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The American esence 
Jn the modem world power means responsi­
bili ty more than privilege. For the United 
Sta tes in recen t weeks the exercise of its respon­
sibili ti es as defender of the West and of the 
democracies has become more than usually 
burdensome and thankless. In Europe 
American c,uise and Pershing II rrussiles were 
being deployed to try to preserve a balance of 
nuclear deterrence. and though the missiles had 
been requested by European governrnents their 
imminent arrival prompted massi \·· -rganized 
protests. Jn the Middle East more ti . 230 US 
Marines were slaughtered when a tr , , kload of 
explosives was driven into their barracks in 
Beirut, rekindling concern and criticism about 
the nature and purpose of American involve­
ment in Lebanon. ln the Caribbean US forces 
landed in Grenada to protect 1,000 Americans 
(including 700 medical students), restore order 
and prevent a left-wing Cuban-sponsored 
group from seizing power following the over­
throw of the elected governmem and murder of 
the Prime Minister. 

The invasion of Grenada took place in the 
early hours of Octoher 25 when US Marines 
and Army Rangers landed at three poirns on 
the isla nd. The American forces. which were 
lat.er joined by troops from some neighbouring 
Caribbean countries. met unexpectedly strong 
resistance from some 700 well-armed Cubans 
who had been working on the construction of a 
nt'w airpon. and it was a week before the island 
was securely under control. The US govem­
menfs concern abo ut developments in Gre­
nada dated back to 1979, when Maurice 
Bishop seized power from Eric Gairy, who had 
been Prime Minister since the island became an 
independent member of the Commonwealth in 
1974 Bishop established close relations with 
Cuba and with the Soviet Un.ion. and it was he 
who invi ted tht' Cubans in to bui ld an airport 
v,ith a runway eapable of taking jumbo jets 
(and. as the Americans feared . long-range mili­
tar:-, and reconnaissa nce aircraft ) In the 
summer ofL.i, yt:a ~ Bish op visited the US and 
hc~gan to talk of trying to improve relations 
with Was ington In October he was put under 
house arres1 by more extreme left-wing 
lernenL~ in hi, part) and. after being rescued 

from his house h:: hi~ supporters, was shot by 
troops comm,mded by General Hudson 
A ust.in, who declared he had taken charge of 
t11e island at the head of a military government. 

The decision to invade was made after the 
leaders of the six nations in the Organization of 
East.em Cari' ty,..,3 n St.ates (Antigua, D orrunica, 
St Lucia. St Kim-Nevis, M ontserrat and St 
,.in~nt) had met and appealed for American 

h lp having had a similar appeal from the 
Gnvemor-General of G renada, Sir Paul Scoon. 
Two other Caribbean countries, Barbados and 

Jamaica (not members of the OECS),joined in 
the appeal for American help. 

The invasion thus had the support of most 
neighbouring countries and, as was quickly 
seen once it had taken place, was welcomed by 
many Grenadians. It was nevertheless of 
dubious legality, and was condemned by the 
United Nations and, v,~th less vehemence, by 
some of America 's European allies. in:::luding 
Britain. who fel t that it negated cri ticisms of 
So\~et actions in Afghanistan and elsewhere. ln 
Britain the Prime Minister, Mrs Thatcher, 
expressed strong reservations about the 
American move, having advised President 
Reagan against it during a telephone conversa­
tion shortly before the invasion took place. 
There was a general rule, she said, that you 
don't cross into an independent sovereign 
country- it was not an inviolable rule, but it 
was a very good one. 

President Reagan broke the rule but un­
doubtedly believed that he was justified in 
doing so in order to demonstrate his country's 
comrrutment both to the support of democratic 
systems in need of help and to the prevention of 
the further incursion of Communis1 control in 
sensitive areas of the Western hemisphere. 
After the initial rheiorical bluster the calm reac­
tion of tht Soviet and Cuban governments to 
the demonslration of American power in Gre­
nada seemed to indicate that the message had 
been clearly received and underswod. 

The messages were much more garbled in 
Lebanon. The American Marines there form 
part of an in ternational presence designed orig­
inally to act as a buffer between the Jsraeli army 
and the city of Beirut. The withdrawal of the 
Israelis changed the nature of this peacekeeping 
force, which is made up of French, Itauan and 
British units as well as .Aunerican, and it now 
finds itself being dragged into the lethal quag­
mire of Lebanese poli tics. Its role in recent 
weeks has been little more than that of prop­
pin~ up the Gemavel goYemment Bui bcvond 
that li e th bigger i0 sues of tht i\1 ,,klk East-­
the pr01ec1ion of the -S1.a1c of brnel. and the 
mair,, ndnet of the supplie, of oil from the 
Gulf. Both of these are vital intne,t,, for the 
West. It was no kn ov,m for c~n.ain. when we 
went to press, who was responsible for the 
attack on the Marine compound in Beirut, and 
for a similar suicide rrussion which ki lled 58 
French soldiers at almost the same time, but the 
presumption that they had Iranian or Syrian 
connexions suggested tha t their motive went 
beyond the confines of Lebanese politics. 

