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M. Evans and Company 
230 EAST 50th STREET 

NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 

Plaza 3-6186 

Yu- . Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills Post Office 
St. Andrew, Jamaica 
West Indies 

Dear Mr . Abrahams: 

May 10, 1960 

As a free lance editorial organization we have for some time been working 
with The Curtis Publishing Company and HOLIDAY in developing book projects 
based on the articles and photographs which have been published in HOLIDAY 
over the years. Several are in various stages of work at the moment. 

One handsome prestige book that we have in preparation is tentatively 
called HOLIDAY'S Portrait of the World which will be published next year 
by Golden Press. It will be a big book, HOLIDAY size, and we plan to 
include in it excerpts from the most distinguished articles that HOLIDAY 
has run on the peopes and places of the world, and, of course , with a 
generous sampling of photographs illustrating the pieces. We expect that 
the text will run to about 250,000 words and that the book will be close to 
400 pages long, depending in good part on the amount of illustrative material 
that is used. 

Since the scope of the book is the whole world, we cannot use the longer 
pieces in their entirety. But at the direction of the editors of HOLIDAY 
we have condensed them not in the usual way -- taking short bits and pieces 
here arid there. Instead, we have taken each piece as it appeared and have 
selected two or three substantial segments which fairly represent the tone 
and style of the whole . The segments which we have chosen will be used in 
their proper sequence and in no case will there be more than two breaks 
between the beginning and the end of the article . In other words, we have 
made no word changes. We have, because of the limitations of space, been 
forced to drop sections from the articles, but what we use will be precisely 
what appeared in the magazine. 

Finding a fair method of payment for the material has posed some problems. 
After a good deal of discussion with the editors at HOLIDAY and with the people 
at Curtis, we agreed that the only feasible method was to set a fixed rate per 
word rather than a fee per article for this reprint use of the material. It 
seems only right that when we use larger sections of a piece we should pay more 
than we do for the shorter ones. The maximum rate has been set at five cents 
per word . Although there may be changes when we come down to final layout, we 
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Mr . Peter Abrahams May 10, 1960 

tentatively plan to use 4300 words from your article , The Blacks , which 
appeared in the April 1959 issue . This would, of course , amount to 
$215.oo . It is understood that this fee is in payment of the right to 
use the selection in this book in the English language and transl ation 
throughout the worl d. I t is also understood that such permission is 
for non-exc l usive use , and all other book rights remain your property. 

If this arrangement is agreeable to you, will you please sign the 
enclosed carbon for our files . We will send you our check for the full 
amount on or before publication which is schedul ed for mid-1961. 

ME/bk 
Encl. 

Permission Granted 

Sincerely yours , 

-~.LF~ 
Melvin Evans 
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M. Evans and Company 
230 EAST 50th STREET 

NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 

Plaza 3-6186 

Mt. Pet.er .lbrahama 
Coyaba 
Red Hille Poat Office 
St .. Andrew, Jamaica 
West Indie• 

Dear Mr. Abl'abaus 

Mq lO, 1960 

la a f'Ne loce editorial organisation we haw tor some tme been working 
with The Curt1a Publisb.il\g ·Coltlpan.y and HOLIDAY in de't'eloplng book p:rojecta 
'baaed on the anicles and photographs which haft been publiahed in HOLIDAY 
O'ftr the 79ara. &rferal are in various •t.c•• of work at the IIOll8Dt. 

One handsome preetige book that we haw in preparation 1• tentat1n:1T 
called BOLinlY1S Portrait ot the World which will be published next year 
by Goldin Prisa. It vl11 '6i a big book, HOLIDlY aise, and ve plan to 
include 1n it exceJ"pta trca the moat dietinguiahed art1clae that HOLIDAY 
has run on the peoplH and place■ of the world, and, ot com-•, with a 
g4tMro\la aapling ot photograph• illutrating the pieo••• We expect that 
the tat will l"Un to about 250,000 word• and that th• book will 1)e close to 
400 pages lq, depending 1n good part,. on tu UO\Ult ot illunntin uterial 
that 1e used. 

. Since the scope ot the book is the whole world, w cannot uee the longer 
pieces in their entil'et7. Bat at the <Unction of the editors of HOLIDAY 
we haft condensed tha 110t in the usual wq -- tak1ng abort bita and pieces 
here and there. Inatead, • ban taken each piece as it appeared and haw 
Nlected two or three substantial •pents which fairl.1' :Npreaent the tone 
and st7le of the Whole. The •cmente which we haft chosen will be used in 
their proper sequence and 1n no ease 1dll there be more than two breaks 
between the beglnn1ng and the end of the u-tiole. In other words, ve haft 

• •de no ward obengee. We ban, becauae ot th• limitatlona of space, been 
toroed to drop seetiou from the articles, but what we uae w1ll be prec1N:l1' 
What appeared 1n the uguine. 

~nd1ng a tair 11ethod of pqment tor the uterial hu posed IIOll8 problems. 
After a good deal of diecueaion with the editor■ at HOLIDAY and with the people 
at cvt1s, we agreed that the, on]F teaaible Mthod wu to set a tia4 rate per 
word rather than a tee per article tor this reprint use ot the material. It 
aeeu onl1' right that when w ue larger Notion■ ot a piece we ahoald pq aore 
than we do tor tJw ·shorter onea. The ma:d.lml rate bu been set at lift cents 
per word. Although there may be changes when ve coae down to ftnal lay'Out, we 
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Mr. Peter .A.brahau Mq 10, l96o 

tentatiTe)1' plan to uae 4300 words frOJR your article, The Blacks, which 
appeared in the April 19$9 isaue. Thia would, of cour•• uount to 
$215 .. oo. It is underetood that thi• tee 1• in papent of th• right to 
use the selection in th11 book in the Inglish languge aJld tranalation 
throughout the world. It is aleo understood that such pendaaion ie 
tor non-exclueiTe uae, and all other book rights remain your property. 

It this arrangement is agreeable to 70\1, will J'OU please sign the 
enclosed ca.-bon tor our files. We will send you our check tor the full 
amount on or before publication which is acheduled tor tdd-1961. 

