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ABSTRACT 

Over  the  pas t  few years ,  Government  has  been  

unsuccess fu l  in  i t s  a t tempt  to  p rovide  housing  fo r  the  lower-

income people .  Severa l  p lans  have  been  deve loped  by  a  number  

of  consul t ants  and  hous ing  and  p lanning  depar tments ,  only  to  

be  re jec ted  as  unfeas ib le .  Some of  the  reasons  be ing ,  the  

h igh  cos t  of  in f ra -s t ruc ture  and  the  re la t ive ly  h igh  p lanning  

and  cons t ruc t ion  s tandards  advoca ted .  In  essence ,  the re  has  

been  a  to ta l  misunders tand ing  of  the  te rm low- income,  coupled  

wi th  the  s t r ingen t  and  metropol i tan ized  p lanning  s tandards  

which  e f fec t ively  mi t iga te  aga ins t  the  provis ion  of  th i s  type  

of  hous ing .  

Essen t ia l ly ,  th i s  project  repor t  seeks  to :  

a )  Cr i t i ca l ly  ana lyse  the  ex is t ing  hous ing  s i tua t ion ,  

b )  Recommend an  appropr ia te  cons t ruc t ion  technology  

and  implementa t ion  through the  a ided-se l f -he lp  

concep t ,  

c )  and  to  emphas ise  the  need  fo r  a  Nat ional  Hous ing  

pol i cy  wi th  speci f ic  re fe rence  to  the  low income,  

by  sugges t ing  a  number  of  po l icy  ins t ruments .  

The  se l f -he lp  concep t  has ,  over  the  pas t  f ive  to  

ten  years  been  the  mos t  common ( i f  not  the  on ly)  method  of  

low- income housing  cons t ruc t ion .  The  method  has  mani fes ted  



i t se l f  th rough the  evo lut ion  of  the  overn igh t  and  weekend 

cons t ruc t ion  of  squa t te r - type  and  o ther  leg i t imate  hous ing  by  

the  low- income.  I t  i s  the  op in ion  of  the  au thor  tha t  the  "c lose-

kni t "  na ture  of  the  S t .  Lucian  socie ty  may be  the  main  fac to r  

respons ib le  fo r  th i s  concep t  of  hous ing  cons t ruct ion .  The  

main  emphas is ,  t herefore ,  of  the  pro jec t  r epor t ,  i s  to  

cap i t a l i s e  on  t h i s  inheren t  cu l tu ra l  a t t i tude  in  the  provis ion  

of  low income housing .  

In  addi t ion ,  the  au thor  in tends  the  pro jec t  repor t  

to  be  used  a s  a  manual  fo r  the  p lanning  of  hous ing  pro jec ts .  


