The first investigations were made on the mite population of citrus trees

in Trinided in order to evaluste their variability, density and fluctustions.

Information indicated:
On unsprayed citrus trees many different mite faullies occur, they are

plant-feeders, funguo-feoders or predators.

Four mites were dominant, in order of frequengy they were rust mites,
terpnacarids (both plant-feeders) and phytoseiids and aseids,(both predators).

Rust mites were more shundant on the upper leaf surface and show a
fluctuation in dengity while the terpnacarids were more or less constant
and prefer the lower side of the leaves.

Rust mites and terpnacarids had a preference for the northern parts of
the trees.

The two predacious mites were relative low in density end did not show an
obvious fluctuation and preference for leaf area or part of the trees.



