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Godd evening: It is the year 1980 and the place is Moscow or
any blg Russian city. A Russian citizen wakes up early on_a Monday
morning. He is in a very nice apartment with fine furnitureé, a good
carpet on the floor, and in spite of the fact thamlit 1€ winter, his
apartment is warm and comfortable, His wife andWchildren are up
already and he can hear them chattering away g8ily in the living
room, He lies still for a little whilepn thinking how good 1life is,
and then he jumps out of bed, puts on hissdressing gown and goes out
to Join his family. There is his wife_and three children, two girls
and a boy: they are all at the\Dreakfast table, And on the table
there 1s butter and cream@nd mllk and cheese, and the smell of hot
bacon and eggs and sausages8 and toast; -nd there is a whole heaped
bowl of fruit - oranges,peaches, pears,apples, bananas, plineapples,
grapes and the llke,% The man kisses his wife and his children and
then the happinflamily settle down to a good and healthy breakfast,
Just as tha&knear the end of thelr meal the telephone rings and one
of the chidren answers it, She listens for a while then says they
are coming. ©She hangs up, turns to the other children and tells them
that thelr school transport is Emmk waiting downstairs, The children
get into their thick fur-lined coats, hug their parents, and dash out
to the warm, centrally heated school bus, The school bus picks thpm
up at their door every day and takes them back to bheir door at the
end of each school day. Their schooling is free; the clothes they
wear are free, thelr shoes and uniforms are free, the food they get

at school 1s free - everything is free.
In fact, the food they had with their parents for breakfast is



free and the kammg® three-bedroom apartment in which they 1ife is Tree,
and there telephone and thelr gas and their electriclty and their
furniture and their radio and their television and the clothes of;
their parents = all these things are free., They do not have to pa;>a
penny for them, .

After they have finished thelr last cup of cofiﬁs tgﬁ man and .
his wife put on their warm fur-lined overcoats, Qhﬁ?k the time and
go down in the 1lift., The 1lift attendant greetg theém cheerfully and
glves them each a morning paper. Down staipsy the’first'bentrally
heated bus that comes picks up the husbandj, the next one picks uﬁ the
wife, They work in different parts of\the €ity. gﬁ:hmsgrks nine hours
a day for only four days a week to make up his total of 36 working
hours a week, His wife works a ‘mueh shorter week..And ffom Thursday
-evening until Monday mornifig-they are free,They can catch a plane and
fly down to the Black Sgea for a weekend of sunshine in a luxury hotel, °
And they can eat all the fine food and drink all the good wine they
like and it won't cost them a penny. Of course, during their working
hours they work,very hard, But the reward for hard work 1s that eﬁery-
thing is freei“food, housing, clothes, medical attentlon, transport,
the whole werks, And the golden rule of the land is: from each éccording
to his ability; to each according to his need, So every Russian gives
what he can in skill and labour, and the state gives to every Russign
what he or she needs, Does it sound like heaven on earth? Well, this &
what the Russian government promised its people in a new policy
programme last Saturday night. It says that in the next 20 years the
conditions which I have Jjust described will come to pass for all the
people of Russia, Can this happen? The Russians say it can and will

happen if there 1s no war between now and 1980, Let us hope we live
long enough to see, Goodnight,
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Good evening: I am glad that the banana strike 1s oyer and I
hope that whatever can be salgaggddof kkE the fruit will be loaded
and shipped as quickly as possible, But of course, theldamage which
has been done cannot be undone, And there is no Question but that
this strlke has caused the industry some severe harm, Incidentally,

a listener who happens to be a banana growerigoet in touch with me

after my comments of Thursday of last Week, This listener said that

I had given the impression that loaders'were being paid fifty shillins
for a full week's work whereas @dn fact loaders generally worked for

some 30=-odd hours for the money they got. I am glad to make this
correction, Howewer, I ztiil feel that the basic point I make stands,
Even if a man works for only thirty hours, if that is all the work he
can get in one week ‘and) the pay is only fifty shillings, that man is
certainly not _well off. And 1in the light of the announced decision of
the bananagrewers to do their own loading in the events of wildecat
strikes, \I wonder whether we should not think in terms of leaving the
entire responsibility of loading to the All Island Banana Growers
Associatlion and encourage the workers who now do the loading to find
other means of earning a more decent living, Here, I think, is where
the Roosevelt 1dea of works projects could come into operation.
Certainly, from the national point of view the banana industry is healng
for a mess 1f we keep on treating it as if 1t is one of the instrumehts
for obsorbing some of the unemployed.

It seems to me that this strike, as well as the terms of the

settlement, has just underlined my basic point which is that the time



has come when we should all look at this question of mechanisation

as an urgent national matter, I think it is high time that the
government gave the country a clear statement as to where it stands
on the whole question of mechanisation, I think we are all agreed
that we do not want the workers to suffer. I think we are 811 agreed
that men are more important than machines, and that wesmust make sure
that the introduction of machines must be so handled as to not hurt
men., But when that is said and done, where aréwe?, How are machines
to be introduced? Over what period of time? When and where do we begiht
And what about the workers who will befdlsplaced?

I honestly think we are dead wrong % tackle this issue on a
peacemeal basis, Just as the government has drawn up a ten-year
development plan, so I thinkyit€an draw up a five or ten year plan
for labour and mechanisatiom. This would set a direction and chart
a course, and that 1s, something we need very badly 1n}§§maican labour
situation today.

Finally, I am very glad that the question of holidays with pay
for domestic workers has come up in the House, I know this is 2z sore
subject with‘most housewives, They feel that they are getting poor
service from theilr maids and they do not see why they should pay them
well and give them holidays with pay on top of it, The maids on the
other hand, do not see why they should worked hard for a mere pittance
and no holidays, I think an effort is needed from both sides, but I
think the initiative is with the employer. I think many of you would
be surprised at Jjust how a little thoughtfulness and decency and
consideration will pay off in the long run. The fault is rarely on

one side only, and malds are human too, you know, Goodnight.
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Good evening: Today 9s the big day; and later this evening Mr.
Manley will announce the date on which the Referendum wild*Be held.

He will announce the date at two public meetings, onaydt Half Way Tres
and the other at the Coronation Market, He willfalso“tell us whether
he is going federal or not.

Before I go on to discuss these two ¥ery lmportant points, let me
try to clear up an important point of groeedure. Many people have
expressed concern about the manner in which Mr. Manley will announce
the date of the Referendum., Some havessald they thought the announce-
ment should first be made ingthe’House of Representatives and not at
a party political meeting, Qthers have said that even if the announce-
ment was not first made\in the House, 1t should be made zx first of
all as a statement“from the government before being given from a
party politicaly platform, The first group holds that it is an insult
to the digndity of the parliament of the country if the announcement
is made €0 aypublic meeting before the members of our parliament, who
are the elected representatives of all the people, know of it. The
second group says that this 1s an important national matter and it
would be an insult and more to the whole concept of democratic
government, if such an important issue 1s treated first and foremost
as a party political issue to be announced from a party political
platform.

Now I think there 1s a great deal of sense in both these objections.
I think it would be wrong if the first public announcement of the date’
of the Referendum 1s in fact given at a public meeting. But I ‘am

absolutely convinced that Mr, mManley will not do this, I am sure he



is as mindful of the dignity of parliament and the government as the

two groups who have expressed their concern., In fact, I would go further
and say that he 1s more mindful of the dignity of parliament ana the
government than most of us, ©So I cannot see him doing anything which
would undermine the dignity of these two institutions, I ny case, 1t
would not suit him to do so because he knows that hil e%ﬁ would

make political capital out of it. So what will he d\ as already

announced that he will give the date at two pumesetings this
evening. ?“

I think those of you who are interes ould make a careful
check tomorrow morning., If you do, Iqt you will find that either
one of two things have happened -Vp\
will find that today's Governm Gazette - or perhaps it will be an

hav
Extraordinary Gazette - w ished the date well before Mr, Manleg

haps both, First, I think you

made his announcement 0 ublic meetings, The second thing I think

anybody who makes a c¢ mmorrow morning is likely to find out 1s that

the government issu public announcement of the date - with a
possible tim o on it - long before Mr, Manley makes his
announcem the public meetings. Or perhaps both these things will
happen. Q‘bhink you will find that these objections are not really

valid because Manley will go about it in the correct parliamentary way.
"I think the date of the Referendum will be either the 17th, 18th

or 19th of September and I think Manley will declare that he himself

will go Federal, That is my guess, In Just over a couple of hours'

time we will know how right or wrong I am. Goodnight,
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Good evening: The great secret 1is out and, to use the Phrase
made famous by the léé’Roger Mais, 'now we know', Theslines are drawn
and the battle 1s on. I think from here on the Fedération debate is
going to get so hot that what has gone before willfseem like child's
play. Well, I think it might be a good 1dea for™as to pause and take
a good look at what the picture looks like atw=this moment before the
battle is finally Joined.

First, let us look at the line up of the political forces, I
think it is idle for anybody tewpretend that the votes in this refereaedum
are going to be cast on noneparty lines, This 1s likely to happen with
what is known as the flo&tTing vote. But I think the vast majority '
of voters are going te\veie along party lines, and I frankly do not
see how it can be otheérwise, The P.N.P. is for Jamaica remaining in
the Federation: \th'e J.L.P, wants Jamaica out of it, It is therefore
a party issue, \Wwhether you like it or not., I think all this talk
of approaehing the refereddum in a non-party spirit is rather silly.
And this 1idea that it is wrong for a major national issue to be
approached on party lines 1s so much humbug, especially when the
country's two major parties stand opposed to each other over the matter,
So I think we cannot escape the party political aspect of it.

So, as I see 1t, the first part of the line-up is the P.N.P.
~agalnst the J.L.P. on strictly party lines, Of the two the P.N.P.
seems to have the more tightly knit political machine at present, Sud
differences and disagreementsg as there were in the top leadership

before the Port=-of-Spain and London Conferences, have disappeared and

the party now seems to be working pretty smoothly, I have the feeling



that the P.N.P, steamroller has warmed up and 1is Jjust about ready to
go into top gear. And there is a new confidence among them, Manley's
victories at the conferences in Port-of-Spain and in London where he
got all the safeguards for Jamaica's interests that he wanted, has
given the P.N.P, a great boost with the electorate. Thegeneral public
recognises these as solid achilevemmts, And then therg is tkHe very
important fact that the P.N.P. has announced a defiinitesdate for
indepénidédmnee with in the Federation in May of next year. So much
for the P.,N,P, What of the J.L.P.?

They too have closed their ranks pemarkably well in the last few
months, At their disastrous annuval eonference and when Mrs, Leon left
the party, it looked very much as though the party was in danger of
falling apartj.But they rode théystorm successfully and today the
party seems more tightly kndt _than it was at the beginning of the year.
Their very successful antisFederation march on Emancipatlion Day showed
that the J.L.P. 1s_by\neo means a spent force and that they too could
get a politicalemachine going., It seems to me that thelr great
disadvantage (3g ‘that they have not yet found an issue to capture the
popular imagination or an issue on which they could press and embarrass
the governmént in a way that would win public approval., If they can
find such an issue soon they might still give the P.N.P. a good run,
Another factor against them is the fact that many people have had
serious second thoughts about going it alone in view of the political
restlessness of this part of the world at present., But let me repeat,
the J.L.P. 1s by no means a spent force., The question is whether they
. can find a really popular issue in time, Tomorrow I will look at some

of the other forces in the political line-up, so till then, Goodnight.
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Good evening: Last night I gave you my view of the P.N.P.=-J.L.PE
line-up in the great referendum encounter that is now onl. MNew let us
look at some of the other partles and groups and see{where they
stand xkaxxw and what possible influence they cam exert on the results
of the referendum,

First let us deal with the two new politieal parties, Mrs, Rose
Leon's Progressive Labour Movement ands/Mr, ‘WMillard Johnson's People's
Political Party. Mrs, Leon is an oldyhamnd in Jamalcan polities, and,
as she showed when she broke with the/J.L.P., she has a fair amount
of popular support in the country.»But somehow her Progressive Labour
Movement does not yet seem towhave got off the ground, or if it has,
we are hearing very little about it. On the question of Federation
and the referendumg, the\Leons have decided to sit on the fence. The
Progressive Labour Movement, they say, will tell the people of Jamaica
about the goodwpoints and the bad points of federation but will not
take a stand éither for or against., So I do not think the Progressive
Labour Movement is going to influence the results of the referendum
one way or the other, My guéss is that they see this as a position of
strength which would leave them free to carry on, no matter which
gside wins, But I am not so sure that elther history or the voters
will see their stand in this light when the next Jamaica elections
come along. However, this is still a very young party and both history
and the voters make str‘hge allowances sometimes,

The People's Political Party which is about the same age as the

Progressive Labour Movement - both are about four months old now -

the People's Political Party has taken a clear stand against Federation,



It wants no part of the Federation and it wants Jamaica to get out.
But 1t does want a closer contact with the independent African states.
Apart from its firm stand on the colour question and on Jamaica's
getting out of the federation it has not yet offered the country any
programme on which the new party will campaign in any local“election.
No doubt this will come in time., But the party has eampaigned actively
against federation though it is very hard to detérmine Jjust what
influence 1t exerts at present. I think the voting in the referendum
will be a small but by no means conclusive pointer, But such direct
influence as the People's Ppogressive Lapiyvhas will be a for a 'No'
vote in the referendum.

S0 much for the political groupsd Rececentky a new groupg, the
"Save Jamaica Volunteer Non-Rartisan Group" under the leadership of
Mr, Adolphe Roberts, the _elder statesman of Jamalican writing, has
appeared on the scene with ja published declaratioh and one radio
_broadcast so far., This\group 1s against Jamaica remaining in the
federation and «calls for a 'no' vote. As one of the founding fathers
of the Jamalca National Movement, Mr, Adolphe Roberts is a man of
influence among Jamaica's intelligentsia and it 1is here that his, and
the influence of his group might be strongest, But against this must
be set the very active campalgning for federation which 1s beling
conducted throughout Jamaica by a group of graduate and undergraduates
of the University College., This then, is the line-up of the parties ad
‘the more active pro-and anti-federation groups., They will liven up the
campaign, But baslically, the battle is between the two major parties

the most important
because this i1s fundamentally Z£ party issue in Jamaica today. Goodniht.
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Good evening: I want to discuss the latest Russian space achleve-
ment, but before I do so I want to deal with something ve much
nearer home, and something which affects all of us ne%% the

t

time. I am thinking of this very vexed question Of~‘\! e should do

if we see someone doing something wrong. Does zen have any

responsibility to do something when he sees a citizen behaving
in a way which can cause damage and dange ossible death to
other citizens? @

This question was forcébly b ghxm me over the weekend, Let
me tell you how it happened. :&go up to Spaldings to take
part in the opening of the Kn ?)Ylege Summer School on Friday
evening. We have a frie America staying with us and so I thought
it might be a good 1id ake 1t a family trip and show our friend
something of that p f the country which she had not yet seen, And
so, after my dap's\work we all left Kingston on Friday evening for
Manchester was‘a pretty good run and I thought I was doing very
well to‘h§;;> up an average speed of 50 to 55 miles and hour on straight
roads outside built-up ereas, Every now and then some speed manlac
flashed past us, going at 70 or 80 miles an hour. As long as the road
was clear these speeding characters were all right, But at that speed
there 1s no margin for error, Should a cow or goat or plg or donkey
suddenly step into the road, these people would be in a mess, facing
the prospect of a smashed up car and broken bones if they are lucky,
or death, But they do not seem to think about this, or about a little
child that might suddenly dash across the road., This is bad enough,

But we experienced something very much worse xkax Friday evening,



Just outside May Pen one of those%yellow P.W.D.}water tanks on
wheels came up behind us, I heard the racket of its coming for miles.
There was a steady stream of cars and we were all running in a line
going at between 50 and 60 miles, But this P.,W.D. tank shot past one
car after another, goling at a lick of at least 70, One €ar _had to
partly climb a bank and risk turning over because this| thing was
passing and there was traffic coming in the oppesite,direction, And
then it shot past me and I had to swing in to avu;d having my front
fedder licked. And away it went, horn blaklngs.,bPushing everybody on
to the banks in its madg career., I felt 4f)was only a matter of time
before it crashed into something and I'prayed that no poor innocent
human beings would suffer injury or death, And I was frankly glad
that we were now far behind It." But unfortunately we met up with it
again shortly after Poruswbecause a couple of big country trucks had
slowed 1t down on a narrowsroad., But the driver was impatient and
making an awful rackets When the road widened, I shot past and hurried
on brying to put ag much distance between us and this dangerous thing.
It must haye,turned off somewhere because we didn't see it again when
we slowed down to a normal speed, But we did see 1t on the way back
to Kingston on Saturday morning. We saw 1t Jjust outside Porus, The
front was smashed into a bank., The water hose was partly broken and
lying on the road. The smashgd I had feared on Friday had come; and
there was no-one in the thing. I hope no innocent person had been hurt.
But what should all those of us who witnessed this terrible driving -
what should we‘have done? I bet no one contacted the nearesggéégs to
tell them there was a potential killer on the road last Friday, And
yet we should have, you know, And I am as much at fault, I also think

we should have seen at least one police patrol rider on that road.
Goodnight,
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Good evening: Before I go on to talk about the latest Russlan
space achievement Just let me quickly finish what I saild last night.
A whole heap of us saw this potential killer on the road om Friday
evening, but I do not think anyone reported 1it. We hehaved as though
it was none of our business, I saw people standing on the side of the
road watching this yellow P.W.D. water truck meweer=Sgl8 running at
this fantastic speed. And I could see the dlisapproval on their faces,
But none of us did anything about 1t I% I¥s no credit to us that some
man, woman or child was not maimed“er kllled, And yet it is only when
the citizens do their duty that Wwe will begin to control this dangerous |
recklessness on the roads. o . please, let us all try to help keep death
off the roads by reporting reckless driving whenever and wherever we
see 1t, We owe thigs much to our children, if to nobody else.

And now for, the'new Russian space shot., A 26=year-old young
Russian, MajomTitov, came safely down to earth yesterday morning
after spending 2 more than 24 hours circling our earth and passing
over continents and oceans and cities 17 times, He ate, sihept worked
and performed all the normal human functions at a height where a few
years ago it was said no man could survive, This 1s the second time
the Russlans have shot a man into space and brought him back safely.
For all we know, it might be the third, Before Gagarin went up last
April there were strongly supported rumours that someone else had gone
up before him but had met with disaster, But 1n any case, whether
Titov 1is the second or third man, the Russlian achievement 1s still
the gfeatest scientific achievement of the ages, And even if they did

lose one man, it is, in terms of sclentific research, a fantastically



small price to pay for such a revolutionary achievement, The fight to
conquer and control malaria has claimed more lives than has the
conquest of space so far, The roads to the North and South Poles are
more littered with human casualties than 1s the road to the stars so
far, Just think of how many men died before Mount Everest*wag climbed.
And yet for this much greater and more far-reachingeacliievement we have
the rumour of only one possible casualty. This imitself is fantastic,
But I have heard many people say: 'What is ‘the point of this?
Millions and millions in money 1s wasted on these space attempts while
human beings go hungry and homeless and ngked'., But you know, this has
always been the cry in the face of some\new and startling achievement,
The people who first tried to fly in Tittle machines built in their
backyards were considered damfools and nobody could see the point of
it at the time., Today mam=spans the continents and oceans in glant
alirliners because of the,experiments of those so-called damfools.
Today it is somewhat the same, Because we cannot yet see the
possible results of man's exploration and conquest of space we tend
to belittle“™it\and dismiss it as a wasteful extravagance. Of course,
some of ug do 1t because this space achlievement is a unique triumph for
the Russians, I think that is short-sighted and rather silly., Does it
matter now what nationality the person was who discovered the antidote
to malaria? Does it matter that the Curies who discovered radium were
French? Does not all mankind benefit from these? So I think it will be
with whatever gains come from the conquest of space., So let us honour
staggering
a great piloneering achlevement whose/implications are still beyond

our understanding. This is a great step forward for all mankind, Goodnight
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Good evening: Some of you may remember my recurrent little theme
about good news and bad news, It goes something like thtazgyhenever

anything good happens, when people behave well, when't elp each

S
other, when they show kindness and thoughtfulnes \ nsideration,
that 1s not considered news and so 1t rarely %e headlines in
our papers or over our radios., When a ma §Eks down a stranger

and robs him, that is news, When a ma s up a stranger's wallet

and gives it back to him and puts h:L\ he right road to where he
wants to go, that is not news, ];§~g3per words, all the bad happenings:

the robberies, the violence d manners =- all this gets into our
papers and goes over our !EE?&; All the good happenings on the other
hand: the helpings, td manners, the kindnesses, the friendliness =
these are hardly © ported. And so we tend to hear and read only
about the bad ravely about the good. And so our country and our
people and t rld and its people are all painted as ugly and mean
and nas&z::s de and agressive and without consideration. And if

we get th sort of reporting day afterday and week after week and

month after month and year after year, we get to a point where we
believe 1t, And once We believe that everybody‘and eeerything is

no good, we shrug our shoulders and behave as badly as we expect
everybody to behave., We expect them to be aggressive so we get in
first with our own aggressiveness; we expect them to be rude so we
forestall them by getting in our own rudeness first, We expect bad
manners from the shop assistant so we snap at her to try and put her
in her place before she begins., And so we set of a chain reaction

of behaviour which started with the news we read and heard,



When we read or hear about political meetings we sort of half
expect the reports to tell us how one leader cursedthe other leader,
sometimes running down his family tree and picking on any physical weak=-
ness he might have. And of course we almost always expect these reports
to tell us that the supporters of the different parties ve been
violent and rowdy and disorderly. When there is no abdse, violence,
no disorderliness, we are hardly ever told about ﬂ\<~ ause this

does not make good news,

So let me give you some good news whi g not good news in
the accepted sense, It is simply this: isited all the meetings
that took place last Thursday night nley announced the date of

the Referendum and his own future“plang’, I went from the P.N.P. meetings
to the J.L.P, meetings. And I so impressed by the orderliness of
thése meetings. People be&%ponsible and mature citizens.

I had an American frie‘E::z me and I took my friend into the thickest
parts of all the cro . d my friend too, was greatly impressed by
the good behavigur he crowds, The crowds were enthuéiastic, some
were gay, but,theyvall behaved wonderfully well and I was proud that

the stran th me got such a good impression of Jamaican crowds,
Indeed,griend‘s strongest impression was that the people knew this
was a great event and they were meeting it with a sense of sober
responsibility. Now some of you may think this 1s a small thing. I

do not. I think it is a big thing and a good thing. And it is the kind
of good news I would like to see reported as fully as the other kind
of news, If it is reported it might even teach some of the leaders

to speak and behave with as much responsibility as their followers

last
showed/mm Thursday night. Goodnight,
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Good evening: The British Guiana General Elections under the
new constitution are eleven days away and we are now witnhegsing a
strange campalgn of interference from the outside insthe @affairs of
that country. It all began with 4n English Peer ahoyvi€ited B.G.

made a speech

some weeks ago and who then/skmkxmffxkixxmemik in the United States
warning that if Jagan won the elections onsAugust 21lst British
Guiana would become a communist satellite.( Since then a number of
American politicians, notably some Amerdican Senators have taken up
thef matterof warning that British\Gulenan would become another Cuba
if Dr. Jagan's People's Progregsive Party wins the elections, There
have been dark hints that4seme, sort of action should be taken to ensure
that British Guiana doés not become another Cuba., Until Friday of
last week we had only\Wernings and a call from some Americans to the

people of British Guiana not to return Jagan to power,

But on Friday of last week the London Daily Express came out much

more sharply and clearly., The Dally Express sald that Jagan was likely
to win thes€lection and then it went on to say that if he did there
wlill be no more lessons in democracy for British Guiana because there
will be no more democracy., It said that the Americens saw this danger
clearly and were Justified in belng anxious about it., The Americans
already had Cuba on their doorstep and with Jagan in power in B.G.
communism would have two outposts on the American continent. It said
that Whitehall ought to be as anxious as the Ameribans. Then it went
on to say that Britain acted decisively in 1953 and that if a =xkX
similar situation were created by another Jagan victory on August 2lst

then Britain should not hesitate to repeat her firm action of 1953,



Now, I think the meaning of all this is pretty clear. The line

of the Dally Express is: 1if Jagan wins the August 21st elections he

would set about trying to create a communist state., It was on this
charge that B.G.'s constitution was suspended in 1953, If _he does set
about creating a communist state after the coming elections, then
Britain should again suspend the B.G. constitution.4An@ the Express'
Justification for this proposal is that Britalin ©wes.,to her American
ally and also owes it to the people of British Guiana to protect them
from voting away their freedom through ighoreance.

Now I find this as tricky a situatlenj)as you could want. The
people of British Guiana have beemgiven the right to elect whomever
they want to power., That is the,meanlng of their new constitution. Qﬁﬁf
now the elections are nearly here and it looks as though they are
going to choose Jagan., /But,\say some very powerful Anglo-American
forces, 1f they do choese, Jagan then their constitution should be
taken away from them, “From the point of view of the Gulanese people
this makes a moekery of their right to choose whomever they want to
governf thems, And of course, all this advance anti-Jagan propaganda 1is
like finddng/the man guilty before he has committed any crime, What
these people do not seem to realise is that the effect of their anti-
Jagan campaign 1s more llkely to strengthen support for Jagan rather
than to take it away from. I am sure thatAFgfbes Burnham and Peter
D'Aguiar must be cursing ths outside interference as much as Jagan,
because it can only hurt thelr chances, Even those who understand the
Anglo-American fears feel that this 1s Just about the silliest way to
go about winning friends and influencing people. Goodnight.,



No 191 The Destruction of the J-maican Earth

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
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Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Much that is big and dramatic and important 1is
happening all over the world right now, but my mind is) om” the Jamaican
earth right now., And although this may not seem as tngéizznx and
dramatic as most of the other news going on toddy,/I think it is one
of the two or three most important challenges'\faeing Jamaica and
Jamalcans, And this challenge of the Jamadcan eéerth and what we do with
it is, to my mind, the most important 1f/we “look at it from a long term
point of view,

Man has a very intimate and a very special relationship to the
earth on which he was born, on Which he grew up and played and suffered
and flourished and whichegiwes him his daily bread., Without the earth
on which he lives and\from/which he gets his living, man is nothing.
When you say Jamaicahy you are not Just describing a man, you are
describing a man 4n relation to a particular plece o§?:arth called
Jamaica, When \youw say a Frenchman, you are describing a man in
relation\to & piece of earth called from, And so it gdes with all men
everywhere, They are rotted to that part of the earth on which they
were born and which gives them thelir identity and which gives them
their living. Without théspiece of the eapth called Jamalca there can
be no Jamaicans, And if this Jamalcan earth flourishes and is rich and
healthy then the people who live on it and live by it are likely to
flourish and be rich and healthy. If, on the other hand, this Jamaican
earth 1s sick aﬁd poor and unhealthy then the people who live on 1t
are likely to be sick and poor and unhealthy., This is the way it

always has been for the vast majordty of people in every country. As

it is with the land, so it is with most of the people, And this is



particularly true of agricultural countries, and Jamalca 1s basically
an agricultural country. We are not an industrialised country, True,
we are making every effort to build up industries here., We have not
done badly so far and 1t 1s very likely that in the years ahead we
will do better, especially if our industries are based iszfiods and
fruits and other raw material we produce right here @

fundamentally, Jamaica is an agricultural countrq will remain

ca, But

an agricultural country for as far ahead into_thef future as I can see,
And this fact makes the Jamalcan earth es o3 ¥y important to every

country. So how does the Jamaican de

Jamalcan, whether he lives in the town ether he lives in the
%1 this earth which 1s his

most precious REXEERERRIRN possesg§gs,and which gives him his unique

and distinctive personallty aé‘E’ngn?
The answer, I am afe a sad and unhappy one, The vast

majority of Jamaicans er indifferent to this earth which gives
a

them 1life, or else_th puse it., Now I am not saying that all Jamaicans
do this, There e y who care for the land, many who love it and
nurture it, ‘gﬁﬁy are a minority. The majority abuse the land, Often
they do so:é ignorance, It is often easier and quicker to clear a

llside
d by firing it. And often they had not been taught better

patch of
ways and they have not been told what would happen if they go on abusing
the land, So there 1s no point in blaming these people, They are trying
to get a living as best they can, But in the process, by firing the
land, by chopping down hlillside trees and bush, they are destroying the
Jamaican earth which feeds or should feed us all., So what can we do

about this? How can we stop 1t? And what would happen if we don't stop

it? I'll try to answer these questions tomorrow, So till then, goodnight,



1q2 Terracing as a National Policy

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Saturday Aug 12 at 6,.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Last night I said the majority of Jamalcans wxrz
are destroying'the Jamalcan earth, If you doubt me, do I did on
Thurday: fly across Jamaica in one of these small p at operate
as air taxis and look down on the Jamaican eart?&o do thils, g:gee
things will strike you very forcébly. One o hree things you may
know, but the other two things may shock surprise you. The one
thing you may know is that most of th can earth is not flat land;
by far the largest part of Jamaica is@ up of hillside land which
can be very steep in some places.’h&?@econd thing - and this 1is likely
to come as a surprise to ma e = 1s the fact that you will see
vast stretches of the Jama arth lying unused and unpopulated., There

is a great deal of u @ and space in the interior off this island:

and it made me wo ut all this talk of overpopulation, And I

began to wonde y imported so much of our foodstuff when we had
all this 1 dy and avallable to give us food if we worked it and
worked it 1. The tht#d thing - and this was the thing that shocked
and upset' e - were the very clear signs of erosion in all too many
parts of this hillside land, Some farmer, some cultivator, had cleared
a hillside by fire. He had burned bush and tree and everything else

to grow his catch=-crop or cash crop. No doubt he had had a good first
crop. But then the rains had come down and because there was no bush
or trees, it had washed away all the top soil., And many of these
hillsides showed bare limestone rock where the life-giving earth had
been washed aﬁay, and where hardly anything can now be grown, This is
a crime, And I am not talking about crime in terms of the law, This is

something very much more serious, This means that we are fast turning



Jamaica's hillside land into a desert of rock, If this goes on we will
suffer, but others will suffer even more, Our children and grand-
children and great=-grandchildren will suffer even more because they
will inherit a barren land which cannot feed them becausgg we have
abused the good earth of Jamaica which should give us and-them a good
life., And they will curse us for having destroyed %he Jamaican earth.
The warning signs are there already. Droughts drefbecoming more

common in Jamaica every year, If there is no rain for a few weeks
there 1s a drought and a water shortage.,Il¥seWwas not always so, A
hundred years ago droughts were unknown/ 1n Jamaica because the hillsides
were thickly forested and acted was wabversheds, But we have cut down
the trees and burned the landeand so we have droughts, So what can

we do about this? People like Harold Cahusac are doing all they can
through the Watershed Proteetion Commission- and fine Job it is, But

I do not think that Tg “enough. I think we have done too much damage
already for this problem to be handled piecemeal. I should like to

see the government laying down a long term policy to save and restore
this Jamadcan\earth, I should like to see a ten or twenty year policy
to terragce all the hillside land of Jamaica, I know all the forward
looking farmers and the people in our Forest Department would welcome
this, But the policy decision must come from the government, And it
owes to the country and its people to preserve and protect the land
by launching such a policy, If we save the Jamaican earth, this land
can feed all its people and still leave feod over for export., If we don'
do this then our government and all of us will be guilty of a crime

against unborn generations of Jamaicaniy Goodnight,
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday Aug 14 at 6.15p.m
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Gdpod evening: A very large number of people are utterly confused
about the facts of the Berlin and German crisis, Our news agencies
tell us that the Berlin crisis is the most dangefousi\threat to the
peace of the world today. Our radios and ourgpapers tell us that the
West - the United States, Britain and Frarmce = will not surrender
their rights 1n Berlin and Germany. We'hear thet the American
President has called for a stepping up of the armed forces and for
more money for military defence., In tfhe same veln, the Soviet Union
has declared that it will not surrmender its rights in Berlin and that
it was going to sign a separate Peace treaty with East Germany this
year whether the Western Powers like it or not. And/ggg?de Germany
itself come reports of,a steady flow of Germans fleeing from East
Berlin to West,Berlin, And today we have reports that there have been
ugly scenes over, the weekend as the East German authorities tried
to stop, people from their zone from running away to the Western zone
of Berlin. .They have put up barbed wire barricades; and on Sunday
there were clashes between protesting crowds and armed East German
police using tear gas and smoke bombs, This was because in the past
ten days or so the steady flow of fleeing refugees had begun to turn
into a flood.,

Now we know all this, or most of 1t, because the Berlin story
has been the number one world headline story for a few weeks now,
What many people do not know, what many people have asked me to tell
them about, are the hard facts behind this present Berlin crisis,

We know there is a crisis; we know it 1s an ugly business which can



lead to just about the most destructive atomic war the world has ever
known; we know that it is another phase in the 'cold war' between
Russia and the United States, and we are all very worried about it,
But we are amxkx confused and a bit lost when it comes to the details,
So let us begin by trying to see how this situation geme about.
One thing I think most of us know is that it all goes back to the end
of the Second World War and the defeat of Germany.)And today's Berlin
crisis stems out of the nature of that defeat@gnYou, will remember the
war started on September 1lst, 1939, Hitler's armies invade Poland
and in a lightning sweep they spread through all of Europe, occupying
France, menacing Britain from across thevEnglish Channel, and then
sweeping east until they were at thesery gates of Moscow, But then
the great alliance of Russia, the United States, Britaln and France,
rallied and mounted a counter-attack, The Russians pushed from the
east and the Angdo-Amerilcan and French forces pushed from the west,
The allies declare@.that they would not make peace with Germany; that
they wanted Germany's unconditional surrender, And so they swept all
before them, déstroying Germany's economy, killing roughly 7 million
@ermans qand\leaving the land in ruin., The Russlians raced on to Berlin
and reached i1t before the Western allies, And when the Germans
surrendered unconditionally &én May 7th of 1945, the Russians were
the effective lords of?%irlin. But the allies had agreed that Germany
should be divided up among the four allies and so this was done and
Berlin too was divided into four sectors, But there was something
very peculiar about Berlin in the new set-up, I will tell you about

this tomorrow evening: so till then, goodnight,



No 194 The Location of Berlin
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Good evening: Last night I told you that Russia, America, Britailn
and France had decided not to sign a peace treaty with Germany, Instead,
they demanded unconditional surrender. And in fact the/Germans did
surrender unconditionally on May 7th of 1945, I alsohV told you that
in the conquest of Germany the Russians had swept\into &kx Berlin and
were the effective masters of the city by the time the Western allies
got there, In fact, the Russians had gonesfurther, they had swept
west one hundred miles and more beyond, Beérlin, And so it was that when
Germany was partitioned into four zom€s, Berlin was at least 100 miles
deep Inslide Exxxx&=rxaxy the wasian Zone, This was the peculiar
situation of Berlin in thg'wew set-up. In order to reach Berlin anybody
from the West had togravel at least 100 miles through the Russian
Zone or else fly ov¥exr Russian held %erritory. But this presented no
problem as long &g things ran smoothly bbtween the Russians and their
allies, And, ln ®he early days of the occupation of Germany things did
run smoethly, Eberybody was friendly and co=-operative, They had just
won & bitter war and Russlian and American and British and French saw
each othef as comrades and brothers in a great crusade, And so Germany
was broken up into Four Zones with the Russians getting control of
41,380 square miles of the total area and with a population which at
the time was estimated at 17,000,000 people. Britaln, France and the
United States, together got control of an area of 95,683 square mlles
and with a population of roughly 51,000,000 people, In terms of land
space the Russians got the lion's share from the partitioning of

Germany. But in terms of human beings the Western allles got most,



The city of Berlin itself was also partitioned into Four Zones,
one for the Russians, one for the Americans, one for the British and
one for the French., The total area of Berlin 1s 341,2 square miles,
The Russians got 155.,5 square miles of this, and the Western allies
combined got 185,.,7 square miles, So here again Russia t e lion's
share, Before the war the population of all Berlin ly 4% million

In 1957 the population of West Berlin was just millions and
quarter, So it would

seem that again in the partitioning of B n

that of East Berlin was Just under a million,an
;m; vest majority of

the people were in the Western Zénes,
After theg partition of Germ&mf\w\> our powvers apreed to regard

Germany as one economic whole wiéﬁ\gaﬂh zone under a military governor,
These four governors = one Ru , one American, one British, one
French - made up the Alli% rol Council for Germany. In 1947 the
British and American i ies decided to combine their two zones
into one, The Br nd Americans were then pressing for the
untting of al ‘ie:?a y and an ending of the occupation, This set off

a series of reements between the Russiens and the West which
ended w{:2:§h Russians withdrawing from the Allied Control Council

in 1948, stralghtaway the peculiar situation of Berlin came
dramaticélly into play. The Russians blockaded all the railways and
roads linking Berlin with West Germany. Remember, West Berlin ;gsdeep

in the heart of the Russian Zone., The Russians were showing the West
Just how weak the western position in Berlin was, They were also showing

their disapproval of western policy. Tomorrow evening I will tell you

Just what the result of all this was, So till then, goodnight,
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Good evening: I ended my comments on Berlin last night with the
breakdown of the Four Power Allled Control Council and the Russian
blockade of West Berlin, This blockade, some of you ghlay refiember, lasted
for eleven months, During that time the Western mowers’ flew more than
2,000,000 tons of food and other necessities Jinte West Berlin, so
preventing the Russians from starving the _West(Berliners into submission.
When the Russians lifted the blockade it was both a western victory
and a promise of troubles ahead,

Up to this point the French had tried to stay out of this growing
partisan scrap between Russia an@nthe United States. But in May of 1949
the French threw in their@et.when Britain and the United States
decided to establish the Federal Republic of West Germany. In October
of the same year the Russlans followed suit and established the East
German Democratdc Republic, West Germany became a western style state
and East Germamny, became a communist style state. And so all hopes of
a peacefulfand@ friendly and allied solution of the German problem
were in efféct abandoned by both sides, The West wanted a solution
along wéstern lines, with free elections throughout the country. The
Rusgsians were not sure that those they backed would win such an election
and so they were apposed to it. Bn@li now the peculiar position of
Berlin had come to the fore, Berlin now became the challenge and the
symbol to both sides., So let us lock at 1t from each side in turn.

As the Russians see it, here is 185 square miles of land deep
inside the Soviet world but not belonging to it., This, as Mr, Khrushchev

has put it, was 'a bone in the Russlan throwt', The Russians had

tried to swallow it in 1948 but it had stuck because they had found



that the Americans were prepared to go to war over Berlin, And today
the bone is still in the Ruesian throat, still irritatingp and they
still want to swallow it., The existence of West Berlin deep inside
the communist world is a daily challenge and insult to communism, If
the Russians give up the fight for West Berlin it will (besa great
moral defeat for communism and Russia, And so Russld cénnot give way
over West Berlin,

As the Americans see it, holding on to West'Berlin is as important
to them is winning it is to the Russians,They are there by legal
right of the Occupation Statute and ag”long as they hold on to West
Berlin they are showing the uncommitted\world that they can stand up
to communism, And thelr case 1is strefigthened by the fact that the
West Berliners do not want commun¥sm, The daily flights from the
communist zone to the westérm-zone does the communist cause great harm
in the eyes of the world, And also, the material prosperity of West
Berlin as againstethe poverty of East Berlin 1s, as they see 1it, a
daily mirror in\which the two systems can be compared, And so the
struggle for\Berlin has become the great ideological symbolg of the
bitter struggle between communism and democracy in Europe today.

I am™fio prophet so I cannot tell you how this struggle will end.
What is clear is that heither side are prepared to give way on it,
And it is not a situation over which some compromise cen be worked
out, It is a situation in which neither side 1is prepared to lose face
and that is what makes Berlin the ﬁotential trigger point of world
war today. Goodnight.,



No 196 The B.G. Elections
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Good evening: As you listen to me this evening I should be down
in Port-of-Spain Trinidad, if all has gone well, I hopegto stay over=-
night in Trinidad and get a plane to British Guiana ag early as possible
tomorrow, The whole point of this whole exercise 18, o0f £€ourse to be
" in British Guiana for next Monday's elections, I\plam to be back in
Jamaica on Wednesday of next week and I hope tosgive you a first-hand
report of all I heard and saw over the elegtion period. I also hope
to give you my personal impressions of “B.Gi's political leaders and
the possible lines of action they might*take in the future,

British Guiana is one of the three or four West Indian territories
I have not yet visited, and so6, 1 am particularly excited about this
trip. I always find it @xciting and challenging to go where I have not
been before, And then| there are features about Monday's elections in
B.G. which are out Of the ordinary and which makegxXt people concerned
with the news,anre anxious to observe at first-hand. I personally am
particularliy™interested to see Jjust what kind of external pressures
are likely to be at work in the elections, You will remember that it
was on Thursday of last week that I told you about the campaign of

some American politiclians as well as of the London Dally Express

against Jagan's People's Progressive Party., The Daily Express said

that if Jagan won the general elections then the British Government
should suspend the B.G. constitution as it did in 1953, This, as I
told you last Thursday, strikes me as a very dangerous suggestion,
And 1t was because of this campaign against him and his party that
Jagan invited the United Nations to send observers to the B.G.
elections, The United Nations has turned down that invitation. But



2

others, and I am one of them, kaxexkezaxr are more interested than tﬁéy
would normally have been to see just how the elections go off. And so
I expect to see a very large number of newspaper people when I reach
Georgetown some time tomorrow, The searchlight of the world's press

will therefore be very sharply focussed on British Guia?fEE;er the

next four or five days.

What 1s very unfortunate about this whole bus& that there
are these powerful outside forces who are tryin nterfere in the
internal affairs of British Guiana, And what %en worse 1s this
prejudging of Jagan by people and instit who are not particularly

eople
famous for their concern about the wg\y‘ ng/of the conditions under

which people in under-developed ag:;:}
impression that 1t is the most‘;zgst onary forces, those with least

es live, And so you get the

interest in the welXfare of e\\people, who are agalnst Jagan, As I
told you before, I thi that these people will succeed in doing
is to rally the mass 1::22 Guianese people behind Jagan, But we will
soon see whether I ight in this,

And now point of correction about some facts and figures on

B.G. When cussed the new constitution on July 26th, I gave you

the popudlation of B.G. as roughly 800,000, A listener phoned and
questioned this figure., The listener was right and I was wrong, The

1959 figure for the population of B.G. is 557,960: of this total 268,710
are of East'Indian Origin and 186,800 are of African origin. I am sorry
about my mistake and I am grateful to the listener who drew my attention

to 1t. And goodnight until tomorrow,



No 197 The Case of Roy E Burnett
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Good evening: As you know, I am out of Jamaica this evening and

more than a thousand miles away from home, And you know now that
whenever I have to leave Jamaica I record these comm in advance,
And of course when this happens it means that I c ep up with .
the news that happens every day. But when I am e the daily news
happenings often make it impossible for me with very many
subjects which are important but which 6] immediate news, 50 I

welcome these rare opportunities whe\ get away from the day-to-day

news and deal with subjects that neglected, For instance, I

Md'Lc—lvtAQ

have had the case of Mr. Roy rnett and&&ﬁhﬂhih-on my file for
a very long time now and away has given me a chance to deal
with it.

Now, basically 1 s to me that Mr., Burnett's case is one of

procedure and of appgoach, Mr., Burnett wrote to tell yxmm =k me about
the matter a £\>§ted my comments, Hls case was that he took an
American. 0 the airport to see her off after she had spent a
Z=-weeks ay in Jamaica, When the lady's luggage was processed
there was some misunderstanding, it seems to me., The baggage on the
scale weighed J351bs; but the lady also had some rum and some hand
luggage., The 5;3&2;;; hostess knew the weight of the rum, and with her
great experience, she made a pretty accurate assessment of the weight
of the hand luggage and charged the American lady £5.3.6., excess,

Mr, Burnett and his American guest, on the other hénd, had seen the
scale registering 351bs and not having the experience of the hostess

they could not assess the weight of the rum and the hand luggage.

