mistake or oversight? whatever you choose 

to call it , the Jamaican Constitution is now to be changed to 

correct that mistake o And this , intended or not 1 trivialises the 
\ 

nature and quality and importance of the Jamaican Consti tution o 

Please don ' t get me wrongo There is nothing intrinsically wrong 

with changing the J amaican Constitution , provided this is done with 

the seriousness and solemnity the importance of the document demandso 

What must not happen , what must not be allowed to happen , is for 
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the Constitution to be changed in what appears to be an arbitr i y 
l 

and high-handed manner in order to correct a mistakeo The Jamaican 

Constitution is far too important a national document for thato 

So my objection is not just to the proposed changing of Section 
~~o 

70 (subsection 2) of the Constitution, but ~to the manner and the 

reason for which that proposed change was announced. And then there 

i s the matter of the balance as between the elected and the non­

elected Ministers in the country's governmento The founding fathers 

who wrote the Constitution established a clear and sharp predominance 

of elected over ~~n~sterso ~Pi RiQ:1 a Ministers who were 

not elected by the people are the creatures of the person who 

appointed them; the others are the elect of the people~ beholden to 
just 

a wider constituency than/the Prime Minister who appointed themo 

And th\elect of the people should never be placed in a position 

where those who have not been elected can control the balance ofpower 
in 

/ Cabinet decision-makingo So in the first instance the Constitlition 

said "not less than two nor more than three" o And then 9 by Act 36 of 

1975, the three was inc:;a~o fouro I did not like the change in 

numbers at the time but Lthe manner in which it was done did not 

triviali se the Con stitution o This time it makes the numbers even 

worse, and the manner of its doing undermines the dignity of the 

Constitutiono It really is not good enough to amend a nation's 

constitution .in order to correct any man's mistakeo And it cannot 

be good for our democracy to raise the numbers of non-elecArinisters 

to levels where they can, with a little management ~ frustrate and 

outvote the will of the real majority of the elect of the peopleo 
. t Many of us who should have , and who did know betteri acquies[ d in 

that 1983 abomination which has left us with a one-party parliamento 

Let u s not add to that the trivialisation of t he Jamaican Consti:tution 
Goodnight 0 
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1) The Death of Samora Machel 
2) A Super-power Poker Game 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
October 24, 1986, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: For the Third World in general, and for Southern 

Africa in particular, the death of Samora Machel in a plane crash 

on the Mozambican ... south Afr ican .border on Sunday, was a terrible 

blow indeed 0 It is bound to force the hastening of FDontline States 

and Third World efforts to break the racist South African regime's 

stranglehold on Southern African trade movement., And this, in the 

first intance, means securing the road and railwayacross Mozambique 
' 

to the port of Beira., The Sou th African racists know this, which 

is why they have so heavily financed and armed the so-called rebel 

forces to disrupt those road and rail links and to play havoc with 

the lVIo zambican economy o In short, the Sou th Africi:ms and their 

puppets are doing in Mozambique what the so-called Contras and their 

U. s. pa.ymasters are doing in Nicaragua., And Machel was on his way 

home from a meeting with Zambia's President Kaunda, where this 

s pecific matter of containing and countering the racist destablisatio: 
worried 

was discussed be!E'ause Kaunda was/:1um:ata:nnui: about the so-called 

'internationalising' of the struggleo I think the struggle is being 

'internationalised' whether we like it or not; and I think the death 

of Machel is bound to hasten the processo And, like most other 

informed observers, I do not think Ma chel's death was an accidento 

It happened too near a strong Sou th African military post; and the 

South Africans have the technologyand the equipment to make a pilot 
flying 'blind• think he is in another place and lure him into a 
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crasho Con s ider one 6f the early ' explanations ' of the pilot 

mistaking the railway lights of Komatispoort for the runway lights 

of Maputo_o Why would he? Railway lights look very different unless 

faked to look like airport lights; or , if he is flying blind, faked 

on a dummy radar screen? And , of c ourse , in this kind of manufactur~ 

' accident • there is no evidence of 

death will underscore the critical 

' foul play '. We must hope Machel' s 
U't~~ 

urgency a f t breaking the South 

African hold on the trade route s : the sooner it is done the fewer 
~ the ~losses are likely to be o The week ' s other matter of high drama 

was the diplomatic poker game between the United States and the 

Soviet Union whi ch began with what became known as the Daniloff 

affair o You will remember a Bnviet UN employee i n New York was 

handild a parcel by someone and then immediately arrested by the FBI 

as a spyo A little while later the Soviets did exac tly the same with 

an American journalist i n Moscow . And after a lot of propaganda 

huff- and- puff the American journalist was exchanged f or the Soviet 

UN emplo~eeo Then , unexpectedly , and contrary to the terms and 

conditions under wpich New York was chosen as the UN headquarters, 

the Americans expelled 25 Soviets employees of the U~N o The Soviets 

responded by expelling five American dipl pmats . The Americans upped 

the ante by expelling a further 55 Soviet diplomats : five , they said, 

in response to the Soviets and the other fifty to achieve parity in 

numbers o The idea was said to be that there should be the same 

number of diploma.ts in both countries . The State Department was 

unhappy about the whole affair but the hawks of the Whi t e House 

insisted. After all , mid- term Congressional elections were j u st 

around the corner and the President and his warriors were worried 

about retaining Republican control of the Senate . Then the Soviets 

struck backo They expelled five more Americans and order~½ 6o Soviet9 
to quit the i r jobs at the ~~erican Embassy and consulmte - no 
demestic help ; and Unmie blinked and bawled:Tovarich! Goodnighto 
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National Heritage Week 1 1986: 
A Challenge for the JLP 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
October 17, 1986, 6.lOpom 

• 

w~·h 
Good evening: Lest we forget, this is National He:c.Jlgae Week here 

in Jamaicao Tradition ally, it is a time for reflection; a time of 

historical rememberance; a time of shared hope for the fu tureo 

Yet this week has been turned into a week of confusion, without 

most of us knowing prefisely what the confusion is about, or why 
9 

it has been unleashed on uso Was it really about a Cabinet reshuffle 

But the power to reshuffle the Cabinet is at the Prime Minister's 

absolute di scretion; he d1a;oes no t have to get anybody's approval. 

He can consult whomever he wants to or not consult anybody. And 

then he can make up hi s li~ t of changes, call in his Ministers and 

tell them what he has decided. He may give them a chanfe to speak 

or he may say tha t i s how it i s to be. So there is not and there 

was not any need for t he Cabinet reshuffle to be turned into a 

drawn-out, week-long public event with the whole nation on 1 hold'o 

Certainly, there was no need to super-impo s e this ~s sentially 

contrived and artificial crisis on National Ji# Weeko It has 

succeeded in pollujiing and spoiling the wholesome flavour of 
1-tfA ' lr. 

National ~i~ Week: and that is unforgiveable. This 'crisis' 

could have been staged the week before or the week after National 
!kA", t •(_ 

Jte.rt½ ~ Week. So why on this week? To take public attention away 
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from the country's National Heroes and focus it on someone else? 

God forbid. This is not part of the Jamaican heritage • .And now 

tha.t the reshuffle is over, does everything automatically return 

to nijrmal? Is the 'crisis1 , whatever it was, over? Do those who 

remain in the Eabinet, and those who have been brought in P and 

those who have been shuffled around and those who have been dropped, 

do they all carry on as though nothing unusual has happened? I 

rather suspect that nothing is going to be quite as simple as thato 

I think we are going to have to wait a little while before the 

consequences of this week's power game become clear. If those 

consequences are ultimately to be for the good and to the benefit 

of Jamaica then we should see signs of it in a number of subtle 

changes in the relations between the Prime Minister and the Jamaica 

Labour Partyo Up to now the Jamaica Labour Party has been the docile 

creature of the Prime Ministero Seemingly, he has exercised the 
and absolutist 

same sweeping/ authority over that p~rty that he does over the Cabinet 
normal 

This meant that the/'checks and balances' as between party and govern-

ment were absento Instead of being an influence to either moderate 

or push or check the Prime Minister and his Cabinet, the party was 

turned into just another tool of the Prime Ministero Which is why 

' the :FM could over ... rule ev:-erybody else over that• gentlemen's agreement 
1,\~ ½ c}v's.~ 

and call that LDecember 1983 'snap r electiono A stronger and more 

assertive party would probably have stopped him. Instead 9 because 
Cabinet and party 

he had absolute control of bothj he had his wayo If this week8s 

contrived crisis confounds him by re-asserting the party's moderating 

and inhibiting influence over the party leader 9 then out of this 

most unnecesssary of crises, may yet come some good for the Jamaican 

democratic processo No one man, left, right or centre, should be 

allowed ever again to put a nation on one week's holdo This, now, is 
<f" 6-CJ2..... ( ~ , 

the challenge for the leaders of the Jamaica Labour Partyo)_Goodnighto 
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After the JLP Retreat: 
Resignation or Powerplay? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
October 13, 1986, 6ol0p.m 

Good .evening: What happened at the JLP resreat was not this past 

weekend's most important news by a very long shoto The failure 

of the U0 S.-Soviet talks in Iceland was, for us as for a.11 the world p 

the most important piece of 'bad' newso And the emergency meeting 

of the leaders of the frontline states of Southern Africa in Maputo 

to prepare a gainst overt and cover~ military assault from racist 

South Africa, was second in importance, because in it are the seeds 

of the kind of localised war that could explode into world conflicto 

And .even that tragic natural disaster in El Salvador is of greater 
local 

real importance than the story which dominated the/headlines in 

both electronic and print media. Yet it is •our' story , so it 
we.. 

commands pride of place o So what are we to make of it? Are really 

to take it as seriously as the news treatznent suggests? At first 

sight that frontpage headline this morning gives the impression that 

Mr o Seaga has resigned as JLP leadero If that were in fact the case 

then it would be very importnan t for uso :But then we get all the 

provisos in various smaller sizes of print : ooo the party votes to 

have him remainooohis resignatio11 as party leader is 'with a year's 

notice'Q :But even this is not all that clear 0 A rele(8e from Jam aica 

House tells of "his intention not to seek re-election as leader of 
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the Jamaica Labour Party at the next Party conference to be held 

in November and to demit office as Prime Min is ter August 12 ., i987 11 o 

So, in the trontpage story he resigns with twelve months' notice 

and the party vojes to have him remaino But in the Jamaica House 

relee.se he has simply made a declaration of his intentions with 

a clear timetable to: step down as Party leader at the Party's 

November conference; and give up the office of Prime Minister on 

a specific day next A~~:Jit ·~~: this really all about? 

When politicians in of~ sign the intention i s usually kept a 

close secret until the act of resignationo This ensures political 

stability and a quick transition from one leader to the next with 

minimum dislocation within the ranks of the partyo The kind of long 
~ if s tuck i to 9 

drawn-out departure of which we have just been told is boUDd/t& 

disrupt and shake up and dislocate the party, any party, but 

particularly the kind of one-man autocracy that the JLP has always 

tended to beo And I don~t think anybody in the JLP wa.nts that. So 

the only reasonable explanation is to see this as an effort to shake 

up the party and gamble on starting a groundswell of popular support 

for the leader that would strengthen his hando The announcement of a 

CabiBEit reshuffle thi s week supports this explanationo It suggests 

that far from quitting or intending to quit the man i s seeking to 

tighten his grip on both party and governmento But what of the not 

standing for party leader in November? If the gamble works then he 

will be 'drafted' against his willo And what is more heroic than an 

apparently reluctant hero? But the hard question is: Do we really 

need this kind of political power-play at this stage in Jamaica's 

affairs? Do we need the heightened sense of political uncertainty? 

I thought the general mood on thi s morning's Ro ad Beat got it right. 

Get it over with arid let u s get on with Jamaica's real and serious 
problem so We 're out of time for poppy-shows 0 Good.nigh t 0 
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1) A New IMF Agreement? 
2) The Politics of ' Di s i nformation 1 o 

NEWS COlVIlVIEN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Friday 
October 10 v 1986 , 6ol 0p am 

Goodevening: · 

.. 

On Wednesday of this week the main frontpage story in the Gleaner 

was headed:"Wage freeze sai d part of IMF deal : price controls to go " . 

If you read that s tory carefully you will see that no source is 

given for the information about any wage freeze and end to price 

controls o e are simply told that the government i s ' reported ' to 

be considering these steps o So who reported it? I n the bu sine s s 

of journalism we are very familiar with the ' planted ; new~ i tem o 
a pi ece of 

There are times when poli ticians want t o get/~nformati on made public 

either because they either need to know how people will react to 

it 9 or else because they want to use public knowledge of it was 

part of t heir negotiating tacti cs . If , for instance , the IMF were 

to say to Jamaica • s negotiators : "What i your alternative to an 

i mmediate 10% devaluation?" They might say: "Wil l you accept a wage 

freef and an end to price controls?" And then ' plant ' the idea in 

what they see as the most appropri ate news outl et : and maki ng the 

i dea public gives it an added strength as a bargaining coun tero 

Alternati vely , the IMF itself may suggest that t he only condition 

under which it will agree to a de l ay in that 10% deval uation is if 

the government woul d impose a new wage freeze and end all price 

controls 0 And face d with two hard alternatives the government would 
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want to choose the politically less damaging of the two 9 which is 

a freeze on wages and a lifting of all price controlso The July 29 

local elections told the governing party clearly that it has already 

lost the unionised working- class vote o .And there is no way to win 

that backo But the busi ness , mercantile , and even small business vote 

could still be retained or won back by freeing-up all prices and 

holding down wages o And going public with this i dea would , it must 

be hoped 9 mobilise iamx« behind the governmen t , those who woul d 

benefit from such a policyo But , mf course , i f the IMF is as set 

on that 10% devaluation as we are told then the delay gained by 

this proposed trade- of f will be very , very temporary and the price 
a few $ 

that Jamaicans will pay for it/xia%k~onths down the road i s the 

further debasement of the quality of life o Either way Jamaicans 

are going to feel the squeeze : a few may benefit i n the very short 

run; all will feel it in the long run o I would have thought that 

a frank and open levelling with the Jamaican people about very real 

hard choices would have got a much more responsive and sympathetic 

heari ng than any manipulative ' planting ' of ideaso But it seems that 

those in power do not trust their people . This week a respected 

American journalst , Bernard Kalb 9 resigned as spokesman for the UoSo 

State Department because he did not want be associated wi~hi the 

' disinformation ' - the new word for the use of lying, untrue and 

concoted information - used to justify the attack on Libyao .American 

law says it is acceptable to use non- American news sources for 

purposed of ' disinformation • ; but it is wrong to use .American news 

outlets , which is what they did with Libyao Talk about double­

standa.rds ! And the best local ne~ at home was that big garment 

contract gained by the Broadway Group o I was particularly pl eased 

becauwe I still remember the bitter hostility Mr . Morgan an d his 
associates faced when tho/ first went in to the garment trade o Goodnigh 
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1) Nuclear & Space Accidents 
2) Marke t FoEc es on the Offen sive 
3) Family Planning 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
October 6 , 1986 , 6olOp. m 

Good evening: The fire - and possible explosion - which disabled 

a Soviet nuclear-powered submarine near Bermuda last Friday morning 

has again underscored the kinds of dangers and risks inherent in 

t he new age of nuclear power and high- tech with which the world 

hopes to enter the .twenty-first centuryo The submarine reportedly 

carried nuclear weapons; and we were told that thr ee of the crew 

died and many were injuredo And this morn ing a United States news 

report said that the submarine has now sunk o For their part , the 

Soviets who advised the Americans of the acc~dent very early , said 

the accident posed no danger of any nuclear explosion or radio- active 

contamination . Soviet merchant ships had the damaged submarine in 

tow before this morning ' s reported sinkingo The Americans had 

offered help . Such are the bald facts we know o e must assume t ha t 

~ the Soviets would either have removed or else neputralised the 

weapons and removed all the remaining crew before the submarine sank 

or was scuttledo If this wer e not done then there woui d be further 

potential long-term contemination of the ocean o And this , le st we 

forget , is only the l atest , and one of the more public , of a long 

series of nuclear , space and high- technology accidents since the 

start of the so-called nuclear age during the closing days of tl;-o . 
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second world war when two .American nuclear bombs were dropped on 

two densely populated Japanese ci tie s o Generally speaking, the 

ordinary pebple s of the worl d have been kept in ignorance of these 

accidents , wherever and whenever those in control thought they could 

get away with ito This was , and still is , true of both capitalist 

and communis t regimes , of both the Soviet Union and the Unite d 

State s o And thi s , I suggest , is one reason for the very hi gh level 

of fear , distrus t and suspic i on of the nucl ear industryo We have 

been lied to about i t so often and so blatantly that most of us have 

come t o distrust almost anything about ito This is one of the most 

bitter long-term consequences of the politics of deception and 

di information , whatever the moti ve behind ito And jet t be world 

cannot afford to turn its back on nuclear energy and high- technologyo 

What seems to be needed is a greater open- ness in i nfor ming people 

about the r isks and dangers , as well as the enormous problems and 

obstacles of this new • em:ture i n to the future o An d f or this the 

world ' s leaders need to understand more clearly the extraordinary 

forces they want to harness and use . You cannot , as Mr o Reagan on c e 

suggested , launch a missile and then call it back because you ' ve 

changed your mind ! And here at home the weekend saw the Free Market­

eers on the offensive o Are things really as simple as that? Free up 

everything and ' market forces ' will ensure economic growth and 

prosperity? .And what about equity and social j ustice? Can the private 

sec tor raise its own foreign exchange and credits without government 
1-td, 

guarantees? And will rea ownership and control of ' the comma.ling 
l 

heights ' of the economy be any less narrowly based than now? I am 
free 

not sure that it is either all state control or all/market for ceso 

either have done all that well up t o now o An f i nally , as a longtime 

supporter of fam i ly planning may I appeal Ple t • 
aggr · d O ase , no quite so 

essive an condemnatoryo You risk t urning peop)e off 0 Goo dnight. 
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U. S. Sanctions Against South Afr ica 

NEWW COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
October 3 t 1986 i 6 olOp om 

Good even i ng : The United States Senate yesterday afternoon voted 

to over- rule President Reagan ' s veto on a bill to impose harsh 

sanctions on racist South Africao The Senate needed 67 votes 

a two- thirds majority - to block the Presidentr s veto : i t received 

78 votes , which made it a crushing defeat for President Reagan o 

Earlier in the week , on Monday September 29 , the U.S. House of 

Representatives had also over- ruled the President ' s veto by a mas sive 

313 votes to 83 0 So both Houses of the American Congress have now 

over- ruled the Reagan veto and the toughest economic sanctions so 

far proposed by any major Western power are now law in the United 

Stateso And so the Reagan administration 9 despite its bitter 

opposition to s anctions , and despite its fierce and often' dirty ' 

reagaurd fight against s anctions , must now carry out t hose sanctionso 

That is how American l aw works o It is part o~ erican tradition · 

that once a matter becomes law all Americans 9 all American ins ti tui on.. 

and all American authorities are duty bound to honour , uphold an d 

enforce that lawo So Pre s i dent Reagan must now enforce sanctions 

against South Afri ca ., 'l'here is a useful summary in today ' s Gleaner 

headed: "Effects of the sanctions " which gives a fair i dea ofthe 
i 
l scope of t he sancti ons; and t hey are tough and they are sweepin g 
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and they put to shame the wishy- washy action decided on by the 

European Community under British and est German self- serving 

pressure . Britain and West Germany wanted to appear to be on the 

right side while having their cake and eati ng i t o The American 

Congress , speaking for the American people over the head of their 

leader , haw/ shown the world how to take a real stand against a 

manifest evi l o There are many things wrong with America 9 many things 

to criticise , but one of the great virtues of America and Americans 
are convi nced of 

i s that when they/xa• the rightness and justness of a matter t hey 

act dec i~ivly on what they see as right. They have done so this week 

i n the true spirit of their founding principl es o And I think many 

Africans will long remember thiso ~•t , 6f course , this action will 

not bring down Aparthei d overnight 9 or next week or next month or 
Reagan 

next year o And how the/~x~. administration enforces the new l aw 
a 

will also have/bearing ; you can be active or passive in enforcing any 

law o For ina tance an active enforcement will ensure t hat if food 

routes are denied frontline states then the food is ai rlifted as it 

was during t he Berl in blacs adeo But , active or passive 9 this law 

i mposing harsh sanctionsj is just about the biggest blow against 

South Africa since the Cuban halted its invasion of Angolao It is 

going to radically change the geopolitical pic ture in Southern Africa 
bring 

and it is going to hasten by many many years the process to/1mJix an 

end to the last bastion of institutionalised racism i n the worldo 
4.. 

For the Afri cans , both inside and outside South Africa , it is a welcon,i, 

sho t in the arm in what i s still a long and hard struggle . For the 

Americans there is the inherent dynamic of having to rethi nk and 

recast their Southern African policy to bring it in l i ne with the 

new law o And Britain and We st 

hell t o try and catch up with 

Germany are going to have to run like 
.J.~ u-

what came inaturally to the Americans a 
L Goodnigh t o 
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The Economic s of Survival: 
A Gloomy Outlook & Third orld Debt 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
September 29 , 1986 , 6 olOpom 

Good evening: The International Monetary Fund- World Bank meetings 

take place in Wasgington t his week in an atmo sphere which has been 

described as ' gloomy ' for the world economic outlooko The la.t'es t 

IMF report proje c ts little real growth for t he economies of the 

' rich ' Wes tern ·orld be tween now and 19911 They say growth may 

averaie 3% over t hat periodo This, of course , is on the assumption 

that nothing goes seriously wrong between now and then o If anything 

does go serious ly wrong then I think even this very modest forecast 

of growth may not be fulfilled o The rich nations of the West - the 

Un i ted Sta tes , Vest Germany 9 J a pan and , to a le s ser extent , France 

an d Britain - are faced with su f ficiently serious financial problens 

of their own to be scrapping among themselves over such matters as 

protectionism , interest rates , an d access to each other ' s markets o 

The J apanese are accus ed of not allowing t he Americans and Europeans 

f ree and fair entry into t heir markets; the Americans accuse the 

Europeans of gro s s an d unfair agricultural protectioni sm which 

makes i t impossible for t he United States to sell its agricultural 

products in Europe o The Europeans hurl back the counter- accusation 

of large-scale American farm subsidi es , price-fixing and other f orms 

of protectionism o An d Europeans and Americans join together in 
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bawling against Japanese penetration of their markets a Japan , 

meanwhile , is resisting efforts to force her to revalue her currency 

upwards o Almost everybody else , even the great United States 9 is 

under pressure , direct or indirect to devalue : only Japan is being 

pressed to revalue - and she resists ! It is important for us to 

appreftciate this broad context in which the vorld Eank- IlVIF meeting 

takes place this week 9 and in which Third orld countries are trying 

to get some sort of easing of their debt burdens a When a business 

firm is doing well: when things are look up and moving we~l and 

profits are rolling in , the firm or business enterprise can usually 

afford to be generous with employees and customers and corporate 

i mage-building. It can give generous bonus es and facilities to its 

workers , generous terms and discounts to its customers , make big 

donations to good causes such as supporting sport. But the moment 

there is trouble , a recession , a fall in sales and profits , that 

same business will cutback drastically: lay- offs , no bonuees 9 an 

end to credit and easy terms , no big pr and corporate-i mage budgeto 

And as with firms , so with countries: when hard times come they take 

care of ' Number One' fir st : credi ts 9 grants 9 outright gifts either 

dry up or are drastically reduced; debt-collection is r i gorously 

enforcedo In this context I think Third World pleas for a new 

economic order an d for ' reversing the net transfer of resources from 

t he poor to ~ rich countries ' will fall on deaf ear s o And the only 
/.., 

new borrowing that may be allowed will be to continue servicin~ debta 

This is the new reality for the foressable future , and the only way 

out of it i s the long , slow , hard and painful struggle to become as 

self-s~ff~ ienj ~~ possib. le while wq king to pay off the massive 
...... LiY.e &.l,. ~ ~-k., ~~ 

debts 1ti.i Otff fonue1 wa.a:tefvl vmy=lii o This , I suggest , is the true "' _..-. -... ,--.. 

nature of the new economic bondage in to which we have been led .. 
And there is no easy way out , no 'quick fix 'o Goodnighto 
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The II Americas Watch" Report: 
The Police & the Rule of Law 

NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
September 22 9 1986 , 6ol0pom 

Good evening: The United States human rights monitoring group 9 

11 Americas a tch" ha , provoked deep con sternati on i n Jamaica • s 

security establishment by its report 9 made publi c here this week , 

that the Jamaican police are responsible for gross abuses of human 

rights i n their dealings with ordinary Jarnaicans o This news broke 

in the local paper on Wednesday; the Mi nister of National Security 
with his usual volubility 

reacted to i t/xm:.hdDaty: on a call-in radio programme yesterday; and 

a statement from the Commissioner of Police today den i es the Americas 

Watch charge of ' summary executions 8 by the police ., I thi nk there 

are two very depressing mental atti tu.des at work here on the part 

of our security alithori tieso First there i s the screami ng sense 

of outrage at this charge coming from • foreign '' which is going to 

damage our 'image ' and to which we therefore must pay attention; 

and second there is the almost automatic seizing on anything to 

explain and excuse and deny or justify., And I thought the Mini ster 

of Nati onal Security yesterday pla.~ d the whole range of thfs~ And 

yet , you know , all that "Americas Watch" is asking for i s for the 
~ 

government to "acknowledge these abuses and to end them by di scipli niJ 

or removing from the force the con stables and superior officers 

responsible "o To have done so in frank and straightforward manner 

woul d, I think , have disarmed all serious cri,ticism o Hov ling and 
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screami ng , especially when most Jamaicans will tell you that the 

C5(arge s are well founded p is the wors t thing you can doo Of course 

the s e abuse.s are the work of a minority i n the for c e ; but that does 

not make them any less terrible . It is cold c omfort to tell those 

who are beaten and brutalised that it was done by a minority ; i t 

i s even colder comfort to tell it to a ber eaved mca relati ve when 

a loved one has been 9 i n Ombudsman E o Go Green ' s worda " slaughteredo o 

ooo without due process of lawo" And , of course 9 thi s kind of 

charge does t arnish the good names of the decent copso So the anter 

is to get r i d of the bad cops - which i s what very many thoughtful 
cal l i ng f or 

and concerned Jamai cans and J amai can groups have been/mmb~ over 

the years o Perhaps now that the ca l l has come from an i nfluential 

•f orei gn ' UoS. source 9 it will be taken more s eriously than i t was 

when it came from Jamaicans . There are very many of us , not hostile 
~ 

to the police 9 who get a sick feeling in the stomach when we hearft 

or read about some of these ki lli ngs i n dubious circumstanceso So 

let us admit the seriousness of the problem , face i t , and deal with 

ito I have not yetns~en the full repor t from Americe,.s Watch; and 
t---~ .,~~~\ cl> ~<;.-\) i! "'c.,c,.( ~ ~\_.~~ 

t he Jrunaic a HUman Rights CouncilLtel ls me that the adv anc e copi es 
~~ ~() 

t hat were sent to them l have somehow not yet reached ; but the summary 

ri~~• dead true o These peopl e are thorougho Their first team spent 

two weeks here i n February to make sure that there reall y was a case 

to i nvesti gat e ~ They met and interviewed a wide-cross secti on of 

groups and i ndividuals and went about seeing for themselve s o You 

or some of the poli ce may have dealt wi t h them without knowi ngo Then 

when they had repor t ed , a se cond group came here for two weeks in 

June 9 and went deeper into things o Incidentalj y , my informati on i s 

that they also had meetings with the Mini s ter of National Security ll 

t~e Commi s sioner of Police and t he DPP. So t his was no secret ~ 
Nicodemus investigation o So , plea s e , heed its c all 0 Goo dn ight0 
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Jamaica , The IMF & Bi-partisan Issues 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadca st on Monday 
September 22 , 1986 9 6 . lOp om 

Good evening : The weekend - and indeed much of the past week -

here at home was dominated by the proceedings of the 48th annual 

conference of the People ' s National Partyo The mood of the 

conference was upbeat throughout : it was that of a party whi ch 

was on the way back to power , and which knew ito It reminded me 

strongly of the mood of another political party sensing that it 

was on :the verge of powero That was the Jamaica Labour Par t y during 

the latter half of 1980 , shor tly before the gener al election o f 

that year . '.I'he JLP then had this same upbeat mood of con idence o 

But there was , of course , one very major difference between that 

time and now. This time there is peace in the land; politicall y 

i nspired gun- violence is almo s t non- existento Nobody i n the PNP is 
to 

threatening/~•• lo ck down the country tighter than a sardine can; 

nobody is talking of removing the government by overthrow or under­

throw. This is the basic and all- important differenc e o And I think 

we need to thibk about it carefull y and to make sure that this 

political peace is not shattered. In that i nterview with the As sociat 

-ed Press last week Mr . Seaga gave the i pression , to me at least , 

that this general desire for political peace was something he 

could exploit as part of his delaying tacti cs on the call for 

general ele c t i ons o For the sake of that peace , as well as for the 

sake of the restoration of Jamaican parliamentary democracy , I hope 
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he will think again . Political power in a democratic society is 

never in the hands of on e person to either hand over or else hold 

on to o It is a terrible and tragic misunder standing of the nature 
and 
m.fxJ)mi: source of political power i n a free and open democracy for 

any person to talk of ' giving ' or ' handing over ' or ' witholding' 

that power a It does not belong to you; it never has ; i t was only 

entrusted to you t emporarilyo Now, the real owners of that power 
it 

want i t back to entrust/elsewhere - again only temporarily . There 

was a time when both our major parties un derstood this very clearlyo 

N OW9 the JLP under Mr . Seagar eems to have lost i ts wayo In the same 

way , there was a time when Jamaica's dealings with the IMF would 
a 

have been handled on/%u bi-partisan basis because that would so 

clearly be in the Jamaican nati onal interesto In any negotiation 

with some foreign grouping Jc1maica ' s i nterests can only benefit from 
t o that grouping 

a united approach which makes it clear/that we cannot be dilvi ded 

and conqueredo Right now, a bi-partisan approach would strengt hen 

Jamaic a ' s hand immeasureably in the talks now going on in #ashin gton . 

The di fficulty i s that there is no basis of trus t between the two 

parties to allow for such an approa.cho A man or a party who has. 

double- cr ossed you once , who has gone back on his or its wor d once , 

and who has gloated about it , is liable to do it again o So you don ' t 

he l p out unless you are absolutely sure you are in controlo This 

is one of t he more bitter consequences of that shoddy pi ece of 
i mpossi ble 

smartness of December 1983. It makes/any genuine bipartisan approach 

to some key i s sues o.&im•.a:txim»u~itiiu: And for this Mr o Sea.ga and 

his tough- guy "win- at- any- price" approach is largely to blame o There 
. ~ a--~ fl; ic;c.v.~ 

i s de sperate need for bi - partisan approaches fbut wtio will trust this 
k,,, 

BVI? All of which makes another t wo 

long a time of waiting to get this 

year s far too costly and far too 
~ ~ · 

nation moving l ,5ai1n, Goodnight, 
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Mr . Seaga Decides to Hang On: 
hat future for the JLP? 