Sincereq 70ura, 

~~~~ 
Meln.ri EYans 

ME/bk 
Encl. 

Periiileaion Granted 
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MASKEW MILLER 
LONGMAN 

~n Education oompany 

Maskew Miller Longman (Pty) Limited 
P O Box 396, Cape Town, 8000, South Africa 
Howard Drive, Pinelands, 7405, South Africa 

Reg. No. 04/02625/0 7 

T.t + 27 (21) 531-nSO; Fu (Orders • Ace.) 531404Q; (Editorial) 531 • 7236; (Sales & Merketing) 531 -0716; !Production) 531-6850: c•ma/1 i;,osimasterO mml.co.2a 

ATTENTION: Curtis Brown Publishers (Permissions - Janice Swanson) 

Fax: 0944 171 396 0110 

From: Pat Swanepoel (Fax: 027 21 531 7236) 

12 November 1999 

Ref: A W£12/ks 

Copyright Request: 

Maskew MH/er Longman is currently preparing a new textbook, Advance with 
English, for publication. The book is intended for use by /earners in Grade 12 
throughout South Africa. On behalf of the authors, we hereby request permission 
to reproduce the following material in the book_· 

A short extract from "A WREATH FOR UDOMO", by Peter Abrahams, 
published by Faber & Faber in 1956. Their permissions department referred 
us to your firm. 

There will be an initial printrun of 5000 copies, with an extent of 224 pages. We 
require English language rights and distribution rights for South Africa only the 
estimated selling price of the book will be R54. 95. The proposed publication 
date is December 1999 .. 

Lookin forward to hearing from you 

Pat anepoel 
PERMISSIONS/COPYRIGHTS © 
£-maif: pat@mml.co.za 

Addh;on Wesley, Longman, Prentiee Hall, SACHED Books, Project i.iteracy, Ladybird Books, Financial Timas Management, PhumelP.la 

Olrecton;; F, oaaa (Cel), .-.. M. Cobum, s. Cowling', L. Mabanll~, A. Martin', T. D. Moolm~", J. Penrose'. 
J, 0, Plenur, N. Portwood" , G . Utian, C. A. Vemvadali&. Dr F. van Zyl Slatllleft (Alt'. K. Shubane) [Bfltl::ti·, USA'] 
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I GRJ,DE 12 • UNir 12 8/2/9 9 

People and progress 

Reading 

This thing called progress (Part 1) 
Since the independence of Ghana in 1960, political leadets in post-colonial Africa often 
face a dilemma: whether or not to retain the use of white expertise for the sake of 
progress and run the risk of alienating African grassroots support. The novelist Peter 
Abrahams addresses this tension in his fascinating novel~ A Wreath for Udomo. Read 
the exttact that follows. • 

seUna ls angiy, very angry. So is Adebhoy. Selina was the main political force that 
overthrew the White colonial regime and put Udomo in the position of Prime Minister 
of an imaginary country in Africa. 

In his new position as leader of a newly independent country, Udomo now has to 
make some very difficult political choices: risk ~cio-economic progress by alienating 
the former white rulers by Afiicanisation, or risk modernisation by favouring traditional 
Afrkan ways. Udomo is on the horns of a dilemma about 'this thing called progzess' in 
the wake of a revolution. 

You hove betrayed us.' Selino said quietly. 
Udomo's eyes shifted to Adebhoy's facl'! . 
That your opinion loo, Adea' 
'We are ogreed,' Selina said. 'That's why we are here together.' 
'That so, Ade?' 
'Yes. You've betrayed us.' Adebhoy's eyes were cold ond sombre. 
'I ~e . . . You soy UYou hove betrayed us" W hom do you mean by "us•? And whot is the nature 
of my betrayal?' 
Selina's eyes flickered . 
'So you would ploy lhe white man's game w ith us . . .' 
'No, Selino. You accuse me. I wont lo understand the accusation . That's all .' 
'All right, Udomo; I w ill tell you! You ask who we ore whorn you have betrayed You have 
betrayed me. · The hinl of passion left her voice: she spoke coldly, impersonally. 'You have 
be1royed me. ' I mode you Prime Min ister and you hove betrayed me. You know what you were 
when yoo came 1o me ol the market that doy eight years and more ago. You ore Prime Minister 
now because I did not turn you away then.' 
'How hove I betrayed yov?' r;i$ked Udomo. 
'You osk that?' 
'I do. I wont lo know.' 
'Don 't !real me as o child, Udomo!' 
'The mon who is accused hos o right to know.' 
'There are more white people in our land now thon there were when the British ruled.' 
'Because we need tnern, need their skil ls.' 
'Whot of your promise tho! 1he land would be free of their rulea· interposed Adebhoy. 
'They don't rule . We rule. You know ihot, Ade.' 
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Unit 12 

'I'm not sure of that any more,' Adebhoy soid. 'Sure we're the Ministers. 
The Cabinet's ours. We sign !he lows. Bui while men run all the big lndustrialisotion and construe· 
tion projects. They control us with !heir money, and you know it. Tho t's why you hove to shut your 
eyes to their clubs for whites only. Everywhere in the lend, in fadories, on building and construc­
tion projects, where roods are being rnode, whites give lhe orders and blocks do the work ... ' 
'Like in Mhendi's land,' Selina said. 
'And how much money goes out of the country in dividends for whites?' demanded Adebhoy. 'You 
never talk about thot, hom&-boy; not even to your colleagues in 1he Cabinet. Why?' 
'Ask rne thot at a Cobinet meeting, Ade, ond I'll tell you.' • :· 
'So I cannot be trusted ,' Sel ina said. 
Udomo fought off o wave cl utter weariness. 

Questions 
1 In a sentence, explain what Selina and Adebhoy are accusing 

Udomo of? 
2 How does 'Udomo defend himself against the accusation? 
3 In what way(s) could 'Udomo's 'utter weariness' (line 00) influ­

ence bis attitude towards any further accusations from Selina 
and Adebhoy? 

Now read on: 

This thing called progress (Part 2) 
'Who! else hove yoo against me? Asked Udomo. 
'You will not onswer us?' Selina said. 
'You didn 't come here to heor me. You come to tell me.' 
'You ore very c:onfident. Udomo. ' 
'No, Selino; not confidenL I understand you, tha;'s oil.' 
'And you wi ll not defend yourself?' 
'Against whot? Agoinst building hospitals: against fighting lgnoronce ond superstition?' • 
Selina rose. Adebhoy did so too. The years hod mode her more gaunt end wiry, hod mode her 
dork face_more mosklike. 
'You will not get rid of the whit~~• she said. 
'Not till I'm reody.' 
'And you ore delermined lo destroy our ways?' 
'Those thol interfere with our progress : yes.' 
s~lina moved obo..,1 the room. 
You're dangerous. Udomo thought; dangerous but lole, my friend. 
With her bock to him, Selina soid: 'What is it yov 're oft::r, Udomo?' 
He smiled. Would she understonde Could she understand? 
He made a slight move with his shoulders, as though shaking off something unpleosont. 
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People and progress 

'Whal do you think I'm afier? Hove I mode os much money oui of this as you • or Ade? 
You !ell me.· 
'You are destroying our ways, Udomo. The old ways ore dying at your hands. We were 
slow to see. We thought He knows whot he does. He's our man. So I said "let him be. 
Give him time. He's matching white cunning with block cunning." ' 
She turned lo him lhen. Her foce now blazed with bitter hatred. 'But you fooled me. You 
fooled Selina.' 
He turned lo Adebhay. '\.A/ell, Ade? Are you reolly o lribolis1~ You, a doclor? You'll !ose :f 
you fighl me, you know. You belong to tomorrow, mon; ·nol lo yesterday.' 
But he knew he was wrong. Adebhoy hod gone bock to the pas! of blood rilual ond 
anceslor worship. Reolly, Ade had olwoys been there; always a lying smile, like one of 
those old grimacing mosks from 1he posl. Never a person because the person doesn't mol­
ter ; just o unil in a group. Someone he'd never known becouse there hod been no person­
olity to know. He sighed. The weight of ti redness was making him slighrly dizzy. 
'All is said,' Selina said . 'Come. ' 
She paused in front of Udomo. Her eyes glittered. Then she spot. 
God, the price men paid for rhis thing called progress! 
He became aware of a steady, regular throb in the silent night. 
Drumbeats, soft and subdued . . , 

Questions 
1 What was the main purpose of the meeting between Udomo, 

Selina and Adebhoy? 
2 Which word in Selina's opening sentence in line 1 tells us that 

the meeting is unlikely to be a happy one? 
3 In line 00, Selina asks 'What is it you after, Udomo?' 

(a) How does Udomo interpret this question? 
(b) How does he answer it? 

4 In line 00, Udomo starts a counter-attack. 
(a)What does he accuse Adebhoy of being? 
(b) Briefly explain, in one sentence, what you understand by 
this. 

AIW:Two men and a 
woman (Nieerian) in 
a posh rBception 
room. 
Confrontation. 
Caption: 'You have 
betraysd u5' 

• (c;;) What reason does he suggest why Adebhoy will fail? 
5 'But he knew he was wrong.' (line 00) 

(a) What was he wrong about? 
(b) Why did he think he was wrong? 

6 What does Udomo hope to achieve by appealing to Adebhoy 
eac_h time Selina asks him a question? 

7 'God, the price men paid for this thing called progress.' In the 
text, this line is ambiguous. 
(a) What might it mean from Selina's point of view? 
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'.rhe Afric o.n ;.Vrit er s ' a nd Artis ts' Club 

in I ba dan, Ni geri o. . 
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MBA.RI is an .Afric an writers' and artists' club, which opened 

in Ibadan in July 1961. It is pl anning a monthly eight-page publication, 

the MM.RI NEWSLETTER, which will a i m to present up-to-dat e informo.tion 

about developments and trends in ld'ric ari art, literature a nd music. 

The publication will consist mainly of news items, photographs 
. . . . 

and short reviews _ in a ny fiel d relevant to the arts, wh ether on the 

African contine nt or a bout 'i~fric ens abro ad, such as:-

Cultura l conferences and cours es 

Art exhibitions 

New commissions 

New writers and b ooks 

Music and composers 

Drama. 

Films 

The publication will be s ent free of cha rge t o creo.tive artists, 

a.rt galleries, universiti es, cultural institutions, publishers and 

any oth er int er ested p ersons and institutions i n i.frica o.nd through­

out the world. 

The Editor is Mrs. Diana Speed, 

University College , 

Ibadan, Ni geria , 
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Mr. Sid Simpson 
Permissions Editor 

Septembe1 27, 1996 

McDougal Littel Inc/Houghton Mifflin 
P. O. Box lfi67 
Evanston, Illinois 60204 

U.S.A. 

Dear Mr. Simpson 

Faber & Faber are both my publishers 
and . .my business mAnagers so will you 
ple~se refer your request re TELL FREEDOM 
TO THEM. I rm sure you kn ow they have 
offices in both London and Boston. 

I note your rush deadline but your 
request only re a ched me on Monday 
of this week. 

Yours sincerely 

Pe 1;er Abr ahams UWI L
ibr
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jell Freedom, 
Memories of Africa 

by 

Peter Abrahams 
•• 

EV.t.i~~TC :~!. ?=::JL!;: Lif/~;,RY 

1703 ORRi~; c; ·;-o:: .WErlUE 
F'IANSTON, ILWiO!S 60201 

Alf red A. Knopf 

New York 

1969 
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Acknowledgment is hereby made for permission 
to reprint selections from: If We Musi Die by 
C laude McKay, published by Bookman As­
sociates, N ew York; "From the Dark Tower" 
from Copper Sun by Countee Cullen, copyright 
1927 by Harper & Brothers, used by permission 
of the publisher; "White Shadows" (the entire 
poem) by Langston Hughes, used by permission 
of the author; "Song of the Son" from Cane by 
Jean Toomer, published by Liveright Publishing 
Corporation, copyright renewed 1950 by J ean 
Toomer, used by permission of the publisher; 
"Wha t I Expected" from Poems 1934 by Stephen 
Spender, copyright 1934 by Modern Library, 
Inc., used by permission of Random House, Inc. 

r- -----------------------------------------------------, 
' ' : THIS IS A BORZOI BOOK : 
' ' : PUBLISHED DY ALFRED A. KNOPF, INC. : 

I ---- --- - ----- -- ----- --- - ----- - -------- ----- - - -- - - - --- : 

Copyright 1954 by Peter Abrahams. All rights 
reserved. No part of this book may be repro­
duced in any form without permission in writing 
from the publisher, except by a rev iewer who 
m ay quote brief passages in a review to be 
printed in a magazine or newspaper. Manu­
factured in the United States of America. 

L. C. catalog card 
number: 54---5266 

Published 

August 9, 195/J 

R eprinted three 

limes 

Fifth printing 

November, 1969 
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visi.!_ to the river. On Sundays there would be a small piece 
of m'ea~ vary the diet. Often there w 1ece of bread 
at midday to't8 the edge o • unger. Each day Aunt 

------Liza washed; ea~ig ell asleep while she ironed. I 
time I lost my--fear of Uncle Sa ' ilence. There was, o 

co~~ety; but the basic pattern of my ay~as as thi 
,·first day had been. - -

__,,__(_if: 

Wednesday was crackling day. On that day the children 

of the location made the long trek to Elsburg siding for the 
squares of pig's rind that passed for our daily meat. We 
collected a double lot of cow dung the day before; a double 
lot of moeroga. 

I finished my breakfast and washed up. Aunt Liza was at 
her washtub in the yard. A misty, sickly sun was just show­

ing. And on the open veld the frost lay thick and white on 

the grass. 
"Ready?" Aunt Liza called. 
I ,went out to her. She shook the soapsuds off her swollen 

hands and wiped them on her apron. She lifted the apron 
and put her hand through the slits of the many thin cotton 

dresses she wore. The dress nearest the skin was the one 

with the pocket. From this she pulled a sixpenny piece. She 
tied it in a knot in the corner of a bit of coloured cloth and 

handed it to me. 
"Take care of that .... Take the smaller piece of bread 

in the bin, but don't eat it till you start back. You can have 

a small piece of crackling with it. Only a small piece, under­

stand?" 

30 

.. 

"Yes, Aunt Liza." 
"All right." 

I got the bread and tucked it into the little canvas bag in 
which I would carry the crackling. 

" 'Bye, Aunt Liza." I trotted off, one hand in my pocket, 

feeling the cloth where the money was. I paused at Andries's 
home. 

"Andries!" I danced up and down while I waited. The 
cold was not so terrible on bare feet if one did not keep . 
still. 

Andries came trotting out of his yard. His mother's voice 
followed; desperate and plaintive: 

"I'll skin you if you lose the money!" 
"Women!" Andries said bitterly. 

I glimpsed the dark, skinny, woman at her washtub as 
we trotted across the veld. Behind and in front of us, other 
children trotted in twos and threes. 

There was a sharp bite to the morning air I sucked in; 
it stung my nose so that tears came to my eyes; it went 
down my throat like an icy draught; my nose ran. I tried 
breathing through my mouth, but this was worse. The cold 
went through my shirt and shorts; my skin went pimply and 

chilled; my fingers went numb and began to ache; my feet 

felt like frozen lumps that did not belong to me, yet jarred 
and hurt each time I put them down. I began to feel sick 
and desperate. 

"Jesus God in heaven!" Andries cried suddenly. 

I looked at him. His eyes were rimmed in red. Tears ran 

down his cheeks. His face was drawn and purple, a sick 
look on it. 
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McDOUGAL LITTELL INCJHOUGHTON MIFFLIN P.O. Box 1667 Evanston, Illinois 60204 

September 4, 1996 

Peter Abrahams 
P. 0 . Box 20 
Red Mills, St. Andrews 
BWl Jamaica 

Dear Mr. Abrahams, 