Mr. Burnett therefore asked how the xa@x hostess had artived at her



figure., And as I understand it, 1t was at this point the the trouble
began, From what Mr, Burnett wrote to me it seemed that the manner of
the hostess' reply upset him and his guest most. According to Mr,
Burnett the hostess said abruptly: "Do you want me to send back for
the things?" The suggestion is implied that the hostess(sounded
aggressive and impatient, Hr. Burnett then went and{talked the matter
over with a duty officer, The baggage was weighed and, 1t was found that
the hostess' assessment had been correct.

Mr., Burnett sent a copy of his lettepr” to me to the district

e ol
Manager of BT6-A-6s=ere. The district manager investigated the
matter qnd wrote me a pretty detailed;letﬁer setting out the case from
$0:A: 618 point of view, From the;i"".a%ﬁk;ﬁ point of view it seemed
that Mr. Burnett was most concérneéd with the question of the weight
and on this the hostess had Peen proved correct, But to this Mr,
Burnett saild no, his maln concern was with procedure and the attitude
of the hostess,
right

For myself,\I see a lot of/jmxkize on both sides. The hostesses
have to procegsw& large number of people in a very short time and so
they work a% top speed, But that in itself can sometimes be tricky.
When yoﬁ know your business and you know you are right you tend to be
impatient with questions. On the other hand you are selling a service
to the customer and so it is your duty to be patient with his questions.
The very fact that you have upset the customer to the point that he has
complained is a fallure on your part. The customer is entitled to

courtesy at all times from those who sell him their service,

Goodnight,
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Good evening: I think one of the surest ways in which we can
measure the health of any socilety 1s by the relations between the
police force of that society and the ordinary citizens of that soclety.
Where the society 1s healthy and civil liberties flourisli, where the
rule of law is the order of the day = in such societies you will find
a very cordial and friendly relationship betweén,the citizen and the
polike. There will be mutual respect between,citizen and police:
the citizen will regard the policeman‘as his friend and the guardian
of his peace, Children crossing streets will confidently slip their
hands into that of the policeman bec@use they will see him as the
symbol of safety. Strangers\in a strange place will seek out a
policeman first of all 4f\they are lost: he will be the best person
to help them get whePe ‘they want to., Only the law-breakers, only thsg
evil-doers will be“afraid of the polliceman, All the good citizens,
whether they anmne“gich or poor, proud or humble, well-dressed or in
rags, will“sece him as a friend, as someone who will protect the peace,
guard the fule of law, and be helpful to anyone who appeals to him
for help, That is the image of the policeman in the good and healthy
society.

In an unhedlthy socliety where the rule of law 1s flouted, where
civil liberties are not respected and where the rule of law is weak,
there is very little, if any, friendship between ghe police and the
citizen., In such socleties the citizen keeps as far away from the
policeman as he can, He does not regard the policeman as his friend,

As far as possible he avoids having anything to do with the police

and he will not do anything to help the police keep the peace, In such



societlies parents use the policeman as a bogeyman whth which to
frighten little children, They say: i1f you don't do this or that the
policeman will come for you. And even little children shy away from
the police,

Well now, using these two yardsticks: one of the headthy society
in which the policeman is everybody's friend; and the,éne of the
unhealthy society in which the policeman is everybody's enemy, where
would we put Jamaica?

I myself would put it somewhere in tHe middle., It 1s not unhealthy,
but at the same time it is still far from.being really healthy. There
are some very good people in our police Torce, and I am particularly
impressed with one group in the forceqy the C.I.D. under the leadership
of Superintendent George Muldeny I think that branch of our police is
as good as you could find amywhere in the world and better than most,
But I think you will f£ind that many people, especlally the poorer
citizens, find many“ef\ the uniformed policemen rude, agressive and
bullying. I met, omne such rude policeman the other day when I went into
a police stationufor guidance and information about an accident., He
was Just, about as rude and bad mannered as anybody I have ever met,

He saw himself as a public master rather than a public servant. It is
people like this man who make for the unhealthy relations which now
exist between the public and the pollice, But in fairness let me say his
superior officer immediately apologised for the man's behaviour, But
what happens when there is no superior officer around or when this

rude policeman deals with little people out on the streets? This is

one of our big problems about which something chould be done,

Goodnight,
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Good evening: Today is the big day in B.G. and as I have told
again and again in the past, my bet is on Jagan, I expe him to win
though it is possible that his majority may be reduc .<;§;>I will
give you an eyewitness account of todays happening\ ursday
evening when I am back in Jamaica.
One of the things that will be of imme interest to us
about Britlsh Guiana is the pattern of i re and the pattern of
B.G.'s possible relations to the We s Federation, In the election

manifesto which Jagan's People's sive Party published on Tuesday

of last week certain importan oints of future policy were laid out.

First, the manifesto s ~SE:;;t if the P.P.P. won the elections,
and when they gain ind ce one year after the elections, B.G.
would hold a referen ask the people whether they want to enter

the West Indies Fe ion or not.

By this u know, hangs quite a story. You will remember that
it was la t year, and on one of my radio programmes that Mr,
Wills I cg dropped his bombshell on B.G.. Wills, you may remember,

said that he did not want a Jagan-led B.G. in the West Indies
federation. Some of you may also remember that shortly after~that
interview I went down to Trinidad and brought back a recording of

Dr. Eric Williams' reply to this statement of Mr, Isaacs, Dr, Williams
gaid very firmly that as far as Trinldad was concerned they wanted
British Guliana in the Federation, He rejected the idea that British
Guiana's entry into the federation should be made difficult =ER¥xX=Ex

under any circumstance, As he saw it, Britisn Guiana had a right

to be in the Federation and it was the duty of the federal government



to make things as smooth and as easy as possible for B.G. to enter,
What form of government B.G. had and who headed her government, he
felt, was the business of the Guianese people., Our business was to
make it clear to the Gulanese people that the door of the West Indies

Federation was open to them, Thxxm

These were the main lines of the disagreement @%Mr. Wills
Isaacs and Dr, Williams, As far as I know thes@onflicting views
have not been reconciled, If the ruling Wes 8 Federal Labour
Party has in fact arrived at any decisio the matter, they have
not given it out. But it seems to me@ . decision on how the rest
of the West Indies feel about B.G.' ring the Federation now

becomes a matter of some urgency .V
| Obvisouly, if the Guianes eople are told that they are not
wanted in the West Indi ation or that they are only wanted
under certain condit @his is bound to influence thex way they
look at the matte ey are very likely to say; alright, if they
don't want us \we won't have anything to do with them, This is a
a very na nd human reaction,

Ifg, on\the other hand, the spokesmen of the West Indies Federation
make 1t clear that they are anxious for B.G. to come in, if ihey make
it clear that a place has been reserved for her and she would be very
welcome, the Guianese reaction might be very different. And so it
seems'to me that the attitude of the rest of the West Indies to B.G.'s
entering the Federation can have a very lmportant bearing on the

results of the referendum which Jagan has promised his peoprle., But

we will have to make up our minds early., Goodnight,
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No 200 The B.G. Refzréndum
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Good evening: Last night I told you about Dr. Jagan's decision,
contained in the People's Progressive Party election ma sto, to
hold a referendum when B.G. becomes independent next e?tgéahe
referendum will be on the guestion of whether B.G @join the
West Indies Federation or not, I told you that eant that the
gpokesmen of the West Indies would have to _ma their minds as to
whether they want B.G. in the federatlo because how the rest
of the West Indies react to B.G. wil an influence on how the
Gulanese people decide., As you W, st year Mr., Wills Isaacs
expressed the view in an inte w with me that B.G. under Jagan
should not be allowed intq_th Eederation. You will also remember that
Dr, Eric Williams disa

atly with this view,

But this is onl ide of the penny, It is an important side,

important, What is far more important is how

of Indian origin and therefore the leader of the largest single racial
group in the country, Jagan's is the dominant influence, Now please

do not misunderstand me, I am not saying that Jagan approaches the
problems of E.G. from the point of view of the 1ntefests of one group,
He does not; and indeed the thing I admire most about both Jagan and
Burnham is the faet that they have both firmly refused to conduct
thelr politics on racial and communal lines. As you know, Burnham
recently expelled Sydney King from his People National Congress

because King was pushing a raclal line, I think in this both of the



two B.G. leaders have shown a balance and a maturity which is often
lacking among some of our own so-called leaders,

But facts are hard things and they should be faced squarely.
And the hardest fact in B.G.'s political life is the central point

Guianese of

that the/East Indian origin make up the majority of H‘;é§>ulation.
And whether we like it or not, there is more than 4<:5§pncy anong
both the masses of East Indian origin as well @assea of African
origin to apprmark see their political probl a. communal spirit,
The leaders may disapprove of this, but <€E%" t 1s there and it is
a fact that constitutes one of the g possible dangers for the
future of B.G. as I see it, But w a;\hﬁ- this to do with the possible
outcome of the referendum? V

Simply this, If Jagan j;?:‘his welght in favour of B.G. entering
the federation then it most certain that B.G, will enter even if
a large section of @ Indian community deserts him, If on the
other hand, he th s welght against B.G. entering then it is most

unlikely that \will. The non-Indian section of the population still

outnumber dian section - but only if all the non-Indian elements
are uni%ed, Yand at presnt they are not and federation does not seem

to be the issue to unite them, In any case, such a unity against the
Indian community would be a most unhealthy thing and I, for one, would
be against it., And yet it seems to me that B.G.'s threatening communsal
problemg has its best chance of being solved within the larger frame-
work of the West Indies Federation, And for this reason it seems to

me lmportant that our leaders should let Jagan know that he and B.G.

would be more than welcome inside the Federation, Goodnight,
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Good evening: I wonder how many of you have read the letter to
the editor which appeared in the Gleaner of Wednesday of ,Jladst week
under the heading: 'Colour Prejudice in Mobay HotelN .,\If you have you
will recall that this was the story of a resident/ of Montego Bay
who made friends with two whitz;ﬁzzchers from, farvada, These two
friends then invited this man to Jjoln thewfan@ another male tourist
for an outing. But on the way they stopped at the hotel where this
male white tourist was staying and the“Montego Bay resident and one
of the young women sat on thethetel verenda while the other two went
inside for something, It _was\at this point that the man who seemed
to be manager of the hgtel Behaved in what can only be described as
a prejudiced way thuS\embérrassing both the Jamaican as well as thg
foreign visitors to\these shores,

Now I know, many Peeple feel that there is too much talk of race
and colouf, gelng on in Jamaica today. And most of them deplore this
and say Wwe must stop talking about it., A businessman who happens to
be a good friend of mine one day gave me a tongue-lashing because he
felt that I was contributing to this raclal feeling by talking about
it on the radio. But you do not get away from things by shutting
your eyes to them and pretending that they do not exist. And my own
feeling is that 1t is incidents such as the one about which the man
wrote to the Gleaner last Wednesday which create more racial feeling
than all the talking of all the agitators in Jamaica, And I think we

must face the factfthat what that man wrote about was no isolated

instance, I have heard of incidents like this on more times than I



like to remember, Jamaicans have been made to feel that they are not
welcome on Jamaica's north coast tourist resorts{ Sometimes they have
been told so outright, at other times they have been overcharged, and
at yet other times they have encountered a studled rudenessywhich

can be worse than the outright insult about which a @wan can do some=-
thing, And I frankly do not see the sense in pretending that this
sort of thing does not happen. '

Now I am not saying that it happens everywhere, I am not saying
that all the people concerned with theshotel industry do this sort
of thing,., For instance I have alwaysh\felt completely welcome at the
places with which Mr, Abe Issa has anything to do and the same goes
for the places where the Elkins are, But there are places where
coloured people are not welcome in their own country. And whatever
the reason this is a bad thing which should be stopped immediately,
As 1 said, this makes \for more real racial feeling than a thousand
speeches by a theusand hotheaded agitators,

The tourdst\industry has associations and organisations of its
own, I should like the Tourist Board, which is subsidiced with public
money, and“the government, to make it clear to all these hotel
operators that Jamalca belongs first and foremost to the Jamaican
people and that there should not be one corner of this island where
people from the outside can go to which Jamalicans cannot go, provided
they observe the rules and behave properly, If we have to choose
between a tourist industry based on colour lines or no tourisﬁ 1hdustry,
then for the sake of peace and harmony in Jamaica, it would be better
to have no tourist industry. But that choice need not be made., The

rememdy 1s in the hands of the leaders of the industry. Goodnight,
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Good evening: I have just returned from British Guiana a few hours
ago.And as I promised you last week when I left for B.G., I have come back

with areportfor you. I am sure you all know the hard facts o elections

youknow Jagan has won twenty seats; you know Forbes Bui@uart‘y has

won eleven seats, and you know Peter D'Aguiar's U ce has won . .
four seats. These hard facts about B.G.'s Genen Election have been
reported very fully on the radios and in t es So, instead of

repeating what you already know, I thoug@ ight be a very good idea

to hold 2 sort of post mortem on the B. ctions,

Once you stop and think carefull out the results of the B.G.

elections, and once you look @t igures carefully, +two very interesting
points come out. If you onl at the number of seats each of the thr;e
parties has won, Jag 'ory looks very decisive indeed, His Beople's
Progressive Party 1ve more seats than the combined total of the two

opposition pa ’!;:; his is a clear majority, suggesting that Jagan has
the appraxal\o clearcut majority of B.Ge.'s voters,

t, you look at the total number of votes cast, and if you work
out how they are shared among the parties, then the Jagan position does
not look so good, Some of you will remember from your radio and press
reports that British Guiana has a total voting populatibn of just over
246,000, Up to this morning when I left Georgetown, there were still 45
undeclared votes in one constituency and six boxes to be opened in another,
but these will make no basic difference to the figures which I want to give
you now, Of the 246,000 Guianese who have the vote, 217,887 wegﬁ to the

polls and cast their votes. This means that without the six boxes and 45

undeclared votes, 8835% of the'voters of B.G. went to the polls. And this,



e

to me, is the first really startling thing about this election. If you know
something about the physical size of B.G,, if.you know the distances that
people often have to walk to get to & polling statién, and, if you know

the conditions mnder which they sometimes have to travel to gefmto 2

polling station, thémn you are 1likely to find this turn-out8f Votgrs a

really amazing thing., Just let me give you one littld e: Just before

vot#ng started on Monday morning rain feli in sever « When the rain
stopped it was found that in one area the polling had become flooded
* k : ¢’

and was under water; and I understand that e e one box full of voters

returns got flooded and had to be givel\@a in spite of a2l these
tur

diffieculties there was this fantasti out of voters, I personally
do not know of any recent electhi in either Britein or the United States -

or anywhere else where democraB®icW\elections are held - wgere there fas been
¥

such a high turn-ount of And believe me, these people turned out

not because they were or bullied or because there is a one party
system or for any s imilar reaéon. |

They turn t because this election was important to them; because
they kne how and what they decided would set the futuré course of
their nt¥y for generations to come, And so each man and each woman went
out and assumed his or her responsibility. Some got up from their sick beds

~ some had to be carried, I know of aé least one woman who was in labour:

and they had a voting turn—o%t such as we have not knbén in Jamaica, As I
wandered from voting station to voting station in and around Georgetown on
Mondey, I thought of Jemaica's date with destiny on September the 19th,
and T hoped very much that the Jamaican voters would match and outmatch
the turn-out of voters that I saw in British Guiane, Tomorrow‘I'li tell
you of the second thing that struck me. So till then, goodnight,
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Good evening: Last night I told you of the fantasticall%h turn-
out of voters on Monday in British Guiana's General electjifon u will
remember that out of a total voting population of jus \ 6,000, 217,887
Guianese cast their votes - in fact the figure is higer because of the

six boxes and 45 undeclared votes which were e till to be counted and

included, This means that more than 883% e electorate went to the

polls., And this, look at it any way yox\ is an amazing achievement.
in

It means that the Guianese voter haw

responsibility as 2 citizen mor iously than the voters in countries

is election at least, taken his

which are supposed to be loped. Certainly, you did not have this

kind of voting turn—on@h American Presidential election and you

certainly did not hava ™Rt in the last British General Elections., And of

course we in J*a ave never come near this figure though XI do hope

¢ will do s n the voting offi the referedum comes arot?nd. As I told you
last nig hink the reason for this high poll was because the Guiane se
knew th ey were not just choosing for the next four or five years.

The government that leads Britiish Guiana into independence is almost bound
to set the pattern for Guianese development for a very long time to come.
That Government has now been chosen, But by the very nature of the large
turn-out, the voters have set a serious limitation en that government,
of the 217,887 votes that were cast, 93,073 went to Cheddi Jagan's
People's Progressive Party., This means that the P.P.P. got 42.7% of the
total vote: Forbes Burnham's People's National Congress got 89,.283. This

is 41% of the total vote., Peter D'Aguiar‘s United Force got 85,531, whichl

-
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is 16.3%» of the total popular vote.

Unce you break the figures down in this way +then you see that Cheddi‘
Jagan's total majority in terms of seats becomes a minority in terms of
the popular vote, Jagan won more secats than the two other parties

combined., But he did not get more popular votes than the o0

parties combined. The two parties combined polled a po d‘g\g e of
something like xx 124,814 as ageinst the P,P.P.'s 9 ut elections,
as you know, are not won or lost on the popular v on a majority of
seats. And I have certainly not discussed-th res in order to make
any of you doubt Jagan's clear mandate @e people to lead Britigh

Guiana. The twenty seats Jagan's P. Pj~§\lds is a clear mandate esccording
to the rules of parliamentary cracy.

The reason why I have dis®usSed these figures is because I think they

are likely to have an ig on the way Jagan goes about things. The

knowledge that 57.3% oters did not cast their votes for his party

will tend to make h ve cautiously where otherwicse he might have moved

boldly. Al it cians who depend on votes for their power are sensitive

to facto his. And Jagan is both shrewd enough and wise enough as
a poli ia@ for this factor to be important, especially during the life

time of this, the first parliement of B.G. under the new, self-governing

constitution, Goodnight,
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Good evening: The news offi the resignation of the President of
Brazil which broke last night was Jjust about the most pected and
startling event of the week, After only seven month ‘ur%iee,
President Janlo Quadros suddenly resigned and sai‘\ d taken this
action because he had been defeated by the fof‘éE}!f reaction in
his country. I think most of the world o t;;E!‘Brazil is very much
in the dark about this dramatic turn of in Brazil, There is
@bviously a very big story behind t gnation, but at the moment

nobody outside knows Jjust what all of at story is. But there have
a few
a

been/straws in the wind over st few weeks,

A little over two weeks %esident Quadros presented his
Congress with a bill t‘;::? own on the flow of proftts out of Brazil,
There had been critil at most American companies operating in
Brazil wepe sendin their pbofits back to the United States
instead of reg-~ gﬁﬁsting such profits in the country and thus helping
its devel . The Quadros bill was to curb this situation. But
1nstead$aling only with the profits of foreign companies - which
are predominantly American = the Quadros bill included all companlies,
both foreign and domestic., The bill laid down a flat 30% tax levy
on the distributed profits of all companies operating in the country.
But on the other hand, 1f profits were plowed back into Brazil, then
the tax on this re-invested money would drop to only 10%. This meant
that if the bill were passed companies who exported their profits
ErXAXEXnEkXrEinyEEkXxERERxinxBreaztt would face a tex increase of 50%

while those who chose to re-invest their profits in the country

w ould have their taxes cut in half. And as en encouragement to local



capital the bill provided for a 15% cut in taxes for companies one
third of whose shares were own by Brazilians,

Now, to people whose main concern &gs the welfare and development
of Brazil, and the expansion of her industries, the Quadros bill
seemed sensible and reasonable, But to those who were go rned only
with thelr profits and the safe stacking away of their its in

the safety of Switzerland or the United States,@ a very
8

revolutionary and undesirable measure, Anu m is that this was
one of the points on which what Rxmx Quad liS§§~'called Brazil's
forces of reaction, have been putting itter fight, And it would
seem that for the moment they have 4 @d him,

But Janio Quadros is politicWhe most popular man with the
Brazilian masses who voted hi power, And how the mass of the
Brazilian people react to sggnation and the reason he gave for

it, 1s Bxxf very impor' e mass of the people may accept this
as part of the patie f Brazllian power politics, In that case

they may say a il t amateur tried to clean up the country but
was beaten Db “\ﬁachine. Or they may declde to take a direct hand
to reingti:} adros, If that happens then we might expect some
political ouble in Brazil. And any real political trouble in
Brazll may act as the flashpoint for a wave of unrest throughout

Latin America, An d this, if it happens, could play the very devil
with President Kennedy's Alliance for Progress idea, Goodnight.
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Good evening: The crisis in Berlin, the British Gulana elections
and the resignation of the President of Brazll -« these ‘Ei;>the three

blg stories of last week, These three stories were €o

important that they over-shadowed almost evnyy@

in the world., But there was another item of ywlast week which was
e

idered so
e that happened
so important that it may, in the long ru

the world than two out of last week's% big stories: that item
2

more important for

of news was the final and complete f of Jemo Kenyatta.

You will remember that it was over two weeks ago that
Kenyatta was given a sort of 1 d freedom after spending some
nine years in prison and estriction: he was a prisoner for seven

years and for the re te time he was restricted to a small area

in the semli-deser a orth of Kenya, at a Godforsaken place called
Lodwar. Then, August the 1l4th he was transferred to a place called
Gatundu whic near Nairobi. There too he was restricted., He could
only move 0 in the three-acre plot of land, And he was barred from
holding p tical meetings or political office because he had been
convicted under the charge of 'managing the Mau Mau', And then suddenly
last week, all restrictions were lifted and Jomo Kenyatta had complete
and unconditional freedom,

Those of us who know Kenya and who have followed the Kenya story
with some care, knew that it was Jjust a matter of time before the
Colonial Office had to release Kenyatta, and, much ﬁore important,
had to admit that only Kenyatta could unite the major political
-forces in the country. But the Kenya settlers plus a very powerful

group in Britalin, still thought it was posslible to keep Kenyatta out



of the political life of his country. They did everything in their
power to dicredit him, both among the Africans in Kenya as well as in
the outside world: and the Kenya government itself was a party to
this campaign. The Corfield report on the Mau Mau which was published
British Government
by the Smimmiaix@ffime a few months ago painted a very ugly'picture
of Kenyatta: according to that report he was everything that was evil
and depraved and he had corrupted his people, Axd)last year the
Governor of Kenya, Sir Patrick Rengison, denounced, Kenyatta as "a
leader to darkness and death"., All this canfifms the view that both
the Colonial Office and the white settders ;till felt, as recently as
three months ago, that they could keepy Kefiyatta out of the political
life of Kenya, either by banishing freom the country or else by
permanently restricting him 4nside“the country, But the pressure of
events soon showed them how, foolish this was, A new movement of violence
began to build up. Mags, African pressure forced the new African leaders
to demand the reledase o Kenyatta, And it soon became clear that there
could be no peace or 8tability in the country without the leadership
of Kenyatta, \Ahd so the white settlers suddenly discovered that after
all Kenyatta, could not have been the evil genius of the Mau Mau because
it only began xim after he had been imprisoned and there was no way he
could have managed it from prison., And early this year the same Sir
Patrick Renison who had called him a leader to darkness, sald there
could be no stability without him, At last, the Colonial Office had
accepted the new reality and adjusted its policy accordingly. That is
the meaning of the release of Kenyatta, Tomorrow I will discuss the

new reality in Kenya and East Africa, So till then, goodnight.
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Good evening: Last night I told you about the complete and
uncodditional release of Jomo Kenyatta last week, I told you that in
the long run this may prove more important for the world tThan the B.G.
elections or the resignation of the President of Brazll; and I described
it as the new reality to which the Colonial Office has at last bowed
its head.

This new reality 1s the hard factsthat white settler rule in
East Africa 1s fast ending, and in her own interest Britain must now
back the Africans rather than the white settlers., In the past Britain
has, in spite of all protestations,to the contrary, backed the white
settlers. And in some waysiBeitish policy in East Africa has been a
watered down version of policies persued in Southern Rhodesia and
South Africa., There was\not the same elaborate pattern of colour bar
by law as in Soath Africa., But to the African at the receiving end
the practices 'were all very similar., There were no Pass Laws as in
South Africea where every black man and woman had to carry several
pleces of "‘wé@per to indentify himself at all times, But the East African
black man had to carry his Kipande © which in fact was a pass, And
there were the same restrictions about entering hotels and bars and
restaurants, And of course there was the same basic social attitude,
And when the early constitutional changes were made, at best they
made sure that something like 50,000 white settlers had the same
political representation as something like 20,000,000 Africans, In
Kenya 30,000 white settlers had the same number of seats as 5% million
~Africans: in Tanganyika a little over 16,000 settlers had the same

number of seats as more than 8,000,000 Africans, Only in Uganda were



things different. There you only had a little over 3,000 whites and
they were not settlers in the true sense as were the settlers of
Kenya and Tanganyika, And so there was not much of a colour thing to
be found. Instead, there was conflict between the anciz:;g;frican

kingdom of Buganda and the Colonial Office., The Bag
independent African state, But the whites of South\‘\g

ted an
and the
Rhodesias as well as the settlers of East Afri ery strong
pressure on the British Government., They were d that if the
people of Uganda did k=mmmE set up an in nt African state it
might act as a spur and as an examp the other Africans to
strive for the same sort of thing:VXya, Tanganyika, the Rhodeslas
and South Africa., And their p sure"was so strong that 1t did in

fact inhibit the Colonial Office. And so it was that to a very large

extent British policy Africa had constantly to appease the
white settlers for w e was very good, and who certainly were
not prepared to gi the good 1life without a fight. This was

particularly_t f Kenya, where some of the best land had been

alienated et aside for whites only. These lagds were known as
the Whi lands and indeed mamy most if not all settlers saw

East Africa as the whiteman's Africa., And this was the root cause for
what became known as the Mau Mau rebellion. But why, you might ask,
does all this make the release of Kenyatta more important than the
B.G. Elections and the resignation of President Quadros of Brazil?
Because I think it 1s the beginning of a great new power bloc in

Africa and the world, I will discuss this new power bloc tomorrow;

so till then, goodnight,
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Good evening: The release of Jomo Kenyatta makes possible the
bringing into being ot the East African Union as a polit 1 fact.
And once the East African Union does become a politicgl , then
one of the most powerful new forces will step onto %‘1d stage.,
But let me set out the facts first. What has b wn as British

East Africa are: +the British colony of Kenégs%l!c has an area of

219,730 square miles, and a population o over 6,000,000; next
there is the British Trust Territory @Aganyika, which 1s %42,706
square miles in size and has a populatlen of Just over 9,000,000
people; and finally there is 1¥ish Protectorate of Uganda with
a total land area of 80,292 u;;e miles and a population 6f Jjust
over 5,000,000, Toget ese three countries have a population of
of more than 20,000, @ple and a total land area of 642,729

square miles,

m3y of physical size, this is obviously a big unit,
It is nea ice the size of Nigerla, It is a third larger than

It is a third larger than Egypt. In fact, 1t is the
physical :
largest single/ unit on the African continent the moment Nyasaland
leave the Rhodesian Federation, which Dr. Banda has declared she will,
And it is rich., It has some of the best farm and cattle 1ands in the
world and it has mineral wealth as well, It has a long coagtiine
and several good ports into the Indian Ocean., Shipping acceés to
Europe would be easy through the 8Buez Canal, Economically, the

East African Union can be very powerful,

It has already gone far on the road to political union. It has a

common currency and a common customs tariff which the British brought



into being. There is a University College of East Africa at Makerere,
and Sawhilli is the language common to all three Bast African countries,
These are all factors which would help make union easy, Cultural

difference between the three peoples are very slight and there are

more similiarities than differences, %
But much more important than these factors is t a that all

the East African leaders have declared themselv our of the
East African Union. Mr. Julius Nyerere has ;Eat he 1is prepared
to postpone independence for Tangnyika if t;would help bring the
East African Union into being., And a Dr, Banda wants to take

Nyasaland out of the white-dominated\ slan Federation, he too is
prepared to join an East Africanw run by Africans, Such a Union

would change the whole politdc ce of Africa., It will bring pressure
on South Africa and the Rh 8 in a way no West African state can.
And it could really th Africa economically., And the volice of
the East African waridxaffairxy could easily become the most

influential Af n ice in world Affairs, If you agree with me that
the way Afric es 1s largely going to determine the shape which the
future ke en you will agree with me that the creation of the
East Afric Union by men like Nyrere, Banda and Mboya 1s far more
important for the future of the world in the long run than the B.G.
Elections and the going of Quadros, And at the céntre of creating this
new power force stands Jomo Kenyatta, the one man whose influence is
so powerful and widespread as to bring these leaders together, All
this will not happen overnight. But it will happen., Goodnight. A



No 208 1) The Barmon-Blades Fight
2) New Palisadoes Airport

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Thursday Aug 31 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I do not normally comment on sporting events, That
department 1s in the very capable hands of Roy Lawrence, But:I do hope
he and you will forgive me if I touch very briefly ‘qn.laét night's
main fight between Jamaica's Al Harmon and Florida%s Freddie Blades,
Like hundreds of others I went to Sabina Park and*paid a lot of money
mainly to see this fight. And like almostieveryone there, I was
disappointed and disgusted with &he downright bad displygy we saw, It
was a really sorry exhibition that, can“enly do harm to boxing in this
island, I think one man behind me summed up the feeling of most
spectators when Blades knocked down Harmon, He shouted: 'Tell him
you sorry, man; that wag™am ‘acclident,' I think that if it had not
been for the fine andigkilful fight put up by Bunny Grant and the Cuban
Garcla the entire showiwould have been a disaster and a washout, I
think our promotokg and our boxers owe the paying public a better
deal than {he 'dismal business we had last night, If they don't give us
a betterideal then the boxers might as well pack up and find other
honest but less well-paying Jobs and the promoters might as well
invest thelr money elsewhere., The long suffering public will not
put up with much more of the kind of stuff we had last night, And to
cap it all, a number of people had their cars forced open and robbed.
My own car was also forced open and the windows damaged, Just what the
large turn-out of police was doing is anybody's guess,

And now for a letter from a listner on a very important point,
Mr, Cecil H. Cousins of Kingston‘;;SIg’: "Dear Mr, Abrahams, I would

appreciate 1f you could bring to the attention of the public through



your news commentary the following: A few Sundays ago I visited the
new terminal building at the Palisadoes Alrport and was shocked to
see the manner in which the public 1s treating this wonderful building,
You should have seen the way in which the wall behind the waving
gallery is dirty. Finger marks by the thousand are allk over it. Seeing
it, one would believe the wall 1s years old. Althoughl rubbish
disposers are placed all over the waving gallery, there were bottles
and pieces of paper strewn all over the placey ‘evweh on the apron
under the waving gallery.

"Please make an appeal to the puBlie™to keep this building clean,
Surely Jamaicans can show some amount of civic pride, This building
is a national show=place and it doesVnot reflect well on the island
when a visitor 5ets such a first impression as what I saw on that
Sunday." That is the_ketter from Mr. Cousins and it is one with
which I agree wholeheartedly., The new airport is an attractive thing.
Let us not defile I 'wThe only point on which I am not sure I go all
the way with Mn, Gousins is why we should keep it clean and beautiful,
Of course wvigitors will be impressed if they seéﬁ%ell-kept and clean
new airpert.)But I think that basically we should keep 1t clean and
attractive.for ourselves and out of our own sense of pride rather
than simply because of what some visitor might think, Beauty and

should be

cleanliness/%x good and right for us and we should have them for our own
enjoyment and pleasure first and foremost, So please let us keep our

alrport and all our other public places clean for our own sakes, That

is the way we foster national pride in national achievement, Goodnight.



No 209 i The Trinidad and Barbados Elections

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Friday Sept 1lst at 6.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: When I passed through Trinidad on my way back from
British Guiana last week, I tried, naturally, to get a ?a} of what was
going on in Port-of=-Spain political circles, I met riie“Gomes at
Pilarco Airport and later on I met Learie Constan ‘:\q‘ unch in the
Beart of Port-of-Spain., Bertie Gomes, who now s as an Independent
in the Federal Parlliament, seemed to me to ;? a mood for making
mischief between Jamaica and Trinidad ticular and Jamaicay and
the rest of the West Indies in Gener\ told me gleefully of the

article he had written and which appeared in last Sunday's Trinidad

Guardian in which he said t as;?uwaica was making 'col?nies' of the
other islands of the Fede To back up this mischief-making
July-Aug

journalism, he quote ragraph from the West Indian Economist's /
editorial which s the federal scene and discussed the possible
results of the feremdum, According to Mr, Gomes the struggle between
the J.L.P. a e P.N.P. is a 'beautifully staged' afffair for which
Trinidaq\:::s ave to pay in order ‘'‘that Jamaicans could hog all the
Jobs and glory also', In fact, Mr. Gomes is now saying that
Trinidad should not stay in a federation based on the London agreement,

The interesting thing about this stand taken by Bertie Gomes is
how remarkably km close it is to the stand taken by Sir Grantley Adama
since the Lonaon Conterence, Both Sir Grantley ana Mr, Gomes have now
come out bitterly against the London Conference decisions, Both have
accused Hamalca of wantkng to dominate the federation, But in fairness
to Sir Grantley, he has never sounded as irresponsible as Mr, Gomes

was last Sunday. When he xgm delivered the main speech at the opening

of the Barbados Labour Party election campaign in Bridgetown on the



18th of August, Sir Grantley again declared that he would never support
the federation as it was shaped by the London Conference, He said
Freedom of Movement and the right of the Federal Government to impose
taxation on the units were the two essentials,

It seems to me that this clearly indicates the shap% nature of
the futﬁre opposition in the Federal parliament, And 8 where both

the Trinidad and Barbadoés elections have as imp x bearing on
the federation as our own referendum,

If the Barbados Labour Party wins de vely in the Barbados
e strengthened in pushing

General Elections, then Grantley Adams @

his new line in Federal politics., He to muster enough small

island support to challenge ManleyVhe Prime Ministership, that 1is,

assuming that Jamaica says 'yes the referendum, But for this to
become feasible the Trinid .P, opposition should win a number of
seats from the P.N.M, 0 the Trinidad General Elections also become

crucial for the fu e\shape of the Federation, If Jamaica says 'yes'
in the referen and*if fhe P.N.M. sweeps the board in their elections
which are now cted in late October, then 1t looks as though Manley

a
rta ‘

will become ‘Brime Minister after indepémdemce and Sir Grantley ke | b
2ol & W) ;
opprosition., At present everything hinges on our referendum.

And that is why Eric Williams has been so sllent on Federation, If
Manley wins the referendum then the P.N.M, will go along on the basis of
the London Conference. If Manley does not, then Williams may chart a
new course, That 1s why his party conference begins four days after

the Jamalca referendum, Goodnight.



No 210 Jonathan Grant on Employment Practices

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Saturday Sept 2 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Bood evening: Mr, Jonathan Grant, the Minister of Labour, made
what I consider a major policy announcement at the closing.of the
seventh annual trade union course, Mr, Grant sald thé&t maﬁvaorkers
in various grades of employment have for a long ¥imeN\been very
dissatisfied with the fact that people were ilmportied from abroad
to fill jobs which could comfortably have b&en filled by local workers,
I think few fairminded people will deny™that this 1s a fact. The
tendency has been, and still is in mamy\places, to give the better
paid jobs, the jobs with more authority and responsibility, to
people from outside., I think thisshas now largely come to an end in
the public sector of our ecsnssg. But it is still very pronounced in
the private sector, thtevgr the reasons for it, whether 1t 1is prejudice,
whether 1t is old habite dying hard, or whether it 1s simply thought-
lessly selling, Jamaica and Jamaicans short, this business of giving
preference to tlle outsider 1s a fact and a fact that has been going
oh for far “too”long. Now, Mr, Grant says, this will have to come to
a stop.

If, in future, any firm wants to import someone to do a Job,
that firm will have to satisfy the Ministry of Labour that it has
first of all made an effort to find a Jamaican to do the job; and
that 1f it had not found such a Jamaican, then it has tried to find
ax¥exkxInAtax someone from the other units of the West Indies, Only
after it has failed in this would the Ministry permit it to import
some one from abroad. Now this is fine, But there is the problem of

enforcement,

You may have an employer who will pay lip-service to this pattern



of Jamaicanisation., He will put an advertisement in the local paper;
he will get some applications; he will interview the apllicants; he
will then decide that none of them are quite right for the job. He
will then go through the same prodedute with some of the other West
Indies territories (though here we are likely to come up _against the
problem of applicants having to travel to Jamaica fon &h interview).
And then he will turn to the Ministry and say: Sérry hut'none of these
people will do for the job, What will the min@stirwy be able to do? How
will the Ministry be able to measure the good faith of such a man?
Such a man may have made up his mind pdght at the outset that he was
going to end up by saying no®one except someone from outside would
suit. I am not saying that this is liKely to be the general patternm,
What I am saying is that unlessthé Ministry tries to make some
provision for this sort of thing the whole idea might be defeated by
intelligent sabotage, So I would suggest that both the unions and the
Ministry think abo@it, thds aspect.

The other¢very important aspect of Mr, Grant's announcement was
his call for Jdamaicans to fit themselves for Jobs needing higher skills
and qualifications, We now have a first-rate college of arts, sience
and technology and it is going to be almost impossible for any employer
to say a Jamaican in not qualified after that Jamaican has passed his
technical training at our college of Arts, Science and Technology.

So I would strongly endorse the Minister's call, especlally to young
workers,to get themselves trained, Once they prove that there is no
need to import people with technical training, the whole business of
Jamaicanisation in the private sector of our economy should shoot
ahead, And of course, the wise employer will help rather than hinder
this move, Goodnight,



No 211 P.P.P. Founding Conference

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday Sept 4 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The founding conference of the People's Political
Party took place at the Jamaica Success Club in w1ldmazngieet
yesterday. I did not attend the meeting myself and rebo s to the

size of the attendance was rather conflicting. So e\ e told me the

conference was well attended, others said it wa so well attended,
But I gather it was a serious and businesslik ference., In fact,

I gather 1t was so businesslike that t ence did not get
through the discussion of the P.P.P. -Year Programme, Delegates

discussed the programme in great ta and only got through eight
of the fifteen clauses, Accor?&o press reports there will be

another meeting to get th e discussion of the programme and for

the election of office‘E:;? nwhile, the Bteering Committee of the

Party 1s made up of: llard Johnson, Chairman; Mr, Martin Allen,

Vice Chairman, . n Moore,Secretary; Mr. Sylvester lLowe, Assistant
pya ,J,’ Mj“‘% £
Secretary; euben Martin, Treasurer; plus te follewing gentilemen:

ris Lawrence, S. George Minott, Herbert q§m§E§IIT“—-“\%
and Sam Brdwn.rAtwaﬁcontinﬁation—meetiﬁgof this founding
conferencemthese*gentiﬁﬁén’égé*IIkéIY“TU*become the Executive of the -
P.P.P. though there might me some additions or subtractions orboth,—
From the proceedings of yesterday I think we can draw the fair
conclusion that the party is no in process of establishing itself

as an organised and proper political party which 1s out to challenge
the dominant positions now held by the Iamax People's National Party
and the Jamalca Labour Party in the political life of this country.

I think that as such it 1s as entitled as the two major parties to

put forward itsg views and seek the support of the voters of the

*



country., And if a sufficiently large number of the voters of the
country accept those views then the party may become a force in the
country, And if a time comes when the majority of the voters accept

those views then that party will become the ruling party of the country,
That is the way of parliamentary democracy.

The P.P.P.'s Five=Year Programme was published @%y's Gleaner,
Like the programmes of nearly all new political p \ hich are
anxious to win popular support against stronglyQRlished old parties,
it tends to be rather lavish in its promis .wsays that if it is ‘
given power, the P.P.P. will wipe out oyment, it will wipe out
illiteracy, it will wipe out race an r discrimination, and raiée
the standard of living of the mas T\\t promises to bring at least
100,000 acres of idle land un e plough; it promises to reduce
import duty on the essent% 8 eaten by the masses, as well as
on t¥xtiles and shoes.@n promises to reduce tames on all
Public Passenger Vehil as well as on private and commercial vehicles,
Now, duties andg tax re the key ways in which governments'get their
money to sup their citizens with services. Cuts in taxes mean a

drop in goﬁ ent income, This is just a cold fact, But having proposed

these cu taxes the P.P.P promised free education for every child

from 5 to 17; it also promises 0ld age-pensions and unemployed benefits.‘
Now I approve of all these things, But where is the money to come from
if taxes are cut? And can all these promises really be carried out in
five years? If not all, then which? These are Just some of the questioné

raised by the P.P,P.'s Five Year Programme. I hope the P,P.P, will

spell out the answers a little more clearly for us, Goodnight.,



No 2312 The closing of Treasure Beach Hotel

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Tuesday Sept 5 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I wonder how many of you gave any serious thought
to a small item of news on the front page of yesterday's Gleaner.
On the face of it this was no earth-shattering piece o 8y and
I rather suspect that most people read it and then X the Thz
other news without giving that particular item xQ‘ ught, And yet
I found this news terribly disturbing; and I amwmo® the only one, I

am sure Morris Cargill found it equally d& &

bing; and I am sure the
people of the Watershed Protection Com@ and the people in our
Forest Department found it equally, di& ing.

This particular piece of ewswthe announcement by Mr., Ernest
Muirhead, the owner, that th& TIm€asure Beach Hotel has been glosed
down for good, Mr, Muirhea®, said that he had decided to close down
the hotel because ov ast few years there had been a regular
shortage of water estic use, At times this has been so krimkx
critical that Ns at the hotel had cut short thelr stay and gone
away. Mr, head tended to blame the St. Elizabeth Parish Council
for thi tate of affairs, He salid he had repeatedly informed the
Council of his water problem but. nothing had been done to help., I am
not sure though that Mr, Muirhead is totally cecrrect in blaming the
St. Elizabeth Parish Council., They may be blame-worthy in terms of
the direct and immediate responsibility. The Council may have been
forced to decide that i1f there was a water shortage the people of the
area should have prior rights over the hotel, But I do hot think
that takes us to the heart of the matter,

The Treasure Beach is a small hotel which can only accomodate

some 18 people; it 1is the only hotel in St. Elizabeth and so its



closing is a pity because it is good for our tourist trade to have
resorts in places other than the north coast and the Corporate Area

of Kingston and St. Andrew, But the big thing about the closing of
the Treasure Beach, as I see it, 1s the reason behind it: the shortage
of water. And behind that is a problem which is very much bigger than
the closing of a dozen Treasure Beaches, I spoke about %pmblem

on Saturday, Augustf the 12th, and Morris Cargill ha@
spoken about it too., It 1s the problem of the gr ter shortage
throughout Jamaica; the problem of turning th s of Jamaica into

semi=-desert patches of rock that can hold%;ter when it rains,
s

en and

The north coast resorts have known wat tages too. We have the
dreadful business of an area being 1ﬁ\g‘ te of drought because it
has not rained for six weeks, etting shorter and shorter of

We<§&€,6
water every year because eac ;E?Pbmore of our hillside land is cleared

by fire. Trees and Bush ed down, the land is not terraced or
else there is a sort y show of terracing, and when the rain
comes all the top washed away, and there 1is nothing to hold
the water and e up for our needs, If we go on with these old
practices, 1 do not protect our watersheds, if we do not start a
nationalﬁc of terracing to correct the damage which has been done
for years, en it 1s only a matter of time before Jamaica becomes
konown as the land of Floods and Droughts. The Treasure Beach would not
have needed to close if we had cared for the Jamalcan earth, It is a
warning of what might happen on a large scale of we do not take heed.,

Goodnight.,



No 213 1) Citizens Committee Ffr a Better Jamaica
2) Stones at Sangster Meeting
3) Public Opinion Criticism
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Good evening: As with men, so with societies, there are two impulses

always at work., There is the impulse to build and there%the impulse

to destroy; there is the impulse to do the big and t : and &he
generous thing and there is the impulse to do the d the petty
and the waxz® cowardly thing. I think both thes licting impulses

clearly last week,

in our natures and in the nature of our soie%ere shown up very

We had published for the first @A Friday of last week a
manifesto by the Citizens Committ for*a Better Jamaica. This manifesto

was signed by thirteen well-kn Jamaican 6itizens, It offered no

blue=-print by which all o ems could be solved overnight; in

fact, it offered no bl t of any kind at all; it was a simple
declaration of faith: in Jamaica and in the future of Jamaica;
and above all it wa declaration of faith in the people of Jamaica
and a call t “ﬁ\!Smen and women of goodwill in Jamaica to aid in the
spread of , dynamic awareness of our progress as a people, and a
new sen@pride in that progress",

I am sure kkEx® the people who signed this manifesto know that
not everything in Jamaica is rosy; that there are people who are
hungry and homeless and that there are many who are without hope and
who must be given hope, and this cannot be done by noble words and
lofty sentiments only. There must be deeds to match the fine words,
But having sald that, let me say that I found this manifesto with its
message of hope and pride a very welcome change from all the gloom and

misery that so many people have trdéed to generate lately. This 1s the

spirit in which to go forward and build, not the spirit of fear ahd



hate, I hope you will all support the Citizens Committee for a Better
Jamaica. It is the nobler impulse at work in our socilety,

The other impulse, the mean and cowardly impulse, was shown at
a political meeting. On Wednesday of last week, Mr, Donald Sangster,
the Deputy leader of the Jamaica Labour Party, was ston t Hampstead
St. Mary while he was speaking at an anti-federation E. Fortunately
neither Mr, Sangster nor anybody else was hurt; but\ eeting was
broken up.