NEWS COMlVIEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
Sep tember 19 , 1986 , 6o10p. m 

Good evening : Jamaicans today got their first clear straight 

answer from Prime Minister Seaga on his intention s following tu 

his massive defeat in t he local elections of July 29tho You will 

find it boxed across the fron tpage of today ' s Gleaner o And , as all 

too often with this Prime Minister and this government , it comes to 

us by way of a foreign news agencyo Our own native media , it seems , 

is not good enough or important enough to break this kind of news 

which is of such importance to Jamaica and Jamaican s o So Mr o Seaga 

told a correspondent of the Associated Press that he haa no intention 

of calling an early general election and that he expects i n the 

next two years to turn around the country's decision of July 29th 0 

The story is headlined : ."I ' m not going to hand over power" o So 

now we know , thanks to the foreign presso So where do we go from 

here? Mu s t we have another two years of a government which has 

clearly lost the support of a majority of Jamaicans? Another two 

years of a one-party rubber-stamp Parliament? Another two years of 

bitter and smouldering discontent? Tur . Seaga calculates , shrewdly 
~J--fio 

I think 9 that the PNP will noti push as hard for elections , as say 

the JLP did $n the 1970s , because II they wouldn ' t want to i nheri t 

something that has been destroyed". And , like it or not si there i s 
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threat and menace in this message o What is the PNP being told? 

What are Jamaicans being told? That if you press too hard for new 

general elections the country will be destroyed? And who will do 

the destroying? I think Mr . Seaga owes this nati on an explanation; 

but I doubt that he will give us anyo This , however , is not a question 

for Mr o Seaga onlyo It is~ question also for the Jamaica Labour 

Party , the party founden by National Hero Alexander Bus~ ante , and 

dedicated until now , in partnershi p with the party founded by 
proposition 

National Hero Norman Manley , to the/«GlJlt~«~t of a two- party parliament-

ary democracyo Does the JLP , a s a par t y , want the present political 

and parliamentary abnormality to continue for another two years 

despite t he clearly expressed will of the majority? Already its 

proud record has been tarnished by the fact that i t brought about 

the first one- party parliament in the history of independent J amaica. 

Rationalise it any way you like 9 it does not alter that central fact o 
two- or multi- party 

And if/parliamentary democracy is to survive in thi s country then , 

for the foreseeable future we will need a strong and viable JLP as 
6v l¼/4~ 

Destroy Leither one and counter force to a strong and viable PNPo 
61,~~ 

you des troy / the democratic process itself o So the JLP 9 like :t ts 
1..-.. 

opposite PNP• owe it to the society and to our democracy, to en sure 

its health a s a dynami c and respected force within the society. 

Both JLP and PNP survi ved their foun der s; the death or fall of a 

leader did not , and must not be allowed to , affect the dynamic life 
democratic 

of t he partyo The survival of such a/party must never be dependent 
~ 

on the survival of any [!articular leader at any particular time o 

If the JLP is to s erve this high historic duty to our democracy then 

~t can~ot go on ducki ng iif ~ i ~ t cannot go on abdicati n§ 

its primary duty to the n; \ iot no matter how domina:rt; t the leader of i 

the moment o So where stands the JLP in this current undemocratic 
chaos? Goodnigh t o 
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Changing t he IMF: 
Mr e Seaga's Gamble 

NEWS COMM EN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Monday 
September 15 , 1986 , 6ol0p~m 

Good evening : The impasse between t he Government of Jamaica and 

the Inter national Monetary Fund over the matter of a furth er 

devaluation of t he Jamaican dollar is , according to the Prime 

Minister , to be settled one way or t h e other within the next two 

weeks o This , if it means anything , means that we should know 

within t hat time whether t here will be a new IMF agreement or 

whether we will go it alone on the basis of Mr o Seaga ' s so-far 

highly secret ' contingency plan' o The only thing we know about thi s 

' contingency plan ' is Mr . Seaga ' s statement that it contains "no 

fearful changes" o But what does that mean? And who decides what is , 

or is not , fearful? Thfr same people who described t he terrible 
and weakest 

hardships an d pressures on the poorest/in the society as 'structural 

adjustment ' and ' rationalisa tion ' ? Anyway , whatever the ' contingency 

plan' , I suspect that Mre Seaga hopes devoutly that he would not 

have to apply ito I agree with tho s e who see t hat tough talk about 

the IMF as essentially for domestic consumption o But there was , of. 

course a little more to it t han t hato I think it was a l so a signal 

to Mr o Seaga ' s most influential friend in a shi ngton t hat he was 

having t rouble wi th t h e IMF and that thi s was compoun ding his problems 

here at home 0 The ho pe mu s t have been t hat t he very shrewd an d 
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persuasive and powerful political arm-twister would use some of 

his con siderable influence to get the IMF to ease up on ' Our lVi an 

in the Cari,bbean 1 • We saw signs of some of this at work during 

the Prime Minister's visit to Washington; and I think most J amaicans , 

no matter what their political persuasion , will hope that this ploy 

will succeed. I think it has a reasonable chance . The IMF is unde:t, 

pressure everywhere to change its policies ; it cannot resist such 

heavy pressure indefinitely i n case there are some really serious 

defaults which could bring the entire IMF-based monetary system 

down in chaos o For instance , if the three or four biggest Latin 

American debtor nations were to follow Peru ' s example or worse, t he 

en tire system would be at risk . By compari son a Jamaican default 

would be a minor irritant with no effect on the world system o But 

if the t ide i s for change , and if it is accepted that th& time has 

come to make the change , then surely 9 trying it out with a small 

case like Jamaica would be safest. So they may just a ccept Jamaica.r s 

insistence on no mor e devaluation : it would be helping out a loyal 
be 

ally and at the srune time/accommodating the pressure for change 

without undue upheaval. In this sense Mr . Seaga ' s gamble may pay 

offo Bu t whether it pays off or not , where does it leave Jamaica ' s 

long-term future? All the big pro~ections notwithstanding , Jamaica 

is no nearer that ' light at the end of the tunnel ' now than it was 

when the JLP first set out on that fearful road of'restructuring ' 

of almost everything in sighto Dr o Ken McNeill's letter on our , 

health services in yesterday ' s paper speaks eloquently to the fearful 

deterioration in thetquality of l ife since this ' restructuring ' 
suppor ect oy ~axpayers money 

began o And public tfolicy/is supposed to serve the public good first 

6tJ "\ 'TL~ p~~ &- . 
and foremost : D~ H1nl- ~f~one class bu't r wn !ire p l by;0 

Wiil(Jout that it is(;• ~ 0, where are we goi ng? Goodnight, 
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Social & Economic Mobility: 
if not through education - how? 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
September 12 , 1986 , 6ol0pom 

Guild of 
Good evening: The/Undergraduates of the Mona campus of the 

Universi ty of the West Indies has now questioned the legality of 

the university administration in effect acting as an agent of the 

Jamaican Government by collecting a tuition ' cess' impo sed by that 

governmngt o The University , they say , is a regional institution, 

and its Charter gives ±la:m: @Jik GJe"S only the university the right to 

set and to collect fees . And the government-imposed cess on 

tertia.ry education was set by the Government of Jamaica , not by 

the University. So t he University itself must consi der whether 

it would not be con travening the Charter and Statutes of the regional 

University of the West Indies by collec ting such fees . And this, 

on the face of it , has all the makings of an e :pic legal battle o 

And if such a gegal battle were to be joined it would put the en:t:tre 

business of collecting the cess on ' hold' until the case is settledo 

This , now , is the new situation brought about by the manner in which 

the government went about i mposing its new tax on tertiary education . 

lnd , intereetingly , the J amaica Te achers Association is also reported 
To 

as about ~ challenge the legality of the government ' s closing of 

eight primary and all- age schools in remote areas of rural Jamaica 0 
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The one thing common to both c ases is money . In the one case the 

government wants the students to pay more for the tertiary education 

they get ; in the other the government wants to save money by closing 

down small rural schoolso And , of course , in both case s , as seems 

habitual with this government , both decisions were made without 

serious prior consultation with tho s e most deeply involvedo If there 

had been genuine prior consultation we would not now be facing these 

potential legal en counters , which , if they go t o court , would 

involve taxpayers money , no matter what the outcome o And this , in 

terms of our much vaunted 'prudent management ' was not real ly 

necessaryo And then there i s the wider question forced on us by 

this government • s apparent attitude to education o Till now 9 end as 

far back as the beginnings of the struggle for self-dema.emination 

education has been ac cepted as the cornerstone of JBmaican develop,_, 
churches , 

mento People , conununi t ies ,/insti tutions and , when it came i nto the 

hands of J amai cans , the government , all accepted the centrali ty of 

education to the national development process o And so l a t ent skill s 

and talents 1 wherever they were found , were brought ~ and encourag~ 

to developed to t heir ful l esj po s sibility. It did not depend on what 

your family had or who would stand guarantee o You yourself , your raw 

talent , was t he guarantee an d the hope for the fuirure; which is how 

most of Jamaica ' s grea t s on s and daughters were produced o And it 

made for the re l atively stable J amaica of t he past forty-odd years . 

Education was the key to social and economic mobili ty: it waskhe 
~ 

key for all who wan ted to move upwardo Remove ~hat key or ~ it; 
~ ~ . 

restr ict higher education to only those who can afford r ts ' privi leg~ 

and you cut off social moOili ty and'1~en the door to future chaos , 

Would this , in Mr . Seaga ' s langua~e b~ "no fea~ul change"? We have 
h ~ -tls.stl,. ~ ~ 

a d ~ fearful chan ges ' already s o what L~ •no fea fuih change • ?Goo dnigh 
I 
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1) The Eighth Non-Aligne d Summit Posimortem 
2) A We ekend of Terror 
3) Journalistic Dirty Tricks Revisited 

NEWS COIVIMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
September 8 , 1986 , 6o l0p om 

Good evening: I t was a peaceful an d quiet and largely tranquil 

weekend here in J amaica , with Saturday's uproar over a beauty 

contest choice being the only disturbance o The heavy and serious 

stuf f came from the world ou t side ., There was the bloody hijacking 

a:ttempt at Pakistan' s Karachi Ai r port on Fri day night in which 

f i fte en people were killed and many others were wounded o And then , 

on Saturdgy, there was that horrible and horrifyi ng suicide attack 

on a Jewish synagogue in the Turkish city of I s tBBbul, in which 

twenty-one J·ewish worshippers as well a.s the two Arab attackers 

diedo There were other horrors , of course : there was the by now 

almost ritual daily black deaths in South Africao And there was 

the failed attempt , nearer home , to ble...6t the Chilean dictator, 

Pinohest , ou t of existence o And , in the long run , most i mpor tant 

of all , there was the succe s sful winding-up of the week- long summit 

conference of the Non-Aligned Movement , with its clearl y defined 

course of action over the next three years under the leadershi p of 

Zi mbabwe ' s Robert Mugabe o And , interestingly , there was ,this time 

around , much less of the usual We stern media attempt at belittling 

and trivialising of the movement . Thi s time it was Li bya ' s Gaddafi 

who tried to do the damage o Eut he did not get far and I am sure 
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that most , if not all of the delegates woul d have welcomed it if 

he had carried out hi s threat to withdraw from the movemento But 

I doubt that he will. But despite disapproval of Gaddafi and his 
in its opposition to 

ways , the movement i s clear/%ma% the United States aggression 
or any other •~gzRxx±m• 

against Libya , an d, indeed, a gain s t UoSo/aggression - overt or 

covert - against sovereign states , with Niva.rq.gua as the other 

special case in poin t o But , inevitably , mapping out the struggle 

against South Africa was the key issue for the next three years o 

The f rontline State s of Southern Africa are under grave threat 

of South African destabilisation an d i f they do not fight back 

they will soon be reduced to the same status as South Africa's 

Bantustans o So the economic war for survival i s urgent 9 hence t he 

stepped up campaign f or sanctionso It i s Mugabe ' s determination 

that the South African stranglehold on other black economies mu s t 

be broken within his three year term if Apartheid is to be contained 

an d t h~n destroyed. An d the Non-aligned , with world backing might 

just pull it off o I hope so o An d f i nally a word on journalisic 

' dirty tricks' which we carried to such ugly extremes here i n 

J·amaica in the 1970s by our campaigns of sneering and jeering and 

smearing aud character a s sas sination and ' guilty by associatiDD1 or 

sympathyo Mos t of thi s has now been a ban doned but s ome traces s till 
journali s ts 

linger . Labelling/JIM~%I as pro this or that party , of being biased , 

of not being ' objective • - without adducing evidence or proof - are 

tricky attempts at inhibitingo It is , I think , a fraudulent form 

of judgemental journalism to which those who indulge i n i t should 

themselves be expo s ed . So will the anonymou s "Listens:e:t' please 

come out of t he woodworks so that we may i dentify you~ judge you 

by your own yardstick as to leaning , bias 9 objectivity and the resto 

Or else stick to cheap gos sip which requires no qualification to 
pass judgemento Goodnight 0 
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NEWS COlVIlVIEN TARY 

The Road Back to Elective Democracy 
for J arnaica 

For broadcast on Friday 
September 5 , 1986 , 6 ol0p . m 

Good evening : Thre e stories domimated the J amaican new• this 

week : First , t here was the collapse of the highly touted Spring 

Plain winter ve getables 'miracle ' at enormous lo s s of tax-payers' 

money; then there wa s the Prime Minister ' s ' tough guy ' trip to 

ashington where he was to tell those money- lenders jus t where 

they got off; and t hen there was the series of swearings-i n of 

local government authorities all over the island , with the PNP 

taki ng control of all but one Parisho Spring Plain , the IMF, an d 

the return of elective local democracy in a seriously emascula ted 

form . The connection between these three news stories is not 

i mmediately obvious; but it is there and it is profound. Take Spring 

Plain o If there had been an oppositi on i n J amaica ' s Parliament back 

i n 1982 when the whole t hing started ~ many Parli amentary questions 

would have been asked almost from the outset. And unlike the 

questions from journali s ts and farmers and farmers' organisations 9 

those parliamentary question s coul d not just have been ignored. 

Answers would have ha d to be gi ven : and if they were lyi ng or 

mi sleading answers , they would have been on the rec ord and could 

have been used to nail t hose who gave them o So the ignorance of the 
which lasted till this week 

true facts of the Spring Plain busine s s/would have been di spelled 

much earl ier , an d t he huge lo s ses woul d have been less than they are . 
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In this instance the absence of a critical and questioning Opposition 

in our Parliament has cost t he nati on dearly in taxpayers' money ; 
in . an 

and/the often questionable pattern of priorities decided on in/DI: ik• 

arbitrary manner by the one man who controls the nation ' s purse 

stringso Indeed , it now transpires that not even the Mi nititer of 

Government responsible for Agriculture had any real say i n the 

Spring Plain affairo I think the Minister concerned should tell us 

why he tolerated this . Did he agree with it? If not , why no protest? 

Why no resignation? Similarly, if there had been an Opposition in 

Parimament the systematic degutting and emasculation of the local 

governmen t system would have been strenuously challenged 9 especially 
the all-

that reallocation of $30-million to/JLP MPs as a thinly veiled 

political 'sl ush fund ' so that all local 'benefits ' rebound to the 

credit of the MP o It was , and is, perfectl y possible to streamline 

and improve local government management and finances without 

degutting the system itself. And so the restorati on of substance 

to the elective local government system , of which Kingston Mayor 

Ralph Brown spoke yesterday, becomes as urgent as restoring true 

public accountability to such projects as Spring Plain o And so to 

Washington where Prime Minister Seaga reportedly sang a,i softer 

and more pleading tune than the hat'sh and strident one he sang for 

local consumption . The catch is that you canno t separate the local 

from the foreign in these days of instant coDUDunicetion . So which 
the White House ' s 

is the true tune : the bluster or the begging? And while/WxskD ~%LU:i~ 
are always 

goodwill and support/xx important 9 especially in the short- run of 

incumbency , the se of the American Congress and its General Accounting 

Office , are of much greater long- term i mportance in the nation- te-

nation relati ons between the United States and 

do not become a human obstacle Gn the road back 
Jamaicao So please , 
~ I 

to 1electi ve democracy 0 

"- Goodnight 0 
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The Eighth Non-Aligned Summit 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
Sep tember 1 , 1986 , 6o10p. m 

Good evening : The eighth ~ JD summit meeting of the Non-Aligned 

Movement got under way in Harare , Zimbabwe , today with Prime 

Mini ster Robert Mugabe taking over the leadership from Prime 

Minister Rajiv gaa.dlii. And , as usualt , the Western news media is 

hell- bent on trivialising the event : they will stress the confl icts, 

the disunity , anything that can be used to belittle the event or 

raise doubts and questions about the motives , intentions and integrity 

of the movement and its leaders o So it is il.mportant for Third Wo~ld 

peoples to be clear about what the movement is and is not , if we are 

not to follow Miss Eugenie Charles i nto the carefully baited trap of 

equating non- alignment with neutralityo The Non- Aligned Movement 

was founded by Josip Tito , who was and remained an avowed commu.nsat; 

Pandit Nehru , a pragmatic Hindu Brahmin; Gamel Nasser , a very devout 
Pan­

muslim and Arab nationalist; and Kwame Nkrumah , a passionate/Af rican 

nationalisto There was no i delogical uniformity among these men -

no single holy political church of any stripe o The two key points 

which united them were : firstly , the determination to be free of the 

stifling embrace of either the Soviet bloc on the one hand or the 

American bloc on the other; and to make their policies and their 

decisions i ndependently of either super-power 9 and in their own best 

s elf-in teres t o Thi s would be t he basis on which they would deal with 

UWI L
IBRARIES



2 

the two super powers in particular and all other nations in generalo 

And the second key point was that they would co-opera te and support 

each other -i n the struggle agai ns t colonialism 9 neo-colonialism ,IIJI:« 

economic impermalism , and the pervasive rac ism of the world in which 

~h:e movement crune into beingo And to these basic principle s the 

Non-Aligned Movement has always been true despite mighty efforts at 

destabilisation and disinformation ( some of it from Third World 

new~paper s serving First World in teres t s )o So from the very outset 

the Non-Aligned Movement has embodied Thi rd World i deological plural­

ffism , from the communist lef t, to the broad~ocialist ~nd l i beral 

capi talist centre , to the rightwi ng mon l chies 9 dictatorships and 

strong- man mili tary leaderso And over the years .it has evened 

better checks and balance,'l on the policy-making powers of the person 

who becomes its head every t hree years , t han have any of the other 

and much smaller world groupi ngs : the leadership of none of the 

Western power groupimgs i s as democrati c; America dominates tho se 

just as much as the Soviets dominate the Ea.stern power groupings . 

There are no vetoes i n t he Non- Aligned Movement and yet its meetings 

usually achieve an extraordinary level of agreeruento And I expect 

this same high l evel of agreemen t on the key i s sue of the present 

meeti ng , the assault on South African racist domi nation in the 

Southern African region o Mugabe is making t his t he centrepiece of 

his chairmanship , and he ha.s a l ~91ady i ndicated some of the economic 

ways in which South Afri ca ~~";;l hit_by the frontline stateso India 
!'- economic 

i s leadi ng the move for prac tical/suppor t for t he frmntline states; 

and if Sowii~ Africa were to attack Zimbabwe they may find them selves 

facing an army of the Non- Al igned Movement . The big question i s : 

7hat would Arue~ and her allies do then? They may realise , too l att 

that sanctions ~ indeedj the better opti on for aal~aaing their 
interes ~ i n Southern Africa 0 Goodnight 0 
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After Spring Plain : 
Leadership , Accountability & Democracy 

NEWS CO.MllIENTARY 
For br oadcast on Friday 
August 29 , 1986 i 6 ol0p . m 

Good evening: This has been a bad we ek for Jamaica : first we had 

the collapse at Spring Plain; then we had the Interpress report 

first carried by this station of Jamaica ' s ' very serious ' arrears 

in its payme~ts of what we owe the IMFo These arrears r eportedly 

stand at UoS o$70- million (or somewhere approaching $400- million 

Jamaican) . Add to this Tuesday's Gleaner report of property taxes 

being increased by between 200% and 400%, and the angry depression 

and sense of bitter disappointment of very many Jamaicans become 

understandable o This has been a bad week for most Jamaicanso And 

what has made it worse i s the fa.ct that we have not had a word 

from the Prime Minister of Jamaica about Spring Plain ; and we 

have not had a word from the Prime Minister of J amaica about the 

Il\TF arrearso And in times of difficulty and in times of trouble 

the people of a country which is a democracy expect to hear from 

the person who heads their governmento It is part of the democrati c 

tradition that a country • s head of government steps forward to 

explain and to comfort and to encourage the nation i n the face of 

troubles and difficulties and disasterso And the worse the trouble 

the more quickly and decisively is the leader expected to step 

UWI L
IBRARIES



2 

forward to explain and to comforto In this sense the Spring 

Plain collapse and the IMF arrears should both have been announced 

by the Prime Minister himself. And , indeed, in both cases there 

was the added responsibility of both matters being under the direct 

and personal control of the Prime Minister; which makes his 

personal accountability in these two matters all that much greater . 

Elsewhere in the media today there is an interesting discus sion 

about whether any Prime Minister should have this kind of clos e 

personali s ed control over such a wide range of matters as this 

present Prime Mini s ter has o And there is the suggestion to control 

this by way of Con s titutional change o This tendency is unders t andabl e. 

The electoral system was shamelessly manipulated in 1983 so let us 

make sure it will never happen again by enshrining fixed election 

dates in the Constitution; a Prime Minister takes too much power and 

control into his own hands so l et the Constitution limit him to only 

holding the of fice of Prime Minister o This is a natural reaction to 

what is seen as the abuse of power o But I think i t can easily go 

to the other extreme of a rigid and i nflexible electoral system and 

a compl etely emasculated Prime Minister without the overall authority 

the job demands o When anybody abuses a good system , you do not have 

to change the sys tem ; change the abuser : that is much easier than 

~~•[g ~~:d ~ ifling controls once they are enshrinedo I 
t hink the politica l parties must ensure that no leader turns himself 

into a little tin- god o The JLP has a greater problem here than the 

PNP which is the more democratic of the two o And the J amaican voters 

who knew how to handle the great Alexander Bustmante and the great 

Norman Manley have jus t shown that they know how to disciplin e any 

arrogant leadero They know this democracy is theirs • And they are 

waiting for an accounting of this week ' s bad news and for a date 0 

~o~i~t 
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'1ffo)\o.,Jv 
Spring Plains: The ~collapse 

of an agricultural ' mirBcle ' 

NEWS OOMMEN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Monday 
August 25 9 1986 , 6 ol0p om 

Good even i ng : 
f~ 

Th7 ollapse of the Spring Plains ''miracle • which 

was suppo s ed to chart the future for Jamaican agriculture , is a 
.11~~ 

sad and depressing piece of l news; and the first impulse is to 

write it off and try and forget about ito We do not know how much 

Jamaican taxpayers ' money has gone into this costly projecto The 

roughly $28- million mentiotjed in yesterday ' s Sunday Gleaner may 

not i nclude the costs of the glossy public relation s blitz to 

which Jamaicans were subjected by way of radi o , press and te l evision 

or the media and other parties that were transported :tK on field 

trips to see the birth of this agricultural miracle which was 

suppo sed to teach poor backward Jamaican 

high- technology farmi ng was all about. I 

~ ~ 
peasr ts what real 9 profi tabl, 

still remember how very 

upset and angry some small peasant farming f riends of mine were at 

some of the sneering references to Jamaica ' s small far mers o I still 

remember the lofty , contempuous : "What agriculture?" as though we 

had nothing before Spring Plains and high- tech and the fancy concept 

of ' Mother Farms' which would teach us all how these things should 

be done o The Ullnece s sary arb gance to which ou~ small farmers were 
l 

sub jected must be written in as part of the cost Jamaicans paid for 

the failure of the ~ ring Plains ' miracle 'o And we , an d those who 

lead us , mu s t learn the l essons of this faulure if we are not to 

UWI L
IBRARIES



2 

repeat the same failures and the same mistakes over and over again o 

And the first l esson is that Jamaica is Jamaica , not America , not 

Israel , not anywhere else; and any technology , no matter how high 

or how smart 9 which is not adapted to Jamaican conditions and to 

Jamaican folkways , is likely to do more harm than goodo Agricultural 

technology is not the sudden new discovery of this government of 

Jamaica : we have had generations of experiments with various 

technologies f or agriculture: ask the likes of Dr o T. Po Lecky and 

a host of other marginali sed Jamaican agri cul tural experts - people 

who really know the land and how best to use i t o '.l.1he fact of being 

a good businessman , or even a good manager , does not automatically 

make a person a good agricultUJ:alist of farmer who knows how to 
~ 

get the best out of the landi;-e~ching or exhausting it. I think we 

ha& better make sure in future that politicians who do not under­

lBEBJJdt this are not allowed to use our very finite Jamaican earth 

as a kind of agricul tu_r.f.l_high,,,,tech mining of the land for quick 

one- shot big bonanzaf ~ . The Jamaican earth has to sustain 

generations of Jamaicans yet to come so let us not allow it to be 

turned into desert or swamp for anybody ' s quick puofit . And then 

there is the fatal business of gearing all our farming to exportso 

Exports are critically iniportan t : feeding ourselves from our own soil 

is even more important because it means we can survive even if the 

export market goes into decline . So le t us have a balance instead of 

the self-defeating having either the one thing or the othero lrrowing 

our own food ~ould be our most solid base . Our small farme ~ have 

always knovm this; so did other generations of lea.ders o And , le t.f-

we forget 9. the so- called ' Mother farm' concep t can easily become 

or be turned into a. plantati0If 17._centra.l, with all the little farm ers 
around a ~ \ ~~¾ ~ ~ ~ 

s a new dependentl peasantryo We ' ve been Lt~ already 0 Goodni € 

/ 
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Jamaica ' s Changing Political Cl i mate 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro4dcast 6n Friday 
August 22 , 1986 1 6 ol0p . m 

Good evening : Yesterday ' s swearing-in of ten of Jamaica's twelve 

Parish Councils plus the KSAC is the most visible outward manifest­

ation so far o f the profound change in Jamaica ' s political c entre 

of gravity sinv e Jul y 29 . Of the ten Mayors and t heir deputies 

sworn-in yesterday , nine are from the PNP and only Sto Thomas i s 

under JLP control . The KSAC will be under PNP control; Sto Elizabeth 

looks that way too, and Clarendon could go either way , depending 

on the outc ome of the rec oun t 9 Thus the PNP ' s control at the Local 

Government level i s overwhelming and must be taken into account in 

all matters of public policy o At the level of 'higher politics ' 

so- called, an interesting indicator is this morning ' s frontpage 

newwpaper report t hat the UoS o Assistant Secretary of State for 

Inter- American Affairs who is currently on holiday on our North 

Coast (where , incidentally , l'l.r o Michael Manley is also spending a 

week) will be having tal ks with both Mr o Seaga and Mr . Manley. 

Whatever the local JLP propagandists say , the political centre of 

gravi t y has s hifted too much for any h i gh and responsible U o So 

government official to come here and speak to only Prime Minister 
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Seagao July 29th has changed all that and the interests of .American 
I 

foreign policy~i ctate that they recogn i se and deal with this new 

reality ,. The foreign policy an d · the fore i gn relations of a great 
country 

and powerful/are not , and cannot be based soley on the personal 

relationship between the two men who happen to be in power for the 

time being; of course , personal relationships are important but 
-C. 

only up to a very limi~ed point .. The need for ongoing and constructiv< 
I 

relations between America and J amaica will continue to be important 

long after Mr o Reagan has left the White House and Mr o Seaga has 

left Jamaica House . The shift in the political centre of gravity 

is exploding the myth that only Mr . Seaga - or indeed only Mro-anybod; 

- else can get us this or that lot of goodies from ' Uncle '; it is 

policy , and above all , the popular support of the people that will 

make the Americans deal seriously with the leader of any countryo 

Of course, all great powers , east and west , prefer to deal with 
have t o 

obendien t satellites - but if they/m:JLI:i; they will deal reasonably 

and responsibly with relat inly independent governments who do not 

threaten American in terestso I think l'llr o Manley has had time to take 

in this point over the past six years o So, with the shift in the 

political centre of gravity clearly accepted both at home and abroad 

where does this leave the JLP? There seems to be a tug between 

those who want to"tough,.t it out" for the next two years , those who 

want to call general elections as soon as po s sible , and those who 

want to make a cosmetic change of leadership. Those who want t o 

" tough it out" talk of changing policies to make them more acceptable 

Can the ' Authoritari an' leopard really change his spots? I doubt i t; 
~ MRT <-c<:i 

an d so I think do most Jamaicans o And e-o-s-teJll...t may damage the JLP 

to the point of exti ncti on o And the f r amers of the Constitution did 
• &<" ~ ~ (,v ~.-MMK' 

not i ntend for it to be us ed to cheat the people of their right to 
choose an d to reject tho se who gov/~ th em . Goodnight 

l 
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The Tu tu Weekend 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
August 18~ 1986 , 6ol0p om 

Goo d evening : Here in Jamai ca, this past weekend was dominated 

by the pre s ence among us of the Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg , 

t he Right Reverend Desmond Tutu~ . His words and his presence were 

everywhere , thanks largely to saturation c overage from radio and 

televi sion o And his impact on Jamaicans everywhere in the land 

seemed to go far beyond , and far deeper , than such official visits 

usually do o An d this , I think , was due to an extraordinary emotional 

inter- action between the man and the people among whom he had come o 

There had been concerns and worries about aspefts of the planni ng 

of the visito Many leaders an d spokespersons of grassroots movements 

were unhappy about the restricted nature of t he pl anned programme 
where 

which seemed not to allow for the kind of bi g public meeting/Kun 

the very many thousands who wanted to do so could come and clearly 

demonstrate t heir soli darity with the South African peopl e . In the 

end these concerns , and many others , were swept aside by the 

character and quality and the nature of the presence of the man , 
,W). 

and by the passion with which he i,,r ought/ message o And I rather 
t he core of /--

su spec t that many among us will find/that me ssage extremely unsettlin~ 

and disturbing. Bi shop Tutu ' s message was frankly political, f rankly 
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liberationist, and frankly partisan; there was no fr audulen t 

even-handedne s s as between what is right and what is wrong; no 

protestation of non-involvement in politicso P.lT!d so his Christianty 

takes a stand on political issues: against the tyrants ,. be they 

black or white , and for the freedom fighters? wherever they areo 

In this hi s religion ha s more inf ommon with the ' liberation theology' 

of Latin America than with the theology of non- political ' personal 

salvation • of North American evangelismo And the gras sroots Jamaican 

response to the 1utu message was very revealing: it was warm, open 

and joyouso It seeme d that he brought us , briefly,9 a reli gion which 

for all i ts seriousness and embattled state in South Afri ca, is also 

full of joy and caring and laughter : no t the solemn and cold and 

careful grim- faced stuff that comes from the North; not the r eli gion 

which makes of charity and charitable works almost a virtue , but 

the religion which wan t s to change the conditions which lead to t ije 

poverty and want which invites charity: a religion of justi ce and 

human di gnity for all God ' s children o / And I could not help 

wondering how Bi shop Tutu would fare i f he weret s ay , the Bishop 

of Jamaica practicing on a daily basis his br4Dd of ' Church Militan t ' 

Christianity among the poor ar1d depressed of Jamaica o Would those 

in power still want to honour him? When I _thi l]k of how quick some 
~ ~~~ 

of our pol itical leaders are to attacki local religious leaders for 

much less , I frankly doubt i t o I think i f Bi shop iutil were Bi~ op 
as Bishop of Jamaica 

of Jamaica , and if he were/to say some of the true things about 

poverty and misery here i n a roughly similar ve i n to what he said 

about South Africa , he might find himself very unpopularo So will 

the Tutu vi s i t have any real influence on the Christian Church in 

Jamaica? If it does , that may i ndeed be a ~reat step forward i n the 

struggle f or human dign ity and jus tice everywhere o Goodnight 
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Cleaning Up the Electoral System : 
How to and How Hot to Go about it 

NEWS COMM EN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Friday 
August 15 , 1986 , 6ol0p om 

by the Prime Minister 
Good evening : This week ' s announcement/of the setting up of a 

Commission of Inquiry into electoral malpractice and misconduct 

during the July 29 Local elections looks, on the face of it~ 

incomprehensible o The dust has not yet settled properly on the 

Local Government elections. Fi nal vote counting was still go i ng 

on this week; e~ uiries are being held ; magistrates ' recounts are 

in progress i n some divi sions and there is the likelihood of 

election pe tji- ti ons being f i led in our courts of lawo The Electoral 
now 

Advisory Committee is itself nr:xi kKx~x• ~•xaxmf looking into the 

process in order to set about cleaning it up for the next time . In 

short , the thing is still in process and the normal and legal 

machinery is at work right now to root ou t and rectify the very 

things the Prime Minister wants the Commi s sion of Inquiry to look 

in to o Dr o Lloyd Barnett , an Independent Senator in our one- party 

Parliament , and a recognised constitutional author i ty~ has described 

the decision to appoint the Commission as 'Ill-timed and premature ". 