McDougal Littell would like to acquire the non-exclusive rights to reprint: 

Excerpt from Tell Freedom: Memories of Africa (pp. 30-42) by Peter Abrahams (photocopy 
enclosed). 

in a school edition to complement our The Language of Literature Program. 

We would reprint your work in a mini-anthology for tenth graders, entitled Literature 
Connections, which will include 7 selections thematically related to a novel. The related 
selections will connect to the main selection through theme, topic, historical context, and/ or 
author and will support the language arts and multidisciplinary objectives set by present­
day school curricula. 

Publication Date: 
Estimated Print Run: 
Approximate selling price: 

summer 1996 Territory: 
7,500 
$9.00 

North American Rights/ 
U.S. territories and U.S. 
International expatriate 
schools 

For sales of the school edition, adoption contracts also require that we be permitted to sub­
license on a nonprofit basis, publication in whole or in part, in forms and special formats, for 
individuals with disabilities who are unable to read print in a conventional manner. 

We would appreciate your signing and returning this letter contract as soon as possible (this 
is a rush request) . If any of the rights are controlled by other parties, would you please let 
us know who we should contact. Please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you in advance 
for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

i) iJ 0 1 IY\j)W'-
Sid Simpson 
Permissions Editor / phone (847) 570-3297 fax (847) 869-0841 

Agreed to and accepted by: 

Your printed name: Social Security No.: 

Credit Line: 

Date: Fee: Terms accepted by: 

Upon publication for McDougal Littell Inc. 

1560 Sherman A venue, Evanston, Illinois 60201 
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i:osc V'l Li terery GDze tt . 

Der>r .,~r . Ostrovsky , 

"'Coy , ~a" , 
e Hi lls Post Of fice , 

st . Andre • 
Jr> oic!: . 

ct ber 28, 1964 

ux letter f Sep ~mb r , ~ddressed to ree c ~e of 
Fr b r & Fr bE:lr , London , h, • ju'' t "been f orw rded o me hr.i.re. 

In February ::f thi z: yec.r wrote • :tr ., s. Di:tngo·1.l v , 
d F :t;-- _di t r-i .-Chief f y ur 1 creig Li tel'[' 1 ·e J:l,:-,gazine ' 
who hrd wri tten :p.1ttin tho sr-me t\,o que ... tio!ls o e th::' • 
y u tr-r~e :r. w d c . I:i.1 rm:r -vent, here gnin rro the 0 nsw rs 
to yov.r t r;o uc ,.. •~i er: s . 

1) ,r l'" t writing now? ::... h:=- ve just completed l• novel 
entitled A IGii:.: F 1r.; IR O ; ·vhicb deels with -t · rssiotcnce 
r.. V\:::r.,ont to ! e ·Sou.t:1 Af:_:..c~-1 r c..:.r1· ;3.,; J'OYernmen t, rmd . ls 
with some of th probleml;i .freed 1:y mi norities 'b --_ -· nsi e 
-~he c-:Hmtr~~ r.nd in Gide he r1..,;.JiGtrmce : o · f . This book will 
be publi hed by ... ber & Ft~ber i. Lo • on EUld A fr d • pf in 
/'ew York . r,v t h publishers p.(n to trine ·ut ti.1.e book i n April 
of next year . 

2) Vlhr- t f e ;.y fu:ture? I f".Jn now Vi r~:ing n 
the fird:; dr · f. t; o.,_ P. v, vel set in the C r· bbeFn ,. '.i..his 
deals \' i tn some of .i he prob ow.~ cf power 9 of rr ce and c olour , 
end '-1 f p Y ·y 9 p:;:, we ;i s the c ·u ia.l. p oblem of leadership , 
in an island republic \ i se benevolent but au ocrat :ic 1 fAther-
f" gu e 1 ·esien,thps ·ur:,.;die o 

I hope to finish ·he fir&t raft 
i::..,r h ,.,.f next yc0 an • } en ·to go u el 
•rist Africa before returni g t Iil:f fine 

~- ~s nei boo- Fbout 
ing ond bser -i g in 
revis_;_on of it. 

I m very s rry but I do not hPve re~iew copi • . f yo,~ 
books to bend yo • 1 In rJ1y CPse most 11~-v th m h. ve b .... en 
:published in :t.oscow rnd tue peo e Pt I r.oreign i tor• ture ' 
s:1ould c ab c to le· you I.rve 1., err. . ·lhe .'.Lier·l nn pub ishers 
have ph togrBphs nd I wi l esk them t send you . on o 

Now :or 8 per onr 
I tol • hi,.. I wa • very 

mc ... te . ihen 1 ·.rot-... r . .Pr-· goulov 9 

• s ppointed thPt fl tl1oug my bo ks 
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2 

h--" ce? .1 p ~ lio .. 1 d in '1 ;:· u..""b 0 r ·)f Soviet ·ed:. ·U z 1 '' - • r1- th ugh 
one' hr d be n turned in 110 n fi t:' 7 • -l ~=1 +,:1cr i . t [' et, :r .. c 

\ . nG- in th ovi t 'n • hr sr . ..,d t ini \.,,rr.:. I.Le is 1:mJ. 
I ll '•d • o fet the inf -At c d-l .nd f rom .!:'res r,.ciio 
r ,.. _:-"'c,;,a --"ld vi.si -~i g ie , hrd ei :thC;;r O r:r;, ught ti: 

b ' ' • tt.!)ndcd · .cc ·· c .. e.in_i; c .J _p of :r ur 
b 5 cin~ in je io i 6 r- ft 1 id the 

of rtesy cver:v se e t i wri e €:C'tw Cci1d - t ld 
Tur c n~ CV I ,V~ ~, er r j_n te :. t .... S publis.11ers and 
odi~or- t~is resp ct • 

. -tsed the u:., ti n of bcin0 ~., .for 
ten y-35..._,s age ITh~·n :: 'w· ..-. t • ll ving in .I!- gl~n I re1.: .,iv d :n 
s f rr: oy .fr m Sovi t ... 1ubli,31er o ··his a::nount wa s a ' u t as 
'Uch, , J w 1ld get r> on _ dvonce fo:r 3 u k f . LY .Ame1., ic~n 
publi h r3e T_, t.e b s t -..: r.~y :;:- col_8ctio • iz was t ~fO:i'e my· 
n ov, THE PATH 01? 'rPUJt • 1 7V'1·S tur.J d in ' n .n. - 1 lit -e •? in t o 

br1lle"t o _ ... t,,. ,1, , : ::.u1 1 '1 -:..,;:e tu be _t)"i•' frr t1i~ WO :n: . If 
c 1n t ~ll: to :/ot li ter!:"::y ~-u t:10 ·~ t, • s ab ·J. • , ::.o :. ... !' ir.e y 

u :.>e doing me r- [;::-e-- t c .r7i e o ' nc I co 2..d cert- inJ.;r 1 ise t1.1e 
ney for my t.~~-· .1 . 

... u. s sine -rel~ , 
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fllfTEPATYPll1-\.H 
OPL,11 II PAU.'t E/11\ JI , J COIOJ A 11"-CAllC'l[n CCCP r A 3 E 1'A 

Moowa, 51 
l18eTHOU 6ijAbBap, 30 

TeA. K 4-04-62, K 4-11-68. 

-
. ~ •- - _,."-'-'-I )( _ _ _ If) ' Yr 

~ ci(L_(}J\. )A"l A-t~~) 
(Y) ' i ~ .f.e!L f 4 'tJ ~ 

1 
~ • .Alo!tr.L-.1 Lde'lc..d C-c-.zll-ff~ / 

~ r:i Wri 1Jl.e4.. t');r:J io v_r;.,A_ r ~ ,J..~ ,,., o~ I~ 

i d :Jo"' fo"'- ~ v~ Ao~ iJuvv:t,w, .A1 ~~ -f¥L~ 
~ fu,vn, 1 21\, i J n J £j,J ~ / /._vu fJ_.; J /J 1,. a .~ f ,~ J. 
f ~ J ,,.J: ~ 'o:.. f~.f J c.,..v~,,J f, 
~ f,v/L. fl. ;JvvviU/ ? ;oL~ , Jf ,~~ -rL .L h~J, r r+ 
l t~ ~M\-lv\. ~ ~:~~ i ~ w~-LJ , k ¾ ~ -. 

<r. I. \.J~j c,N- ~ 'l) 1.,,. ~--iJ;J i-,.ow? 

2. . wi.J vS-J-- tr""" rR.~"'~ ~, ~ f---t~ . .? · 

~ J ~o tM"k. r to ~J M1 ~ i i.M '°r¼ Q+ 

TW', loo~ (,, W; tJ ~ryi•\J.~f', ·. ,, ~ h fl_ "E a ,, g_,, ,,Till rT\.P.-tdo...,). 

l 06~~ fo"-l-JAAJ 1:i Ja ·~ '"V-1' ~ 

1 ~{-..h,k. d~ VV'J ~JL , ... ,,.Jv"-~4 

Wd1 M w i~ . 

\/. ojt~vl~ 

TL. L j t CI-~ "-J G~ e.. tfe. 
Zve i hoi ] 1-t 1 V~t\. 3o 

)A Q .s; C. V w u jj R. 
I 

l . ~. P~~.L :>RA--d ""1 ~ - ut- o_,~ ~u...J r~f.-
Y'"l,k ~, r~i;cJ;~ i\. 7h Lt~'J C-:2.c-ft, _ 
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ro~ .~r . rnst He mann ~eyer 
) Pt"l i.n- r f , r . n eel 

30thApril , 1967 

'} o 00 e 1 ' +, .1 2 

Lr . Abra ,am s , 

I . stand ~at t h e Deutsche_Staatsop~r t Berlin _(German State 
o era , >- 1 · , e r man J emo~rati c Republi c) has written to yo 
asl _· no- e· · 1er you ould apree to my using t he story of your 
boo 1- 11 he Pat 1 of Thunder" as a 1 •. bret to to an opera . As they 
ha not . et h ~rd from you I am writ i n~ to you directl • 
.... eve·rql ye'1.rs a _o I rea d your novel whi c1

'."' made a deen impression 
on me . I t1' i nk • t is a most moving and , at t he same time , • 
i mT)ortant boo Ji t h a umanist message to t he whole of mankind . 
~hen ,he Sta te O ea a roa ched me wit h t ~e r ~ est t hat I 
shoulc •ri e an o era for t hem I imme diately s ur,;cres t ed "The 
Pat o,p hlmder" as e subje c t, on condition t hat you , as 
a llthor -r t his bo ok , agree . The libretto would be pre pared by 
an n ienc e librett i st here . 
The eu sche Sta tsoner has been a centre of m sical - operatic 
act · vitie f or several centur~s; i t is ,orld- famous and of the 
hi est a rti st ic standa rd . As a com oser I cons i der it a great 
bon ur to av been com i ssioned by t h e Staatso er to write 
an oDera t p be pro~uce d th re . 
My e t ion to ou is:- oul d ou permit me t o use t he content 
of vour book rot art of i t f or my opera? What ,ould your 
conditi on s be. 

bout mysel f : - I a~ 61 years old , author of many v ocal and 
in trumental ors , s mph onic as well a s chamber musi c, oratori os 

s we l l as s on s . Re centl y V".' d:- Gi st --akh,- famous Soviet 
violin ' st , pla, ed a iol ' n c on certo of mine on a stereo record 
issued by v .. E . B. eutsche Schal l platten , our re co rd com. any,, 
I s ho be very g a te ul t o hear fr om you in this matter at 
your ear iest conveni ence . 

P . s . : ­
I ~m sena i nr this l etter simultaneously to your home a ddress 
and t o our busines s addres s at the Radio . 

~ 

rt/~b/n:,1
"4 

.... 
&--..._; 
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r Pp t e r b rahams 
Cornrnenter 

. J. K. 

Dear Mr Pete r Ab r ahams , 

Greet i ngs. 

Dr. Geo r ge Mu t eb i 
P. U . Box 125 
Ha l f \ ✓ ay Tree P. U . 
K in gs t o n 10 
J ama i ca W. I. 

April 20, 1990 . 

f cw weeks ago - l to Id you abo u a book I am wr iti ng . s th e book 

i s taki ng lon3er th an I thought - have writt en a summary in po i n t 

+orm an sent i t t o C Headquar e r s i n usa.~ and t o o her s. 

e ncl ose a co py nor your In ·o r m,, +i on. P ease com!T'en t. 

rema i n, 

DR, GEORGE MUTEDI 
I.Sc. (Hons.), A 8. ChO. (Uv. Er,gl,1nd ' 

Physician and Surgeon 
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THOMAS NELSON & SONS LTD, PUBLISHERS 
LONDON EDINBURGH PARIS M ELBOURNE JOHANNESBURG TORONTO NEW YORK 

Telephone : GROsvenor 6441 

Telegrams : Thonelson Audley London 

Cables : Thonelson London W. I 

Peter Abrahams, Esq., 
Coyaba, 
Red Hills P .o., 
St. Andrew, 
Jamaica, West Indies. 

Dear Peter, 

CARIBBEAN WRITERS SERIES 

3 6 PARK STREET 
PARK LANE 

LONDON W.I 

2nd April, 1963. 

I wonder whether you have thought about our proposal 
for such a series. Since I last w~ote, the notion of a 
\.k>rld Writers Series has intervened. 

Under such a title, it would be possible to gather 
works of fiction and non-fiction of significant writers in 
any country. They need not be published for the first time 
in this series; the essential thing is that the books 
would be sold through educational bookshops only, as in the 
case of the African Writers Series. In this way they could 
be produced more , cheaply, because the discount given t o 
booksellers is so much less on educational books than on 
general books. 

. 
I should like to interest you in this venture from 

your position as a writer of international standing, living 
in the Caribbean,. You would be of great assistance to us 
if we could persuade you to come in on the idea. . . 

year. 

. 
I hope· to visit your part of the world later in the 

Perhaps we may ~eet then. 

Yours sincerely, 

Van Milne 
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... : ...... :~ .. P.e.te.r. ... Ab.raham.s., ... .Es.q .•. , ................................................ . 

........ : .... C~Y.:!-il:P.~.f ......................... .. .......................................................... . 
Red Hills P .,O ! , 

• ••••••••••••••••~••••••••••••••••••••• • .. ••••••c••• •••••• •• ••••• .. • •••••• •• ••••• ••• ••• •••• ••••••••• •• •• ••••••• •· ·• 

St . Andr ~w, : 
................................ ........................... , ... ....................... ......................... .. . 

··········-t···················································· .. ... ··········· .... .. .. ••· ········· ··········•·········· .................... . 
..-...s.ccond 'told here--. • 

. • THOMAS NELSON & SONS LTD. 
Sender'• name and address1 .. .................... . 1 ...................................................... ; ..... ..... . 

36 PARK STREET; 

PARK LANE. 

LONDON, W. I . 

AN AIR LB'rlBR SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY 
ENCLO$URE; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED 

OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 

TH& ~PSLEY' "'" LETTEI\ 
· -@-

,omi approved l,y Postmaster General No.-71995/rl 
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VA Milne , 
Tho a el 

':, 

36 P'".r k St ee 
London V' . 1 ., 
Eng n d. 

. ' 

De r V n i ne ,. 

23rd J nu .ry ,. 1963, 

Son s Lt ., 

It 0~ very n ice to receive our 
letter u s t b ore 1 st C ri ·t as . I 
t ink it i in' ed 1 of ten ye cr ~ or 
mor since l es t we e nnd I ~ r 1 ther 
g r d I di d no t do t he Nkru.'11 h biogr p y 
f the tie: bu t al th<t is ld h. ory. 

I ~ cert· ·n1y v ry 
your ide of p er1, ck 
IndiRn ;riters ~nd ~ uld very uc 
like to see 'mp e o • t e African 1ri t ers 
eries , so pl e~se let CTe h~ve ~h. you can 

·n · i ve e t he' det ils of your i e . 

Life in J i c i extre ely in t eres t ­
ing though very bu y . I h.~ve b en s o 
bu ince we c e here thRt I h Rv not 
hf' the i me to do s ize f-)b l e piece of 
ritin g . I h ve been involved in thee -

teblis ent nd editing of the " t e t In-
di Economi t 0

, in r .di o ; An very dee -
ly int e ill- . te tte pt to g e t t e 
\e st di e ~ eder t · on off the ground. n 
to of ~ 1 thi ;e h ,.ve built our o•rm ho e 
,nd estPb ished t e e ginning o of a S il 1 
f . 
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I am now ready to withdraw from thi s all toe 
active ife n , ob ck to y bu ine s~ 

i • I hould h ve a book 
betveen nov and r ch . 

Your si .cerely, -

PA/ul. Peter AbrahB • 
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SCHOOL, UNIVERS.-.d' & GENERAL PUBLISHERS 

HEINEMANN EDUCATIONAL BOOKS LTD 
15-16 QUEEN STREET. MAYFAIR· LONDON WI 

Chairman P.H. D. RYDER, MBE 

Deputy Chairman (5 Managing Director ALAN HI LL 

27th November, 19620 

Peter Abrahams, Esq., 
c/o The West Indian Economist, 
164 Harbour Street, 
Kingston, 
Jamaica, West Indies. 

Dear Mr . Abrahams, 

It must be nearly ten years since we last met. I think 
I was trying to get you to do a biography of Nkrumah at the 
tim · . 

I should like to get in touch with you over the question 
of publishing fiction in a series suitable for wider sales in 
Africa, the West Indies and S.E. Asia. I wondered, for example, 
whether you might be interested in acting as general editor 
for a West Indian writers series, aimed at schools and 
colleges and published in paperback formo I could giv you 
fuller details about this if you are interested, as it is 
just an idea in my mind at the moment. 

I have been concerned in starting up a series, which has 
now been very successful - the African Writers Series, and we 
have been able to get reprint rights from Faber of MINE BOY 
for this purpose, which has given me great pleasuree We should 
try to do the same sort of thing with established West Indian 
writers and, at the same time, contract new books, as we have 
been able to do with the African writerso 

I have been with Heinemann's for three years, but now 
rejoin my old firm, Thomas Nelson & Sons Ltdo, whose London 
office is at 36 Park Street, London, W.lo I hope you will 
write to me thereo 

I ave tried to get in touch with you once or twice 
over the years, and I am indebted to Jackson Marshall of 
William Collins for your present addresso With kind regards, 

u.,r, _ sincerely~ V¾.. m,~ 
Directors A. R. BEAL • E. D. THOMPSON • R. 0. A. KEEL • A. DWYE EVANS Secretary c. J. PLATT 
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Dear ir . braham.s, 

, Lancaster Roa , 
Didsbury, 

MAN HES ER, 20a 

ugust l8., 1959-o 

I am rather surprised to have received no reply to 