This was bad; i1t was mean and cowardly; %eople who threw those
stones succeeded in interfering with a fu tal right each of us
' should have in a free socliety, the r express our views, no

matter how unpopular those views mg<~:> A. If we allow this sort of
thing to go on unchecked we wi‘;gsed up by losing all our freedoms,

not only the freedom to speak o I hope that in the days that remain

before we go to the po the 19th all citizens will avoid any
form and violence. I e mean and cowardly way and it only hurts
Jamaica in the long

Finally a¥:§§stion to listeners, This weeks Public Opinion
criticise or sometlimes discussing a single subject over two or
three cgh:;;>aries. I have found that there have been times when I
have not been able to give you all the background information in one
commentary. I have assumed that you would prefer me to give you all
the facts over two or three commentaries instead of skimming the thing.
You will remember I did this with Jomo Kenyatta and East Africa, I would
like to know if you think I should stop doing this even if it means a

very superficial treatment of a subjlect. So please write and let me

know how you feel so I may be gulded in future, Goodnight.
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214 l) Brawling Politicians
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Good Evening: Last night I talked about the mean and cowardly
business of people breaking wp public meetings by threwing stoncs,
Tonight I want to talk about brawling politician€, ,who”sct the
kind of example that leads to people throwing stomes to break

up meetings, You must have secn in the Préss recently a number
of startling headlines about violence andwbrawlingseither at
political meetings or at the headquartexrs o6f some political pa. .y,
I am sure you will remember that only\this week a newspaper
carried the story of a brawl in which'some prominent politiciars
were involved., .

I know that some of us fing +this funny, There is a certain
amusement to people in high places making public fools of them=
selves, but I think that there is a2 more serious aspect to this
business of brawling=politicians,

Our politicians, and would-be leaders are supposed to set
us an example of.good behaviour and good conduct in public life,
They talk about democracy = They talk about freedom of speech -
Ehey talkeabouts the democratic right to differ, and still respect
each other, and indeed this is the corner stone of parliamentary
demoereacy, and then they set just about the worst example possible,
How can-We condemn the little man who flings stones to silence
people whose views he does not agree with, when we have the example
of some of our so-called leaders knocking each other about and
using cuss-words instead of intelligent arguments,

The function of leadership is not to appeal to our lowest
instihcts and our measnest impulses - The function of true
leadership is to set standards to which we should aspire - But
what sort of standards can we be set by so-called lesders who go
in for public brawling,

I think this matter of public brawling by our politicians

is a shameful thing which should be bitterly comdemned, 1he



rights and the wrongs of who started what fight and why is the
me ter for our courts to settle, What I am concerned about
are the moral and social implications of such affairs, 4nd
from that point of view all this business of publicsbrawling

by our politiciens are sordid exhibitions of irrespongibility -
which it is the duty of every responsible citizen’ to condemn in
no uncertain terms, I frenkly am ashamed 106y think that there
are aspiring leaders in Jamaica today who gesin“for this kind
of brawling and seem to take a pride in it, If there is
violence in the few days that remain /before we cast our votes
on the 19th, I will lay a great shé&re of the blame at the door
of these irresponsible politiciansy



No 215 The Voters® Roll
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Good evening: There are eleven days left before we go to cast
our votes to decided whether Jamaica stays on in the Feizzfiion or

whether she gets out., As amxXmEpEriaxk part of the pr
most important event our electoral office has Jju \ d the new

n for this

¥xxkerx list of voters who will be entitled to eir votes, I

c
have found one or two very odd features abgout new list,

First, there is the very great drop e number of voters on

O@
we had 808,085 registered voters, N\ To we have only 774,787 registered
voters. This means that in J\Vmut twelve months 33,298 voters ‘

1

the roll between June of last year « In June of last year

roll, This 1s a very large number

have dlsappeared from our%
of people indeed to di from the voters' register in just a
one?

year, Where have the

Mr, Osmond Roy@e, the Chief Elecoral Officer, says that over
25,000 peo;@ig ted to Britain between June of last year and this
year. That, feels, 1s the main reason for the drop in our voters'
list, But, that still leaves more than 8,000 people to be accounted
for, What happened to these people? It 1s possible, but not very
likely, that more than 8,000 people who registered in 1960 did not
register this year, But I frankly find this hard to believe, I do
not think that people who went to the trouble of registering last
year would suddenly decide not to register, The people who are more
likely to refuse to answer the questlons of registration officers
are people who have never been on the lists before., Those who have

already been on the list are not likely to become funny about

answering questions which they had already answered the year before,



So this missing 8,000=plus from the voters' roll become very curious,
But when you think of the natural increase in population then the
whole business becomes even EMRXoMEEX more curious, I have no exact
figures for our population increase, but if we accept a very modest
estimate of some 30,000 cr 40,000 live births a year I do _met think
we would be exaggerating the rate of population incré€age, This means
that the 30,000 or 40,000 children who were bornstm 19&0 would be
21 this year., But let us trim the figure even mére by saying that at
least half of them were born before June afid the other half after June
,as very conservativé=estimate,

of 1940, This would give us/a new crops/Of between 15,000 and 20,000
people who are eligible to go on the-vptgrs roll for the first time
this year. Thus, logically and in ‘spite of migrations, deaths and
non-registrations, our voters 1ig%»should show an increase rather
than this very big drop of\0ver 33,000 in a matter of twelve months,

I think thls is a sufificiently surprising and curious thing
for our Electoral @ffice to do something about it. I think the
government should call for a full investigation and report on the
strange phenomenen of our suddenly shrinking voters roll,

On Tuesday September 19th we will have 78,752 people fewer
who are entitled to vote than the number of people who were entitled
to vote in the 1959 General Election. Then we had a turn-out of Jjust
over 66% of the voters, This time I hope we will have a turn-out
of at least 75%. So I hope everyone will go out and do his or her duty
to the country. Goodnight,



No 216 The Problem of Public Conveniences
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Good evening: There are some things we do not like to talk aboutf

intimate

publicly because we feel that these things are either toﬁvate or
too concerned with perxmmaX human habits to be discugs

liecly.
I want to talk about one such subject this even \ se I think
it should be treated as a matter of serious publie, concern and because
I hope that something will be done about 1 kThis problem does
not really arise in the country areas v ica: it is a problem of
%m for the great clity of

our cities and in particular it is a\

Kingston. V

The other afternoon I saw an near the bus stop in Dunrobin
Avenue in the Constant Spr a., The woman was sGuatbing relieving
herself as far back a a fence as she could get, She was-trying

to hide her- Ist in=a~passing car-shouted-Ris dis

at hery~ The woman loeked like an-ordinary, decent working=-class—

wo
ife; t—neatand tidy,., She Idokea“ﬁ?éadrutiywembarr&esed—~
%}2:; u@ rried away almost blindly.—

Now © fancy name for what this woman had done is 'public voiding',
and it is something we all frown on., We say 1t is bad and we say 1t is
wrong and we condemn people who do this. Some time ago the Jamaica
Chamber of Commerce conducted a campaign against 'public voiding'.

And yet, what was that woman to do? Where could she go to relieve
herself in that part of suburban Kingston? The nearest public
convenience which she could have used is at the Half Way Tree square,

And anybody under real pressure would find it impossible to hold

themselves in and walk that distance, And so it was the lack of a

public convenience which made 1t necessary for this woman to go through



the humiliation of doing an intimate private act in public and suffer
the curses of a superior and thoughtless motorist, It 1s easy for those
of us who go around in cars to stop at the nearest gas statlon and
relieve ourselves, It 1s not so easy for a poor and humble man or
woman. Some of them have been turned away because they ot
customers, It is very easy for us to criticise peop ﬁder
extreme pressure relleve themselves whever they . that 1s no

answer to this problem,

Kingston's population has grown enor in recent years., And
as in all great citles people are incr @becommg strangers to
each other and this means that a per ot Just walk in anywhere
and ask to use the toilet, And so :Q\g is an urgent and pressing
need for more public convenien?han the very few we now have,

I think it is high t the Kingston ana St. Andrew .

¥

Corporation Council pa @ attention to this publilc need, The few
public lavatories we ave are filthy and they do not seem to have
full time attendentsNto keep them clean, What 1 shduld like to see

is the putti Qﬁ\br at least another half dozen public lavatories

in centai::§> ston, especially where you have heavy shopping traffic,
And I sho like to see full time attendents keeping these clean,

I am sure few people would objJect to paying a penny for the use of

a clean lavatory, and three pence to be able to wash and tidy themselves
and have the use of a clean hand towel, This 1s the sort of service
which people can buy for a few pence}glmost axyx every great city in

the world, We need that kind of service very badly in Kingston today.

Goodnight.,



No 217 Colonial Shirt Factory

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday Sept 1l at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: -On—thefrent—pese of this morning's Gleewer there
Bk e (s & o ,
" Ys—+thexnews that the Colonial Shirt Factory has been clo(§§:§own and
A

that some 650 workers who are now on strike will be finally

on Wednesday. This information was given y Mr. Sol
Burgher, the President of the Colonial Shirt Fac who arrived

from the United States recently to investi e e strike situation

the factory was that the workers on ¢

at the factory. The reason Mr, Brugher for the decision to close
@ad made threats against

members of the management staff, Mrgher also said, and now I

an quoting his own words as re in this morning's Gleaner., He said:

"We have 1l other factorie% e States and we do not bargain with

unions in any of them".Q
From all this it seem that the factory is definitely closed
worker

and that some 6 s will definitely be unemployed. But my

information 1 t*things are not quite as definite as all that, I
made som:\i:SL es today and my understanding is that a settlement
may still orked out. The representatives of the factory and the

representatives of the workers are meeting with the Ministry of
Labour tomorrow, and out of this May come a settlement., If a settlement
1s arrived at then the factory will not close, If, on the other hand,
there is no¥ settlement, then the factory will close.

Now, this dispute 1s one of the clearest we have ever had in
Jamaica, There may be a few side issues but these are not really
important; the central and the important issue 1s a very simple one

of principle, and it 1s this: the workers demand the right to be



represented by a union of their choice: the management on the other
hand, are not prepared to negtbiate with any union. As Mr, Brugher
said, they have 11 factories in the United States but they do not
bargain with unions in any of them, This right to organise has been
the issue between the workers and management almost sinc he factory
was started two years ago. Some of you may remember t t%\e was a
strike at the factory last April over this same 1ss %ﬂ the strike
was only called off after it had been proposed Qﬁup & Minimum
Wages Board for the industry. But up to now n&i?ﬂbh Board has been
set up; and so we have the present strike@ﬁ. was set off by the
dismissal of two workers, @

In fairness to the ﬁanagemen f the Colonial Shirt Factory, they
say they were given the lmpres that their factory would not be

s

unionised for a long time to if at all, If this is trup; and I

for one am inclined to them, then someone; somewhere, has

given them the wrong

if

ation., If they were given the impression

that they could come Jamaica and set up a factory with cheap, non-

union labour,,t hoever gave them this information is the really

gullty pa this matter, I think it is most important for all who
are conc ed with our industrial development to make 1t unmistakeably
clear to all would-be investors from overseas that Jamalca is not a
market for cheap unorganised labour. The workers' right to organise

1s one of the cornerstones of this society. We nee® and welcome new
industries, but not at the price of sacrificing this cherished right,

Goodnight,



No 218 The Artist and Soclety e

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Tuesday Sept 12 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: One of the really healthy developments in Jamaica
today is the spirit of dissent that is abroad in the lan%ople are

questioning, people are arguéng, people are challenging;

had been accepted without question before are now ;e&%&lhggdd;

as that

0ld values are being put under the searchlight o ical examination.
All this 1s good, though there are many peo gsiga'seem worried and
disturbed by all this mental and emotio ity. It 1is good because
it is a sure sign that the society is y and growing and groping
towards something more spiritually ;:ﬁ\fyins.

One of the areas in which spirit has shown itself most
sharply in recent months a@ s has been in the field of the creative
arts, The Jamaican nov<;::>, Andrew Salkey, was back here in Jamaica
-recently; and John He s also back with us at this moment., Both
theée Jamalcan ite re now operating from England. And we also had
Trinidad's Vi paul passing hbpugkh here and expressing his
dismay at e maican and West Indian society., The coming and going
of these&rs has stimulated much discussion on what part the artist
should play in his society. And last week John Maxwell made his own
contrbution to the discussion of the role of the artist when he opened
the Parboosimgh exhibiiénn which closes today.

I think that to a large extent John Maxwell has summed up the
position and the feeling of the artist in his speech which was fairly
fully reported in the Gleaner of Tuesday September the 5th. I think the
Maxwell speech reflected fairly accurately the way Jamaican artists -
whether they are writers, painters or composers = feel about their

this
position in/society. Maxwell said that the creative artist in Jamaica



could consider himself with Justice as living in a cultural jungle
surrounded by barbarians who were completely unconscious of their
culture, Now this was strong language, challenging and provocative;
and it certainly provoked strong reactions in some people, I had the

- pleasure of hearing some of these reactions on some St, Andrew

a %oung
@nfl ict between

verenddas, Of course Maxwell was right. This is the w
the artist and his society - and the younger th ist, the more

artist does tend to see his world, There is a perm

fierce the conflict and the more passionate t age, Maxwell was
in fact doing what hExzak® is cardinal to<2 creatlve artist: he was
shocking his audience; he was being t ive critic, which he says
the artist is not allowed to be in Jam . The one point where I do
part company with Maxwell a 1i tlewthe impliecit suggestion that
what he described was a uniq Z&T?maican situation. It is not: it is
a pretty universal situatdo or the artist everywhere = unless he mr
is a 'yes=-man' for t ant. forces in his soclety. The genulne
creative artist is ed by that 'divine discontent' on which
creativity fee qu it is this divime discontent with things as they
are which m his unique vision and which compelXs creation.
This 1is t maican; this is universal, and the 'barbarians' too, are
universal, The function of the artist, as I see 1it, 1s to help make
the 'barbarians' less so with the challemge and power of his art, And
this requires moral toughness, passionaie involvement and a sharp
clarity of vision. Gooxdxkgixikx There are other and easler ways of making

a living, if that i1s his main concern, Goodnight,



No 219 l; Kennedy Raps Time Magazine
2 The Cewerage Scheme

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday Sept 13 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evenlng: I was very glad to see that no less a person than
the President of the United States has criticised Time M ine for
some of its inaccurate reporting. The President, youfill member,
the details of
described Time's reporting on/the Cuban invasion az& ost inaccurate

of all the articles that have appeared on Cuba" on the 10th

of September, that is last Sunday, the Sund %er, reprinted an
article which had appeared in another Qﬂagazine, Harper's
Magazine, showing Time's brand of re on Latin America. The
article Qas by D.H. Rodier ana the :E\hg was: 'Our Taient For Oriending
reople', As you know, we have our snare ol Time Magazine's

reporting on our aftairs, ?

it 1s part or the burde free society that we must put up with

this kind of reporting Hat I hope is that our government Publiq

has not aiways been too happy. But

Relations Office wil t allow any inaccurate reporting abroad on
Jamalcan affa \ogo unchallenged, I would hzxe like® to see the
Public Relsg Office pick up every point of factual error that is
publishe;\;::>send it to the editor or editors concerned with a
request for correction, If an editor keeps on getting factual
corrections to storles, it will only be a matter of time before that
editor will begin to lose confidence in his local representative and
either tell him to mind his ways or else replace him, I think the
damaged kR untrue reporting can do to the good name of Jamaica abrogd
is sufficiently important for our Public Relations Office to chéék "
all foreign stories for fact and to correct any errors pfomptly and
firmly. ' .

And now for something smelly nearer home. The Citlzens Associlation



of Vinyard Town and Rollington Town have decided to ask the government
to include those two towns 1in tﬁzoggzgg sewerage scheme which the
Water Commission announced three months ago.

I was off the island when the scheme was first announced and so I
am not familiar with all the details but I know that it oposed
to spend somewhere in the reglon of £250,000 for a age scheme for
the New Kingston-Briggs Park area, This, I sus ?\ss the scheme
into which Vinyard Town and Rollington Town w :E be incorporated,
If it is, then I hope it will be found po 1le to include these two
towns even though the contract has alr% en handed out,

But what I want to talk about 1;\\3 thing even bligger and more

ambitious and, I am afraid, very mu ore costly.

Kingston is one of the fast€s?t growing cities in the entire

<

ten to twenty year t should see the entire plain dotted with

Caribbean., It is a city house plots are becoming smaller

and smaller, If we go,0 lding at the present rate then another
houses on smal ts. The present practice 1s to use spetic pits
throughout gu n f¥xx Kingston and St. Andrew, This 1s so in even
such lange Npusing estates as Mona and Harbour View, I think it would
be wise for us to think of a sewerage system for the entire plain, I
know the Water Commission has a very blg scheme under consideration.
What I hope is that it will be so devised that the future growth of
accommodated.
the city will be kakEmximkmxzarxigeratism I also hope that the
authorities will lay it down that all future housing niggigis should
provide proper underground seWerage systems rather than the present

septlic pits, If we do not plan for this today we may have to pay a

very high and smelly price in a very sickly tomorrow, Goodnight,



No 220 1)End of Colonial Shtbt Affair
_2)Delays in postal deliveries

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday Sept 14 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I am very glad indeed that a settlement has been
reached in the Colonial Shirt Factory dispute, and that eéfzfactory

will re-Open next Thursday., The most important sing@
settlement is the one of principle about which I \ Monday
evening: which is the right of the workers to nvs:gise themselves and

be represented by the union of thelr choic %18 was the central
e::

of the

point of the dispute, not some of the o irrelevent nonsense that
has been talked by some people, And ﬂ\{\' ntral point has now been

accepted by the management of the‘h\%gpial Shirt Factory. And so the
factory management has agreed‘&§?ﬁpognise the National Workers Union

as the bargaining agent f@% orkers, That was the key issue of
the dispute and that h een settled.

Under the settle t, the factory's management and the union will
discuss :

meet regularly, ®robably once a week, to/settle any labour relations

problems whi arise, I think the management of Colonial Shirts
are goiq&}::? surprised at how much more smoothly their relations
with thel rkers will run as a result of this arrangement, And I am

very glad too that the union has made it quite clear that it strongly
condemns any violence and intimidation on the part of the workers,

All in all, I think this 1s a very good settlement; and now that
the Colonial Shirt Factory people have accepted the principle of the
right of our workers to be represented by the union of their choice,

I hope the workers will put aside past differences and get on with the
job in a mature and responsible way when the factory opens next

Thursday. And I repeat my hope that those who are concerned with



the encouragement of foreign investment would make it abundantly clear
to all would-be investors that we do not offer them cheap and unorganised
labour,

And now for a word about our postal deliverles, A listener in
Kingston showed me a letter which had been sent to Eim h firm by
another firm which was also located in Kingston. The t%as dated
the 19th of August but did not reach 1its destinatlo % the 2nd of
September, This listener then checked on whethe firm sending the
letter had delayed in posting it; the firm sen the letter had proof
to show that it had been posted not late he 21st of August., So,
between the posting of the letter in @: t of Kingston and its

ci

delivery in another part of the sa , twelve days had passed,

This was bad enough but there something worse, Although the letter

must have reached the G.P.O %21% of August, the date stamp

with which the post off cancelled the stamp was gated the

318t of August, This the impression that the letter had been

posted ten days %::e an 1t was, Now, where was the letter during
t

those ten day en its posting and the date-stamping of it by the

post offic d why this fantastic delay? I think the tax paying
public agtitled to answers to these questions, I know that since
the settlement of the Post Office strike In July overtime has been cut
very drastically from almost unlimited overtime to two hours per day
per worker, But that i1s an internal probgem, which it is up to the
post office to solve, As far as the public 1s concerned we are entitled
to a very much better service than we are now getting. Our present

service is poor and shoddy and Jjust not good enough, Goodnight,



No 221 Police Violence

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Friday Sept 15 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I had hardly séepped into my office on Tuesday
morning when the telephone rangg¢. The man at the other e

AOV¢ur' , «
line wanted to know whether I : A AP OH G bR &

d of the

Gleawer of the policeman who had been found Srilt asfaulting a

et U oecd wt Ko
prisoner. I told the man % hed-peot—dome ;z-yet

read the whole
story for me over the phone., He felt it was_ s serious matter that
he hoped I would talk about it and try an the authorities to do
something about it. The man was obviqgg‘ ery angry and some of his

anger came at me because I sounde% 1m about the matter, A few

minutes later the phone rang This man was less angry but felt
equally strongly about the ma I told him that I hﬁitnjad the
report and I would do ng about 1it,
I hope all of y read that report still remember it. It was

a report that a Cor 1 Herbert Cunningham of the Manchester Police

had been fo ty on a charge of 'assault occasioning actual
bodily ha the person of Vivian Simpson of Balaclava on June Tth'.
Mr. H.Rj\:jgibell, Acting Resident Maglstrate for Manchester had

sentenced Cunningham to be bound over for one year,

Vivian Simpson gave sworn evidence of his arrest and told of how
he was kicked in the stomach by the Corporal, Simpson was later
bailed and when he got home he began to suffer pain that grew so .bad
that he went to see a doctor at Balaclava that same evening, The
Doctor imme?iately sent him to Mandeville Hospital where another doctor
examined him next morning and after an operation found a ruptured
ingtestine. In his evidence to the court this doctor said that the

injury he found was consistent with having been inflicted by a kick.



The doctor said that Simpson remained kX in hospital for two months
and that at one stage his condition was so critical that a dying
deposition was taken from him,

Cunningham, for his part, denied that he had assaulted Simpson

but the Magistrate found him guilty which means that the court was
k@cked

satisfied beyond doubt that the charge that Cunningha
Simpson was a true one, %

Now I have tried to be dispassionate in te story because it

is such a deadly serious one, A man is arres r the trifling
offence of failing to move on when he is by a policeman and
he ends up near death's door with a Q\hd intestine. And a poiticeman,

e guardian of our law and oraer i guilty of kicking that man,

And to cap it all, this man 1 a ver, It is a very long time
indeed since I have felt so t¥erly angry as when I read the detalls

of this case, And this isolated case, Almost every week there
is some story of som t by some policeman with a Jackboot
mentality. Some wo as all her clothes torn from her, some little

man is clubbed YoN\the ground, some poor person is bullied and harried.

I am a 1i iTed of talking about this, and I am more than a little
distres because basically we have a good police force, But the bad
ones are glving that force a bad name. And I think the authoritlies are
helping to give that force a bad name by not firmly and sternly and
publicly punishing the bad ones and throwing them out of the force,

It is up to ~the police High Command to firmly stamp out this violence
and*beertshnege if they do not want us to lose our respect for the rule

of law. Goodnight.



No 222 Federation Summing up (1)

NEWS COMMENTARY

For tramsmission on
Saturday Sept 16 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: There is only Sunday and Monday left for the

gquences of

parties and the politicians to make their speeches, tg e to us
to vote this way or that, to warn us of the terrib %

this or that decision - and then their part wil 1€§§Er. And the
final act will be in our hands, We will go to polling stations
(and I am sure we will do so quietly and 459, lly) and we will make
the final decision for the future. An s the beauty of democracy:
that after all the talking and pleadin after all the cleverness

and the sharpness of the politicilans whether they be honest or
dishonest, whether they be t s;g;.the truth or lying to us - after
all this, the final dec éin our hands, And on Tuesday we are
going to make that a@eision in peace and privately.

I thought it be a good idea for us to look back on the steps
which have 1@1"N§@19 moment and which will end one important chapter
of our his on Tuesday.

So ofjyyou may remember that it was on Monday, the 30th of May,
1960, that Sir Alexander Bustamante made the sudden and dramatic announce
ment that he had resigned his position as leader of the Democratic
Labour Farty of the West Indies, Busta sald that he had taken this
step so that, and now I am quoting his own words: "Jamaica, the West
Indies and the world must understand that our decislon that Jamalica
should secede from the Federation of the West Indies is irrevocable",
Thésewere Busta's own words, And note that they were made in a
context of party political alignments, I mention this simply for the.
benefit of all those who have been confused by all this talk that this

was a non-party decision.. Anyway, that is how the whole thing started



on the 30th of May, 1960. And those of you with long memories will
recall how this announcement hit the country like a bombshell,

Manley's reply to this bombshell came a day later, on Tuesday,
May 31st, 1960, On that Tuesday afternoon Manley announced that the
government had decided to hold a referendum in 1961 a it up to
the voters of the country to say if we should stay e,federation
or if we should leave it, Manley said he had de<;?§\\pn this course
of action because Busta's announcement had cr completely new
situation about Federation, Until the Bug y cement, both parties
had supported federation and it had a)% cen treated as a bi-partisan
matter, But now things had changed., }hqi one of the two major parties
in the country opposing federation, was only fair and right that
the voice of the people shou eard on the matter, that the final

decision should be left ands of the people, And that was the

beginning of the grea

e which 1s now in its very last stages,
For myself, I y bleased and very proud to have had a hand
in getting tha a‘g?t going, and I hope it has helped to clarify some

of the issugs you, Some of you may remember that it was on Saturday
June the\i§E>, 960, that you heard the very first radio Forum on
< Lol

Federation, And after that, every Saturday evening, huvadseds of people
from all walks of life, high and low, rich and poor and all parties,
have come to the microphone and discussed their views with me, This, I
think, help greatly to make us understand the issues involved, And now
the great debate is ending and I'll give you my closing words on it

on Menday. So till then, Goodnight,



No 223 Federation Summing Up (2)

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Monday Sept 18 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: From the 31lst of May, 1960 to the 19th of September
1961 is a year and three months and nineteen days, This the period
of our gfeat decision which ends tomorrow. And tomorr@ the turn
of those of us who are not politicians, the turn ‘ﬁ*i of us who have
not made speeches, the turn of those of us who h not stood on
platforms or made speeches over the radios tten letters to the
papers, And yet ours is the final decil ;: It is we who will decide
whether Jamaica will remain in the fe& n or whether we will go

it alone., ©So finally it comes rouﬁ\\:’; to the ordinary people and

their is the most important pa.r?gall.
So tomorrow is your \ ay, the day when you and I will decide

the fate of this Jamaic: ts more than one-and-a~half million

peoples, The respongi is ours and it 1s a greater respdnsibility
than that of Manley's\or Busta's; for what we decide is the way things
will be., That ;\35 power; bu? because we have the greater power, we
also have eater responsibility. So it 1s we who are going to be
the starﬁrmers in tomorrow's great drama of deciding the shape

of the future of this country for generations to come, It 1s you and

I, the higgler and the street sweeper, the small cultivator and the
big farmer, the domestics who work in other people's homes, and those
who work in factory or office or field, It is up to us,

And when we-have decided and cast our votes the responsibility for
the decision we make will be ours, We won't be able to blame Manley or
Busta or the unions or the bosses or anybody else, If we decide to
take Jamaica out of the federation we and we alone will be responsible

for the consequenceé of that decision, If we decide that Jamaica must



stay in the federation, that too will be our sole responsibility. And
after tomorrow's votes have been cast there can be no going back and
there can be no blaming of others because when you have power then
you must assume the responsibility that goes with that power,

And the world will be watching to see how and what eclde
tomorrow, The Africans, the Asians, the Americans, @ eans =
they will all be watcPhing us and judging us, and the people
of the other islands of the Caribbean. And wh Qh‘ave finished with
this referendum and our decision is known orld will pass judge=-

If the world thinks our choice was s nded and petty and selfish,

ment on Jamaican and on the choice ma% amaican men and women,

they will look on us as a small-mi and petty and selfish people,

If they think our choice was Db d brave and of high courage and
faith, then they will say big and brave people full of high
courage and faith, The ot say this of Manley or Busta; they will
say this of the pegpl Jamaica because 1t 1s the people of Jamaica
who will make t s decislon. So please think carefully and decide
wisely. You ding for generations to come. And most important

of all, you are for federation or against federation, go out
and vote. e the way you like, but vote, Many of you have asked me

my views, I am and I always have been ‘?ederationist. But whether

you agree with me or not, it is your duty to yourself, to your country
and to the unborn Jamaicans of the future, to go out and vote. Let us

have a really record poll tomorrow so that all the world should know

the clear volice of Jamalca has spoken, Goodnight,



NO. 224
THE NEW SITUATION FOR JAMAICA

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

Wednesday Sept. 20 at 6.15p.m.
Peter Abrahams speaking.

Good evening: Almost from the moment at
Federation issue was settled listeners have beenKn' e "Where
as

do we go from here?" It was clear that Jamai ut of the
Federation, It was clear that the people,of aica had said
in a firm and decisive voice that they to go it aloney
and seek Dominion Sﬁtua by ourselves was not clear

and what disturbed many people wa% estion = "Where do we

go from here?". \

I am glad th thMmment of Jamaica has now
answered this question @s early as did the people when they
decided decisively %‘,ht that Jamaica was to go it alone.

The Government h@t cable to the Colonial Secretary asking

him to receive ation from the Jamaica Government as soon

as possible pert on the results of the Referendum and to -
fix a @ for Yamaican Independence at the earliest possible

momen k(}overnment hopes that the delegation will leave

fo and next week., This is quick, and decisive action, It

' is t sort of action I had hoped would be taken.Afterlast night
it™Wwould have been a mistake for this question of what is to happen
to be dragged out, There was an air of confusion, there was an
air of uncertainty and in this atmosphere it was the duty of the

Government to clear the air as quickly and as decisively as possible.

The meaning of this decision by the Cabinet is that
the Government of Jamaica has accepte® the will of the people as
expressed in yesterday's vote, The people said "we want't to
get out of Federation". .. and the Government's response is +hes

"the people have spoken now it is our duty to carry out their will",
I think in this decision Mr., Manley and his colleagues in the

Cabinet have shown a bigness of spirit which I for one can only



praise in the highest terms, It takes bigness on the part

of any man to accept defeat of what he believes in and then

go forward and carry out the will of the people. This is the
spirit of a true democrat, and as Mr. Manley made clear in the
statement announcing this decision it showed bigness spirit
to put this issue of Federation up to the people infthe first

place, \

The second point about the anno made by Mr,
Manley on behalf of the Cabinet today is general election
will be held fefore Independence Day the people of Jamaica
will once again be able to decide ape of their future by
deciding which Party will lead to Independence,

So we have two c!w:;‘}"ngs - first, that the Government
will send a delegation to Britadfi next week to work out the details
of how Jamaica is to co dependent on her own at the earliest

possible moment and s that before Independence comes there

will be a geners 6 ion to decide which Party will lead Jamaica
into Independ :

this is good news, It is good news because it

is the ocratic process of work at its highest level. In one
fell 11 our doubts and all our confusion has been cleared
u w we know what is going to happen immediafely and we also

ow whe that we will have the final say as to who will lead this
country on the last stages towards full Independence. It is not
every day and it is not in every country that the people of a
country can say that their Government has shown sufficient faith
and trust in the people to put a vital issue up to them and after
they have decided, against the advice of that Government, to then
follow the decision of the people and set about carrying it out
faithfully, This I think is the best eredit—thed criticism shes

against wailing Jeremiah's who see the death of democracy in

Jamaica, Democracy in Jamaica is very much alive and kicking,



No 225 Busta Reply to Manley Announcement

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday Sept 21 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Events are moving very fast in Jamaica Jjust now,
and we are going to need to keep our wits about us if ejgoing to
keep up with the pace of things, And I think it is yogood thing
that the pace is so fast, The sooner we work ng\etails of just
how we are going to move to independence, the\De it will be for

the stability of the country. As it is,

have to be going
through some lengthy negotiations lat B0 the less confusion we
have now the better 1t is for the oun and the people., So let us

try to sort out yesterday's moves an counter-moves by the two major

parties,

Last night I talk e Premier's statement on the Cabinet
decision to send a d n to London next week, and to call General
Elections before 1 ence, As soon as the Manley statement was

out, Sir Alexan !h\Pustamante issued a statement of his own, Busta
welcomed M announcement that there will be General Elections
before i epdence as in keeping with his expectations, This, he said,
was the only course Manley could adopt in the light of the Referendum
result, But Busta objected strongly to Manley's announced decision
that a Jamaica Government delegation should go to London next week
to see the Colonial Secretary., Busta described this decision as
'unconstitutional, unparliamentary, a breach of public faith and
political trickery at the lowest level',

Busta says that the only honourable and proper thing for Manley
to do 1s to resign straightaway and give the people the opportunity

to elect the government they want to carry out the referendum decision.

Or, he sayd, the very least that Manley can do 1s to take the issue



to the House of Representatives which alone has the authority to take
action of any kind or approach the British Government to discuss Jamaica'
independence, Busta further demands that a Parliamentary Committee
made up of both sides of the House be set up immediately to work out
the details which will lead to Jamaica's secession fro est Indies
Federation and to her attainment of independence a ion Status.
S0 there are three very important things tr@&a says: First,
that Manley should resign straightaway and le up to the people
to elect the government that they woula )% lead them along the
new path they ,chose on Tuesday; seconQ nley does not resign
then the very least he can @#m and sho 0 is to put the whole issue
before the House of Representatives debate and decide what course
of action should be taken; i d that there should be a joint
parliamentary committe out the details of the new direction
we are taking. Now, constitutional lawyer and so I am not
competent to comme whether what Manley has decided is constitutioha
or not, But it ’N@i seem to me that Busta has a very powerful case when
he demands t e matter be discussed in the House before any trip
to Londom. ter all, there is a new situation in Jamailca, and whether
we like it or not, it has been brought about by Busta and his party.
Over 53% of the electorate voted tiee-esy Bust;?%eédtigeg—%e~ That is

<
the weight and the authority behind Busta's statement. Until there is
a new and clear mandate as to who should lead Jamaica on the new road
Busta's voice will carry that weight and that authority, so I think it
best that the matter he dehated in the House before the trip to London,

Goodmight,
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Good evening: Last night and the night before I discussed the
moves and counter-moves by our two major parties, You w emember
that it was on Wednesday evening that Mr, Manley iss g statement
on behalf of the Cabinet. In it he said that the@ ent and he,

himself, accepted and will abide by the deci the people, And

he outlined the steps the government pl toy take to carry out
that decision, He said he had cabled t nial Secretary and that
he planned to lead a delegation to Lo o discuss Jamaica's

referendum decision and the earlie:%\pl%sible date for Jamaica to
become independent on her o e same statement he also announced
that a General Election wo held before Independence Day to gilve
the country a chance to @ se the government which mi; wantsecl to lead
it to independence will remember that when I commented on this
announcement o dne8day evening I sald 1t showed bigness of spirit
on the part_o Premier, I said it takes bigness on the part of any
man to agce e defeat of what he believes in and then to go forward
and carry the will of the people. Of course, it so happens thét
Manley could accept the will of the people, even when it was against
him, because it did no‘ real violence to his conscience and his basic
beliefs, He was never against independence for Jamaica. Indeed, he and
his People's National Party had pioneered the independence movement in
Jamaica at a time when others wanted no part of it. But he and his
party had campaigned very actively and very strongly for remaining in
the federation, and so the result was a defeat, It was as much a defeat
for Manley and the P.,N.P. as were the results of the }ederal elections
of 1958, And it was as much a victory for Busta and the J.L.P. as was



the 1958 Federal elections, I think it 1is a mistake to pretend any-
thing else,
In his reply to Manley's statement, on which I commented last

night, Busta made it clear that he saw the referendum result as a
14 and

defeat for the P.N.P. and a victory for his party, whe EpmkexafRxERix
now I quote Sir Alexander's own words: 1: s

KEYERENEREXANEXNrzxManiey "Mr. Manley mg\} erstand

that on the matter of Jamaica's secession from F on and 1ts
independence, he does not speak for Jamaica - ' But Busta did go
on to suggest a joint parliamentary commi work out the details

of how we are to go forward,

So the present position of thq\§53>; 8 1is that the J.L.P. today
has a greater authority than 1 ad Tfore Tuesday and the authority
of the P.N.P. 1s of necessit s than it was before Tuesday, We had

a similar situation aft

1958 Federal Elections when the J.L.P.
talked and behaved as they were really the majority party in
the cbuntry; It was after their xk® clearcut victory in the

General Electlo \ 1959 that the P.N.P. was again able to function
with the 4 ve authority of a government that had a clear mandate

from the“geopile., It seems to me that we are in a very similaf position
today as far as the parties are concerned, The big differemce is that
federation is no longer an issue, But in the very process of settling

the federation issue the J.L.P. has gained a new confidence and authority
which 1s going to make thingéfgghgh for the PN.P. until they get

another clear mandate from the people = or are defeated in a General

Election. Goodnight,
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Good evening: When this day 1s over the most fateful week in the
history of modern Jamaica will be over. To many peopl ‘;E:>ove
Jamalca as dearly as do the best of those who voted %ﬁ has been
a week of high tragedy. To them Jamaica's choic<:i:g\g of step with
world trends today. “verywhere else in the wo ple are moving
closer to each other because they see saf{é%?.g,curity and =prosperity

J

in larger units of co-operation, Ot amalcans see our choice
t

h
as a rejection of a people of the @1 lands, as a turning of our
ess

backs on thoce whom we consider 1 ortunate than ourselves, And

some of them have said: Pray that the greater and richer powers in
the world do not do unt 8 we have done unto the people of the
smaller islands. O

Comment from t side world has so far been of surprise, of
shock of amazem \ The day after the Jamaican declsion was known
the Britis ernment started discussions on what they call 'the new
situatioh. his new situatlion has to do with how our decision will
affect the other islands of the West Indies, We have been so busy with
our own reactions that we have not thought much about what our decision
means to the other islands, Now that we have made our decision and
cannot unmake it, it might be*éalutory for us to have a look at the
other 1slands and how they reacted,

Now that we are out, will the federation smash up? I think the
final answer now lies with Trinidad. In the past Dr, Eric Williams has
sald that if Jamaica leaves the federation Trinidad would not be
prepared to remain in it, If he keeps his word then Trinldad will get

out and like us, seek independence on her ewn, This would leave
§



Barbados and seven other small islands to shift for themselves as best
they can. For these lslands this will mean putting aside all hope of
a proud, independent and self-respecting identity. The best they can

hope for would be a tiny federation of the Windward and Leeward
much

islands with a population of/less than a million people %euld have

to depend permanently on some form of charity from t de world,

And of course, the outside world may decide that }BNK let them down
s:z%d

and thelr needs are greater than ours, and so ai assistance we
may want might be given to them, If that 4 ppen we will hardly

be in a position to bawl, After all, t a cholce we made, And we
ic Williams if he decides

certainly will be in no position to b\
to leave the people of the small igsqsﬂs high and dry: we set the
example, I do not know how ma \7 you noticed that Dr, Lewils flew

down to Trinidad the day af® r decision was made, The University

College 1is a federal ac and while we can hope that the other
islan@s will agree tinue sharing its costs and keeping it in
Jamaica, we can insist on it., Jamaica has had the main benefits from
the Universit Qi\!ts hospital so far, Dr. Lewis is now discussing

1ts mtuQ

All t and much more flow logically from our declsion, The other
is;ands will feel we have let them down, and some may never forgive us
for denying them their oneg chance of a proud and independent identity
in this modern world. Whatever happens tp us, the future will never

again look as hopeful to the people of the small islands as it did
before we made our declsion, Goodnight,
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Good evening: In his broadcast yesterday Mr, Manley said firmly

and positively that his Government has no intention of %:mg
% to settle

because of the 'No' vote in the referendum; and tha\

the matter for the present., Those who know Mr,

will be satisfied that he would not have made

and his methods

51 an announcement
unless he was absolutely certain of his @ Rtional and legal
grounds, He has always been a stickler: ‘?"- things legally and
constitutionally., But many people who e firm supporters of Mr, Manley
have expressed grave doubts about Molitical and tactical wisdom

of this decision., Whether t ple are right or not in their

fears will only be sett

the General elections which Mr, Manley
has promised will tak before indepedmnce, As I told you last
Friday, I expect the W\N..P. opposition to make things as rough as
they can for Mr \dey's government between now and the calling of
elections., ontly hope 1s that the best interests of the country
will not@o badly damaged in the process,

Sir Grantley Adams who has made no small contribution to the
referendum result seems determined to go on making mischief, News
from Trinidad is that he now plans to ask the British Colonial Secretary
to keep Jamaica in the Federation until 1963 when the life of the
present Federal Parliament comes to an end., I hope Mr, Macleod will
have the good sense to reject such a proposal out of hand if Sir
Grantley does put it forward. Now that Jamaica has declided to quit the
Federation it would be both foolish and dangerous for anybody to

keep her in it for longer than it is necessary for us to get disent.ahgled

So the sooner Sir Grantley stops trying to make any more mischief,



“ o B TIr
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the better it will be all round. Instead of this maschief-making
nonsense, I should like Sir Grantley to pay serious attention to the
very constructive suggestions made by British Guiana's Cheddil Jagan
last Friday.

'Dr. Jagan found Jamaica's decision regrettable, bu saild it also
presented a challenge and an opportunity to Dr. Eric 1 s and Sir
Grantley Adams., He said with Jaamaica in the fed &timtion had
been so watered-down, at Jamaica's insistence, <<:?ﬂ'it could hardly
do what was needed for the well-being of t e, With Jamaica out,
Williams and Adams had a chance to rewrit constitution in such
a way as to give strong powers to th ’
strong Eastern Caribbean group. »%an\
and overgrown federal governmé‘;:g&ructure and said Sir Grantley and

Dr. Williams now had an o;% ty to cut down on its running costs
best

eral centre and so lead a

lso condemned the costly

and streamline it so a serve the interests of the people of
the region, He said t orily way to raise living standards for the
people is to refash the economy along socialist lines, So to sum it
up, the Jag e is: Cut down your running costs, write a proper
constitut r the Eastern Caribbean, and get on with the job of
raising&g standards for the people, I am sure this is the sort of
programme Eric Williams will buy; I am not so sure of Sir Grantley
Adams, And I rather suspect that it is because Eric Williams has his
doubts aboub Sir Grantley Adams that he will be unwilling now to stay
in a Federation which is headed by Sir Grantley. Instead of listening
to Jagan Sir Grantley is off to London today, and bent on mischief,
Goodnight.
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Good evening: Monday, September the 18th, was the day before
our referendum and so our hearts and minds were full of decision
we had to make the next day. Anything not connected t

referendum,

all other news, seemed unreal and far away. And so X with the

death of Dag Hammarskjold, the Secretary-Genera e United Nations.
We heard about it, we read aboutvit, it regis , but in a sort of
far-off and remote way. There was no tim 1ly think about it,

no time to really ask how it had hap what ;} meant and what it
was likely to lead to. And yet, t t3:§§ the biggest and most far-
reaching piece of news of that ::NEQQ for a long time to come because
the death of Hammarskjold wa e than just thé death of a man; it

was also an event with ant intermational political implications,

To bégin with 1 Qd as though Hammarskjold had died In a
straightforward pla rash, He had left Leopoldville on Sunday September
17 in the early\eWwegning to fly to Ndola in Northern Rhodesia where he
was to me Moise Tshombe, the‘?resident of the secessionist Congo
state o at8nga., There had been 8ix days of bitter and bloody fighting
between United Natlions forces and the forces of Tshombe led by white
mercenary officers recrulted from Belgium, South Africa and the
Rhodesias as well as elsewhere, The meeting was to try and stop the
fighting., The plane was over Ndola airport Jjust after midnight and
recelved clearance to land. But then 1t disappeared and nothing more
was heard from it until thw reckage and the dead body of Hammarskjold
and fffteen other people were found 12 hours later, Only one of the

16 people who had been on the plane, a United Nations security guard,

was alive, though badly smashed up and burnt. He died last Saturday.