And dealing with the role of the courts and the Electoral Advisory 

Committee in the matter of cleaning up the electoral system , Dr o 

Barnett said: "We should not undermine or devalue the i mportance 

of these two insti tutions by setti·ng up bodies with competaing or 
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parallel functions ., 11 So what was the point of setting up thi s 

Commi s sion of Inquiry? wyere the courts not doing their j0b 

properly? · was the bi parti san Electoral Advi sory Commi ttee , a 

comparatively recent creation to take party politics out of the 

electoral system , was it found derlic t in its duty? .And perhaps 

of equal importance , was the decision~ to appoint the Commission 

of Inquiry$ part of the agreement between the parties to dealia&x 

with all electoral matters in a bipa:a~tiaan manner? Did Mr o 

Seaga consult with Mr ., Manley? Was the idea discussed with the 

Electoral Advi s ory Committee? As far as I have been able to check 

there was no consul tati on : which makes this a un i lateral political 

decision which bypasses the bipartisan machi nery which had been 

built- up so ~ainstakingly over the years o So what was the point 

of setting up this machinery if you intended to ignore it when it 

suited you? This , I think , is bad and it raises serious questions 

about credibility and integrity about publicly stated commitmentso 

Then ther e are questions I have picked up m the streeto Were t he 
general 

mi sconduct and the malpractice of the 1980/election , the l98l 

local electi on~ and the 1983 Nicodemus election , greater or less 

than those of July 29? We all know the answerso So why did we not 

have Commi s sions of Inquiry after each of those? Is it , as one cynic 

put it: beeau~e him win then and him lose now? Or is it , as the 

PNP says , a brazen attempt to buy time? Whatever the answer~ it 

is a wrong move o The electoral system must be cleaned up, but not 

by i ntensifying parti san passion s and partisan strife and not by 

undermin i ng good structures and institutionso So heed the Sophoclean 

advice from a f ormer Junior Mini s ter turned journalist: "All men 

make mi stakes , but a goo d man yields when he knows 

and repairs the evilo The only sin is pride ., 11 

' ,,. 
his course .wrong 

l 
Goodnigh t . 
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The New Mayor of Spanish Town : 
The Problems of Power Shari ng 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcas t onMonday 
August 11 9 1986 , 6ol0p om 

Good evening: It..l;i,a~n announced over this past weekend that 

l\ r . Ferdie Neita t a man who was shot an,l,, grievously wounded in the 

violent and dirty politics of the 1970s , will be the new Mayor of 

Spanish Town and Chairman of the st. Ca therirfP Pari sh Councilo Mr . 

Neita of the PNP will take over from Mr . EverDod Wi lliams of the 

J.LP as the PNP now has control of the Sto Catherine Parish Council o 

So t he control of political power has been transferred from JLP to 

PNP at the local government level but the MPs for St. Catherine are 

all members of the JLP one-party parliamento So the question of how 

Mr . Ferdie Neita and his Parish Council are going to deal with t he 

Members of Parliament who have control over the local public purse 

strings is an urgent and immediate one o And it is not one only for 

Sto Ca therine: it is an urgent question for every Parish i n the 

island where the PNP has won control , and this means it is an urgen t 

question for nearly all J amaicao So where do we go from here? Will 

the Central Government and the JLP MPs , each-with his or her half­

a-milli on- dollai- a- year tslush fund ' be as responsive to represen t­

ations from PNP- controlled Councils as they were when the J LP 

controlled all ? Will Mr o Ferdie Neita have the same mutually suport­

ative re l ationship with the Sto C2therine MPs as Mr . Everrod illiams 

had? All you have to do is think back to some of the hard s tridency 
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of the recent campaigning in Sto Ca therine and Spanish Town; and 

of the violence and the threats of violence; and of an MP sounding 

off as though any PNP public meeting at a particular spot is cause 

for political warfare oi Think of that an d you will realise how very 

unlikely it is for hardline political backwoodsmen - as some of the se 

have shown themselves - to co-operate with their opponents , even 

when those opponents are now clearly the elect of the people . The 

natural impulse is to fight down the opposition , to undermine and 

frustrate their efforts and make them look bad in the eyes of t he 

electorate o But if they give in to this natural impulse , what 

happens to the communities involved and the services to which those 

communities are entitled? Will the MPs go out and do everything, 

and supervise everything themselves, so that the people can see it 

is the MPs and not the Councillors who bring them the goodies? 

And can two or three or four individuals be everywhere in their 

Parish every day to make sure they get maximwn political mileage? 

I think they will find i t impossible o Even worse 9 I think the people 

will see through any such trick move o Or perhaps they could just 

starve the PNP Councils of money and do everything through Central 

Governmen t o But vvas this not one of the reasons why they were so 

badly beaten on July 29th? They under-rated the ability of the 

Jamaican people to see through clever moves and big spending and 

they paid a heavy pr ice for it. So I think the government must either 

hijnestly share power with the elected PNP Counci~ and , indeed , must 

restore to thes~ Councils , some of the powers it has taken away ,. or 

else it must go back to the Jamaican people and ask for a new 

mandate to do whatever it wants to do o To do anything else is to 

go against the clearly expressed wil l of the Jrunaican people as 

made manifest on July 29: and that would be ~ democracy, Goodnight 
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1) The Tertiary Educa t ion Gess 
.J!L} 'f'.hc 8 s , 01111 U.ai th 2«£:.\'e± /jaQ t a o1 

NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
August 8~ 1986, 6. lOp om 

Good evening : The Government of Jamaica this week had its first 

chance, since the local elections, to send a posttive and practi cal 

signal to t he Jamaica~/electorate that it has received and under-

stood and will respond to the s t rong and clear message of Tuesday 

July 290 In the event , I think the Government has blown this f irs t 

chance . On Wednesday of this week Prime Minister Seaga announced 

that the government would accept the recommendation of the Task 

Force on tertiary educa tion t hat the new feea or cess to be paid 

by University and CAST students should be brought in on a phas ed 

ba s i s rather than i n one licko Thi s mean s t hat the agony will be 

spread over shree years; but in the long run , it i s the same agony. 
and t he rate of interest , 

The size of the new fees , /as Mr o Seaga had in s isted , was not part 

of the terms of refer ence of the Task Force , s o the s e remain the 

same as when first announ c ed in February. I think we all still 

remember what happened in the weeks after that announcement. 

Remember the protests and the demonstrations and the road-blocks 

and the tear- gas sing an d the police batons? Remember the thoughtful 

statements by the Finance and General Purposes Commi ttee of the . 

Universi ty and bl the West In die s Group of Universi ty Teachers 

showing with f acts an d figures t hat the propo sed fee s were too 
high when compared wi th fees at other universiti e s in the world? 
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Well , Mr. Seaga's only concession to the outcry was the sop of 

the Task Force , but without any powerto vary the size of the fees o 

In a comment~ry oa' March 14 I described the gov ernment's attitude 

on this issue as : "•oo it decides on a course of actios , often 

without knowing all the facts 9 and then marches ahead , stubbornly 

deaf, dumb and blind to reason for as long as it thinks at can get 

away with it ,, " But that was before July 29 when it was and was still 

accepted as a government with a clear and popular mandate . And in 

the campaign leading up to July 29 , education in general and tertiar y 

education specifically , were very important electoral issueso You 

would have thought that in the light of the outcome t his government 

would have u s ed the opportunity to scale down the level of the 

proposed fees and so send a message to the electorate . By not doing 

so , the message will be interpreted as ' nothing has changed' . It 

is still a stubborn , unbending 9 unyielding government; still 'strong' 

even when proven wrong by the electorate ,, This is bad enough in a 

government with majority popular support : it is downright dangerous 

political folly in a government which has lost the support of the 

majority as clearly a.s this one has. Which brings us to the arithmet~ 

of new elections . The General Election of 1980 was held at the end 
of that yearo 

of October/ The victorious J LP called Local Elections on the 2Dd of 

March 1981, some four months later . And with all its faults the 
i n 

electoral system now i s/better shape than in either 1980 or 19810 
before new elections 

So talk about the need for a 12-month delay/is self-serving non s ense . 

I think that if Mr . Seaga is determined to continue his unbendi ng 

and ur1yielding style of gover nment then he should seek a new man date 

to do so a t the earli est po s sible moment . Otherwise he must behave 

with the respon siveness and sensi tivity of a minority ffv= ent 
serving out its time . And tertiary education is the pointLto begin 0 

Goodnighto 
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NEWS COMM EN TAR Y 

Election Pettmortem: 
\nl:(D(~X~OCXW:~x&~xbtOOl:X~~~~X 

Dealing with the IMF after Tuesday 

For broadcast on Friday 
August 1, 1986, 6olOp. m 

Good evening: The leaders of both major political parties 

yesterday called for an end to the violence and lawlessness which 

followed the results of Tue s day • s voting in the Local electionso 

So let there be peace , and let the J amaican people return to their 

normal ways of livingo And let us remember that the disorders have 
overwhelming 

been the work of a small minority: the/majority of Jamaicans of 

all persuasions have accept~~early expressed will of the 

people '62 l,})E - liilt:IOo Tho s e who perpetrated the violence and the 

arson and the robbery are not representative of Jamaica or the 

spirit of the people of Jamaica 9 and they a.re certainly not represent 

ativ-e of the will to pea«e which both parties declared in the rUE-UPo 

f hey are hooligans , bullies , bad losers and enemies of democracy. I 

think the parties should cut them off like a surgeon removes a 

cancer o If this is done we will have even fewer such ugly events 

the next time aroundo So where do we go from here? As the Prime 

Minister indicated when he conceded the PNP victory on Tuesday nigh t, 

the government clearly needs time to think things out. So give them 

reasonable time to think things out and work out their response to 

the message from the J amaican electorate o And then 9 when they have 

done the i r thinking , they mu s t come openly to the Jamaican people 

wi t h their an s wers . A key . t , poin of Tuesday ' s mes sage , a s I see i t 9, 
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is that the Jamaican people have reasserte d their right to krlowo 

They want to know about the decision s and commitments which are 

be i ng made 'in their name; they want to know about the loans and 

the conditions under which those loans are se cured beca use generationt 

of Jamaicans are going i dJ have to live and grapple with those burdens 

long after this generati on of policiticians have passed from the 

scene a So they want to be consulted , or , at the very least , to knQW 

what commitments are entered to i n their name . And this obviously 

poses a problem o No government can negoti ate as if i .n s ome public 

forum: s ome things have to be confidential and private o And where 

there is clear confidence in the government and its policies the 
usually 

people are/prepared to go along , pro~i ded they are told • something' 

and are not totally in the darko Where you have the ki nd of s i ,tuatio11 
~e...i 

created by the result of Tuesday's voting an acute problem .;i.a ereei;ed. 

How , for instance , does the government now deal with the IMF 1New 
possible 

Look ' team? I think the most useful/way out of thi s difficulty 

would be for Mr o Seaga to invite Mr . Manley to participate as an 

equal in the negotiations with the IMF New Look team. This would of 

course mean that they would first have to arrive at a bipaE~~taan 
position on relations with 

/•~~xma~k x~ the Il\lIFo An d this , if it could be achieved , would 

strengthen Jamaica's negotiating position immeasurably a And the 
, especially the poor , 

Jamaican people/would feel very much more reassured about the protect-

ion of their interests by way of job creati on rather than food stamp 

chari tya This , I think , is our most immediate short- term priori ty 

while Mr o Seaga thinks out his option s on other matterso Our relation s 

with the IMF should never have been a party politi cal issue ~ or made 

the special preserve of any one single man 1 no matter who or how 

smarta Now , after Tuesday , we have a chance to make it the bipartisan 

national matter it should always have been 0 Go ctn· ht 
0 ig 0 
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l) Election E~ve Review 
2) The Pl:lotocol of the Tu.tu Visit 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast in Monday 
July 28~ 1986 , 6ol0p . m 

Good evening: Tomorrow is polling day which makes this a good 

po i nt for looking back at how this election campaign has developed , 

and at what is l ikely to follow tomorrow's voti ngo But first a 
worryi ng 

rather/•~ note on black South African Anglican Bishop Desmond 

Tutu's upcoming vi sit to Jamaica o I was informed last night that 

the Anglican Bishop of Jamaica 9 the head of the Anglican community 

in this country , knew nothing agout Bishop Tutu ' s forthcoming 

visit : he bad been neither advised no -r consulted about i t . And 

this , in terms of worldwide Anglican and Episcopal practi ce and 

custom , is a ser ious breach of church protocol. Within the world­

wi de Anglican community , when a Bishop is i nvited to visi t a eountry 
Anglican 

the/Bishop of the host country u sually ~akes a key part in the 

plann i ng of the visit . No matter what the nature of the visit , the 

head of the host Anglican community i s usually involvedo I sincerel y 

hope that the Government will move quickly to rectify this 

potentiall y damaging oversight before it forces unhappy choices on 

the man we hope to honour . There is a right way and a wrong way of 

doing even a good thing : let us , in this case , do it the right way 0 

And so to the campaign . I think a fair conclusion must be that the 

PNP has succeeded i n forcing the issue t hat tomorrow's voting must 
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be seen as a referendum on the JLP's perfr!.9mance in Government ov er 
':I 

the past six years o And f or all the JLP' s pro t estati ons to t he con tra~; 

the intensi~y of i ts camp~igning and the vas t sums of mone j spent 

on adver tising, are lavi sh confiEmatiea of the grave importance of 

tomorrow ' s votingo That is why we have even seen the resurfacing of 

some of the duppy poli tics and dirty tricks of t he campaigning of 

the 1970so The JLP knows that a heavy defeat in tomorrow ' s voting 
be seen as 

would i n fact/mi ant a vote of no confidence both at home and abroad; 

and would create even more problems for the government than it now 

faces o On t he other hand , a win would be a a vote of confi dence and 

a signal to carry on for the next two years with its hand strengtheneEi. 

And even a draw or a small lo s s could be brushed aside as no big 

thingo Hence the mas sive JLP cam~pign which b j its very na tu.re 

confirmed the referendum ideaa As far as the PNP i s concerned it must 
to press 

win very big i f it is to be able/its general electi ons now plans for 

it would then have the political a11 d moral high ground that comes 

with being the choice of the people. So the stakes are high for both. 

And in the background we have the undeba ted i s sue of the demands of 

the IMF New Look team : more aus terity , more devaluation, more cut­

backs. An d for all t he sweet words , the cri sis in educati on , especi a l ~; 

the foreclosure on terti fµ' y education for the children of the poor, 

is a threatening shadow over the nation ., The hoped-for l ast second 

relenting on the size of tertiary fees did not ma teriali s e • .And , 

psychologically , the confusion persists with no clear idea of where 

we are goi ng or what we are sacrificing for: a. mixture of sparkling 

fountains and hungry bellies; of blooming flowers and homeless 

children; of clean cities and jobless men and women; of market 

forces and strangling regulations 0 Try to sort these out , then cast 
·is. \ - ~ -

your vote tomorro~ nd pray that you do what -lbest for J amaica1 
Goodn i ghto 
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Run-up to July 29 (4): 
The Critical Last Weekend 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
Jul y 25 ~ 1986 , 6olOp. m 

Good evening : The las t weekend of any major election campaign has , 

tradition a lly , been the most critical and volatile in the history 

of J amaican elective politi cso It is the t ime when ' everything ' is 

thrown i nto the campaign : when those in the lead , or thought to be 

i n the lead , do everything in their power to consoli date and widen 

t hat lead ; and when tho se who are t r aili.ng , or who are thought to be 

trailing , u se every thi ng in their power in a desperate bid to narrow 

the gap and perhaps overtake and pass the front- runnerso And it 

is one of the more devastat i ng ironies of our electi ve political 

culture t hat no bunch of poli ticians ever admi t defeat until they 

are thoroughly and soundly be a ten o An d even t hen they find it hard 

to accept defeat and come up with all sorts of explanatioms and 

excuses and jus tifi ca t ions ; usually they blame the electora te . There 

are exceptions , of course : I s t i ll remember the good grace with 

whic h Mr o Mi chae l Manley accepted t h e verdict of the Jamai can people 
October 
in/198O 0 e must hope t hat the verdi ct , and its message , will be 

a cce'twed with equal goo d grace next Tuesday o Bu t that , right now , 

i s the least of our con cernso The most i mpor tan t i s how we get 

t hrough t his last weekend of campaigning without any escalation in 

political violence o For despi te t he agreement between the two 

party l eaders there have been inci dents of viol 
ence 0 Thi s morning 
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, for in s tance, this station carried a report of a gun-battle in 

Clarendon; and we are all aware of the volatile si tuation in parts 

od St 0 Cat~erine and Spanish Town o There are partisan activists who 

are up to their old tricks and threatening and intimidation: part 

of it is to try and keep supporters of ' the other side• away from 

the polling stations come next Tue sday ; part of it is straight 

political bullyism o It is most important that our security forces 

be left alone to control this type of activity; there must be no 

politic al interference; no politicians , whatever their stripe or 

rank , have any business marching into any police station to tell 

them how to do t heir jobso To do so is rank political interference. 

If you don •· t l i ke or approve of the way the j ob is being done at any 

police station , follow the proper procedures and report your 

complaint·n t he proper manner o Tha t i s the right wayo Anythi ng else 

is wrong , no matter who does i t. So please watch all these things 

carefullyo Communities all over J amaica have a way of knowing who 

ft s the trouble : they know who throws the first stone or bottle; 

they know who is the first to bri ng out the machete~ who fires the 

first gunshot - an d of course they know whi~h candidates and manager s 

shut their eyes to the s e things o Watch it , and pass on your knowledge 

to each other , and t hen , when Tue s day comes , u s e your votes t o 

condemn this kind of behaviour . And this should not be a task for 

only the people i n the violence-prone areas; it should not be xa:a:x a 

ta sk for only the police to be concerned about political interference 

i n the discharge of their duty; the task is for everyone who has a 

vote o Just the knowledge that all J amaican voters are watchi ng may 

stop them o So watch them , please o And then there are the big and 

despera te l as t minute 

we the voters~ , a s 
say they have or will 

\.-

gifts and promi s ea o Jus t remember that i t i s 

taxpayers 1 pay.for everythip,~~AoE.V.~ticians 
do for US o It is our money ( t ney spenao Goodnigh1 
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South African Update: 
The Buthelezi Factor 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
July 21, 1986 9 6ol0p om 

Good evening: The sweep and scope and range of the Commonwe alth 

Games boycott has clearly shaken the Tha tcher Government i n London 

an d the Reagan Administration in Wa shington . The Thatcher people , 
t he 

in parti cular , seemed to have t hought/±ka:t boycott would be confined 

to a handful of African states. They expected others to protest but 

to still take part in the games ., What they did not expect was this 

sweeping Afro- Asian-Carbbean boycott with i ts unmi s takeable message 

for racist South Afri ca.t s friends in the West. And to underscore 

t he seriousness of this message a group of international trade union­

ists this past week~nd visited Souht Af rica and came away horrified 

and angry at what they had seen for themselves, and 1 ermined to 

organise drastic action at the European- American indus t r ial levelo 

And over t his past weekend too a small tucked- away wire newa item 

reported that t he Board of Regents of the University of Californ i a 

on Friday voted to sell off $3 1 100- mil l ion worth of stocks and bonds 

in compan i e s which do business with South Africao So the pot is 

starting to boil over and this we ek we are likely to see a new round 

of efforts to ke ep the li d f irmly on t he pot ., Th e British Foreign 

Se cretary has seen t he American President and reported back to hi s 

colleagues in Brussels and will meet with the South Afri can racist 
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President this coming Wednesday; and Mro Botha will not be too busy 

this time to see the British Foreign Secretary. And just to underwcore 

t he importanm'e of that meeting$ whi ch t he Third World leaders have 

dismissed as a waste of time, Mr. Reagan will make a big speech on 

South Africa before it takes placeo So the stage will be set for 

the start of a new round of efforts to get negotiations between the 

white racists and their black opponents under wayo This, after all 9 

has been Mrs. Thatcher' s aim all along. She won a six months' delay 

on imposing sanction in Nassau; now it may be po s sible to win another 

six to twelvv to eighteen months while talking about freeing Mandela 

and then entering into negoti ations. But of course, for this latest 

exercise in stalling to have any hope of succeeding the white rac ists 

are going to have to make some gesture, some show that they really 

want to sit down and talk to the black leaderso And thi s is where 

Chie f Gatsha :Buthelezi comes ino He is the leader of the six-million 

strong Zulu homeland; he is the favourite black South African of 

the Thatcher rightwing of ·the Con servative Party. He is also the one 

black leader whose political goons are left alone by the South African 

police when they attack and murder the so-called radical blackso But 
fight only 

Chief Buthelezi • s violent ones/against ANC and UDF blacks and Indians 

They don't believe in violence when it comes to whites and so they 

disagree with t he ANC armed struggleo Like Mrs" Thatcher and Mr., 

Reagan Chief Buthelezi is. opposed to sanctions and believes in 

ending Apartheid by neg~tiationo But not even Chief Buthelezi would 

dare to negotiate with the white racists as the spokesman for the 

blacks while Nelson Mandela and W lter Sisulu and the others remain 

in prisono Not even his own Zulu people would accept that" So up to 

now Buthelezi has retused to be the fir st black to join the face-card 

Presiden:' s C~rnc~l~ But if Botha were to release n andei ~· t nd ~~~ 
Buthelezi wer to Join the President Councilo 0 'vVhat a long1 s i all ah~ad l 

' Gooa.night 
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RW]-Up to July 29 (3): 
Hidden Agenda for the Economy? 

NEWS COM1YIEN1'ARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
July 18, 1986 9 6olOpom 

. 0>'<- ~ !J~~ M~ rL~ cltti ~ . ... -. 
Good evening: L One of the problems with election campaigns of our 

kind i s that the real ly important i s sues are u sually buried un der 

the weight of partisan power play: so you have the motorcades with 
this week 

their often violent side- shows as we had/in my own part of West 

Rural St. Andrew when a campaigning Minister of Government pas se d 

through 9 and i .n Spani sh Town ( where s ome of the pe ace-mongers made 

unnece s sary s11::i1 warlike sounds) and t he peace agreement nearly came 

to grief o The key i s sues can be, and are usually buried under this 

kind of sound and furyo But on luesday of thi s week Omar Davies on 

this station gave u s a summary of what the IMF 'fresh Look' team 

recommended in April of this year and which Mro Seaga rej•cted in 
today 

May. Now the Gleaner has done us all a service by publishing/i:J1xjjaay 

the text of the 'summary of those r ecommendationso Please re a d that 
,.,_,.,.f 

summary; plee.se disvuss i t 9 f or it i s fund amental to ,,_ futureo An d 

then a sk s ome questions. For instance 9 when he said he had rejected 
those recommendations 

/ IVIr. Seaga talked vaguely abou t a contingency plan but failed to 

spell i t outj Why? An d why has the IMF not reacted to that rejection? 

Usually, countries which refus e IMF recommendation s are ma de to feel 

it in one way or anothero So why not in thi s case? Could it be tha t 

there is a hidden un der s tan ding tha t the rejection will only last 

until after July 29? I do not think we are going to be t old; s o W'f!E-
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are going to have to try and think this one through for ourselveso 

When you've read that Summary you will see that what the so-called 

New Look Te~m wan "t5 is more of what we've been having since J·anuary 

19840 Remember that petrol price increase? Remember the xnx wave 
~1~ 

of devaluations and the wild price increases? Remember the Llay-&ffs 

in the civl service and the local government service? Remember the 

near breaking of the back of the organised labour movement? Well, 

implicit in the New Look Team's recommandations~ m.fx±x is more of 

the sameo Is this what will happen after July 29? Remember it 

happened after that legal and constitutional but dishonourable 

election of December 19830 So do not say it will not happen unless 
man 

the/11:iD: himself tells you so plain and clearo The New Look Team says 

that unless what it recommends is done Jmnaica•s economic situation 

will almost certainly deteriorate. So what is to be done? I think 

that PNP or JLP we are so far into the debt trap now that there is 

no way we can re ali s tically turn our ba.c~ and walk away from the 

IMF. So a key question becomes who will put up the hardest fight 

for Jamaican interests in the dealings with the IMF? Some of the 

IMF dictates had to be done, even without the IMFo They could have 

been done on our terms and at our pace; they would still have been 

painful, but perhaps less traumatic in the terrible destruction of 

our self regard and self-respect a s we lo st jobs and watched the 

crumbling of key social services. So there will be an IMF in our 

lives after July 29, like it or noto Do not waste your vote on amyone 

who says otherwiseo The hard question is: Will it be on the terms of 
and more 

the New Look Team, with more/Food Stamp charity for more and more 

Jamaicans as the gap between the ehaves'' and the 'have nots' widens .,, oaY 
further forcing_~~dlec l asses down into poverty? Or will it be 

a stubborn J amaican relationship in which we are not for sale to the 

highest bidder? This, indirectly 9 i s what your vote will decid;-' ~1{( 
Lroo1'.rnght 
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Run-up to J uly 29 (2): 
Some Issues ~esent ~hemselves 

NEv'B COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
July 14, 1986 9 6o10pom 

Good evening: The Governor-General's armouncement on Saturday 
as Leader of the Oppo s ition 

that he has no intention of appointing/either of the two men who 

have resigned from the Jamaica Labour Party, but still retain their 

seats in Parliament, is a we l come resolution to a sorry little 

episode in what was once such a proud and honourable Jamaican 

Parliamentary tr~di tiono The very idea of a couple of disaffected 
Constitutional in a one-party parliament 

party members as a/parliamentary opposition/makes~ movkery of the 

Parliamentary process itself, and it is to the Governor~ijeneral'S 

credit that he wanted no part of it o .And this sad and sorry little 

episode underscores dramatically 9 as nothing else could, why our 
one 

parliamentary process itself has become/~11:x.i.xof the key issues of 

the July 29 electiono How true to the principles of the process is 

this one-party parliament of ours? Does its composition truly 

reflect the will of the majority of the Jamaican people as expressed 

in free and fair elections? And how could it allow any young man, 

however noble and high-minded, to lay claim to a Constitutional 

office in that Parliament on the basis of having defected from his 

party and representing no-one else and no alternative policy? A 

short a.nswer is that the s e questions can only ari s e where the process 

itself has been brought into question and doubto P~d this is the 

i s suepo Most of us now seem to agree that the one-party parliament 

is wholely undesireableo Even Mr. Seaga has described it as a 
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temporary abberatione So what do you do when you find yourself 

and those you lead in an undesireable si tuation1 If it is within 

your power to do so you end the abnormal and undesireable situatiou 

and return to what is normal and desireable as quickly as possible. 

The seeds of this dilemma were sown in December 1983 and all who 

were participants of that sowing are now being weighed and judged. 

The young claimant making a nonsense of an honoured process only 

underscores the imperative of resolving th~t cancerous dilemma. 

And I hope the advertising Council of Jamaica i s taking note of some 

of the political adver t ising now taking pleceo For instance, the 

Golden Age Home received a subtantial proportion of its funding 

from the Jamaican people: 
~ 

some of these people weFe JLP supporers, 
~ 

some wdilill"e of neither party; but all gave 
~ 

some w,ec:e PNP supporters, 

to what they saw as a good cause to fill a great needo They were 
~ 

not giving l • the glory of any political party. And for any political 

party to now use the building of the Golden Age Home as part of its 

election propaganda is unfortunate in the extreme. Let us not now 

take political polarisation into the people's giv&ngo It is unworthy 

of the generosity of the J amaican people. Perhaps the Advertising 

Council could pick up and deal with such i s sues as they ariseo Th&a,e 

should help greatly to reduce or eliminate false or doubtful claims, 

incitement, dishonesties and so help keep the political climate as 

calm as possibleo Keeping the electoral peace is itself an i s sue tooo 

.Another key issue which i s forcing intself to the fron.:,_i ~ ther 
you have to scrap or savagely emasculate local government Lto have 
good management or whjther we can have both good management as well as 
a strong and healthy local government system. I want both0 Goodnight 0 
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The Run-up to July 29th: (1): 
a) Peace Politics strains 
b) Demonology Revived 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Fri day 
July 11 , 1986 , 6 ol0p om 

Good evening: The first week of formal campaigning for the July 

29th election is drawing to a close and already the ' Peace Agreement' 

between the entaica Labour Party and the People ' s Nati onal Par ty is 

sho\ing signs of straino E ch side has charged the other with 

breaking the terms of the agreement , and there a r e strong i ndications 

that at least some of these charges are exercises in ' disinformation ' 
dubious 

which is the plan ting of/f~i~~ information in order to a c hi eve a 

particular desired effecto So a S t ~ Catherine MP complains of a 

violent attack on his supporters and when the caretaker for the other 

side checks with the polic e she reports that the police say that 

they have n o information of any such attac k o Surely, you would 

expect a Member of P§,rliament to report such an act of violent law 

bre q.ki ng to the police i n the first i nstance , whatever else he may 

do afterwards o And then there is the bit in thi s morning ' s paper 

in which the caretaker of a particular building in Montego Bay 

reportedly denied that a certain Mi nister ' s office was plastered 

with election posters o Are we i nto the business where this or 

that s i de just keeps slinging poli tical mud in the hope that some of 
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it will stick? If we are thew nothing has changed and we are back 

at the ' dirty tri cks ' and dirty poli tricks of the 1970s with their 

sneering and jeeri ng and smear i ng which culmi nated in that terribi e 

slaughter ti>f Jamaicans by Jamaicans o So please , back off and let 

us have a really peaceful campaign ., It is not enough for those at 

the head to talk peace while silently encouragi ng the other thi ng., 

The k i nd of propaganda you put out , the ki nd of language you use , 

the war nings and threats you make , are all signals to your f ollowerse 

And we are see i ng , on television , some very revealing advertisements , 

some of which are direc t i ncitements to the ' war politi cs ' of the 

1970s 0 You cannot do tha t and be serious in your talk of peace o 

An d I think larger and larger numbers of J amaicans are see i ng thi s 

kind of propaganda as an insult to their intelligenc e o And then 

there is thi s awful revi val of the anti-Manley demonology of the 

1970s o It is not as blatant as it was then, but it is surfacing 

again , and it is just as ugly and destructive now as it was then o 

When I hear~ some of the revived nastiness mn our call- in progrrunmes 

this week I remembered some of thmse nasty full- page ad11Jertisements 

of the 1970s o Do we really want to go back to that , and call it 

peace? I think not o And I thi nk those who persi s ~ i n trying to take 

us back may be in for a shock o And please, the Jamaican national 

flag , the J amaican national symbols , are just that : national, not 
election 

to be used as the/pro~aganda tools of any political party : to use 

them thus is to debase and degrade their importan ce a§ symbols of 

nati onal unity , pride and self- respecto So will the JLP please eithl 

remove the f lag from that paid party televi sion advertisement or 

else drop it altoge t her o And please , in place of tdir ty tricks ' and 

demonology , let u s di s cuss the issues : and there are very many of 

these o For instance : Where do we go after July 29th 0 Goodnight . 
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1) Nomination Day, 1986 
2) Southern African Update 

NEWS COMlVI N TARY 
For broadcast on Mon day 
July 7, 1986 9 6al0pomo 

Good evening: Today is Nomination Day for what to very many 

Jamai cans are t he first real elections since the mMzkxiah~ai 

local government elections of 19810 For mo s t of t hese Jamaicans 

what happened in 1983 does not really count , f or all its strict 

con s titutionali ty and legali ty. And so t he mood today is of a kind 

of bracing for a long denied exerci-s e in making choices and expressint 

preferences o And this , almos t inevi~ably , makes the election itself 

something of an i ssue - for some the most i mportan t of all the i ssues 

bec ,-,use it is a. reaff'rmation of who r ea l ly controls politica l power 

in J mai cao Thos e who have been helple ss and at the receiving end 
t hos e 

of decisions , whe t her they liked/ikKdae~tton s or no t , ar e now back 

in power , able to choose and to reject o And t his is one of the 

trickier par ts of the process . If the J emai can electorate wants to 

use these local e l ections as t he means f or telling the gov ernment of 

t he day that it is time for a change , how will the government react? 