my letter of July 3 and the enclo s ed note Jamaica ' s Land 
Taxation Relief Board. Also I have received no copy of the 
West Indian Economist s ince the issue for June. As I mentioned 
·n my letter, I wish to continue receiving it and will send my 
s ubs cription when invoiced. I believe I have 3/ - to my credit 
from the first subscription. 

trus t t hat the lack of a reply is not due to 
illness on your part. I rem ember you said you were not well 
when I last called on you in April. f,y best wishes for your 
r e covery if you are still unwell. 

\ ✓hen you can I should like to hear from you. The 
above is now my address. 

I eter Abrahams, 
Edi tor, 
The ,est Indian 
164-66, Barbour 
Y..ingston, J MI 

sg_. , 

Economist , 
' tree-:r;-
, vV . I . 

Yours sincerely, 
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Peter Abrahams, Es . , 
' 

, Edi tor, TH INDI N CO I ' .............................. ......................................................................................... , 

164-166, Harbour tree, 
········································································--· ········· ··· ········· ·· ················ 

................ .................. Kings .ton., ........................................ . 

+-- Second fold here ~ 

D. • organ, 
Sender's name and address: ..... ....... ....................................................................... . 

2, Lancaster Road, 

, Dids ucy, 

AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONT AJN ANY 

ENCLOSURE ; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED 

OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 

...,.J 

,._. ;J.T;)l( Jt1:> U ;)dO OJ. 

I 
t 
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Mr. G. V. Green, 
N.E.L.14. 
Private Bag 1019 
Grahamstown 6140 
South Africa 

Dear Mr. Green 

' • 

October 22, 
l985 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of Sep tembe.r 20 and to· inform you 
tha t I will not co-.operat in any way with 
South Afric an organisa tions or i.nstitutiona 
Which by their very D B ture B.re pert and 
pBrcel of the system of Apartheid. To do 
s·o would make me an accomplice ot a manifest 
evi1. _ 

•. I hRve advised Faber &:: Fe be1- r.o t t o 
gr.ant permi s sion for Ad Denker to reprint 
jhe piece t hey requested as I h ave no wish 
to be asaocif'!ted in any way with their 
publica tion. 

Yours sincer ely 
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THE NATIONAL ENGLISH LITERARY MUSEUM 

AND DOCUMENTATION CENTRE 

Enquiries / Navrae: 

Ref./ Verwysing: 
Mr G V Green 
4/4/14 

Private Bag / Privaatsak 101'1 

Grahamstown 6140 

Your Ref./ U Verw.: 

Date / Datum: 

Peter Abrahams 
Red Hills 
St Andrews 
JAMAICA 

20 ~eptember 1985 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

South Africa 

Te1 (0461) 

7095/7042 

My naine is Garth Green and I am writing to you on behalf of NELM. First let me 
explain the function of the Museum. It is an institution with the specialist 
function of collecting, conserving, researching and exhibiting material relateJ 
to English literature from Southern Africa. Our brief is to preserve the 
country's literary heritage and to make our research facilities available to all 
who seek to use them. This leads me to the point of the letter. Ad. Donker 
Publishers have invited NELM to select and supply photographs; of authors f 01· 

reproduction in their forthcoming publication A Companion to 'South ·Af.rican 
English Literature. 

A search through our photographic collection at NELM has revealed that we do not 
hold any photographs of you which can be used for quality reproduction. We 
would appreciate it if you could let us have a selection of photographs of 
yourself for copying and adding to our literary collection. From these we could 
then select a photograph to feature i n Companion unless you would like to 
suggest a particular one for inclusion. The photographs will be returned t o you 
and if you wish NELM wi.11 reimburse you for the cost of postage. 

i) -Would you please include permission for the photographs selected to be useu 
in Companion. 

ii ) Permission for the selected photographs to be copied in future at the 
discretion of the Director of NELM. 

iii) Unless otherwise stated the photograph will be _credited to you. 

In anticipation, than~ you for your . assistance. We look forward to receiving 
the photographs at your earliest convenience. · 

Yours sincerely 

DIRECTOR 

GVG/dw 

• 
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---
NATIONAL ENGLISH LITERARY MUSEUM 

./ 

Telephone: (0461) 27042/27095 
Fax: (0461) 22582 

Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills Post Office 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Private Bag 1019 Grahamstown 6140 South Africa 

Enquiries 

Reference 

Andrew Martin 
Bibliographer 
4/4/12/8 

Your Reference 

Date 6 May 1996 

I am writing to you on behalf of the National English Literary Museum, under 
whose direction I am compiling a detailed Bibliography of published creative 
works by Black South Africans from the earliest times up until 1990, with a view 
to bringing to light previously 'marginalised' writing. The Bibliography will 
include: 

* poems 
* short stories 
* novels 
* collections and anthologies (edited by Black writers) 
* published plays 
* autobiographical writing 
* essays and journalistic writing by established Black writers 
* literary criticism 
* interviews conducted by or with Black writers 

The intention is to add one copy of each item to our already extensive collection 
of imaginative and critical southern African writings. Clearly we would prefer 
our specimen copy to be the first published version of the item. If an item has 
been expanded upon, revised or renamed in a later publication, these changes will 
be noted. I am not including extracts from previously published works. The 
Museum would like tc be able to provide scholars with immediate access to as much 
of this invaluable material as possible. 

May I ask you for your help in compiling the entries on your own writings? Your 
assistance and support would greatly enhance this project. 

I enclose a list of all of your works which the Museum already has in the 
archives, listed alphabetically by title. Those marked with an asterisk are 
items that we know of but do not yet possess. 

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE DIRECTOR 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



BOOKS 

A Blackman Speaks of Freedom. [Durban: Universal Printing Works], 1940]. 
Dark Testament. London: George Allen and Unwin, 1942. 
* Here Friend. (No deta i ls). 
Jamaica: An Island Mosaic. London: Her Majesty's Stationery Off ice ( Corona 
Library Services), 1957. 
Mine Boy. London: Dorothy Crisp and Co., 1946. 
A Night of Their Own. London: Faber and Faber, 1965. 
The Path of Thunder. New York, Harper, 1948. 
* Poems. c.1961 (No details). 
* The Quiet Voice. Philadelphia, Dorrance, 1966. 
Return to Gali. London: Faber and Faber, 1953. 
Song of the City. London: Dorothy Crisp and Co., 1945. 
Tell Freedom. London: Faber and Faber, 1954. 
This Island Now. London: Faber and Faber, 1966. 
Wild Conquest. New York: Harper, 1950. 
A Wreath for Udomo. London: Faber and Faber, 1956. 

* (As editor) Souvenir Pictorial Review of the West Indies Federation, 1947-57. 
Kingston: Edna Manley, c.1958. 

* (as co-author) History of the Pan-African Congress. 
Bookshop, 1963. 
* The World of Mankind. [n.p): Golden Press, 1962. 

[ n . p . ) : Hammersmith 

POEMS (Other than those contained in A Blackman Speaks of Freedom) 

"The Brown Road." Cape Standard, 17 January 1939: 3. 
"The Call of the Sea." The Bantu World, 7 September 1936: 16 
"Freedom." Cape Standard, 28 June 1938: 3. 
"Henry Peters." The Bantu World, October 24 1936: 16. 
"Heritage." Cape Standard, 7 March 1939: 4. 
"Little Grease-Men." Cape Standard, 4 April 1939: 7. 
"Higher! Ever Higher!" The Bantu World, 5 September 1936: 16. 
* "The Lonely Road." 
"Merit." The Bantu World, 5 September 1936: 16. 
"The Negro Youth." The Bantu World, 5 December 1936: 16. 
"Old and New." Cape Standard, 17 January 1939: 3. 
"Out of the Past." The Bantu World, 24 October 1936: 16. 
"The River." Cape Standard, 17 January 1939: 3. 
"To a Brown Girl." Cape Standard, 17 January 1939: 3. 
"To My Mother." The Bantu World, 14 November 1936: 16. 

SHORT STORIES (Other than those contained in Dark Testament) 

* "Slops Boy - Office Boy." Presence Africaine ( 5), 1948; ( 6); 1949 

ARTICLES 

[Letter to the editor re Father Huddleston]. The Times, 10 May, 1956: 10. 
"Can We Unite." African Drum 2(7), July 1952: 10-11. 
"Challenge to African Writers." West African Review, April 1952: 387. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



"Colonialism on Trial: The Kenyatta Case." The Nation (177), 1953: 31- 32. 
"The Conflict of Culture in Africa." International Affairs, July 1954: 304-312. 
"A Letter to My Mother." Drum, October 1951: 24. 
"A Letter to You." Drum, March 1952: 36. 
"The Long View: African Writers' Part in the Battle Against Racial Prejudice." 
African World, June 1952: 11-12 . 
"Manifesto from Johannesburg." Saturday Review (42), August 1959: 22-23. 
* "The Meaning of Harlem." Holiday (27), 1960: 74-81, 136-142. 
"New Faces from Africa." Holiday (31), 1962: 92-93, 95-96, 98, 100, 102. 
"The Puerto Ricans." Holiday (29), 1961: 33-47, 132-141. 
"The Real Jamaica." Holiday (33), 1963: 96-99, 102-104, 178-179, 183-185, 189. 
"South Africa: Ordeal and Hope." Dissent 3(3), 1956: 298-308. 
"We Can Learn to Be Colour-Blind." The New York Times Magazine, 11 April 1965: 
38, 102, 104-107. 
"Wild Conquest: Reviews." Drum, July/August, 1951: 26. 
* [A series on Kenya and South Africa for the London Observer in 1952-53] 

Areas where I suspect our collections may be seriously incomplete are 

- Your political articles/contributions to books, etc 
- Your radio scripts for the BBC. Have these ever been published? 
- Short stories: Are there any others not listed above? 
- Anything you may have published in Jamaican newspapers and journals, such as 
the West Indian Economist. These journals are not easily obtainable here. 

I would also like to know if the poems in A Blackman Speaks of Freedom and the 
short stories in Dark Testament were all published for the first time in these 
books? 

Would you be able to help us fill in these gaps? Perhaps you have some personal 
lists of publications/bibliographies which you could make available to us. I 
should be able to obtain copies of articles from any South African journals or 
newspapers as well as from prominent international journals. For example, full 
runs of Drum, the Cape Standard and Bantu World are accessible in South Africa, 
so I would not expect you to list your work published there, but if you could let 
us have others, I would be most grateful. 

If you can provide us with any material - such as spare copies you may have or 
photocopies of poems, articles etc. - we would be happy to pay all costs 
incurred. All copies would be used for study purposes only. It would assist us 
in budgeting if you could give us an indication of the likely costs before 
sending material. 

I do realise this exercise may be time-consuming, but it would be of real 
benefit, not only to the Bibliography but also to the Museum as a whole. NELM 
is the national repository of imaginative writing in English for all South 
Africans and serves an important international function in popularising and 
making accessible information about our indigenous literature. There is of 
course a real benefit in having a full and accurate printed list of your 
publications. 
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Any information (including photographs) which you could provide us with would be 
greatly appreciated. 

Yours sincerely 

Director 
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MISSION AND FUNCTIONS 

The mission of the National English Literary Museum 
in Grahamstown is to promote the reading and 
appreciation of all forms of imaginative South African 
literature written in English. Its principal functions are 
to collect and conserve material evidence pertaining to 
this literature, to publicise and popularise it, and to 
provide all sections of the reading public, both locally 
and abroad, with the means of access to it. 

From the time of its inception in 197 4 this Museum has 
striven to make all South Africans aware of the richness 
of our literary heritage, without regard to the gender, 
home-language, political affiliation, racial origin or 
religious conviction of the creators of that heritage. For 
us it is sufficient that the writers have chosen the 
English language as the medium in which to express 
their understanding and perceptions of the human 
condition as manifested in our uniquely South African 
situation. 

WRITERS AND CULTURE 

A museum devoted to the English writings of South 
Africans is a major cultural asset, since English is one 
aspect of our multi-faceted national culture which is 
truly accessible to all who wish to use it. For 
generations, many hundreds of authors - novelists, 
playwrights, poets, short-story writers, travellers and 
biographers - have freely elected to write in English, 
knowing that by so doing they would be able to reach 
the widest possible cross-section of South African 
society. 

Our writers include men and women; old and young; 
academics, housewives, school-children and workers; 
the poor, the middle classes, the rich; atheists, 
Christians, Hindus, Jews, Muslims and pagans; 
centrists, leftists and rightists. No section of the social 
spectrum is unrepresented. 
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Their works span the full range of imaginative 
literature from the entertaining to the serious, from 
escapist to satirical, from adult to juvenile. They write 
for all possible tastes, and from every conceivable 
angle. 

Their mother tongues range from Afrikaans to Zulu. 
What unifies them and gives their work a common 
accessibility is their shared South Africanness and the 
fact that they write in English. 

The works they create have found a ready readership, 
not only locally but also in the rest of Africa and 
overseas. Every year NELM responds to hundreds of 
detailed requests for information about South African 
English literature from countries all over the world. To 
several other African states, the Middle East and the 
Gulf, India and Japan, Australasia, North America, 
Scandinavia, the former East bloc and every country in 
Western Europe, we are the representative of an 
important aspect of South African culture. 

The South African experience, mirrored in our diverse 
literature, is an experience of humanity in the raw, with 
all its grief and horror and pain, but also with all its glory 
and humour and tenderness. Our writers speak with the 
voice of an authenticity that quite transcends mere 
fashions of political correctness. 

Collection 

Without its collections, no Museum can truly fulfil its 
functions. At NELM we do this, firstly, by collecting 
the works - the novels, short stories, poems and plays -
of all South African authors who write in English. 
Where possible we keep unpublished manuscripts and 
drafts as well as the final printed versions, which enable 
scholars to trace the fascinating development of the 