Such imformation as we have 1s what this man gave before he died, He
said that Hammarskjold ordered the pilot to change course just as he
was getting ready to land; and he sald there was a series of explosions
before the plane crashed, And then the rumours and the speculations
begaﬁ. It was said the Hammarskjold ordered the change af;ziirse

because he saw firing from the ground. These rumours;:er rengthened

by the fact that bullets in the body of one of Hamm d's guards,
A Rhodesian government spokesman confirmed that s had been found
in one man's body but salid these had been e by the fire which
broke out after the plane crashed, But th rs persisted and the

Prime Minister of the Central Congol ernment, Mr, Adoula, blamed
some of the Western powers for thé of Hammarskjold. Certainly,

Sir Roy Welensky and his Rhode Central African Federation government
had made no bones of their suss t of¥ Tshombe and their bitter hatred
of United Nations actio tanga, and for Hammarskjold in particular.
So I fear their will be the suspicion that Hammarskjold did not
die in a simple acc “

But fa mxmportant for the world is the fact that his death
has creat risis in the United Nations, The Russians wanted the
position@ecretaryeGeneral abolished and replaced by what they call
a Trolka - a 3-man committee representing the East, the West and the
Neutralists, In this way they would have a permanent veto on U.N. action.
With HammarskjJold out of the way they have & good chance of getting

this and so neutralising the United Nations itself, Goodnight.
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Good evening: This evening I should like to read you a parable

which seems to suit the times in which we live. Let us@c%t the

parable of the foolish politician,

There once lived a man who wanted to be a @an. He was bright,

he was intelligent and he was full of ideas, % inely wanted to
r

gserve his country because he felt that hiQu y needed his service,
But he was in the very difficult posi @’ disagreeing with all the

other politicians in the country: % agreed with their policies,
he disagreed with their practices - fact, he disagreed with every-
thing they did or said er ;%nted. S0 he could not join with any

refre
of the politicians or az:;j’ t parties in order to serve his country.

And indeed, politics hat it was in his land, none of the mkkrr

politicians and no he parties had any time for him, He was young
and new on the E\Q‘. They had been on the scene for a long time, and
they were n o¥ng to make room for any new boy. And so they all kept
him out a de it plain to him that they wanted no part of him,

But he decided that he would defy them, that he would fight them
and he also decided that the only way in which he could serve his country
was to work actively to get state power into his own hands,

Now in this country, all the politicians had developed the technique
of 'The Promise', Whenever a politician stood for electlon, he made
promises and the one who opposed him also made promises and the people
of the country had got into the hablt of voting for the politicians
who made the blggest and the most lavish promises., But the older hands

at the game had all shared in the business of power and so they tended

to be careful about the promises they made because many a one of them



had been badly roughed up for not keeping his promises because the
people took these promises seriously and had come to expect the
politicians to do everything for them,

But the new man was not inhibited by any such fears, He wanted
power and so he went out and made promises, He promised that if they
elected him to power he would abolish all work, He sa %work was
slavery and freedom meant no work, He said that pay\t es was a
form of colonialism and he would abolish all ta promised free
housing, free education and free health servi e said the only
work each person would have to do when h o power would be to
go and collect the £10 a week the St d pay each man, women
and child., And of course, liquor %\bn would be free. Now this was
a real rallying call and all t e flocked to his banners and
supported him. And when the politicians still held on to their
offices, he went to the 11 of Nations and denounced them and said

they were enslaving le and the people were rising in revolt,

And then one e saddenly found himself in power., His promises

had paid off. :§~i few months there was great celebration throughout

the free nd” he gave the people all the things he had promised
them, An§, then everything ran oué;because nobody worked and nobody
paid taxes, And so 1t came to pass that a day came when he had to tell
the people the countrigwas broke and they now had to work for their
living, But the people turned on him because he had broken his promises,-
and they hung him the public square and so died the foolish politician,

and darkness came over the land for many years........Goodnight,
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Good evening: I hope you have followed some of the actions and
attitudes that came out as a result of the referendu c n. I have

found the reactions of some of our younger people g%%arly

interesting. In the main they were bitterly disa ed with the
decigion that Jamaica should leave the fede a%nd quite a few
eighteen-year-olds have told me that th sGEEE! would have been
different if they had the vote. And number have expressed the
same views as those of a teenager@h

4 te SO+
. ¥n—the—Gieaner a few days ago. 8 youngster condemned the decision

ed in a letter to the editor

and said it had been made rant and illiterate people. The

youngster was obviously pset, but for all that, that letter and
the tone in which it itten must be strongly condemned., We should
not abuse our fq{t:h izens because we disagree with their decision.

And certainl

and illf;::f> I think we should never forget that nobody chooses to

be ignor

ould not abuse them on the grounds of ignorance

r illiterate, Such ignorance and i1lliteracy as exists is
the fault of our soclety. And in any case, under universal adult
suffrage there is no literate and illiterate, no ignorant and wise =
only citizens whéu%ggg;ight to express their views freely. So please,

A forward
let us put an end to all this abuse and name-calling, The way/akead
demands that we be constructive and creative, and demands it especially
from tomorrow's citizens,

Another not do happy aspect of this 'after-the-referendum inquest'
is all this talk about crisis, There is a crisis in this; there is a

crisis in that; and now we hear that there is a crisis in leadership.



'A crisis in leadership' is a fine-sounding phrase,Il admit., But -l
Just what does 1t mean in our present context? Let us try and examine
it. Just over a year ago the Jamalica Labour Party declded on a cessionist
policy as far as federation was concerned. Up to that point both parties
had broad agreement on federation., As a result of that cé%i:i in J.L.P
policy the P.N.P. decided to call a referendum to letft ople
determine which road Jamaica should take. The peo \ ded in favour
of secession. Undoubtedly, this was a psychologi and moral vietory
for the J.L.P. and a psychological and mor d&feat for the P.N,P. We
had something very similar in the feder ections of 1958. And then,

they said

as now, we had voices calling on Manl\ resign because/he had lost
the confidence of the people, But W’che 1959 elections came around
these people were proved wrongv vote against Manley in the 1958
federal elections turned o% e not a vote against Manley's local,
Jamaican, leadership., H<:;;>e can we say that this one 1s? Only the
people can tell us th d Manley has already promised to give them

that opportunitygsoo It 1s for this reason that I cannot agree with

my friend an leadgue, lMorris Cargill, when he talked about 'a crisis
+ s

in leadeﬁ p: morning. Busta and Manley are still the leaders of

our two m parties. There have been no internal attempts to unseat

them, The party structure of our politics has not broken down. The
natures of our two major parties have not changed radically since the
19th, I frankly can see no crisis in leadership as a result of the
referendum, There are problems of leadership, of course, but these

have been with us a long time and are not connected with the referendum

at all, 'I will discues some of these éomorrow;*so TITT therm, 5uu&ﬁi5ht;W

AN Vvu-l Secenel Coimimm e u«n.l )&-ls ('v(uuucf\

A (Lu((‘ws e s MW
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Geed—evening: Last night I told you that I, for one, did not
buy the proposition that there was a 'crisis of leader @n Jamaica
today because of the result of the referendum., But )@ay that there
are problems of leadership which have been with(ﬁ a long time.

I think that in order to make any sense out 3y leadership

question we should put it in its proper @ And to me the proper
gsetting is not the personal habits of r that politician or
party. The proper setting, as I éee N s the hard economic, social,
political and historical realitie;\bﬁfzhe country.

Let us get down to hard\e g, What are the most important
realities in Jamaica todg st, there is unemployment; second,
there is the grave h hortage; and third there 1is the wide
economic and soci& etween those who have and those who do not
have, I think{thgse are the three most important factors of the
Jamaican regl today., There are others of course: there lis the
Problemqtiz’tershed protection wktzkk which I consider most serious
from a long term point of view; there 1s the urgent question of trying
to feed our people from our own land instead of importing more than
we are exporting: and there are a whole host of other important factors;
But I think the three most important are unemployment, housing and the
wide gap between the rich and the poor., And this, I suggest, is the
proper setting in which to discuss our problems of leadership. And
please note that these realities have been with us for a long time,
not Jjust since the 19th of September 1961l: and these problems would

still be with us even if the people had voted 'yes& in the referendum.



I think it would be stupid to pretend that our leaders have not
tried to cope with these problems, When the J.L.P. was in power it
tried to cope with unemployment and housing; and when the P.N.P. came
to power it too did its best to tackle these problems. And I think it

is fair to say that for some people conditions are very<:E§S better
t

than they were ten or fifteen years ago., But unemplo@

grave housing problem are still with us. So how d:\ 1l with them?

d the

To bulld houses we need money., If the gove is to build
low=-cost houses it would have to find mone %of this it could

probably borrow from abroad but the res have to come from us

in the form of taxes, But what woul roters say to any leader

who went to them and said: 'If yovote®for me, I shall have to ralse

taxes in order to solve the hzw problem,.' My guess is that they

would not vote for him.

nuld they say to a leader who went to
them and said: 'We havg ave unemploymnet problem, The only way

we can solve it is b ng up compulsory work camps and moving men

I k the unemployed themselves would be against him,

from one part og\é: land to another to work on development projects
he land and building low cost housing,'/What would

such as terr

the worke the employers say if such a leader said: 'The development
needs of %thg country are such that we will have to freeze profits and

wages.,' I am sure that such a leader would find both workers and
To survive in
employers against him ., Tkisxkixxktkxe Jamaica today the leader must
selfish
appease so many conflicting/interests that he dare not do what is

unpopular, even if he knows its is good for the country., That is one
of our major problems of leadership. Tomorrow I will conclude this

leadership discussion; so till then, goodnight.
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Good evening: If you agree with what I said last night then you
will agree that the leader in Jamalca today tends to be the political
prisoner of all the conflicting interests in the soci . t. there

is nothing wrong with this, you will say. These aregt cessary

checks and balances which safeguard democratic ent, I agree,

But democratic government is possibly the mos isticated form of
government in the world and requires a h gree of political
any other form of

maturity and social consciousness th
government. It is also open to mo jgﬁs

than almost any other form
of government,

Under even the most bendyolent dictatorship, whether of the
right or left, the fat ﬁe of the dictator will in his wisdom
decide what is best @ country and God help any person or groups
who do not jump to. the dictator-father says there is to be a cut

is a cut in wages: 1f he says busnessmen must give

ofits then they do so., If he says a thousand men

keep, then it happens just as he says and no nonsense.
Am I then saying that the only way in which we can solve our
problems 1is by setting up a dictatorship? I am not saying that at all,
I think we can solve our problems without turning Jamaica into a
dictatorship. The British, the Scandinavians and the Swiss have proved
that countries can have detalled economic and social planning without
any loss of the political rights of the individual citizen., But these

are societies in which political and social awareness is highly

developed, Each citizen accepts his responelibility for every other



2
citizen. Please note I said 'responsibility'.
Here in Jamaica we all demand our right but few of us are prepared
to assume the responsibilities that go with those rights, I think
the politicians must carry a large share of blame for this. They have
gone to the people and said we wlll do this and the other for you if
you vote for us. You hardly ever hear them saying 'th at 1is

expected of you'. Julius Nyerere of Tangnyika camp nef with the

slogan: 'Freedom and Work', And he stressed the 4"“ part in all his

speeches, He told his people they had to make\;; fices and worker

But some of our leaders have suggested

This too, is one of our main probk::;{ eadership.
It seems to me that if Jamaica to go ahead in peace and is

to pposper then we must choo r leaders and give them real freedom
to lead. They must be f %lan and reorganise our economy for the .
general good, And if c steps are needed then they should take
those steps, And t turn should come clean with the people and

stop making pi \the-sky promises which cannot be fulfilled.

nly way in which we can solve our problems 1is by
careful and Yintelligent planning of our economy. The alternative is

to let things drift and go on making fine-sounding speeches about
co-operation until the whole thing callapses on our heads, There ‘is

no easy road ahead and the sonner our leaders tell us so and chart the
new course the better it will be, Our task is to give them the freedom
to lead. Goodnight.
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Good evening: The news of Syria's break away fpamm the United
Arab Republic is a very serious set=back for Egypt's Pre nt Nasser
and his dream of Arab unity. It also reduces considefa e influence

that will be exerted by the Arab nations as a gro \ e United

Nations,., Groups of nations always lose some of t r nfl&hce when
i

they are divided among themselves, And the a®fworld is as divided
today as it has ever been., When the Syr %ged their breakaway
revolt last Thursday, both Turkey an n gave recognition to the
new Syrian regime as soon as it 10@ ike succeeding. Egypt has
reacted by cuttung off diploma elations with both these Arabdb
countries, And it islnot y that other Arab countries, such as

Iraq might recognise tr@ yrian government. Whether the Egyptlan
f

government will then diplomatic relations with them as well

is a very intriguing“point. If Egypt does cut off relations with
every countr \trecognises the new set-up in Syria, she might risk
finding henRge in splendid isddation from much of the Arab world as
well as‘}§::>many other countries in the world, But in any case, this
is, as Nasser has said himself, just about thw worst ®wlow dealt to
Arab unity.

How did this come about? The critics of Nasser, and there are
many of them, will say that the Syrian people have revolted against
Egyptian domination of thelir country. And the more extreme of these
critics will even go as far as to say that the Syrians have revolted
‘against Nasser's dictatorship. But this is not the whole picture,

From the moment of its establishment on February lst, 1958 the

United Arab Republic was one of the weirdest political marriages



ever made, On the part of Egypt it was an exercise in nationalist
idealism, Nasser was the heart and soul of this idealism, In 1952 he
had been the leading figure in a group of young officers who forced
Farouk off the Egpptian throne and an end to Jjust about the most

corrupt government of modern times. In place of the graf nd massive

thieving which ran through Egyptian politics, he bro t lean
government and honest leadership and offered his e&new vision
and a new pride. He gave the Egyptians a sense Q’mction and a sense
of destiny such as they had not had for a ¢ n§;?§~or more, And his great
dream was a powerful group of united Arab s that would be a force
in the world. Egypt is a massive la ell over 386,000 square
miles, with a population of over mil®ion people. Syria on the

other hand 1is a small country ust over 72,000 square miles and

a population of less than m ‘;Ej: people, Great big Egypt wanted
union with tiny Syrta use there was anything material to gain
from the union, but it could be the beginning of the fulfiment
of the great dream ab unity throughout the region., Syria, on the
other hand, 1X’che unlon because her government was unstable and
the peopl terrified of being taken over by the communists. The
Syrian ﬁb::;) was selfish, the Egyptian motive was idealistic., And
now that the Syrians feel a little more secure they have broken with
Egypt. I think the critics of Nasser should note that after-his first
angry reaction, he called back his troops and said he wouldn't use

force to keep Syria in the union. This, as we know, is not the way a

dictator would behave, Goodnight,



No 235 Developments 1in Ghana

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Tuesday Oct 3 at 6.15p.m
Petenr Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The news from Ghana shows that that country is now
gowing through some very profound political changes. Jué%i;,er a month
ago President Nkrumah called for a general wage free@

a series of strikes in most of the main cities, x same time
del

he called for all Ministers in his governmentﬁ 1 members of
p

set off

parliament in his party to declare all th vate financial interests.
He set up a committee to investigate t ncial affairs of all the
people who were high up in his ruliné\ﬁg' ntion Peoples Party. Then
he went on a triumphant tour to Mos and at one of the parties
behind the iron curtain he s 1§;Eﬂhh harsh things about the British
that the British represent walked out of the party.

bn his return fr travels, which included the Belgrade

conference of wha a ow become known as the Non-Aligned nations,

he went into a n, *First he took over direct and personal control
which he

of the C. P,P he political party/am& founded on June 12th 1949

and whi h d the country to its present stage. With complete

control o e party in his hands, he set about reorganising its

structure., All the various wings of the party, the women's organisations,
the youth groups, were deprived of their independent and autonomous
existence and were drawn into the central organisation. People whose
loyalty he doubted were shifted to lesg responsible positions and
other were completely removed from office., Meanwhile the investigation
into the personal affairs of leading party members went on,

And then Nkrumah took the next step. He assumed personal

responsibllity for all the country's armed forces, the navy, the air



force and the army. He was now President of the Republic, secretary
of the ruling Convention Peoples Party, and Commander-in-Chief of all
the armed forces, This was as formidable an accumulation of all the
sources of power into the hands of one man as was possible.

And then, last week, there came the next phases in <55;iathering
of power., On Saturday of last week President Nkruma@ ced the
extensive reshuffling of the Ghana Cabinet. He 1 \ number of
his Ministers to resign., Among them were two %ad been Nkrumeh's
closest associates in the long years of st fod and power, One was
Kojo Bostsio and the other was K.A. G « Botslio had been with
Nkrumah in the London days of student tion. With Nkrumah he
had been thrown into jall during tﬁﬁ\srsitive Action campaign of 1950,
He had been the first Secret m?ﬁral of the C.P.P. at a time when
the party had no money and er; and he had been Chana's first
Minister of Education mah too, was a very old and close friend
who had gone to Ja 3 he country's interest in 1950, He had been
the first Minis of'SFinance and in the early and tricky days when
they first to wer he mhd Botsio had been pillars of strength to
the youn . I think it 1s fair to say that without these two
men the wa head might have been very much more difficult for Nkrumah,
So why has he dropped them now? They are étill the two most experienced
of his team of Ministers, I think Nkrumah has a major political reason
for his action. I think we will see that reason within the next few
months, Whatever that reason may turn out to be, Nkrumah 1s preparing
the ground carefully by drawing all power into his own hands., And I
think the world may be in for quite a shock from Ghana, Goodnight,
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No 236 1; Milk for Schoolchildren
- 2) Cruelty at the Zoo

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday Oct 4 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: A listener has written to me asking ask the
Minister of Education why children are charged four % r a bottle
of milk at Rollington Town School, This listener ed me to ask
this question over the air and I have now don %s listener then
went on to say that milk should be free to %n.

All my sympathies are with this 1 r. I think a basic food
such as milk should be available to ldren. I do not think
youngsters learn properly when thé?\esp in school with empty bellies,
And I think we ought to face tﬁEEﬁgpt that there are large numbers of

gl

parents who Just cannot af ve thelr youngsters four pence

daily for a bottle of n is only those who have tried to learn

on an empty belly understand Jjust what a hindrance an empty

belly can be to ¢€his“pusiness of learning. And then there is the

very importa ungsters growing up straight and tall and healthy
through 2i::S he right amount of milk and fresh food. So I hope our
education horities will look into this matter very carefully and

try to provide free milk for those children who obviously cannot afford
to pay. But I think 1t is only fair for all of us to remember that

the government will have to pay for this milk and that the only way in
which it gets 1its money is from us. We always want to government to do
something, and wuite often what we want it to do is good but costs
money. And yet we always tend to bawl when the government come to us

for that money. I think we must accept the fact that the whole communify
must pay for such services as free milk for children. If we want a

welfare state we must be prepared to pay for 1it.
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There 1s another important point about this milk business. I know
that we get a certain amount of powdered milk free from the United
States which is earmarked especially for young children, But I know
that there is a very strong prejuddce against powdered milk in some of
our country areas. Parents just will not give this milk their
children and some of them get this milk powder free a %sell to
other people instead of giving it to their children tgMme assure you
that this 1is very good milk and if you mixm# to ‘\\Eht thickness it
is a wonderful body-building food for childre are really harming
the health of your children by selling tn@ for a few penniles

instead of giving it to them. So ple e a nice micture of it and
give 1t to your children. If you déx |
teeth in the country areas.

Finally a word about th ;E. Many people have been very distressed

have a great deal less bad

by all the stone-throwi the animals, I think it is silly and
ignorant and stupid & <:;:ll to hurt dumb animals, especially for
no reason and I hop s will stop. I think one way in which we can
help to put a s%oB\to it is by getting children to get to know and
enjJoy and these animals., And 1 think one way in which this can be
done 1is Qchools to organise groups to the Zoo under the supervision
of teachers, But then there's the problems of each child having to pay
a sixpence, But I think we can get over that if good citizens would
undertake to pay five shillings each for ten children to go from a
school, If any teacher would like to start the experiment I would be

very happy to co-operate, So please let me hear from you, Goodnight.



No 237 1) The Marchers For Peace
2) The Unilateralists.

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday Oct 5 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Farlier this week a group of men and women marched

stopping of nuclear tests and for the banning of a

into the Red Square in Moscow. They carried banners ca 1@01' the
omkc weapons,

These people had walked across a goodly portion he»world to reach
Moscow, Some had started their march in the U tates; some had
started walking in Britain; in Europe ot Joined them and they
had walked all the way to Moscow,., Of hey had to cross oceans

and seas where walking had not been po le; and I rather suspect
that they travelled in trains and &and busses over certain long
stretches of uninhabited co ry. t in the main they had marched.

their desperate desi there should be no war.

And the point of their was in order to express to the world
When they rea Moecow's Red Square nobody molested them. The
police had put <B\E?rriers, apparently expecting a large turn-out of
Russian ci o elther watch the marchers for peace or join them.
But only\so 300 curious Russians showed up and the police hurriedly
removed the barriers. The marchers were not allowed to make speeches
to the small crowd, but they were permitted to hand out leaflets,
And with that the March for Peace came to a very quiet end in the
Red Square,and the World's press and radio went on to tell us about
the size and power of the latest Soviet test explosion. And all over
the western world there was anxiety and some American newspaper
columnists even suggested that there was no point in fighting over

Berlin and the United States had better make a deal with Russia.

Time magazine of course soon slapped these newspapermen down as

cowardly types who were out of touch with the American national mood



which it said was one of determination.

But it was in Britain that the enemies of atomic warfare made
their biggest 1lmpact. For months they had protested and demonstrated
and marched against the establishment of the Polaris submarine base

in Scotland. They wanted no American atomic bases in B‘EE;,P’ and

ecame known
as the Unilateralists, the people who said: "It :EE ot matter what
the Russians or Americans do, the Birtiish sho‘; t rid of their
atomic weapons and should disarm completQ‘

s

And the leader of the Unilateral and still is Earl

they wanted Britain to disarm unilaterally and so t

Russell, a nobleman who has refused his title, who has never
sat in the House of Lords, and wh;\§§/known throughout the world as
the great phllosopher, Bertrgn sell, Russell is a frail old man
of 89 but a few weeks bac ibertately courted imprisonment

when he led a huge sit emonstration in London's Parliament
Square. He and a w st of others were arrested. Among those
arrested was t everned Michael Scott and some of your favourite
British actori~\Actresses, poets, singers, playwrights and the like,
And almqei::yo aneously, a new slogan was born., It wasj; Better red
than dead.,* The fear of atomic warfare had led many people to feel
that it would be better to surrender peacefully to Russian communism,
In 1948 Russell had himself said that either the west should fight and
defeat Russia before she got atomic weapons, or else the west should
lie down and tell Russia to take over. And now the Unilateralists seem
ready to lie down. And yet, what 1s the alternative? An atomic war

is likely to destroy all life., So what do we do? I'll discuss that
tomorrow, So till then, goodnight.



No 238 The Need For a Sense of History

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Friday Oct 6, at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I think there 1s no doubt that if an atomic war
did break out Britain herself could be reduced to a bar sert of
death and destruction within an hour. I am sure th %knowledge
is one of the driving forces behind the Unilate@position that
1t is better to be Red than dead. What the Un?&g
to realise is that whether they dump allQ‘ eapons into the sea
or not is most unlikely to make any d% ce to what the Americans

or Russians might do. In terms of Atom wargfare Britain is very

alists do not seem

that 1f he licks you you are going to lick back, then you are
really inviting that peps o come in and lick you., If that person
is certair; that you g to lick back then he will think twice

before attacking yows

small beer indeed. On the othex han 1f you tell an enemy in advance
i;

But even ~>\§ than this invitatlion to disaster, it seems to me,
atalism of the Unilateralists., They seem to assume

e ig going to be war and that they and all they have is going
to be destroyed. And that with their destruction everything will be
destroyed and nothing that 1s worthwhile would be left and so nothing
is worth defending. And yet it was Russell himself who taught us, in

his History of Western Philosophy, that the circumstances of men's

lives are determined by their beliefs, and their beliefs, in turn, are
determined by their circumstances., This interaction of ideas on our
physical conditions and our physlical consitions on our 1deas, has been
inherent in the unfolding of man's history. Let us take a simple

example, A country of vast ignorance would also be likely to have
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vast poverty and vast sickness, But as education, which is the idea,

is introduced and spreads, knowledge overcomes ignorance: the resources
of the country are better exploited, better living conditions and
better living standards lead to better health, If then the ideas are
positive and creative, the physical results are likely t e creative
and positive, Where the 1ldeas are negative men see nogend tg their

problems and sink deeper and deeper into despair, \ s a fact of

history that all man's greatest achievements ha ed from his
psotive faith himself and in life and in the ility of a better
future., Abandon this and there can be no ess, E,M, FOrster it was

who said that the only way to be c:reiNbb € to behave as though we
P

are immortal even in the face of %
But perhaps the worst as t of Ythe Unilateralist position is

the tacit assumption that th

ssians will, and are indeed anxious
to drop the bomb and tl—Q thing civilised men can do is to
surrender to the new ians., The Russians are no more barbaric

than anybody else. my guess 1s that they do not want war any more
than anybody el&When we talk about the Russians we almost make
them soun @ugh they are not human., And we seem to forget that
communi ish Just one of the newest and most important, of a long wave
of ideas that has flowed like a stream through the story of man. And
just as those other ideas were changed and modified and liberalised by
time? g;hzgkonli when we lose our sense of history that we forget that
notélng in the world is static, neither communism nor democracy. Once
again the Unilateralists have shown that man's greatest enemy is still

fear., Fear of change, fear of himself, Goodnight,



No 239 1) Drop in fraze Adverse Trade Balance
2) J.A.S. Drive to Produce more Food.
3) Housihg Ministry

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Saturday Oct 7 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evenling: The news 1s that Mr, Manley is due back in Jamaica

a little later this evening. I expect hisy to report t'hq talks in

London with the Colonial Secretary have been satlsfacgo

do not think Mr. Macleod will even attempt to keeEN a in the
S

certainly

federation until 1963, This, you will remember, suggestion

made by Sir Grantley Adams shortly after t %endum. But I am sure

that none of the officials in London to is seriously,
As I say, I expect Mr. Manley 'c.d\\3 hat his talks were
satisfactory, but I do not expect’ﬂg;}

until Thursday of next week wh e House of Representatives will

make a really full report

meet for the first time s referendum, I am very glad that

things have move so f@ use I am sure that any long delay would
have led to confusion ould not have been good for the country.

There have deen o very good signposts to the future this week.

The first wa t%he island's adverse trade balance in the first
six months is year has dropped by nearly a half, when compared
with the t six months of last year.,

Between January and June of last year we imported goods worth
£39,3 millions and we exported good worth £28.3% millions., This meant
that we spent £11 million more than we earned. And this, as any
housewife knows, is not a good state of affairs, The housewife who
has only £10 coming in each week and who spends &£12 a week, is heading
for trouble. And the same applies to the nation's housekeeping.

Wé did not break even this year; we are still in the red, but we

have reduced the figure considerably., Between January and June of

this year we imported £37.7 million worth of good and we exported
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good‘worth £31,.8 million, This means that we still spent more money
on good from abroad than our exports earned. But instead of over-
spending by £11 million as we did last year, we overspent by only
£5.9 million. And this &s a very great improvement. Our exports went
up this year and our imports went down. If we keep this ger the
i

next few years the country may get into the very happyp on of

earning more from overseas than it is spending. Thi wMrend,

incidentally, 1is largely due to the very good a ‘\\ﬁying influence
of our recently established Bank of Jamaica w eems to me to be
doing a very good job now that it has se

the-good work and soon guides us out @

Another thing which should h jpﬁ;,‘ financial stability greatly

wn. I hope it keeps up
ed and into the black.

is the decision made by the J.A.,S. BOard of Management on Wednesday
to make a special effort to tYtheir members to grow more demestic
food crops so that we cO out the importing of about £9 million

worth of food each y think it is utterly silly for us to go on

Irish
importing stuff 1li rots and lettuce and onions and/potatoes. Many

much richer cmg’hﬁ§m than we are would not dream of importing such

crops.And rtainly have the land on which to grow these, So I
welcome romise of this new effort and I wish the J.A.S. success
with it.

Finally, a brief word of welcome to the new Ministry of Housing
and the new Minister. Housing 1s Just about our most pressing social
problem and Mr., Ken Sterling will need all hils energy and ability
to cope with the problem. So let us all wish him well with a very

tough Jjob. Goodnight.



No 240 l‘ Manley‘s Réurn—+ T . C,,‘;ij‘-tﬁ'_; — -

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Monday Oct 9 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: Mr, Manley has returned from London pretty much
with what we expected him to. The British Government ha epted the

Jamaican decision to go it alone, and a Bill will b fore the
British parliament to legalise this fact as SOOQ} ible. The
a

British Government has also undertaken to sp 0 maica's membership
to enter both the Commonwealth and the Un q‘;;:Zons as soon as we
attain independence, Jamaica wants 1in nce at the earliest
possible moment, and this too the Br&overnmemt has accepted.
It has said in effect that we can ve” our independence as sooﬁ as we
have worked out the constituti and legal problems that must be
resolved., This means tha peed with which we move forward from
here on is entirely ands, If we want independence early in
1962, we can have vided we have put our house in order by then,
Both part ha expressed the wish that Jamaica should become
independent y of 1962, The only disagreement so far is over what
date in _Ma gnd that is a small point over which there need be no
real crisi®, £So May of next year looks pretty definite, This would
leave us with just about seven months in which to work out all the
details, and that, as you know, is not very much time kmxwikizkxkth®z in
which to write am® new constitutional instruments and have these
properly and widely discussed., To get this done in time is going to
demand a great deal of very hard work from our political leaders
those of
in parliament, as well as from/our civil servants whose duty it is
to translate political decisions into constitutional and legal

instruments of government,

I think that above all else we are going to need a great sense



of urgency and of national unity. We are going to need to approach
this busness of constitution-making as a nationai rather than a party
matter. If either or both of our two major parties in the House
approach this constitutiong-making business in & partisan spirit,
then, at best, we may be in for a nasty few months of dirty
politics; or, at worst, we may not be ready in tim @ur
constitution and we may then find that we canno@rward to

independence by next May.

The challenge that now faces our po 4’\- parties and our

political leaders is to put the businefs)ie

independence above party and abov p:>\g
personal and party victories are zzihérto be great for all concerned,
All our politicians kno %eral Election is not far away: so

w th
it will be a great temp o try and score points for the coming
election. Up to a po is inevitable, There will be a certain

amount of party ri o What I hope is that it will not get out of

onstitution-making for

. The temptation to score

hand to such &em that i1t puts back the clock,

The r t for the party political free-for=-all should be at
the Genéral ¥Election, after we have hammered out the constitution for
an independent Jamaica, Now 1s a time for soberness and responsibility.

the members of
I sincerely hope that/our House of Representatives will set us all
they
an example of bi-partisan responsibility when/%x meet# on Thursday

to begin the big job of shaping the new constitution. Goodnight.



No 241 Trinidad & the Federation

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Tuesday Oct 10 at 6.15p.m:
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: A humber of things that have happened down in
Trinidad over the past few days seem to suggest that w aica out
of it, the West Indies Federation is as good as dead. rgt, we had
the news that the Trinidad Government had bough g\!hah West Indian
Airways, ©Some of you may remember that almos the time that

Jamaicans went to the polls to cast thelr“) in the referendum,

the Federal Government was negotiatin ,ritish Overseas Alrways
Corporation about taking over B.W. I A, after the Jamaica decision
was known, these negotiations were poned indefinitely. And last

week came the news that Trindda d bought B.W,I.A, for about half-a-

million pounds, It seems € that if Dr. Eric Williams had entertained

any idea that the feder would continue in its present form, or

would be strengtheA@d

instead have w N 0

later. Th inter number one.

> would not have bought out B.W.I.A. but would

r a reorganised federal government to do so

Poigter\number two was Dr, Williams' refusal to discuss the
Federation with Dr. Arthur Lewis when he especially called on Dr.
Williams, This, plus Dr, Williams' statement that he and his party are
not prepared to go to London or have any discussions on the Federation
until after the Trinidad elections, suggests that he has made up his

m}nd on an indppendent course of action for Trinidad. This was backed
- up by the announcement that Mr., Learlie Constantine would be Trinidad's
High Commissioner in Britain. And then, at a public meeting at
Woodford Square on Saturday evening, Eric Williams deelared that

the federation no longer exists.

)RR , Tt v N N S Ty T ae w 3igeN VN e



All this would suggest that Dr. Williams has made up his mind to
write off the Federation as a dead loss. Hié actions are those of
a2 man who is now laying the foundations for a Trinidad which will
seek independence on her own. This, of course, should not come as a
surprise to any of us, Dr. Williams had declared often @1 in the
past that 1f Jamalca left the federation Trinidad wox@ so too.
A number of wiseacres in Jamaica have dismissed Just a bluff

by Williams., It would seem that they were a la{tle, less wise than they
thought.

0f course, much will depend on th me of Trinidad's General
but it is still expected

Election. No date for this has yet be\
to take place either late this yeawearly next year., The Trinidad
D.L.P. Opposition has come oyt gly in favour of Trinidad remaining
in what is left of the fe . If the opposition fights the election
on the federation iss Dr. Williams will have to come out and
déclare himself, a@aps fight the election on federation. But

at the moment oppresition is in such a state of disunity and seems

to be pulli o many directions, that it looks as though Williams
will be able td dictate the terms on which he will fight the election.,
And if Wi ams dictates the terms then federation will certainly not

be an issue, So it would seem that Trinidad will definitely follow
Jamaica out of the federation. This would leave Barbados to lead the
Winwards and Leewards., But will they follow that lead? People like Mr.
Gairy makeg me doupt it: which leaves Britain with quite a mess on

her hands. Goodnight.



No 242 lgHarbour srground Wiring
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday Oct 11 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I think the Harbour View Citizen's Association
is one of the liveliest and most active civic groups %!amaica.
I think it has.done a very fine Jjob of creating a @y spirit in
the area and I think it has kurreRx¥arkanr help QQN5urn Harbour
View into something approaching a model commu n a very short space

of time. From time to time it has had a %¥ith the power-that-be =

some of you may remember the case of @ signs - and it has not
been afeaid to campaign actively % it thought best for the
community. I am, and I always_ have en a great admirer of the

Harbour View Citizen's Assoc Ji%n and I should like to see more

community organisations it everywhere in Jamaica, But having

said all that, let m at I disagree with the latest protest

campaign launched Harbour View Citizen's Assoctation.
First let ’Q\iet out the facts. The Kingston and St. Andrew

Corporatio clded that wires for lighting the streets of Harbour
View shdyld fun underground. In obtder to bury the wires the K.S.A.C
would have to dig trenches along pavement verges., Now the point is

that the citizens of Harbour View have gone to a lot of trouble

to plant grass and trees along these pavement verges. They have done
this as an effort to beautyfy the area and they are alarmed &t the
prospect of all this beauty being destroyed and all their effofts wiped
out by ditch-diggers who will show no respect for the beauty they have
created, They say it is true that the verges are owned by the K.S.A.C.
but they have beautified them and so they do not want the K.S.A.C.

to dig them up. They do not say that the K.S.A.C. must run thr wires



overhead, but I think there is no doubt that that is what they want,
And so they are up in arms and have written a letter of protest to
the Town Clerk asking the K.S.A.C. to reconsider the decision to
bury the wires, Those are the facts.

As I said, I disagree with this protest campaign.<§§:>please do
:

not misunderstand me, All my sympathies are with t our View

citizens, I think it is dreadful for anybody tQL\ o0 watch beauty
t

being destroyed, especially when you have c that beauty with
your own sweat and toil, But I think we :ace one hard fact, and

it is this. Underground electric wir% safer, and in the long run,
\'g

it is cheaper than overhead wiring. ead wiring 1s a deadly

dangerous business, In a storm or rricane an overhead pole could
be hit by lightning; it couyld er be knocked down or some wires
broken and so cause fire th., And in a crowded community like

Harbour View this cou @ very serious., Or a live wire might snap
on a perfectly c and dangle,harmless looking, until the first
little boy or rl ™Muns along and touches it and is burnt to death

in seconds. e are some of the real hazards of exposed, overhead
wires., Yo\ do’not have these risks with buried wires, And wheh it
comes to oosing between a beautiful verge and the safety of a child,
my choice is the child every time., You ®van always beautify the verge
again; you cannot restore life to a child. So, in the interest of
safety I am for the K.S.A.C. burying the wires though all my

sympathies are with the protesting citizens of Harbour View, Goodnight,



No 243 The*Nursiné—Situation :

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday Oct 12 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The story behind the deep unrest W hangs
over our nursing profession 4s as sad and depres \ any story I
have ever tried to make sense of, On the face t, the nurses, especial
those at the Kingston Public Hospital, werp ‘:g::fented about their
conditions of work and nobody did much % until Mr, Thossy Kelly
of the National Workers Union steppe %ed a delegation of twenty
nurses to a conference with the Miﬁ\e’gr of health, and came out of
that conference with importa t‘ﬁi&ss for the nurses, On the face of 1it,
it would seem that as a r this decisive action the working
week of the nurses has -@ cut from 48 hours to 42 hours and that
all nurses who work,o bile holidéys will in future be given a day
off to make ﬁp tiNis, Also, as a result of this decisive action
a working pa ‘R%Sﬁmsed of union representatives and Ministry of
Health 9{;3:2 was set up to work out the details of the new 42 hour
week, Thi rking party held its first meeting this morning. So it
would seem that Dr. Lloyd has given the union de facto recognition
as the spokesman and bargaining agent for Jamaican nurses,

And yet there is a whole lot more to the stéry than this. When
I looked closely into the matter I found that these dramatic gains
Mr. Kelly had stepped 1n and secured had in fact been worked for over
a long period of time by another organisation. I found that the Jamaica

General Trained Nurses Association had been negotiating with the

Ministry OYSP these and other points fof over a year, I found that as
far back ag}iéso the Trained Nurses Association had recommended to the



Ministry that the nurses be given a 40-hour working week with 8-hour
shifts, But that was not their only recommendation. They recommendéd

a number of other things to make life easier for our nurses, Some

of these, llke the establishing of canteens and change-room cubboards
at K.,P.H. and Bellevue, have already been carried out, lso got

a duty allowance for night supervisors, as well as a g allowance.

With the assistance of the Jamaica Civil Service tion the
nu

Trained Nurses Assocliation got the rent charg
5% of their pay to 24% of their pay. They dditional staff nurses
for Operating Theatre work. The discus e shortage of ataff in

rural hospitals and got the Ministry\ six additional sisters

rses reduced from

for these hospitals. The outsanding stions which remained after
these changes had been made e% the guestion of salaries and

working hours.

The Civil Service he Nursing Association representatives

met with the Minis Health in February of this year. They with
the Minister a July and again the discussion was about working
hours and sal « The Minister assured them of his sympathy and

assistance.\\But nothing happened and some of the poor nurses began to
wonder whe®er anything would be done for them through their very sober
and responsible Trained Nurses Association. Nothing happened until

Mr, Kelly appeared on the scene and threatened the Ministry with an
ultimatum, And then things happened fast., Which makes it seem that

our government only respects people who threaten it. And this is
depressing, But there is something even more depressing from the

nurses point of view and I will deal with that tomorrow, So till then,

Goodnight,
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Friday Oct 13 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: From what I sald on the nursing situation last

night you will have gathered that I am not particular <;E§>essed with
the dramatic entry of Mr., Thossy Kelly and the Nat\ rkers Union

into the nursing situation. I am not impressed I think Mr.

Kelly has stepped in and reaped what others

(as

rade Union to represent

pboured for, and

also because I do not think it is a good or either the National

Workers Union or the Bustamante Indus

any section of our civil servants, Bo nions have strong party links
A/

and if they step into the ra (o] e clvil service then we are in

danger of soon having a hi

artisan and political civil service, *
and that would be a trag is for this reason that I find the
attitude of the Mini Health so very bad on thls question. First
they deal in a cas d off-hand manner with the recommendations

of the body wh \ms worked for the nurses for over 13 years, They

respons And then they seem to Jjump to give recognition to a

do this beeguie the leaders of that'body behave in a manner of great
o

political trade union which spiﬁs'fire at them and whose leader tells

the nurses they must be pr?pared to strike the moment the HighA

Command glves the word, Are we now in for the time when a cut up

person 1s going to be left on an operating table to die because the

union has called a strike? It seems as though the Ministry is making

it clear that it respects only aggressiveness and irresponsibility.

I am frankly not impressed with the Ministry's part in this affair.

But what about the nurses? They are pensiohable civil servants.

The frained Nurses Association came into being in 1948 and fought for



their recognition as trained nurses with professional standing. In
1951 the Registration Bill gave them this position as registered
professional nurses and civil servants entitled to a pension. But
Registration gave them very much more, It made it possible for them

of Nurses
to affiliate with the International Council/and be reco d as

trained nurses anywhere in the world where the Counc@ ecognised,
This means that a Jamaican nurse will be accepte S aine nurse

in such countries and will be allowed to work as ch and get the pay
and conditions of the trained nurses of th cetintry., Here and there
she may have to do more work on one su c but basically she will
enjoy professional recognition and s\ But the code of the
International Council of Nurses fSﬁQ&S} any political affiliation on
the part of any of its member . S0, if the nurses are represented
by a trade union with pol ffiliations they are likely to find
the International Coun urses unwilling to accept them, If that

happens any J amaic@ going abroad may find herself in the unhappy
in

position of not ¢e ecognised and only belng able to get a job as

a subordinat k®lled worker, This was the position of nurses right
here in Ja They were unskilled subordinate staff until the
efforts o e General Trained Nurses Association brought them to where
they are now, Some of the younger ones have either forgotten this fact
or have not taken the trouble to find out. It seems to me that in the
process of trying to improve their conditions, and they should be
improved, they stand in danger of losing some very important things
thelir own association won for them., I hope our nurse will think, think

carefully, and then think again, And the Ministry needs to do the same,
Goodnight,



No 244 The Transfer of Macleod

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Gio-Beidey Oct 1§ at 6.15p.m

Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: A large number of listeners have asked me why Mr,

Ian Macleod has been removed from the Colonial Office; a%)me have

asked whether this was just a reshuffle in the Briti et or
whether there was some deeper meaning to it. Wel \ nk the first
thing we must remember 1is that no British Prime er has ever
reshuffled his Cabinet just for the fun of . ere has always been
a reason for it., Sometimes the reason en that the government has
become so very unpopular that some n ow dressing was needed;

sometimes it was because there wasw scandal connected with one of
the Ministers; and sometimes VS because some major point of

policy had come unstuck a inister in charge of that point of
policy had to be remov s means that almost every British Cabinet
reshuffle has meant e that some policy has come unstuck or that

confidence in the\:? nment had sunk very low,
0

In the Mr., Macleod a point of policy had come unstuck,
That point licy was Jamaica's decision to leave the Federation,
The Briti overnment had been almost more enthusiastic about the

Federation of the West Indies than anybody else. And Mr, Macleod was
the spokesman and representative of this British enthusiasm for federatio;
So Jamaica's decision was a very big defeat for British policy in the
Caribbean., And since Mr, Macleod was the Minister responsible it was
a big personal defeat for him,

Some of you may remember that sometime last year I talked about
Mr, Macleod's fight with Lord Salisbury over Colonial policy. Salisbury
1s possibly the most powerful single personality in British conservative

politics, Salisbury was bitterly opposed to Macleod's policies of



hastening the independence of colonial territories, especially those

in Africa., In one of the most bitter attacks ever made in the House

of Lords Salisbury accused Macleod of selling the British empire and

the white settlers in East Africa down the drain with indecent haste.