Again in the s ame strictly legal and con sti tu tional manner it adopted 

in 1983? If it holds its own, or does not lose t oo badly , it may 

get away wi t h this . If , on t he other hand, it takes a very bad 

beating an d still tries to hang on , t hen it may find its elf not 

s i mply f acing the opposi tion of t he PNP but of mos t 
of the nation 
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as wello And t he idea of a government in a democracy c linging on to 
an overwhelming 

poli tica1 power against the wishes of ft maj ority of its own electorat 

is just about as stark a contradiction of t he democratic process as 
numbers , 

could be imagined. And this , according to the latest Stone Poll,s , 

i s the dilemma the JLP might f ace after July 29. And it is this 

con s i deration t ha t makes t his election itself such a major i s sue . 

Without t hat very smart and clever exercise in 1983 , and without the 

two pos t ponements of local elections 9 t his on e might have been just 

another routine going to the polls o Now, l ike it or not , it is as 

crucial as any ' big one 9 because t hat is how the voters see and want 

it ; and t he power is theirs whatever the politicians propo s e . 

And in the outside world the Southern African cri sis continues to 

fester and deepen o The British Foreign Secretary t s mission has just 

be en postponed be cause the r acist Presi dent i s too busy to see him 

t his week o This is a cal culated humilia tion and a snub to the entire 

European Economi c Community . •rhe Sou t h African regime seem s to have 

decided that sanctions cannot be stalled for much l on ger unless they 

get tough and defian to Their gamble is that t he Euro peans and , 

especially , the Americans , might be shaken into backing off f or a 

t ime at l eas t by this show of toughness o They kn ow that they are 

s trong enough in mili t ary terms to con trol both the interna l and 

external black pressures for a few more years to comeo So this i s 

a bitter , hardno s ed , holding operation which may be able to resist 

sanctions by itself for at least t he nex t ten years or s o, unless 

the pre ssure become s very much greater: i ncluding military a i d as 

well total isolation in addi tion to r eally tough san-ctions o~ fu1d 

this the Europeans and American s do not seem ·p; eparee1 1;0 un der1iake 

yet o So the s truggle is going to get :tuugher 'and uglier i n the days 

ahead ; and the bitterness i s go in g deeper and deeper o Goodnigh to 
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1) A Day of Anniversaries 
2) Education & the Future 

NEWS COMl\lIENTARY 
For broa.dcast on Friday 
July 4, 1986 , 6ol0pom 

Good evening: Today is a day of anniversaries ., It i s the 210th 

anniversary of the founding of the United States of .America; it is 

the 100th anniversary of the erecting of their Statue of Liberty , 

which was a gift from the people of France to the American people; 

and today , and most important of all for us , is also the anniversary, 

the 93rd annive:t,sary, of the birth of Nor man Wa shington Manley. So 

we salute today a country , a statue and a man . The country claims 
so 

for itself , and is/hailed by many all over 
title ofthe 

the world, ~x the/richest 

and most powerful nation on eartho 
.Ameri cans 

In moments of extravagance/ ±kK~ 

call it 1 God ' s own country ', ' the land of the free and the home of 

the brave '. We can be tolerant of such extravagance : there was a 

time when ' the sun never set on the British Empire ' and Mr o Churchill 

coul d think and talk of t he British Empire 'lasting a thousand years•, 

Thi s is part of the arrogance that comes with power o Among human 
this arrogance 

beings of all kinds/xx sometimes comes with a very small amount of 

power : we see it most sharply here in the behaviour and pronouncementf 

of s ome of our own politicians and co- called ' captains of industry 'o 

The United States has a great deal of power, so the arrogan c e is 

overpowering at times: we see that today in its bully- boy dealings 

with li t tle Nicaraguao But there is the other side too, symbolised 
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in the Statue of Liber ty with its promise of hope and support 

for the homele s s and downtrodden and exploited. The Statue of 

Liberty is the symbol of all that i s best in the American dream 

of a wider and freer and nobler life . To be sure , many Americans 

are mmcked by it: the Indians who have been robbed and dispossessed 

of their land; the blacks who are still not quite first-class except 

for a token few; the nearly 10- million unemployed; the millions of 

women of all colou.cs and creeds who are the victime of a pervasive 

male sexism: for the se the great American dream symbolised by the 

statue is s till very much a dream deferredo But the very exi s tence 

of t he dream i s in itself a ray of hope . And it i s that hope for an 

America~ which will deal better with its own as well as with the rest 

of us that we hail and salute. An d so to Norman Manley , one of the 

great builders of a small proud nation out of the descendants of 

slaveso I think if he were arDund today what has happened to our 

education would have angered and upset him most bec ause he believed 

pas sionately t hat education was the single most important instrument 

for peaceful social changefo , and for peacefully redressing some of 

the gr ave inherited inequalities o And I think he would be very angry 

over the dead- end current policies have created for so many thousands 

of our young people o Be ing t rained t e do s ome thing i s not t he same 

as being educated. Education i s the opening up of the potential of 

the whole human per s on: being able to judge, evaluate, make choices 

and of course benefitting most from training; which is why you can 

only train for the highest scientific and professional skills after 

a decent education . To substitute training for education , as we are 

now doing in many areas , is to put a ceiling on the aspirations of 

our young , especially t he young who are poor o And this goes counter 

to everything Norman Washington anley wanted for his beloved Jamaica 0 

Goo dnigh t 0 
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A Date & A Code of Conduct: 
The New Politics or a New Game Plan? 

EWS CO:Ml\lIE TARY 
For broadcas t on Monday 

une 30 , 1986 , 6 al 0p . m 

Goo d evening : Prime Mi n i s ter Seaga l as t night announced July 29 

as the date for local government elections o And on Saturdai , the 

day before , the leaders of the ~LP and the PNP i s sued a joint 

appeal to their respective supporters "to make t he campaign for 

the 1986 local government elections a peaceful one and to re·fr ain 

from the use of violence and smear tacti cs again st their opponents " o 

So, at long last , J amai cans are going to have their much delayed 

local government e lections ; and t hey could have them in a political 

atmo sphere t hat is free f rom the ugly violence , and the smear 
targeti ng and 

tactics , and the/men a cing and i ntimi dation , and the destruction and 

defac ing of pro~EEJY which were such prominent fea t ures of election­

eering in 1979 and 1980 0 And if thi s were so , t hese local election s 

could be the beginning of ~ new kin d of J amaican politics: a politics 

free from all the brutally ugly t hings which were part and parcel of 

our party political culture since In dependence and whi ch r eached its 
,')-

ugliest point i n 1980 when Jamai can s slaughter s ome 800 fellow 

J c:.maican s in the name of party poli t ics $ So f or me t he :so 7 l y hard 

question is: I s this really a new beginning? Or i s it just a new 

game plan? On, this one , I t hink the pol i ti cians and t he parties 

are going to have to convince u s by their deeds , not just their 
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words. So let us wait and see h ow this new language of peaceful 

campaign i ng and decent conduct come out in practice o And for how 

long is it?. Does it apply , win or lo s e? And will the party in 

power n ow stick to it even when it is out of power? And will the 

party ou t of power now stick to it even when it gains power? 

Forgive my s cepticism b~t we have been fed so many falsm and failed 

promises, we h ave been s o u s ed an d manipulated an d our trust has 

been so a.bused that the politicians mu s t no t expect u s to accept 

their every word without ques tion . Or even that they will honour 
very snap 

tk2txtk1cyx~±xxxk&H&MX their word to e qch other o The/elections o f 

1983, in f a ce of a clear commitment , i s a sharp reminder which will 

linger in our his tory o So what are we at: a new politics of peace 

and decency , or a new game plan as a tactic for winning? And you 

know s omething , calling f or e l ections of any kind , at any time , is 

every citizen I s right in a. democracy., And if enough people in a 

democre.cy tfeel strongly enough t o want anft election , and if public 
,; 

pressure i s s trong enough , a democratic government u sually responds o c 
The JLP mounted such pressure in the 1970s till the PNP called electi 

There is nothing ' threatening ' about i t ; it is part of the democra t ic 
and whi ch 

poli tical proce s s , ~ makes it di f ferent from di c tatorships or 

autocracies . An d no nation a l leader in a democracy, not even such 

• strong ' leaders as Win s ton Churchill or Franklin Roo s evelt,( were, 
own 

sets himself up again st the will of hi s/people: he tries t o convince 

an d persuade ; he never defies the will of ~ peo ple . Or i f he does , 

they turn from him and t i me i s a l ways on t heir side o Tha t is how i t 

i s in all democr acies , and in that sense Con stitutions , written or 

unwritten , are there to reflect and to s erve the will of the people , 

no t the will of those who l ead . In this sense , and in light of 

t h e wi despread di ssati sfac tion with what happened in 1983 9 the voting 

on July 29 , will , like it or not , be a t est o f confiden ce 0 Goodnight
0 
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Political Violence : 
Responsibility , Accountability & Con trol 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
J un e 27 , 1986 , 6 ol0p . m 

Good evening : t he politi cal parties have gone into high gear in 

their preparations for next month ' s local government elections , 

the date o f whi ch is likely to be announced at Sun day ' s JLP rally 

in Kingston o The PNP , f or its part , has given clear notice that 

it will regard the outcome of next month ' s elec tions as a referendum 

or test of national confidence in the government ' s performance o By 

this measure a victory f or the JLP c ould be seen as a vote of 

confidence in the government and it s policies and performance ; a 

victory for the PNP , on the other hand , coul d be seen as a vote of 

n o confidence in the government and its policies and perfDrmance o An d 

by the way both ma jor parties are carrying on I think it is fair to 

assume that both do in fac t regar d next month ' s polls as more than 

a run- of- the- mill local election . And if it i s treated as a ' big one ' 

by both sides , why not just go ahead and make it a ' big one ' and 
Par l iamentary 

be done with it? If~ orma~ising ' our/political culture is as 

important a s ~f'ti-~~sts say it is 1then they will make haste 

to put an end to t he present one-party &~ alityo The trouble is 

that political double- t a lk takes ov~ s elec tion s of any kind draw 

near . An d thi s is something Jamaican s are going to have to watch 

especially c l osely in conn ection wi t h pol itical violence 0 To hear 
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them talk, all our political parties, and all our politicians are 
any of 

against political violence, know nothing about it, and if/their 

suppor ters •m commit acts of political violence , it is because 

the parties and the politicians cannot control themo And t hisp as 

far as I am concern ed, is a monumental cop-out . ithout raking up 

the sorry history of the origin and evolution of political violence 

in J amai ca, and when the gun was introduced, and when arson became 

a major tool, we can say without fear of contradiction that political 

violence was spawned by our party political culture in much the s ame 

way as a man fathers a child., Directly and indirectly some politicians r, 
nurtured and encourage d this monstoro And just as they spawn it, so , 

if they really want to, they can put an end to ito They kn ow the 

violent ones inside or on the fringe s of their ranks; if they want to, 

they can banish them from the ranks of the partyo Indeed , if the 
really 

word went out to the ranks that the party/did not want the violent 

ones, the ranks would do the cleaning up for them ., Have we ever heard 

of any expulsions from the parties because of violence? Be c ause of 
supporters of 

victimisation? Because of denying flood damage food th/the'other side': 

It is not really all that difficult for the parties to get rid of the 

violent ones within or on the fringes of their ranks . The real 

difficulty i s that the parties want to be free of the taint of 

politica l violence while at the same time enjoying the benefits t hat 

flow from the u se of political violence o I have been looking ba ck at 

the newwpaper file s of 1979 ~ 1980 and the record of the f ostering 

of personalised political hatred , and of incitement, was truly 

appallingo I think many who now s ound so sweetly reasonable should 

go back and look at the files of what they s aid and did then. No , 

political violence is no headl ess mon s ter o And t hos e who brought it 

into being can, i f they wan t to , ban i sh it again 0 cl6 5-c,, 
Ve Must press t hem t o 

Goodni gh t .. 
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attention to the psychological as well as physical needs of these 
the needs of 

black youngs ters than it did to/their parentso The parents were 
as 

immigran t s prepared , xikK/all immigran t s everywhere are , to put 

ap with all sorts of treatment; the children , on the other hand , 

are native- born and demand the same traatment as all the native- born , 

whatever their colour . The British society i gn ores this difference 

at it own future peril . And so to the South Afr i can horror where 

the basi c Nazi characteristics are standing out more sharply by the 

dayo Here the new , stepped- up phase n ow, is for ex t ernal pressure 

and disinvestment o I think we need to bear i n mind and make a sharp 

distinction between the bahviour of the Ameri can government and the 

Am erican pe ople on this matter . A majority of the American people 

are clearly against Aparthe i d and are pressing strongly f or sanctions 

and di sinvestment; and their pressure7 are showing r esultso So please 
all 

do not make a blanket condemnati on of/the American people for the 

sins of t he Reagan adminis t ration . And the same , of course , applies 

to Britain and to West Germany. Indeed , it is British public pressure 

that has forced t he British Government to announce that i t would 
inisterial 

meet at Cabinet/level with the ANC Presiden t, Oli ver Tambo o Until 

now they would not meet with the ANC because it was branded a 

t terrorist ' organisation , and they wanted it to renounce the use of 

violence . Nobody , of course , asked the whi te racist regime to also 

renounce the use of violence o An d t hen there was last week ' s vote 

in the U. S. House of Representatives o All these building pr essures 

are important .. But they will not bring down Apar t heid o What they 

will do is help undermine the arrogance of the white racists 9 

~ ;e,M,J, <6---
perhaps to the point where they may agai n try someLtrick negotiation . 

What the whites will not do today , tomorrow , or next year , is to 
negotia~e their power awayo That, with the help oft eir friends , 
the Africans are going to have to take 0 Goodnight 0 
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After the Flood Rains: 
A New Conversion or a New Snow Job? 

NEWS COIWIENTARY 
For broadca.st on Friday 
June 20 , 1986 , 6 ol0p om 

Good evening : For Jamaica this week has been both extraijrdinary 

and contradictoryo We have had Wednesday's national work day in 

which thousands of Jamaicans rallied t o give help and comfort to 

those who have suffere d most from the recent flood rain o The result 

was one of those great and good Jamaican co-operative efforts - a 

kind of much enlarged •mormli.ng sport ' or ' digging day ' - which is 

part of J61Ilaican history and Jamaican tradition o Here the only new 

factor was the kind of startled wonderment among some of our politiciru 

s who sounded at times as though they had discovered something new of 

great political potential. The depressing side to this was the attempt 

at gaining political mileage and the isolated ins t ances of using 

relief supplies as pa.rt of the party political spoils game whej;e the 

' ins ' deny 'a bread' to the 'outs' o But these were small blemishes on 

a good Jamaican day whose roots and origins go beck far beyond our 

pre sent competitive political culture o I think anybody who sees what 

happened on Wednesday in any other light is fo oling himself or her­

selfo And Thursday, yesterday, as we were forcibly reminded by that 

full page advertisement~ 9n page four of yesterday's Gleamier , was the 
61 ~~~-

tenth annive~saryLof the 1976 State of Emergencyo The advertisement 
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tells us that the JLP had can ce l led a ' Freedom Rally' planned for 

ye s terday"in order to avoid any divisivene ss at a time when there 

is need to rally the nation i n a common effort to overcome t he 
· ,v-':) 

e f fects of the disastrous flood rains ,. " And so, wi thout hold' the 

rally the me s sage and propaganda impact are assuredo This i s a 

c l ever political exercise in ' having your cake and eating it '. 

Nothing wrong wi t h that , if you can get away with ito The troftble 

i s t ha t you are again unnecessarily painting youEaalf i n to a cornero 

What happens if this, or any other JLP government in the future, 

needs to dec lare a State of Emergency? And why , if the 1976 

de claration of a State of Emergency , led to such misuse of poli ce 

powers , is this government , right up to t he present day , sti ll 

renewing those same pawers year after year? Now , States of Emergency 

are always undesireable because t heir exisE~ce imply seve~ limit­

ations on the rights and f reedoms of the citizeno J amaica has had, 

not one , but three such States of Emergency: one in 1956; one in 

1966 (under a J"LP government , incidentally, and starting in West 

Kingston in October of that year and made islandwide a month later) o 

So if the declaration of a State of Emergency is automatic ally "a 

day of everlasting shame" then we must obs erve t hree smch , not just 

one . But ala we have to do is look back at the raw violence and 

wholesale s laughter of t he 1970s, an d even into 1980 9 to realise 

what caused that Emergencyo So what weight are we to put on t his 

doubly-whammy of talking peace and love and unity and at the same 

time persuing a hard and strident propaganda as sault on the ' other 
l&.. ~ 

side ' ? Are we to see La real conversion from the bitter and strident 

politics of t he 1970s ~ up to t he ~ ection of 1980? Or are we to 
qo bc-K_~ 

see this as 

the Gleaner 
a new political ' snow job ' ?j i oo~lt the front pages of 

of October 15 and 18? 1980 & you see why we mus t ask 
~ uooani~h t 
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Edu ca tion: A Chil d Died 

NEWS C01Y.lli1EN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
June 16 9 1986 9 6olOpom 

Good evening: A Jamaican schoolboy , only twelve years old 9 killed 

himself by hanging last Friday because he had ifailed ' the Common 

Entrance Examination : or , much more accurately , be cause his name was 

not on the list of 9,800 Jamaican youngsters who had been "awarded" 
high 

so-called free pla.ces in high and comprehensive/ schools this year. 

A totsl of 

turned out 

however unintentionally 9 

ters sat this year's exam for what 
t;- - -p.1cc--1< 6"{ ,:l- 1 m r_l~ 4,.. ~ tj7c- .\ 

laces[ So 36 , 270 'failed• and were , 

branded as failures o One of them was the 

twelve-year- old boy from St. Thomas for whom that ' failure ' proved 

fatally unbearable . One of the surprising things is that t his , as 

far as we know , is the first time we have had this kind of happeningo 

In recent years especially , the pressures totwin' a 'freeplace• to 

higher education have grown increasingly terrible for youngsters to 

bear ; and the poorer the homes from which the youngsters come , the 

greater the pr essure . 1 Winning" that free place was usually the 

only way out of the poverty trap . With one member of a poor family 

having a decent education 9 a decent job was possible and with it a 

step upward for an entire familyo Without that sort of break the 

f uture for such a family looked bleak. Please remember that for many 
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;Jl[lltX.X 
years now there has been little or no increase in the number of 

school places available for youngsters going in~o t he post~Common 
system o 

Entrance exam~/ At the same time the school-age popula tion has 

been growing every yearo So , every year, more and more youngs ters 
~ fixed 

are forced to compete for~ roughly Lsame/number of places. In 

short , each year the pressures grow greater as larger and larger 

numbers of children scramble for the same few placeso This is the 

brutal pressure which has been bearing down on our children . Have 

we any business to put this kind pressure on twelve-year- olds? 

I think not: and I think saying that we will put an end to it 

after next year's exams is just not good enough& We ha d painful 

and dramatic proof t his past weekend of just how cr uelly what was 

once a good system now works against our children ' s best interestso 

But let me also remind you of a mo s t thoughtful letter from Mr o 

Peter Maxwell which appeared in the Gleaner of las t Wednesday, June 

11. In it he raises some very important questions about what is to 

replace the present system. We do not know because the government• s 

education planners do not seem to want to have us participate in 

t he planning. I think we mus t insist that at least the teachers and 

t heir organisations take part in planning the new structures to 

re place the Common Entrance examination . And I think t hat with such 

co- operation it could and should be possible to bring forward the 

date for the replacing of t he Common Entrance Examination s . Ve must 

stop branding our children as failures when it is not they, but 

t he system that i s the real failure . It was a good system and a 

great step forw q_.r d once , and it fille d a great need . If we had 

updated it regularly and allowed it to evolve to meet changing needs 

it might have continued to be a good systemo Bu~t we as 
. ~ CL:.'-- • 

f ailed and one of our children h a d to shock usAby dyi g 0 

a society, 

Goodnigh t o 
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New Turn in the South African Crisis 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
June 13 , -1986 , 6ol0p om 

Good evening: The white South African racist government ' s declara-

ti ijn of a nati on- wide St ate of Emergency yesterday had several 

objectives behind it; First , to fores t all next Monday ' s observations 

of the 10th anniversary of the Soweto uprisings ; second , to defuse 

and contain the escalating violence of recent days in the Cape between 

the so- called young radicals and so- called conservative elders o 

Increasingly , the conservative elemen t {which was armed and fin anced 

by the state) was unable to do the j ob by its elf of smashing resista.ncE 

to removal of sqy:atter camps such as at Cross Roa.d o The army and the 

poli ce were forced to support them too openly and on too large a 

s cale for the ficti on of i n ter-bl ack rivalry to be sustai ned ; the 
r 

so- c alled elders were , too obviously , paid black goon squads of the 

government to be of any propaganda value in tryi ng to con the outside 

worldo Third , the racist government was sending a message to its 

rightwing that it had not really sold out on the business of whi t e 

supremacyo And , last but not least , ' the Commonwealth-appointed group 

of eminent persons had ·u st issued its report exposing the so-called 

move s to end Apartheid as face-card reforms which will not change 
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the South African racial picture in any fundamental wayo So 9 inside 

South Africa it is back to harsh ab d brutal Et~ racist repression: 

the kid gloves are off and the iron-fist is clear for all to see. 

For the outside world it means a host of wishful or self-serving 

illus ions can no longer be sustainedo The Commonwealth faces a 

moment of crisis , and however it is resolved Britain is likely to 

be a big loser o Britain is the single largest investor in South Africr 
:m o ma~t~ro.,..-

and sanctions , /by ~ other name , are bound to hurt British invest-

ments which run into thousands of millions of dollars o On the other 

hand , any stubborn refusal to take economic action against the raci sl 

regime , is almost certain t o mash-up t he Comm.onwealth o My guess is 

that Britain will take some sort of action and sustain her losses as 

best she cane Then there are the other democratic investors in racist 

South Africa: in order of importance in terms of size of investments 
& trading 

/ they are : the United States , J apan , est Germany , Belgium , Italy and 

France o And this group of nations , like it or not , are the only ones 
the 

with~ economic 'muscle ' and ca.paci ty to force Sou th Africa in to 

serious negotiation with its black ma.jori tyo The trouble is that 

present profitability a l ways takes precedence over future prospects, 

especially if those are seen a s uncertain . Sanctions , by themse1ves, 

wi ll not end South African racism, but t hey will help hasten the 

coming of that end - and that may mean a few tens of thousands less 

lives losto If these power s do nothing they will lose t heir invest­

ments altogether when the change comes, a s it mu s t o So what can we 

in J amaica do? fontinue to raise our voice and keep ourselves well 

informed so that we do not give unwitting aid to those who would 

divide the South African s truggleo Out of ignorance one such divisive 

el ement was welcomed as an honoured guest during our t ~ de union weeko 

As the struggle deepens we d t b much more alert in our supporto 
nee o e G d · ht oo nig o 
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Mr . Errol Barrow , Mr . Ron Sasso 
& the Right to Speak 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcas~ on Monday 
June 9 P 1986 , 6ol0p om 

Good evening: Mr o EBrol Barrow , the newly elected Prime Minister 

of Barbados 9 •and Mr . Ron Sasso 9 one of Jamaica ' s best-lrnown bankers, 

have been under fire f rom certain quarters because of public state­

ments they made . Nothing wrong with tha t ; we all have the right 

t o agree or disagree with what someone else , no matter how highly 

placed 9 says and to do so publiclyo So the concern here is not 

that anybody disagreed or disapproved of what Mr o Barrow or Mr o 

Sasso said : the concern is with: how that disagreement or disapproval 
Jamaican 

was expressedo For instance , when any/journalist tells a regional 

statesman of Barrow ' s calibre t o "stick t o matters concerning 

·. Barbados and leave the business of other Caribbean states §cl one" 
• 

what are we re~lly saying? Are we saying that Mro Barrow , the 

second most senior regional statesman after nr o Vere Bird of Antigua, 

has no business to discu~s regional matters? And if we are saying 

that , then who has any business to discuss regional matters? Only 

~r o Seaga and i s s Eugenia Charles? d our friends in the U o s . 

State Department? Are we free to discus s Bajan affairs but Bajans 

are not free to discus s ours? I think we are into an ugly little 

piece of chauvinism here , and the sooner we see it and rid ourselves 

of it, the better for u s o An d the truth of the matter is that any-
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body who takes the trouble to read carefully what Mr e Barrow said 

in that interview with the Trinidad Express newspaper will be hard 

put to find any 'insult' to anybody or any ' interference• in 

J amaica ' s internal affairs o Speaking of the pro-American policies 

of Jamaica and Dominica Barrow said : "I have never supported their 

policies so we don't have to quarrel about ito That is their foreign 

policyo We will have our own foreign policyo II Wha t is so wrong or 

' insulting ' or 'interfering' about that? And elsewhere he said; 

"Mr. Seaga thinks the soluti on to Jamaica' s problem is to get 

President Reagan to play Santa Claus o I don't believe in Santa Clauso 

It is simple , that ' s all - we disagree in our beliefso 11 Where is 

the ' insult ' or ' interference• here? I suspect that it is because 

the truth hurts that some of us are lashing out at Mr o Barrow for 

bringing it out in to the light of day. But in the process of trying 

to cover our hurt let us be careful not to undermine the right to 

speak about regional problems and regional issues o The attacks on 

Mr . Sasso were much more petty and mean-mindea ana politically 

partisan with their suggestion of a •man biting the hand that fed 

him ', rather a.s though we are dealing with benefit politics at 

the banking levelo I think this does a disservice t o every kind of 
had 

interest in J amaicao I had hoped that we had/more than our fill 
the of of 

of/xkxx kind/personal smearing/x~xax the ugly and dirty and nasty 

1970s-style politics never to want to go back to ito I still 

hope we will not go back to it again , for Jamaica 9 s sake o Soj 

please , attack a man'tor woman ' s ) ideas and position~ as much as 

you want to ; but no character assassinations 9 please o Goodnight 0 
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Aftermath to a Week of Rain 

NEWS CONI&'.l:ENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
June 6 ,9 1986 , 6. lOp . m 

Good evening : For us here in Jamaiva this week ' s news has been 

dominated by the rain and the consequences of the rainJ and it 

has been · a uniformly bad week , with only the resilience and 

spirit of •grace under pressure • of ordinary Jamaicans everywhere 

as rays of hope o People stood up marvelously to the strains and 

pressures; people responded to each other ' s needs; the old historic 
strive to 

qualities of how to/survive and how to share came into playo And 

again I wondered why this nation ' s political leaders 9 especially 

those of this generation, ·have failed to mobilise these great 

Jamaican qualities to move this nation to higher levels of effort 

and of achievemento I think that if , and when , these qualities are 

mobi~ised .and sent out to work for the good of all Jamaicans , we 

m~y well see a min or miracle of co- operative perfDrmance o This 

would be nothing new for Jamaicans : many of the older folk still 

remember . what the mobilisation of thl 1se qualities did in the 1930s 

and ' 40s : they remember the political and industrial and agricultural 

and social transformations which took place under the guidance of 

the JAS 9 the trade union movement, the churches , Jamaica Welfare , 

the co-oper~tives~ The effort , then , always, was to mobilised the 
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in them 
Jamaican people to bring into play the great latent qualities/of 

co- operative effort in some truly worthwhile enterprise . And 9 of 

course ,this kind of mobilisation is only possible when there is 

an absolutely clear understanding of what is to be done , and how 
who make the effort 9 

it is to be done , and why ; and , above all, that the peoplej all 

the people , or their children 9 will be the ultimate beneficiaries. 

For this kind of clear visionp people will sacrifice muGh and work 

harder than they would to enrich someone else, or another group 9 

or some special interesto Certainly, it is only for this kind of 
clearly and 

/sharply focuesea perception of national self-interest as the other 

side of personal self- interest that people will make extraordinary 

sacrffmees and aciif}l textraordinary results o Do you remember 
- 1973/74 

that time back in/iixi,Jl~en the oil crisis first hit us and Mro 

Michael Manley went before the nation and laid it all bare and 

gave us a clear idea of what needed to be done? I think the oTer­

whelming majority of Jamaicans were prepared to endure whatever 

had to be done to pull the country out of the crisis - provided 
it 

everybody m8 ie the same sacrifices . But then they blew/by allowing 
in 

/ all tho• e luxury imports for someo And we had something somewhat 

similar with the 1980 elections when a majority of Jamaicans were 

again prepared to make sacr~fices to pull the country out of its 

crisis - provided everybody made the same sacrificeso And again 

they blew it. Do you wonder that the political process is in such 

disrepute? And that it is only in times of trouble , as during these 

past days of rain 9 that the great qualities of Jamaican resilience , 

resourcefulness and co-operation come to the fore? hen we finally 

get a political leadership that will mobilise these qualities on 

an ongoing basis, all the time , instead of for temporary partisan 
1972 

gain , that miracle of performance will come 0 Remember Labour Dayf? 
Goodnigh t o 
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Five Days of Rain , Wind & Cloud: 
The High Pri ce of Being Underdeveloped 

N~WS CO?IIMEN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Monday 
June 2 , 1986 9 6ol0p om 

• 
• • 

• Good evening: It was good to see · and feel the sun again this 
• 

morning, after five days of rain and wind and cloud which had turned 

our normally sunny world into a dank and drunp and difficult placeo 
cause 

But was i t really . necessary for thi s kin d of bad weather to/•• the 

amount of damage Jamaican s suffered? A child di ed when a wall 

collapsed; homes were flooded and people's household goods were 

damaged; roads were turned into small rivers and lakes; landslides 

bl ocked main roadso Surely , this damage and loss was far gre4 t er 

t han should be caused by what was, after all , a relatively small 

spell of bad weather . Thi s kind of we a ther , in almost any developed 

country you care to think of , would be taken in strideo The roads 
• 
woul d hold; drainage woul d not go to piece.a; homes would not be 
• flooded and people •.s property and po_ssessions would suffer minimal 

damagel o Indee~ , I have experienced much worse bad we a ther in both 

Europe and America without •s imilar devastating consquenceso And it 

is this which makes our j osses from re l atig ely minor bad weather 

such a depressing indicator of how being underdeveloped leada to 

an almost ongoing waste of resources, material and hUJm.11, which 

could and should be put to much better use o If those homes in fioed­

prone areas were built on raised pillars, and were better built and 

with better roofing, and if t he road"' surfaces and .,. cambering were 
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, say , 50% as well done as in flood- prone metropolitan countries, 

the people of Pori:more and other low-lying areas would have been 

able toge~ home, batten down , and wait out the rain and wind in 

relative comfort; a little wet 9 perhaps, but secure and without 

the hasstle of scrambling to save fridges and the like , or having 

to wade through feet of fouled watero The hard truth is that the 

buildings and the roads were made with little , if any thought , for 
have 

the long- term interests of those who/xam to live there o And so , every 

time bad weather hits, the cycle of damage and discomfort is repeated 

and more resources must again be committed to clean up the mess and 

rebuild what has been damaged or destroyed o The same thing happens 

with most of our roads and gullies: after each bad rainy period vast 
to 

sums of money and human energy are committed/restoring, rebuilding 

and resurfacing; and this may have to be repeated two or three times 

in the course of a bad year. And when you spend millions of dollars 

on doing the same job over and over and over again each year Of , with 

a little luck , every two years , you are in fact squandering your 
brand of 

country's resourceao And the saddest part of this/under development 

is that we end up accepting it as the normal way things should be. 

