
ABSTRACT 

The data for  this  s. t_udywere the writ ten English composit ions of  

448 Trinidadian secondary school  s tudents .  Each s tudent  wrote two 

composi t ions,  control led for  discourse function.  The s ample populat ion,  

a t  two grade levels ,  represented a variety of  socio!inguist ic  groups.  

After  a review of the historical  and current  language si tuat ion in 

Trinidad,  the relat ionship between a  Creole and a related standard 

language was examined,  and the implicat ions for  language learning in 

Creole si tuat ions were discussed.  

A co mprehensive error  analysis  scheme was developed.  All  errors  

in the corpus were coded on several  cr i ter ia ,  including error  type and 

at t r ibution of error  source.  Stat is t ical  tests  of  variance were used 

to determine the nature and extent  of  between groups d ifferences.  

Resul ts  of  the analysis  showed s ignificant  levels  of  negative 

transfer  from Creole to English.  Significant  differences between some 

socio!inguist ic  groups,  for  several  types of  error  rates ,  were found.-