Salisbury had powerful support: he had the support of tl—@ﬂ:-wing
A

of the Conservative party and he had the support of

white settlers led by Sir Roy Welensky; and this 8 one of the
1x ics.

frican
most formidable combinations in British power But Mr. Harold
Macmillan is the head of the British Gover nt, and therefore the head
of the Conservative party, and this ma o) the most powerful man
in th party. Mr. Macmillan's sympath @re very obviously in favour
of Mr, Macleod's policies; and so h otected Macleod against these

powerful rightwing Tory and ;e% forces, But Mr. Macmillan could

only protect Mr. Macleod a as the Macleod policies paid off., As

soon as the Macleod p;l guffered a severe set-back the behind=-the-

scenes pressures w great that Mr, Macmillan had to sacrifice Mr,
Macleod, This &e‘ eaning of the removal of Ian Macleod from the
Colonial Of$T e result of the Jamaica referendum has contributed
very grqeizzzf the removal of Mr. Macleod from the very important
position o eing one of Britain's three major spokesmen to the outside
world, This in turn, will, I think, mean some important shifts in
Britain's Colonial policy. Just what these will be, only time will tell

Conbarve I¢-C—-\ e -
but thef\decision to curb migration is an important pointer, Iy

=, goodnight,



No 246 Bad Mannex & Bad Behaviour at the Top

NEWS COMMENTARY N
For transmission on

Monday Oct 16 at 6.15p.m

Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: There has been a lot of talk about rs and
behaviour recently. People have mourned that Jamalca ere no longer
as thoughtful of others as they used to be in th \ They have
gaid that Jamaica is losing its reputation asv endly and courteous

€

place, And they have all deplored this tr leaders in our

tourist industry say that this upsurge menners and bad behaviour
will hurt the industry, and if the in is hurt then Jamaica itself
will be hurt. Employers deplore té:\ﬁyﬁ manners of their workers.

everywhere, Things are no they used to be, and the change in

Teachers deplore the mannersEOEEEHbir pupils, The cry is the same
manners has not been g@ best. And so political leaders and
00

business leaders a ¢ leaders are all calling for a return to
good manners a behaviour. And most of these people talk and
behave as tho this deterioration in manners is something which has
happened amdpg the so=-called lower classes only, as though it is only
the poor a the humble who are bad-mannered, And so the appeal for
good behaviour comes from above and is directed to the people down
below, or so it seems, Now I am not saying that this is the case
everywhere, But it is certainly so in a majority of cases, The pnly
bad manners we seem concerned with are those of the masses., But what
of the bad manners up at the top? What of the bad manners of our
political and business and civic leaders? Are we saying there is one
set of rules for the poor and the humble and another set of rules for
the high and the mighty and rich? I do not think any of our leaders

willl say thls but many of them behave as though there is one set of



rules for them and another set of rules for the mass of the people,
And this, I am afraid, is perhaps most pronounced among our political
gentlemen,

I had a personal experience of this double standard last Saturday,
At about a quarter past twelve I was coming out of Torr‘EE:Qn Road
and stopped behind two other cars which were waitin t

up the

Person, Another car was in front of the V.I.FE There was a steady

Slipe Road, In the car immediately in front of m & Very Important
8 :Er.

stream of traffic going up the road and w to wailt quite a while,
But then the V.I.P. got ilmpatient and %‘co do somethi.ng about 1it.
Without looking back he reversed, I N but he reversed smack into
the front of my car, dented the bw and broke the glass of one of
my lamps,., And then, still with ooking back, he swung out across
the street and bulled his to the stream of traffic, I was very
distressed, not so muc @ e damage done as by the attitude of this :
¥ery Important Pe n . It seems to me that the least that good
manners demand in is case was some gesture of apology. I certainly
had no thm@aking an issue out of the accident, but this high
and miggti:jf tude of belng above the normal courtesies of the road
because o is a V.I.P. was most distressing and disappointing. And I.
wondered how anybody who behaves in this manner can demand ahd expecﬁ
others to behave with courtesy and good manners, It seems to me that
much of the bad manners and bad behaviour in our society today stems
from the bad manners and bad behaviour of the people at the top. And
the sooner they themselves set better personal examples, the better

it will be for the whole society. The standards should be the same

for all, otherwise all standards will become those of the jungle,

Goodnight.



No 247 P.L.M.-P.P.P, Merger

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Tuesday Oct 17 at 6.15p.m
Peter ‘Abrshame sn~~king

Good evening: The news that Mrs, Rose Leon's Progressive Labour
Movement and Mr., Millard Johnson's People's Political Pdrigmhave been
merged into one party was not entirely unexpected. t gMmally heople

seem to have been surprised by the announcement@ main this

surprise was due to the fact that Mrs. Leon so long and so

firmly rejected any idea of conducting he@l tics with any hint of

a racial line, This, they felt, would 2) stand in the way of a
merger between Mrs, Leon and Mr, Jo o frankly pushed a racialist
line when he first emerged., But I‘bﬂaﬂk these people ignored a number

of very important factors.

First, I think they the influence that Jamalca and
Jamaicans would exer . Johnson as an aspiring politician, Those
of you who have f 0 Mr. Johnson's progression over the past few

months must ha not®ed certain changes in his approach, He has become
less violent is language; he has eased up considerably on personal
abuse; and We Nas certainly not stirred up the same degree of racial
feeling t he did in his very early days. The responsibility of
party leadership, the business of winning friends and influencing
people, the business of balancing conflicting factions inside his
party, and the very tricky business of holding on to the position of
leadership, all these seem to have had a sobering effect on him, at
least in his utterances, And of course, willy-nilly, Mr, Johnson has
become more sensitive to the basic political mood of the country than
he was when he first started, Jamaica is Jamaica, and while‘the
emotional appeal of Africa is strong, any Jamaican politician who

hopes to succeed must, sooner or later, operate within the Jamaican



frame-work, submitting to the Jamalcan mood to a degree at least, in
order to influence it, Ail this is not necessarily either a conscious
or rational ppocess; but it is very real for all that. And the process
has reached the point where Mrs, Leon, a very old hand at the political

game, feels it safe to merge with Mr, Johnson, And so Ig:t the

new P, P,P, to lay less stress on straight race and e overty and
the working classes and on opportunity. \

Another factor which made for the merger 1 111 and wish for
power, which is the driving motive of all pol ans, Like all
politicians both Mrs, Leon and Mr, Johnso power and they think

that they stand more chance of getti ;4&39 e as a united force, A
General Election is just around t corner, If the P,P.P. and the
P.L.M, put up candidates inde 2::!§'you would have a number of four=
cornered coﬁtests. This woul Egn that the votes of those people who
are against both the PQ d the J.,L.P. would be split between the
two smaller parties, ancelling edch other out and making it easler
for either labour o e P.R.P, to romp home, With the merger the vote
against thé 0 or parties will not be split and the new party will
stand a b chance, This is the hard arithmetic of the gamble for
power, ;h:j:>at, more than any ideals or principles Jjustify the merger
for both Mrs, Leon and Mr, Johnson. The group of P.L.M. dissenters

who are against the merger can be written off, Thelr influence is
slight, Mrs, Leon was the P.L.M. Without her it is nothing; The really
interesting question now, is what influence the new P,P.P. is likely

to have on our two major parties and on the coming general election,

We will have a look at that tomorrow, so till then, goodnight,



No 248 The new P.P.P.& the Major Parties

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Wednesday Oct 18 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: It is very difficult indeed to make any kind of
guess as to what influence the new-style P.P.P. will ha Neither
Mrs. Leon's Progressive Labour Movement nor Mr. John% ople's

Political Party have ever been tested at the pol \ thur Leon

o the fact that the

who now presumably be the P.P.P.'s spokesman e House pf Representati
won his seat on the Jamaica Labour Party t .

mean anything. We do not know wheth

new party can now boast of having one n the House does not
%Leon would have retained

the seat for West Rural St. Andre f had resigned after he and
his wife split from the J.L.P.‘i?ﬂ.then contested the seat on the

P.L.M. ticket,
@ ing to assess the new-style P,P.P.'s
tion? I think the only way in which we can

at this moment in time is by trying to assess

So how do .we go a

chances in the coming

make any sort of gue

the mood and iN}hations of the country: and that is a pretty hard

thiﬁg'to

I ;h:::>our first question should be: 1Is theref a really deeply

felt desire for radical change in Jamaica today? If the answer to this

question is %és t?en it is very likely that the voters will be more
urn to

inclined to/some new party in the hope that it will lead them in the
new direction, Abt PrEINC_UHrer-—Ren® the answer is! no, there=f¥sno—

> then the voters are more
likely to want to stick with the two o0ld established parties with
whose patterns they are very familiar. So the really big question is
the mood of the country,.

| o
We know that there are large pockets of discontent-égshg the



Jamaican communitys: there are people who are homeless; there are people
who are jobless. They see prosperity all about them: they see more cars
than ever before on Jamalcan road; they see houses going up all over
the place; theysee others building fortunes, All this makes their own
homelessness and poverty all the more bitter and &t se them that

nobody cares about them or their conditions, This broad pattern.
Now, 1f these people, the homeless and thee , feel that

nothing can be done about thefrr conditions wi he framework of the

present set-up then they will look for r% easures to change

their conditions and they will look f«@; leader and a new party

to give voice to their bitterness for the radical change they .

want, If, on the other hand, these le feel that there is hope for

change and improvement withowt dlcally upsetting the present order

ant to destroy the present order

then they are most unlikg
completely. My own Q
still

of Jamaicans/feel ey cen get the changes they want without any

that at this moment in time the majority

radical upsett ’Q*tf he present order, They feel that the gap between
the haves d\t have-nots can be narrowed without violence and
revolutign, Yf I am right in this then the coming election will show
a majority for one or the other of the two major parties. The showing
made by the P.P.P. will be an indication of the extent of the desire
for radical change. But the odd thing here 1s that the P.P.P%}iggis
like becoming less radical with each month that passes, Just whap this
will do for its election chances 1s anybody's guess, What is certain is
cannot be

that the P.P.P. xkiXiIxkax regarded as a major force until it proves
itself at the coming election. Goodnight,



No 249 Spell of Bad Weather

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday Oct 19 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahame speaking

Good evening: The weather authorites say that the rrible
spell of bad weather we have had since the start of t s<;§;i is on the
way out., I hope, and I am sure most of you do so 1:0&\\k pe that they
are right, and that we willl have a clear and su end to dry out
our damp houses, our damp furniture and our da othes, I am sure
we can all do with a period of drying out

I suppose the worst thing about three or four days for
most of us has been the damp and ei&ghpage. I have not visited a
single house which did not hav ;:N\gg;ches somewhere on the celling,

‘;? 19
and in some houses water 11te§s y dripped down and had to be caught

in buckets. This, I fe gquite a criticism of our building methods
and of our builders, that look really fine on the outside turn
out to be poor and -built affairs that cannot stand up to three

or four days vy rain without almost coming apart at the seans,
Our buildi e supposed to measure up to certaln standards, but the
number of them after the rain suggests that those
standards must awfully low, Like all too many things in Jamaica the
price is high and the quality is low, This is something we ought to
try and break,

Motorists, too, have gone throughf their own particular brand of
hell over the past three days, especially in Kingston. The traffic
congestion on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday was fantastic. Large
ﬁumbers of people spent one, two and three hours on what was normally

a fifteen-to-twenty-minute journey between their places of work and

their homes, On Tuesday evening it took me an hour and a quarter of

-



crawling at snail's pace to get from the Half Way Tree traffic lights
to the Dunrobin Avenue lights; and there were scores of people for whom
this short journey took even longer. Part of the trouble here was a
lack of thought and discipline. If we had all accepted the fact that

the road was flooded and that we would all get home soo f we

behaved in an orderly and disciplined manner, things @ ave gone
o

a little more smoothly. Unfortunately there were \ f impatient
Qe%'

people who thought it smart to jump the line an ahead of every-
body else, The result was a sort of disorg s?and undisciplined
scramble, with every man for himself Q&vil take the hindmost,
And so some smart driver would swing\ r to the right in an attempt
to rush ahead of the line. Someonew would follow his example, and
someone else, until three and ars were travelling abreast of
each other through a rive er. And then, of course, one or two
stalled and the whole o n came to a halt, And the absence of any
police to control d out the mess made driving home on Tuesday
evening a partioglargightmare, On Wednesday when we did have a number
of police of Xn the scene things moved a lot more smoothly, It
is at tiﬁ these, when the going is rough, that thoughtfulness
and a mea of self=-discipline becomes so very easential, And it is
then that we seem to fall down so badly and become 'me-firsters',

But the most terrible damage of all, to my mind, was the fantastic
amount of good Jamaican earth that was washed away to the sea in the
past few days, Of all the damage this is the most serious and the most

dangerous for the future because land is the life of a people,

Goodnight.,



No 250 Harbour View’Citizen's Association '
# Underground Wiring (follow-up)

NEWS COMMENTARY

For trensmission on
Friday Oct 20 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The other day I had a visit from Mr. Ken Jones,

the President of the Harbour View Citizen's Associationd Jones

wanted to set me right on some information I had go ng, Some of

you may remember that I spoke about the Harbour izen's

Association on Wednesday October the 1lth, I Q? then what a

high regard I had for the Association and ﬁ:g;. and then I said
;Esn,

I disagreed with their latest protest% which was against

the K.8.A.C.'s proposal that the wir street lighting in Harbour

View should run underground., My fe , you will remember, was that
this was a good and safe thing ,should be carried out,

Well, it was about t Mr, Jones wanted to set me right.
Ther/liggort from which taken my information, he said, was not
correct; and to preye s he showed me copy of the letter which the

Association ha ent Mo the Town Clerk on the matter, To get the
record compl ~i~gtraight, let me read the section of the letter
dealing@ is matter, It is this, and now I am quoting from the
letter: e installation of underground wires for the proposed

street lights in Harbour View is another matter which is causing some
concern, I have been informed that the K.S.A.C. Council plans to lay
their wires along the sidewalks and that this qill necessitate the
destruction of the grass and plants which the citizens have been laying
out. We have gone a far way t® instil and encourage civic pride in our g=
people and I think it fitting that at this time we should be given

some assurance that there will be, not only the very minimum of .

destruction, but also speedy replacement, if and when the verges are



dug up." That is what ke is what Mr. Ken Jones wrote to the Town
Clerk about underground wiring. And that, of course, is very differnt
from the news report I saw and on which my commentary of October 1llth
was based. And so I am very pleased to correct the facts. The Harbour
View Citizens' Association is not against underground wi% for street
lights, In f2ct Mr. Jones told me that they are inf @ f it. What
they do want 1s as little destruction of the bea ey have created
as possible; and they want the Gouncil to ass ;<:3§;anibility to
replace as qulckly as possible any verges §:gz;vdig up. And here I:
am in complete agreement with the Harb %Gitizen's Associtaion,
My criticism was based on a publishe<\ report which turned out to
be far from accurate,

There are some other pojin which the citizens of Harbour View
feel very strongly. They y anxious about playing grounds for
their children, At the @ t there is nowhere except the streets or
the tiny backyards houses where the kids can play. And this is
just not good gh ¥or growing youngsters, There is some idea of gettin
them a piece and on the seafront side for playing grounds. I hope

Mr. Keb;ﬁgz:sn oes 1in fact succeed in getting this soon, But crossing

the main d to St, Thomas 1s likely to be a deadly dangerous business
for youngsters and so I should like to see an overhead bridge erected
if the playing fields are located on the other side of the main road.
As far as I am concerned one of the silliest things that happened near
Harbour View was the digging up of miles of sewer mains in order to
widen the road. One day it will cost taxpayers a fortune to lay new

sw¥er mains because sewerage is a coming problem for Harbour View, But

then, its only the poor dumb taxpayers' money., Goodnight,



No 251 1) Select Committee on Constitution

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

Saturday VYet 21 at 6.15p.m

Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: On Tuesday evening the House of Representatlves

unanimously approved Mr, Manley's motion for the settin%of a

Select Committee to prepare proposals for the Consti@

independent Jamaica. This is the first important 2&

f an
the business

of @irafting the new constitution and I am glad as smoothly as

it did, As I told you a couple of weeks b 5;??3 first sitting of the
House after the referendum could so eas % sey off a pattern of
bitter and rather vicious party stri %ch would have been tfagic

of our constitution-making; and soNit good that our leaders have
behaved with thevresponsibilits;?hg ocassion demands, Of course,
behaving in a responsible% does not mean the Opposition must go ‘
along with the governm on every issue, and indeed the Opposition
has made it clear tha oes not intend to do so., Some of the

speeches from the O ition during the debate were so strongly

critical tha h\gb were times when I wondered whether the Opposition
had decide vote against the Manley motlon for the Select Committee.

The Wednesday evening, we had Mr, Clem Tavares' motion
c-1lling on the government to resign and hold new elections immediately,
This one was defeated on a stralght party basis. And xkix these two
things taken together, it seems to me, suggests the pattern of how
things will be conducted over the next few months.,

I think that on the big issue of Constitution-making both parties
will do thelir best to work seriously for what they regard as the best
constitution possible for Jamaica., I think the approach here will in
fact be bi-partisan and the problems will be treated as national ones

transcending party. This will be particularly so in the Committee work.



But I think that when it comes to anything which is conducted in
the full glare of publicity, we can expect a great deal of straight
party politics. And I think we can expect some of this party politiking
to reach new levels of nastiness and bitterness. I shall be only too
happy to be proved wrong but I, for oné, expect some sc‘EEi}F, some
really dirty smears and quite a bit of character ass@ on. And
not all of this will necessarily originate in el ’*\g the two
parties, Some very powerful behind-the-scenes, folMes are likely to

parties themselves will make use of an they can., g

It seems to me that the J.L.P. %Ake the running pretty
strongly. That is the advantage aﬁ\w;yenjoyed by an Opposition. It
can attack and attack and att£g§:§$he party in power has the dis=-

play some not-so-nice politics behind thegs. And of course the

advantage of having to de elf and its record; and that disadvantag
becomes particularly @ en that party has suffered the kind of |
defeat suffered by,th N.P. 1In the‘referendum.

So it see to that the months ahead will show a delicate
balance of b QNE%he-scenes co-operation between the partlies in the
making gi;:jr onstitution, but a sharpening of party strife on the
floor of ®a€ House, on the radio and in the press, The great danger
here 1s that some bright young politician may be tempted to make
party capital out of the business of constitution-making. If anybody
does in fact yield to that temptation then Jamaica's roadféo independence
may become bitter, torn with strite, and perhaps even bloody. A great
responsibility to prevent this rests on the shoulders of the two party

leaders. Goodnight.



No 252 Cold War Among the Communists

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday Oct 23 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Many people hxxiigéit that the curre Berlin
crisis might lead to a shooting war of nuclear weap 82:5;! feeling
this, they have carried the argument a stage furt ay that if
war does come it will be because the Russians wa ar. On the face
of it, this approach is logical and reasona ;:Ek!bushchev has broken
the agreement not to test atomic weapon e ssians have set off more
than a score of @R nuclear explosion past few weeks and the
world is alarmed by the dangers o adig~active fall=-out, But instead

of heeding world opinion Khrus v has threatened to let off an even

bigger and more deadly bom in Berlin the Russians and their East
provocative than at any time since the

German friends have bee
end of the Second VWor Nef, All of which makes 1t reasonable that they

are in fact looking a war, '

And yet Ki?&uth of the matter is that the Russians do not want
war, For a ir struttings and rocket-rattling they are probably
more tef§§::>h of war than almost anybody else, But if that is so, you
might ask, why do they behave in this warlike manner? :

Part, if not all of the answer, was supplied, I think, by the
22nd Congress of the Russian Communist Party which opened in Moscow
on Tuesday of last week, At that Congress, and for no apparent reason,
Khrushchev launched a bitter public attack against the Albanian
communist leaders, accusing them of being Stalinists: and being accused
of Stalinism is today Jjust about the biggest politiéal crime any

communist can be charged with., But of course things are rarely what

they seem in communist=-style péwer politics. And the Cold War that



goes on among the communists themselves 1s a very complex and complicated
thing. Albania, for instance is a very tiny little country of about
11,000 square gmiles and with just over one=-and-a-quarter million
people; she is much too small and weak to defy the giant Soviet Union
with its nearly 9 million square miles and more than 20 1lion

people, Russia could crush Albbhida like a man crushegfa - if the
conflict were simply between the Albanian commun !Ngi the Russian
communists, But it is not. The real quarrel, theNfeal Cold War, is
between Russia and China, The Russians areat kIng Albania because

she has sided with the Chinese in this el, Albania is the first
European country which has chosen to %r the lead of Peking rather
than the lead of Moscow, She is tﬂﬁ‘gg:ge a dangerous example to other
European communist countries,

And behind the Russi se quarrel is the struggle for
leadership of the comm rld., Until communist China appeared on
the scene Russia was undisputed leader of the communist world,

But the Chineseqegre w challenging that leadership. They say the
Russians hav \esoft, that the Russians have now joined the 'haves'
among tE:;:fl 8 and so they want co-existence with the West., The
Chinese, he other hand, want an all=-out war with the West, In order
not to lose the support of other communists in this struggle with
China, Khrushchev has to show just how tough he can be, and so we have
the threats and the explosions, But basically, Russia does not want
war; she has more to lose from it than she has to gain. However, there

is this mounting conflict within the communist camp, and it is this

Cold War that dictates much of Khrushchev's actions today. Goodnight.



No 253 1) The Premier's Visit to the Rastas
2) The ¥oting Age

NEWS COMMENTARY

For tramsmission on
Tuesday Oct 24 at 6.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: ©Some very interesting points came out of the meeting

between Mr. Manley and a group of Rastafarians on Sat c%‘irst
gazd,b

was the news that construction of the oil refinery<q\3i egin within

the next few months, and that while the buildinQé/ ng on jobs
(Lo Lem ¥ S
would be provided for some twelve hundred wor Eggé;mp&it;;;;n—ts

that the refinery will be located in Wes gston and that the
900 permenent jobs it would proveﬁ,la d largely benefit the
of

people of Western Kingston,/whom e as are a sizeable section,
Mr, Manley also mentioned the i:S\\ﬂzt some people 'don't want to
work' and I am very glad he d It is a sad fact but a fact all the
same that many of the p who bawl loudest expect everything to be
done for them and ar erared to 1lift a finger to help themselves,
I hope that when wogk the refinery does begin my Rasta friends will
show that the \not afraid of work and that they can work as well
as the ne , if not better., It seems to me that one of the most
import points about help is self-help., I think all citizens and
all sections of our community are entitled to be given a chance so that
they can help themselves, If any sectlon of the community expects
everything to be done for it: if iggilzxpect to be supplied with free
houses, free water, free lights, free everything, then they should be
told very firmly that Jamaica just cannot affdord this kind of free-
giving and that in any case this kind of living on the dole is a
corrupting thing. Certainly, the poorer sections of any community

is entitled to expect help from the state and the society. But nobody
is entitled to expect charity.



But perhaps the most important point that came out of the talks
between the Premier and the Rastas, at least as far as I am concerned,
was the point made by some Rastas that they need more land roomn,

This made me wonder how many of the Rastafarian brethern would in fact
be prepared to work the land if it were made available, ems to me
that the rastas, as well as other citizens could do ry wonderful job
for Jamaica and for themselves if they were prep \ do some
pioneering. There are large areas of undevel d:EEd uninhabited land.
all over this island., We must develpp thi ndy we must make it bring
forth and feed its people and earn mo our foreign buying. Would
the Rastas and the other landless peoxn@o are now crowded 1nto_
Kingston slums and who have no wo;;,\ydhld they be willing to go out
into the hills and mountains AEEE!ear the land and work on government

supported co=-operative far

It seems to me tha s 1s one of the important new directions
our thinking must e we are to create a decent future for all our
citizens, We be Prepared to pioneer instead of sticking in the
overcrowded,s or of Kingston., There is a lot of iand room for those

who are prepared to work, So let us look inward: inward into ourselves
and inward Into the challenging hills of Jamaica. That is the challenge
to all who want land-room,

Finally, let me say that I am wholeheartedly in favour of the
voting age being reduced to elghteen. Many eighteen-yeaf-old age
paying taxes and I support the slogan: 'No taxation without representatio:

Goodnight
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday Oct 25 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Last night I said I supported the slogan: 'No
taxation without representation'. Tonight I want to dis s the whole
dangerous business of slogans because it seems to me aica today
is in danger of getting slogan-drunk, and that c \ ery bad thing
for the political health of the country.

Now, slogans are a form of emotional l short-hand., They
are popular ;allying cries; they are ca ses used to build up
passions to a point beyond reason, re Just three of a number of
ways in which slogans can be used, ig\bt

us examine these three ways.

First, let us look at it in te‘SEhef political short-hand. No taxtiéidon

without representation is ic example of the slogan as political

short-hand., It states “ r political principle that people should
have

not submit to bein nless they also/the right to participate in

the government ountry. This kind of slogan generally has sense
and meaning qg\hard moral core to it., Then we have the slogan as
the rallyi . This is generally used in times of war, In the
Spanish B§:§> War the most popular slogan was: 'They Bhall not pass',
In the Second World War one of the British slogans during the North
African and Italian campaigns was: ‘'Sock the Wops'., They shall not
pass, has a certain dignlity and declares passionate intention. Sock
the Wops, on the other hand, is racialist and nasty in the extreme,,
because Wop is the British term of contempt for the Italian, So the
rallying cry type of slogan can be either very noble or very nasty.
The third kind of slogan, the catch phrase, is possibly the

lowest form of sloganeering., It is often meaningless when closely

examined, and it frankly plays on ignorance and prejudice and fear.



And this, unfortunately, is the kind of slogan we go in for most here
in Jamaica, Let us look at the most popular slogan in Jamalca today.
It is one word and that word is 'freedom'. I have seen people work
themselves into a fine passion shouting 'freedom'., But when I asked
one of these shouters what he meant he looked shocked i:E:S moment,

t

and then, unable to explain himself, he just shoute me word

e
louder, Now, if a slave were shouting that wor \ d meke sense
because the word would then have a special mea@’n a special context.
But when people who have the right to ele %ovemment of their
choice, when people who can move abou in their own lang and
can speak their minds freely, when ‘E\h ople shout freedom,Ait

: 4

becomes more than a little silly. ey had said freedom to work or

freedom from hunger it would %made more sense, DBut the word Jjust
by itself has no context d that is probably why some poor
misguided people left jobs the day after the referendum and are

now sorry. This sor

thing, it just‘con
thoroughly \

And a fraid the same thing must be said of the latest P.N.P,.

ogan does not educate, does not advance any=-

s issues and undermines stability and is therefore

slogan: wer, Why power? In what connection? In what context? Is it
a threat? i certainly do not like this one any better, I find this kind
of slogan-mongering dangerous, It seems to me that our politicians _
need to remember that slogans are good when they educate and point a
direction and they are bad and dangerous when used to arouse ignorant
and unreasoning passions. Our current crop of slogans are misleading,

confusing and dangerously stupid. Goodnight.



NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday Oct 26 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams spe%king

Good evening: For me the most important and the most pleasing
news of this week was the announcement that a black So frican has
been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for 1960, Bu‘c,-g\bn ws 1is very

s

much more important than as a simple matter o
political
in order to understand the basic/importance? is awarding of the

al pride. However,

Nobel Peace Prize to a black South Afr must know something

about both the Prize and the man, @
So let us first take a lo Nobel Prizes and how they came

O@
about and what they mean, -

A Swedish chemist calldWlired Nobel started working on the
problem of making exp %afe round about 1860 when he was Just
about kkirky twenty In 1863, when he was thirty, he found a way
of combining nit cerin with another substance called kieselguhr,
which made 1 !N{F or humans to handle the explosives, He called the
new comb i stance dynamite, He began to produce dynamite on a
commergia scalé:égg'within a very short time he became one of the
richest men in the world,

Nobel was a good man, a great idealist, and a lover of humanity
and he had hoped that his invention would>only be used for the good
of mankind, But he was a realist as well and he soon realised that
evil men would put his invention to evil use, and this distressed him,
"And so when he died at the age of 63 he left xiixktxxmﬁnnx a fund which
at the time amounted to some £3,000,000 and he directed that the

interest from this money should be divided into five equal prizes,

and these prizes should be awafded each year to persons who have



contributed most to 'the good of humanity'. So each year, since 1901
those persons who have made the greatest contribution for the good of
humanity, have been awarded Nobel Prizes., The five fields in which
the awards are made are: Physics, chemistry, physiology or medicine,
literature, and for the most important work in the intgrest of world
peace., The awards for physics and chemistry are mad t Royal
Academy of §E.ences of Stockholm; that for physio\ medicine is
made by the Caroline Medical Institute of Sto@ the award for
literature is made by the Swedish Academy; & e peace award 1is
made by the Norwegian Parliament. Q~ ’

In terms of money the awards valuable; in recent years
each prize has carried a sum as ;gXas between £17,000 and £20,000,

But much, much more importan heir money value, these prizes
have become the highest for f international recognition in the

world, There 1s no s ther prize in the world, there is no
single other recogn n all the world that carries the honour and
the glory and the tige and the status of a Nobel Prize. This 1is

so because th el Prizes are the only truly international prizes
1y recognise greatness and achievement on a world scale
ouly any consideration of party, colocur, class or creed, It

is the noblest and highest form of recognition any man can attain in
the world today.... And so we come to the black South African, Albert
Luthuli, who this week received this most noble of all awards, Why
did he get it? And what does it mean? And who 1is this man? I will

answer these questions tomorrow,., So till then, goodnight,



NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Friday Oct 27 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Albert Luthuli, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize

for 1960, is a thickset, burly man with a roundish fa He is of the
%%

Zulu tribe and he speaks and moves with all the di the proud
Zulu, He was born in a little tribal village ca outville in
Natal, He is 62 years old and until 1952 he w tribal Chief of
his people, In order to be a tribal chief i th Africa a mmn has

to be approved of by the Government o Africa; which means that

for years Albert Luthuli was reganmn a 'Good Native', by the
white rulers of South Africa, IM\fact*he was a good tribal chief for:
seventeen years and the whi lers of South Africa held him up as
an example of how they ?natives' to behave, And because they
regarded him as a go‘:::2 ve he was appointed to a nﬁmber of
committees that th nment approved of. He was put on the Native
Representative Co 1, which was supposed to advise the government
on 'mative og}hv' and which the government consistently ignored. He
was als mber of the South African Christian Council, a joint
counc@re blacks and whites who were liberal met, and he was a
member of the Institute of Race Relatioms., In 1946 he joined the
African National Congress but he did not do much active work, Then
he went on a visit to Indla as a delegate to the World Council of
Churches; and later he went to the United States to lecture for the
American Board Missions, The very fact that the South African
government allowed him to travel when they restricted almost every
other black man showed that they felt sure of Albert Luthuli, they

were sure of their good native.

But somewhere along the weay, possibly in India, the 'good native'



suddenly began to get out of hand. His Christianity became stronger

but he now said that Christ himself would have opposed the debasing
conditions under ﬁLich black people lived, And then he made a personal
declaration which shook the entire South Africa. I was there at the
time (it was the last time I was allowed into South Af a)., It was

the end of 1952. Luthull declared that for thirty ygers of his life he
had tried the method of pleading and moderation ad got him
nowhere, And so he was now urging all blacks %\Lt openly and
boldly against injustice, But, and this was ost important but,

he wanted his people to use Gandhi's m non=-violence, He wanted
his people to fight against the ev @t e sysf.em but not against the
white people because they were 1% e said discrimination and
prejudice by blacks against ‘t&mld be as evlil as that of whites
against blacks., And so the S;?:;ce he preached was against the unjust
laws and against the racitices, not against the white people,

The Africans ggect Qresident of Congress that year. The government

dismissed him fro s chieftainship., And at the height of the

campaign h s%one of the 156 people of all races arrested and

charged treason, He was released in 1957 but his movementé were
severe restricted and still are, He Eannot make speeches and he can [
s romm sl Fleg
only move within a few miles of where he lives, But his moral 1nf1uence‘k
has become world-wide, And now thedéﬁﬁﬁééﬁlaéﬁéimg has awarded him the
Nobel Prize for Peace, thus giving the racidlists of South Africa the
biggest moral slap in the face they have ever received. And Luthulil is
the first African, not only in South Africa but throughout the continént,

to get this most important of the Nobel Prizes, Goodnight,



3) A Customs Problem ’ |

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Monday Oct 30 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Early yesterday evenlng, when we in Jamalca were
still on the alert because there was the 1ikeliﬁood of Hurricane Hattie
hitting Jamaica, the danger had in fact p“a-séed. But @se we did
not know it because we were still goiﬁng"by the 1‘&“ bulletin
of yesterday morning. It was by the sheerest t that my daughter

picked up and American station on our radio scovered that a plane

which had just surveyed the area/lgzgortqm the stopm was swinging
gently westward and so away from us .@ tW6 hours later our own "
radio stations confirmed this n s.\ weré saved two hours of anxiety
and prepayation_by this acci n&ck;ﬁé up of an American statiény ‘."
and this fact made me wond %her i£ would not be a good idea if, :; .4
in betweeh the officigdmpiNletins, & constant monitoring of Miami &
radio _,s"ﬁétions, wou Q be very /useful when storms are so close, !
As ,t’ﬁings now ar e is a ]{.,dhg and nerve-straining gap between one \
official bull Nand the next’. _ £
The m3® of Hurricane Hattle resulted in one very pleasing
experi@for me, The family decided that we may need something to ¥
dry out the house should heavy rains and storms hit us; So I was sent ‘ s;
into Kingston on Saturday morning to try and buy something., And so it
was that after a number of tries, I ran up aéa.inst the brothers
Flannery who are in the heating and plumbing and ventilation business,
They did not have what I wanted, but unlike the other people, they did
not Jjust shrug and say they did not have it., They made a number of
phone calls and went to endless trouble until they found just the
thing I wanted. And when they finally located a fan heater for me, they

sent one of their own workers to collect it for me., These people did



not have to go to all this trouble; after all, they were not making
a penny out of the deal, Like the other people, they could have said
'Sorry, we don't stock anything like that', Instead, they showed me
an example of the real meaning of sérvice, and it made me feel good
and grateful., So, a public salute to the brothers Flannery and may

more business houses give the kind of service and hegp gave me on

Saturday.

And now for another kind of service., A 1 \fingston received
a gift package for her baby in celebration first birthday. The
gift came from the child's grandmother and and was valued at
£l. 2.6. The Customs Declaration 1 b@ he package showed that it
came from Ireland; so did the p t&stamps. I have the label and
the stamps with me, so I kno But¥when the child's mother went to
clear the parcel from Cust ‘Ear:astoms official told her it came from
Switzerland. The lady sted that thls was not so and pointed to
the label and the s '$:::> After much talk the official decided that
if it was not Swi and then the parcel must come from Germany.
When the la y\ﬁ;ested that this was not so either the customs official
told her id"not have any more tdme to argue so she had better
1eave'\ﬁg:>arcel and come back another time, In desperation the lady
pald duty on the parcel as though it came from Germany. Now, I know
this sounds fantastic, but it is true. And this, God help us, 1is the
kind of service we can do without. This brand of arrogance feeding on

ignorance is what makes mXxxX uncivil louts out of some of our civil

servants and gives the whole service a bad name, Goodnight.,
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For transmission on
Saturday Oct 28 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I hope you have all read Miss Una ¥*arson's
letter in last Wedneday's Gleaner; if you have not I h you will
make an effort to do so because. I think her letter ;: very important.

Those of you who did read the letter will recall \ ss lMarson

discusses the recently formed Committee for ag_ Jamaica, I am
sure we have all seen and heard the adverti% s put out by the
t

Committee for a Better Jamaica and so IQN

need for me to go into that., The C e calls on all of us to

hink there is any

coBoperate in the building of a ®ettey Jamalca and uses the pictures
of sportsmen and other promi ;‘>}gzres as examples to us, Referring
to one advertisement which % a boxer, Miss Marson makes; that
point that boxing ca be regarded as typifying gentleness,
kindliness and love 1ink she has a point. And in any case, the
fact that a man ¢ n faster than all other men, or that he can
stay under a\longer or that he. can jump higher or that he has

citize Furthermore, we can always say that these are exceptional

made ﬁ;::;> ey, does not of itself make him an example of good
people whose attainments we can never match, no matter how hard we
try. So, like Miss Marson, I think the use of outstanding athletes
in these advertisements a little unfortunate,

But even more important than this, and I do hope I am not
misrepresenting Miss Marson's views, is her suggestion that some
concrete pattern of action would prove much more useful than this
costly Courtesy Campaign through press and radio, I agree with Miss

Marson that the basic causes for our current wave of anti=-social

behaviour stem from bad social and economic conditions and that we



must pay attentlon to these conditions if we hope to create a better
climate of behaviour,

I do not think that this is a point that needs to be argued or
that any member of the Committee for a Better Jamailca will dispute it.
Father Sherlock founded Boys Town afterall, and he kno what a great
contribution it has made to the morals and manners @T %es of young

men over the years. The trouble is, and I rath \ this 1is part

of lMiss Marson's point, there is only one Boys . And it seems to
me that two or three more Boys Towns in ey depressed areas of the
island would make a greater long-ter erence than a whole mass of

advertising. And then there is the\ on of the young girls for
whom there is no Girls Town,

I should hate any of yo feel that this is carping criticism,
The Citizens Committee £ tter Jamaica 1s a noble effort and I know

that Miss Marson does t to 'knock' it, and I certainly don't.

money at its d*:;? more practically and for more lasting good than
by using 1 ar® advertising campaign. .

Fin I hope that the authoritigs concerned will close Tom
Redca£>!::>ue to all motor traffic when there are p}erformances at the
Little Theatre., The'nqise oq trgffic spoiled an evening's theatre for

a number of us . o« Closing the Avenue will be no hardship
to anybody and will contribute to the growth and development of the
theatre in Jamaica, So please let us have our theatre without the

noise and rattle of traffic. It is a small thing to ask in the interest

of our cultural health, Goodnight,



NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Tuesday Oct 31 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: At least twice last week it looked as though the

world was on the brink of war., On Wednesday East German police stopped

two m
/am American officialsin East Berlin and would not le hrough until
they their

/kREshowed/mxx identity papers. But the American ment does not
recognise the existence of the East German Con@}\ vernment and it
has given its officials strict instructions acknowledge the
authority of any East Germans, So the t‘sgz-" clals refused to show
their papers, The East Germans woul t the two officials pass

and so a dozen American military p;}\g' in battle-dress and with fixed

bayonets had to go into East Berli o escort the two officials out.

That was the first ineld nd it created an alr of electric
tension in Berlin and ut the world., The Americand alerted
their entire BerlingG on and tanks rolled up to the border between
the Eastern and sectors of the city. The British and French

also alerted ﬁ\i{ orces, The next day East German guards again
tried to he papers and American officials and again they had
to be copted in and out of East Berlin by United States soldiers,
And by this time a dangerous atmosphere of tension had been created,
The point behind these incidents was the occupation rights of what
was once the allied powers = Britain, France, the United States and the
Soviet Union, After the second world war all four powers agreed, and .
this was written into the Occupation Statute, that the officials of
each and everyone of them would have freedom of movement in all sectors
of divided Berlin. Until fairly recently all sides have honoured this
agreement, But lately the Russians have increasingly given over guard

duty at the borders between Eaét and West Berlin to tie East German



2
police, and up until two weeks ago the East German police carefully
avoided interfering with the freedom of movement in and out of East
Berlin of the western occupying powers, Nobody who knows all the details
of the unfolding Berlin situation believes for a single moment that
the East Germanswere acting off their own bat in stopping American

officials. Thef Russians, these experts say, must hafe_kold the East

German to do so in order to probe and test America@ ination.
W

And when the Russians realised that the @L

to get tough with the East Germans they appeare® on the scene themselves,
eigzst

ere prepared
On Friday ten Russian tanks rolled up to Berlin Border and
pointed their guns at the ten Americ t s on the western side of
the border. And so we had on Friday errible picture of the two
most powerful nations on Eakk eé?\g,ﬁbinting guns at each other not
much more than two hundred part, If one of the gunners in one
of those tanks had lost ve, or if the strain had been so much
that he had pressed a<:::>ger in sudden panic, we might have seen

the beginnings ofiznt ost terrible war the world has ever known, That

is how close allvare to the horrors of war these days. Because we
must make n take about it. None of us, not even the smallest island,
will egsca e effects of an atomic war,

An et it is in the very fact that war would be so terrible that
our greatest hope for peace 1s found, Both the Russlans and the
Americans know that whoever wins - if anybody does win - would only
inherit a burnt-up earth, And so neither really wants war. The greatest
danger of all, as I see it, that war may be started by some crazy

accident while these people play thelr power game., Goodnight,
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday Nov 2 at 6,.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The news of the terrible damaged caused to Belize
» Hurricane Hattle
and other parts of Honduras/is most distressing. As I %ned to the
dreadful news of death and destruction, a very str ought crossed
my mind. I wondered how I would have reacted @ known on Sunday
8

evening that when Hattie swung away from us% going to cause
ol

such devastation in British Honduras, all suddenly found
ourselves with the gift of foresight e have prayed Jjust as
hard that Hurricane Hattie pass us\ ould we have said to ourselves:
'We are probably in a much better ition to stand the shock; any city
of ours that 1t might hit {s likely to be flooded by the sea; so
let it hit us instead o ess Belize', Would we have thought like
that if we had kno @ was going to happen? Would you? Would I?
I personally fin possible to answer this question honestly and
with the kno ge that I am being truly honest, I know that the
Christian e by which I try to live commands that I love my neighbour
as mysel aridd I know that my neighbour should be every man, And yet
I cannot™honestly say that if I had known what would happen and if I
had any choice in the matter, I would have prayed for Hattie to hit us
instead of very low-lying Belize, So I think it is just as well that
we do not have the gift of foresight, otherwise we might be shocked
to discover how very weak we are morally, and how few of us live up
to the Christianity to which we pay such faithful lip-service,

In spite of all our great scientific and technical and political

advances, we seem to have made very few strides forward in the past

two thousand years or so. We seem to have leaped ahead in material
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and scientific terms, and to have ma#r taken something less than half
a crawl forward in spiritual and moral terms, Christ taught that man
can/;igz no greater love than by risking the sacrifice of himself for
his neighbour, Nearly two thousand years have passed since He taught
that. In that space of time we have discovered that the earth was
round, we have learnt to move mountains, to fly throu air, to
travel under the seas, to split the atom - and we now on the

threshold of journeys into space. All these t stic advances

in the conquest of our material world, But it seems to me that

we are as far-away from fhe true Chr'is@~ ic today as our fore=-
bears were when Christ walked the e ¢

to realise how very little man has y grown in spiritual and
moral terms over the past 2,000 y .

When the Russians whoge t revolution wrought vast material
changes for the benefi ple's bodies - when they reljected the
Christian ethic as ium of the people', theyreplaced the hope
of Christian im y with the embalmed body of a man in a glass
case and th ecame the sort of religious shrine of communism, So
the spiritu ntent of the new materialism was enshrined by adopting
the mgtho f ancient Egypt of mummifying the dead human body. Hardly
a step ward in the flowering of the human spirit, is it?