Until we , as a community , reject this way of doing things, until we 

insist that those who govern , and those who build homes , and those 

who make roads, give the Jamaican people true value for their money 9 

we will go on living in this state of infrastructural underdevelop­

mento We can have houses to withstand fi'il e days of rain without 

being flooded or leaking like sieve'>; and we can have well- drained 

roads that wi ll stand up o It may mean a smaller margin of profit for 

the developers but it will mean real development for Jamaicao That 

is what we need to do to break out of this vicious cycle of wasted 

resources whi ch keeps us in ~e!;ate of underdevelopment 0 A good home 

or road hould withstand at1_teast a defade of bad weather 0 Goodnighto 
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Variations on the Electoral Theme: 
Of Parties 9 Power & People 

NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
May 30, 1986 9 6ol0pom 

this 
Good evening: There were two general elections in/~ka month of 

~J. . 
May ~ had l essons of more than passing significance for us here 

in Jamaica: there was Wednesday's elections in Barbados; an~ earlier 

on May 16th, there was an election in Sierra Leone on the West Coas t 

of Africa. e are familiax with the details and the results and the 

key personalities of the Baj an electio~. We are less so with Sierra . 

Leoneo In Barba.dos it was a clearcut contest between two parties 

to decide which one should form the government. In Sierra Leone it 

was a little more complex: only one poli tica.l party is allowed there 

dnd all the candidates for the 125 constituencies were nominated by 

that one party, the All People ' s Congre sso In other words the party 

in power could not lose, an d the office of President , who is both 

head of government and head of state, was not part of the election: 

so the President . and the p ty who were in power before the election 

remained in power after the electiono Only the faces , or some of 
• 

them, of the 125 elected representatives were changedo This is not 

our style of elections, but those elections were ' fair and free/ 

and free from fear ' nontheless. Indeed, Sierra Leone ' s new President 

of less than six months , Mr. Joseph Momoh, barred a number of 

canidates from standing because they were a ssociated wi th attempts 
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at political violence and political bribery and corruptiono Se 

having elections that are 'fair and free an d free from fear• is 

no guarantee in itself that the end result would always beft our 

brand of multi-par ty parliamentary democracy. And one of the 

ironies is that the one- party state in Sierra Leone was not imposed 
popular 

by an ybody but was decided by/referendum in 1978 0 So the people of 

Sierra Leone have largely gone through the elec $e.ral processes in 

arriving where they now o The key problem here is that there is no 

equally peaceful mechanism by which the people can , if they ever 

should want to , undo what they have agreed to and take a different 

direction o And this, of course, is the strongest of all arguments 

in favour of t he type of election we had i tj Barbados this week: the 

system is flexible enough for the people to choose one lot today 

and in three or four or five years• time change their minds complete­

ly and choose a totally different lot and try a new directiono And 

as this week's events in Barbados have shown, this too , ca.n be as 

'free and fair and free from fear ' as the most managed one-party 

process o It is only when we pollute and debase and manipulate the 

system beyond reasonable limits that we arrive at the genocidal 

ungliness that led up to our 1980 electionso There are certain limits 

beyond which no leader committed to our brand of democracy should 

push the system o It is always fair and reasonable to choose the time 

to ca.11 elections at the point most favourable t o your partyo But 

it is dangerous~• in the extreme to manipulate the system so blatant 

ly as to undermine its foundationso We did this in 1983 and ended 

up with a one- party parliamento That is bad enougho To persist on 

this course when it is clear that your people want no more of i t p 

is to make bad worseo I n t hi s con t ext, buying t i me i s not the ans 1er 

to the i l l s of ' .\' 
our democracy - only a retur n to iso Goodnighto 

-._ 

UWI L
IBRARIES



NEWS COMMENTARY 

The Politics of Electoral Arithmetic ; 
Mr o Seaga •s Di lemma 

For broadcast on Monday 
May 26 , 1986 9 6 ol0p . m 

Good evening: There was supposed to be a big JLP meeting here 

in Kingston and Sto Andrew over this past weekendo Expectations 

were that Prime Minister Seaga would make an impor tEµIt announcement 

concerning elections - either a big one , or a little one , or botho 

But that big JLP meeting did not take place o Why not? A fair and 

reasonable guess would be because of the results of the latest 

Stone Poll which was the main frontpage story of yesterday ' s Sunday 

Gleaner o This Stone Poll was carried out between Friday May 2nd 

and Friday May 9th , which , as you will remember , was the period 

immediately after the Prime Minister's announcement of the details 

of the 1986/87 Budget , dubbed 'the good news Budget' o In other words 

the people polled already knew abou~ the promised price reduc tions 

and the coming spending on works and ro ads and the like . And the 

hope among most , if not all , JLP activists and supporters was that 
• 

thi s spending spree would bolste~ the ~•~KXEC JLP and government 

image among the voters and release ·a surge of renewed popular 

support for t he Government. And such a renewed surge of popularity 

would be the basis for fresh electionso This , I think , was the 

premise on which the weekend mass meeting at Half Way Tree was plannet 
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But then, I suggest, the results of the latest Stone Poll became 

known, and that meeting was called off, becaus e the poll showed 

that if election s were called now the PNP would inflict a heavier 
electoral electoral 

/beating on the JLP than the/beating the JLP gave the PNP in October 
October 

of 19800 In/1980 the polls showed that the JLP had a 50% popular 

support as against the PNP' s 37%.. That popular support tran s lated 

into the greatest electoral victory of our time for the JLPo Now, 

not quite six years later , that JLP popular support has dwindled to 

less than the 37% popular support of the PNP in 19800 The JLP 

popular support today is 3208% which is roughly 5% points less than 

the PNP had at its period of greates unpopularity in 19800 So any 

election now would result in a greater defeat for the JLP than the 

PNP suffered in 1980 : and the PNP for its part would gain more seats 

than the JLP won in 1980 bec ause it has two percentage points more 

popular support than the JLP had in 1980: it has 52% tdday to the 

JLP's 50% ib 1980. This is the reality of the electoral arithmetic 

behind the latest Stone Poll. And Mro Seaga's dilemma i s clear: if 

this is what the electoral picture looks like now, after that just 

announced massive spending programme, what will it look like later, 

say next year, when t here is no oil windfall? An d when no massive 

new taxation can be mobilised for a new spending spree? Yet if he 

calls it now the numbers say he 'll take a beating and i f he puts it 

6ff things are not likely to get bettero So what does he do? Hang 

on? Or go f or broke? And what of the mood and the wishes of the 

Jamaican people? Are the people, ih this case the Jamaicanj people, 

not suppo s ed to be at the centre of our electoral system? Is it not 

their will and t heir choice which is suppo sed to prevail? I hope 
\., . 

Bror rick jus t 'mis-spoke' Aims elf in the heat of the memento 

Our who governs 
system belog§sto, ana/is decided by , the people , not the parties 0 

Goodnight 
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El ectoral Politics at Home: 
State Terrorism Abroad 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
May 19 9 1986 9 6ol0pom 

Good evening: The weekend news has been dominated by the start 

of Trade Union eek and electDral politics here at home, and by 

t he latest incident of state terrorism in Southern Africao Last 

night the racist South African regime sent elements of its armeJd 

forcffo into three sover~gn African states: Botswana, Zambia and 

Zimbabwe. Planes, heli copters and armoured vehicles were used in 
frican 

attacks on alleged 'terrorist/1r:a:m.1u1 National Congress camps in 

those three countrmeso The fact is that there are no military 

camps in any of those three countries: there are political of fices 

and refugee centr~ but no military training camps of any kindo An d 

the South African racists know thiso It i s agreed ANC and Fiontline 

States policy not to have ANC military training camps in any of 

the countries which share common borders with South Afri«a precisely 

because t hey did not want to expo se t hese states to across-the­

border attacks from t he racists o The sole and solitary exception 
Sou th Afri ca's 

is Angola whi ch i s already in a war situation wi "th/%•• black ~tk 
Angolan 
*xxi~u surrogate, onas Savimbi: in Angola the ANC does have 

military train in g camps . So why thi s violation of the territorial 

integrityt of Botswana , Zambia, Zi mbabwe? o I think it is in part 
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to undermine the influence of the Commonwe al th group of Eminent 

Persons who se pressures seemed to be gaining ground; in part it 

was a message to the die-hard white racist militants telling them 

that t he government is not real ly 'selling them out' but simply 

playing a deep and devious s talling game of buying time , and 9 

perhaps most important of all , it i s the latest in a long campaign 
,./? seem 

of destabiling those black-ruled countries and mak~ them/ungovernabl e 
racists 1 ' 

so that the/ can say bla.cks real ly cannot rule themselves: this has 

been going on for years and has ha d its greatest success so far in 

Mozambiqueo Remember when they attempted to assassinate Robert 

Mugabe by planting a bmmb where he was supposed to make a speech? 
did not war 

He/~••xxa%K show 9 so he liveso This undeclared/goes on all the timeo 

And thi s morning Soullllt Africa's deputy Information Minister told the 
what 

BBC that last night ' s atta.cm was no more than/the Americans did to 
·w 

Tripoli with the active ai d of Brita.in' s Mrs o Tha t cher : they i were 

simply taking self-protective action against terrorist centres. And 

since the London-based International Institute for Stragetic Studies 
Q5 

has branded the Soviets i aiding and abetting terrorism, mu s t we now 

expect an aided and a.betted American raid on Mos cow? I don't think so 
~l.o--~,t'" 

Today's state terrorists , like the common kind, only hit( those who 

cannot hit backo What a sorry state the so-called 'free world• ha s 

c 6me to when American action can be used to justify what South Africa 

dido • Andj so , finally back home where an embattled l abour movement, 

weaker than I've seen it in thirty years 9 observes frade Union weeko 

I hope it learns from its mis takes and setbacks becaus e it is critic­

ally important to t he survival and strenthening of our democracy, 

which has been under severe strain in recent times o So the sooner 

we return to r eal parliamen t ary democracy t he better for J amaicao 

Will Sunday night tell us the da te for t hat return? Goodnighto 
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The Politics of Surviva;: 
~el'. e e:? e "e going? , , 

1r ~ ~ ~;(.r 

NEWS COll/IlVIEN TARY 
For bro adcast on Friday 
Nay 16 9 1986, 6.lOpom 

Good evening: This odd and curious week has ~t times felt and 
and looked 

sounded/like the first week of a national election campaign: there 

was that television shot of M~o Shearer with election posters as 

backdrop; there was Mr o Seaga's closing of this year's Budget 

exercise sounding as though he was running hard and slamming hard 

a:t an opposition which has not been able to talk back in Parliament 

these pas t three years; an~ there was that vivid (and now disputed ) 

punch-up and knock down in Falmouth's Water Square; and there was 

that shoddy attempt at a cover-up of the overf,pricing of the gift 

of fertili s er from Canada; and there was Mr. Michael Manley's 

address to his party• s People's Forum on the Budget, which reminded 

us of what a different affair the whole Budget exercise would have 

been if it had been a two-sided affair instead of the one-party 

busine s s it now is. And, you know, declaring how virtuously you 

behaved is really no substitute for a vigorous two-party parliament , 

especially if your own actions were z:esponsible for the first one­

party parliament in J amai can history since independenceo And then,. 

too, the affairs of the Reverend Aaron Dumas being dismi ssed from 

the chairmanship of a school board, and noted educator Mr o Noel 

Monteith, a leading member of the JTA, being vetoed for a principal­

ship, both in circuml fuces which smack of vitimi sation, rai s e 
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grave doubts about all that inspirational chat about sew directions 

and no victimisationo If at no other time, then at election time, 

there is the need to ensure that the gap between the word and the 

deep is not such as to become a credibility problem. J amaicans , 

irrespective of party, have a deepseated sense of what is right and 

what is wrongo And while I am all in favour of a programme of self­

reliance, no matter in what new name it is dressed up, I am totally 

opposed to a policy of massive taxatioD and minimal social services. 

Any government which takes much from its people, must provide 

adequate social service s to its people; any people as heavily taxed, 

directly and indirectly, as are the Jamaican people , have a right 

to expect decent schooling, adequate health services and other 

proper social infrastructureo Any government which cannot or will 
services , 

not provide thesej for whatever reason, should drastically reduceft 

the taxes it takes from the peopleo (And I am not talking about the 

politricks of taking one hundred and then giving back five and 

expecting to be applauded) . But the thing that struck, and disurbed 9 

me most about Mro Seaga• s winding-up speech was where he said: "All 

these elemnts of the grand design are not unrel~ted pieces but part 

of a progrsmme to restructure our minds and our conduct to enter a 

more disciplined and demanding ageo" And it is that "restructure our 

minds" that stuck and disturbed., What does it mean? And who gave 

anybody or any party the right to 'restruc t ure our minds'? History, 

f r om which Mr . Seaga tells us we must l earn, ~is replete with the 

record of leaders who thought they could ' restructure human minds' 

and human nature. In our own time there have been several such 

efforts; but t hey have all failed, after wars and revolutions 9 and 

terrible suffering. And still the human min d has ~esisted being 
~ ,tw.,.., k,l~ ~ I 

~restru<?turei~ I know Jamaie_all5 will not i3e ' restructure£ and I hope 
it was Jusi an unfortunate use of wordso Goodnight 0 
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The World & Mr. Reagan ' s .America 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro 8 dcast on Monday 
May 12, 1986, 6.lOpom 

Good evening: The latest opinion polls ou t of the United States 

show that some 65% of all Americans think that President Ronald 
• 

Reagan is doing a fine job, and they are satisfied with his 

pert ormance as President. Mr o Reagan is now in his sixth year in 

office and no American President, not even the great FrGklin 

Roosevelt or much-loved John Kennedy 9 ...- ever had that kind of 

popularity this late in his Presidency. Kennedy , of course 9 was 

murdered towards the end of his first term 9 but even at that point 

he did not have the kind of near universal approval of the .American 

people that Mr . Reagan enjoys today. And Roosevelt , the first and 
• 
last President ever to be elected four timel in succession , always 

had a strong and large and bi°tter hard .core of •haters' in the 

American electorate; so he never had the kind of popularity now 

enjoyed by Reagan Among Americans . In striking contrast, however, 

Mro Rea?~ is violently unpopular in most of the rest of the world: 
~"' t ~ ~ --ct...<., 

the 1p~oples -&f Europe , Africa , Asia and Latin .America who looked 
---with warm respect and , 

Roosevelt and Kennedy , 

at times , love and admiration, on Presidents 
~ J.. u_~ ~ 

largely distrust and fearl hr. Reagan ., In 

t his respect the gap between how Americans see their President an d 
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how the rest of the world see their President , is probably wider 

than it has ever been . Inde ed , even the leaders of those Wes t ern 

countries which are America ' s traditional allies tend to be ambi-
seen 

valent about their relations with Mr o Reagan o Te be/%- as too 

close to Reagan is to risk your electoral chanceso And Mrs. 

Thatcher of Britain , Mr . Reagan ' s closest and most faithful European 

ally , has just had an unexpec tdly severe mauling in British local 

government elections : to be sure , there were other causes for the 

' Iron Lady's ' bad electoral beating : but the Reagan fac tor was very 

importanto And the indications are that Japan ' s Prime Minister 

Nakasone is also going to suffer serious political setbackf , though 

of a Japanese nature , for his perceived closeness to Mr . Reagano 

The Japanese politics of concensus demands that "the nail which 

sticks out must be hammered down" , something Mr . Reagan and his 

advisors seemed not to understand when they 'leaned ' oD Mr o Nakasone 

to make commi tments which he could not deliver o Now , the reasons for 

Mr . Reagan ' s fantastic popularity at home are understandable . America 

is no l onger being 'push~d around ' in the world ; she is doing the 
tt;..,,~~ 

pushing now. And)!eople like that . There is a sense of self-confiden! 

and self-assurance which h&d been absent since the defeat in Vietnamo 

And Mr o Reagan had brought this about , by words and deeds o Il'he 

communists were smashed in Grenada; their regime is being made 

unworkable in Nicaragua and now Angola without risking any American 

liveso International terrorists can be dealt with in their awn coin 

but with a superior form of ' hit- and-run ' as against Libya ee the 

thr4~t of the same against Syria or anyone else judged to be 

terroristso Things are simple and clearcut again: the world is 

divided into good guys an d bad guys; and we are t he good guys 0 The 

c~8M±ihis the rest of the world knows things are never that simpleo 
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NEWS OOMMEN TARY 

The Human Side of 
Structural Adjustment 

For broadcast on Friday 
May 9 9 1986 , 6 ol0pom 

Go od evening : On Monday of this week our morning paper carried 

seven advertisements headed 'For Sale by Public AuctiX " and with 

the omi11ous sub-title : ' under powers of sale contain in a mortgage' , 

In Tuesday ' s paper t here were only three such advertisements; but 

one of the three was a multiple one offering two sparate homes as 

well as three two-bedroom apartments in the same condominium; so 

Tuesday's three adver t isemhts was for seven separate ~homes. 

On Wednesday there were ten such advertisementso On Thursday ther e 

were five; and today there were sixo So , between Monday and teday, 

five days of t his week , thirty- five Jamaican homesJ crune under 

the auction block "under the powers of sale contained in a mortgage' , 

There were other properties up for sale but they did not have the 

'mortgage • i ag , so I di d no t itjclude them in this counto Als o, in 

fa i rne ss let me say that I do not know how r epre sentative this l i st 
as an average 

•~ i s/for other five-day weeks o But even if you had only half this 

rate of lo s s of homes it woul d still be a matter of serious concern o 

An d this i s the other s i de of the coiD of structural adjustmento 

Fpr very many , t he loss of jeb has meant t he lo s s of home; it 

meant being reduced to the marginal s t atus of which Dr . Errol 

Miller spoke recently. I think all t he gains , real and potential 

a s well a s wi shful 9 which are be ing clai me d for the government ' s 
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a.lm o st to ta1 
•structural. adjustment' pol.icy with its/emphasis on balancing the 

boeks, must be measured against this human J.osa of a homeo .Alld 

please, there are profound social., psyohological 9 Ela spiritual. and 

emotienal differences between having a home and having she1tero 

Shelter is to keep out rai n or s to1 or dark; a home, especially 

in the context of family, is very much more than :fzmx shelter. It 
sense of 

gives a/place, of belonging, of being part of your commui>ityand 
It is a source of pride and self-respect. 

at the same time being your own persono/For children growing up 

home is the physical manifestation of roots, the safe retreat from 

which they go forth to meet the world and lifeo When you take this 

from people, for whatever reason, you cripple them as members of a 

dynamic society., This is what lies behind that bland "under powers 

of saie contained in a mortgage". This is part of the fearful human 

price mQily Jamaicans are paying for the balancing of books., What 

future for them? For their families? For their children? And who 

will inherit the saorfffie■ s of those who have kept up with their 

mortgage payments for ten years or more until they were hit by 

structural adjustment? The human price here is cruelly unfair. And 

when you 'privatise' health you condemn the poor to the whims and 

fancies of 'charity medicine'; and whether it is good, bad or 

indifferent, it will cease to be a matter of the citizen's right, 

bought with his or her taxes. It would become, instead, another f acet 

of humiliation and degradation, undermining pride and self respect. 

I think Bishop Alfred Reid of Montego Bay touch~ very raw nerve 

at the launching of Edueationfl Week when he spoke of some people 

wanting to restrict the scope of education. They say the same tlikg 

about education, about health, about housing: We must live within our 

meaneo And then they proceed to tax and pre ssure the peopae into 

their mould of what is supposed to be our meanso To what end? 
Goodnight., 
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Poli-tricks at home; Demonology Abroad 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
May 5, 1986, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The political sam-fi season is on us, and Jamaica' s 
cut out 

voters are going to have the_ir work/to avoid being confused and 

mesmerised and manipulated into giving away their votes in face 

of a flood of double-talk and 'new think' and big promises. But 

they have seen too many promises turn to ashes, they have had too 

much hardship to be as easily fooled this time aroun ~ as J hey . ~~ "'" ~~ iv 
were at any point in the past . So I st:ra\>eet ~...-dt-Tn-+:/LJamaica's voters, 

this time around, to examine with cold clarity every promise, 

every prediction 1 and especially, every invitation to 'give us your 

votes and we will do everything for you'o We have been along that 

road, and I don ' t think Jamaicans are going to be as trusting 

again of promises as they once wereo Mr . Pearnel Charles, for 

instance, over this weekend, pretty much suggested that since the 

JLP was now adoptin~ NP social policiEHl there was no need to '\ 
~ -~ ~•n11~ cr lo ~,,.{ •e--:ffp~~ ­

"change course or hange fu:rses~ A u.t ,.ltsJ-;--t pe Ji P'~really ~dopted •) 
1'"1..iL r ~~ ~ ~ Col-~~ ,>~ ~~­

PNP social policies? -"f:e think -noto A And then, an editorial writer ) 

who should know better,~ ks about ·l ast weeiJ.. Budget as "without 
k 

additional taxation" 9 when all that had really happened was that 

the additional taxation , a whopping $200-million a year of it, was 

slapped on us in advance on January 7tho In deed , the Financial 
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The 1986/87 Budget Exercise Begins 

NEWS COlVIII/IENTARY 
For bro adcast on Friday 
M y 2 , 1986, 6ol0p om 

Good eveni g: Las t n ight ' s opening by the Prime Minister of the 

annual Budget exercise - you need at least two oppos i ng s ides to 

call it a debate - indeed contained good news o Any reduction i n 
food 

prices i s good news : t he price cuts on some basic/items i s good 

news for all of us , but especially for the poorest and most hard 

pressed in the society , who , like it or not~ bore the brunt of the 

hardships of this government's ' structural adjustment 'o To pretend 

that we all shared the burden equally is misleadingo Some , a sm all 

minority , have flourished while many have suffered. And for the 
, especially in prices , 

many any easement/is goo d newso There is good new s too in the 

sign s of revival of the bauxite industry; though I think we need 

to go easy on t he predictions and projections. We have had experi enc 

of earlier pr edictions and projections disolving without trace. It 

seems , too , that the manu:fac turing s ector will have a. better deal 

with credit and that the cost of money to them will ease marginallyo 

But here , to o, much will depepd on how things are done; but the 

promi s e of protecting laca l manufacturing from deliberate dumpi ng 

i s good and welcome news o To be sure this is an electi oneering 

budget designed to win friends and i nfluence people : s o what? 

Tha t i s the name of the game o Much more importan t than making an 
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i ssue out of its being ru1 electioneering budget, is the question 

of what happens after the election so Will the r e duced prices and 
,af ter election s , 

easing of pressure on consumers be sustained? Or will we/go back 

to the rampant prices of unregulated market forces? Indeed, the 

Prime Mini s ter himself has said the re-introduction of price f 

controls was only temporary. And how real and serious is the 

difference between the government and the Word BBRk/I.M.,Fo/AID 

'fresh look' team? 1n any serious conflict with an outside force 

or grouping there is a natural impulse to rally behind our govern­

ment. 'Standing up' against ru1y such force could pay rich electoral 

dividendao So, is this part of electoral politics, to las t only 

till after the elections1 And what really lies around that corner 

which the government now claims gas been turned? I think the great­

est achievement of this government has been to 'balance the books'. 

The price, in human terms, has been fearfulo In the 1970s the PNP 

put people at the centre of things but failed to pay enough attenti o~ 

to the balancing of t he books. Now, the JLP has put the balancing of 

the books at the centre of things but failed to pay enough attention 

to people an d to the needs of peopleo And when I listened to Mr . 

Seaga talking about plans to 'Privati se the health service' I 

remembered vividly a dinner in the l ate 19,os - I think it was 58' 

or 57' - at which National Hero Norman Manley spoke to a visiting 

dignil.tary about our heal th serviceso Jamaica was self-governing but 

not yet fu l ly inde pendent and he was Premier. Norman Manleyt s face 

glowed with pride as h e told the visitor that every person in the 

island was sure of getting('~" ~~ hea lth s ervice in case of 

need, no matter how poor that person waso Caring for t he health of 

the people, like ~du~ation, and ~ ht and water 9 was _the esponsibilv 
f th ~ ilr ~ \,~ ~ ' Wl · ~,w lki ' 0 e governmen to I 1'\0 W far h ve we r eally progre ssedf Goo dnigh . 

r I 
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Losing a Home: The Mortgage Crisis 

NEWS COl.V11VIENT.ARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
April 28, 1986, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: The best and most welcome weekend news was the 

working out of a formula which made it possible for the Junior 

Doctors to resume overtime worko V: e must hope that from here on 

the negotiations between the government and the Junior Doctors 

will be free of all manipulative stalling and will result in a 

fair and reasonable settlement, free of the kind of bitter after­

taste we had with the teachers' dispute. And I hope the government 

will constantly bear in mind that in a genuinely free society 

overtime work is always voluntary, never compulsoryo · The most 
last Thursday 's 

worrying weekend news came out of/tkat public forum on high interest 

rates , s ome of whose main points were brought out in yesterday's 

Exposure Programme on thi s radio station o And the specifie point of 

concern is what these high interest rates are doing to families who 

have bought homes but who have not yet paid off their mortgages. 

At that forum, the Managing Di r ector of National Commercial Bank , ~r. 

Don Banks , said that about 40% of residential mortgages were in 

arrearso '1If arrears were con sidered to be from the stage of ene 

month and over, some institutions could be said to be about 80% in 

arrearage and in s erious jeopardy".. Now, if t he institutions handling 
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the mortgages are in this kind of trouble it means that the people 

who have to make the regular mortgage payments on their homes are 

in much worse trouble. Usually 9 making those mortgage payments is 

a very high priority, especia lly in the middle income groups, 
a 

ranking with the children's schooling and foodo And if/ikx family 

has IQaxli: already paid off say ten or fifteen years on a twenty-year 

mortgage, that family will go to desperate extremes to keep up 

the payments and avoid losing their home; for at this point the 

family is fighting for what is probably the single biggest and 

most important investment in its lifeo And after ten or fifteen 

years of steady, regular payments, the real cost of the hous e has 
~ 

in all probability (been paid off and what remains to be paid 

represents interest, insurance and the reward for riske But what 

if, at this point, the main family earner, loses his or her job, 
~~ 

andl payment r no longer be made? In the real hard world of ~&---c,JlJ, 

'market forces' the short answer is: Too bad; if you cannot pay, 
o) 

your home is auctioned off. But the injustice of it is as glaringL 
trt:"~ ~ 

and much greater / s:s the repossession of a piece of furtniture or 
~ 

appliance for default when only t0<' or t hree more payments remaino 

I think it is at this point that a sense of compassionate equity 

should come into playo I t hink t here should be a cutoff point after 

which no home shoul d be auctioned off because of default on mortgage 

repayment. It could be either halfway or two-thirds through t he 

life of a mortage, provided always that the family in question is 

under genuine hardshipo Indeed, I am sure that insurance policies 

on mortgages could be so adjusted as to protect those who took the 

f i nancial ri skso What i s socially and moral ly unacceptable is that 
or more 

~ny J amaican f amily should have inve s ted ten or fifteen years/of 

har d effort to own a home an d then to see t hi s home snatched away 

because of ac t ion s and dec isi on s beyonat t heir con t rolo Goo dnighto 
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Jamaiea·• s Community Spirit Under Pressure: 
An Invaluable Asset Endangered 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
April 25, 6.lOp.m, 1986 

Good evening: For a short time yesterday it seemed t hat the 
on overtime work 

long drawn-out impasse/between the Government of Jamaica and 

the Junior Doctors ' Association would come to an end. After a 

day of much coming and going and a great deal of ' movement ' hope s 

were h i gh that a s ettlement was at hand and our battered health 

services would return to a normal rather than ~bnormal state of 

crisis: because, lest we forge t, the crisis in our health service s 

goes far beyond the impasse on overtimeo Today• s frontpage story 

on the acute shortage of drugs at t he Universi ty Hospital is just 

one indicator of that fact. Li s ten to the call-in programmes and 

you will get many otherso So you would have thought the Government 

would seize on the chance to settlef he Junior Doctors i ssue. Both 

the Minister of Health and his Junior Minister , a s well as the 

leadership of the Medical Association of Jamaica had worked very 

hard for what looked like a breakthrougho But aur hopes were dashed 

and it looks like another weekend of trauma for those needing 

medical help becaus e of the 'intransigence' of an unyielding 

governmen to If the Minister of Health and his Junior Mini ster 
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were as opposed to the 'intransigence' of the government over 

this matter as is almost the entire medical profession, and as 

seemed to -be the case, the question arises: Why did t hese two 

Mitj is ters not 'force' the issue by priva tely offering their 

resignation? But there is another, much deeper 9 long-term 

point of concern over what the MAJ" so aptly describes as t he 
' ' Government's '\i:itransigence•o This same attitude came into play 

in the dealing with last June's general strike; with the mediating 
in 

efforts of the Secretary of the JCC; ri.tll/the dealing with the 

teachers. And the worrying t:hing is that these &rpups are the ones 

who have, over the years, fostered and nurtured a rare sense of 

community in the Jamaican $ society which I think ~ equalled any_ 

where else in the worldo The teachers, above all, have singled out 

and nur s ed the young otjea of promise and talent. They and the 

churches have quietly built up a sense of cwnmunity and fellowship; 

the farmers have helped would-be young farmers through 4-H; the 

doctors and dentists have given freely of t heir time, not only 

because t hey were 'bonded' but also because it was part of the roots 

from which t hey came, and pa.rt of the tradition left to them by 

earlier generationso And so you had all those wonderful self-help, 

self-stimulating, self-uplifting movements of the 1930s and 1940s 
9 despite the party rivalry, 

and 1950s0 Jamaica/was one big united community moving forward 

under the guidance of political, social and moral leaders who se t 

the tone and gave the impetus. And vast numbers of Jamaican s 

responded and gave t heir time and talent freely because of the 

flow of trust and confidence and interchange of ideas between the 

leaders and the l edo Today , much of t his sense of community is 

under pressure ~ use a new style of leade.rs~ip which is distant, 

manipulative,. l Jh, un'bendin g , is ~~€~\....:.~ is invaluable a sset
0 

Goodnighto 
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The Cri sis in Essential Social Services 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
April 21v 1986, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The weekend news here at home was dominated by 

public preoccupation with two of our key social service& - education 

and health. Yesterday there was an all-day National Convention on 

Education; and we have just come through the first weekend 0f a 

renewed and indefinite work-to-rule by the nation's Junior Doctors, 
,with the nurses, 

who are/the backbone and the grossly underpaid workhorses of 

Jamaica's health services. the the Educational 

Convention so comment on its details and recommendations must &Witt 

its report. The news repor~ however v highlighted the call for the 

widening of the Task Force to included representatives from the 

University, CAST and the student bodies. But the news reports were 

sieint on the question of the Terms of Reference af the Task Force. 

