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 magistrates and abused by the so-called ™. = -

“ a few others like Pete and myself around

BE THE ONLY VENUE_._FOR

MJST comphment Pete
Simon for his. artlcle in.<:
last Sunday’s XPRESS
under the headllne “Trmldad
Can Be The OwlyVenue ForA
Caribbean -. Pan" Festlval ad
Mr. Simon could not be more
true in his”. arguments and

practical in his ‘conclusion, ", RET

When I read Mr., -Simon’s article I .-
was reminded of w‘mt one of my friends ~" "
said some months ago., ‘He said-to me,
“Goddard, you know what is your trouble?
It is.your thinking ten years ahead of
the present panmen. 7

“They can’t understand ox' apprecmte
what you are trying to do for them because -
they never experienced the hardships ofthe” = -
panmen of 25 years ago who were terro-'
rised by the police, taken advantage on by
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society, so ‘‘dem’” fellas now could not
care less who fooled them, who used them
or who exploited t.hem L b

BACKGROUND

A |

Pete Simon’ s artlcle and especlal]y the
part where he speaks of Red Army and the.
incident in B.G. (now Guyana), ‘not ‘only =
reminded me of this truthful lecture I was
given on:the 'hills of .Laventille,. but ‘it~
made me" feel also that it had in Trinidad -
at least one other such person thinking ten
years ahead of the present panmen. .

. I guess, however, that there are qu.lte

brothers 1n the Caribbean, should have
assisted’ in the provision of ‘the prize for = ;
the winning steelband which at the txme.,, i
was a ‘suggested trip to the U.S.A.- :

Because of not having funds to conﬂnue :
to visit and hold discussions on the subject ° =~

in both Trinid=#d and Tobago, though neither -
their name articles written by them, -
might appea. .the newspaper, for numer- e
ous and cbvious reasons. ’

" White Hall at the time,

GE GODD?AkD SUPPORTS PETE SIMON’S CONVICTION _THAT TRINIDAD
A-CARIBBEAN STEELBAND FESTIVAL

ﬁExpenses ‘should have been borne by the

~ 'sponsors of these Steelbands asthe Guyana
o Government that was sponsoring the fesnval

could not have afforded to finance the cost’

-; of the expenses of the Truud.ad Steelbands
’outmde of the boa.rdlng and lodgmg of the

members.,-‘.;: ST ey
434 This goodly gentleman then mformed
me-that .the Guyana Steelband-Association,

e .through the assistance of the Guyana Govern~

* ment, .was interested in' working together
... with the Trinidad and Tobago panmen
THREN prepare and distribute ‘a textbook of pan
and the ‘steelband  movement. This text-

book ‘he said, could have been Intro-
duced in all schools in the Caribbean.
On hearing these thlngs from my Guy-

' anese visitor, I felt'a bit both humiliated
.. and embarrassed and to a lesser degree .

. angry, but I kept my cool.. - .7t
I however informed my GLLyanese guest

i _that I did not believe that the Association
yof Steelbandsmen would ’ have - been . ln-
. terested in the project because: ’

_4\

. @ The Trinidad and Tobago Panmen stood
to benefit nothing worthwhile as a result

/ of ‘their- participation as guest artistes in-

the Festival.
@® I was of the oplmon that the sponsors
of no ‘steelband in Trinidad and Tobago

~.would have been interested in the financing

“‘of the expenses that would have been in-

& volved in sending the steelband they sponsor

'to the festival and

@ I was of the opinlon that ’I‘rinidad

~and Tobago, apart from being the birth-

" .place of the Steelband, was too far ahead of
. ...any other country on the ‘preparation of
- any textbook on the origin, history and or
“future of the, steelband, as this would have

‘ turned -, eventually:to be a meamngless

~ waste of ti.me, fmance and energy.

Sa N ';_f S AMBITION i

I neverthelcss advised him to go to .
- White” Hall and discuss the' matter. with
.'-~ * the White Hall appointed and financed re- -

cently formed Steelband Improvement Com-
~ mittee, an official of which was based at

A few days later I v informed that
the visitor from Guyana. and an official

._‘A,.



might appear in e newspapex, 100 nuEL=

ous and obvious reasons.
But persons like Pete and m,yself obvi-
ously must think ten years ahead of the

present panmen, not only because of the .

fact that ““we come from behina the bridge,”’

but mainly because of our -association

with the panmen of yesteryear and our

personal involvement inthe steelband (crude "
as it then was) from"” its _very orxgm.._'
Because of this background one can -

easuy under stand why people like us prob-:

ably think' as we do, reaching at times*" By

even to the stage.of, not bitterness, but "
disgust, when we see anyone-either on the
local or foreign scene _attempting to push’:

Avianans wee woaess —————
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to visit and hold discussions on the subject °
with other neighbouring countries in the -

" Caribbean such as Sf . Vincent, St. Lucia,

our panmen in a second third or fourth '

position. This brings me back to the subJect
“Trinidad can be the on_ly venue for a-
CanbbeanPan Fesnval R e }

A DECISION

. In May and June of. 1967 the Assocla— 7
‘tion of Steelbandsmen (the only legal body . the Carlbbean but facts mustbe faced and _'

representing panmen) after a decision was .
taken to try and organis¢ a Federation

of Steelbandsmen in the entire Caribbean °
and - festivals - to include Steelbands from - ..

