THAT time again. When, th-
roughout the weekend, the entire
focus of the nation is g:ﬂki gn two
venues—the Queen's Park Savan-
anh squ“m Park — for the
zonal preliminaries of the annaal

petition in 1979)

The first e
tition was sta,
by the Carmv
opment Commitiee,
ing up on
recommendations  made
by the now defunct Na-
tional Association of Tri-
nidead and Tobago
Steelbandsmen
(NATTS), the forerunner
to Pan Trinbago. N:f“hf l.: the time was
under the late George God
dard, described by Pan Trinbago special advi-
ith as “the genius behind

"

Smith recalls that the first Panorama “was

a tremendous success,” which guaranteed the

y of the competition, “developing it
into the sucess story it has become today.”

That initial competition was eventually

won by Pan Am North Stars of St James,
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(Boys Town e
{Players Syr ] reach ¢ Lag
sometime after midnightl. Cash incentives are
being given o the bands which set up their
instruments quickest on stage.
of the big questions this morning is
whether Phase Il Pan Gr .
history by becoming the first steel orchestra
to score a hattrick at Panorama. This popular
Woodbrook band will be playing Len “Boog
sie” Sharpe's Fire Down Below, a composit
which has fired much debate
centred around Boog
“queen of soul” Ang
vocalist for his '89 col
Although Phase 11 o
earnest last weekend,
confident of his ¢
consecutive natic
a lot on his 1
ruling which
a position a
ruary 4 national final
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Last year, ¢ i opimion was divided over
Boogsie arranging for six hands. This year he
has added south’s Antillean All Stars hi
half dozen clients from st year. Baogsie

arranged Baron's Somebody for the popular
Carib Street band. His other bands will play
Two to Go (Starkift), Nani Wine (Potential
Symphony), Free Up (Siparia Deltones), The
Rhythm of the Land (Curepe Scherzando) and
Fire Down Below (Skiffle Bunch)

Beside Phase 11, only five bands — North
Stars, Harmonites, Desperadoes, Trinidad All
Stars, B i -
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tars, ve scored consecutive
victories in the history of Panorama. While
they all tried for the big three and failed,
three of them almost achieved the hattrick

After winning in 1963 and '64, North Stars
second in 1965 behind Guinness Cava-
D doss won hand r

us
ie's main rival in pan (Ken “Profes-
w.Pnn;imuV Q;Mfl-':e N e
o i at 1 anclaire, 3
E-f : #:‘ ﬁl!l.rl;ﬁ!! l;,ml’hil-
more swore wi il W
ing Boogsie's Fire.. for 'sztlhi':" For
Nutones, in paosition is eve-
he has Twa to Go.
ing ace, Jit S

find the Re les piece, scheduled to be
sition 23, quite interesting, consid-
ering the varied rhythmic patterns Jit
managed to include in his interpretation.
While Boogsie, Philmore and Jit have
asserted their authority within the steelband
it, this year's competition sees a new
emerging and reaching for the stars.
Arddin Herbert, the defending
and nationsl Steelband Festival
1 pannist, will make his debut as an

d at po

arranging B s Fire
ayers Symy

r I aders — will

wday when it per-

weo's Life’'s Toa

| arranged by Ray Hol-

nt his services to Carib

the band to a third
ith a beautiful arrange-
y Band, is back with the
again. This time around,
il perform at position 33, playing

Fuh Wom. another of Holman's
ions which was vocalised by Wallace-

Last Tuesdav, Desperadoes captain Antho- ~
ny McQuilkin finally confirmed that the band
is playing Baron’s Somebody today when it
appears in the fourth position. The veteran
bass player said that because he was detained
on business in North America, arranger Bev-
erly Griffith was scheduled to arrive home last
Friday. This year, Despers manager and inter-
nationally renowned musician Robert Green-
idge arranged the Panorama piece.

Pan afficionadoes would do well to recall
the effect Despers had on the Savannah the

The North '.‘leland. x:u p.eldm‘ &l:nl:lnﬁi after
Despers’ i night jormance, some
Fﬂplt swear that it was one of the sweetest
'anorama pieces of all time, rivailed
nnlyuﬁr the band's performance of in
'82 Pandemonium's Sailin’ last year.
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All Stars won :(
1973 playing a Kitchener calypso

ma. Not only that, the selection

by the self-same Mr Rudy

duplicate what Beverly Gri x 0
peradoes in 1985 with Pan‘h‘zﬁl b
vears after winning with Melda?
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€N years.
‘The hills of Diego Martin are alive
the sound of music and the band responsible
for this is Merrytones. This year,
is in place for Merrytones to reach
E:an it b‘}‘ in previous attempts. i
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his approach to Organiser's Bandit and Mer-
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