And, surely, it mu s t be the issue of the terms of Reference of the 
~.,_,_,-

Task Force that is par&mount. The f~ has never been whether 

students in tertiary institutions should or should not bear a share 

of the cost of their higher educatioEo Indeed, they always have. 

'.fue real i ·sues were the level of the cesa to be charged, and the 

rate of interest to be paid on the loans the ~ ~-· overwi1e.wu1~~ majority 

of students would have to go in foro WIGU T - the West ie,.dbs Group 
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of U&iversity Teachers - has made an overpowering case against 

both the size of the proposed cess and the high rate of iDterest 

to be paid o~ loanso It was a clear, sober 9 carefully reseaclf'and 

statisticalJybacked case which was published as a Gleaner advertise­

ment on March 6th of this yearo But despite this and much else, the 
last Thursday 

Prime Minister/told the Task Force that "the level of cess and,t the 

rate of interest could not be varied but the terms of repayment and 

level of additi0nal borrowings to cover the expenditure were the 

particular areas on which the Task Force should deliberate II o The 

basic objections are ignored: like it or notp you are going to pay 

these exhorbitant charges and interest rates though we are prepared 

to be a little flexible about how you payo So, as I see it, unless 
oesa and interest rates 

the/iaxix.ax~:fx~•faxaxsaxaxaxai are also up for examination, the 

whole exercise is largely cosmetic and public relations - which have 

their p0ints of course. But increasingly, as the Junior Doctors are 

now showing, the business of administrative cosmetology and the big 

stall are things of diminishing retu.rnso So they are digging in their 

heels and demanding something c0ncrete before again sitting down to 

endless chato The trouble is that this is not good for anybody: it 

is wrong for any group in the society to have to deal with the goverm 

ment of the country on the basis of mistrust because the ralations 

are confrontational, based on who can outwit or out-manipulate whomo 

Our essential social services are in a mess because of this and 

because •cutting and carving' at everyone's expense seems to be the 

first priority, with savavegly punitive taxtatioR as the secondo 

Not even people•s savings are safea And the certainty of serious 

taxes coming once a year at Budget time is a thing of the past: now 

they come any time, anyhow, in any guise: and the mood of distrust 
~ and confrontation grows while the soci·a1 
J._. services decline. Goodnight. 
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The Responsibilities of Being a Superpower: 
Terrorism Before and After Gaddafi 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on F~iday 
April 18, 1986~ 6al0p.m 

Good evening: The .Americans have now bombed Libya - so the big 

question is: What next? Where do they, and the rest of the world, 

go from here? If there is more terrorism, as seem certain; i f 

more .Americans are killed, as also seem certain, will there be 

more bombings of Libya? If the killings are traced to terrorist 

groups in xfi~ Lebanon, will Lebanese cities be bombed? If the 

terrorists are Iranians or Iraqis or Syrians, will the cities of 

tho se countries be bombed? Or will Gaddafi be the "fall guy" for 

the Americans in every case? It is now clear that the main t arget 

of this week's American bombing was to kill Gaddafi. In this they 

have failed this timeo And it looks as though the attempts to 

follow up with an internal coup, led by the CIA supported and 

financed National Front for the Salvation of Libya, has also failedo 

So Gaddafi~ ives on till the next bombing or the next coup attempt. 

But what i } Gaddafi, instead of his little daughter, had been killed 

in the bombing? Or what if there ha d been a successful coup and 

Gaddafi had di ed in that? Would it have put an end to terrorism? 

And is this really the best and most responsible and most effe! ive 
\.. 

way for a superpower 9 any superpower, to deal with this vexed and 
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most complex problem? fia America's European allies clearly do 

not think s oo And despite the fact that British Foreign Secretary 

Sir Geoffrey Howe found himself embarrassed by his Prime Minister 

after agreeing with the Europeans about not permitting the use of 

their bases, and despite that vote in the British Parliament, the 

overhwelming majority of the British people we r e oppo s ed to the use 

of their bases, according to two authorititive opinion pollso So 

either the overhw eming majo~ity o-i the people of the earth are 
. \ \ 

wrong in saying that this is not the way to deal with terrori"Bli, 

and only the United States is •h in step; or else the United 

States is out of step with the rest of the w.orld. And I think the 

rest of the world is right. Before Gaddafi was born and when he was 

a baby, Jewish terrorists, among them one Menachern Begin and one 
killing 

Ytzak Sham, r, were/am:mc~ Bnitish soldiers and administrators in 

then British-con trolled Palestine . The British were the ·' superpower 1 

of the time, and they did not mount a counter-terror or try to 

kill the terrorist leaders of those days. They may have wanted to, 

but their role and their responsibilities as a world power dictated 

other ways of action which were often more painful and slow, but 

were effective in the endo The point is that terrorism did not begin 
+ 

with Gaddafi and will not end with his murder, however engineeredo 

Wiurdering Kenyatta would not have stopped the •terrarism' of the 

1\1 au Mau ; mnrdering Mug~ e would not have st~pped the A_o-called -_j ;_ 
M ~~ S-dcl'~ ~ k'1t- ~,f i-6z y~ f•F~ 

•terrorist' bush war a~ ain s t wtite r acism in Rhodesia. l There are 

other, more effective ways' o handle such problems , and being a 

superpower whose actions can determine the peace of the world, 

impo se .J vastly gre a ter responsibilities than the current macho 
If .America fails to understand 

!srael~-style respone to t~rrorism./A•nixfxp:~ ~x~«ltix~axmfxwllo 
k~:XOOX.naLxmrt:xa~u~th1s she will lose the war of ideaso 

. l Goodnighto 
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1) Libya: Europeans Resist Reagan 
2) Fro Holung on Living Bey ond Our Means 

NEWS COMMENT.ARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
April 14, 1986, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: A l arge flotilla. of United States warships is 

still in place off the Libyan coast but developments over the 

weekend suggest that Mr. Reagan's European allies are so firmly 

a gainst any new military attack on Libya that the Reagan hand 

may be stayedo 
.,., 

. " Britain, West Germany, France, Italy - t he key Americ, 

allies - have all firmly opposed mili ta.ry action or the use of 

bases on their t eritories to lau'?rh such actiono And West European 

Foreign Min i sters are mee t ing today to· give formal and united 

expression to their opposition and to propose alternative and non­

military ways to pressure and isolate Mibya's Gadafio So, for 

the moment at least, the t hreat of military vlbolence has been easedo 

Of course, the .Americans may still deci ded to go it aloneo But if 

they do, they may pay a very high and bitter long-term priceo First, 

and most important, would be the widening of the rift between .America 

and her European allies, which would also give further impi t us to 

the campaign against American bases in Europeo Second, it would 

alienate the so-cal l ed moderate Arab states and force them to rally 
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behind Gadafi in order not to be branded as 'ato@ges' of the U.S. 

by angry Islamic mobs: and it ~ invest Gadafi with the aura of 

an Arab na.-tional heroo And third, it would be a massive propaganda 
~ 

coup for the Soviets who m:±i:-appear even more as the reasonable, 

moderate, peace;-seeking super-power as against the bully-boy, 

muscle-flexing and world-threatening American super powero It seem s 

that Mro Reagan has painted himself into an unnecessarily '1ifficul t 

corner by his determination to be seen as •strong'o We must hope 

the Europeans will come up with a course of non-military action 

which will get Mr. Reagan, a s well as the rest of the world, off the 

hooko Even the greatest power on earth can be •strong and wrong'. 

Here at home, that dedicated Christian friend of the poor, Fatjer 

Richard Holung 9 has revived the talk of Jamaicans, as a people and 

a country, living beyond their means. The question is: what are 

our means, as a nation? Father Holung singled out those alfiong us 

who own satellite dishes, drive Mercedes Benzes (the Africans call 

them AmaBenzi) and live in palatial homes. But these, you know, are 

a tiny fraction of the national J amaican community. I don't think 

they make up as much as 10% of the J amaican commun i tyo This 10% or 
indeed 1 ~, l~\..., v..k ~~ judgement 

less may/be living beyond~ mean j,: but how can you ap)ly this/ 

to the other 90%? Roughly one third of our laboum force is unemployed 

and the number is growing; and of those in jobs 9 something over 80% 

earn $100 dollars a week or less 9 and are subject to usurJously 
Large numbers are on Food Stamps dol, 

high prices and taxation on every conceivable possessiono /How can 

these be said to live beyond their means? I think we are again 

falling victim to the "even-handedness" syndrome where we blame both 

sides for political violence and so avpid having to identify specific 

instances and individualso And this 9 li~e 

~ 1be truth is ~o s t J amai cans live in poverty, 
meanso Goodn1ght 0 l 

it or not, is a cop out. 
~ \..:.,..,.»-
a L minority Lb e yon d' 6 u r' 
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Nigytmares, Fantasies & Brutal Facts 

NEWS COMlVIENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
April 11, 1986, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: The approach of elections - local or national - has 

triggered that all-too-familiar outpouring of big chat signifying 

little more than a desire to distract a.tten tion from hard and 
local the very serious 

immediate/problemso So, instead of discussing/:m.m:m:a:xm:fx.LDCxxawn and 

kaxa dangerous starving of funds of the University of the West Indi1 

callers to our radio people's forums, or at least some of them, 

try to direct our attention to things far away, like demanding 

that the political parties make Libyan terrorism an election i ssue o 

Terrorism of every kind, not only Libyan, i s an i ssue to be sure; 

but it is not more important than the slow financial strangulation 

of the Mona campus of the University of the West Indies ; or the 

painful growing of raw hunger and malnutrion in the land; or the 

massivet unemployment about which those with power seem to be doing 

little; or our poor heal th services . And, t alking of unemployment, 

that massive road work programme, when it comes, will ease things 

considerably, especially for people in the rural areaso An d I think 

t he call by t he present PNP leader for us to return to the 61d 

Bu s tamante-Norman anley- forrrula of 40-40-20 in the gi•ing out of 

t hat road work will , if accep t ed, make it less of a party political 

fish-head busine s s. So it i s go:i.·ng t b o e most revealing to see how 
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the distribution of this road work is going to be handledo Jamaicans 

..:.' are neither as foolish nor as gullible as some politicians, especiall 

when in power, take them to beo Both PNP and JLP politicians have 

learnt this to their cost in the pasto I suspect it is a l esson 

they are going to learn again and agamno And then we have had that 

other distracting fantasy, the launching of the Namaican ~erican 

Party, with its sole aim of making J amaica a part of the United 

Stateso Is it accident~ coincidence or design that the launching is 

at this time? Atjd what makes me describe it as a fantasy is the 
p, 

fact that nowhere does Mro Chisolm ~ l his supporters tell us how 

the Americans feel about this ideao You cannot just become part of 

another man's land or his household or his family unless he wants 

you to, especially if he is so much bigger and stronger than youo 

So, has Mr. Chisolm and Company asked the .Americans if it will be 

allright for us to become a part of their Union? Has he checked ~ne 

UoSo House of Repre sentatives? H~s he checked the Senate? H~s he 

checked this government's very good friend in the White House? I 

think if he does he will find that t hey do not want us as a part of 

their Uniono They do no t have t he same historical responsibilities 

for us as t hey have for Puerto Ri co or Hawai or the U.S. Virgin 

Islands. Jamaican s have a bad enough tirr.e getting visas,~ y 

should they want to welcome all 1rea1:s..=y two-and-a-quarter l of us? 

Until Wr. Chisolm can show proof that they want us and will accept 

us, it is sheer fantasy and waste of time and energy for Jamaicans 

to even debate the mattero Compare d with this one I debating Libyan 

and other terrorism - like that of South Africa and I srael and 

the United States too - is vastly more important: which i s why the 

Europeans are privately terrified out of their wits by America's 

muscle-flexing in the Medit•Eranean. And we have urgent problems of 
our own right here at home. v Goo dnight 0 
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The Poli t i cs of Survival: 
Where Are We Going? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on r onday 
April 71 1986, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: A country's national Budget is, traditionally, the 

single most important pointer to where that country is going~ So 

where is Jamaica going? Where are we going? Are the pointers 

clear enough for us to read them? On the same day last week that 

the Throne Speech told us that as the exchange rate 0f the Jamaican 

dollar has now stabilised "the upward movement of ma:a:xa: prices of 

basic items caused by devaluation should cease", on that same day 

we had the news of t he price increase on cooking oilo And now we 

have the news of the increase on the price of cigarettes - which i s 

not a basic necessity, except for those who are hookedo The enly 

pointer here is to the gap between the rhetoric and the reality. And 

that sort of gap always confuse ■~ And on Saturday, hard on the 
Tabled 

heels of the/over $580-million for Education in 1986/87, we had 
boxed and coloured 

that disturbing/front~page Gleaner item a bout more teachers than 

was normally the case taking leave without pay in order to go abroad , 

Large numbers of teachers are unemployed; and now abn0rmally large 

numbers of teachers are opting to go overseas without payo The JTA 

is concerned because the unemployed te achers who can stand-in for 

those who have gone will be 'temporary' and can remain so for years
0 

What are the pointers here? Not good, I fear 0 And theni at that 
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same Leadership Workshop where an officer of t he Ministry of Educat­

ien made public this increase in teachera going on leave-without-pay, 

the President-elect of the JTA, Professor Errol Miller s aid: "Jmaica 

does not know where it is goingo The politicians do not know where 

they are taking us." And yet, the f act that there :ta confusion, 

the fact that the gap between rhetoric and reality seems to grow 

wider, does not mean we are not going s omewhere. It is a law of life 

that nothing stands still, that there is always movement, be it for 

good or ill. And if we look very closely we see the movement. No 

country is comple tely independent economically; there are rela· tive 

degrees of independence. But the shape and size of our debt burden 
economically 

makes us more/dependent now than we've been siace Independenceo More 
~ 

than 40c of every dollar of foreign exchange we earn go straight t• 

our overseas money-lenderso And when we do not earn enough to 

'Service' those debts, we borrow more and slip deeper into efonomic 

boadage. We are at a stage now where it is impossible to see a point 
01 ~ ~ ~ 

in time when we Lhave paia off our debts and can spend all we earn OD 

improving life for Jamaicans. And each time we borrow the bondage 

becomes worseo To stop the rot we need to set drastic limits on 

what any Jamaican government, of any party, can borrow during any 

single term in offi ce, and what .they must spend such borrowed money 

on. If we don •·t do this, and soon, we will be forever trapped in a 

new form of economic slaveryo. And we need to cut our repaymen1 schedu~ 

by s 0mething like halfo That would be bad enough but it would give 

us a chan8eo So what are the pointers? I t hink that we are not 

going in the direction whi ch i s best for J amaican sovermignty, or 
l~un,---

for relative Jamaican l economic in dependenceo To be sure it is a 

good and pro~i t able ~irecJi.-~n )~~~~;. but not_ for the majority. 
So the question remains: [ what,"in specific quantifiable terms, are 
the maj ori ty of J amaicans ttook for at harvest time~ Goodnight 

UWI L
IBRARIES



The 1986/87 Spending Estimates 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
April 4, 1986, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The Governor-General• s Throne Speech on Wednesday, 

and yesterday's tabling in Parliament of the spending Estimates 

for the financial year 1986/87 by the Prime Minister, give, when 

examined together, an interesting glimpse into the shape of thi ngs 

to come in the course of this yearo The text of what the Governor­

General said was upbeato "Let us," he said at the end, "resolve 

that this will be the yea:r that the fruits of the adjusi:ments of 

the l ast three yeara will mature and that the harvest will go towards 

ea.si ng the burdens of personal sacrifioeo '' Implicit in this, as indOE'" 

iE the entire Throne Speech, was the idea that the worst was now 

hehind us - that the lay-offi, the high prices, the cutbacks, the 
of 

heavy burden/aas taxation were now largely things of the past - and 

that from here o:n life should be easier for most if not all Jamaie.cns .. 

And the numbers in the spending Estimates aonfirm this optimi stic 

forecasto Overall spending is nearly 23~ more than in last year~• 

Budegt; and Capital or developmental spending is double what it was 
percentage 

last yearo And even the ~ecurrent side of spending shows/increases 

for all the major Ministries: from a low of just over 3% for the 

Ministry of Agriculture to a high of just under 15% for the Ministry 

of Financeo All of this is positiveo But there is mf course the 
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other side of the coin, which is the often bitter price Jamaicans 

have had to pay fQr the 'adjustment' whose fruits we are told will 

go to easing the burdens of personal sacrffice. It is geod that 

our dollar has stabilised; but it has stabilised at ower JOO% less 

than it was worth a mere three years ago. So the price of taat 

stability is a 300% drop iD the real buying value of our dollaro 

Indeed, the very size of our spending Budget must be set against 

this massive reduction in the value of the buying power Qf our 

doll ar. How do you 'ease' this burden~ The Israelis tried to cope 

with t his one by pegging wages and prices to the value of their 

currenoyo We simply allowed living standards to he depressed te 

the point where the middle-class, as a significant grouping in the 

society, is endangered, and where the signs of raw hunger and 

malnutrition are clearly vsibile on our streets and lanes once more o 

And what of the thousands who have been laid-off during the ' adjust­

ments ·• of the past three years? How do we ease things for them and 

their families? What do we do with strong proud men and women in 

their middle years - in their twenties and thirties and forties­

whose jobs have lleft' t hem? Pleas e don't get me wrongo There are 

good things in thi s spending Budgeto The trouble is we have fallen 

so far back and lost so much ground that these good things can bring 

very little ease, and only to a lucky fewo And elective ~arty pmli t i c• 

IDeing what they are, that enormous and welcome $200-million to be 
this one single 

s pen~ on raods in/~~~ year will almost inevitably turn out as largely 

political pump-priming because electiens, local, and perhaps even 

national, are on thi s year ' s agenda. What I think could have made 
much more 

a very/real difference in easing'the burdens of personal sacrifice' 

would have been if our debt servicing were 20% in;:,tead of 40% of 
~ 

export earnings:that wou~d h~ve all~wed over $1 ,66~\ .;or real •eas ing_' 
of some raw human suffering in Jamaica today 0 Goodnighto 
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1) Barbados Lobbies for Jamaica 
2) Dabgerous Political Point- scoring 
3) Cheque-book \arfare 

NEWS COi'w'.lMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
Kreh 24 , 1986, 6elOp.m 

weekend 
Good evening: The most startling piece of/regional news was 

that CANA story out of Barbados quoting Ba jan Prime Minister 

Bernard St. John as sa.ying Baraados is lobbying for international 

aid for J amaica and Guyanao All we had been told ha d led me to 

belief that we were toe pacesetters for the region o~ matters of 

aid and trade and lobbying generally. After all, we ar e the one s 

with the closest personal connections with the most powerful ones 

µp North! So how come l ittle Barbados has to l obby on our behalf? 

Shouldn't it be t he other way round? Or is there something we have 

not been told? Or i s it an updated version of that famou s World War 

Two bit which urged :Sri tain to carry on as Bimshire was behind it? 

Any way you look at i t, i t puts an added strain on credibility all 

roundo For if there is any truth to it - and Bajan are u sually 

practical down-to-earth people - then we have lost sight of the 

tunnel itself, l et alone any sort of glimmer of light anywhere. 

Equally s tar tling in a very differen t way , are the ongoing an d 

often fierce attempts to squeeze some sort of party political 

mileage out of that outbreak of lawlessness following the PNP ' s 
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vigil and march from Half Way Tree two Elll:K~ weeks ago o You 

would have thought that on this matter of political hooliganism 

at least our two maj or parties would want to show a solidarity 
are 

of disapprovalo Instead, some of them/1111:a running hard at scarfing 

pointso Jamaica really can do without thiso We have had our bellyful 
destructive 

of this kind of/~•li%x&a politics in the past; and most mamaican s 
with 

want no more of i to One of the troubles/mi'. this kind of pGli tics 

is that it distracts attention from the hard issues and replaces 
the politics of 
%kmaa/issues by the politics of polarisatioD and confrontation: in 

short, it evokes the very worst features of political tribalism o 

I think Jamaicans should be on guard and should watch closely to 

see who fans this brand of politics; if we don't put an end to it, 

this type of pijlitics will put an end to our democracyo Indeed, as 

we are seeing on the international scene, the use of political 

polarisatioE , and the pushing of it to an extreme form, has now 

become one standard method of undermining national stability, of 

making countries ungovernable and thus of bringing down governmentso 

The South African regime is doing it in both Moz&mbique and Angola * . by arming anti financing the enemies of ~ regime'$ The United ates 

is doing it in Nicaragua in the name of fight communism and for 

Human Rights, even though the U.S. human rights group .Ameri ce.s We, tch 

have said"the most vic.>lent human rights abusea are being committed 

by the contras, and that the Reaga.D §dministration~s policy of 

support for the contras is , therefore , a policy clearly illimical. 

to human ri eh"tso" :But s ti l l. Mr. Reagan presses for big money for 

the contras. The fight is not for democracy or human rights but 

against the commun i sts • .And the alternative to Americans, or white 

South Africans dying in the fight against communi sts , is to arm and 

finance contra groups o The catch is, whoever wins democracy loses 0 

Goodni ghto 
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Sharpville Remembef 
The Anatomy & Cons~uence of State Terrorism 

NEW,W COMMEN TARY 
For roadcast on Friday 
March 21 9 1986, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: Today, March 21st, marks the wwenty-sixth anniver s ayy 

of the Sharpville Massacre in South Africao On thi s day, twenty-six 

years ago, 69 men, women and children, all part of a mass peaceful 

protest demon s tration against the Pass Laws, were killed by South 

African policeo Hundreds of others were woundedo The records show 

that until the time of the shooting the protest demonstration was 

peaceful; not even a stone had been throwno Those who did the shoot­

ing were white and had the support and approval of the state; tho se 

who did the dying an d the bleeding were blacko The most powerful 

modern state on the African continent had used raw violence to 

put down a peaceful protest against an unjust and degrading law; :i:i'i 
this action was 
kaixxaxx&IXllatt~• imtended, government spokesmen said at the time, 

to serve notice on all 'trouble-me.kers'' and 'communists• of what 

they could expect in any future demon s tration s and protests, There 

were world-wide protests at the Sharpville Massacreo But Apartheid 

survived; foreign investments continued; the racist regime seemed 

more securely entrenched as a result of that violent act of state 

terrorismo Indeed, it was immediately after that massacre that both 

the African National Congress and the Pan-Africanist Congress, as 

of other smaller anti-Apartheid groups, were banned. 
taken into detention without trialo Shortly after 
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that almost the en tire leadership of the nationalist movement was 

arrested. Some fled in to exile. Nelson Mandela and Walter Sisulu, 
Robert Subukwe an d 

t he two top men in the ANC, were arrested, a s were/the top men of 

the PACo State terrorism seemed to have broken the nationalist 

movement, an d sensing this, the white rulers of South Africa became 
When 

more ruthlessly brutal in dealing with any show of protest./~ai 

something work:s 9 use it to the hilto This, I suggest~ explains 

that particularly brutal murder of Steve Biko. No other country in 

the world today - communist, fascist, rightwing or leftwing dictator-
~~al' I 

ship - uses state terrorism as 1 brutally and pervasively a s de the 

South African racistso. And i t is this, in the end, which has evoked 

the new mood of mili tant and violent reaction to the terrorism of 

the state. For the present it is mainly the blacks who are dying: 

the state kills its allllost da ily quotei,; and the nationali s ts kill 

their quota of tho se who collaborate with the terrorist stateo But 

here and there the vio l ence has begun to touch the lives of the 

whiteso ANC freedom fighters (a totally different breed from those 

Mro Reagan calls freedom fighters) are s lowly getting better at the 

bu sine s s of warfare: they are slipping back into the country after 

trainingo Not all are caugh to Thei r internal support is strong and 

growing strongero And the children are fighting and dyingo It is 

just a matter of time before t hey will turn on the whites and kill 

t h em tooo CoWilter-terror is an almo s t inevitable consequenee of 

this kind of state terrorismo All this stems from what happened at 
six 

Sharpville twenty/years ago today. An d I think one of the s ad things 
selves 

about it i s that the whites are ma.king it impo s sible for the3/ and 

t heir de s een den ts to have much of a future in Sou th Africa after 
whose kin 

the terroro People),,ibcochave been kAilled, tortur brutali sed an d 
sk the Israelis . 

sc a ttered, at times fin d it hard to forgive/ Goo dnight 
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1) Education: The Crisis Eases 
2) The Politics of t he 6il Savings 
3) BPEC - A Spent Force 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broa dcast on Monday 
March 17, 1986, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: The wage dispute between this nation•s teachers 

and the government~ has finally been settledo And students at 

both CAST and the University taday returned to their classeso 

And so this weekend saw an enormous easing in the crisis of 

education in Jamaica. And this 7 from wherever you stand, is 

welcome news, f or the present at leasto Not all the issues have 

been resolved; many tricky problems still lie ahead. But a t least 

t here is a little breathing spaceo An d the good thing about any 

breathing space i s that it gives you time to t hink a little more 

calmly, to t ake stock under a little less pressure, and perhaps 

to work out where things went wrong and how to do them be~~er the 

next time around o And I think there i s a great deal of serious 

re-thinking that needs to be done about how and why and where we 

got into this awful educational impasseo Why , for in stance, di d 

the negotiations between the government and the teachers reach 

such a depressing level of bitterness? ro Victor Edwards' "We 

will remember the insults" speech is a telling indication of just 

how great a job of f ence-mending lies aheado And where the greaEtest 

power lies 9 there also lies the greatest r esponsibility to begin 
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J !Ill ai ca and 
that job. And so, for t he s ake of/Jamaica's children, we must hope 

that the fence-mending will begin soon, and that it will be a serious 

effort. No .matter what won derful plans we may have; no ma tter how 

modern and sophi s ticated the equipment; no matter how marvelous 

the buildings and other in f ra-structure; without good and dedicated 

and reasonably happy teachers there can be no really good educationo 

Teachers are the base; they are the i r replacf able es s ential. We 

have tended to blurrd this point over recent monthso It i s time we 

see it clearly againo And I hope the young people at CAS T and the 

University, and in deed the society as a whole, will try to refine 

their thinking on thi s question of tertiary educationo I think the 

WIGUT advertisement of March 6 and the statement on fees from the 

University's Aaademic Committee are sober, realistic and balanced 

pointers to how this ma tter can be resolvedo Am'd we must hope that 

the resolution, this time, will not be as long-drawn-out as was t he 

teachers dispute, and, above all, t hat it will be free of bitternesso 

Here again, where lies the greatest power lies al so the greatest 

responsibilityo And finally, isn't it ironic that our two major 

po l itical parties cannot even agree on the nature of that very 
the saving to us 

welc6me oil-price windfall! They quibble about the size of/±~ -

t he government says $220-million; the PNP say $715-million; and now 

economi s t Mark R~tketts says that we will really save over $li000-

mi llion for this year alone! An d I, for one, do not see oil prices 

suddenly shooting up again within t he next year or two or three 0 

I think OPEC, as a price-fixing ce.rtei., is a spent force. It had a 

chance, in the 1970s, to reorder world fin ancial and trading relation s 

between the North and the South. It blew that chance ru1d squandered 
~ 

re sources. Now it is a spent force ur windfall 

disappe ar. Goodnight. 
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Tertiary Education in Jamaica: 
How Not to Make Policy 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
March 14, 1986, 6 ol0p.m 

Good evening: A news release from the Vice Chancellor of the 

University of the West Indies yesterday, says that the Academic 

Committee of the university has endorsed the findings of a sub­

committee on finance and general purposes whi c h says that the 

government's announced fees for CAST and Univers1i.ty students are 

too high compared with other parts of the world o It also••~• 

questions the ability of scholars at these two institutions to 

obtain and repay a loan of .the size required. In short , it is 

the view of those most competent to judge that the proposed fees 
and conditions 

are too highland that the size and terms/of the loans the govern-

ment plans to make will be beyond the ability of most students to 

manage o So here we come u p against our first major problem of the 

way in which this government of J amaica makes public policyo If the 

government had first checked with the admini s trators of CAST and 

the University, it would have had this information before making 

its announcement. And if it had that information ., an d if it h 8 d 

adjus ted its numbers in accordance with that information, all the 

trauma we have been through in recent days - the protests and 

demonstrations and road-blocks and tear-gassing and police batons -

UWI L
IBRARIES



2 

could, and probably would have been avoided; and the public debate 

would have been a balanced and rational searching for solutionso 

Instead, 8.1?- obviously ill-informed governmentL_!...trong on ideology 
without 

but woefully weak on fac threw out its announcement/winxkaxil~ 
with 

any real prior consul ta iono .And when this was metjshock/and anger, 
the familiar I 

its reaction was, mixture of truculence and stubbornness - with 

the only small concession being the after-thought offer of a Task 

Force: and then, on that unfortunate Sunday bEoadcast, even this 

was used as a weapon of threato .And, surely, the Prime Minister 

must have read, or been informed, of the advertisement published 

in the Gleaner of March 6, by The West Indi e s Group of University 

Teachers, Mona, which spelled out facts and figureso It showed,,, for 
at 

instance, that stu.dents/aat UWI and CAST, right now before any new 

fees, already have to find between$9,000 and $10,000 every yea:r for 

boarding, meals, traBsport, and feeso It showed taat in 1973 they 

contributed between $15 and $2ij for every $100 spent on their educat­

ion; and that in 1985/86 they are paying between $24 and $43 for 
so spent 

every $100/ To know these facts and figures and then to talk about 

• freeness• is ~ x treme and irre spon si bl;)'rovoc a tion, And here we 

come up against the second major problem of the way in which this 

government of Jamaica makes public policyo All the indicmtions are 

that it decides on a course of action, often without knowing all 
stubbornly 

the facts, and then marches ahead,/ deaf 9 dumb and blind to reason 

for as long as it thinks it can get away with it. And so every issue 

becomes confrontational. e s a.w it with the teachers, the Junior 

Doctors and otherso And this, whatever else it is, is destructive 

of stability and of orderly social managemento Again and again, 

we have had to have confrontation before an i s sue could be resolve do 

.And this, I suggest, is one key reason for poor performance 0 Our 
problems can be managed and solved without this massive waste of 

time and energyo Goodnig~to 
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A Traumatic Week for Heal th,, 
Education , Indus trial Relations . 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
March 10, 1986, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: Developments over this past weekend point to 

this week being one of t he more traumatic and unsettling in the 

areas of our health services, our education sys tem, and on our 

industrial relation s sceneo Both the Prime Minister's speech 

l as t night, and the PNP' s rally and all- night vigil were reflect­

ions of the deeply troubled state of this na t i on. And so, against 
a&ain s t 

all form and/all pa.s t record, I held on to a very small and very 

faint hope that this time the Prime Minister would resist what 
an almost conditioned 

seems/aX11at11x•x impulse on his part to 'show muscle ', to be tough 

and unyielding; I hoped that in s tead he would make some small 

meaningful gesture of conciliation, like reducing to concessional 

terms the level of i nterest on the proposed student loanso ~~x 

Any su ch ge sture would have defused and transformed the national 

mood and atmosphere 9 and woul d have made concili a tion and reconcil­

iati on t hat much more possible. But he was tough and unyielding as 
proposed 

ever, threatening that hi s l argely tokenist after-thought/Task 

Fr. ce may be withdrawn if the studen ts do not 'come to heel '; and 

hinting at t he consequences if the J·unior Doctors di d not return 
means 

to ' normal' ·which , in this case/grossly excessive working hours 

of overtime at r idiculous rate so And , of course, everybody els e 
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was to blame f or what was wrong and f or what had gone wrongo Only 

the government admitted to no blame, no fault, no mistake. Why, 
universally perc ved 

even the .two unfortun a te members of the IDT who responded to/ 

government pressure di sgui s ed as a request for /clarification' by 

hal f rever sing t hemselves, were blamed aBJi with the hint at removal: 

no hint of government complicity in the destruction of the credibil­

ity of the I DT. In s tead, another veiled threat again s t workers and 

their unions if they dared to boycott the IDT. This is not how 

democratically elected governments are expected to deal with tho s e 

who elected them. The very nature of the relationship between 

tho s e who do the electing and those they elect demands a two~way 

flow of communication, understanding and co-opera tive give-and-takeo 
principle of 