These, ladies and gentlemen, were some of the strange thoughts
that passed through mg mind as I heard of the terrible disaster in
Belize, Perhaps it all adds up to the fact that man is not really as
wonderful as he thinks he is: or perhaps great disasters make us stop

and think again of our relations with each other and with God.
Goodnight.

ound it strangely disturbing



Trinidad & Barbados Elections

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

Friday Nov 3 at 6.15p.m

Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: On Wednesday of this week the Government of Trinidad

formally took over control of British West Indian Airways, and although

B.0.A.C., still owns 10% of the éhares, B.W.I.A, is n property

of the government of Trinidad., I was particular \

as a long and intimate

eaged to see
tinue
s chairman of

that Dr. Eric Williams has asked Mr. H.O.B. WQ

the temporary board of management. Mr, WOod\‘r

experience with B.WiI.A., and I think h ices will be invaluable

to the company. I had been a 1ittl that pressure from the
gh

more fanatical of his followers i orce Dr, Williams to drop

Mr, Wooding. Mr. Wooding is_not olitician, and some of the P.N.M.
L people who operate on th intiple of 'You are either for us, or

against us' have hel against him. And then too, there is this

very odd attitude me dark West Indians of hostility and

suspicion of any ow dark person who has made a great success in

business, Y \ll often hear the so-called strong nationalists complain
that all catains of high finance and big business are white, and

yet whhé:3>black man attains to that position they tend to attack

and denounce him. So all in all, I am véry glad that the Trinidad
government has seen the wisdom of keeping the services of Mr,

Wooding.

I was also particularly pleased with Dr, Williams' statement that
his government had made provision for the participation of other West
Indian governments in the B.W.,I.A. venture, When the Trinidad take-cver
was first announced there was talk here in Jamaica of our setting up

our own national airline, I hope this was no more than talk, I think



it would be both foolish and an unnecessary expense for Jamaica to
set up a national airline just to show 'face', We do not need a

national airline., All the international airlines are still at our
disposal, they still come into Kingston and Montego Bay to take us
wherever we want to go and brine us back., And B.W.I.A, all the
link we really need with the Eastern Carlbbean, So@pe we will

o
not be foolish about this national airline busn t would be very

much more useful to us would be a well organis ernal Jamaican
air taxl service which can take us from of the island to the
other in short.time and at a reasonab re,

And talking about duplication\ nk Dr. Jagan's idea of a

university college for British d&*ﬁgp
with ite very small populati es not need a university college of
its own., I think the un

is equally unfortunate., B.G,

college of the West Indies with its
branch in Trinidad w@ well satisfy all our needs and will cost
much less than a wh eries of university colleges; This fragmentation
and duplicati o rvices can be very costly and can, I think, create
an ugly ne Qegsbf insularity.

Fin word about the Trinidad and Barbados general elections
whichgboth be held on December 4th, Present indications are that
Dr, Williams' P.N.M. will have no trouble winning in Trinidad. Reports
from Barbados, on the other hand, suggest that things do not look as
bright for the ruling Barbados Labour FParty. It seems that the young
men of the Democratic Labour Party have made great strides, and unless

Sir Grantley Adams moves with care he might find himself with no power

in both Port of Spain and Bridgetown, Goodnight,



NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Saturdey Nov 4 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The British Government has now definitely decided
to limit migration from the West Indies to Britain, I think we all
know that Jamaica is one of the places that will b EJc%eriousl;\,r
affected by this decision, Officially the decis lies to the
entire Commonwealth as well as to the Irish R « The Bill which
will bring this decision into effect, as _ha first reading in the
British Parliament., As far as I am conc this Bill is a mere
formality. Unless the British Gov has a sudden change of heart,
which is most unlikely at this :Vge\
its stages without trouble ?b\ecome law very soon., The terms of

the Bill are such that Qo can describe 1t as being any kind of

the Bill will pass through all

colour-bar law. But :e dy knows that whatever the legal nice‘t.ies
- might be, the intr p#¥0n of this Bill would have been most unlikely

if the migrants the West Indlies were of the same skin colour as
the genera ¥~ﬁ&ace of great Britain. As I have told you before, inm
during nce the second world war, more Poles, more Hungarians and
more f&::;hen have entered Britain than West Indians and no thought of .
limiting migration came up until the large flow of coloured West
Indians, S0, as far as I am concerned, this 1s.in fact a decision
based on colour, and I am bitterly against it. But I am afraid the
British government has made up its mind and I frankly do not see how
we can unmake it now, So where do we go from here?

The Jamalca government has set up a group to study the implications

for us of this decision. I am glad of this because we will have to

think about this problem and tackle it, For instance, I see one of



the most serious and dangerous implications of this restriction as
causing a vast unemployment problem here in Jamaica. Things have looked
much brighter than they really are because migration has been a safety
valve easing the pressure of unemployment, When that safety valve is
closed, we are going to have a really big problem on our hands., And I
do not see how we are going to be able to cope with t‘si;sroblem, unless
we do some very careful planning and make some ve@ decisions,
When other countries have faced severel unemp ‘EQNE heir governments
have taken control of the unemployed by se %work camps and
labour battalions and these have been u %ea‘o national projects
like building roads or dams or recl ng land, I should like to see
a special labour force of memploy@d on a national project of
building permanent terracéng fo?‘{apaica's hillside land., This will
both help ease unemployme t%ave the Jamalilcan earth, large amounts
of which is being washe today.

One of the thinich has always worried me about migration
was the fact th s any children were left behind. The migrants who
left Jamaica ﬁg:re 1955 and 1960 had almost 97,000 children between
them, But 6,500 children left the lsland during that periodm which
means@ mething like 90,000 were left behind, often in the care
of casu acquaintances, How are these children going to grow up? What
kind of home=-life, what kind of love will they know? This is another
problem which lies ahead of us, It is another problem about which we
must think and for which we must plan., The challenge of this British
decision is that we must now think and plan for our own salvation. And
if we dont face up to this challenge then a whole heap of trouble
lies ahead of Jamaica, From here on it is up to us alone to shape our

future, Goodnight.



& Operation Belize

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Monday Nov 6 at 6.1l5p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: It now looks as though the death roll in Belize
is likely to end up somewhere near the thousand mark, t is the

terrible extent of the disaster which have befallew/ Bpi h Honduras
in the wake of Hurricane Hattie. But for me th }\“i t tragedy is

the tragedy of living: the tragedy of the childfen and the homeless
old people, and the horror of people be ven from such shelter

as remain by snakes seeking shelter, et, in a way, our minds
tend to refuse to accept the full \ of this great tragedy. We

know it is terrible and we expr&Vr sorrow and we are prepared to

do whatever we can to help, omehow the starkness of it all
cannot sink in all the rhaps it is just as well, Perhaps this
is one of the ways 1 the human mind protects itself against too

great a burden of h@mpor, because if the mind were exposed to more
hopror than \\iin and it might break under the strain. And so I
$hink it 1 t*we have this appearance of detachment which is the
way irm our minds prfotect our sanity., And it is what we do that
shows o wareness of the greatness of the tragedy of Belize,

And there has been a great wave of awareness, Britain, the United
States, the countries of Latin America have all sent help in the form
of food medical supplies and badly needed water, The Federal Government
has launched an appeal for a British Hgnduras Hurricane Relief Fund,
and it has put the two Federal ships at the disposal of the effort for
the relief of Beltish Honduras, Jamaica is to act as the co=-ordinating
centre of this federal relief effort, And Jamaica itself has of course

been one of the first places to go into action., The Daily Gleaner hes



opened its own Relief Fund and military and police forces have gone
from Jamaica to help restore order,

With all this going on many of -us may feel that things are under
control, We read and hear that relief of all kinds - food, clothing,
medicines, building materials, are pouring in in a stea stream, And
this may lead mx some of us to relax and feel that v $§E:>

sglves need

not do anything., I think such an attitude would o be a very

serious mistake, I think we are very far fro d of this horror

yet. The city of Belize has been practicall royed; there is no
list yet of the vast numbers who are ho and typhold 1is a
dangerously serious threat which co out at least as many
people again as did Hurricane Ha ti&& 1 this means that there is an
enormous job ahead.

The first and most imp immediate task is to ensure the
health of the people, %ors from the University College left
for B.H. yesterday a large number of others who are now carrying
out a massive ino ion campaign to try and beat the threat of an
epidemic., Pra they succeed because 1f they do not a very large
segment e entire B.H. population may be wiped out. Then there is
the fe ngd) and the people; and then there 1s the restoring of safe
water and light. And then the will be the big task of rebuilding Bellize
which is likely to take a very long time, So please, there is no reason
to ease up. The people of British Hunduras have need of every penny
we can give them, It is going to take years to restore the great damage

done and they are going to need the help of everyone of us, So please

give all you can. Goodnight



NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Tuesday Nov 7 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I am glad to see that Jomo Kenyatta is back in
London after an absence of something like sixteen years, For half that
length of time he was either in prison or else restr @n the remote
nothern territory of Kenya. But now Kenyatta is bq\iao the political

stage and it looks as though things are likel rt moving in

East Africa, Up to now West Africa and the have been the parts

of Africa which have commanded most wo Pention., But from now on
I expect East Africa to get its ful of attention, and I think
much of that attention will be cus around the personality of
Jomo Kenyatta. Of course, J 1j§~h§2rere, whose Tanganyika becomes
independent next month, wi so be very much in the limelight: but

African scene. So brought Kenyatta to London?

for the time being, aGS t, I expect Kenyatta to dominate the East
When he was his unrestricted freedom earlier this year,
Kenyatta was \accepted leader of all the African political groups
in Keny h*the major African parties - the Kenya African National
Union Bpd ghe Kenya African Democratic Union - claimed him as their
leader, Both had demanded his release, and the leaders of both parties
had declared that they would surrender leadership to Kenyatta as soon
as he was free,
When Kenyatta was released he tried to bring the leaders of the
two parties together. The Kenya African National Union was the party
But it was on
which had won most seats at the last election./The Kenya African
Democratic Union that the Governor called to form a gbvernment. The

leaders of K.,A.N.U. naturally resented this, and rivalry between the



two parties was also fanned by minority groups like the white settlers
who have no liking at all for what 1s happening in Kenya today. And
so Kenyatta faced hies first big challnge when he tried to bring the

two parties together. A conference of the two parties was held at which
Kenyatta urged them to sink their differences and forﬁoalition

government. But in spite of his considerable influ€nge, e conference

broke down and the old familiar charges agains N kuyu were trotted
out, It was said the K.A.N.U. was really a Q}arty and the Kikuyu
were planning to take over Kenya and to k‘ce all the other tribes.
Now it is true that the Kikuyu are 13gpgest tribe in Kenya and that
the majority of the Kikuyu support\%ﬂ. But K.A.N.U. is definitely
not a tribalist party. A number’i;)ﬁs leading personalities including
Tom Mboya, are not Khkuyu me of the settlers are doing their
damnedest to create tri isions, and the breakdown of this attempt
at unity was in fact tler- victory. After the breakdown, Kenyatta
accepted the le r of K.A.N.U. and his trip to London is to ask
the British Gxign nt to hold new constitutional talks,

I ho ritish government will agree to these talks, I also
hope theqAWI1IXl not be influenced by settler attempts to create division
along t al lines. The settlers dream of having a sort of casting vote
in the power set-up of a tribally divided Kenya, is very dangerous and
could lead to frsh trouble., Kenyatta's way, the way of a united and
independent Kenya without barriers of tribe or race, is the only way

to a peaceful future for that country. Goodnight
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For tramsmission on
Wednesday Nov4¢ at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: To my mind possibly the most depressingly cynical
pilece of news out of the West Indies last week was Dr, Williams'

statement that he had all along intended not to abid e decisions

on Federation reached at the London Conference l Williams

saild that even if the people of Jamaica had -g s' in the referendum
he never intended to accept the London deci And he gives as his

reason for keeping silent until now the @ hat he d4id not want to

be involved in the Jamaieca referen %
The position then is this, Williams had been frank and

honest and declared himself at La ter House, the London Conference
would have broken down., Jamai ould then have withdrawn from the

federation without the business of holding a referendum, Instead

we were glven the ion that agreement had been reached and that

the way was clea Jamaica to remain in the federation if her people
so decided. now Dr. Williams tells us that the federation would
have bee igger mess if Jamaica had voted 'yes', Perhaps it
is Jju as\well, in the light of Dr. Willliams' statement, that the
What is so depressing about the whole

people of Jamaica did vote [(no', AXIXIxWIIIXRAXXXEXIKAEXARXEREXWHE
ENpRErkERXRERRRREX@R business was this fooling of the people into the
belief that agreement had been reached and that this agreement would
be hanoured by all our leaders, I supported federation but in the
light of this Williams revelation I think it is Jjust as well that
we are out of it and all our energies can now be devoted to creating
in decent life her in Jamaica.

The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh are due to begln a State

Visit to Ghana tomorrow; and ﬁhat was planned as a Jjoyous visit has



2
turned out to be charged with concern and anxiety. Many people are
frankly worried about the visit and many voices have been raised in a
demend that the visit be called off, Last Sunday evening the British
government sent Mr., Duncan Sandys, the Commonwealth Relations Secretary,

hurrying off to Accra to explore the situation on the spot and decide

whether the Queen should go through with the visit, tllere was
worldwide speculation that the visit might be ca « Mr, Hugh
Gaitskell raised the matter in the House of on Monday and Mr,
Meacmillan told an anxious parliament that h nothing new to say.

Now all this anxiety about the Qu aféty stems from the
fact that on Saturday a bomb was 1 y the political enemies of

Kwame Nkrumah, This bomb damag i‘\i bronze statue of Nkrumah, and
there is an air of tension ‘S}!faessness in Accra today. I think

it is pretty obvious that S:British Government 1s not happy about

this visit. So why no call off the visit? Because to call off
the visit now woul admit that there 1s a crisis In Ghana, and
it would also be ow at the prestige of President Nkrumah at a time

when he ca N afford to let his prestige suffer. If the visit were
called w Nkrumah's enemies could use it to rally support against
him, d I am reasonably certain that Nkrumah himself ig pressing
for the visit to go through. My guess is that Mr., Sandys went to Accra
to ask Nkrumah for a postponement which Nkrumah turned down for
political reasons., So tomorrow's State visit looks like going through
unless Nkrumah's enemies let off more bombs, All in all, this is a very

tricky political situation which we can only hope will pass without
incident. Goodnight.



NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmissjion on
Thursday Nov@ at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: A few evenings ago I met a very attractive young
woman wWho had come out to Jamaica from England to join her husband who
is doing a contract job here., She was a friendly an ‘;Eg,ing sort of
person but she seemed frightened and on her guard egially with the
Jamaican men at the party. She seemed to like@ and Jamalcans
very much; she talked like someone who had : 4
the place and the people: and yet she waszfa.'ous to leave Jamaica, I
asked her why she was so eager to 1@ lace she obviously loved
and it took me quite a while to e€\\g' eason out of her, And the
reason was Jjust about as depresgfagfgé any reason could be,

When this woman firstear here she had been struck by the

allen in love with

charm and warm friendlip Jamaicans, And then she had gone down=-
town on her first o @ d shopping expedition. And as she would have
doné in England, nt down to the bus stop with her shopping basket
on her arm, !\efo ble started when she got into the bus., Some ignorant
person todd the bus was not for people like her, and made some
nasty gem s which made her feel unwanted and out of place. And the
terrible hing was that nobody spoke up for her. If any prejudiced
Jamaican

white person had made such memarks to a ¥ExkxImskax on an English bus,
at least half a dozen English people would have turned on that person
and put him in his place. But no-one on that Jamaican bus came to her
defence, But worse still was to come, |

When she got off the bus three young men walked behind her calling
out the most filthy, lewd and suggestive rems=rks you can think of,., And

these young louts were not soft about it. They did not seem to mind who

else heard; and the people who did hear Just went about their business



as though nothing out of the way had happened. And this, I think,
distressed the young woman even more than all the dirty remarks., She
knew th-t this sort of thing does not happen in Jamaica only. Filthy
remarks had been flung at her on English streets., But there passers-by
who heard were qilick to turn on such young louts and eﬁ' cuss them

out or give them a cuffing or else hold them and c olice, And
80 it seemed to her that as on the bus, so on the s NO one came
to her aid because Bhkeg was an outsider of a nt colour; and

being sensitive she felt unwanted, and so %as she loved Jamaicé.
she wanted to leave, Q~

But what this young woman did aiise was that this sort of
thing does not happen to her' on & does not happen to lighp-skinned
people only. It is common o :‘E!g;ets of Kingston and it is our own

dark girls who are possibl worst victims of this crude filth, I
am sure very many of peclally the men, can tell of seeing
ordinary Jamaican Ppeing molested or called to., I once watched to
see if a policema uld do anything about a couple of young men who
walked beh &irl calling out to her in really filthy language. The
policem rd them but did nothing. And it is in this business of
doing’hzzging that we are all as guilty as these dirty-minded young
louts., By looking away and pretending that it is none of our business
we encourage rudeness and bad manners, and these sooner of later, lead
to crime and violence, So please, next time you see this filthy calling
out going on, make it your business to interfere, You'll be surprised
to find out what cowards these foul-mouthed people are, Let us stop

them for the sake of the good name of Jamaica, Goodnight,



The Bus Strike & Harbour View Citizen Association

Special

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

Friday Nov., 10 at 6,15 p.m,
Peter Abrahams speeking

Good evening: Once again, eand for the second  time this
year the people of the Corporate Area are without a bus service.
You will remember that it was in February of this yeér that we
had the lest strike and it lasted for three days during which all
of Kingston walked to work and to school, At that time the J,0.S
workers were protesting egainst the dismissal of an inspector, A
government appointed Tribunal later ruled. that the company had been
justified in dismissing the inspector. But this, of course, did
not alter the fact that thousands of eitizens had suffered great
inconvenience, So, in that last strike the workers were proved
wrong, Are they wrong again in this one?

The enswer is yes; they are as wrong today as they were in
February., According te the law, snd remember public transport
comes under the Essential Services, they should heve obeyed the
compeny's instructions and then raised the matter with their
union, Thet would have been the correct and legel way of going
about the me&tter, But they discovered in February that they
could break.the law and get away with it; and so they have taken
the law, into their own hands once more, But let me add that I
do not think the company is completely without fault in this ecase,
I think that if the company had discussed this-clocking-in issue
with the workers' representatives in advance we would not now be

~

in this mess, To spring a thing like this on the workers with-
out prior discussion shows bad labour relations, ~ But this does
not alter the fact that the workers have once again bfoken the
Essentiel Services law, and I am sure it is because they feel
they will get away with it again, And for this the government
must take a big share of the blame,

The one good thing that has come out of this bus strike is
the magnificent action of the Harbour View Citizen's Association,
I heve told you before now what a high regerd I have for the
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Association. Now it has won my unbounded admiration by set=-
ting us a very good practical citizenship in action,

Last night the leaders of the Associstion decided to arrangé
their own transport so that the working people and the children
of Herbour View could go to work and school today, They arranged
to charter a bus at a cost of £3, 0. O a trip. They then got
a loudspeeker van and drove through the streets telling the citizens
thet they had chartered this bus and that it would leave Harbour
View Post Office at 6,30 this morning on its first trip/into
Kingston and at 7,30 on a second trip. And this evening, they
said the bus would make its first trip back to Harbour View start-
ing from the Kingston Post Office a little after four. And it
would return for a second and, if necessaryy a third trip. As 1
said, the cost of hiring the bus is £3, 04,0 a trip. The bus can
only carry 30 people a trip. But the Association is cherging '
each passenger only a shilling a trip with helf price for school
children. So they are going %e lose money on this business, and
the Association will have to _make up the loss,

As far as I eam concermed this is the rarest and finest example
of citizenship in action, that I have seen in a very long time, '
Talking about good citizenship is very easy. Acting it out is
not so easy; and this is whet mekes the Harbour View Citizent's
Association so unigque in Jamaica today; it acts out its professions
of good citizenship, In this it is an example to 211 of us,
Goodnight, :



NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Saturday Nov 1# at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I am glad to see that the Joint Constitution
Committee of our Legislature has decided to write int proposed
constitution for an independent Jamaica the inhere ights of

citizenship. Now this word inherent is very 1i t « It means
something which is a part of you, somethingw

natural, That which 1is inherent to you ot be taken from you except

and basic and

life itself is taken from you. And d inherent makes a world
of difference to me as far as the S&\i t discussion of A Bill of
Rights for Jamaica is concerned.

Let me confess quite that right from the moment that this

talk about a Bill of Rig! Mes raised, I was suspicious and on guard,
I was nelither for nst, but I was very curious. And to a large
extent I still a e curious, Now I am no constitutional lawyer
and I cannot I do not want to discuss this thing in high-flown
terms; s e you will bear with me if I look at this thing in
very pgact™cal terms, In the political tradition of Great Britain

the people have certain rights that are inalienable, rights that cannot

be taken away from them, and their constitution merely affirms these
rights which already exist. In most other democratic countries the
constitution gives certain rights to the people., And asg you know, that
which is given to the people by the state can also be taken from the
people by the state., So here we have two very different approaches

to a Bill of Rights: first where the state recognises rights which

are inherent or inalienable to the citizen, and second where the

gstate gives rights to the citizen; and as I said that which has been



2
given can be taken away. And yet it is these kinds of rights, the
rights that can be taken away because they were given, that people
who want Bills of Rights often press for most. Let us take the example
of the right to property. For some people this is a more sacred right
than the rights to life and liberty (except their own, of course). And
so it was that even in Britain there was a time when e were hung
for stealing a sheep., Of course, if you do have wve property

you are almost bound to value wem this as higth he life and

liberty of those who do not have propebyy, e demand that the
sacred right to property be entrenched i % of Rights is really
an attempt to stop the redistributio he wealth of a country. What
has in fact happened where the sac } ht of propetpy has been
entrenched and the mass of the ﬁg\g}p were miserably poor 1s that

you have had revolutions o the Right of Left. But the defenders
of the sacred right of do not seem to learn from this., In
Jamalca today we hav the legal safeguards necessary for property,
and if these saf were entrenched in our constitution that should
be enough, ObRger ople would lim;t the power of parliament. But to
limit the \f parliament would in fact be to limit the power of
the pé:;::z the running of their country. Clumsy and silly and out
of touc it sometimes is, parliament is still the truest expression
of the will of a people evolved under democratic government., All we
need is to entrench the rule of law without limiting the power of
parliament, Ours is a changing, growing society which cannot afford

to entrench any vested sectlonal interests in a Bill of Right. So

let us stick to the rights which are the inherent aspirations of all

men, Goodnight.
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& the Rule of ia&

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday Nov 13 at 6.1l5p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

P

Good evening: Our latest bus strike was bad enough in ifself:

i'p)put scores of thousands of people to great hardshi%lupset the
- a

=
schooling of large numbers of our children complet€l izﬁflowed
down Kingston's business very badly. And peop ’,\t , and are,
understandably angry and bitter about all s I think the feeling

of most citizens was summed up by the 1 el which appeared on the

front page of last Friday's Star an was signed; 'Tired Traveller',
In this letter 'Tired Traveller' m\ ed the news of a week earlier

when the J.0.S. had paid its wo;hgar'approximately £35,000 in back

__pay, and suggested that with that money in their pockets the
workers d4id not feel 11 g anything until they had spent their
sudden riches., 'Tire veller' then suggested that i1f these people

no longer wishedgto rk they should make room for the vast army of
unemployed, y o® whom would Jjump at the chance to take the jobs of
these stri I have found the views expressed by Tired Traveller
prettx\izjf read among people who have been the victims of this

latest strike.

in terms
Another view, which I think is very much more serious frmzmxihe
of our future,
Izrgxkeroxpainkxafxxiw, has to do with the way in which this strike
has undermined our respect for the rule of law. People have said
'What is the good of having this Essential Servaéces Law iff anybody
can break it and get away?' And some others have said: "The law in

workers, had broken the law there would have been some firm and quick

action'. And you know, there is enough validity in these remarks for



us not to be able to Just dismiss them. And this, I feel, is a very
serious situation.

The law, any law, can only operate successfully as long as the
citizens of th: country accept it, respect it, agree to live by it, and
know that it will apply impartially to all of them. An f they accept
that much then they will also accept the right of Qx e to enforce

that law if any citizen or group of citizens bre hat is the
essence of the rule of law, And for the survi the continuvation
of the rule of law enforcement is important?ﬁ authorities” must

be able to punish those who break the Q&

If at any time anybody can br law and get away with it,
then there 1s either something ofg\w th the law, or with the enforce=-
ment of the law, or with bo :E\’g;n Mr. Seivright, the Minister of
Home Affairs, told us in a“gt@tement on Friday that it is extremely
difficult to prosecu essfully under the Essential Services Law,
we are entitled to ‘::j)Lat something is wrong with the law. A law
which cannot be ced is a bad law, And since the government is
responsibl oN, the passing of our laws, they must be held responsible
for thi law, They must either rewrite the law so that whoever
break@an be successfully prosecuted, or they must scrap it
altogether., To wash their hands of this responsibility is to contribute
to the break-down of the rule of law,

To my mind then the most serious long-term harm done by this
strike is the way in which it has undermined respect for the rule of
law in the minds of large numbers of our citizens., And that is very

dangerous for the future, Goodnight,



NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday Nov 16 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I have found reactions to the latest developments

in Britain's moves to restrict coloured immigrants, mo interesting

and most revealing. I think we all knew right fro rt that
colouf came into this business, Most of us sail er publicly
or among ourselves, And yet when the British cretary, Mr,
Butler, announced yesterday that the restr 8 would not apply
to the citizens of the Irish Republiec, f us reacted with shock

and horror. Why the shock and horr all knew this was a colour
bar thing. I had said so a numb j?‘t mes on this programme; the last
time I said so was as recen :E\!gglve days ago, on November the 4th.
The only new thing that ha h;;pened is that the British Government
has decided to give Q retense that this is not a colour bar

c

decision., Are we t ked and horrified because the British

government has 4 d to be frank and honest? Or is it that we would
have prefe t to have this ugly thing come out into the open?
That we ave preferred to go on hoping that it might not really
be ba colour?

I think it is a mixture of both: we would have preferred the
fiction to go on; we would have preferred to go on hoping that it was
not straight colour, no matter what it looked like, I think this is
8o because Jamaicans, and indeed most people who have been under
British colonial rule, have always cherished a strange and very deep
faith in British Justice,??g British fairness, There has been a sort
unspoken belief in the moral superiority of the British over almost

all other men. And when you set people up on that sort of pedestal

you expect more from them than you expect from lesser men; and you also



give more of your loyalty and your faith to them than you would to
others. And so we have the concept of the Mother Country, charged
with all that the word 'mother' implies. For most of us 'mother' means

trust, love, safety, security, someone to whom we can always turn in

times of trouble., And now the mother country has let down and in
the process she has destroyed one of our most cher d lusions,

In effect she has said that even in this Commo \ empire there
is a difference between white and black, She id that Irishmen

who are not even British subjects will bggaliowéd in without any
restrictions but Jamaicans and other red people who are British

subjects will be restricted, And t t us face 1t, i1s the view of

the majority of British citizenN
And yet, you know, we d‘§:ﬂ}ves contributed to this situation.

I am not saying that th not have happened 1f we had behaved

differently. What I g 1s that we made it easier for the British

to take this action will remember that out of self-interest

Trinidad rejeg&:i edom of movement among West Indians in the West

Indies., An ritish tories have used this to Jjustify their action.
And whe n Jamaica decided that we had no obligation to the wesker
and sm islands of the West Indies, we made it easier for Britain

to decide that she was under no obligation to us. And so it that once
more we are seeing meanness, selfishness,ax® small-mindedness and
prejudice being used to Jjustify even greater meanness and selfichness
and small-mindedness and prejudice, And in the process a very great

and a very noble idea is dying: but I'll tell you about that tomorrow:
so till then, goodnight,



; The Commonwealth Aspect

NEWS COMMENTARY
" PFor transmission on
Friday Nov 17 at 6.1l5p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: When Mr, Menley condemned the British decision to
restrict migration, in a statement issued in London on Tuesday evening,

he said: "The Commonwealth will never be the same aiz%l am prepared

to go a stage further: I think it is only a matt me before the
Commonwealth falls apart., Indeed, I think th@qweahh idea and
ideal is dying right before our eyes, And f the Commonwealth
stayed together for the next ten or fis, it will be as a

thing of convenience. It will be as@ e union based on self-
interests with each member bein 1N ust for what he can get out

of it. The idealism, the visioi}‘bﬂ% striving for a universal pattern
of political morality wil one out of it. And it will cease to
be one of the greates s for peace in the world, And the great
example of men of t races colours and creeds and of different
countries with t cultural backgrounds working and striving
together for \same ideals - that great example will be lost to the
world, p forever,

W, the Commonwealth and no part of the Commonwealth has ever
really achieved this great ideal., It may well be that it is in any
case impossible to achieve this ideal, But the very act of striving
for a great ideal makes those who strive for it more noblexamEXXIVEX
and invests their lives and what they do with grandeur.

But what do all these fine words mean in reality? The world in
which we live today is a pretty sorry sort of place, It it divided
‘on lines of race, of colour, of class, as well as on lines of political

ideology. Some parts of it are rich, others are poor; some people in

it are permanently underfed while others have more than they can eat



and have to destroy surplus stocks of food so as to make sure prices
do not fall because of a glut on the market.

Into this rather sorry world, and out of the grecatest empire of
this century came the British Commonwealth, It came almost by accident.

And Britain was at the centre of it. And the idea was at this empire
which had been transformed into a commonwealth cou € op into a

free
strong community of/nations, scattered all over ﬂ\e; 1d, in which

one day
all the citizens would/enjoy the same basic f‘gE%sns. The idea was
that in the economic field they would al J;E!‘together to their best
mutual economic advantage., The stron thelp the weak, the rich
would help the poor, those with s kills and know=how would help
to train those without. And so 8tandards would be raised and a common
prosperity achieved for all n a world torn by strife and fear and
hunger and conflict, th %onderful idea, If this idea succeeded
it would be an examp 11 men. It would show that men could change
the world in which <i::}ive,that men could destroy prejudices of
race and colour ut having to make rEymimximrx violent and bloody
revolutio ggﬁt to succeed, someone, one country, had to lead in the
journey ds this ideal, That country could only be Britain. She was
the s@st, the oldest, the most experienced, the richest, And to
lead successfully she had to be the symbol for all the other members,
For years Britain was that symbol., Now she has decided that the price
of being the symbol of that great ideal is too high because it means
racial integration in Britain itself, And so we are witnessing the
death of what I consider the noblest ideal of the 20th centomy.

Goodnight,



= — NEWS COMMENTARY
E? For transmission on
l J Novsgd at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Every now and then some listener brings to my
attention some matter which seems impossible, someth fantastic
that if the listener did not supply me with proo:tj\}Nw he particular

thing had happened, I would refuse to belj.eveQ~ ant to tell you
of one such event this evening.

I have in my possession right now silope which was posted
on the 13th of December 1960 and wh lly reached its destination

on the 27th of, October, 1961, Thi;\\e lope contained a cheque settling
there
an account. It was posted at Cros oads and the post office/has

—— ¢learly date-stamped it asqhaying passed through their hands on
' December 1l4th, 1960, %er with the chegue in it was going to
V an address not ver !@om Cross Roads,., But between the time when
it was date-stam the Cross Roads post office, and the time it
reached wher \was going, ten solid months passed, Unbelievable,
isn't 1t?% it happened and I have the evidence, and I will be
only (o] ad to show it to our Postmaster General any time he wishes
to see it., It is a cold hard fact that one important letter settling
an account took ten months to go from one part of Kingston to another.
Now, I am not saying that this sort of thing happens every day;
but it does happen and I am afraid it heppens a little too often for
us to dismiss it as just one of those rare freak accidents, We have
heard all too often of letters taking ten days or a week or a month
’} “or longer to get from one part of Kingston to another. So this ten

l month thing is jﬁst an extreme example of something which has become

all too common in our postal service.



Let me give you another example which is less dramatic but
equally serious, A letter which was clearly addressed was posted
in St. Ann's Bay on September 2lst., It wag not delivered in Kingston
until October 28th., And the post office explanation was that it had
been incorrectly delivered in the first instance and ‘EE:)the person
| f

to whom it was delivered did not return it to th @
N

immediately. Now the striking thing about thgf anation by the
post office was that it was not a letter w to this particular
person, It was a stencilled letter and@of it, October 25th,
was stencilled too. This, as yoﬁ kn@ s that a large number of
copies of this explanation, all dat tober 25th, must have been

printed, otherwise you do not cut stenckl, So I think it is reasonable

ice

to assume that there must ¢a en quite a large number of so=-called

which the Post Officé out this standard explanation,

wrongly delivered le ¥¥ch turned up a month or more late and for
e

Surely, th t be something seriously wrong if one of our
biggest gove ht rganisations function like this, And I do not
think jugt ing the blame on the postmen is all the answer., In the
main e ré a hardworking bunch of men who try to do their best. But
if the leadership they get is poor, if planning is poor, then their
best will not be good enough, And the leadership, in this case, is
the Ministry of Communications. The House of Representatives is due

to meet soon, I hope some bold M.,H.R. will raise this mess at the

Post Office on the floor of the House., Goodnight,



NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Monday Nov 20 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: It is perhaps appropriate that the last Constitution
Day before Jamaican indepeddence should see the countr leaders

making
once more wrestling with she problems of/a constityfion d this one

should be the final constitution for as far ahe r\ the future as

we can imagine. So the one that is now in thQﬂng is by far the

most important for all of us. It is for 1 son that I was

particularly glad that such good progke s€éms to have been made on it.
At xkexfixxk his Press Confer Friday morning Mr. Manley

reported that the Committee wor ;g\h the Constitution had achheved

a remarkable degree of broad‘i?;eement in principle, And that, as far

as I am concerned, 1is s very great deal indeed for the political

maturity of our two rties, It also shows, I feel, that the two

party system has t eeper roots hefe in Jamaica than almost

anywhere else_ amo ritain's former colonies. All we have to do is

newer
look at so he other/countries of the Commonwealth to see the
truth o ¢ ]

I ya there is a constitutional crisis building up because the
two major African parties (which control most of the seats in the
legislature) will not sit together at the constitutional conference
table, In Ghana most of the members of the opposition party are
in jail, and the very weak two-party system seems to be dying fast,
Only in Nigeria does the two party system look as though it has a
hopeful future and there it is based on the three powerful tribal
groupings, Tanganyika léoks like one of the most hopeful countries

ne
in terms of democratic development but forceful second party has so

A



far emerged. In Jamaica, on the other hand, the two=party system is
older than the 1944 Constitution. Indeed, it was the effective working
of the two=party system that brought that constitution into being.

From all this I think we can fairly say that although constitutions
are important, what the people of a country bring to itiésh;onstitution

and to the making of it is of even greater importange . Manley

is
piece of paper, It/what the people of a count g to it that

saild to the press people on Friday momning, a c n\ ion is Jjust a
makes it lmportant, And it is because t %e of Jamaica have,
over the years, developed a high degree litical sophistication
and matarity that the leaders of o r parties can sink their
differences and work together tqhdra this new constitution., No

piece of paper could have fo‘;ggbthem to do this, Just as no piece of

paper could force our c vants to serve a P.N.P. government
loyally and, if ther hange of government, to serve the other
party just as loyal faithfully. All these - the two party system,

the secret ballot) e rule of law, the non=-political civil service,
the libert s\the individual, the right of property = all these
are alr art of our constitution. They have bercome vart of the
tradiéi::;> way of doing things in this country. And these, I am sure,
are the things our new constitution will enshrine.

But the big thing that we must always remember, and this too Mr.
Manley mentioned, is that the people of a country are the true guardians/
and creators

/of their liberties and that is a responsibility we cannot transfer to

a plece of paper, no matter how beautifully written. Goodnight.



Premier's Regular Monthly Press Conference

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Tuesday Nov 21 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: Mr, Manley's Press Conference of last Friday morning

was the first of what we hope will be a regular month affair. At

these conferences the idea will be to bring the p% ser to the
workings of thelr government through press and "N\> eports, Those
of us who attended that first conference real@he value of it !
straightaway. And you, the listeners, h d acts of that conference
over your radios the same evening an Q‘apretty full report of it
in your papers the next morning.

In a conference lasting jug\Ngszﬁt an hour and a half Mr, Manley
informed the country, throu ess and radio, of a number of most
important things., He t=z= gnxxpixnsxixx us the work on the
Constitution was goi‘g;:> and that a draft should be ready before
the end of this ye said this would give the counﬁry an opportunity

to discuss t draft constitution very thoroughly before kk= a

delegation o London to settle our independence, He told us
of the y's defence plans for independence and he also diiscussed
what t overnment was doing and what the thinking was on foreign

affairs., On some of these matters Mr, Manley could not be very
explicit, He could not, for instance, say anything very firm and
clearcut on Foreign Affairs; and rightly so because that would be
the responsibility of the government we vote into power to lead the
country into independence, But he did say that, speaking for himself,
he did not see how Jamaica had anything to gain from a neutralist
foreign policy. My own feeling is that as a matter of cold fact
this is the way both the P.,N.P. and the J.L.P. will approach :foreign

affairs; so I do not see foreign affairs as an issue in the coming



election - certainly not between the two majof parties, Whether the
Peoples Political Party will make it an issue is something still to be
seen, In the-early days of the P.P.P. Mr, Millard Johnson did talk
about a neutralist foreign policy, but since then he made common

cause with Mrs. Rose Leon and some of the more radica ents have

left the P.P.P. and so we cannot be sure until ths@. issues its

election manifesto.
In any event, at that first press confgremge we got a great deal

of clarification on a number of most im ajlt matters, And that was

a very good thing indeed. ©Some of yo@ym&y remember that I have often

complained that far too few people@ware of what thelr government

was doing and thinking and that Whad led to a feeling that the

business of government was,_n f their business, You will recall I

I had told you how impr was with how familiar I found Trinidadians

were with the busine their government, And I told you I thought

Dr, Williams' r 1 eekly press conferences plus the broadcasts of

debates in t Trimidad parliament had a great deal to do withvit. So

I am very éN\}ndeed that we will have these regular press conferences,

If th%\i::i ding ones are anything like last Friday's then they should

be very eful indeed to the whole country. The plan is that Mr, Manley

will let the journalists know in advance the subjects he wants to :

discuss and the journalists in turn will let him know what they want

to discuss, so that both slides will come to the conference well

prepared, I think this 1s so important that I hope it becomes a regular

feature of Jamaiecan public life, no matter what party gains power, It
unhappy

will help to bridge the/gap that now exists between the rulers and

the ruled, Goodnight,
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For transmission on
Wednesday Nov 22 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I like the sound of the new Ten Year Plan very
much and I also like the new thinking which it suggest If I under
stand the basic Idea of the plan correctly then it efined in

this way: under the old Ten Year Development Pl@& overnment had

or anticipated having so much money and merel ed how to spend
what it had or expected to get. Under t r%an the basic needs
of the country will be worked out and will go lopking for the
money to pay for these needs., If @finition is correct, then
this 1s a radically new approachWto anning in Jamaica, And I think
the effects of it are going e very far-reaching,

When Mr, Manley tolg u %‘t this plan he said the Central

Planning Unit had be ng on it for the best part of a year,

This means that thi was beling worked on long before the referendum

and cannot therefowe“be considered as a political move which is

suddenly b ) ng on us for election purposes. Indeed, the
Premier f said that this Plan would be there for the country,
no mat hich party won the coming election.

Before we had news of this new Plan most of us were not quite

sure what Mr. Egerton Richardson and Mr, Ivo DeSouza were doing in

Israel, I certainly could not make any sense out of the wvisit, especially

when I read a report that these two gentlemen had visited military
camps, But now thenélvisit does make sense, because Israel 1s one of
the countries which has pioneered the kind of planning and action
implicit in the new Ten Year Plan,

One of the key features of Israeli planning was and is the the



very high degree of participation by the people, especially the young
people, in the building of the country's prosperity. The planning
and achieving of Israeli prosperity was not merely the government's
business, or the business of the capitalists or the moneyed people,

or the business of the workers or the trades unions, g everybody's
business, And in the early days of the building e

doctors and teacher, lawyers and office worke@ ssors and

housewives, all left their offices and theip hoges and studies and %
n;g

oung state,

went out at weekends to help on constru ork or turn the desert

into a flowering garden of food and i Nobody was too high or
mlghtonr important for the work 0£~§i ing the prosperity of the
nation with their own bare handth the core of the whole effort

were the young people., In th ly days camps of young men and

women, all dressed in

symbol of Isrsael, T

food and sheltergan very small allowance and they worked harder

orts and shirt, almost became the

ed and worked in these camps. They got their

and longer t th& most highly paid workers anywhere in the world,
And they 4 a‘}g because they had faith in themselves and faith in
their dr f building a happy and prosperous country for themselves,
And the erformed a miracle which is there for all the world to see,
If I am right in thinking that this new Ten Year Plan 1s conceived
in the spirit in which Israeli planning was, and demands the best from
everyone of us, then we are certainly starting on a new road of high
and creative national adventure for the good of all the people of
Jamaica, Let the government give us the tools, and let us, the citizens

of the country, do the job of building a truly better Jamaica for all,
Goodnight,
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For transmission on
Friday Nov 24 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Polling Day - December 4th which is now less than
ten days away = 1s the same for both Barbados and Trinidad. But while
and

there are reports of emergencies, violence,/death eve m Trinidad,

events in Barbados are moving along with the tradi€iogfia ajan calm

and sense of order. Any news of violence in t 13&‘ dos election
campaign would be most surprising and most Qzed. )
But beneath the calm of the Barbad kon campalgn there are :
some very interesting developments, ts suggest that there is a
very real chance that the Barbados % Party may lose this election,
Certainly, it would seem that tgg\eyénCGQOf the Sir Grantley Adanms'
Labour Party losing have Jgi’huen as real as now since the coming
of ‘adult suffrage to Ba . The best xkak hbpe that most experienced
observers would co :@- € Barbados Labour Party is that the result of

the lection may lose that neither it nor the opposition Democratic

Laboutr Party an outright majority. In that eventg we may see
a minori like the Barbhados National Party, which is conservative,
holdi e Balance of power., And the National Party is more likely
to form coalition with Sir Grantley's party than with the more
radically inclined Democratic Labour Party. Of course, all the observers
may be wrong and Sir Grantley may once again do what he has eo often
done in the past = pull a victory rabbit out of the hat,

But let us look at the line up of forces. On the one side 1s the
Barbados Labour Party which has been in power for so long that the
younger people cannot remember a time before its rule., In the main

it is the party of the old men, solid, steady and experienced in the

handling of power. Reports from Bridgetown suggest that it has conducted
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a dull and lacklustre campaign, offering no really new ideas, and
certainly not firing the imaginations of the younger people who have
reached the voting age over the past three or four years., In this party
the only really outstanding fifgure, the only one with any personal

glamour and appeal, is Sir Grantley Adams who has been so preoccupied

el 2

matters that he has had very little time to devote t %r'oblems of

his party at home,

On the other side is the Democratic Labo@, the party of

the young men, of Erpoll Barrow and Cameron
speakers, they give the impression of b 11

They are good
of new ideas and they
are eager and pushing for power., Th d to have injected real

ecitement into the campaign and, mu\ re important, they seem to

have aroused the emotions of the ers, especlilally the young voters
who are unfamiliar with Si ntley's past record and past achievments,
And the Democratic Labg y has one very powerful/zigy. In the
past the Barbados ion movement has always back the Barbados

Labour Party at

between the %g

granted., this election campaign Mr., Frank Walcott, one of the

n time, Indeed there was a time when the link

arty and the trade union movement was taken for

most stMgguished and respected trade union leaders in the entire
region, has thrown his considerable weight behind the D.L.P. If the
young men of the D.L.P. win power on December 4th, Walcott will be able
to claim much credit for it. So, on the face of it, it looks as though
there could be a swing in Barbados. But do not bank on it. The magic of
@rantley Adams could swing things back. The whole situation is most

interestingly fluid at this moment in time., Goodnight.
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~NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Thursday Nov 23 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: Yesterdayﬁwe had the news from Trinidad that the
Governor, Sir Solomon Hochoy, had declared a state of emergency in e
bt ‘ypwwumpégﬁ$F(&qu, i) Py sk Grod PS
&we electoral districtsf0£—5$v—ﬁﬁ_ —Baratar,

is 1is the
result of a very disturbing outbreak of violence &t

country now that polling day is only ten days@
o}

The immediate reason behind the decla C

on Monday of
emergency is that/markXizr this week ix e man wag shot dead
near P,0.8.

and four others were seriously 1nju@ public meeting/ Before
this meetings had been stoned, ar& stituency offices had been

invaded and smashed and the homig\nl'candidates had also been stoned.

s hit that

f the state of

“"To try and cope with this @r el Trinidad's police authorities have

set up emergency poli atYons in the more explosive areas and the
constables
Governor has appea ex-servicemen to join up as special/pmiize

for.the electio .