literary work through all its various stages. 

We try to make our rich literary heritage available, in 
all its depth and diversity, in one place. To do this 
properly, we maintain comprehensive collections of 
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scholarly boo~s. an~' articles, press-clippings, photo-
' graphs, interviews and- biographical works on our 

writers. 

Conservation 

We conserve these collections in the best way our 
physical and financial resources permit. We take 
seriously our task of ensuring the permanence of our 
holdings, which are of great national and international 
importance. 

Preservation 

Apart from the physical conservation of these materials, 
we have the duty, thirdly, of preserving them in South 
Africa, and so protecting them from being shipped 
across the seas. Too much of this has already happened 
and is still happening, and in this way national treasures 
of great value are lost to us. 

It is one ofNELM's tasks to try to contain this process 
of attrition, and where possible to reverse it, for the 
benefit of all South African readers - including those 
not yet born. Our responsibility is not only to the past 
and the present, but most importantly of all to the future. 

Research 

The Museum undertakes extensive research on our 
collections, in order to assist the reading public to 
become familiar with our literature. We help readers in 
South Africa as well as abroad, in person and by post. 

All these collections are extensively used by growing 
numbers of readers, from 

ID school-children wanting help with their projects 
and set works, to 
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W members of reading circles who need assistance 
with their presentations, to 

ffi students and scholars engaged in high-level 
academic research. 

Details of the collections already captured on data-base 
have become an invaluable resource for scholars. 

Publication 

We have a programme of publishing both specialist 
and popular works. For the general reader and student, 
we produce 

ffi introductions to writers, 

ffi collections of press-clippings, and 

W set-work packages to help pupils with specific 
works prescribed for public examinations. We 
also publish interviews with writers. 

For the specialist, we compile reference works such as 
bibliographies and indexes. Our annual Index to South 
African Literature in English has become an essential 
tool for anyone making a serious study of our literature. 

Education 

The National English Literary Museum has an exciting 
and unusual educational outreach programme, to take 
information about our literature to readers and potential 
readers who would find it difficult to visit the Museum 
in Grahamstown. 

As part of this programme, 

ffi NELM staffers travel to schools and libraries to 
read and tell stories to groups of young children; 
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W we conduct informal classes for senior pupils 
on South African works, which are increasingly 
being prescribed for study and examination; 

W we take an active part in the annual National 
Schools' Festival of English, which is run by the 
Grahamstown Foundation for senior pupils from 
high schools all over the country; 

ID we mount exhibitions on South African writers 
and we invite and encourage public and school 
libraries to display these exhibitions. To this end 
we maintain an extensive collection of 
audio-visual materials, including photographs of 
authors, of places associated with them, and of 
theatrical productions of their works; 

m we conduct excursions to places of literary 
interest in South Africa, in order to establish in 
the minds of the participants, both adults and 
children, the clear links between literature and 
landscape, ecology, and social and cultural 
history; 

W we are extensively involved in local and national 
community organisations which have a cultural 
or literary aim. 

Satellites 

The Museum has two satellites where we make further 
resources available to visitors. 

At the Eastern Star printing museum in Grahamstown 
we offer hands-on experience of nineteenth-century 
printing equipment, and place it in the context of the 
growth of press freedom in South Africa. 

At the Schreiner House in Cradock, visitors are given 
an insight into the life and works of a remarkable 
family, including South Africa's first major novelist, 
Olive Schreiner. 
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TIMES SQUARE NEW YORK N Y 10036 

February 4, 1965 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

Thank you for your piece discussing the need for 
a dialogue between light and dark skinned peoples, 
which we are accepting for publication. When the 
piece has been scheduled, I will be sending you 
galleys. 

We are glad to have this contribution from you. 

Mr. Pe ter Abrahams 
"Coyaba 11 

Red Hills, P.O. 
St. Andrew, Jamaica, W.I. 

GW: jl 

Sincerely, 

Gerald Walker 
Sunday Department 

"ALL THE NEWS THAT'S FIT TO PRINT" 
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TIME S SQ U AR E NE W Y OR K NY 10036 

December 23 , q64 

Dear ~r . Ab r ahams: 

re a r e orry you are not interested n our suggestion for 
an article on e 0 ritude . 

uowever, there was one section of your lette r whicl-i rath9r 
intrisued us. It was the para3raph in w~ · ch ~ou soo e of 
the "gr<>at need for the be;inning of a dialo5ue between the 
peop P of Afri o an As·a and the peopl0 of America ." Here 
you suggestin~ this as the germ fo r a ~agazine piece? It 
seems to us there micht be so~ethin: inte r estinc here . If 
it is a +heme you would like to addreqs yourself to , we 
would very much appreciate yours ellin~ t e idea ou ~t 
sone further length in a letter t us. 

If you are not interested in doin3 a piece on this subject 
either , we would like you to know we admire your work and 
would like o have a contribution froLl you some time . Do 
you have any other ideas w~ich you would care to propose? 

~r . Peter Abrahams 
" Coyaba " 

e d 'Ii 11 P • 0 . 
St. Andrew, -8i""Bica , 1·T . I. 

Sincerely, 
/. 

, J:~t21 d(/'~ 
Ge r a l d Walke r 
Sunday ryepartment 

" ALL THE NEWS THAT'S FIT TO PRINT " 
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{!f1w ,Nx hr ~ ,ork ill tl1t£ ~ 
THE ADELPHI , STRAND , 

LO N DON, W . C . 2. 

TELEPH ONE : TRAFALGAR 565~ . 

September 8 , 1961 

Dear Mr . Abrahams : 

Thank you so much for agreeing to review Spooner ' s 
"SOUTH AFRICAN PREDIC 1ENT ", in 500-words . :/hen you have 
finished the review pl ease air- express it to this office 
when , if neces s ary , we can cable it along to New York . As 
cabled you on the 6th the New York office are ai r-freighting 
a copy of t he book i mmediately . Your copy should , of course , 
be with us by the 16th . 

hlr . Peter Abrahams , 
Coyaba Iled Hills P. O., 
Saint Andrew , 
J amaica . 

Yours sincerely , 

Secretary to Miss Bradley 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



NN 

ZCZC TBK24J NYT44 

LONDONLB 85 15 2336 - . - . 

LT 

PETER ABRAHAMS C/0 WEST I NDI AN ECONOMIST· 

164 - 6 HARBOU~~ TREE T KIN~STO J A 

WOULD YOU WR ITE TWEN TYFIVE HU OREO WORD AR TICLE ON AFR ICA S 

PRIDE OF RACE IT HAS BEEN SU~ ESTED AMER IC AN NEGROES ARE 

ASHAMED OF THE IR COLOR BUT THE AFRICA . I S VERY PROUD OF BEING 

BLACK MA ~HAT WE WAN T IS DISCUSSION OF THAT PRIDE l·HA T 

IS IT BASED O WHAT DOES NEGR ITUDE MEAN TO YOU PLE ASE ADV ISE 

IF YO U CANDELIVER WITHIN TWO WEEKS WE PAY FOURHUNDRED DOLLARS 

ON ACCEPTANCE WITH ONEHUNDREO DOLLAR GUARANTEE REGARDS 

GERALD WALKER NYK TI MES MAGAZ I NE 

COL C/ 0 164:-6 
R. LA.BRO WN 
13 u[CC4 
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18th Augus 1959 . 

rir . WaJ. ters, 
N w Yor TimeB :Book h view, 
Ti eo Squ--i , 
I ow York. 

De .. f 

' 

, Herewith my review of 0 A J3ook 
Of South African Ver c" I orry I 

i rmed yo deadline ,. lk'1d to rush down 
to Tri nida d ori an urgent raa tter a t short 
notice s.o I ho.1. e yo 1 Hill f orgi ve c . 

~ 
Pe ter Abrah s 
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Form 
324 

PQf 'i • OFFICE TELF'G h.A.MNo. of Me_~s__ag_~=!L 

Prefix C Code___ O fµce \ . 

RECEIVED // -~,. - ,'.> :\ 

~~ , ~ ~ :r~m 0~ r • ;;'• Time haodd ;~ ' • U~~ .• ,,\~ , 

~ 11<f • ~1'· 1 r...,,..,. ........... __ ~'--_I ~ ~?'1,,1 ~ · 

,..,, . 
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NOTICE 

H tb.., =n~; of d,~ Te!~"m {h<..-i.n;; an lnl," ,d T elc.gzam) is doubted . ~ will be repcat~d on payment of half 

the e .• » ount origina lly paid fo r its cransrnissio.i; and if found to oc i.ncorrncl the amount paid for repeution will be 
refunded. Special conditions are applicable to the repetition of ::-o..ei~ T elegram"- W hen the coot of a reply to , 

Telegram h as becm prepaid and the number a! words in the reply i& it, e,ccct111 o!: the J1Um bcr ""' po.id for, the Sendt-:r 
c;/ the reply must ~ for ,ru;ch e,:c,,.ru,. 
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Dea r Lr. Abrahams , 

as fro m 2 Ea to n Ga te 
Lon j on ~ . -,v .1 

Englan j 

lw1a r ch 22 ,1 957 

t ou know f r om exper i enc e t ha t e j i t or s a r e horri bl y 
persis tent oe opl e ; s o you wil ~ no t be altogethe r s u rp ri seJ to 
f i nj me onc e a ga i n on yo ur t r ac k . I hav e not f orgot t S'h our ve ry 
in t e r e s t i n ~ conve rsa ti on abo u t two yea r s a ~o , dnj I s ti lL hoo e 
t hat you may find t i me anj i nciina ti on t o write som e t h ing f or me 
fo r Vo r Ld Cn r i s ti an • ooks . I hav e bee n try i ng very ha r j t o get 
someth ing f o r Af r ica ; t he t r ou ble , as you kn ow~ is t ha.t so many 
o f ou r ejuc a t ej ,fric ::ln s ~1. re so wes t erni z e j tha t wh.:1t the_y wou l d 
wr i t e woul J no t be r e c1 l .1.y a :, exp r ess i on of t he Afric a.n soul o r 
th e Afric an po i nt o f vi ew . Of course , you ha e you r own 
exp e riences ar j your own vie w- oo i n t ; uut tr~vel anj l ife i n othe r 
co un tri e s has g iv en y ou a c e r ta i n de t a c hrna n t ; a n j t he c~~f t 
of a wr i t e r has g i ven you t he ha bit of pon d~r in g an j r ecre~t i ng 
yo u r on experienc es . 

Yo u may r emem ber t ha t 1 su ~~e s te j t o you as a genera l 
t i tle ' An Afric an l ooks a t Jess ~hri s t ', and t ~e i dea w~ s t ha t 
to som e e x t en t yo . mi gh t wri te a ut,biograoh i cally, us i ng yo u r own 
experien c es as t he f r amewo r ~ of a book . 1 do not i ns i s t i n t ne 
l e ·· s t , i t her on t his t itle or on t h j_s way of p pro a chin2 t he 
s ubj e c t; bu t 1 ·rnul j ve ry muc h 1 i k: e t o .a v e some thin3 from yo u. 
i h0pe t h~ , you r l i fe in t he 1est lnjies g ives yo u r ~ th e r more 
l ei sur e than t he hu r riei l i fe of • g r _, t city , a,n j t he1.t you may 
f ind it i n yo u r he · rt to j_o someth ing fo r us . lf yo u a. r e ...ible t o 
J O so, you wil i be speakir g to~ ve r y l a r ge a nj ari e J a.uj i enc e . 
Unj e r se pa ra ~e cover 1 am sen j i ng yo u a co oy of ou r ~ews Letter , 
wh i ch wi l.L show you t hat we o • na ve transl a t io ns o f our bo oks 
ia 2'2 l angua ges, anj some oooks ha ve oeen Lrans l .... tej i nto as many 
as eigh t e en lan gua g e s . 'fhere _. re not many ser i e s that ai: re a s 
genuinely i nternat i on~l s t h i s . 

I f ee this to be so impo r t un i t hat 1 woul -J 1. l mos t be 
re~jy t o j i vert my ne ~t tri ~ t o the S t ates in o r J e r t o t a ke 
in Jamaic a. on the '3. J; but 1 '-m no sure ·. he ther f i nan c e woul j 
run to t his, d.n5 I stil 1. hav e to n /l...lL- r1 t h e P. ntero ri se on a 
s [ o e s t r i n ;;r , a s t he J s ay j n t he ti tat es . 

V i t h a 1 go n j w i s r1 e s , 

o i s ,10 p .__-------
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Mr. Peter Abr ahams 
c / o The West . Indian Economist Tru s t Ltd . 
164-1 66 Har bour Street 
Kingston 
Jama ica 

Dear Mr. Abr a ham s , 

Tokyo 
29 Nove mber, 1963 

I ha ve never s een you ye t , but I k now your 
' name r very we ll. I am one of the Afric anist s in Japan, and have 

written and is writing seve!'.:;:;_ . books and many articles on variou s 
aspect s of African p r oblems.~_{ h~ve attended the First I nterna tional 
Congress o f Afric a ni s ts at .Ac~ra last year. And I have visited 
J ~pamica , Trinidad a n d Brit± · .·, Guia~1J. . ea rly this year, on my way 
f rom Africa back to Japan. • 

At Kings ton, I met Me s srs. John Hearne, Rex 
Nettleford a nd Eddie Thomas in the University. Some members of 
the Rasta f ar i a n s called on me. I st a yed only t wo days at Ki ngston, 
bu t i t was very interes ting for me, because i have been an d ttill 
am studying Back-to-Africa movement. 

Unfortunately, I did not know that · you a re living 
in J ama ica. If I have been informed tha t you are the Editor of the 
West Indian Economist at that time, I should have called on you 
before everything else. 

Now, I a m stu dying the development of the Pan­
Africai/movement. I know tha t you have written biographical stor y o f 
the l a te Mr. George Pa dmore in your novel. Would you p lease tell me , 
al though this is quite an inp olite re quest, your evaluation of the 
roles p l a ye d by the West Indian intellectuals in the movement of 
Pan-Af ric anism? Marcus Garve y should be quite different from Ge org e 
Padmore as well as from C. L. R.James, o f c our s e. An d how do y ou 
think a b out Claude McKay? 

Further, if you do not mind, I would like to know 
y our own life s tory as de t ai led as possible. 

Tha nk you in a dvance, I a m, 

Sincerely your s , 

- /:lit s/4d? LTe7 iJ. ~ar~flishino 
ti9nal Diet Library 

Nagata-cho, Tokyo 
P/S : I n 1961, I have toured round Afric a n Japan 

continent and have been in the Republic 
o f South Africa f or two weeks. 
You will find out my short essay on the 
African s tudies i n J apan on "The J ourna l 
of Mode rn African Stud ies" No.3 issued 
recently. 
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Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Managing Editor 
The West Indian Economist 
Trust Ltd. _____ _ 
1 -166 Harbour Street.> 

• Kingston· - ~ -r, 

l--/5~ J ~ MA I C A 

WEST INDIES 

PAR AVION 

I ~n ~~ 
~ A!IIP' Air . 
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Dear Peter, 

THE OBSERVER 
• 1791 · 

::?Xe &?~ !:dm.-,,ted 
22 TUDOR STREET 

LONDON, E C .4 

TELEF='HONE: 

FLEET STREET 9991 

20th August, 1958. 

It is several years since I've heard from you, 
but undeterred I am nevertheless writing as if you 
were t he same Abrahams I knew. I hear the most 
interesting news about a Mine Boy musical by Duke 
Ellington and wish you tremendous luck with it. You 
won't by any chance be in ew York in September or 
October, when I' m there, wil l you? If so, let's meet. 

What I' m writing about is this: you may remember 
that little yellow monthly in this funny old country 
of ours called ttThe Twentieth Centuryn which is one of 
David Astor's babies. I've be en asked to edit a 
s pecial number on Africa for next February, which is 
closer than it looks, and I' m v ery anxious t hat there 
should be an article (not a story or poem) by Abrahams 
in it. I think we will probabl y have to debar the 
West Indies since t hat's suc h a rich and di f f er ent 
f ield t ha t it will demand another issue on its own, but 
I' m sure there's a great deal that you have to say about 