Without this two-way flow, and the/government by consent impli cit 

iD it, democrati c government cannot survive for longo Giving a 

government a five-year mandate does not mean giving it a blank 

cheque for those five years without any reference to those who 

put i t t here; it does not mean five years of dictatorshipo Such 

a government, if it is to be true to the principle of government 

by con s esnt 9 must still give heed to the mood and the wi shes of its 
very 

peopleo If it does not it becomes subversive of the/process that 

brought it to power. And we have seen this happen again and again 

in other places. So why not here? Look at education. The overwhelm-

ing maj or it 
~(.~ 

r teachers to 

of Jamaicans are very clear about how they want their 
~ 
be treatedo The government is the 'odd man out' on this 

in ('-, 

one; its policies here are not/accord with the clearly expressed 

will of t he people. This is no short-term, transient ma tter, but a 

matter of profound long-term national interest which will determine 

the shape and quality of Jamaica's future for genera tion s to come. 
Can any government, anywkhre, defy t h e c lear will of the people on 
such a profound ma tter and still be democratic? Goodnigh t 0 
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NEWS CO:MMEN11ARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
March 7, 1986, 60 lOp.m 

Good evening: When you are dealing with a group of men and women 

who are skilled and highly trained professionals, and whose 

commitment and integrity are beyond question, the worst po s sible 

thing you can do is to try and bully and intimidate and threaten 

them into doing what you want. And yet that is precisely what the 

Minister of the Public Service did last night in his broadcast on 

the Junior Doctors' issue and their decision to strike today and 

to put in only their regular eight~hour-day after thato To be sure, 

Mr. Errol Anderson 1' s language was very carefully chosen, and the 
as 

threat was,- veiled as it could be made without completely losing 

its message. But it was there all the same: return to 'normal' 

immedi~tely and take your case to the Supreme Court or else the 
'4 t"k.­

full force of the power of the government will be turned agains t 
business 

A court case can be a very time-consuming/xaxx~• and can therefore 

be u s ed as an excellent stalling deviceo So , where do we go from 

here? If the record of other disputes are pointers , then we are 

in for yet another show-down with the government 'hanging tough' -

no matter how long it t akes - until ,, the other side ' bows or bends 
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or breaks and gives ino The government itself will not yield 

'one inch of grou:od' no~ change its policies by 'one blade of 

grass' o And this is, of course ,, the ultimate in the politics of 

confrontationo The government ma.kes a decision, takes a stand,, 

declares its position, and that is ito You can meet to discuss 

that peaision and make suggestions to improve or va:ry it in minor 

respects; such suggestions, or some of them, may or may not be 

accepted depending on t heir meritso What you cannot do, what will 

not be allowed, is to demand that any decision be changed or 

reversedo This, now, is the new meaning of •consultation to And 

the new meaning of confrontation is to be actively opposed to any 

government decisiono And so, by this new meaning of old words, it 

is the Junior Doctors who are being 'confrontationist• and again s t 

the •national interest•, just as the teachers are, just as is any-
roll over and 

body who does not/accept whatever the government decideso The truth 

of the matter is that Jamaica has never in this century,, not evell 

under colonialism, had a government as rigidly unbending as this 

one when it comes to listening to the Jamaican people and responding 

to their pleas, appeals and protests. And so, in persuit of having 
time-honoured and 

its way, ne matter what, the/carefulls built-up industrial relations 
. (µ,,.- ~ - ~ ~<P-U.t0/r 

conciliation machinery has been shatte ed ~to score a transient 

victoryo What machinery will the workers trust tomorrow? Or does it 

not matter as long a s you win today? The people of Jamaica, at all 

levels, and in all parties, do not in the main want to plunge this 

country into chaos and turmoil. And so they will tend to back off 

every time a 'strong' government refuses to yield, even when they 

see it as being wrongo And this concern for peace and stability 

h a s often been misread for apathy and pas sivitiyo I hope the govern­
~ent is not making that mi s take for that will surely lead to the ~o~itics of chaoso Goodnight 
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Moderation & Extremism -
a Question of Perce ption & Self-interest 

NEWS CONfMENTARY 
For broadcast on Mon day 
Mar ch 3, 1986, 6ol0pom 

Goo d evening .: As I wq.tched and listened to the telecast of Prime 

Minister See.ga' s speech to the mid-year bo2:1uit eeting of the West 

Indies J aycees in Port-of-Spain last nigh t, two thoughts built a 

recurring pattern in my mindo First, a country' s foreign policy 

is and must be a logical extension of its domestic policy; and 

second, for that policy to have any credibility t here EUst always 

be a reasonable measure of unity and harmony between the verbal 

expression of that policy and its carrying ou t in actiono This i s 

the context in which to examin e any s t atement on freedom and 

democracy 9 no matter in what forum it is enunciatedo So a f air 

question is: How does Mr., Se aga' s words measure up,t to his govern­

ments deeds? No que stion about it: Mro Se aga is right when he se.ys 

the 'image' of Jamai ca as a stable society is a deal better now 

than it was in the 1970so The mood and atmosphere of in stability 

then was notorious: we all still remember the violence and t he arson 

and the killings ; today things are quiet and s table by contras to 

But is all t his really the simple result of the policies of 'mo dera t-
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ion'? If the People's National Party had been as 'con fr on ta tioni st' 

in the 1980s as the Jamaica Labour Party ha d been in the 1970s; if 

they 

as a 

are? 

had spoken the same language of 'J.ockdown' and shutdown tight 
~c. ~tlv-,,- i-- ~:~ 

sardine cant Lwould the 1980s be a.s relatively stable as they 

Jamaicans who have been through the 1970s and the l980s up 

to this point, would know how to ask and ar1swer such questionso I 

doubt whether the same can be said for Trinidadianso Then there was 

the claim of the universal respectability of our ''image' todayo This 
especially 

is true/as far as North .America is concerned, and as far as some 

rightwing regimes in the Third World are concernedo But it is not 

true for the bulk of the Third V orld and the non-aligned movement. 

I am sufficiently in touch to know that our 'image' in the Third 

World and non-aligned movement is vastly poorer than it was in the 

1970so Today, many of them see us as an .American surrogateo The 

~foreign press' has been kinder to us, and pe~haps less manipulated 
l:J.IL-1 

against u 8/:._~ than it was in the 1970s0 And how truly 'moderate• have 

our domestic policies been? Moderation presupposes consultation ,, 

mediation, consensus resulting in agreed policies and approacheso 

The multi-party parliament is perhaps the highest expression of this 

processo And while we had this process in the 1970s we do not have 

it todayo And how 'moderate' have we been in dealing with our teachere 

nurses, doctor, and students? Ia emasculating the trade union move­

ment an expression of political moderation? You know,. just as there 

can be leftwing extremism, so there can b)Fti]g extremism. M ke 
Ve.I\ . 

no mistake about it: there was a problem of leftwing extremism in 

the 1970s; and this was part of t he reason why Jamaicans turned 

against the PNP theno Now, like it or not 1 the general public 

perception is that we are faced with a problem of rightwing extr mism 
p,-~ wJL l:c,.tk..,..~ (V . ) 

which puts numbers before people. So whose moderation . · . Goodnight 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 

.. 
A Nation ' s Mon ey: The Problem of 

Accoun tability 

For broadcast on Friday 
Fe bruaxy 28, 1986, 6olOp.m 

Good evening: The mos t welcome news of this week - and of thi s 

mon th - was t he relatively peaceful ending of the Warcos dictat or­

shi p in the Philippine so Never mind that s ome high-up .Amer i can s are 

now soun ding as though it was really their idea all the time and 

that they alm ost brought it about : all s orts of odd people usually 

tend to c lai m paternity f or anything really good. So let them be: 

we know the people of the Philippines got ri d of their dictator with 

very little help from any§ody elseo The bad part of this busin es s -

and I made mention of it on Mon day - i s the extent to which Marcos, 

an d a little earlier, ' Baby Doc' Duvalier, plundered the resource s 

of their countries. Esti ma tes are t hat Mro Marcos has plundered 

hi s country of anywhere up to thre-thousand-million dollars u. So 

during his twen ty year s in power$ That, by any measure, is an 

enormous sum of money 9 and larger than the national budgets of most 

of the smaller Third World coun t rieso And t here are suggestions t ha.t 

Mr. Marco s may ge t away with most, if not all, of this loot., Others 

have, so why not Marcoso But the 6as e of Haiti is 9 i n propor t ion ate 

terms, even worseo The Philippines is a potentially rich country; 

Haiti i s dirt poor; s o the Duvalier plunder of be tween $2OO-million 

and $5OO- million i s a much more terrible blowo Indeed, t he Haitian 
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treasury was reported to have been left with only a half-a-million-
dirt 

dollars when Duvalier fledo So how can countries, especially/poor 

coun t ries 9 protect themselves from this kir1d of savage plunder? 

By being democracies and opera ting free and open elective parliament­

aEy systems, you say; and you are right. But please remember that 

Mro Marcos came to power in just such a systemo Unlike Duval ier Mr. 

Marcos was freely elected to power, and that did no t prevent the 

later corruption and plundero So just having an e l ective democracy 
must 

is not, by itself , a guarantee against plunder., There/.Pla:s:xalso be 

ongoing checks ar1d balances and, above all 9 there must be public 

accountability about the handling of a nation• s money, and that 

accountability must be clear for all to see and to understando 

This, in the main 9 was one of the great virtues of our democracy .. 

For instance, by tradition and convention the Public Accounts 

Conmiittee of Jamaica's Par l iament was always presided over by the 

Member of Parliament who was the Opposition spokesperson on Financeo 

In the past, when the JLP was in power 9 the Chairman of the Public 

Accounts Committee was the PNP spokesman on Financeo And when the 

PNP was in power the JLP spokesman on Finance was the Chairman of 

the Cornmi tteeo The checks and balances were there, clear for all of 

us to seeo Now, unfortunately, we have a one-party parliament and 
tobr~side over the committee which 

so there is no parliamentary Opposi'tion spokesman/.tm examinesthe 

nation' s public accountso To s ay this is no t to question the 

integrity of the present Public Accounts Committee or any or all of 

its memberso It is simply to point out anp. unfortunate and unhealthy 

situation in public accountability which is the direct result of 

certain political decisions and political action so And the sooner 

we return to 
and approved 
for Jamaican 

a situation where our public accounts are 
by a bi-part~fwarliamentary committee 9 

democracy and L.:1'ccoun tabili ty o Goodnight,. 

examined 
the better 
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The Crisis in the Philippines 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
February 24 , 1986 , 6 olOp om 

Good evening: The attenti on of key people in almost all the world 's 
power centres has been on 

/ :i.a11iuixKXIK:i:xgx/ :Che fast- movi ng developments in t h e Phili jlpin es 
its most 

over this past weekendo The Philippi n e crisis i s at p critical 

po int and something is bound to happen at almost any moment : today , · 

ton ight , tomorrow - or , against all the odds , it c ould drag on in 

unnecessary bloodshed o What do es seem clear i s that the twenty­

year grip of Ferdinand ]'Iarcos on the consciousness of his coun t ry­

men and women has been shattered and cann o t be r eimposed o Even 
Bresi den t , 

t he .Ameri can/Wk:i:±2xM&Kx2 after i nitially fumbling t h e i ssue 9 has 

now accepted thi s reali tyo Only the Sovie ts are s till stuck in 

that darnnfool mess age of congratul ations to Marcos which they don r t 

seem to know ho w to undo . And one of t he bitterest ironies of 

.this Philippi ne horror story now dr awing t o its c lose i s the very 

h i gh note of hope on which it began over twenty years ago when 
gained political 

Marco s/7t1liXX.R.ilf«Jt2mxx.a1 power i n a demo crati c electi on which was 

free and fair and free from fear o He campa i gned against cor rm.ption , 

against cronyism and he promised t he people honest and clean 

governmento The people lov ed what they hear d and gave him an over-

whelming mandate a He di d what he promi s e d i n the fi r st term and so 
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the people re-elec ted him for a se cond term - a.gain in genuinely 

fair electi ons , though a little less free from f ear o But that 

se c ond one was t he last of Marcos ' free and fair elections o After 

t hat , power bec ame something you held on to by llmanagaement" and 

man i pulation - not by the wi ll of the people o And the management 

and the manipulation became more blatant and more ruthless and 
and the taci t approv a l of great powers 

more e.rrogant with time and the fawnings of hangers- on/and the 

realisation of the ' easy pickings '. Nothing espec ially new there o 
c;:b c~ lk ~J... ~ -

Haile Selassie milked his poor country of thousands of mi l ions ; t 
I are 

we/not sure how man y hunrdeds of millions ' Baby Doc' spi:iti ted out 

of starving Hai t i when he ' s t epp~ d • - ~~t~ t he he}J) of s ome friends 
eif' v~ ?~& ~ 

Coloni s ers and conquering armies jt radi tionally l oo t the treasure 
/- thin g o 

and treasur i es t h ey occupyo So that kind of thiefing is no bi g/ 

The alienation between Mar cos and the Phil i ppi ne people had grown 

deep w!bth time but he was and is a sick man and t hey may have 

swea ted it out ti ll he di ed , except for one thing. On August 21 , 

1983 , Marcos ' military goons c old- bloodedly assassinated Ben i gno 

Aquino at Manila air port on his return from exile o If you want to 
~ Philippi ne 

set a date ~ the start of today ' s/crisis , that is the date. 

The Phili pinnes±xxam:xx numbev over 7, 000 islands occupying over 

115 , 000 square miles . Lu zon , on which Mc nila is , i s just under 

ten times the si ze of Jamaica. . There are between 50 and 60- milli on 

people , more t han 80% of whom are Catholics . And as we have seen 

t hese pa st few days , the Catholic Church is a ke y for c e i n the 

countryo The people are as r acia lly mixed as are the people of the 

Caribbean i slands . .And t he Philipjn:hne peopl e and their church 
0 

this weekend taught t he whole world a new lesson in the srhi stica t ed 

and carefully measured use of t he power of the people o Goo dnighto 
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1) The Continuing Education Crisis 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
February 21 , 1986 , 6 al0p om 

Goo d evening : The crisis in our education continueso On Monday 

t e Prime inister told the teachers , and the nation , that no 

amount of protest demonstrations will budge his governmen t from 

what had been offered , which was the bes t possible offer: i n other 

words , ' take it or l eave 'o It was another variation of t he Prime 

Mini ster ' s ' tough-guy ' posturing: i n October 1984 it was that his 

policies will not be changed by "one bla e of grass" , nor "yield 

one inch of ground"; at t h e l ast JLP conference it was "over my 

dead body " o An d he reminded all and sundry of what happened to 

the unions and t heir l eaders in l a s t June ' s general s trike o The 

message was clear: try anything and you too will be busted into 

i mpo ten ceo But if what ha s come out of t he latest me eting between 

the Minister of the Public Service and the J TA i s more than jus t 
l).((,..u.~~ 

i!3 l1&i:w 11e,,ii.~ t hen there does seem to be s ome small f all-back 
So 

position G/ illtt why this unne cessary and continued show of toughness? 

Jamaican s , or at least a significant ma jori ty of them, have already 

made up their minds about wha t they want and how to go about it; an d, 

under preg~re , they are a wise and patient people who know wha t time 
4- ~L--o- C:..0...--

can dol f:l"r und0 0 So the show of toughness has ceased to impres 
0 
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And then , on Tuesday , the Minis ter of Education told Parliament 

that as from this September students at the University of the West 

Indies and ·at t he Coll ege of Ar t s Science and Te chn ology will be 

required to pay a proportion of t he cost of their trainingo Immediate 

ly , there was uproar from the two campuses and students took to the 

streets i n angry pro tes to As has now bec ome distressingly common , 

there was almo st i mmediate questioning of the figures put forward 

by the government : but even ±£ those figures make it clear that in 

terms of hard cash the s tudents are being called on to find large 

new sums of money. For CAST the Minister ' s figures pro j ect a fee 

of $900 a year per student: for the Un iversity the projected fee is 

from $4 ~200 to 6 9 000 a year , depending on the degree coµrse being 

persuedo We were later told that no student would be depri ved of 

his or her university education be cause of inabili ty to f i nd the fee o 

There would be loans , subject to certain sureties which mus t i nclude 

one member of familyo And there would be an interest rate of 12% 

per year on such loans , repayable over a ten year period at compound 

interesto The students would be bonded to the government for two­

thir ds of the t i me of their course . Now few comments: Let us not 

waste time arguing whether educati on is a right or a privilege: it 

is a right. The U. No Humar1 Rights devlaration says so o :But there i s 

als6 nothing wrong with requiri ng a re asonable fee where the society 

is poor . My quarrel is no t wi jh the fe e but with its sixe o It is 

much too high and its condition s a.re oppressive o The interes t should 

be conce ssional - at no more than between 3% and 5% - and should not 

be compoundedo The bondimg should be tied to a j ob guaramt•e eo If 

90% of t he students are from poor homes then the family member as 

surety mus t be reviewed o We do not need additiona burdens on any 

breadwinner made redunda-Ht by t he government ' s own poli cie s 0 Goodni,o+ 
/ 
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The Impor tan ce of Trus t & Confiden ce 
Between a Gover nment & i t s Peo ple 

NEWS COMN EN TAR Y 
For broadcas t on Monday 
February 17 7 1986 , 6 . l Op. m 

Good evening : Over the weekend we had the news that t he Minis t er 

of t he Publ i c Service has called the Jamai ca Tea chers As sociation 

to new t alks f or t his comi ng 1h ursdayo Now thi s , on the f a ce of i t 9 

would have been s een as a wel come ge s ture o 11he t eacher s , t he parents 

and t he children would , un der normal circum s t ances , have been 

expecte d to hal t t heir prot:est acti on , return to normal , and awai t 

the outcome of Thursday ' s meeti ngo Bu t t hi s i s not what ha s happenedo 

Paren t - Teacher s as sociations all over the i s l and have declared t heir 

i ntention t o con tinue t hei r protes t action until t he dispute i s 

s ettle do And t hi s , whatever el se it s i gnaa s 9 also signals a pro found 

distr u s t of t he government! s in t en tions o It s eems c l ear t hat t he 

PTAs do not bel ieve t ha t t he announ cement of a new me e t i ng mean s 

t ha t t he governmen t i s n ece s s arily comi ng f orward with any better 

offer to t he teachers . An d they have ample prece den t f or t his o 

Again and again i n t he pas t an industrial action , or a protest 

movemen t has been halted i n mid-action by t he s i mple devi c e of 

ann ouncing a new da te for a mee t in g between t he parti e s o The acti on 

or pro te s t or work to r ule had been called off , 1 h peop e ad r eturned 

t o nor mal , and then , at the ,.,eeting , nothin g new had be en of f ered i 
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The set ting of a new date and calling of a new meeting had not 

been to put anything new or fresh on the bargaining table o It had 

been a tactical , stalling device, used to defuse t he protest and 

confuse ' the other side' o And as a tactic , the record shows just 

how succe ssfully it has worked o In almos t everyone of its disputes 

with its employees the government has come out the winner . And the 

tactical stalling q.tjd calling of new mee tings at crucial momen ts has 
tactic 

been a key tool in most of its victorieso And having seen this/work 

again and again , the people of the PTAs are on guard: they are not 

prepared to trust their government until they see results o And this , 

this collapse of trust and confidence between a government and a 

very significant s ection of its people , is a very bad thing indeed 

and with very much more serious long-term implications than all the 

current questionable chat about the likely breakdown of discipline 

because our children have demonstratedo It is at least arguable 

t ha t having struggled together for the sake of a better education 

the bond between teachers and pupils and paren ts will be stronger 
historically, 

than ever before: this is/the usual result o~ struggle in a good 

cause o So for me , the really key concern is the breakdown in trust 

and confi dence between the people and their governmento Without that 

trust and confidence , nothing t he government says or does , not even 

its most sincere good deeds , will or can le a d to suc cess; because 

nobody will believe it or its good intentionso This , I am afraid , i s 

t he pri c e you pay when ' all means justify the end& ' : when you will 

break your word and man i pulate and stall and use any other tactic 

that will ensure that you win and remain on top o At the national leve: 

this breakdown of trust and confidence between those who govern and 

tho s e who are governed is a danger 

a11 work to restore that trus t and 
to democracy ~~an~ we 

confidence , butLgenuinelyo 

mu s t 

Goodni gJ 

UWI L
IBRARIES



The Politics of Human Rights 

NEWS CO!VTh EN TAR Y 
For broadc a st on Friday 
February 14 , 1986 , 6 ol0p om 

Good evening: Thi s week has been sho t through and t hrough with 

stran ge an d iron i c twists - espec i ally in the area of human rights 
of 

and/the things which we say make elective parliamentary democracy 
than 

better/and superior to dictatorships , be t hey of the far left or 

the far right or be t hey based on race and colour . And one of the 

iron mc twi s ts is that English cricketers who have played cricket 

with t he racists in South Africa , are now pl ayi ng cricke t with 

Jamaicans in J amai ca , while J amaicans who played cricket i n r ac ist 

South Africa are banned from ever playi ng cricket in their own 

Jamaicao This makes even principle , and i n tegr ity , matters that 

are relative , de pen ding on who you are 9 where you were born and 

wha t you l mkk like o I n t hi s context , tha t resolution , piloted 

through the St o Ca t herine Pari sh Council yesterday by its Chai rman 

and long-time trade unionist 1 Mr . Everrod filliams , to invite Mrs o 

innie Mandela to J amai ca , jarred more than a little ; especially 

a s it was also mt that meeti ng t hat r o Williams , in his role as 

stout JLP loyalist , fired his broadside against the Jamaica Teachers 

Associ a tion for not bowi ng meekly to an 'unyieldin g ' governmento 

Some , it seems , have t he divi ne righ t to be rigid and unyielding; 

while others ha d better yield or r i sk being denoun ced as ' politi ca l ' 
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or intent on ' bringing down ' the governmento I think we need to 

remind ourselves tha t Ar ticle 21 of the U"N. De c laration of Human 

Rights say-s that everyone has the right to take part in the govern­

ment of his or her country : whi ch is what t he teachers are doing 

and the parents are doing and even the children are doingo They are 

no more ' subversive ' than wrr . Everrod Yilliams i s o And clause 3 of 

Arti cle 26 of t he U. N. Declaration says flatly that "Parents have 

a prior r ight t o choose the ki nd of education that shall be given 
this week 

to their children "., I think r,r . Coleri dge Barnett of olmer ' s / 

touched eloquently on t he kin d or ' quality ' of educati on and the 
(\ 

kind or ' quality ' of teachers whose job it is to i mpart t hat educatim 

All the ' unyielding ' politi cians in the world notwithstanding , you 

can ' t have one without t he other . No doubl e standard will work here; 

ask Winnie Mandela,., a® the black children of Sou th Africao But 

perhaps we have 

right s from our 

( 

l earned thi s business of trying to manip.J:t~~human 

major mentors . After all , in the Reagan/ lexicon those 

of whom we ~pprove , be they t h e contras of Ni caragua , or Jonas 

Savimbi of Angola , are all ' freedom fighters ' to be supported with 

American arms and money and with litera ture on ' dirty tricks ' and 

how t o terrorise most effectively: and those of whom we di sapprove 

are the real ' terrorists ' o So you finger and denounce the human 

rights violations that go on in the Soviet Union and commun i s t bloc K 

coun tries - whi ch are very real - but you ar e silent or evasive or 

explanatory about the worse violation s of human rights in South 

Africa and Namibi a ; and you turn a bli nd eye on the brutalities of 

your own ~running dogs 'o The high principle of human rights has , in 

short , been debased by con s ider tions of strategic, economi c and 

political interestso There are some examples that not even desperatelJ 

needy Third or ld countries sh ould fo llow0 e saw some this week 0 

Goo dn i ghto 
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1) Who vill Repl ace Our Teachers? 
2) How to Steal an Elie t ion 
3) The Dilemma of Freeing Mandela 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcas t on Monday 
Fe!)ruary 10 , 1986 , 601.0p. m 

Good evening: The public debate around the salary dispute between 

t h e Jamaica Teachers Association on the one hand and t he Government 
in re cent days , 

of Jamaica on the other , has/turne d ugly , mean , nas ty and , in s ome 

ins tan ces, personal and politicalo It seems to me t hat t he only 
~t.e 

solution which i s acceptable to the Government and Lthose who 

support its posi tion is for the J TA to capi tulate and accept what 

it has rejected up t o now : if it does not do this , then the JTA 

will be fought to the finish: and a figh t to the finish will have 
't,lLffi_ f'c.J-& 

all the nasti ness usually associated wi t h bitterf power pol itical 
questione d an d 

warfare : characters will be assassinated , motives/maligned , mor ale 

undermined , f acts and figures manipulated . And I think , myself , 

t ha t such a campaign, in the hands of political pros , will break 

the J'TAo My hard question is: What then? What if the J TA goes down 

to defeat and des truction rather than capitulate? When one poli i tcal 

party succeeds in discrediting its opponento~ax±~ We can always 

turn to t h e other par ty to provide leadership and ~ ew governmento 

To whom will we turn if our teachers are similarly discreditied and 

dri ven from t he profession? Who will teaCi our children t hen? We 

can do without one group of poli ti cian s bees.use there i s always an 
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alternative group eo But who will replace ou.E teachers? Please 

think it through carefullyo 

Next j two developments of note on the international scene . In the 

Phi li)pin~es an ele c tion steeped i n monumental corruption 9 and 

which looks like a run- up to chaos , has made a nonsense of the 

democratic process o President Ferdinand Marcos has been in power 

for 20 years and in that time he has perfected the business of 

' stealing ' elections - usually on a wholesale scale. Be cause the 

United States has two strategically important bases i n the Philipp­

ines and Marcos was seen as the ally who ensured t he retention of 

tho se bases , and because a strong commui>ist in suregen cy has been 

going on for many years , the United States has tacitly accepte d 

the dirty works of t he Marcos dictatorship o The trouble is that 

dictatorshi p has , over the years , grovm so corrupt and alienated 

even the anti - communi sts to the point where the communists are 

the only beneficiaries from Tuarcos remaining power o So the American 

pressure all but forced the holding of this election; but Marcos 

seems de t ermined to steal this one to o, even if it has to be on a 

smaller s cale , retail basis . And this puts the Ameri c ans in a very 

tricky po s ition : if they acqui esce to thi s latest ' steal ' t hey 

lose all anti -communist support; if they help overthrow Marcos they 

risk opening the door to the spread of leftist influence and power o 

Qui te a dilemmao Almo s t as bad a s the one f acing t he South African 

r acists .. If Nelson Mandela were to die i n prison the country would 

explode in black vio l ence o If he were released from prison unconditiol 

ally he would i mmediately be t he most powerful poli t ical force in 

the land - and he will not accept anything elseo So what are they 

to do? The South African racists are now twis t ing and turning on 

the horns of this dilemma of their own making as they go on seeking 
to buy more time o Goo dnigh to 
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1) J·amaica '' s Children: J amaica ' s Future 
2) The Fall of a. Dicta.tor 

NEWS CO:Ml\i ENTARY 
For broadcast on FrmaJy 
Febr uary 7 9 1986, 6 . lOp . m 

Good evening: The fa.11 of a dictator is a l w§i:ys the most welcome 

news possible for all people who are commit t ed to fre e dom and to 

fre edom of choice ; a.nd so it is with the end of the mxxiilfx 
i n Hai ti . 

thirty- year- ol d Duvalier dictatorshi pJ And this time , I for one , 

can f ind absolutely no fault with the UoS• hand i n the final 

removal of ' Baby Doc ' : it was sub t le , careful and probably hel ped 

save thousands of lives. If super- powers must me ddl e i n t he affairs 

miff small countries (and they will ) then this is the least offensive 
help t o 

way of doing ito Let us hope they will now7ensur e t ha t the fal l of 

this di c ta.tor also mean s t he end of all dictatorship i n Hai t io But 

there is bound to be a va st vaauum after such a l ong dic tatorship 

and t he Haitian people are going to need all the h elp and unders tand­

ing possible in t heir l ong journey back to the ways of free people o 

Here at home , J amaica ' s children have this week taken to the stree ts 

to give public expression t o their particular concerns about 

educati on in J amai ca , of which the teacher s- government impasse i s 

only the most dramati c symptom , of a much deeper si ckness o e have 

had of late revi val of the talk of the government ' s i nabi lity to 
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go on providing "free education" and "free heal th c are" for every­

body0 Thi s is , and always has been , a political red herring,, 

Edudation has never been " free" ; the lowliest and meane st heal th 

centre has never been "free"; and the government has never provided 

t he s e services as some sort of gift out of its generosity or public 

spiritedness ,, Ever~ penny the government spends on education and 
and other ser v~ces 

on hee.l th/comes from the taxes , direct and indirect 9 and t he fees 

and duties and l ivences all Jamai cans pay in one form or another,/ 
~ almo s t eVf Fday of their l ives. Even when the government borrows 

mon ey t he J amaican people have t o pay it back , not the poli ticians , 

not the parties 1 bu t the Jamaican people,, So the Jamai can people 

pay for whatever s ervice s are provided : nothi ng i s for ' free 1 o But 
C, 

back (the children ., Where were you in January of 1979? 11hink back 

careful lyo And on %HK% those days when the life of Jamai f a 's economy 

and social services were brough t to a s tan dstill , what did you do? 

at did you s ay? Did you describe those who put up roadblocks all 

over thi s i sland as ' hooligan s'? Di d you go on the radio to do thi s ? 
now 

If you did so then,then you are enti tle d/to say s ome of the of fen sive 

things which were hurle d against some of our children this we ek for 

daring to demonstrate o If you did not then, and you do so now , then 

you need to examine your own motives and question your own v alues o 

And who , in all conscience , has more righ t to be concerned abou t 

e ducation than the nation ' s children? at happens to education today 

will affect their lives and fu tu.res mery much more than the l i ves 

of all t he rest of us , singly and collectivelyo Are we , as supposedly 

wise and mature a dults , being fair in expecting them to passively 

accept our righ t to mess up t heir future by leaving them moun tai ns 
and r amshackle 

of debt , run- down/ socia l services, 

morally bankrupt poli t ical system? 

Ji_( ;:NA'\/\ wt" v~ t 
a corrupt ,! por k- barrel , and L , 
]j -in:1 -who- i-s wi theu---t:---..- ~ 

I 
r/ ,. J Goodnight .. 
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Latest Developments in Co s ta Rica , 
Hai t i and Sou th Africa 

NEWS COlVlivIEN TARY 
For bro adcast on onday 
February 3 9 1986 , 6 ol0p om 

Good evening : Apart from t hat 'hot ' meeting yesterday of satellite 

' dish' owners , t he weekend was quiet here at home o It was develop­

ments in Haiti , in Costa Rica and in racist South Africa which 

dominated a rela~ively quiet international scene after last weekt s 

traumatic events o In Haiti , the poorest country in this hemisphere 

and one of t he ~oorest in the entir e~ world , the Duvalier dictator­

ship is un der pressure . The ear]yhe a dy hopes t hat ' Baby Do c ' had 

f l ed t he country were soon dashed o Bu t how did t his particular 
amon~ us 

rumour ge t about? Some of t he older heads/may remember how ' Papa 

Doc ' , the pre s ent dictator's father, flushed out his enemies by 

himself planting the rumour that he had fled the country for France 

in the face of similar riots . His enemies came out into the open, 

and Papa Doc dealt with t hem . I think this was about 1963 0 Well , 

pevhaps something similar was tried t his time around , and t he White 

Hou s e may have been conned i nto t ha t announcemento Now , the big 

question is : will the U. S~ intervene as it did in Grenada? What 

happened i n Costa Rica is good news of t he best possible kindo The 

only ge~ui ne political democracy in Central America held elections 
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yesterday which were as free an d as fair , and a s free from fear 

a s any uaa elections in any e s tern democra cy : nobody fiddl ed 

with voter s lists; an d nobody manipula ted t he timing of the election o 

An d so the Costa icans , in peace and order, yyeteurla¥Y elected a/4 

Presi dent, two Vice-Presidents , one of them a woman , 57 members to 

the nati onal a s sembly , and over lp OOO municipal (or local government) 

and state of ficers o There are rou ghly t h e same number of C0 s ta 

Ricans as there are J amaicans and we salute them and their democra cy . 