But alm \nore serious than the violence itself 1is the story
behind i bk c®@se it is a story that highlights in a most dramatic
form € oblem of the rule of law 1in one aspect of the political life
of a country.

On October the 15th Dr. Rudranath Capildeo, the leader of Trinidad's
Democratic Labour Party Opposition, spoke at a monster publié meeting
at Queens Park Savannah,., This, incidentally, is opposite the home of
the Governor General of the West Indies, Lord Halles, It was one of the
lrgest political meetings ever held in the history of Trinidad. At
that meeting Dr. Capildeo told his audience to break up all meetings
of Dr, Williams' Peoples National Movement, whenever and wherever

they were held, He told his followers to run the P.N.M. out without



allowing their speakers to be heard. And then he told his followers
to arm themselves with weapons to take over the country.
Now this was clear incitement to violence and under the Trinidad

law, which is much the same as the law of Jamaica, Dr, Capildeo had

laid himself open to prosecution. The Trinidad Guardi made Jjust
that point when it editorially condemned Dr. Capi SE§:>peech. But
Trinidad's law officers did nothing about this o& itement to
violence; and this 1s where the political conﬁ&E}n&tion comes in.

If Dr, Cepildeo were prosecuted, the D could set him up as

a martyr and build their campaign arouxQ&prosecutio‘l. And this,

skilfully handled, could be very e sing for the P.N.M. and =m=x

could even lose them the electi .Q}!ternatively, the prosecution of

Dr, Capildeo could have led :j\gg;lier and even more serious

outbreak of violence an@ rioting. These are the arguments
ad

which could, and havi;f:§ vanced in certain Trinidadian quarters,
for nothing being out Dr, Capildeo's open incitement to violence
and rebellion

On th oiaﬁc side of the penny, there are those who feel that

if the d acted firmly and impartially and prosecuted Dr. Capildeo,
Jjust a@would have done with any other citizen who broke the law,
the violence and death of this week might not have taken place. They
feel the law has shown itself to be weak and influenced by political
consideration., Those are the two sides of the penny. What is certain
is that this outbreak of violence in Trinidad is one of the greatest

challenges ever posed to the rule of law in that country. Goodnight.
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For transmission on
Saturday Nov 25 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Mr. Harold Bahusac's warning that the operations
of the West Indies Sugar Company at Frome may collapse is very serious
indeed. Mr., £%=x Cahusac said that the Frome Division(o he West
Indies Sugar Company made only 1.4% profit on X % €tg” 1961 sugar crop

operations, He also pointed out something whi@ people tend to

forget and that is that his estate, as ind the big Jamaican

suagr estates, are run on monecy investe eople in England. Now,
when people invest money in any ent% they do so because they

hope to get some return from it. Th

there is nothing sinister in itw

normal business practice and

Generally speaking, e of the 1nves;7§2tsomething like a
sugar company or a mine rom people who are not fantastically
rich. In England f nce, old ladies who have inherited a little
money, sometime t a few thousand pounds, are among the most

important in tore®, These people put their inheritance or their
annuity qQr r savings into something which looks safe and which
promiges efi a reasonable and steady return on their investment. This
is how e of the biggest firms abroad get their vast sums of capital,
Often, the money of these small investors make up as much as half or
two=-thirds of the total capital of some big concern. And for these
small investors the steady income from thelir investment 1s as
important as is the wage packet to the worker. Some 0ld lady who

has inherited a house and two thousand pounds will éften, on the
advice of her lawyer, put the two thousand pounds into some safe
business which would ensure her a return of 10%., This will give her

. steady income of £200 a yeaf to live off., But if the interest drops



from 10% to 5% or less she will end up having only £100 or less xm

a year to live off, As long as she 1is prepared to do that things are

fine for the company which is using her money. But if she decides

that she cannot live off that money and might do better with it else=-

where and withdraws the money then things will begin t et rough

for the méning company or the shipping company or tp# %p compahy

which is using her money. And if ten thousand ot 11 investors

make. the same decision then the company is in s trouble, And it

is at this point that the country where the Y 1s invested begins

to feel the pinch, Because of the flig nvestment capital the

company may decide to cut down on {t rations. And this in turn may
i>3§kers and so creating unemployment.

mean the laying off of some of A\y
This danger of the flig of vestment capital is the essence of

Mr, Cahusac's warning.

he situation in the sugar industry is
that the investor got 4% return on his investment for the 1961
crop operation then anger is very real and very serious.

his situation, Mr. Cahusac says is that thw worker

is not giv air day's work for a fair day's pay. He says that over
the pas ears wages have gone up from 2/6 a day to 10/- a day, but
althou the worker earns four times more today he gives half as much

work as he did whenhe got a quarter of his present pay. And so our

cost of producing a ton of sugar is roughly £16 more than that of Cuba,
which means Cuba can sell her sugar cheaper on the world market than we
‘can, Look at this anyway you like and the fact still remains that the

workers of Jamaica will suffer grievously if Jamaica's sugar industry

collapsedffor what ever reason, Goodnight, "



NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Monday Nov 27 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: At their annual Conference yesterday the leaders
of the Jamaica Labour Party gave us an outline of the policies on
which they will fight the coming general election, an ch they will

persue 1if elected. They also named the people who e regarded

as their Bhadow Cabinet and the posts these p&ii%i. 1 hold if the

L.L.P. wins.

Of course what was given out was kutlme of policy.
A committiee is now busy drafting a lection Manifesto which will
no doubt be published later, As yo%w, we already have the People's
National Party's Bolicy Statemwich was adopted at their annual
conference earlier this m QSE;H! which has been -published in the

press in sections.

So, bearing <E::> that the J.L.P.'s policy is only in outline,

AR let us see e two policies agree and where the differ on
ma jor matter ’\E&r let us look at the area of agreement., Both parties
are agre@he importance of agriculture; both agree that the use

of lagd m%st be planned. But there is a difference in stress, The P.N.P.
plan proPoses to enact measures to ensure that land will be put to

good use and will provide that every farmer with more than 100 acres

who leaves the bulk of his land in idleness will have kX that idle

part of his land leased by the government for a fair rental and with

an option to buy. Such land will then be rented to tenants who must
undertake to devaédpp it according to xk® a plan. If,on the other hand,
the farmer with more than 100 acres does try to develop all his land,
the Government will do everything to help him within the limits of

its resources, So the P.N.P. ﬁlan envisages a comblnation of incentiveg



and controls., Those who make good use of thelr land will be helped:
those who persist in leaving large chunks of their land idle will have
to rent it to others who will make good use of it., The J.L.P. outline
sees the development of the small farmers, to use Mr., Seaga's own
words "as the greatest single potential for the development of Jamaica"

and it 1s proposed that farmers who become efficient %\"oduce will

be able to get more land to develop. So the J.L.P.%} also envisages
incentives but, in the outline at least, theriszg ndication of any
controls for those who do not produce and not become efficienf.
Bat perhaps this point of difference w@appear when the details

of the J.L.P. manifesto is publishe@
Still on agriculture, both pa;\q‘ are agreed on the importance

of proper marketing arrangements, e P.N.P. plan proposes that the

government or some agency €r by the government will buy all =z»

prdduce of certain crops on specified land and at fixed prices,
Buying depots will up for this purpose and the agency will

distribute the

roughout the country or else can and preserve
them for fut use’, The J.L.P. outline proposes the setting up of
a Market ority with headquarters in Kingston and branches all
over e untry. It is planned to provide each of the major branches
with equlpment for buying, cleaning, grading and packing for distribution
of the food grown by the farmers, The language here is differant but
the basic approach on marketing seems to be the same in both parties,
or, at least, in the election plans of both parties.

But time is up, so I will try to finish this balancing of the two

programmes tomorrow, So, till then, Goodnight,



NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Tuesday Nov 28 at 6.1l5p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: You will remember that last night I discussed the

approach of the two major parties to land use and agricultural marketing

as expressed in the P.N.P. policy statement and the of J.L.Ps

policy which was given in speeches at Sunday's a.v\ nference of
the J.L.P. You will also remember that I fou asic approach of
both parties much the same. The one point o erence was that the

P.N.P.'s approach was a combination of ves and controls where

the land was persistently.left idle J.L.P, also offered incentives
but said nothing about dealing mers who did not make good use
of the land. But this point rence, I said, may disappear
when the J.L.P. comes to p S§g;.1ts manifesto in full,

It is not possib carry tmxzarxy this sort of point-by=-point

comparison very fa he line because we do not as yet have the

full J.L.P. poli atement, It was relatively easy with agriculture

because this ‘a\~the one point, according to news reports, on which

the J.L most details,

L.P. proposed the setting up of what they call Vocational
Training Camps on a massive scale for the youth of the country-to

learn some vocation after leaving school. And there would be opportunitie
for adult training too. Here again, the two parties seem agreed on the
basic idea of national training camps for our youth, But on the face

of 1t there is again a difference in emphasis, As I understand it, the
P.N.P. idea 1s more than just vocational training for the young: it is
that plus a definite pattern of civilian national service in the

interest of the country. But here again the apparent gap may disappear

when we get the details of the J.L.P. manifesto,



try
I think it would be most unfair to kkmx#xkx®¥x to carry the

comparison any further than this point, The P.N.P. has issued its
policy statement in full and so we know what it proposes to do about
roads, about electric power, about housing. The J.L.P. has so far only
said that they will tackle the problems of housing, v% supply,

cpi s

road, light power, electricity, me ical facilities

and postal agencies, To find out Just how th }ﬁq‘ ackle these
gf:taf

, post offices

problems we will have to wailt for the detalle ement of their
manifesto, And when we have that deta atement we may find that
some points which now look like d4iff nges may turn out to be points
of agreement, while points on whic®w seem there is agreement
may turn out to be differences,

But in spite of all thi do feel we can now arrive at one or
two basic conclusions a policies of the two parties for the
coming election., It @- seem that the needs of the country and the
mood of the people such that a certain degree of national radicalism
is demanded oR botW parties. There are certain basic jobs that have to
be tackled@% the whole they require planning. So both parties must
offer@: try planning. There is economic inequality so both parties
must of greater economic equality. The P.N.P. programme talks about
an old age pension scheme; I shall be most surprised if the J.L.P.
programme does not also come out with a pensions scheme, No party with
a conservative programme could hope to win the next election so we will
all be radical and the issue is likely to turn on which of the radicals,
the old or the new, are best qualified to lead the country to

independence, Goodnight.



e NUrsing ‘situation
2 N.W.U, on Wikdcat strike

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

KEHAXE Wednesday Nov, 2£]at 6eDoMo
Peter Abrahams speeking

Good evening: The Jamaica Treained Nurs!ﬁg Association ha@ been in
touch im with me to tell me of the unheppy mess in which the entire
‘nursing service now seems to be, Hm#® As you know undewr pressure
ﬁ&ﬁﬁhr. Tossy Kelly of the National Workers Union the Minhister of
Health @mmxdmixim introducel|the 42 hour ) week wikibut reference to
the nursing organisation and without consulting=the mé@trons whose
responsibility it is to trenslete these decision™into reality.

The result is thet there is utter confusion ‘in the nursing profession
end we face the danger of 2 complete breakdewn of discipline in the
running of our nursing services,

I have hesrd distressing stories of junior nurses being agres-
sive and abusive towsrds senior nurses, matrons and those in authority
over them, The fine discipline, the dedication, the sense of
service whichhhs always been outstanding as the hall-mark of the
nursing profession throughout the world now seems to be in very grave
danger here in Jamaica,

You all knowgthe “history of the unfolding of this very unheppy
situation so I will\not burden you with it now, All I would remind
you of is that\for more than a year the Jemeica Trained Nurses
Association through the Jemeica Civil Service Association has
recoménded\the institution of an eight hour duty shift and a forty
hour working week for Jemaican nurses, For reasons of its own the
Ministry of Health did nothing sbout these representations until
Mr, Téssy Kelly of the Netional Workers Union appeared on the scene
and forcej the hend of the government with the result that the Minister
issued/é/circular No., 55 dated November the 9 directing that a 42
hour a week come into immediate effect.

Now nobody is querrelling with the 42 hour a week but all the
senior nurses, the matrons snd everybody else who is concerned with
the efficient running of our nursing service are more then distressed
et The menner in which this was brought into effect.

If the representztion of the nurses more then o year ago had



been listened to end if the Ministry had acted upon it the transition
to the 40 or 42 hour % week could have been carried out graduelly

=nd peacefully xxk without upsetting the efficiency of the service
and without creating the deep and unhappy rift which now exists,

And certainly we would not now be face d with the situation where

2ll discipline and all respect for authority is in danger,

Possible the most unhappy aspect of the whole situation is the
fact that matrons whose duty and responsibility it is te, see that
their hospitals are min efficiently have now been m into the
villainesses of the whole affair, Once respect for sAhe matron of
any hospital is undermined then that hospital camnot function
effectively. And if that heppens then it is ‘thepoor sick patienss
who will be the first sufferers, And this disy.the unhappy situation
which is now coming to pas#$,

I think that the Ministry of Health“hzs been as wrong as it is
possible to be. I do not think Mr. Tosgsy Kelly has done the Nursing
service of Jeameica any service at'alls And T am desparetely afraid
that the government of Jamaic@wis going to compound this wrong.

All one can do now is to hope that Mr, Manley will personally inter-
vene and try to save the situation, If he does not then I fear that
those of us who may fimnd onrﬁelves in hospital under the Trade Union
regime of Mr, Tossy Kelly mayfin for a really bad time, S0 please
Mr. Manley try and'¢lear up this unhappy situation,

ﬁanally, 1, am giad to see that the National Worker's Union,
Mr. Floriezel\ Glasspole, the Minister of Education, and Mr, J.
Grant, the ‘lWinister of Labour, condemn wildcat strikes at Sunday$s
annual conference of the National Worker's Union. The workers of
Jamaica no less than all the other people of Jamaica owe the country
and a special sence of responsibility at this time in it's history.
And so I hope the workers will take note of this call from their
leaders and that we will see and end to wildcat strikes, Goodnight,
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday Nov 30 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking.

Good evening: I am sure those.of you who heard last night's
'Press Conference' programme found it very interesting. I certainly
did. I thought Mr. Manley and the three jJjournalists w‘szg,estioned him
supplied us with good entertainment while clari @ajor points of
the programme on which the P.N.P. will fight E;Egthn ng election. I
hope we will soon have a Press Conference election programme
of the J.L.P. with Sir Alexander Busta or someone named by
him = being questioned by the same @ ournalisfs who questioned
Mr, Manley last night., I am sure we get as much entertainment and

as much clarification from that & e got last night., Indeed, I think

this should be arranged f Wednesday evening, if that is at all

possible, Everything w be still fresh and listeners will be
able to balance th ogrammes against each other,
This bring c\t® the whole gyuestion of election broadcasts, At

present all ﬂ\\fo itical parties buy air time and broadcast as often
as often
as they _ the time and/as they can afford the time, This is fine,

and Iqdo t think we want to quarrel or interfere with this., Anybody -
. * . i & ’ .
who has e money canAbuy time on any of the radio stations. Of course,

~ the stations have to examine scripts to make sure that nothing which

is damaging or lands the station in a court of law, is allowed to pass,
But I wonder if you have noticed something which has struck me very
forcibly., It is this: For about five or six weeks beforeﬁggiéi:::;i;:‘qb
the airwaves zgéichoked with political broadcasts; and in that period
we generally had@ more party broadcasts than we ha*? throughout the

rgst of the year put together. And any one of us, you or I or anybody

who haé,the money, gua&‘buy time and go on the air, We had an example
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of this during the closing stages of the referdndum campaign when

all sorts of groups and individuals bought time and, within the
limitations of the law of 1libel, said almost everythingﬂthey wanted to.
And I heard some really fantastic ones, For instance, I heard one
politician say that he had arranged with some African governments

for £150 million , but of course he could do nothi ss the people

voted a certain way. Nobody has since bothered tQ\\‘ i anything about

these millions. %
And this raises the problem and the q T of freedom of speech,

Are we, is anyone entitled, provided h eps himself against slander
or libel, to mislead and misinform neral public? Is freedom of
speech freedom to mislead and m sizix' by Just about the most powerful
medium of communication we avet\EU’Ehe answer is yes, then there is
nothing more to say. If, e other hand, the answer is no; if we say
that our freedom of s , 11ke all our freedoms, can only survive and
flourish if we gua <:;:>use it with responslbility, then this whole
guestion of pol roadcasts at election should be reviewed,and I

A
think: chan % What I should like to see is some sort of control on

electio a asﬁing i;arting about six weeks before the date on which
T g% ué}'ix,faxz, e «+
votesqare Yo be cast.

Up—to thgt—timethre—present—aystemr—camrcarry on,
s prodliv, il e ] Boy conih o Ulel
But from thattime—enty—the- 8 - - 3
5 D te P P il Yot Lau~ab-—‘
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Heuwser This would make for greater clarification of issues and less

abuse of our cherished right to free speech. Goodnight,
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3 Re-crganisation of Postal Service

e 4 NEWS COMMENTARY
¥ %  For transmission on
Friday Deb 1 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: Let us, for a change, look at some of the good news

of this week, All too often we underline only the bad and ignore the

good, - There are three pieces of good news on the loc ene about
which/ I personally am very pleased, First, I w ry glad to see
thetthe Kingston and St, Andrew Corporation C \ 8 more money to

0, i
spend on Christmas work this year than the §;E§;;£ year, and that
this applies to most of the Locél Gover tRAuthorities in Jamaica,
It looked at one stage as though th e of Christmas work was .
éoing to become a party political %11. It would have been tragic «
4f at this season of the year, Mpolitics had been played based
} s, on the ‘economic misery of on of our community., What makes this
i‘ . news especially good th that nearly three times as much money
will be spent this was spent last year, This means that

Christmas cheer spread more widely than it was last year.

Another plea

1§€ia ect is that this year's Christmas work will be
tied in e country's broader developmental projects, This gives
it a gre r value than a mere seasonal easing of unemployment,
The™axk second piece of good news is that the Minister of Home
¢ Affairs has at last decided to take action on the mounting volume of
complaints about police brutality. Thies came out of the case of a
sixteen~-year-old youngster who missed his bus home to the country, was
then -arrested, badly beaten up and held in prison for some twelve days
without belng able to make contact with his people. This was Jjust
fryi*ﬁi'!“about as nasty a case as any I know of, Mr., Selvright has asked for
I a fuli report. I hope he will publish that full report when he gets

it. Indeed, I think it 1s his'duty to do so. The temptation will be

-



to deal with the matter on a departmental level, punish those who are
found guilty and hush the matter up. To do so would be a mistake and
it would also be gfossly unfeir to the very large number of good and
decent policemen in the force, Unless this whole affair is conducted

secrutiny, the distrust and suspicion most of us havy

sriyxaxg publicly and the guilty and their crime held to public
v%be directed

against good and bad policemen alike, So, in the\ st of good

relations between the public and the police I urge Mr, Seivright
to publish all the facts of this case, Or etter still, do what
was done with the Harmony House Hotel ar ellegation: appoint

a Commissioner to conduct a public\%y. That would really clear

the air and make for confidence

Finally, it 1s very g to Know that the postal service will
be re-organised., It has b ;obvious and evident to everybody that
our postal service h in an awful mess., I have talked about it
on a number of occ aOrecently. It waes only on November 18th that

I told you the fa tic story of a letter with a cheque in it which

took ten mQntRs o get from one part of Kingston to another, So I was

very gl n Mr, Arnett tabled his Ministry Paper this week setting
out th rpposals to revise the service, There is only one additional
suggestion I would like to make, and it is not an original idea of mine.
It comes from someone with vast experience in post office work and it is
for the setting up of a Post Office Advisory Board to work with and

give advice to the people who run our postal service, Goodnights



NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Saturday Dec 2 at 6.,1l5p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evenin&f Miss Una Marson has been working very hard to try
and interest us in the setting up of a Community Chest for Jamaica.
So far most of us have been singularly uninterested a:%am not sure

g

our lack of interest 1s not due to ignorance, So 1 be useful

to find out jJjust what a Community Chest 1is and :hﬂ‘ operates,
At the present time we have a whole he o% voluntary and charitable
organisations and they are particularly i:e around this time of

the year. You have people begging m% give underprivileged

children a good time at 8hristmas, ve others begging to give

old people and those in institu;hgsr@.cheerful Christmas, The Mayor
of the Kingston has starte SQ?van fund and there are a whole host
of others. é

The result is tr@:e business community in particular is
bombarded with a@ at. this time of year. And quite often one
businessman s himself seeing four or five different people
each of who begging for a different charity. And four or five times
he hasg to\r¥te a cheque, His time is wasted and, depending on the kind
of perso e 1s, he 1s either embarrassed or upset or angered by this
direct begging and waste of his time, He knows that each begging is
for a good ‘cause, but a whole string of beggars still add up to a
nuisance, no matter how good the cause. And so he gives with anything
but a charitable or cheerful spirit. This has become a form of ransom
to which he must submit every year. And there A very many businessmen
who dread the coming of g€kr the Christmas gseason with ite rush of
begging. But Christmas 1is only the high poiﬁt of something which hgs

been going on all through the year, He has already had his belly full
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of the beggars and so he gives his guinea or two or three guineas and
hopes nobody else wilkh turn up. But somebody always does., That is the
way of it today{ in Jamaica,
But if the same businessman were living in a country where they
operate a @Gommunity Chest, he would be relieved of thi%*ing of
©

people who come begging for good causes all throug r and whose

numbers increase alarmingly around Christmas, he will make
only one single contribution for the whole of ar and this will

nd the amounteé he gives
go into the Community Chest or United Fung. ame/will be published
for all to see and no one will come b o him or will bother him

for the rest of the year. From his of view this is a very great
convenience and it makes it pos ;E\}or him to give in a spirit of
genuine generosity. And wha lies to the businessman applies also
to the professional or oghe wzen who 1is in a position to give to
charity.

From the point ew of the various valantary and charitable
organisations gthe unity Chest will cut out a lot of unnecessary
work and 1 xet rid of the rather shady charities, And these
organisa can then call on the 6Ghest for money on the basis of their
needs Qneir work., In terms of organisation I can see the Council
of Voluntary Social Services running the Community Chest and sharing
out the money to the organisations, All in all, I think Miss Marson's
idea is excellent and I hope that by this time next year we will have

a strong Community Chest going. Goodnight,



NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmissioh on
Monday Dec 4 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: Today is election day in both Trinidad and Barbados,
In Trinidad the polling bodhlswill have closed by now and th counting

of votes will be well under way., In fact, since Tri using

voting machines, there will hardly be much countiq\*e o and we should
n

know the results from there relatively early ing.

In Barbados on the other hand xxxxx 1t of the voting will
t be kn til t i%g;ga i B - p
no e own un Omorrowv, rbeddeg cowernment N
-2 ber i 4 alhaaé
'fﬁe counting of votes 1ot sta diately after the closing
of the polls, which is the comm almost everywhere else in

the world. Instead, they are oin o lock up their ballot boxes

tonight and store them awajR uytil tomorrow morning when they will be

+Lv12, edd PO Y LJL&XL QQJ:—LZ

rtunate*decision on-the—part—of

opened and counted.
S (15

~ I feel th t

wMZ uS

?»“‘\---- ~P Y it raises all sorts of disturbing
Rajauy
tions, Why did the deeide—to do

e—in.charge-of these boxes overnight? And what

s there that a few thousand votes will not be slipped into
e

the boxes during the quiet hours of the night? y one party,

. tho et It + 4 gqulL4<;
£;;ég%éﬁJ;%L%%7Eg%ﬂnrjnuﬁqhﬁspfxwxu:fﬁ;s“it the~right—zgjé;;ng such—

pieeeof

.~

—own? It is not enough to say
that the people who w111~23;i?‘charge of the boxes overnight are
honest and responsibleAgivii—servaats. They may well be, On the other
hand, one or two among them may have such intense partisan feelings,
or they may have been offered such an attractive briBie, that the
temptation to élip in a few bogus votes may be irresistable, But even

if this does not happen, the mere fact that it is possible, and that



the voters of Barbados feel that it is possible to monkey with the

ballot boxes during the night, is the strongest possible condemmation

- h =
of this procedure.ikyany eritics entley Adams' Barbados Labour
v [ oy 15 , ot 1 = e : e J cenl
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'any event, we will not know the Barbados regul®™ until some time
J;g

tomorrow, And if, as some people think pen, the Barbados Labour
Party is defeated, then we may witne t twilight of the very long
career of Sir Grantley Adams on th Indian politifal scene.

The Trinidad picture is a ibﬂ\gpre complicated. We may know the

results of the Trinidad voti ter this evening, but that is not
going to help us very m\? oming to grips with the unrest which is
now so widespread th servers in Port-of-Spain are very worried
about what mightgfo w the results., Dr. Rudranath Capildeo, the leader
of the Trini D.INP., has promised violence and bloodshed if the P.N.M.
is retume@%y wer, And he has hinted to at least one very reliable

obserg::::s he might call for the partititning of Trinidad into am

two sta one Indian and one non-Indian - if the votes go against his

party. So the results of todéy's Trinidad election may only be the

prelude to a period of greater restlessness and trouble., Capildeo may

of course be pulling a fast one to try and frighten the voters into

voting D.L.P. for the sake of peace and order. But we cannot be sure

of this until we see what happens after the voting is delcared tonight.
Goodnight.
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For transmission on
Tuesday Dec 5 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: At last the long debate among Jamaicans as whether
or not Cuba's Fidel Castro is a communist or not can finally be put
aside. For a long time now the friends and supporter astro and
Cuba pave said that Castro was not a communist an t ,the charge
that he was leading his country to communism w:iaéghr can imperialist
propaganda, The enemies and critics of Cas the other hand, have
stoutly insisted that he was leading hil h on the road to
communism, And then there were thos@ ere somewhere in between
these two extreme positions,., Those ald that Castro Qas a victim
of circumstances, that he was not ommunist but that he was under
strong pressure from the c s in Cuba., These people saw Castro
as a nationalist revol who had received his strongesF and
most consistent suppgo om the communists both inslide and éutside
Cuba and who the saw himself as beholden to the cd%Funits; These
people insis 'ENQ?a Castro himself was not a Marxist and much of the
Marxian ce of his regime could be blamed on his brother Raul
and h entine-born friend Ernesto Guevara, the twp men closest to
him in Cuba today.

This was a pretty universal view held by people who were neither
passionately anti-communist nor passionately pro-communist, people who
did not see everything as either a sinister communist plot or a sinister.
Yankee-impeeialist plot. And these were}gZople, too, who argued that
if Fidel Castro had been @X treated differently by the United States
in his early struggles, if the United States had given Rim both moral
and material support when he first launched the fight against the

Batista dictatorship,-the Cuban revolution might have taken a more
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libertarian direction and would have been less bitterly anti-American,
Let me confess that I tended to side with the people who held this

middle position on the Cuban situation and on Fidel Castro. And I still

feel that this view was bax by far the most sound and the most realistic

of the three views on Castro and Cuba., In the beginn stro was

not a communist, All he said, all he promised atte o that fact.

He had promised elections and I think he meantQi he time. But
r

Castro was as subject to pressures as any o uman being. And the
pressures were great. There was fantast tical and economic
pressure from the United States cul in the Bay of Pigs adventure,
Fhere were thje political and econom essures from within Cuba, and
there were the inevitable pressur f the Cold War which came into

play when the U.S. turned s¢¥ Cuba and the S;viet Union became its
chappion in both the po and economic fields., And all these

pressures have gone i he meking of the shifts and changes of Castro's
personal outlook 1l as of his policies,

The mak of revolution is no easy thing: within that limitation,
possibly gh iest thing about any revolution is the actual violent
uprisipg, ®nd possibly the hardest thing is to keep a revolution from
running ay from its original intention, Stalin turned Lenin's socialist
revolution into a quarter of a century of personal dictatorship and
terror. Castro's libertarian revolution is now set on the road to -
communism and the dictatorship of the party. It seems to me that Castro
has simply submitted to the strong pressures from kmkh wiiik within
Cuba as well as from the outside world, Goodnight,
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Good evening: The present political crisis in the Dominican
Republic presents yet another important challenge to United States ;
policy in the Caribbean in particular and in Latin % in genéral, .
The dictatorship of the Trujillo family is at an g€ afger over thirty

years, But as happens so very often in such ce end of the

dictatorship has left the country in a poli h mess, When a dictetor

in a country. And this is especiall e where the dictator's persenal -
rule has been absolute over a lon eriod of time. Another factor
which mekes for political o sion in the case of the Dominican

Republic is thefact dictatorship was not overthrown by a .

single organised m

is axxkrake® assisginated, and is not

li§tely replaced by another

strong and ruthless dictator, you gg y have political confusion

4

y with recognised leaders and a clearly stated
programme of pr ction, as was the case when Castro's movement
fought and o \hre the Batista dictatorship. 1In Cuba there was
one revoiytioMdry leader and one movement with whom the people could
identafy e movement. In the Dominican Republic no single leader and
no single group cam claim the credit for the overthrow of the Trujillo
family. And so you have the confused situation where a whole hostg of
as well as

parties/am® some military types wkm are scrambling for pmwEr the spoils
of power, and you have a President who is not free of the taint of
assoclation with the Trujillo dictatorship.

From the point of ;iew of the United States this is a very tricky
situation. During the closing stages of the Trujjllo dictatorship the
United States showed its disapproval of the regime by adopting certain

economic measures in association with other Latin American states. o,



the United States has, in a sense, contributed to the overthrow of
the Trujillo dictatorship. But the United States i1s acutely sensitive
to the latent anti-American feeling among the masses of LatinéAmerica,‘

and she is scared stiff of being accused on interfering in the internal

affairs of any other country. And yet she has interfeifzizfirst by

giving conditional support fér the son of dictator ¥ 0, provided

he gradually introduced democracy. But last wee !hqi Trujillo, who

was in any case more fitted for the life of a ayooy, gave up the
with him
attempt and skipped the country., He is r to have taken/something

lonely exile, The United States, m

like $56C million and a blonde Germa ty to comfort him in his
e, sent a cruiser and a

couple of aircraft carriers loa with U.S. marines because two of
exX=

o
the/dictator'cs brother were wg a bid Rar recapture power, This
U.S. show of strength s% he two Trujillos but did nothing else
to relieve the crisi his poses quite a problem,

0 keep out the Trujillo family, should the

Having interve

United States ow E pxxnﬁxx;;zéxxnﬂ try ;gd influence the

situation 1%a genuinely democratic government is established? And
if she terfere in this way in favour of democracy, is it a good
or a gg:tjling? Cuba has already denounced the United States action
as setting a preceffdent for action against Cuba, But then, many people
have criticised the United States in the past for not helping to over-
throw the Batista dictatorship in Cuba, as she is now doing in the
Dominican Republic. The knowledge that we tend to find fault wiﬁh arl
they do inhibits the Americans very badly, even when they try to 36
what they think is right. This is part of the American problem in

this region. Goodnight,
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Good evening: The complete and utter defeat of the Barbados
Labour Party in last Monday's Gmmeral Elections has been the talking
point t.hroﬁghout the British Caribbean, It has doml %—m NEWSs ;
and it has even pushed the striking P.N.M., victo inidad into
second place. And yet Barbados is smaller th@dad, has less people
and is economically weaker, And in terms o uture of the federation,
the last word wa-i"‘iEise with Trinidad, n@ dos. So why this intense
fascination with the Barbados resul |

I think the main reason is th% all know that what happened in
Barbados on Monday signalled athant turning point in West Indian
affairs, Some of us know nstinctlively and may not be able to
put forward sensible fg al “arguments for this knowledge., But the
knowledge 1s there ow that this is the end of an era and we know
that it is the ¥ of the career of one of the really big men of
that era, Th &1@ and very distingﬁished career of Sir Grantley Adams
is endin ending in defeat, And it is always saddening to witness
the f@’ a titan,

Grantley Adams, Alexander Bmutamante and Norman Manley were the
three most important leaders thrown up by the crises of the angry
thirties. There were others, of course, like Uriah Butler and Bertie
Gomes, But they were not in the same class as these three, And o0ld man
Marryshow was really a link and a survival from anoiher generation of
West Indian leaders whose dreams were fulfilled by Adams, Bustamante
and lanley, And these three, more than any other individuals, more
than the Colonial Office even, shaped and made the islands of the
British West Indies into what.they are todey. They shaped the political



thinking of these islands and they created such pride as the people
of these islands have in their West Indian-ness,

And of the three, Grantley Adams seemed the most securely based.
Busta had Manley to contend with and Manley had Busta to contend with

everybody else on the Bajan political scene., The Bapba

right from the start. But Grantley stood head and sho er above
S bour Party

was his creation, And all the vast changes that b taken place over
the past fifteen years: the economic and soci ‘x\}ess, the stability
and political maturity of the people; the c in labour conditions =
Grantley and his party have had a major@h n the shaping of these,

And it was precisely because '@ sonal position and the position
of his party in Barbados secemed €0 s re that he was the only one of

the big three with enough co dence to leave the base of his power

and go into the federation., it was during his years away from home,

during the years when@l ed unsuccessfully to give shape to the /
West Indian nation is personal power eroded at home and the

a second
power of his part llapsed, I think/kke reason for the collapse of

his own a@arty's power was because Grantley did not believe in

The party was his personal tool.
emocracy./And so the young men of spirit and idealism

genuine

soon 53;2;>away from him and only the 'yes' men and the party hacks

remained; and they Jjust could not cope without?%ﬂen he left the scene,
But whatever his faults, he made a great contribution énd I think

history will Judge him a hero who risked and lost all for his dream of

West Indian nationhood. And that, surely, is a noble cause in which to

lose; much nobler than winning in lesser causes, Goodnight,

idea of a .
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Good evening: The new government of Barbedds will be sworn in on

the 19th of this month when the new sessiong of the Barbados parliament

opens, I thought you might like to know something aboyt e new men

who will take over, %

First there is the Premier-designate, Mr x Walton Barrow,
He is a relatively young man, somewhere be e;2§9 and 41, His friends
call him 'Dipper'. He is a very successqz b;rrister who was regarded
as the young man most likely to suc‘dg‘ Grantley Adams as the
leading lawyer in the island. And \ days when he was a member of
Sir Grantley's party he was con;>\gf%d the leading intellectual of
the Barbados Labour Party @n an who would go far if he followed
the guidance of Sir Gran During the Second World War he flew
with the R.A.F, an .@* stage he was General Alexandef's personal
prilot. For his wices he won the D,F.C., He 1is also an economist,
having earne e P.Sc, degree in England.

Whe turned to Barbados at the.end of the war, he and his
good £ri ameron Tudor joined the Barbados Labour Party. In the
1951 ele®tions he contested a seat for the Barbados Labour Party and
won., But a year later, in 1952, both he and Cameron Tudor broke with
the party. The reason for the break was that they disagreed with
Sir Grantley's economic policies and because Sir Grantley just could
not stand criticism from any of his followers, Betwéen 1952 and 1956
they worked very hard bullding up a nucleas for the launching of the
new party. I met both Barrow and Tudor for the first time towards the
end of 1955 and I saw the great odds against which they had to struggle,

All the leaders of the Barbados Labour Party had nothing but contemﬁt



2
for them; and Sir Grantley was then still very much on the Bajan seéne.
They lauched their party in 1956 with Barrow as the leader and Cameron
Tudor as the secretary. Just how well and hard the party worked over
the next five years was shown on Monday of this week.,

Cameron Tudor is most likely to become Minister of Education and
I.expect him to play a very important part inside th . He 1s in
his earl& forties, either 41 or 42, He studied H t Oxford
University and I think he was the first colou@ ever to become
president of the Oxford Union bo lety. He 1 illiant debater and

he taught history in both
AXXEEAXXXER@XXXXBILX NI XXT LY Bar‘badds a ‘: ifiish Guliana before he
agP» both Barrow and Tudor are

entered polities, Although they are §
political veterans who have come u;\§§ hard way. Anyone who knowe the
Barbados scene will tell you just rough life was for anybody who
fought against Sir Grantl mS in Barbados in the early 1950s,
Other likely Minii ) e: for Trade and Industry, Mr, Wynter

Crawford, an old-tigse ghy of the Barbados Labour Party and a political

veteran who is t isher of the oldest weekly in the island, the

Barbados Obs r. Crawford is in his fifties, The likely Minister of

Africultuge\a Fisheries 1s Captain Wilfrid Ferguson. He pliloneered the
inter<4lsldyd trade in the days of schooner. He is in the middle fifties,
Next there is Ellison Carmichael, a layyer of about 39 to 40 who is
likely to be Minister of Communications and Works, Then there is Edwy
Talma, possibly the oldest of the group and in his late fifties, He was
a Minister in Grantley's government but broke with him in 1956. Finally
there is Theodore Branker who will be Speaker. He too is an old hand,
These are the new men in Barbados and I am sure we wish them well,

Goodnight.



NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Saturday Dec 9 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Last Saturday the Minister of Agriculture, lMr. Keble
Munn, told a gathering of farmers in St. Catherine th special
incentive subsidy of &5 per acre, up a maximum of i;%§>s, will be
given to farmers to encourage them to produce fo& ocal consumption,
This will go on until Mafch of next year, an 1 of £20,000 is
the amount earmarked for the subsidy. /

Then, on Tuesday of this week, th dent of the Jamaica
Agricultural Soclety, Mr. Rudolph told a press conference of
the Socliety's plans to operate ;§>her58 Marketing Organisation. He
said the Society is now neg ::zglaith the government for a loan
of £180,000 to finance the Erations of the new organisation,

The idea behind ew organisation is that the food grown by
farmers should be aillable all over the country in the best
possible conditio d at the best possible prices. The organisation
will be ru straightforward business company which would have to
stand o own feet and pay its own way; and, of course, it will have
to pa?\:;;k, with interest, the money it borrows‘grom the government.

To do this, it will have to make a profit, no matter how small,

. As Mr, Burke explained it, there will be a central coilecting centre

in Kingston and about five or six smaller centres throﬁghout the

country., Farmers would xm take their produce to the centres nearest

to them. There theif produce will be graded and packed and made
available to the consumers in the distriet. Any surplus would be shipped

out of the district to ather areas which are in need and where it could

be sold. For instance, if there is a glut of one crop in Manchester:



and a severe shortage of the self-same crop everywhere else on the
island, both the farmers and the consumers generally find themselves
in a:mess at present. The producers in Manchester find themselves
having to sell that particular crop at a give-away price. The only
people who benefit are the consumers in the area, If the producers

part of
manage to ship/the crop into Kingston or some other 1@centre, the

often selling
cost of transport is/so high that the/price x=zxge

or elsewhere is pushed up to an unreasonable @

does happen it usually some middleman, rat

in Kingston
d where this
the producer or
consumer who gets any benefit, More of tRough the surplus cannot
be got to Kingston before it goes ba so it is a dead loss to the
farmer and the housewife in Kingsto@ imported lettuce and carrots
and tomatoes and the like. This’ghagtts the islandds foreign exchange
position and it pushes up Qi osts,

For the sake of th ic health of the island we must produce

more of the food we @re must import less., But there is very little

sense in asking e mer to produce stuff which he knows he cannot
market econo 11 But once given a reasonable gaarantee for his effort
and a reaso e return, I mx am sure the Jamaicani farmer can produce

good and proper
all the bRsi® food we need, as well as some luxuries, SoxmaEXXERIRX

marketin ecomes crucial. For this reason I hope the government will
find the money to lend the J.A.S. even if it means tightening elsewhere.
The setting up of a really decent agricultural internal marketing system
is one of our most pressing needs, We canmamx cut living costs drastically
with proper marketing. So, I, for one, am completely in favour of this

J.A.8., proposal and I hope it comes into effect very soon, Goodnight.
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Good evening: At midnight/mm Saturday Tanganyika became the 29th

independent African state, and the latest proof of the fantastic xaze
speed with which the world around us 1is changing. No )r%n the world
is that change as striking as it is on the great continent,
Right up to 1954 - é mere seven years ag Géhbpower and influence
of the 20,000 odd European settlers seemed and secure enoughf to
last another twenty years at least. An ropeans of Tanganyika
were more intelligent about their ov@ ests than zziigx the settlers
of Kenya to ﬁheir horth, the white?%\i sians and Portuguese to the
south of them, and Belgians to‘:ﬁ\lﬁest of them., And so Tanganyika was
one of the few places in m@lt¥racial Africa where the whites restrained
their arrogance and co crimination was at a minimum., The whites
there realised tha <:j:> in their long term interests to co-operate
with the 9% mill icane and to share with them such wealth as
could be got \of the country. And so it was the Europeans who,
immediat r World War Two, pressed hardest for their version of
partnegshiy® between the races, This gave each of the racial groups ten
seats}ﬁhe country's Legislative Council: the 20,000 Europeans had ten,
the 72,000 Asians had ten and the 9% million Africans had ten. Few of
ue thought much of that constitution at the time, It was loaded against
the African.majority. But we also knew that it was g better than the
representation enjoyed by all the other Africans of multi-racial Africa.
I think it was at this point that the very rare guality of
leadership of Julius Nyerere showed itself, He formed the Tanganyika
African Natlional Union in 1954 and although he and his party disapproved

of the parity constitution, they set about: working it, making it



succeed, It would have been so easy to do what so many other colonial
leaders did when they were faced with an unsatisfactory constitution.
Like them, Nyerere could have bummt himself and his movement out in
agitation against the constitution; he could have let loose a wave of
communal trouble and racial hatred. The first B.G. co‘é%f)ytion for

instance was a much better pne than Tanganyika's fi@arity'
constitution. But the menner in which Jagan ar Nar‘ty dealt with

it led to a state of emergency. And today gtill not independent.
Tenganyika started on the same road lat d\got there first because
of the very wise and very mature lea of Nyerere,

And in the prdcess Nyerere has\ he respect and confidence of
...
all the different racial groups., A e has got there without hurling

curses at the British and $1 having to send a single silly cable
to the United Nations. %\Alt is that his country has been accepted
into the Commonweal the United Nations will welcome it with
open arms, and B as undertaken to give it large and much needed
financial aid d please do not be fooled into thinking that Nyerere
is any le ti=-colonialist than Nkrumah or Jagen or anybody else.
It is st\that he is a master at doing things quickly and quietly for
the good Of his people and his country. Just how much of a master of
intelligent politics he 1s is proved by Tanganyika's present status.