The key lo American concern over Lebanon. 
and the reason why President Reagan is keep­
ing Marines in Beirut and adding another air­
craft carrier off shore, is the attitude of Syria. 
President Assad's forces are a.rrned b:- R ussia. 

and though it can be doubted that he would 
want, or allow, hi s country to become a Soviet 
satellite, it is through Syria that the Soviet 
Union now hopes 10 exert influence in the 
Middle East. Syria is actively involved in Leba­
non and clearly seeks to control that country, 
either to protect its borders or to use it as a base 
for fmure attacks on Jsrael. Wnatever Syria's 
intentions in Lehanon a continuing American 
presence will be necessary while the current un­
cenamty and confusion remain. This is not to 
say that the US. or the Wesr as a whole. can 
expect to dictate the outcome; to try to ensure 
that wouJd mean an escalation of operations to 
a Vietnam scale, with no guarantee of ultimate 
success. But the presence of the in ternational 
force can give Lebanese politicians more time 
to resolve their difficulties, and deter others 
from interfering too forcibly. 

In Europe the deterrence policy is of an even 
more dangerous kind. and it is not surprising 
that the introd uction of cruise and Pershing Il 
missiles has met with strong public prOLests m a 
number of European countries. 

Tne need for additional nuclear arsenals in 
Europe was ftrst identified by European leaders 
concerned at the deployment of Russian SS20 
rru~si les. each carrying th ree nuclear warhea ds 
and capable of reaching any city in western 
Europe (though not the United States) Euro­
pean leaders believed that this created an 
alarming gap in Nata's defences, giving the 
Soviet Un.ion the capacity to use nuclear 
weapons against Europe without necessarily 
provoking a nuclear response from America. 
Faced with this threat Europe asked the US for 
a new generation of nuclear weapons for Nato 
deployment in Europe, at1d agreed at the same 
time that talks should proceed with the Soviet 
Unjon to try to red uce the total of nuclear rruss­
iles in Europe. usi ng the proposed cruise and 
Pershing deployments as counters agai ns1 the 
SS20s. There is no doubt that the prospect of 
the<,t new weapons in western Europe has led 
to some hard ;-,ar f: aining in the arm~ l.3ik s. hut 
no ag,t:t'mcnt ha.~ ye; be,:-n qruck. . Proriabi\ b:i 
the end of the year the American pn:.--sence in 
Europe will have been increac.ed . 

By its readiness 10 respond t.o the Eurorx:an 
request for more American missiles. a, u ell a, 
its deterrn.ination to hold the line in Lebanon 
and to move swiftl y into G renada. the US 
government has been seeking to exercise its re­
sponsibility as the most powerful nation in the 
western alliance. It has had to make real sacri ­
fi ces in doing so, but it is also ha ving to tak e 
substantial ri sks. The power of / unerica is 
obvious, but the true test of its effec ti e pres­
ence in the world is not whether it has the will to 
use tha power, hm whether it has the skill and 
wi;,dom to avoid having to use it. 
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vlNDOW ON THE WORLD 

l nten·cntion in Grenada . A force of 6.000' Sand 3 ) Cari hs..:a troor ·as ~en, 
to G renada 10 restore order after the cuup of October l 9 l're, 1dcnt ca;.:;.m had 
wanted to ensure the safety of the l .000 US citizens there and had been alarmed 
by the presence of Cuban "construction workers•· aid ing the 1,200 Grenadian 
forces. F igh ting ceased after nine days. 20 US troops were killed. 39 wou nded . 

lie first objective. Pea rls airport, a hove. was captured by US Marines after only two hours. Top left. US Marines landing at Grand Mal near ihe capital of St 
-;eorge ·s. where-they rescued G overnor-G eneral Si r Paul Scoon and capt ured the two last Cuban strongholds Top right. some 01 1 he 6.000 US troops on the isla nd. 
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NINDOW ON THE WORLD 
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The ruins of the mental hospital nea r Fort Frederick . destroyed in the figh ting. 
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At Po int Salines airport an America n so ldier stands gua rd o ver a milita ry base crammed with weapons and communications equipment o f obviously Cuban o rigin . 

Gener,d Huus,in ..\ust1n. one o f the leaders of the 
, 'IT! " t11lh tn _gcn.:d . ..\mcncan interventio n. w:is 
.,, ,,, 1.: •,c,~ c:1pt rec Right. o the r prisont:rs rakrn 

t' > ,r·1 ~.J.J i~t'" 1n.: ndd ... f -~unco1nt. 
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A major object of the invasion was the rescue of over LOOO American citizens. mostly students li ke these. who had been trapped by the coup in Grenada . 
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~ Lefl centre. a freed student ex.pres~~ hi:'.> pleas ure at retuming to .America . Left. 
::, 
« wounded Marines arrive at C harle,ton Ai r Force Base, South Carolina. Above. 
S, the dead also return and arc honoured a1 D over Air Force Base. Delav;are. 
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