the new Africa which wo uld be of great interest. Could 
you t h ink it over and, if you f eel s o inclined, let me 
know wha t you would like to wr i t e a bout on t he general 
theme of cultura l , polit i cal or socia l development of Afr i ca ? 

I do hope very much that you can do t his since I'm 
very anxious t o keep out t he usual dreary gang of ~ociologists 
a nd disma l dons who always s eem to creep i nto t hese 
collections about Afr i ca. The trouble is you Africans 
are too bloody lazy to write yourselves! Do drop me a line 
anyway and fit in some n ews i f you ca n. Everything 's 
go ing spl endidly over here, but it's a dull plac e without 
you. All my love to Daphne and yourself. Do hope to s ee 
you before long . 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
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CABLES: SERVOB LONDON TELEPHONE : FLEET STREET 9996 

Observer Forejjn News Service 
THE OBSERVER LTD -22 TUDOR STREET- LONDON E C 4 

July 13 , 1959 

DPar Pe t er , 

I had asked Joe~ to write you a l etter 

outlining what WP want 0 d i n the way of a Servob , but from the 

c op of the le t te r which he has l ef t on my de sk he s 0 e ms t o 

have spnnt most of it in chinwag without expla ining e xa ctly 

wha t it is we w nt . This my be old ground but we should like 

ar ound 800 words airmailed giving a compr 0 hensive backg round 

to today ' s d 0 ve lo pmonts nd prbab l e do v e lopmen t s of the nex t 

fpw w00 ks . Most pe opl e here a n d th0 countrios which t a ke our 

Service ha w~ li ttlp or no idoa of wha t has b 0 c. n ha ppening in 

J amaica or the Fed 0 r ,tion so don ' t be fri d to s pe 1 it out . 

We d o no t doa l in sp ot nPws a nd the art i c lPs 

t ake some five days from Servob t o roach our f arthest- flung clinnts 

so shoul d bP writtnn to withst nd the time factor . Sor1y to inflic t 

t1ire8 mesP g 0 s on you in s u ch s hort time , but Wr:> h a v e been depr iVJed 

of nPws from y our area for a l ong time and go od airma iler wi l l 

help re s tore the ba l anc e . Look forward t o h 0 a ring from y ou soon , 

be~s~ ~---
v .c . ?:'rrPll 

All 

As istant ~ ditor 
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Dear Mr· Abraham, 

47 St John's Street, 
Oxford. Ox1 2 PJ, 
E::1g land. 
26 / 789 

'i 
1 believe that this l etter will get to you somehow. It 

is not quite like putting a parchment in a bottle and chrowing 

it into the sea. The blurbs on the back covers of some of your 

books suggest that the Carribbean is where to cast my ef f orts. 

So if you recieve this letter.,.i.t is thanks to the activists~ 

of the global village. 

I am a Nigerian, living in Oxford until November 1989,researching 

for a biography of Chief Obafemi Awolowo, the Nigerian leader 

(of Oppositio{until his death in May 1987) who, if you remember, 

took part in the Fifth Pan African Congress of 1945. As one of 

the principal organizers of that conference,you may be able 

I believe, to recall, or reach papersW which provide day-by-
/ 

day proceedings which covertwolowo's participation. I have no 

more than a few hints to go by. An autobiography published 

recently in Nigeria by one of the participants, Chief H.O. Davies, 

i nd i cates that what Awolowo said at the conference appeared right 

but was not wel l recieved. The tenor of what he is reported to 

hav e said reminds me of a speech by one of the characters in 

your novel, A WREATH FOR UDOMO.I have no way of corroborating 
01\ 

it . I am rather he1pl~ss because no book Pan Africanisrn deais 
"' with the matter in any comprehensive manner. Most of the books 

.for that matter, appear to be more concerned with a roll call 

of those who later· became famous as leaders of government rather 

than as leaders of thought.. Understandably, they are also more 

concerned with the resolutioins than with the positions taken 
I 

by ind i vidual partic i pants. And you, Sir - although I Lhink r 

nave rPad all your books - I cannot rememrber anything that you 

have said abviout the Pan African Congress of 1945. Yet you seem 

to me t o be more qualified than anybody else to say something 

author i tative on that con f erence. I am aware that I am taxing 

you by mak1 ng this request for you to do a r·ecal L around one 
of the many participants.As no library in Britain has so far· 
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been able to help, I hope you do not mind this attempt to impose 

my request upon your centrality to this part of African history.If 

you cannot find the time to write about the matter at good lenght. 

please let me know where it is poss:i_ble to get the kind of information 

that I want. Outside any direction that you might be able to 

give me . why not write something about that conference or the 

whole of that period the European section of that period 

in African nationalism- in the manner of TELL FREEDOM or RETURN 

TO GOLI? Your reply even without the information requested 
• j , 

for will be recieved like a bonus. . ) 

The first hope is that this letter will get to you. i'm 

optimistic. 

Yours 

•· 
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On Ja1naica Government Service 
"NATIONAL ECONOMY 

OPEN Carefully 

RE -USE With Economy Label " 
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THE INCOME TAX DEPARTMENT, 
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DUN FORD HOU S E 

MID"HURST 

SUS S EX 

M I O H URST 165 

.June 13 1955 

My dear Peter, 

I am immensely grateful to you for 

1 our letter. The .fact that you approve in 

• genera l is a _grea t reassurance. You ha ve 

done me a gre a t service by making time 

to read through the drafts. 

j 

The book is being re-written to the 

extent of about t wo thirds. I am not ,al­

tering me -argument, but making it, I hope·, 

twice as convincing_. I am full7[ in agreement 

with your two comments. I have amended the 

reference to the Federal Constitution. I 

ha~e also altered the ;;t;,e about inter­

marriage. What I wrote did not represent 
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my own view, but was a concession to strong 

feelings in certain quarters. This I now 

recognize to be a mistak~, ·and I have al­

tered the ~ ge accordingly . 

W'1en the book is off my hands, as 

·r hope it will be in a fortnight's time, 

we must try to meet. I want to keep in 

touch with you. - If youdannot pay a visit 

to Dunford I shall do my best to come to 

London. 

Ever yours, 
•. (J_ 

/ / ~ 

B.S. I return the cuttings which I have 

read with interest and full agreement. 
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57 Jes sel Dr j_ v~ 
Laughton, 
Esi:;ex. 

JunFJ 1, 1955 . 

I have jus t fini shed t he nine chapt er s by t h skin cf my t eet h, but 
I fe<.r I E:gree s o conipl t ~l :t wit .. i."hat you hn1re set o m t c .. t 1 ca.nnct 
really be of a...ny u se on t he fund nent al ~ oi nt s . I think you kn w t us. 

'fhere are two minor points, however, on whi ch I s hould ve ry much l ike 
you t o thitJ.k ove· aeoJ.n. T e first i s your ention. of t he Cen"tra Afri ca 
Ii'ederation i nrelation to partnershi -:i in your fist cha ter . You say i t 
(ps.r t n.er sh.i.1 ; i s t e ,olicy a reed on by ril l pf rti ef, in thi s count r y . Th«t 
i s so~ Then you add t h t it i s t hee licit ba si s o the cons t itution of 
t e Federuti on, T" o oint I :L ee l t hat mig!J.t prt)f:ita bl y be 11ade hEre i s t h t 
we do not all mean t he s .e thi ng by partner ship , The unbt1.l1:..nce o t' black 
and white r !)r e sen ~tion in th Federa As ~ri:bly is V:'!r y g r ..,E:.'t i ndeed and 
c nnot bH chang,1d e xcept by tho white member s of t. e rasse!T..bly. think i t 
is i m11ort . .-=.. t that the Capr icor Africa mo'!lement S,io d not see _ to endorse 
t his . You know t he hypersensitivity of the b , s t 131!1 0!"' the 1.T:r'fc'ans on sucn 
points w I ~.:'nclose hor ~wi t 1 Oll"" of a serie, of arti d e s I :i i . or t he 
Canadian national weekly 8ATUP.D Y NI GHT, It i s r at er 1popal· 1 - ':3 t hese 
t ings ha-r,~ t o . - b1 t, t.l e i '1co T r: n tryi no- t co .. v 2,:1 to ye ::.. probb.bly 

• emer ges. more clear l y in it t h~t .1er e . 

My second r,oint i i' your ha dlir.g of the r a t . e r e::,.1otionally ch r ged 
1ue stion of mi:t cl. arl'iB 1 e s .. "hi s is a c elicat e one , 'ut, fo r all the 
reali ty of s t tl"lr f ears, it, i s e .lly a r ed- h· rrin;t . I 11 0 not f eel t 
all ha_ py th~ r-, f 0re •• h0u ~ your third pa r:.. o pagE- 6 o • t :1e clw )ter dea ng 
wit.b r ace. Yott urge ·t her e a s"trong public oninion to discourage i nt er-
TTIE.rria P. . Thi r-, ,. +,o '!1 , 1 is saili f! too close t o the moral "find 1 or my liking • 
I would f eel exactly t e s :s.TTJe were you t o urge a s trong public opinion to 
enooura

12
P. int.er - o r:::-i eg.s. ;· a riag,'! , c s.·., ~ci r 1 y .,h L,ti a.n urri , 6e , i s , I 

feel very s trongly, too sa cred a private contract e h .. en t ·o in i Vlilduals 
and t '1eL Goe .. l a:!1 rol>r.bl y cO"np ~te ·1 y wrong rb•)Ut t , i s , Joe, but I should 
s 1ould f <'le . o much happier i f t he of f endi1 paragrB.r,h should co. e out . 
fy second e .nc l o3U c v J.3 -~ COO.f · f u 1.tt r '( -.... ,t e on :1i s san:~ subject i n 

r eply to a l e tt.e r by a mi ~si onary. T u s , in all t e book, is t ' e only 
i mport nt po:nt ~l er _;__ fee. I •wt 0 0 c..-...1.0 . ' 1J.' t n you. I t hin. all t h 
r e st wonderfully clear -n.d off ering what I f eel sure will lead to new 
t hi n cing i n .:, ~1 0 11 o· 1"ey . 1'.'obL, "S .Ln _\fr i. a t ')r1;o • 

Yours ever, 
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• 
DUN F O RD H O U S E 

M I D H UR S T 

S U SSE X 

M I O H UR S 1' 16 5 

April 5 1955 

My dear Peter , 

I am c ommitted t o writing a book whi ch 
will interpret the i dea o f the Capricor n 
Africa Society . I think that as i dea the fate 
of Afri c a de pends on it . I vant the b ook to 
refle c t , if n os s ible , the African mind a s 
truly as the Europe an. Th i s i s n ossible onl y 
if one or t wo Afr ic an s paetic i Date in the 
fundamental thinking . ou can helu me more 
than anyone e l se v ithin r e ach . I c an send you 
the stuff in a fe v week s time to tear to 
nie c es so f a.r as may be ne c e s 1,ary . But a t 
this sta e a ta l k with you a b ou t f un damentals 
would make the whol e di.ffe r e nc e . 

Can you c ome to Dunford? I s hall l a d l y 
meet a ll costs of trav e l . I know i t is a 
g r e a t de a l to a sk and do so only b e cause a 
good de a l may hing e on gett i n g things right . 
A good de a l has hap pen ed sinc e we l as t me t , 
and unexpected onportunities h av e on ened up 
o f doing something that might c ount . 

Dav id Stirling wi l l be s pending a week 
here thi s month and we shal l be working on 
the book toge ther . I am not c erta i n what hls 

) 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



commitmen t s a r e , but I t h ink t hat i f April 
18 , 19 , or 2 0 t h wer e possibl e for you, he .wem 
wou l d prob ably b ~ re e to jo i n in .t he c on­
v e r sat i on . J.k.. J• J... c.#~ ~ J,.,..e...;a °;. J -­
J,.-rV,&..A-, G--J Ca..- J.--4- UC. '-f P"'- J a,/-d . 

Apart f rom t hi s I am p r e t ty we l l booked 
un fo r Anr i l, thou gh I c ou l d mana~e , U think 

nri l A..s th , 26 t h ~ 28 th or 29th . 
• 

Also, nr obably , a d a t e i n t he firs t 
week of May, or a l most any time a f t e r May 9th . 

If Dunfor d is ,~t oo f a r f or , ou I s a l l 
t r y t o come to London . But t his ~i s not v e ry 
easy f or me , a n d it wou l d ~robab l y h a v e t o 
be a fte r Ma y 9 th . Also we c ou l d t a lk for 

r eat e r l en g t h of time and und e r more f av our­
able c ond it i on s in tha s e quie t surrounding s 
if you c oul d ma n a g e a v isit . 

Ev e r your s , 

J?~ & d_, L C .-, 
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Dear Mr Abrahams, 

English Dept • , 

Stranmillis College, 

Belfast, 9. 

5 Dec., 1972 

I am compiling a biographical/bibliographi cal dictionary of 

twentieth century writers in Engl ish, to be published shortly by Blackie 

and Son of Glasgow. 

I shoul d like to include your nameo 

agreeable, I would need the following information: 

If you are 

year and plac:e 

of bir th, deaails of education, professio!f-itles and dates of books published 

under the following genres: poetry, drama, fiction, essays and miscellaneous. 

Details of any critical work about you would also be helpful, as would any 

statement that you would care t o include about your own work. 

k r you in anticipation. 

Yours sincerely, 

( T.H.Parker) 
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TELEGRAMS AND CAB L ES: TELEPH ONE 

S KYPORT 1 98 4 (7 L I NES) P ENG UI NOO K , WEST DRAYTON 

PENGUIN BOOKS LTD 
H AR M ON D SWO R T H· M I DDLE SEX 

17th June 1965 

Dear Mr Abrahams, 

We hope to publish, • -WILD CONQUEST 

during the summer of 1%6 , according to our present 
schedule. 

We should like to print the enclosed short 
biography of yourself on the half-title page of ou~ 
edition. This has been prepared from information 
supplied to us by Faber & Faber :ttd: • - _ ... ,.-. "r 

Will you please assist us by making any corrections 
or additions which you want in this biography (within a 
limit of 150/200 words, normally) and returning the 
corrected copy to me as soon as possible. 

If we have not received any reply from you within 
three weeks of the date above, we shall assume that it 
will be in order for us to use the biography we enclose. 

Yours sincerely, 

~~Lme~yv 
Assnt.Cover Editor 

naging Director : S IR ALLEN LAN E, HON.D.LITT., H ON. L L. D . , H ON.M.A. 

Deputy Managing Director: H . F. P A R O !SSI EN 

Directo;,s..:. lONALD BLA SS l! U N ICE FR OST, 0.B . E . ANT H ONY GODW I N HAN S SCH MOLLER 

S IR \V I LLIAM EM RY S W I LLI AMS , C.B.E. , H O ' .D.LITT. 

Secretary: JAN C . DI C KSON, F .C .A., A. C.W.A . 
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Dear Mr . Abr a hams , 

Ha mbur g 36 
Yll!rl 
Pos t str . 11 b Se pt . ls t , 1956 

Due to the holi day season, it t ook t ill today bef or e I go t a repl y 

f rom t he publishi ng hous e Die der i chs a t Dlis se ldorf to wh om I re ported our 

London conversat i on i mme di a tely a t my r e tur n . They say t hat Fa ber s hav en ' t 

fulff lled t heir req_uest for a copy of "Mi ne Boy" . So I am qui ck ly s endi ng 

t he m my copy . As s oon a s t hey have got it t h ey want t o l ook at at f or a day 

or s o a nd t hen write to you . s f a r as I can say t hey wa nt t o a pproach you 

definitely . 

Thi s is only to give you an inter mediat e war n ing . sec ond firm, 

Bertel s mann of Bi elefeld, i s a lso i nte r es t ed andw±li wi ll bes ti r i t self i n 

ca se Dieder ichs for one re a son or another s ho uld not bite . Coul d you l e t 

me have your Jamai ca addr es s a s s oon as yo u move t here? 

That brings me to my l a st point . I have appl i ed t o t he I nt er - University 

Council f or Hi gher Educa tion Overs eas at Wo burn Sg_ uar ,e f or a post a dverti sed 

i n The Ti mes by t he University Coll ege of t he West I ndi es . I t is a Senior 

Research Fell owshi p i n the field of Social Sci en ce . I am convinced I could 

do what i s expe cted , a nd possibly might s er ve t he community we ll f or the 

