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MILITARISATION 1D

Speaking on a pancl at the University of Cuyana recently, Janet Jagan,
President of the Progressive Women's Organisation and editor of the
Mirror asked if women benefit in a highly militarised society where the
allocation for sccurity has increased from 1985 to 1986 by $27.4
million while current expenditure for health hos been reduced in the
same period by $8.9 million.

Jagan maintained tant Guyanese women enjoy fiv rights, despite their
constitutional right to work, because of the Ligh rate of unemployment.
When women do work they hold jobs at the lowest level of renumeration:
as domestic workers, weeders, cleaners, waitresses, field-workers.

Other panelists included Viola Burnham, Laxdyiie Eallicharran,

Iris Sukdeo and Faith Harding. Joycelync Lonlw, Deputy Vice Chancellor
of the University of Cuyana chaired the sessions with the student body.
Subjects included: '"Viomen and the Develoruent of the Family', "Women

and Education', "Women in Political Administration” and "Sexual Inequality
and the Conditions of Women in Guyana'.
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STRIKE SUPFORTED BY WOMIN'S CRGANISATIONS
Organisations of women in the USA incliding the National Organisation of
Women (NOW), and the Coalition of Labour Union Wamen are supporting action
by the Independent Federation of Flight Attondants (IFFA).

Six thousant IFFA mombers began a strike in larch this year while the
orgenisation took “rans World Airways to cowrt for bad faith bargaining.
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TWA had called on the IFFA, composed of 85% women to accept a pay
cut of Z:%, The justification given: '"You don't have the seme finan-
cial responsibility as the other employocs. 7ou provide secondary
incanes and rx¢ not the breadwinners.'

In fact, many of the flight attendants arc mro-dwinners. 60% are
married, 40% have children, several arc singlc perents.

The attendants problans are related to T74A'c roquest for a 157 wage
reduction from the mostly male Internationtl ilssociation of Machinists
along with a 34% woge and benefit cut from TVA's pilots. Added to
the 22% reduction, alterations in working oonditions instituted by the
camany will mcon longer hours of work rnl 1oss rest between flights
for less moncy.
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CHINESE WRITLL DTS

Ding Ling, Chirc’s best known woman writer, died in Beijing in March

at 8:. She wns the author of over 30) shoxt stories, plays, essays,
and novels about wren's struggles in love and work. Ding Ling devotad
her life to radical activities and writing, and was often arrested and
imprisoned. In 184., after criticizing the Prarty conrades for treatins
women less thon equal, she was attacked n= o bourpeois feminist. She
wes then forced to rocant both her ceriticisc and same of her early
works. Her story 'Diary of Miss Spphy', miblished in 1928, for
exanple, was severely criticized by Commuist Pexty officials becausc
the mein charncter cxpresses erctic lonziigs mnd is alienated from
Others. In 1949, Ding Ling published her imich acclaimed novel, The

Sun Shines Over tiv Sanggan River, and s coon became editor of Pecple’s
Literature magazine. But in 1957 she weo cs»in criticized and forbid-
den to publish. She wes made to teach adilt literacy classes for the
next 13 years. She was imprisoned in 1270 ot the age of 67. Released
by the Den Xiecping government in 1977, siv held a high position in

the Writer's Union until her death.
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ABORTION DEBACE IIT INICARAGUA

An article in the Sandinista daily newspaper, Berricada, carried the
headline: "A question directed to the enemics of the legal abortion -
Have you thougit sbout what it is like to be « woman?' The article

was part of two lively debates in Nicaragua being led by the rewolution
ary women's orgonisation AMNLAE on the issues of abortion and homo-
sexuality.

"The two issues arc linked because...they bave their origins in what the
Freudians call Libido and what we call, in cveryday Spanish, sexuality;
that is, the intimate expressiocn of life and liberty of every human
being."

The abortion debate opened up at the Thix| licaraguan-North American
Medical Sciences colloguium. A paper wes prescnted that studied com-
plications from chortions treated in hospitnls. Current legislation
only allows therapeutic abortions. Furtbermore, only the 'spouse"
can request the interruption of a pregnancy - aned the majority of
wanen requestine sbortions do not ahve hushonds,

Recamendations wore proposed for the Uinistry of Health to revise

its family planring and contraceptive prag:r.—‘a‘;n and to re-exsmine abor-
tion legislation. UNicaraguans feel that colutions will not appear
overnight since the problem is not only with lows but with people's
attitudes.

The discussicn on hoawsexuality arose from cn cnti-gay comment in a
newspaper articlc. One reader rejected thx coament saying, "Is
this...(comment) in sccordance with the Muture Nicaracuan Constitution,
in which all discrimination for religious, recinl and other reasons is
rejected?' The author responded that hrroscraunlity was "unnatural" since
the "ipal" of sexunlity is reproduction. The reader then answered:

"That reproduction of the uman specics is o pal of sexuality is com-
mon knowledge. That it is its only sl is not so clear.”
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WOMEN PROTEST STTIP SEARCHING

Women in Amegh Joil in the North of Irelond are routinely being
subjected to degrading and mmiliating strip scarches. Since
November 1982, nesarly <,500 strip searches hawve becn endured by women
as young as 15 and as old as 70, many of whom sre unconvicted prison-
ers awaiting trial.

The British Coverment defends strip-scarching on the grounds of
security, but the women are escorted by nmxd juards any time they
are out of jail. The women say that strip-scorching is done solely
to degrade and break the women prisoners before their trial.
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MOTHERS OF THE DIS/IPFEARED:EL SALVADOR

The El Salvador Cormittee for Human Rights hos issued a new catalogue
of arrests and tortures of individual mewhors of the Committee of
Mothers of Political Priscners, Disappoere! onl fAssasinated of El
Salvador anl other luman rights workers. Ticse are accused of'sub-
versive' activities.

The Camnittee is ~ppealing to the internntional public to write letterc
of protest, telex or telegran the President of T1 Salvador,
S. E. Napolean Dusrte, to protest the situntlion,
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