* acumen and loyalty to ‘self, in musician- - -?';-;-'-'-’-""

the Caribbean and New York, held discus- .«

sions with representatwes of steelbands of .
Antigua, Grenada and New York. :
At that time neither Jamaica nor Bar-

bados had any well organised™ steelband . Barbados or " St.” Vincent could ‘not -have }5: ':,:”

althmgh Jamaica- then had a good small

band of panmen, all of whom were from
' ‘might call it) in a few years, and emerge

Trinidad and Tobago. This band I believe
was called the Federal All Stars and in-
. cluded Lennard Morris _of Merry Makers;,
(leader), Rudolph Johnson of Fascinators, -
John Gobbs of Our Boys, Desmond Hernan—

dez of Melodixs, Randolph Tyrell of In-*

vaders, Norbert Edwuards of Wonderland :
and Kelvin Hart of Cm Syncopators :
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C Antlgua and Grenada had about a dozen

S

steeibands each. at the tune, and seemed .77

tary of the Guyana Steelband Assoclatm‘)'
- v151ted me, and m .discussions mth hlm

Guyana, St. Kitts ete., this planned pro,)ect
had to be discontinued.

from Government ‘through its Ministry of

" Education -and Culture, but this fell on _ §

barren land and as.a result the Associa- .
"tion of Steelbandsmen had to abandon the
idea of such a festivaly R

“There could be ‘no. doubt as to what
country in the Caribbean would have wol
- and continue to win for a damn long time,
- for while:in Antigua you would find fairly =
" good entertaimng steelbands, our Trinidad .
and Tobago panmen are most certainly ten 7
- years ahead of them if not in business

ship and artistic ability and the panmen in
- Grenada can be regarded as very Iarbehi.nd
those in Antlgua SRS

* " This s not meant to cast any aspersion
on brother panmen in the other islands in" .

uthbetold. A K
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ThlS too, not for one; second .ougllt to_ iy

be interpreted.to mean that panmen from o
_ Antigua and Grenada and even Jamaica,
-.found themselves in_the fortunaté position
" of learning the science of panology (as Pete -

the champions of the world of steelbands. )
.Because : after . all. is - said and done,.
. the 'same.way.that our people m the Carlb-
..bean can learn the Enghshman s in origin .~
-, game of cricket and beat him at: it today
. after a few years of trials and tribulations,

- the same is quite possible in the world of th-
- steelband in relation to festivals. - * -

- Sometime in early, June last, the Secre- ‘i
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very inter ested, but the leaders of the

steelbands in New York, though interested
in the organisinz of.such = festival, felt that

the New York steelbands should have parti-
cipated only as grest artistesbecause of the

small membership that made upa steelband .
in New York which they. felt would have -
beentomenv “isadvantage. " .

It was their feehn° that they, be-
cause of finding themselves in a much
better economic position than their pan

5

Efforts were the nmade to getassxstance L

A LT WGJ P MAVEE & (TMU AlMUA IV wesmas
the visitor from Guyana. and an official
of the Steelband Improvement Committee
had appeared ontelevisiondiscussing among

" other things, the participation of Trinidad

and T obago Steelbands at the Guyana Festival

- with a view of organisinga CaribbeanFesti-

) val of Steelbands in the near future in Guyana.

" No one, however, should be angry with

“either the Government or panmen of Guyana
<" in regard to their ambition to hold such an
" inaugural Steelband Festival in Guyana, be-
i * cause ene must face facts and understand
“that while on the-one hand the Prime Min-

ister 'of Guyana, Mr. Forbes Burnham and

“"his governmentare prepared and are making

, ., hand
.. Trinidad and Tobago Government w e r e

‘every effort to organise the very few pan-
-men that are 20 years behind their Trinidad

" and Tobago counterparts into one solid and

strong organisation of Panmen, on the other
"certain : influencial ¢ people in the

making every effort to divide the only legal

;. 4.~ organisation of thousands of panmen inboth
— -Trimdad and Tobago i '-..

GEORGE GODDARD

,that was scheduled to take place in Guyana

in July whlch was . to have included a .

:-: - WARNED

Tms shows quite clearly that the Govern-

- ment and panmen in Guyana now find them-

’

“gelves in the same unfortunate position as

‘Pete and myself, (as my friend from Laven-
tille told me) thinking ten years ahead of,

‘" not only the panmen of Trinidad and Tobago
i but the Government as well, while the pan-

" men and Government of Trinidad and Tobago

after he had infor med me about'a festwal y ",

" concerned,

competltlon among some seven or eight

steelbands in Guyana, he 'requested that..
" the Association of Steelbandsmen of which
I was then President General, arrange to
= have appearing as guest artistes three to

fn e sponsor ed steelbands from the Associa-. :
fg i _Sunon
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. develop, no panman in Trinidad and Tobago
. could not say that they were not warned

.

: areonly prepared to pla.y mas and be led by

._Guyana. |
. In the not too dxstant tuture it mxgnt
.very well ‘be as far as the Steelbands are
“Mas in Trinidad and Tobago,
but bacchanal down in Guyana” as Lord
Kitchener might say in his calypso.
- If a situation like this should in fulu:

long in advance by Pete “Lord Tabanca”
O 1) e
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