There are tvo problems though , as I see it. No a dmini stration 9 f rom 

top to bottom , can s erve more than one term of four yearso I think 

t here shoul d be t h e option fo r a second term , if the people see an 

a dministration a s e s pecia lly go od and want to vote for it. But no 

more than two terms o f he more difficult problem i s that the Uo S o 
Ameri c an- backed and e.rmed 

is ' learling on Costa Rica not to expel the/Nicaraguan ' contras• who 

are tryi ng to overthrow the Sandanist Government a11d who opera te 

from Costa Rican border territoryo It would be a very great tradegy 

indeed for the en tire region if Co s ta Rica ' s model democracy were to 

by des t royed in the g eopolitical power game o And finally South Afri c a 

where ' State Presi dent' P oW. Botha h a s made yet ano ther atamnpt to 

whitewash his brutal regime with more promi s es - but not t h e end 

o.P Apartheido The economic pr essure on the regin:e , mild a s it is 9 

ift1orrow 
i s hurting; and EEC Minis ters' are/mee t ing with t h e leaders of the 

African front-line s t ate ( no ~so- called' nonsense , they a.re i n t h e 

front line) and Botha' s s peech wa s prima r ily for the We s t ern 

bankers an d t h ei r gov ernmen ts to s ay: " Se e , there i s some movement ; 

le t u s ease the pre ssure an d see what t hey do . We can always rei pose 

the pr essure l e ter" . I t h ink t h i s will particularly be t he An gl o-

Ameri can-West German l i ne o And I thin k it is n o thing more t han an 

effor t to ease the pressure and buy more t i me fo r t he r a c ists
0 

Goo 
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Educ a tion & Taxation 

NEWS COMl\tTENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
J anuary 31 , 1986 , 6 ol0p om 

Good evening : On the world scene the week ' s news was dominated 

by the tragic lo s s of the space vehicle Challenger and its crew 
heroic and 

of bright and/eager and gifted young men and women o Here at home 

education and taxation continued to be our main preoccupation s ~ 

On Educati on , two relatively small but importan t matters could 

easily be buried under t he welter of words . he fir s t has to 

do with the damage done by elements of the Nationalist Pa trioti c 

Movement at that Combined Parent Teachers Assso ciation meeting on 

Tuesday of last week o We were to ld that tyres were slashedo Tyres 

cost a great deal of money these days ; will people be c ompensated 

for their slashed t yres? I think that in this case compen sation 
will 

/ wax be a f air yar dsti ck by which to measure the sincerity of all 

tho s e profuse expre ssions of regret and apologyo Legally , nobody 
are to 

can prove who did what; but if all tho s e apol ogies/mean anything , 

if they are to be inve s ted with any sort of credibil i t y , then tho se 

who know t hey are gui lty , and those who speak f or them , will make 

restt tution o '.rhe se con d matter has to do with the government •· s 

often repeated declaration that it accepts the validity and justice 

of the teachers ' case bu t t h4t it lacks the ability to pay 0 Now , 
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there is no question about the fact that the government i a strapped 

for money: no government here, or anywhere else , has ever had all 

the money it would like to spend o Thi s is why all governments have 

pattern s of priority in their alloca tions : if one thingp is a ccep ted 

as more i mportan t than another , the ne cessary money i s fmun d by 

shifting resources from what is less importan t or le ss urgent or 

less immediate to that whi ch is mo s t importanto In this context , 

"ability to pay" is relative o The problem with our teachers case 

is that t he government has made a commitment , not to J amaica or 

Jamaicans , to keep wage increase s in the public s ector at levels 

of between 10% and 15%0 And it is i n t he context of this commitment 

to t he IMF that we are so 'unyielding ' and so ' strong ' and so ' wrong' 

I n this sense a key par t of the teachers s t r uggle , which is increas­

ingly backed by parents , is for the right of J amai cans to de termine 

Jamaican priorities . And so to t axa tion o A go od t axa tion policy i s 

one which a majority of citizens see as fair , reasonable , s ocially 

necessary , equitable and just ., None of us l ike taxes but if they 

mee t t his criterion we grin an d bear them . So most of us will go 
mos t of 

along with/the governmen t ' s latest tax re for m measures o Bu t some 

are so pat ently unjust that they cry outo To demand of a mo torcyclisi 
the same a s for a motorist 

/ $2 50 for a set of plates/is t q,,.~~~ worse what i s alre ady an unfair 
and unnecessary measure whose T~ }justification i s the need for mon 
XN«XKSK:U:~MSXIll«XZMXKX~X~ ES XJ XJU:txs~o It is a one-time savagi ng of 
~ ~ ) . . 

i 
the poorer drivers in the country o And wha t 60 or 70- year-old needs 

t his type of ' life-time ' plates? Any tax policy which depends 

solely on wMlh.er a measure i s legal , an d ignores t he questi on of 

whe t her it is also fair and just and equi table 9 i s socially bad 
~ fine 

t ax wh:· ch lblur~ th~/li ne between fair taxation and plunder o 

The Fr ench. American and other revolution s were partly born out 
\.---~ 

unre a sonable taxation. Some of ours lverge on pl under o Goodnight 

of 
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New Developments in Uganda: 
A Ray of Hope from the Heart of Afri ca 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcas t on Monday 
January 27, 1986 , 6 . lOp om 

Go od evening: Exc ept for the late s t developments in Uganda , the 

i n tern a tional scene has been one of almost unrelieve d gloom o We ' ve 

had those ten days of heavy blood-letting i n l ittle South Yemen ' s 

leftist power struggle - but all the headline s wer e concentrated on 

t he fle eing foreigners and the Royal Yacht Britann i a o We ' ve had 

raci st South Africa which sur roun ds little Lesotho completely 

impo s ing an economic squeeze which finally broke Chief Jonathan ' s 

governmen t , while t he ' free world ' stood back and watched. And we 

are still into the extraordinary spectacle of t he ' most powerful 
and 

nation on earth ', the leader/m.fxtk• guardian of estern democracy , 

planti ng its gunboats and aircraft on t he edge of Libya and behaving 

like any powerful international bully-boy from the darkest pages of 

human history o Surely there were and are ways of get ting at Gaddafi 

withou t flouting every principle of c i vili s ed behavi our an d i n t er­

national l aw o Bullying is bullying and terrori s ing is terrorising, 

who ever doe s ito But back to Uganda and what I see as a srr all ray 

of hope ou t of the heart of frica o Yoweri Museven i, whose forc es 

are now reported i n control of both Kampala , the seat of governm-ent , 

and J i nja , the source of t he nation ' s hydroelectric power , seems 

to be a very different kind of man from those who have misruled 
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and gros sly abused that very beautiful and r i ch country over the 

past quarter of a centuryo He began his Na tional Resis t an ce Movement 

when it bec ame clear that Milton Obote ha d learned nothing from his 

years of exile in Tan zan i a . u s even i himself had been in T nzania 

and reports are t hat Julius Nyerere was impressed with the young man 

who is now only forty o So when Obote,e resume ~ oad ways Museveni 

and his colleagues began t heir movemen t in the r estern part of the 

country . They worked co-operatively with the people am ong whom they 

were o They set up parti cipatory forms of loval self-government and 

built up their resistance army to defend t he ter ritory t hey controlled 

The army was highly disciplined and worked on t h e l and with t he people 

and did not loot or rob or r ape o So while t he r est of Uganda remained 
state 

in a/ x2ax of near- chao s the villages in western Uganda bec ame stable 

and flourishing communitieso And it was this living example of 

f l ourishing s t abi lity and an army t ha t was friend and protector rather 

than terrorising predator, which a t tracted t he widening suppor t 

which l ed , finally , this weekend , to the victories at Kampala and 

J injao ~o what make s this a ray of hope? First , that Museveni and 

his fr ien ds built up a popular mov ement which cut acro s s tribal and 

ethnic differ ences, in much the sam e way that Nyerere did when he 

l aun ched his movement i n the 1950s o Second , because their army is 

the antithesis of all Ugan da ' s previous armies during and s ince 

coloniali sm . An d third , t eir objectiv e i s not simply to grab power 

fDr its own sake , bu t r ather t o use it , f or t he whole country , in 
wes tern 

the same way t ha t t hey u sed power in t hose/areas t hey contro lled 

while waging the i r war . And Yoweri Mu seven i i s the l eader , not t he 

di ctator of t his movement : there are others , equally bright and 

skilled and dedi cated. '.£'here is no gUfantee that t4~y JV\ll _ suc cee d , 
or even be al l owed to o But at least there is new hdpe[ Goodl'li gh t o 
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NEWS CO:MMEN TARY 

The Poli tics of 
Double- Talk & Double- Think 

For broadcast on Friday 
January 24 , 1986 , 6ol0p om 

Good evening: That sordid and disraputable di sr uption by elements 

of the Na t i on alist Patriotic Movement of Monday ' s meeting of the 

Combin ed Parent Teacher s Ass ociati on has had some very i nteresting 

consequenceso The most welcome of these was the JLP ' s prompt and 

forthright r epudiation of that parti cular hool igan element of its 

supporter s ., e l come , too , is the report t hat t ose who were 

responsible have been identified an d that disciplinary action will 

be taken against them o I think credibility requires that the 

public be informed of the form of that disciplinary action and l 

dJ 
when it is taken o I personally continue to be lieve that all ' convicte 

political hooligans , of whatever party stripe , should be expell ed 

from the party concerned and not be admi tted to membershi p by any 

other party o Such action would strike a strong bl ow agai nst political 

hooliganism o The trouble is that key elements in our poli t ical 

culture have a vested interewt in I, ' go on squads' , especially at 

run- up, to e l ections o Still 9 this week ' s JLP reacti on was welcome o 

And , of course , Mr o Bruce Golding and the others were r ight when 

t ey ac cu s e d Mr ., Michael Manley of seeking t o score • political po ints' 

out of the;!iitiant 0 The f ct is tha t there were political po i n ts t o 
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score; without that action of the Nationalist Patriotic Movement 

there would have been no politica l points to score . And describing 
.. , 

Mr o Manle·y • s reaction as "cheap and tra.shy" and as "cheap politicking 

are in themselves attempts at political point-scoringo All 

poli ticia.ns are involved in poli ticalt poin t- scoring : but each would 

like to make i t appear that only t he other side is guilty of trying 

to score points o e have , for instance , recently h~d the strange 

business of a politician whose party forms the government , roundly 

denouncing the activities of a politician whose party is seeking 

power o The activities of the 1·out' politician concerned the state 
and of water 

of the roads/and the health s ervices in his I,arish .. The ' in ' 

poli ti cian brushed it all aside as being "politically motivated" o 

What are we at , where are we going , when one politician denounces 

the activities of another politician as "politically motivated"? 

Strike s are "politically motivated" , so are demonstrations and 

protests o We have had two gas price demonstrations in recent 

memory: on e in January of 1979, when the PNP was in power; the 

other in J anuary , 1985, under the present governmento The one in 

1979 was under the guidance and control of t he Nationalist Patriotic 

Movement; the 1985 one had no such clearcut control but PNP activists 

were assumed to he involved; the 1979 one was t h e more highly 

organised ~ But the signifi c ant difference was the extent to 

which the 1979 protest was generally accepted as genuine economic 

~potest ; but the 1985 one , with its much higher price increase , was 
ever 

denoun ced as "politically motivated ''o Wha t/I do is pa.trio i c and i 

the national interest : if you object to it , or dis~gree with it, 
t\:'.~~lc? 

it is because you are J "politically motivated" 9 which l s -\dp • the 

argument~ deflect1 attention from ~ sue i: j<-Tf ia is a dangerous 
form of double-talk and double-think • ~ e~½A-., · Goodnight 0 
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Health , Education, and the Pol itics 
of Fairrie s s, Justice and Peace 

NEWS COMl\lIEN TARY 
For broadca s t on Monday 
January 20 9 1986 , 6 ol 0p . mo 

Good evening: After the Mini s ter of the Public Service made his 

of fic i al broadcast t o the nation on Friday night t he Jamaica 

Teachers Association accused t he Minister of ''misleading the 

nation with inaccuracies" and demanded equal nation - wide radio 

and televi sion time to reply to hi s statemento Now , if the govern­

ment ' s recently announced Broadcas tin g Commi s sion had already been 

established the Jan1ai ca Te achers Associat ion would have been able 

to apply to that Commi s sion for equal t i me to counter what the 
had 

Mini s ter/saido And that Commi s sion , on the merits of the J TA's 

argument , would have had t o or der t hat equal time: the teachers 
prime-time 

would have had the same total/coverage to make t he ir rebuttal o Was 

not t hat t he declared in t en t ion? Inde ed, the Pr ime Minister ' s state­

ment in tro ducing the Bill in Parli ament specifically mentioned "any 

inaccuracies broqdcast over t he electronic media" o There i s a sayin g 

that the pro6f of the pudding is in the eati ng : so i f accur acj~ and 

a curb on political gia s are the true motives for wanting the 

Commi s sion , prove it by a ffo rding the J TA 'equal ti~e • o Or are the 

principles behin d the idea of the Commi s sion only for a time when 

the pr esent government becomes t he Opposition? How committed are you 

really t o the fai r ness do ci;rine? We wait to see ., And whil e we wait 
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the key social services - health and education - seem on a steady 

downward path because public policy affords them no special 

priority, ·and an insensitive adminis tration appears more involved 

in concerns other than the basic needs of the people o The balancing 

of books is very importan t of course; but i s it really more important 

t han the balancing of the hee.l th and the schooling of the people? 

And who decides t h ese priorities? And by whose authorit7? I am 

not surprised that the hardliners in the ruling party were so 

angered by what Archbishop Carter s aid at that Prayer breakfast 

last Thurs day morningo He was not bland and ' even- ganded' as 

between what is right and what i s wrongo He spoke hard truths but 

spoke them with love and concern , especially for the poor and the 

down- pressed , which is the business of the true Chri s tian and the 

good shepherd . He said: •• Too many of our people feel they are doomed 

to passive existence with all evil and good , taxes and food coming 

fr om outside , from higher up o History and much of the present 

political economy have encouraged this posture o No development pl an 

can succeed in this contexto" That , like it or not , is t he hard 

t r u th of our si tuati ono Blurring that truth , glossing over it , 

pretending things are better than they are , will only deepen thi s 

terrible mood of passive existence . Better to face it and shake 

ourselves out of t he passivity and regain our faith in ourselves 

and in our capacity to shape our own destiny. And we a.re not going 

to do that on a diet of bland and essentially fraudulent shows of 
face-card 
a/unity to which we are not realy commi ttedo For true unity to come 

about there must be fairness and trust in word and deed; promises 

must be honouredo And the pre- condition for true peace is justice , 

justice for everybody , not 

pQlitical persuasion o That 

just for one _p oup or one side or one 
\-U ~(.,,.Jlv,d_ fl ~-

was ~ ch bishop Carter' s message . Goo dnight 
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on 
Spotlight /oo Our Collapsing Social Services 

NEWS COMlVIEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
J anuary 17, 1986 , 6ol0p.m 

Good evening : What a strange and terrible and traumatic wee+ his 

has turned out to beo It began on Monday with the start of the 

teachers ' protest action which crippled education nation - wide , and 

which rapidly turned into a national outpouring of support for 
pay and 

better/conditions for the nation ' s teachers o The sorry li t tle 

attempt to try and discredit t he teachers and brand them ' confront­

ationist' quickly collapsed in face of the almost universal public 

support of t heir cause o The menacing busines s of ' taking names' 

only added a tinge of anger to t he public moo do So it was self­

in t eres ted good sen s e to back off on t hat promi s ed Thursday night 

broadcast to t he na t ion , delay it for a day and perhaps rewrite 

it in more conciliatory terms for deli very tonigh t o ' e mu s t hope 
a 

t hat tonight ' s statement wi ll contain/ practical new negotiating 

of fer to the te achers. An ything l ess will jus t deepen the national 

anger becau s e i t will tell us t hat t he very sharp and very clear 

me ssage, in which even the weather seemed to parti cipate , has be en 

dismi ssed. An that would be disastrous . Then 9 on edn e ~dey , in the 
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midst of the teachers ' protest action , Dr ., Ken McNeil , in a 

letter to the Gleaner 9 detonated the first shock-bomb i what can 

now be fai~ly described as th4 attempted cover- up of the terrible 

mess in our health services o Dr o Mc eil , himself a former Minister 

of Heal th , and a man of impeccable and international reputation and 

integrity , s •t out for us in careful detail the facts about the 

Kingston Public Hospital's radiotherapy facilities about which we 

had heard through the firing and re-hiring and re- firing of the 

highly respected Dr o Vernon Spence o What Dr . McNeil wrote shed 

startling new light on the decline in our health service and reminded 

us , too , that there was a time when our social services continued 

un i nterrupted and were not dislocated because of elections or 

changes of government . A Minister of Health , PoN oPo or J . L. P. - and 

indeed this was true of Education too would continue with the polio 

-ies of his predec essor, with only minor changes and adjustments ., 

So McNei l built on what Eldermire had left just as Glasspole built on 

what Edwin Allen had l efto And our social service s were the better 

for the continuityo Now , they pull down in order to start from scrat ~ 

with new names a.nd new images to feed their own small egos ., And we 

are seeing and suffering the resul t o Anyway , hard on Dr 9 McNeil ' s 

letter came that bomb-shell from the Medical Association of Jamaica -

t he organisation of the nation ' s most senior doctors o You h ve heard 

and read and seen what they have to sayo It is a stlbry of chaos 

and colle.pse which make s all the talk about ' rationali sation ' and 

structural adjustment to deliver more efficient and effecti ve 

quality health care , sound like hollow deception o We pay more taxes 
ti\. ~ 

l than we •ve ever paid before o So how did we get l~d into this mess? 9 
~ ~SiC fJ. 

Where has all the Lmoney gone if not to provide Lservices for the peop~ 

~ervices for the people , from the peopl~11 taxes , is what government 
18 all about . ~ ~: i s secondaryo Goodnight. 

UWI L
IBRARIES



NEWS COMMENTARY 

The Deepening Crisis in 
J amaican Educ a tion 

For bro a dcast on Monday 
January 13 , 1986 , 6ol0pom 

• 

Good evening: J amaica's teachers , Islandwide , today began a new 

round of carefully modulated protest action in their long effort 

to get decent living wages and tolerable working conditionso As 

far as I unders t and it , the teachers will , at least in the first 

phase of this new round of action , act strictly within the terms 

and condition s of t heir employmento For instance , teachers are 

entitled to ten days of casual leave every year. So if a suffie ient 

number of teachers were to decide to take two or three days of 
seriously 

casual leave at the same time they could/Ma«~~ disrupt the system 

without t aking industrial action and without bre aching any agree­

men ts . And if this is all t hat the teachers are doing in these early 

days then they are not withdrawing their servi ce and any threat of 

"lo s s of pay 11 is hollow bullyism o I am sor ry and I am disappointed 

t hat this threat of ' lo ss of pay' was the government ' s only answer 

to what is clearly a desper ate effor t by the nation ' s t eachers to 

get justiceo The nation ' s teachers have been more than pati ent : 

t hey have reasoned , t hey have ple a ded and they have accepted s t all 

after s tall aft er stallo And still , in the face of what comes acro s s 

as an arrogant and dismi ssive government a ttitude , they are acti ng 

with more restraint t han t his nation has any right to expect from 

UWI L
IBRARIES



2 

mts teacherso And you know something, I think the J amaican society 9 

the J amaican community as a whole, must share t he blame for t hi s 

deepening crisisin our educationo To be fair , I stiilil remember the 

enthusiasm with which most Jamaicans welcomed t he Education Tax, 

which was suppo s ed to be u s ed to give our tea chers a better breako 

But when that tax was put to other uses, what did we do? Not a 

thingo There were one or two voices of mild protest : but there was 

no bitter uproar, no firm in si stance that t he tax be used for what 

was its declared intention in the first pla ceo In this sense , we, 

all Jamaicans , are accomplices in the disgracefully shabby deal 

this nation i s han ding out to its teacherso We pay lip- s ervice to 

the importance of our teachers because we all know the key role of 

education in t he fashioning of a nation and a people who a.re literate 

well-informed , able to make goo d judgements and wise choiceso Thi s 

is what we are committed to, so we are committe d to education . But 

somehow , we have of late reached , or been conned, into a point of 

thinking that education, the process, is separate and apart from 

the te acher , t he person who makes the proce s s worko Well 9 I have 

news for you: you can • structurally adjust' your education upwards 

or aownward or si deways and it will come to nothing wit~out ~ ps 

of good and dedica ted an d c ommi tte d teachers: with~~ educati on 

j_s :s k•ic So I hope that all t he influences in the commut'ity: 
employers 

churches , unions,/political parties, civic groups , will, this time 

around, tell lllhe government in no uncertain terms that it is the 

government ' s attitude in this matter that is wrong , not t hat of the 

teachers; an d that it is the government t hat must yield in thtm 

matter, not the teachers 0 If we do not do this now the exodus from 

t he clas sroom s wi ll grow faster and Jamaican education will 

degenerate further and furthe r and the na tion will be the lo s er o 
Goo dnighto 
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• 
The New Round of Taxes 

NEWS COIVIMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Fr i day 
January 10 , 1986 , 6 ol 0p om 

Good even i ng: The new round of taxes which were ai>nounced by ty:e 

Prime Minister this week is not the full package of taxes for the 

yearo It is , Mr o Seaga told Par l i ament , ' a significant part' of 

that full tax package which would normally be i n troduced l a ter 

this yeaf • So , t here may yet be more to come o But people are 

already so very angry about a spect s of this l a test round , that 

one is forced to wonder: what next? The tax t hat seems to have 

provoked t he most widespread ini t ial sense of outrage is the one 

whi ch forces all of us who are motorists to buy a new set of licence 

plates for $250. Thi s one is not goi ng to hurt the rich , or even 

tho se in the mi ddle; but it is going to play hell with the vast 

number of peo ple who can only keep t heir ' struggler ' cars on the 

roa d with the greatest effort and sacrifice . The of fice worker in 

Portmore and the skilled arti san in the h i lls of Sto Andrew who 

drive into Kings ton to work are going t o be hard- pushed to find 

th~t extra $250 for something t hey do not want , do not need , and 

see no wense to other than that the government i s strapped for casho 

The government has dive s ted itself of t he responsibility of providing 
publi c 

a decent/tran sport system; no w it is making it unnece ssarily har d 

fo r t he poor t o hold on t o t heir own l i t t l e pri va te t r an sport , i s 
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how one very angry driver put ito The other import~n t consumer 
, it seems , 

a s pect of this latest round of taxes which/has not yet penetrated 

t he public mind properly , is the almos t inevitable increase in 
exemptiom from 

price on all those basic commodi t ies ' in common daily uset when/ 

Customs , Consumption , and Stamp Duties are r emoved from the 

Jamaica Commodity Trading Company o When the JCJl1C has to pay all 

t hese Duties and still break- even or make a profit , it will be 

for ced to increase the prices on all t he things it brings into the 

country and which i s then sold to t h e consumer . Think of the list: 

most imported basic food l' most of your medicines and drugs , car s 

and other things o The Customs , Consumption and Stamp Duties on 

all t hese will now have to be worked into t h e price that you and I , 

the ordin ary consumers , are going to be charged for what ever we 

buyo r,:any who need dr ugs are not going to be able to afford these 

drugs ; some are going t o cut down on t he amount they should use 

and do seri ous damage t o an alrea dy poor physical conditi on o And 

many are si~~ l going to eat less bec au se they cannot afford all 
t 

t he food t hef n ed~ Polite words for this are ' undernourishment ' or 

' malnutrition ': the brutal fact is a slow starving of the body of 

s ome of the key things i t needs if it is to grow strong an d remain 

he althf It i s t he young who suffer most when there is not enough 

of the righ t fo od t o nourish body and mind . And this parti cular 

form of suffering i s long-term : you see it in t he stunted body ; 

and in the physical and mental weakness when the u~ erfed child 

becomes an a dult . Bec au s e we h av e a l ways known this , we have , up 

to now a s a society , inve s ted in our children by feeding t hem a s 

well as possi ble and schooli ng them a s well as po ssible o Now we 

mu s t fe ar for our ch ildren . For me , personally , this is t he most 

pain f ul a s pec t of what is happening in Jamai ca to day 0 Doodni ght 
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The U. So-Libyan Standoff: 
A Dangerous Power-play 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
J·anuary 6 , 1986 , 6ol0pom 

Good evening : If t here i s a third world war , it will almost 

certainly end up a s a nuclear war , no mat ter how it startedo And 

such a war 9 if it came, will r adically change the world , even if 

not all of mankind is destroyed o And over this past weekend the 

world saw a case-study of how such a war could be brought about , 

almost by accident and wi thout intent. Con sider t he sequence ofJthe 

facts . On December 27, 1985 , two days after Christmas, j;wwo sets 

of terrorists (or freedom fighters depending on who you are and 

what your per spective) simultaneously attacked the in t ernational 

airpor ts i n Rome , Italy and Vienna , Austriao Almost a score of 

people were killed and many more were injure do The targets had 

been the Israeli ckeck-in coun ter s at t hese airports . The victim s 

were mostly non~Israelis ,. And , ironically , both Aus tria and Italy 

are western countries whose governments are known supporters of 
were 

the Palestinian cause o '.l'he shock and t he outrage/zrz:x strong an d 

wide spread , and leaders in the Un ited States and I srael talked 

strongly about hunting down t he terrorists , no matter where t hey 

f-wer e , and punishing them for their crimes . At fir s t Yasser Ara1 fat ' s 
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PLO was blamed for t he outrage; but later blame was shifted to 

Arafat ' s bitter rival , Abu Nidal , who is said to be based in Libya o 

Libya ' s leader , Muam.mar Gaddafi, has long been the emb lliment in 

hmµan form of everything evil and ugly and dangerous and terror i st 
-'tc;. the perceived 

as far as the U. S . Administration ~ concerned o So/ .tlut.t fact that 

that Abu Nidal had masterminded the two airport attacks , and was 

reported to be i n Libya , led t o the conclusion that Gaddafi was 

behind the attacks o And so Gaddafi had to be dealt with: preferably, 
as 

Gaddafi had to be • taken out ' wax quickly and surgically as possibl:e. 

A propaganda campaign was stepped up o America ' s friends all over the 

world were called to rally against terrorism by supporting the 

' taking out • of Gaddafi o They had , after a l l , done a.s neat a job 

against that small bunch of leftwing extremists in Grenada: all 

t hat was needed \ as for the moderate Arab states to i;ff;\ around 

as did the moderate Caribbean s tates o So an aircr~ft carrier loaded 
was 

with bombers/w«x« sent steaming toward Libyao Bu t the moderate 

Arab leaders , most of whom feared and detested Gaddafi as much as 

the U. S . admin i s tr a ti on , knew that ' ta.king out Gaddafi ' with them 

as American surrogates , would mean an uncontrollable Mi ddle Eastern 

explosion which would , step-by-step , suck in the rest of the worldo 

They knew , as the .Ameri can s should have known , that the only way 

to'take out ' Gaddafi without such an explosion would be as a purely 

Arab affair without any superpower ~nvolvement , be it overt or 

covert o In this sense , the modera te Arabs and the much more 

politi cally sophisticated Europeans c an be said to have saved the 

.Americans from themselves . I don ' t think the .Americans wanted to , 

or want , to set off a chain of events that will lead to generalised 

war in any part of the world , which will in turn lead to global 

nuclear war . The danger is of their miscalculating. Goodnight 0 
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1986 - .An Uneasy Beginning 

NEWS COMlY ENT.ARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
January 3, 1986 ., 6 ol0p om 

Good evening: Tbe New Year - now t hree days old - has started on 

a most unee.sy note. For the first time , as far back as I can 

remember , we have had no New Year me ssage s from either our Head of 

State or our Head of Governmento Why? We know that the Pri me Mini s t er 

is not well; but surely 9 s ome one else , the Deputy Pri me Minister or 

some o t her senior Government Minis ter 9 could have read the Prime 

Minister ' s New Year message for him .. That message , traditionally , is 

a f t er all more than jus t one man ' s good wishe s to the nation . It is 
an i mportant 

that , of course , but it is also ~ politi cal perspective of how the 

government sees the year ahead 9 and how it wants the nation to respond 

to the challenges and the issues of the year ahead .. It is , i ri short , 

a pointer and a gui de- po s t f or the year ahead .. Vi thout it , we start 

t he year without any official in dica t ion from the na tion' s principal 

elected of fic i al of the way aheado Similarly , the Head of State,. the 

person who i s t he embmdimen t of t he nati on , the symbol of national 

untty above party or class or creed or colour usually speaks for and 

to t he national spiri t, i nspiring it for t he efforts of the year ahead . 

So why the s ilence this New Year? I thi nk it is cause for unease 
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tha t 
/aka the two most highly placed public officials in the land had 

imagine 
no messages for Jalliaicans at the start of the New Year o Just/tki Hk 

Rf the British ionarch or the British Prime Minister , or the American 

President (who embodies both offices) not issuing a New Year 

message , for any reason 9 and you get an i dea of both the symbolic 

and political importance of an apparently min or act o So the British 

Monarchs and Prime lV1inisters and American Presidents have never 
to deliver or send and they have never 

failed,( m.XXJJal.XX;llWIJUi +:x their New Year messages ; / ru: postponed them o 

So what gives with us? And then , to add to the sense of unease 

there was that J\Ix.a:xx«at.Ja: "risk report" by a,f U. S. firm of consultants 
the guidanc e of 

who provide their New Year predi c t i ons for/big American i nvestors 
say 

and businesses o They/~x:tuiirltui that Jamaica " shows a poten t ial for 

turmoil " i n 1986 0 And no matter what we do about i t , that prediction 

is bound to hurt us o It was not a case of ' negaLiVe reporting' by 
foreign 

some/journalist , so even if Cable Networ k News , which pi cked up the 

report , were to drop it or contradict it by a i.a ter and mor e favour­

able report , the bus iness people who subscribe t o the consultancy 
The party i n opposition then 

firm are not likely to be impressed o/ WK began this business of 

ge tting the foreign press to spotligh t our pDobl ems in the 197Os ; 
back , and them , 

it ha s now come/to haunt u s/in the 198Os - which makes for another 

stumbling block ahead of us o These are some of the r ealities with 

which we enter the New Year., There is some optimistic talk about 

t he ec onomy in 1986 0 I hope it t urns out to be more than talk , this 

time around o But we h ad similar talk at the start of 1984 and at 

the start of 198 5 so most people tend to take this new upbeat talk 

with a pin ch of s el to They want to see s ome action firs t o And , above 

all , the need for leadership now i s urgent . In times of troubl e 
see and 

when things are rough , people want to/hear from t heir leaders; they 

want to know what ' s happening an d why 0 Goodnight0 
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