ve r y r eason t hat I a m a n outs ider . The proj ect i s to be chosen by the man 

appo i n ted hims e l f . I shal l consult Lewi s and Si mey beforehand i n case t hey 

giv e me t he j ob . I s huuilid just like t o infor m you i n case you have any in­

fluence i n that line or are a s ked your opi nion . 

The eveni ng a t yo ur hospi t able hous e i s still a v ery happy me mory 

with us . Ki ndest regar ds to Mr s . Abr ahams and t he children . 

Sincerely yours , 

k· 11 (/4;1/ ,,,r 
I I • I!< f-; /(;:_:,_ 

(Karl He i n' Pfeffe r) 
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Doa_ Dr . Hi l l , 

•,•7 ,J <.s Fi 1 D-p•i v - - _.,_ , , 

Loughton , 
Esri - • 
.En;:;J.c. d . 

Augu~t 16, 19fi4 • 

I am -3:rat f f'o r y u . •tto:e of' 1Lu811:::-i; ,..,__ 1. , and 
e]. · a i",hrd; yon fc ,1 ' Tl' o Co J.:1:L c t of Cult :t:f' , i L Afri ca ' 
a tu.1cf u.l c ont;ri l.iu t i on . 

I lbvc n "tiJ i .tliv:r..C'.'.e;d t .Lw Royal I n s i:; i tut . of 
Int J"ri.a:t. i cmal At:::.'ai "S of yon.,,.. d or:il" , J , I '.,. 1:ri nt th , 
:--.rti .1~ iY.i. FE'.n.,o l p and o f' .m..i i ntc, t;··.on to l ot, you . 
The.'f lic,v .cc2~t11. i:,:t- · tJ anf rr-qu s··-. "hut ~rou ackno-ril c c;o 
i t a::; a repri nt J'fil~ttr:Nf.'TOl\AL ;, ,,·./.1\IR ' . 

Th(, rt:i~t:;clc jJ; 'iJ~.:i.ng rv.._.2.•ol11.,tctJd. :i.n ut J. !".o.:si.; f u:r 
"'th, .. COl'L.t::•j ~.J , :l. n.c 1. ,€l_1n~ I .nclj_, C tJr i,L~ '( • j_, n .. f So 1. ! 

:.f:i-Lca ... 

r:r . , fo zcll C. Hill , 
Pl ... J-OJJ , 
-~d.il , nta U.nivcroi-'ty , 
A.TJ ~.rA 3 , CHWRC-I • 
u.s .A. 

../ r T 

-----
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Editorial Office 

Peter Abre.m.s , Esq . 
34 Jessel .Urive 
Laughton, .C:ssex 
Engl and 

ear r . bra.ms : 

PHYLON 
A Quarterly Review cf Race and Culture 

Atlanta University 

ATLANTA 3, GEORGIA 

Augu st 6, 1954 

'hank you kindly for sending me a copy of a reprint of a 
r ecent article entitled 11 The Conflict of Cultur e in .n.fr ica . " 
I have r ead the article with a gr eat deal of inte rest and I 
am entirely i n agr eement with t he views expressed . 

am wondering i f it i s possi ble f or us to obt ain pe r ­
mi ssion to re- publish the artic le in PHYLON . In our judg­
ment , i t ma.ke s a very definite contribution and would be of 
interest to PHYLON readers . 

I , 
my stay 
tr i p i n 
be ab l e 

MCH:rav 

too:S am very sorry tha~ we mi ssed each othe r during 
in r itain . ilowever , l l ook forward to a r et ur n 
t he not t oo distant futur e , and I hope t hat we will 
t o spend some t i me t ogether. 

Editor 
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PITZER 1050 North Mills Avenue 

Claremont, CA 91711 -6101 

A MEMBER OF THE CLAREMONT COLl,EGES (909) 621-8000 

Dear Mr Peter Abrahams: 

' 

July 2'/, 1998. 

It was wonderful talking with you a few days ago. I'm really honored , 
flattered and appreciative by your liking my Dhlomo monograph. It means a 
lot to me, for as I mentioned on the tei ephone, I was startled on readin g 
Return to Egoli that you were veru good friends. 

As I begged and requested of you, I would really appreciate if you could wri te a 
Foreword of a few pages for my Dhlomo monograph. It would be a real great 
honor. 

Please find enclosed "The TransAtlantic Connections of the New Afri can 
Movement" which is included in the anthology I'm editing called: Black 
Modernity: Discourses Between United States and South Africa . The book 
will appear later this year or early next year. Please find attached a photc,rnpy 
of the publicity sheet for the book. This essay is important because it ma bis tlw 
parameters of the work l hope to be doing for a decade or more. I w ould l e 
happy yo hea r your reflections on it. 

I'm looking forward to reading some of your essays, which you thought \ 0,..1 

might possibly send to me. As I inquired on the telephone: do yo u have 
enough essays which may be published in a book form? I think such a b \-ll ) , 
from you would be invaluable to future generations in a 'New South Afri ca '. 

Best regards. 

Sincerely, , 

~a 
Ntongela Masilela . 
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THE P.N.M. PUBLISHING CO., LTD. 
DIRECTORS : 

C. LEGENDRE 
(Chai rman) 

C. NAMSOO 
J. H. MAURICE 
A.N.R. ROBINSON 
E. MOHAMMED 
/\ . DOTTIN 
A. K. SABC A-ABOUD 
A. BERMUDEZ 
A. T . CARR 
F. BLACKMA..111" 
MRS. M. WY KE 

TTANDOLPH RAWLINS 
Ed i to r 

V. A. SH EPPARD : 
F .Comm.A . 

Secretary / Manager. 

Your Ref. . ... .. ... . . . ... . 

Our Ref .... . ... .... ..... . . 

PRINTERS & PUBLISHERS 

PUBLISHERS OF 

The NATION 

BANKERS 

THE ROY AL BANK OF CANADA 

CABLB ADDRESS 
"PENNAT• 

PORT-OF-SPAIN 

90 Frederick Street, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, W.I. PHONE 35158 

Mr. Peter Abrahams , 
Edi tor , 
The fe t Indian Economist, 
164 - 166 arbour Street , 
Kingston , Jama·ca. 

Dear Mr. Abrahams , 

22nd October , 2. 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .. ·························"···'"··-

Last month you wrote stating that you had forwarded , in 
my care , issues of The Vest Indian Economist - Vol. 5 No . 1 . You 
also asked t hat I arrange for sel ling them. 

Since The lation i not geared for 
I took the liberty of contacting Fogarty ' s & 
the Managine Director, Mr. aro d Crowe , * to 

that sort of enter rise , 
o . Ltd .• , and asking 

attend to the matter. 

He has done so . The magazines are on sale and I be iev 
one of his subordinates ould have written you in connection with 
corMnission and the like . 

1 y I apologise for this delay in writing. As you would 
imagine , our hands were fill ed during and a ter the In ependence 
eriod , whilst I had to go to Grenada on the occasion of the r ecent 

general election. 

do hope that your arr -gements with Fogarty ' s are 
permanent and satisfac~oryo 

My very best regards . 

illiam Fogar ' dad & obago) Ltd . , 
62 & 74 Marine Square, 
Port of pain. 
Trinidad. 

cc. Mr. Harold C , _-o-. 

You.rs faithi' lly'/ (~ 

op aw ins , 
EDITOR , 

THE A I ON. 
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THE P.N.M. PUBLISHING CO., LTD. 
DIRECTORS : 

C. LEGENDRE 
(Ch.airman) 

C. NAMSOO 
J . H. MAURICE 
A.N.R. ROBINSON 
E . MOHAMMED 
A . DOTTIN 
A. K. SABGA·ABOUD 
A. BERMUDEZ 
A. T. CARR 
J• ·. BLACKMAN 
MRS. !\I . WYKE 

R \NDOLPH RAWLINS 
Edito r 

V. A. SHEPPARD : 
F .Comm.A. 

Secr etar y /Man ager. 

Your Ref .. . ... ... . . • . • .• . 

Our Ref . . .. .. . . . . .. . .. • . • . 

PRINTERS & PUBLISHERS BANKERS 
THE ROYAL BANK OF CANADA 

PUBLISHERS OF 

The NATION 
90 Freder ick Street, Port•of•Spain, Trinidad, W.l. 

CABLE ADDRESS 
''PENNAT• 

PORT-OF-SPAIN 

PHONE 35158 

············"1 J•.Ql!t .. l!:l!-~~n: ........ M ... 1~ .. 

Mr. Peter A1rall...._ 
Eii ter, 
Tlle Weat Iaaia• E•••••iat, 
164-166 Har1eur Street, 
Kiaptea, 
Jaaai••• 

/ 

May I araw ye\ll' atte•ti•• t• aa err•r waicll appear■•• Pap 
8 ef tlle NeTe■,er is■ue •f yeur jeul"Jlal, Ve1.4. N•. 5. 

Tllere yeu feat11rea aa eait•rial c•mmeat waat waa, i• 
fact, a •ewa repert fr•• •~r cerreapeueat i• Jaiaaiea. 

RR;jk. 

Yeu will appreciate tae imp•rtaat aiffere•••• 

Rnaelpa Rawliu, 
Eait•r• 
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SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM 
INDIANA UN IVERSITY 

September 14, 2007 

Peter Abrahams 
c/o Faber & Faber Ltd., 3 Queen Square 
London WClN 3AU, England 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

1 am writing a ·book in which you figure significantly as a member of th~ London political 
community to which George Padmore also belonged. My focus is on how you, Padmore, 
James, Nkrumah, Kenyatta, Wright and others used publishing to, build opposition to 
colonial rule in Africa. 

I have relied on archived correspondence and on your published work (including your 
recent autobiography published in the U.S. by my own university's press) to write about 
your place in this community, but it would be so helpful ifl could put some questions 
directly to you. Would you mind if I sent questions to you by email or letter? You could 
then respond to whichever ones you wanted to respond to, at whatever length suited you. 

Of course, it would be grand to sit down and talk with you, but since we are so far apart, 
perhaps we could converse in this writerly way. If that suits you, could you give me a 
Jamaica address to write to? Or else an email address? 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Best wishes, 

") 
-f /co. -? / c. ,t..---,11.,.,--.--(___ 

j 
Carol Polsgrove 
Professor 
cpolsgro@indiana.edu 

P.S. I am also sending this letter to the Jamaica address that I found on the web. 

Ernie Pyle Hall 200 940 E. Seventh Street Bloomington, IN 47405-7108 (812) 855-9247 fax (812) 855-0901 www.journalism.indiana.edu 
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Po t 11 

lstruo.t , 
- I othorlund o 

De ~ e Poot, 

9th Oc ober 1959 . 

Thunk you very uch ·or your letter of 
Octobc lot. I shall of cour c b l ~d to try nnd 
ann· er any queutionu you mig t h·vc concerning •Y 
boo and the other boos ncntionc in your l tter . I 
run fraid thou h t, you ig t find me a poor co r-
e pond nt PS I ho.vc o.n cnor.ouv vol a of wok to Gt 
through ubliohing the ·,eot di ...,cono i ut r onthly , _/_ 

tu il ing o. n be of o 1cr civic co i n·!:is, ~ 
oi t tine on various , dv · sory counc 1S d co ittoco 

In di ion to t • o I am ryi ,.,. o ct boo: or t1- o 
·-.-ri tt n . 11 thi s c;ivci.) me vc y li ttl t· e for pri­
vate correi..pondon'C.-6 or oven for very r,uch of a. ooci·il 
lifo e lIO\,evcr , I ill do tho bc1.,t I can to an..,wcr 
your 1uo .... tion •• 

Your3 sincerely, 

~ 
Pc er br h • 

PA:ohk 
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J.J. ?osr 
/os "9.l"r>EL S>.r,r,9,9r 

T#,!"/< #-'9CCI,:. ,11.fT/2"~,.;>,<~N~.S" 

.JJm-,., l"h,_ A~vCl.ll"Vol, 

~ ~ Afu. ~~ -4o a-alt. ~-oz... c.. ~ . 

~::\ 4 ~ -- . cf ~ -0~ -'·-tn Clf,>ee<a~ M'I-~ ~ o.,nd. 

pOc>'h:tQ ~ <ij> ~a,. f'1::r ~ ~~ MJ -cm, 10=-h-n,a,,Ju a..na -c~. 
So ~ ~ A<,Oea_ ~ a--=t. ~ I"~~ ,on~ ~ t°~ ~ ~ 
~~ po--;i.hn~. 1h yoi..... ~ . ~ NI-~ ,n.e.~ ~~ 4o ~ 
,.::~~ -~'l.ll . 

r'l..Orn $.v.i -Ko€6!1 ' ~ , :., c::tv.,...04-'ad. ~ ~~ ' /1\a,m.t½ -fo P..a.,e 

o. fi.&a ~ oY ~ =1v-ec...-., cf J~ ~ ,=-0\., -~ ~~ c o.-td ~ 
-fb'l, AR. fw.r,>O'>e. <f .&,~ f)'7"a~~ j :J·tt 'W~ ~ ,-,.Rt, __g=t ~ ~ c., 

~ ~~ 1 ~ ~ J~c... ~ 40 ca~ ~ ~ -to r 
""""'° d.vUCC ~~ ~ aa~. ~ ~-"'I,-(, ,not -ou«.u.dect. _j ;,,, 

~0/1.Q,.::J 70'/o :, ~ got ~ <.1A-v.> -we-t. a.t: C\®. . So,.-..e, wWv.> ~ ~ ~ ~ I:: 
-Ro..ue ,_Cf>fc e.Cl/U.d. w. -1t(e. . :0~ <;jl2:<,ct-n.e,,, ,, C,....;,.. wRcct Can,1eoct .') do rl\ldt ~ "'-1'_) 

a....-.d. ~ ~ t."' ~ -~ ~ a. ~-0~ ~ • 
M ~ ;) 1 ~ (3...,;.et -Uf> c.. ~ ~ cut: J~ .u-cL 4c, 

::> ~~ ~ qµ.Ae ~ .-Co~ /!tb.o-,,.Jt; .;+_ TR,, ~t &r:.lt..:) -8~ w= ':}t'W\. 

~ 'l:. L 4h . .kleamd. 'rc:, N,o:,a.i.c..J) ~°"~ :'.> .G~ f'tcmiQQ.C!II'\ :C~a..-.::t cf ~ 
~J , r~" l ~ of Wo-cct oma Wa.-ie-1.J ,a,,ict ~ C ~ c, t..VU1.. 

~ . ~ ve al~ 0-GC!.~ a ~ ~.,,_ of O ;:,~·o-Q. ~'1'\C. 

::J ~d .e.Jt:.a.. ~ ~ -."Id. ~ ~-ou. ,ak,o-u:i: -<l07N. 4Wl,;,~ ~ 

~ aA«l€-Y'\ w,A = ~ c~~ ~OIAA. -&-oPc ~ Mu>. ~~ ~ 5- ve 
~ - ~~ -v1-ee r-,~ fos ):,!<JI.<, ,f,c, ~ o~ ~ fb-t- +1-? <lf'4o 
wiQQ ::i<)I.A.. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ • 

r -01,, -tR.t.o P~ ~ r.;}ci: ~ci.u.. ~ ft-on,, -tR.. ~ f'~ 
~~ ~ . ·na;., ~ ~ewe~ c:1. ~ fct, !>,m ~e.Of c:l,Y) ~t:' 

~ ~ .ll-wt&.. ~ C :, ',n,,, ~~ ii..-, ec.o-n.o~ ' '-'-"'-IA-wl on .-m.oct& 

~ -w. ~ ~ -P.ecw,,,.~ B~.J . N~/41~ ~ :J -1'\2.vel\.. 

~ ef ~C'W\, f'~~- ;;, ~ ~ So C...:c& ~ E'=»== 5 ~ J , 

Of co~ :J ~t" a.~ ~ fo"- ~ ~ ~ co..u-o~ ::Jo.... . 

H,ol°~ +o ~ "'1 = ~ ~QIA, ::, ~' .Dea-. Svi..) 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



AEROC \MME 

LUCHT!' , TBLAD 

I 

16 L; , 1--k::vi,.Q,O\N'\. Sh..e..e,+ 

PAR AVION / PER LUCHTPOST 

EXPEDITEUR / AFZENDER 

.. .... . .ZJ. Po.s:r .. 
/os /PAP,:L J' T,R.19;9 7 

T,.y~ ... k-?'<?"'.'<':-:- . 4'.<.1.?Y-C../f.1~!r.LJ.~ ....... ..... .. ....... ... . 

NIETS INSLUITEN! 
INDIEN ZULKS TOCH GESCHIEDT, DAN WORDT DEZE BRIEF PER BOOT I TREIN VERZONDEN 

N3N3d0 \131n , 
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Prht81"•~ Ink, 
The P'ditor, 
1.35 Madison A'Ye., 
New York 22, 
u.s.A, 

Dear Bir, 

• Being a subNri b81' to Printer I s Ink ve htl'•e just r81le1Ted your 
Oetober 23rd Ia•n• !.nd vere 110re thsn surpri1ed a.t your "Jrtiole on 
Pace /,2 "'Jbere Rum Comes Frou" incorporating a hrief Ol1 Advertising 
in Je,,.ica West Ind !ei,, lnfor-,,qtion glftned ~rom Mia■• Sheila Chong 
- Miss J·all&ioa 1~9. • 

we \IOU.ld like to point out that aoet of the illtor,,,ation in your 
article ie erroneous &M ask that 7ou haTe it corr~cted for the benef1~ 
or W'tertising 1n Ja~a.ica. , that yGu my J.ll"88ent a true picture of the 
Advertising Agency B1:E1i!:~ss in this coffl.ltl'7. 

-
Ad-;:-qrtising Agencies in JaMica. do not re1Jdl"e a license to operr½te 

but muat be reoogn11111ad by the P11b11shen Aesocbtion - a. bod.1 composed 
or ,·e;ireGent.a+.fTfts .. rom most loc"11 New Papers and '-!af~?.ines. Recognition 
h--J the Publ1ebere Aseoc:i... tion mea!18 that they ackncvledg(f ':I.D ~«ency •s 
Financial stability and <1•1e.lifioation tor service to elients. Ae or 
~Tu,-ie 1957 tbr, Pllbl ishers Assocfation laid <\ow nev r 11J !nge whereby an 
a.genoy to l)e recognia«J !'!l' 18t handle at least Five ktive accounts and 
meet certain epeoitied cro• billing qu&lif'ications 111 (hior to this all 
.Agenoiee received 12f% 001111isafor~ there vere no ClaeaU'iaation ot Agenciee.) 
In ?ehruary 19'8 further rulinp wn issued vbereey lgenoiee vould bf! 
clanif'ied aa elth_. Cass •1• recei't1.ng 12~ eo1111iaaion or Class "B" 
l"Meirlng l~ o011id.es1oa. At this time there were thirt-ee11 Agencies in 
Ja1.111aiea - tbe -Publiehera Association t.hen reeogniaed eight or these Agenoi• 
11a Chn •A• - (w ,.... one ot t.he •1.cht) and th• t i Te oth•r a,enciea wre 
aader eon■idfJftt1on. In Ootokr 1958 the Publlahera luociation t tmlly 
reoogntucl •ltnen 1191101• Clan •1• - there ar• no Class- •B11 a1enei6i! 
today. to an aaalput1 ot tw •cie1 t.be are nov oD11 t.en 
Active ~~eneies 1a J11T1tAioa - Clan •A• Age•1•• 

Ve would 't'flr'Y ••ll •l'Pl~"iata y~ J)ll"l:.a'.,::.ng an article oorreo-ting 
th into ti.cm Nleuecl in 7our Oetoblr 2)rd iaau ae Joar article eould 
::;e do.r.iaging to loeal apnclid •nJ of whoa are a.ttillatea ot f'oreigft l aenoiea 
throughout the worl4. 
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thie matter and have no doubt llha.tsoever t:.:st you v1J 1 in turn 

dn e ve~ythiug \Titl:in :rour pover to give the Advertising world t1 

tr,,c r• ict.• ·re cf ,~ dvertising in J3.l'lla1crn .• 

'l'"' ,anking you, 

We r Prrie. in , 

C. f.\ LINDO. 
Bu sin ... s::i hispl~y :..1'1.nrt f: er . 

CFL/th s. 
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Where rum comes from 

Word reached us that the advertis­
ing manager of The West Indian Econ­
omist was in from Kingston, Jamaica, 
and wanted to tell us about advertising 
there. Our infurmant briefed us that the 
publication is comparable to Barron's 
and The London Economist, so pre­
pared for a sober afternoon we arrived 
at a midtown hotel. 

It was sobering, all right. The adver­
tising manager who greeted us was a 
very well-arranged beauty named Shei­
