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Our aifm of this project was twofold emnployiug similar experimental ‘methods.
These arc:
. Sedimertation Studies

». Cultures for Aslrobiclogy Studies

Due to evidenee of raized sand beaches snd elevated mmngroves and the Mean
Sea Level studies, it is belioved that Trinidad is tilting along a fault. Ft is thought
that the western side ol Trinidad is sinking and the castern side is rising. This
project incorporates the work of pot only the sedimeniziion and tectonic aspects
aof the tilting, but also the Astrobiolegy aspects of the two wetlands that lie on
either side of Trinidad, i.e the Caronmi Swamp and the Narive Swamn.
Astrobiology seeks to find evidence of Jife in the form of microorganisms in
diverse conditions. This praject buiids on similar studies dosie in the past on mud

voieanoes and pritch Jakes,

Swumps are considered to be an urez of deposition of extreme living conditions.
Flence the sediments in the form of shart eores at these localions ave compared.
it sheuld be noted that the possible sinking of the Western side canses more
sediments to be deposited &5 compared Lo the Eastern side of Trimidad. It was
noted that i recent times this fault zcross the island has movec at a rate of 1mm
per year. Where there is a greater amount of finer sediments deposils then this
serves as an indication that the sea level is raising whereas less sediments
indicate that the sea leve! is decreasing. With raference to the Mean Sea Level
(MS1) north west Trinidad was found 1o be sinking at a rate of nmm / year and

gouth west 'Lrinidad at a rate of 4-n/vean.
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