la Chong, and we shortly discovered 

th.t t she is also Miss 
Jamaica and a con­
tender in the upcom­
ing Miss World con­
test. 

Miss Chong insisted 
on telling us about ad­
vertising. We learned 
that all ad agencies in 
Jamaica must be li­
censed, and to get a 
license they must have 
lined up four accounts 
representing a mini­
mum amount of bill­
ing. We learned that 
agencies are rated by 
class-either A or B, 
depending on the mnn­
ber of accounts and the 
billing. We learned 
that there is currently 
one class A agency, 
wnicli gets a 12½ 12er 
cenr commission, ~ 
twn--or-Iliree class B 
a~encies, which get ten 
per 'cent-. - - -

WeTe'""arned all about 
how and why Jamaica's econOJilY_ is 
prospering, that domestic consumption 
and exports are up, that people there 
are "becoming more advertising-con­
scious" and that there is "a crying need 
in Jamaica for talented people in all 
phases of advertising." We also learned 
about media-that a new radio station 
was recently inau~urated and that in 
three months there will also be a new 
daily competing with The Gleaner 
( a.m.) and the Star (p.m.), which is 
owned by the Gleaner. 

Finally we interrupted to ask Miss 
Chong how she got involved in all 
this. It was very simple, she told us. 
She'd been working as a layout artist 
at Art & Publicity. Jamaica's one class, 
A agencf when -t"i&!!!_mo~ths ..ll9~ 
West In ian Economist hired her away. 
A few years ago, said Miss Chong, who 
is a native Jamaican, United Artists 
offered her a movie contract which she 
turned down to aocept a scholarship at 
Emmanuel College in Boston, where 
she majored in fine arts and got the 
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training that eventually led her into 
advertising. 

We wondered what will happen 
should she win the· Miss World title. 
Miss Chong assured us that no matter 
what, she will be right back at The 
West Indian Economist. She empha­
sized that she'd gotten into the Miss 
Jamaica contest because Red Stripe 
Beer, a Jamaican brand, wanted to 
sponsor her. Mter all, one must help 
promote the economy. 

Mouth-watering 
Neiman-Marcus of Dallas tells us 

that its Zodiac Restaurant is now serv­
ing such delicacies as "wrapped chil­
dren," "mother-in-law's eyes" and "old 
clothes." Lest the news send you call­
ing the Department of Health, Educa­
tion and Welfare, the menu is merely 
part of the store's South American pro­
motion and in South America, we are 
assured, "wrapped children" are plain 
old banana fritters, "mother-in-law's 
eyes" are stuffed prunes and "old 
clothes" is the name of a sauce served 
over Hank steak. 

No matter what, there are less than 
100 meals left until National Indiges­
tion Week, announces the Baking Soda 
Institute, an event "which starts right 
after Thanksgiving dinner." 

Shutting up 
Radio Station WCAE, Pittsburgh, 

was in a quandary. Its announcers were 
spending too much time chatting and 
too little time playing records. So Paul 
Ruhle, the program director, installed 
an ''automatic talk-stopper." Now when 
an announcer gets carried away with 
his own prose, the engineer throws a 
switch and on comes a recorded voice 
that drowns out the chatter by exclaim­
ing, over the air: ''All right, all right!" 
And should the engineer get carried 
away with the announcer's prose and 
neglect to throw the switch, Ruhle has 
instructed listeners to call in on a spe­
dal phone and shout: "All right, all 
right!" WCAE says that response has 
been simply terrific; why, in one hour 
50 people called one announcer and 
yelled, "All right, all right!" 

Morale, anyone? 

Old world 
Chain Store Age, which spends a 

good deal of time leaning over coun­
ters, recently cast its eye on Russian 
drug stores, and reports back that they 
look more like museums than apothe­
caries. "The lighting is murky by Amer­
ican standards and the decor was out­
moded here 30 years ago," says Chain 
Store Agt gloo111ily. Stnrf'. ar divided 

into a series of rooms with marble 
arches, ornate columns and inlaid tile 
floors." 

Unlike American drug stores, where 
frequently the customer must fight his 
way to the aspirin through record al­
bums, raincoats and small appliances, 
Russian drug stores sell only . drugs­
no cosmetics, toiletries, candy or to­
bacco. "Drugs are hidden in drawers 
or displayed in dark mahogany show­
cases," Chain Store Age reveals, "and 
as for 'professional touches,' the Rus­
, iam settle for a ehart on cancer detec-

1, , a hronze stah1e of Lenin." 
Vm ,t 1 ,t •. .\lust of the pharma­
cists in Russia are women. 

• • • 
Prisoners in the San Mateo (Calif.) 

County jail publish a newspaper called, 
poignantly, "Time." 

The enigmatic consumer 
When the British frigate HMS Scar­

borough docked in Buffalo, N.Y., the 
local USO held a party for the crew, 
going out of its way to procure 1,000 
imported English tea bags. At party's 
end, almost 1,000 tea bags were still 
left, and the crew had depleted the 
USO club's supply of milk. 

Flavor buds 
So the Reader's Digest's latei.t cig­

arette report cheeringly finds that all 
manufacturers have cut down tars and 
nicotine, and then of course there is 
Vanguard, the tobacco-less cigarette. 
But science marches on and on. Now, 
one Henry I. Siegel of Raocho Cor­
dova, Calif., has gotten a patent for a 
cigarette which like Vanguard, is to­
bacco-less, but like nothing we have 
ever smoked, has a sugar concentrate 
instead of paper, and is impregnated 
with flavoring agents such as vanilla, 
orange, banana or blends of several 
flavors. Mr. Siegel says his cigarette 
will offer the psychological effects of 
a real smoke but none of the hazards 
to health-unless you have a weakness 
for banana ~pl1~ 

PR INTERS' INK 
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Printer ' s Ink , 
The Edi tor , 
635 1 ~dison five ., 
No ·· Yor 22, 
U. S. A • 

Deo.r Sir , 

J 

18th Nove ber , 1959 0 

Being a subscriber to Printer' I ,k we h, vo ju.ct 
eceivcd your October 23rd Issue nnd 7ere ~ore t hen surprise~ nt 

your article on Page 42 °Wherc Rum ComcG From" incorpo!'f' ting a 
brief on . dver tising in JaL e.i ca ,c 't Indien , inform tion e let;:_ned 

from Iiiis Sheil Chong - rJiiss Jam c 1959. 
e would like to oint out th~t most of the inform -

t i on in your article is erroneous nnd ask th,t you h ve it corrected 
for tho bcnefi t of fl dvertisi ne in Jamaic - , that you m y resent a 
true pi tu.re of the Advertising Agency Du.sines in t his c ountry . 

dvertising lsgencies in J m i c do not require license 
to ope r te but must be recognised by the Publishera sooci-tion - a 
body composed of repre sent ,tivcs from most local News Papers and 
agazines . Rccogni tion ' by the bli shers /! sooci tion er:ins that 

they cknowledge an Aeency •s l?inoncial st bili ty and qualificction 
for ocrvice to c icn·te . r-s of' Ju.ne 1957 the Publishers ~ssoci.:,­
tion 1 id down new rul inc s \7hcreby an ,.ency to ·be recocni e d must 

I 

h dlc t lenst Five .f\c t ive ccounts ond meet certain s necifi0d 
gross billin0 qu, lific "tions , (Prio:x~ -to t h is ll -uoncie s received 
12-}7o commisnions , there \ ere no Cla.s s ificotion of goncios . ) In 
Fcbrur r y 1958 fur·thcr r uling s ,ere i s sued wher cb; /, enci c s would 
be clo..ssified no oi ther Cloos ' A" receiving 12..,Jj-1: commiss .i on or 
Class nn11 receiving 10;:: commission . t this time there v;ere 
thirteen rcncieo in Jnmni cc - the 1bliohcrs Jssoci ntion then 
recognised eight of thcoo ~_,cncios ..._ s Cl .ss uAn - (we wore one of 
the 0i ght ) e.nd the five other c encies v•ere under· consi deration . 
In October 1958 the Publishc;rs As ooci tion finally recognised 
el even Agencies e,s Class n A" - there nre no Cl so ":8° a\;Scncies 
tod y . Thxe to an amalgamation of t wo Agencies there ,ro no 'f 
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only -ten ctivc ./\gencie s in Jom ca - ftll Cl ss" "Agencies . 

l e would very much appreci te your publishing 

article correcti ng the information r0 l e, s~d in your October 23r d • ---issue -~ your nrti~le c ould be d~m ging to local gencies many 

of ~hem vre ffil i tes of fore i 6 n Agencie s t hroughout tho world . 
V:c feel sure thot your np (['CCL te our point of vievJ in clarify­

ing this m tter and h.ve no doubt whotsoever th t you wil l in 

turn do m.reryt hine within your power to c:;ive t he dvertising 

worl~ true pi cture of ~dvcrtisi ng in J runaic . 

T1nnking you , 

CFL/ths 

• 

Ve rcmnin, 

Your truly , 

C. F. LI DO (S d ) 
-Bu~iness/Di pl .y M gcr . 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



The \iest Indion Economi st 

Printer ' s Ink , 
The Editor , 
635 Madi son Avenue , 
New York22 , N. Y. 

De flr Sirs: 

Miss Chong ' s pology 

Re my Printer ' s Ink interviev. in the October 23r d 
issue I have returned to Jamaic to i scover thot I a, v 0 you 
Jome nisle ding inforn, tion . Bece.u e my source \"l 'lS ,;_1resu.I!1<- bly 
r e iable I never t hought it nece~s ry to quc otion these f cts . 

Since thees fncts (a) that n,..,encies must be liccmoed . 
(b ) thot }rt & blicity is the only A clao agency and (c)th t 
agencies e ra.ted nccording to the number of' accounts they 
curry and the billing; are incorrect I fool thnt I must polo­
gise to all concerned, Would you kindly publish this to clo.rify 

my position. 
I know tho.t you ht1vc olroody received corrections 

both from the Publishers Association of Jar;e.ica end from adverti­
sing ~gencies in Jamaica , so I will not bother to spell out the . 
clorific r, tions . 

I r om ·in , 

Yours truly, 
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Printor's Ink, 
Te ditor 
635 ~ iaon venue, 
Nev York 23 t NY • 

Dar ~i . • 
• 

Tho :c t In inn 
64- 66 Iarb 

cono i ... t, 
vtl•eot 

27th November 1959~ 

ie my inter•s Ink intervic I in the Octob r 23rd 
soue I h ve returned ko J nic to di cov#r th t I , ve you 

oome mislerding in om tion. Dec u e my source 1•0 presun ly 
li bl I never t 1.oueht it nece snry ·to uestion t ese f eta. 

Since thcQe ·f ct ( ) that ncioo mu t be li.en-
Jed (b) th t /,rt & blicity iu the only c as ·oncy n 
( o) t t cmcies o nte cc rdin, to tho number of 
ccounts they cr.irry nd the billin; are incorrect I feel 

uh t I ust olo 1 o to 1 concornc. lould you n~l 
publi h thi to clarify y position. 

I lmow t t you h v . endy r c i ved cor ootions 
bot from the bli~hcrs s oci tion of J o d from 
dverti ing · onciea in J ca, ..,o vill not both r to s·cll 

out he cl ifications. 

I en ·n, 
Yours ·ruly 

Seil u. Chong 
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Printer ' s Ink, 
T' e , d i tor, 
635 A dison Avenue , 
New York 23, N. Y. 

Dear Sirs· 

, 

The West Indi an Econo i.t, 
64-166 Harbour vtreet , 

Ki nBston, Jo aic . 

27th Nove ber 1959 . 

Re my inter •s Ink interview in the October 23rd 
issue I hnve r turned to Janaic to discover that gav you 
i:..orae misleFl ing inform tion . Because my source ..., presu.m • l y 
reliable I never thought it necess~y to question thee f ~cts . 

Since the~e facts ( ) tho- agencies mu't be lioen­
ved (b ) th t }rt & Publicity is t he only clas ·ency rd 
( c) that encies re r teu. accordin.c, to the number of 

accoun:ts they c ry Md the billing; are incorrect I feel 
that I must pologise to a l concerned. Would you kindly 
publish this to clarify my position . 

I kno th t you h ~e nlrcedy received orrections 
both from the Publish ru ssoci ation cf Jam ic and .from 
advertisi ng ~encies in am ica, so I vill not both r to spell 

out the clarif ications . 

I rem in , 
Yours truly , 

Sheila . Chong 
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DI R E CTOR S: T.A . CUTBILL C. J . BASS ETT 

PUBLIC RELATIONS ( Industrial) LTD 

5 PLOUGH PLACE FETTER LA.NE 
LONDON EC 4 FLEET STREET 0626 

Mr. Peter Abrahams, 
Managing Editor, 
The West Indian Economist, 
164-166 Harbour Street, 
Kingston, Jamaica, W.I. 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

25 Farmcote Road, 
Don Mills, Ontar io, 

19 October 1960 

Tony Hugill, whom we bot h apparent l y happen to know, sugge s ted 
I see you , if possible, on my t rip down t o Jamaica next month. He 
is now on his way down there and pos s i bly you will meet. 

( 

Being aware of our cont inuing sear ch for contribut or s to our 
feature service intended to promote good relat ions and better . 
under s t anding be t ween Canada and the West Indies, he was good 
enough to mehtion you as a pos s ible contributor. Und oubtedly we 
should have been in touch with you bef ore 0 

I am at taching a copy of the curr e nt i ssue of our II Letter from 
the British Caribbean" which we have been putting out fo r the 
Canadian press f or a year. It is still in t he develo pment stage 
and probably will be renamed a s it i s i nte nded to include in it 
similar material from Canada as well as from the Jest Indies. I 
also attach a memo on our editorial requirements which similarly 
are being developed. We will be gl ad to add you to our ma i l i ng 
lis t f or this publication. It might give you t he odd i dea'° 
Inc identally we are al so pl anni ng d i st ribution of the s ervice t o 
the We st I ndie s pres s . 

It seems t o me the mo st s at i sfact ory basis to you as a possible 
contr i butor wou l d be on a query or commi s sion bas i s . You have 
und oubtedly the writing abi l i t y and background we are looking f or. 
Our "Letter f rom the British Caribbean" has not completely achieved 
wha t we are t r ying t o do. Only occasionally do we get the sort of 
material from t he West Indies which Canadian publicat ions a re 
interested i n and which I am convinced exis ts provided we can f ind 
the right wr iters t o pr esent it~ 

Dur ing the next period, we plan to commission the occasional 
article of a longer nature, t he sort of assignment you pre sumably 
might be i ntere s ted in . Prov ided we get t he sor t of mate r ial 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



we could expect from a writer of your calibre , w~ ar.e ' prepared to 
pay top rates for it. 

Even if you are not int erested in contributing , I would appreciat e 
the opportunity of meeting you next month. · rn the meantime , we would 
like to hear from you .• 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

I see your publication from time to time, enjoy it and hope 
I profit from reading it. You are obviously doing a very good 
j ob (O, 
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LONDON OFFICE: 

PURNELL & SONS LTD GULF HOUSE· 2 PORTMAN STREET 
LONDON·W·I 

TELEPHONE: MAYFAIR 8863 (25 LINES) 
CHAIRMAN & MANAGING DIRECTOR 

W. HARVEY 
DIRECTORS: .J, C. G18BS. .J . M . THOMPSON . S. V. WILSHIRE. E . R . H . HARVEY. M.C . 

B . CLARKE, F. C.A. P. LAVINGTON, A.C. GRANT, W . .J . HARVEY. 

BOOK & COLOUR PRINTERS & BINDERS 

SFW/MD 
21st December 1964 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Ceyaba, 
Red. Hills P. 0. , 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica 
West Ladies 

Dear Mr. Abrahams, 

W. H. DRAPER . 

WORKS: 

PAULTON • NEAR BRISTOL 
SOMERSET 

TELEPHONE: MIDSOMER NORTON 3301/ 7 

A Night Of Their Own 

At the request of Messrs. Faber and Faber Ltd. we 
have pleasure in forwarding two sets of page proofs, one 
of which is the marked proof. 

Yours sincerely, 

PURNEL ~D~ 
J, j 
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