And in the months and years ahead this quiet political intelligence
is going to have a profound influence on the part Africa will play in
world affairs, In fact, the emergmmce of Tanganyika's Hyerere is going
to create a new power balance inside Africa itself, But I'll discuss

that tomorrow, so till then, goodnight.
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Good evening: ©Students of African affairs have begun to notice
some clear trends and patterns in the new Africa. Until round the
beginning of this year the Republic of Ghana was gener% accepted
as the leading African state in terms of political ce, both

in the outside world and -among the newly indep rican states,
Ghana was one of the founding members of th Qm,nca powers, This
was an attempt to create unity of action %icy between the Arab
and Negro states of Africa: aﬁd the %@d‘fmg figures of this movement

were Egypt's Nasser and Ghana's Nlclk
Side by side with this broé&\{,)an-African-Pan-Arab unity plan,

Nkrumah persued his own drea United States of West Africa. To
this end he got Guinea o join Ghana in what is known as the
'"Union of African St- rumah also tried to persuade Liberia's

President Tubman to ter into this loose 'Union of Africa States'.

Tubmen did no%k the idea, Liberad has strong economic tied with

the United eg’; indeed, American investment is the backbone of the
Liberian my, and the Ghana-Guinea-ali Unlion showed signs of being.
strong ti-American and pro-Russian, though the declared policy of

the Union was one of non-alignment in the East-West conflict. But
between 1958 and 1960 Tubman dared not offend Nkrumah with an outright
no. Nkrumah's was the most powerful voice in free Afriea, And so
President Tubman looked as though he might go along but he was very
careful not to commit himself, He was being a good poiitician and
playing for time,

Then, in 1960-61 there Was the sudden rush of independent African

states and on October the 1lst ‘of 1960 the @iant Nigeria with its neérly



40 million people became independent, Up to this point the only really
powerful voice out of Africa had been that of Nkrumah speaking for

the Ghana-Guinea-Malli Union, which was strongly critical of the West
and more often than not sided and voted with the East in the United

moving into the Soviet orbit in spite of its declar

Nations. This led many observer to feel that the free rica was
at it was

following a policy of neutralism., But with Nig:ex\h he United

Nations a new and very much more moderate voil

o

AL States »

eard, And this

encouraged President Tubman to call, in May 61, the conference
in Monrovia, of 20 moderssgy-inclined 5
There were now two distinct p ouping in free Africé: the
radically inclined Casablanca p eiz\and the moderately 1n§11ned -
Md¥ovia powers. And in term faﬁaﬁg;rs and material potential the
moderately inclined group s\the strongest.'And Nigeria stood out

as potentially the m erful single force in either group. This

wag a severe setba D‘bhe Nkrumah dream, especially as he had said
things which had nded the Nigerian leaders, many of whom had no time
for him,

Bu al' East Africa had not come into the picture., Now, in the
shape nganylika East Africa is in the picture and the Nyerere
approach to things is much the same as‘the approach of the Nigerians,

It 1s moderate, intelligently progressive but qulet: it is neautralist
bﬁt with a blas in favour of the West. The next conflicgﬁiidZ?iica

may Wegl be between those of the Ghana=-Guineas-Mali group on the one

. [L;J’i"/\)‘
side and the Nigeria-Tanganyika approach on the other, .

e L e [0 el b
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Good evening: The Unitéd Nations 1is mankind's greatest hope for
peace in today's world. If the United Nations Organisation fails in
this noble effort to keep the peace of the world, if ited Nations
breaks up 6r if it becomes so ineffective that no e, takes it
seriously, then the danger of war will increa<3 usandfold. And right
at this moment in time the United Nations 1 ery grave danger, and '
the cause of the danger 1s the situatio e Katanga Province of
the Congo. United Nations soldiers y fighting in the Katanga
against the soldiers of Moise Tshon&d white mercenaries from
Belgium, the Rhodesias and Soutg\hﬁfﬂca. Patrice Lumumba, the first
elected Prime Minister of 4{h oNgo - indeed the only elected one -

than he has told.

was murdered in Katan i1se Tshombe knows a lot more about it
@at and good man, Dag Hammarskjold, died

under very suspi ircumstances on his way to have peace talks
with Thsombe certainly looks as though there might have been foul
play in e of Hammarskjold as well, though we may never know, .

And sq@redoil African, Indian and other soldiers who were servants of *
the Unit Nations and bore arms in the cause of peace, have died
because of Moise Tshombe and the Kathanga,., Certainly, the casualty rate
has been vefy high, and the cost to the people of the Congo has been
terrible, ' ¢

And now two distressingly sinister features have emerged from that
unﬁappy country. Sir Roy Welensky, the Prime Minisﬁer of the Central
African Federation, a man who has made no'secret of his hatred for
racial equality in any sSumase form, has come out into the open as

Molse Tshombe's principal adviser and defender. He has advised Tshombe



on the attitude he should adopt to the United Nations, and in this Sir
Roy Welensky has had the active support of the Belgians., And.when Sir
Roy was interviewed in London recently, one Jjournalist asked him by

what aufhority he was interfering in foreégmy affairs since his country
was not yet independent., Sir Roy Welensky's answer sho his utter

contempt for ?ritish policy in Africa and for the %Yations. He
sald Britain was abdicating her responsibility \ g independence
to people not yet out of the bush; Britain % not know what was

going on in the Congo; he did not care w ybody thought, the Congo

was doing. And that was that. And not fool ourselves, Tshombe

was next door to his country and he w:z go on doing exactly what he

has defied both the United Natio apd the Congo Central Government

precisely because he has thiWerful backing from Sir Roy Welensky
es

and the Belgians, Both hé
of Katanga.

ted interest in the mineral wealth

But by far the distressing aspect of this Katanga business
was Dr. CruisqO' n's charge that Britain and France had tried to
sabotage U. p®¥rations in Katanga., These charges could be and were

dismisse®u 1 Mr, Nehru, the Indian Prime Minister, confirmed them,
It is:h::>o easy to dismiss them now, Under pressure from the Rhodesians
and the Belgians, it is charged, the French and British have tried
to obstruct the U.N. operation and this has encouraged Thhombe 1n his
defiance, Because the United States would have no part in this miserable
business Belglian crowds have stoned the U.S.Embassy in Brussels,

The tragedy of this business is that the authority of the United
Nations is now in danger and the fault this time, lies with us, ﬂot

&f Ramarreas

the Russians, Goodnight,
I) "
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Good evening: I am very glad indeed to see that the Government
had decided to marzEmzei set up a Commission to inquire to two recent

some
cases where the police = or, rather, axszEkiamxof 1 bgrs,- were

charged with ill-treating prisoners in their cus me of you may
remember that I suggested that this line of & ‘g\Be taken in my
commentary of Friday, December the 1lst., Of ,» I was not the only
one who suggested this; there were man people who felt just
as strongly about this. And I thin @ . Graham Perkins and the
Reverend Pronger did the entire ;ﬁgsc community a very great
gservice by their prompt and @-o s protests: and so also did the

daily press which gave the rotests great prominence, So I think we

might fairly and tru say that the government decision to set

up this commission answer to responsible and concerted pressure

from representat of all sectlons of the Jamaican community. And

that is a \od thing. It is good that the community should have

sensitive and sufficiently big to respond creatively to these pressures,
Giving in to public pressure on a matter like this is not a sign of ‘
weakness., It 1s a sign of strength; it is a sign that our democratic
institutions are in a state of good health; that our legislators are
responsive to public feeling. And it is in this spirit that I should
like to see all of us approach the enquiry.

There is one thing I hope we will not do, because I think it would
be most unfortunate., I hope we will not now, or as a result of what

comes out of the enquiry, condemn the entire police force for the



‘ 2
"..misdeeds of a small minority in that force., There ié a daﬁger that
some people may be inclined to do this, i

It is unfortunately true that many of us still see the police
és the enemy. This is part of the hangover from colonial days when the
police were in fact the guardians and agents of an externally imposed
'law and order', when it was their business to see ‘;EE, obeyed the

a i

rules made for us by others from outside, 1In thQﬁ\b t was almost
i

inevitable that there should be hostility and@
police and the ordinary citizens, ?
And it is equally true of course @‘ E ere are many people within
a

our police force who still have the 1 outlook on the duties

ion between the

and functions of a policeman, T ey eY they have to threaten and

frighten us into obedience, thaf\%ug§ have to bully ahd baton us into

submitting to the law. Bo ese views, that of the citizens who see

the police as the en that of the police who still feel they
()

are agents of some master, both these views are completely out

of date., What ha to the persistence of these out-of-date views
has been the

%ﬁgsency on the part of the government and the police
high co protect the police from public criticism and public
enqui uil some really nasty crime forced them into a court of law,

I hope Mexx¥uxxize Sir Alfred Rennie's enquiry will put an end to
this state of affairs., I hope that as a result of it the citizens and
the police will see mamkxmikkrr that we must depend on each other in
the/gigdqnd difficult business of building an orderly society based on
the rule of law and the sacred dignity of every man, no matter how

humble, Goodnight.
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Good evening: If the report in Wednesday's edition of the Star

is correét then Mr. Millard Johnson and his People's Political Party

had a rough time on Friday evening of last week when eld a public
meeting on the Spanish Town Road. According to 1t eport ‘members of
the audience took strong objection when P.P.P edgers attacked Sir

. The report says

was
so persistently that what xkex said@ ot be heard at times,., The

report says the demonstration got :ﬁw;

Alexander Bustamante and the Jamalca Labou

that people demonstrated noisily and s@er speaker was heckled
n

when Mr., Johnson himself took

the mik= microphone and declared NJo brown man in this country mean

you any good." Apparentl ;:EGEbe from the audience then yelled that
Busta had been here w eople from 1938 and that Mr,., Johnson

had Jjust come,
the whole in telling you this
Now/Xxxkx EHFRERRXREXERIIX AN is because I think it

carries a ve mportant lesson for every would-be politician, especiallj
for ever man who has political ambitions. And I think it 14 a
lessog th§t could be of very great benefit to Mr., Johnson if he really
intends To build a political career for himself X®m here in Jeamaica,

And the lesson, stated baldly, is this: any young man who wants to »
build a political career in Jamaica today must know something of the
Jamaican past and the road by which Jamaica came to where it is today.
For any young man to behave as though there was nothing before he
appeared on the scene, is to invite disaster., To dismiss the old
leaders as though they have done nothing, or as though their contributio:
was slight and unimportant, shows kmwmx two things: first, it shows a

lack of a sense of history; and, second, it is a dismissal of what



might be an important piece of the history of a people,
Certainly, in the case of Jamaica, you cannot dismiss Busta and
Manley without, in a sense also dismissing all that happened in Jamaica

between
X8 the years 1938 and 1961. Very important things did happen between

those years, whether you approve of them or not. An ‘;EE,, whether
'<:Ee/d

you approve of them or not, Busta and Manley wege ominant

political figures on the scene between these % And,xXm again,
t

whether you like it or not, these years an

years are now forever enshrined as par maican history. And so

it seems to me that when the audien ested agalnst the attacks

hese men did in these

on Busta on Friday night of las ng‘% ey were also protesting,
the Wejection of

instinctively perhaps, against/th istory of their past struggles

and the leaders of those S§Estruggles. And to me this shows a

political maturity a ense of history which many a leader or

from,
try and
It is not ry to/completely wipe out the past, The wise

would-be leader ca

man takes al \ﬁgst is best from the past and builds on it. He rejects
only theeRaW. d ih the same way the ambitious young politician would
be wi t§) acknowledge the contribution made by the old leaders. He
will build on it, and he will honour them for what they have done, and
then he will carry the torch until he, too, hands it over to a new

generation of young leaders suited to the new times. But this approach,

like all genuinely creative effort, is much harder and demands more
ie
than merely denouncing and tearing down. But it/Xmasmy¥ the only road

to real greatness, Goodnight,
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Good evening: There are only eight days more to go to Christmas,
The spirit of the season is on us and already fireworﬁtizsf going off
Y

and the round of Christmas parties are in full swi%

course one aspect of the spirit of Christmas an \
’

is of

an aspect to
which all of us look forward for a whole year o we tend to let
ourselves 'go' over the Christmas season v

But there are creatures for whom sttas is a dreadful time of
year, There are cats and dogs and s and other creatures for

whom Christmas is a time of rea I am sure most of you have

seen dogs and cats running i ter and desperate terror, without
knowing where they are g® to, while bangers explode all about
them, The animals 1 amily are pretty isolated but even so, we

always have to let nto our bedroom, especially on New Yearéds

Eve, when the {;11‘ s start on a hill which is at least a couple
us,

of miles a

grips@ d surely, it is not part of the spirit of Christmas

It is pathetic to see the utter panic which
to dri her living creatures into a state of wild terror,

And this terror becomes worse where little boys think it is great
fun to fling fireworks at dumb creatures just to see how they run., And
it is unfortunately true that there are quite a few grown-ups who also
go in for this sort of thoughtless cruelty.,:

Now, I am not suggesting that anybody should be deprived of the
fun of letting off fireworks, Let off your fireworks by all means,

But please iet them off in your backyards. And if you have animals,

get your animals indoors and reassure them, And if parents will tell



their children of the utter misery suffered by children, I am sure the
children will be more thoughtful and protective., The cruelty of
children generally stems from ignorance and it is up to parents to
telli them what 1s involved. But perhaps the hest thing of all is for
the father of the family to personally supervise the ‘ézijpg off of
fireworks., In thie way we ensure that the kids the@ do not come
to grief and no harm is done to either propert \ atures, In my

famnily we have solved the problem by Jjust t ing bangers. We have
Sigt

-

encouraged our children over the years terly contemptuoys of

the 'big noise'. Instead, we have a M deal of fun with sparklers,
catherinewheels, shooting stars, ra\g~ and all sorts of multi-coloured
fireworks that never let off a SEQ%}Q bang. So why not try a nolseless |
fireworks display this ye .‘%?h.might find it much more fun than just

making loud noises,

A Finally, a word road traffic, Let us face it, most of us
drink a lot moregat istmas than at any other time of the yéar. And
it 1s genera af®er we have a few under the belt that we tend to be
a little r ’ng. Of course, we do not see it as recklessness at the
time, WeNglMys feel in completeX control; in fact we generally feel
that we e more in control and so we tend to take chances that we
woﬁld not normally take., That is the real danger. So please, let us

take it easy this year. Both you and I know exactly what to do. So let

us do it and keep death off the roads this Christmas, Goodnight,
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Good evenins THb news.of the Indi&n military attack on Goa, Damao

and Diw poses a mvst 1nteresting problem 1n political lity. The

British Government and practiﬁ&lly the entiﬁh,Briti ‘:Egps have

condemned India as an - aggreséor.n Thé United éta ernment has

expressed 'strong disappraghl‘ Anq;mogg;wesf. wropean ‘countries,
like France, Holla.nd Belgium and Spain, hav' pdlowed the Anglo=-American

lead and denouneed India gs an agressJﬁ :}:';st Portugal, On the

military action, and 1t is reas§w; :Qertain that India will®get
support from EXEE: moqt, i 410 or the Afwo-Asian and Latin .
American eoﬁp;ries;f For thje bdsoﬁ}l q;peet'the Portuguese to suffer

a major political de

en-théy faisé thie matter in the United
Nations. But be t as’ it may, We 8till have the picture of one
ming

group ef_nations', BRALIRR the Indian dction as naked military agression;

while énot up of nations see 1t as an act of liberation. So, where
do. we gon ere? How do'we sort out thie business? Is India the
agreg@ the liberasor?.

To'gef at any sort of reasongbly qnpreJudiced answer we need first
of all to get at the f;ctss | .v

The first fact is the physical leewsbiess location of these enclaves:
All of them are on the west coast of Indla. Goa, the largest of them,
152250‘miles south east of Bombay and it is the main trading and
business centre_f&g Portuguese interests in what is known as 'Portuguese
India', Damao is the second in size and it is roughly 100 miles north
-Qf Bombay., And Diu 1is a relatively tiny island just off the coast,

roughly 130 west of Damao. Altogether these three enclaves have a total



p‘

cut of

land area of 1,540 square mi}gs,@gnd with a population which is estimated
at about 640,000, The chief exports of the enclaves are coconuts,
fish, salt, spices, caju-nuts and copra.

The majority of the people are Indian with only a handful of
Portuguese administrators and businessmen, The great %ﬁ.ty look and
live and behave and make their living like all the@ India's
400-odd millions. They speak. the Indian langua \ eir particular
area, but instead of English as the sort of sggzga.ianguage, Portuguese
is the second langhage. So in Goa which ‘;g:ﬁ more than four-fifths
of the total population, the main la a is Marathi, with Portuguese
as the second language for the edu %lasses and the business
community. In religion the majogin,pf the people of India's west coast

are Hindu, and so the majori the Portuguese enclaves are also

Hindu, And, as elsewher so have a small smattering of Christians

small group '
is/smakkeErimgx of Christians tend to be
: Catholics
mainly protesta Nthe rest of India, they are/Rmrimxmexe in Goa,

and Moslems; but whe
Damao and Di

S0 wh aN\&o in fact have 1s this position: Goa, Damao and Diu
are ne{iz:; , logically and historically, physical parts of India, not

£ separated in any way. The people are Indian in cultural, in
language, in race, and in the way they earn their living from the Indian
gsoil. The one big difference is that centuries ago the Portuguese
colonisers took thses bits of land from a politically divided India
and called them'Portuguese India'. The question now is,'Has the governmen

of a united India the moral right to get back these bits of land by force

Wa8'll look at this question tomorrow. So till then, goodnight.
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Good evening: I ended my comments last fight with this question:
'Has the government of India the moral right to get back these mmziavex

Portuguese-held enclaves by force?' In other words, 1% Indian
military
ory

government morally right in ite/attack on what t\ and geography

books call 'Portuguese India?’ Q‘
In the main, opinion in the United Sta d the West says no,

Indila was not right, And people who haw@? liked Mr., Nehru, and
t

heaven knows there are very many of@ he West who dislike every=-
thing about him, these people h \ d on this attack to call him

ve
two-faced, a fraudulent moraliéj\ahd'all sorts of other nasty names,

Nehru, they say, 1s alway uring the Western world about political
morality and now ﬂe h vedled himself as no better and in some ways
worse than those hegl! ed, T am inclined not to take these people
too seriously. t sgging their views should be dismissed out

of hand but \1n they suffer from such vast prejudice that we must
discount an half of what they say. These are the people who
dammedqthey Israelis for the capture and trial of Adolph Eichmann,., Their
sense of Jjustice and morality is terribly one-sided. Few of them had
raised théir voices against the slaughter of 6,000,000 Jews, But how
they clamoured about legality and Justice and Morality when this mass
murdere® was spirited out of Argentina to Israel.

i) would have taken the bitter protests of these people much more
seriously today if they had shown the same rare concern when India
did in fact try to settle thig?%usiness peaceful way back in 1957.

In that year the government of India invited the Portuguese government

to negotiate a settlement of the Portuguese enclaves, But the Portuguese



rejected this attempt of a peaceful settlement out of hand. Those
piéces of-Ihdian‘spil, they said, were 1ntégral parts of Portugal and
no nonsense, They were nbt prepéred to negotiate over'Portuguese
India', And neither Britain nor;Fraﬁcéﬂﬁof the United States used
their‘influence to persuade Poffuéélﬂx'hnd there waé ?:%E;g press

t

campéign or clamour of public opinioh’télliné the se that

ternatives:

the age of empires was dead. This left Indla wiﬁ\
 !11£ territory

.

she could eithef-acéept ﬂhé‘faét phat part of
. must forever be heid by the Portuéuese or e e,could act on her
own to free it. Néw she has acted, \ se'ndte that she did not

Just act immediately after Por‘buéa&ted her call for negotiations.

For four years, between. 1957 anv

means, It was only after th 1led that she resorted to Torce,

So if we say that India moral right to resort to force then we

ber 1961 she tried peaceful

are also saying that al has a moral right to hold on to Indian
soll for as long 1kes or forever. We may not intend~1t that
way but that t would work out in reality. And so we® come
right backeglo t uestion of morality in politiecs.

est of times there is very little morality in polities.
Certail bsolutel political morality is almost completely impossible
for governments. Within this limitation, it seems to me that India
has a xmepx vastly mmzk stronger/?gzzlthah Portugal., We may regret that
she had to resort to violence, but the oldest and now the/ggi;ﬂix backwar
of the world's colonial powers forced her to it. And that, of course,

is the real problem of political morality in our modern world,

Goodnight,
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Good evening: When the Bill provided for a pensions scheme for mmx
the members of our House of Representatives was RXxxk passed last
Wednesday, I wondered just what public reaction wou %eople in
all countries tend to be very suspicious and verpne¥ti€al of their
politicians. They always expect their politie pull a fast one,

and they sort of nerve themselves for it. A&%ihh y are particularly
susplcious and on the alert when polit% ailse their own pay, or
bulld a new canteen, or give thems allowance or set up a

pensions scheme for themselves. ¢ And i1s 1s as true of Jamaica as it

is of all countries where peg:le ely elect their governments and

enjoy freedom of speech,

Some of you may remember the general reaction to the
proposal to raise ries of Ministers, Nobody objected to the

fact that some c servants were drawing more pay than the Ministers

under whom t erved., But many people felt it somehow wrorg for thege

Ministe iMecrease their own pay. And yet you know, if soﬁe{df these
ad)stayed in private business or gone into it, many of them
might have earned fomr and five and ten times what they get as Ministere,
And it is a simple fact that any private individual who runs a private
business with a staff about the size of/gﬁi gialleét ministries
generaily gets more pay and a whole heap more fringe benefits than

thé most senior of our Ministers of Government. So any man who 1s really
out to make money would be a fool to go in foP politics.ip Jamaica.
Indeed, I do not know of any country which is n;t a dictatorship in |

which any man has made a great fortune out of politics. Possibly the
best paid of the politicians are the members of the United States



Senate, but even there I do not know of a single Senator making a
fortune out of his political income. Of course, there have been the
crooked politicians who have used their posdtions to make large sums
on the side, But I am not thinking of these now: I am thinking of

L ]

straight and honest earnings in the form of salary an%owmces.
€,

And the fact 1s that most politiclans end up as po often after

x ite of this

time our politicians

a lifetime of service to their country. And ye

hard fact, we all still tend to be suspiclous
try to improve their wages and condition %
And quite frankly, I think this y healthy attitude = if
we do not carry it too far, I thi good for them to know that
we are watching them? they will ’en e careful of what they ;1ve
themselves, But I think we Wt want to overdo~it. If we create an

atmosphere in which the o scared of the voters to give themselves

decent pay and cond.i sWe might end up with a situation in which

only people of infe€

joﬂ\\?

any other big ’
second-rat x the quality of the political life of the country

ability, people who cannot make the grade in

in for politics. And then we will have only the

might s seriously. We do not want politics to be only a.rich man's
busine And so I am all for this pensions scheme, especiallyiéince
they themselves are going to contribute to it, But ofcourse what we

do want is not just a pensions scheme for politicians, We want a national
pensions scheme for every working person in this country so that every
person will be able to spend the last years of their lives in freedom

from want after a lifetime of work, Goodnight,
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Good evening: I hope you will yxmm agree with me that politiecs
and the problems of the world should be put aside for the next few
days. We have these things with us all the year r&% I think it

is a good thing to get away from them for a few d\ nd what better

few days than over the Christmas season,

I am afralid some of us are getting to int where Christmas

is seen as the most hectic weekend of QG’A , something you prepare

for with a kind of desperétion. Mo@ is spent, more food is
eaten, more liquor is consumed. nghe re times when I have felt,
over the past few days, that_we Mot very far from a straight

commercialisation of Chris kt is the merchant$' peak selling

period - he can do mo Nsiness and show a greater turnover than at

any other time of gr., You know the line: 'No daddy can afford
not to give his 1is super=-duper machine' or 'Mr. Y is giving Mrs.
Y this super N of so-and-so, See the stars in Mrs, ¥Y's eyes, If

you want, stars in her eyes @0 like Mr, Y.' It 1s the big sale;
it isQig YPusiness, | ’
And in the last few days I have seen the big sale going on with

people getting bad tempered and rude to each other, Although trade is

‘not as brisk as the merchants would like it to be,’ the gpace is 'still

heetic for their shop assistants, And when you have been on your feet
all day, and you are tired and.you are worrying about your own

Christmas shopping, and about how to make ends meet, you end up being

not exactly in the most tolerant or friendly.frame of mind. And so whenw

a customer walks in who ies difficult and demanding, you may suddenly

lose your temper and snap at them, . «



But it is not only the shop assistants whose tempers are frayed.
The nerves of the customers are in pretty bad shape too. A woman who
has spent hours going from place to place trying to get exactly what 3
she wants at exactly the price she can pay, will gradually build up
an irritation., She is tired; she 1is hot and sticky; cr 8 have bumped

into her; the traffic has been impossible; the chilgten a walilting at

. home; there is dinner to be prepared. It all bul& to a very

unpleasant view of the world, And when the sh stant seems to be
taking her time, or igno}ing the customers,‘EFBbwoman may suddenly
flare up in anger. ‘

In the course of one afternoo e witnessed at least four
such violent flar;ups between stomers and shop assistants., And it
is a gad and depressing sigh 0 s€e to women snapping and snarling
at each other in public pla and saying cruel and hurtful things
that they would not dgl saying normally.

And then of co ere are the buses. They all seem to be

running behind sc le round about this time., And so-they bull their

-

way througlhyt ¢ and leave passengers behind, loaded with parcels.

And the sts ard the motorists are all in a greater hurry than ever
beforey so we have everywhere a desperate and dangerous and baq—
tempered scramble with no thought for each other.

I think it is time we stopped and took stock, We are approaching
Christmas more in the spirit of a Pagan Bazaar, and'we are wrong.
Christmas especlally 1s a time for thoughtfulness, for friendliness,
for helpfulness., And the great social lesson 1s to love thyi neighbour.

Goodniéht..
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'tw‘ice or even three times. And there is a 3-
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Good evening: I travel up and down the Red Hills road
every day. It is the wey to work from home in the %ﬁ.‘ngs
and the wsy home from work in the evenings, and go_a e
very least I make the trip once a day. Often ve’ to do it

i!\m of the Red
of roadway I

Hills road which is just about the worst pi
know in the corporate area. This section the Red Hills

Road begins when you leave Dunrobin and go under the
bridge. It runs all the way unti et to the Consolidated
Bakery. It is a series of potho f sandbenks, and of
treacherous bumps. I think tﬁ‘:g}; tle stretch of rosd causes
more damage to cers than asézgih r short stretch of road that

I know of in the whole ate Area,
And the worst of it begins at the bridge below

Salford Avenue and 2ll the way to the Bekery. The bridge
below Salford Ave 8s been closed down for nearly half a

year now and al avellers to Red Hills have to meske a detour
through twiting roesds, in a built up area which wes not plenned
to teke s eavy traffic, And the work on this bridge is so
slow t t looks as though it might remsin clesed for another
half yeay. Every single resident of Red Hills I have spoken to
is bitter in his or her criticism of the snail's pace at which
the work has been going on.

Below the closed down bridge we get what can only be des-
cribed as just ebout the most up and down road ever found on
reletively level land. The road bounces from e rising into a
dip, then up to enother rising, end back into another dip again,

And this goes on and on until you reach the bakery. After the
rain this rising and falling becomes even worse because we now
heve deep pools and rutted sandbanks to cope with as well.

And all this adds up to just 2bout as nasty and dangerous a



piece of road 2s you could wish not to be on.

Work is now going on on the road., It is being widened,
The workmen are putting up concrete pevements almost right
up against the walls of buildings on the right going down,
so it looks as though we will only have a pedestrian sidewalk
on the left, but perhaps this cennot be helped sin<§E:s will
have to have a wider road if the Red Hills Rock JHa ea is
to get a decent bus service. And certeinly, i¥ls in
particular is in very great need of a dece R‘g\service.
A growing number of young men and women meldown from Red
Hills to jobs in Kingston, At the mo y ere dependent
on a single country bus which mekes journey from the
distent fastnesses of Sligoville. i % bus makes only one
journey down in the morning, and\d is late or bresks down,
all our young men and women r sing their jobs, This is
he the problem of children who
ondary schools in Kingston, And
they are in a mess if s is lete or kind motorists do not
give them lifts. i ow*of at least one school which sends
them home if the

serious enough. But we a

have won scholarships t

So in the berest of both work and educetion we need a
decent bus ’kg?ce.» And for that we need a decent road. And
Just wigde he road without also filling out the rises and
“the di not going to solve our long term problem. As
long@hese rises and dips }exist the Red Hills rosd is going
to be almost impossible after %ke rain,All the texpayers money
spent on it, will go down the drain. So let us also have a
levelling of the Red Hills Road, Plesse,

Goodnight.
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Good evenings I think that one of the best Christmas: steries
I have come acress is te be found in the December issue of,the
Reader's Digest. And like all good Christmas storiesysit is &'
children's story; it is the story of hew a child Peacted’to the
oldest and most important situatien for every %xrusd-echristisn.

As usual at this time of year many schoels™are putting en fthe
Nativity play and so this stery could be S€%¥win Jamaica er it ceuld
be set in Africa er any country ef\the werld. It is universal.

It is the stery ef the Ckmistﬁa& Pa.gaant. It is also the story
of every little bey, and €very little girl. It is the story of &
child anywhere in the werld whe comes from s home which is truly'
christian. The d&ﬂ&gléwparents are not rich but father has a job
and so they maRRgdwie” make things werk out. There is emough te eat

they have chalTs®, and there is a sense of security in the family.

b

it is a hgsq,itable familys a family which never turns away the
strsng\r, g family in which the parents live out their christian
beliefses They help their neighbours in any way t_hey can. They think
and speak well of their neighbours. They show no envy, no malice,
and no bitterness towards those who have more than they have; and
they do not look down with scorn on those who have less than tl.1ey have.
And so the child grows up wit h a true christié.n spirit. Nobody
tells it that this is the true christian spirit. There are no high-

sound ing lectures in the family. Mother and father live a good life.



B

And it is this child who is sele'ct;&-) to play the part of the
Inkeeper in the school's Nativity play. The child is excited about
the play but becomes unhappy when it d iscovers tk:at it is to tell
Mary end Joseph that there is no room at the Im when they knock on

the door to try and find a place to rest and sleep. oout

- the rehearsals the child always burst into tears when

pomt where it had to turn away Mary and Josep er could
‘not uﬁdersﬂﬁ the reason for this odd behavm@o the teacher
tried to find out why the child always w pomt. explam-
ed that nobo dy at its home, neither nor its fa.ther had ever
turned anybody away from their do teacher understood but the

play had to go on,and so the tey lained that nobody was really
1y mak

being turned away. This ww e belief. The ch:‘ld tried to

accept this explanati tWit still wes not very happye The world

of reality and th of make belinf are often the s%me for a ohild.
At last th the performanae came. The sghool was packed
with parents children, end everybody was excited. The curted went
\ras Mery and’ Joseph stending in front of the In knocking
or. The door opened and the little innkeeper looked out at
d sail in & most unhappy voice "I am sorry there is no room at

the In" and then he added in a sudden burst of friendliness "But

won't you come in and have a drink." Goodnight.
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Good evening: To me Christmas and the meaning istmes
is summed up in these two stgries  from the Gogpe ording
to ILuke in the very beautiful treanslation of Rone\h x.%w~nald;.qw§%

It happened that 2 decree went out at t‘;&%&; e from the
Emperor Augustus, enjoining that the whol should be regis-
tered; this register was the first one es;?aﬁring the time when
Cyrinus was governor of Syria.All must d give in their names
each in his own ecity, and Joseph be<5%;’ David's clan and family
came up from the town of Nazareth, 4 alilee, to David's city
in Judaea, the city called Beth , to give in his neme there,
With him was his espoused w Mary, who wes then in her pregnancy,
s%ill there that the time came for her
a2 son, her first born, whom she

and it was while they were
delivery. She brought f
wrapped in his swadd clothes, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no room tiem in the Inn,

In the same ry there were shepherds awake in the fields,
keeping nigh tches over their flocks., And 211 at once an angel
of the Lor e and stood by them, and the glory of the Lord shone
about t ;80 that they were overcome with fear.. But the angel
said them, Do not be afraid, behold I bring you good news of a
great rejoicing for the whole people., This day in the eity of
David, a2 Saviour has been born for you, The Lord Christ himself.’
This is the sign by which you are to know him; you will find ‘a
child still in swaddling clothes, lying in a menger., Then, on e
sudden a multitude of the heavenly army appeared to them at the
engel's side, giving praise to God, and saying, Glory to God in
high heaven, and peace on earth to men that are God's friends."

And the second is the story of the Good Semaritan,
It heppened once that a lawyer rose up, trying to put him to the
test; Master he said, what must I do to inherit eternal life?

Jesus asked him, What is it that is written in the law?

What is thy reading of it? And he answered, Thou shalt
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love the Lord thy God with the love of thy whole heart, and thy
whole soul, and thy whole strength, and thy whole mind; and thy
neighbour as thyself. Thou hast answered right, he told himj; do
this and thou shalt find life., But he, to prove himself blame-~
less, asked, and who is my neighbour? Jesus gave him this
enswer; A man who was on his way down from Jerusalem Jerico
fell in with robbers, who stripped him, end beat hi went
off leaving him half dead., And a priest, who ch= be going
down by thesame road, sew him there and passed \ he other

side. And a Levite who came there saw him, ssed by on the
other side. But a certain Samariten, who his trevels, saw
him and took pity on the sight; he went him and bound up the
wounds, pouring oil and wine into th d so mounted him upon
his own beast, and brought him to where he took care of
him. And next day he took out o] er pieces, which he gave

to the Innkeeper, and said, Teke of him, and on my way home

Which of these thinkest tho ved himself a neighbour to the
man who had fallen in ki the robbers? And he said, He that
sheweth merey on him. n Jesus said, Go thy way =znd do thou
likewise, Goodnig

2

I will give thee whatever el‘igﬂg owing to thee for thy pains.
To
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Good evening: I hope you have all had a wondewful and femily
Christmes and that today, Boxing Day, has been£fu¥l of restful
fun, I know we all know the meaning o£ Chris%més, even though
some of us-may tréat it as just anotherday~fon Big eating and
hard drinking. But I em not so sure that 'we &Yl kmfow how Boxing
Day came by its name. I remember many Bozizg Bays ago, when I
was still an easygoing young bachelof, a friend and I tried
to find out just how Boxing Day seame, by its name. We had no
reference books to look up andg Qd’;é eprREinga® made up our own
explanation, and it is one which\I am still rather fond of. It
went like this: throughout Chyistmas Day everybody was kind and
thoughtful of everybody ‘el®e., Pecple had too much to eat and
drink and no exercise, ‘ané so, on the morning after Christmas,
in the olden daysy™tiley used to work all the over-eating and
drinking out of thelr system by turning that day into a sort
of universal boxing matches And 211 the people of the world spent
that day boxing with each other, in a very nice and frgéendly sort
of way of\course: hence the name Boxing Day.

«JThat“is of course not the true meanipgrand explanation.

Q*ip 21l likelihood we can trace this feast day back to a time
be?%xe christisnity, though it was not called Boxing Day then,
In the daysxmf when the Romans worshipped the stars and the
elements Saturn was one of the mightiest Roman Gods; and one of
the greatest of the Romen feasts was called the Saturnalia, which
was a monumental pagan binge of eating and drinking, On the day
after this feast the Roman citizens gave parcels of the left-over
food and drink to their slaves and household servents,

Later, during the early days of the Christian era, boxes
were put in churches and during the Christmas Day services the
wealthy were invited to put their gifts for the poor into these
boxes., On the morning after Christmas Day the priests opened
these boxes and distributed the gifts among the poor in the
communi ty,
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In those early days church offerings were not only in the
form of money, and so I think it is reasonable to assume that
real boxes rather than collection plates were needed., One could
hardly put a chicken or a huﬁk?of roast beef or a sucking pig
in a collecting plate.

From this, in feudel times developed the cus where the
baron or the squire, and their ladies of cours %ented boxes
of food on the day after Christmas to the se igzggﬂ

who lived and worked on their estates.

peasants
Still later, and nearer modern time serfdom gave way
to wage lebour, employers made up thes stmas Boxes and gave
them to their employees on the day ery Christmas., The day
after Christmes was trgsditional t deyxamwkikzik on which what
we would now call 'the Héves . eir gifts of food and clothing
and the like to the 'have nqts'. was the day on which the
errand boy and the post manﬂghﬂffhe policemen oﬁ the beat

received their Chris s from the grand ladies and gentlemen

with the fine house eautiful carriages.

It is only i detively recent times that this ancient custom
has changed an ents are given on the last working day before

Christmas ingte df on the day after Christmas.
So, t{;ii nally and historically, today ie’the day of
d

giving., xx the day on which the boxes of good things to
eat, es of clothing,wgii handed out to the poor. But times
c the world in which we live is much more democratic.
The r are no longer a breed apart who must only celebrate after

Christmas, Boxing Day is a reminder that this was not always so.
Goodnight.
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_Good evening I think it is time wee took siock of
the year that lS fast dying and pick out the high*points

lcf the news of the pagt twelve months. So letsus Spend the

lest few days of 1961 in a sort of survey=0f, this dying year.

,In JanqatyﬂI think the most importenad® 1ocal political
event was phé’bfb%k between Mrs., Rose\Léom and the Jamaica
Labour Perty, * Ybu will remember ¢hat Mrs., Leon resigned
from the J.L.P.on the week-end %aginnlng Saturday January
21st. At the time there seemed(gpeat confusion inside the
Jamaica Ldbour'Party. On ¢he broader West Indian scene
Januery saw the coming_of fuld internal self-govermment to
Barbedos and -the emergep®e of Nr. PetersD'Aguisr in British
Guiena as the firstggil(%e conservative leading a conser-
vative party. Off the, international scene the very first week
of 1961 opened with/ disturbing news from theee corners of the
earth. In ﬁg; away South East Asia there was a2 running
crisis in Laog with the Communists warming up the cold war in
a very cenfused and confusing situation., Nearer home we had
news ofutﬁe break in diplomatic relations between the United
States 2nd Cuba., And from Belgium had come the news of an
actibe’ National crisis with strikes, street-fights and violence
the loss of the Congo's massive wealth., Finally one of the
most important items of news on the international scene was
the inauguration of Mr. John Kennedy as the thirty-fifth
President of the United States on January 20th. There were
ofcourse other lesser items such as the lsunching of Rose
Leon's new party, the conflict between the upper and lower
Houses of our Parliement apd the ground-bresking ceremony
of the National Stadium.

February opened with a strong wave of critieism of the
K. S, A. C. and the Public Cleansing Department because of
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the state of our streets., In February too we had our first
bus strike of the year and the snnouncement of the 8ugar

Workers' Pension Scheme. .

But possibly the most important talking point in Jamaica
in February was the sudden eruption of the race and colour
question,

On the international scene two topics dominated world
headline. The first was the recession in the Unitates,
the emergenqéQ@f;yest Germany as the wealthies d_most
powerful economic force in western Europe. \

)

The second was the death of Patrice lgiamb « For Africa
and indeed for the whole world this wa e st important
single event of the month., Its rep SS;?:ZS were felt through-
out the world. There were demons % at the United Nations
and indeed in all the major ci the world. Rigﬁt here in
Kingston we had a protest marcﬁ\\h ugh thecity.

March began with the new the tumble of egg ﬁfices to
3/6. This was very welec the housewiVes. And on March 6th
the people of Ghana ted their Independence Day which "

5 speed with which Africa was marching to
. the total number of independent Afr?can
ty—niqp and Africa became the most powerful
single bloe in ernational affairs exerting the most powerful
influence Q}\gny group of nations at the United Nations. One

of the,restlts of the new Africa was the forcing of South Africa
out oI\t Commonwealth,

dramatised the fanste
Independence.
states rose

re at home the Governor opened the 1961-62 session of the
Parliement and towards the end of the first quarter of the year
we were in the grip of a erippling strike of government sub-
ordinste employees.
I will continue the survey tomorrow, so till then,
goodnight.
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%
Good eveningi One of the most striking events of this dying
year here in Jamaica was the great debate on the quest of race and
colour discrimination. This debate reached its pe té;:? the second
guarter of thé year, between the months of Apri d June, I am
sure you all still remember the outlines of th ebate: it stirred up
étfdngg‘pggsior}s in large numbers of peop %people insisted that
there‘ﬁié;m?ial discrimination in Ja Q?chers insisted that there
was none: some were all for talking@nole thing out; others did
not want to talk about it at alchcused those who did talk of it

of building up racial hatred.?che whole those Jamalcans who were
8

dark-skinned and poor wa% talk about 1it; the light-skinned and
d\t uppress the talk, Some of the light-

well-off Jamalcans wa
skinned people even his debate as the beginning of black racialism

taking over 1n@ ca, and a few of them packed up and sold out and

left this 1 .*® Now that all the passion and fear has died down a

little 1T\ 1ld be possible to look back calmly and assess the value
of t;cis\bate. Was 1t a good thing or was it a bad thing?

Now, we all know that compared to most countries in the world
Jamaica 1s relatively free of racial discrimination., And in terms of
the English=-speaking world Jamaica is the freest where race and colour
discrimination are concerned, That is the picture in comparative terms.
But when you'stop comparing the racial situation in Jamaica with the
raclal situation elsewhere then the picture is not all that perfect.
Jamaica's racial picture is perfect when compared with that of South

Africa or the United States, But the dark-skinned Jamaican boy or girl

e



who cannot get a jJob in a commercial bank or big insurance office, or
the front office of some large commercial establishment, is not
interested ‘in comparing conditions with South Africa or elsewheré.

*

To him or‘ﬁer this is discerimination based on colour, and no amount
of comparaﬁiwe argument makes any difference to that c And it is
a fact. E&éy,today, although this pattern is chan‘&%: wly, all
‘you have to do is walk down King Street or Har \ eet and look
‘into the big stores or big o.ffices. With ra e%ptions the people
in the ffont.ofﬂices, the people behind n¥ers, the people at
regept’ion de;ks, ‘are light-skinned. %{—skimed person with
ability faces odds because of his o%dark skin, A black girl may
be a very able secrtary but her Wes of becoming the personal

"secretary to the managing di of the firm are so slim as to be

almost non-existent. An rk-skinned person knows this and so

he or she cannot pre hat this problem does not exist, It is easy

for someone who a victim of this situation to deplore all this
talk about r an®colour, Indeed for a long time all those who have
benefitted this situation have succéededvin suppressing all talk

is

about @a colour, And we all shared in the deception that there
NIE nNo

our problem in Jamaica, It is not a big problem and it is ¥
not a difficult one to solve, but there certainly is a colour problem.‘
In the seéond quarter of 1961 we began to face the fact of this problgm
by talking about it, And the credit for starting us talking about this
problem in the second quarter must go to Mr. Millard Johnson. Tomorrow
I will discuss the high point of the third quarter of the year, so till
then, goodnight.
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Good evening: There is no question and no doubt about the high

point of the third quarter of this year, On the 19t ‘;EE>ptember the

people of Jamaica rejected federation firmly and\ds ely. That, both
1

for Jamaica and for the XExxX other West Indis s, was the high

point of the quarter and the high point of ar., Years of planning
and scheming and hoping and dreaming f eVYcreation of a unified
nation out of ten scattered 1slands brought te nothing in a
single day. At the time when w m is decision we saw it as our

business only. We knew that it wa 1kely to mess up the entire West

Indies federation, but hink many of us saw much further than
that. For instance, think many of us realised fully the
master-plan to whi ain was working and which made her so very
anxious to see U de the federation. Now, looking back, we can

see the unfa

‘SQé of that master plan a little more clearly.'And we

W our decision has messed it up a little,

Britain had reached the point where she could no
longer sustain the role of a colonial power, even where some colonies
seemed unwilling to be liberated. But even more important, the economic
and political pressures from a revitalised western Europe, led by
West Germany, were getting too much for her., When the Ruropean Common
Market was first formed Britain was strong enough to refuse to join.
At that time she said her associations with the Commonwealth made it
impossible., She knew that she could not be both an integral part of
the economy of Western Europe and still play her traditional role in

the Commonwealth, This was true when the Common Market was first formed
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and it is still true today. And so, when Britain changed her mind and
decided to apply for membership of the Common Market, she knew that
certain very clear results would flow from that decision., First, the
nature of the Commonwealth was bound to change, and second, that in

the long run the Commonwealth itself would fall apart %hink we can
d

now be pretty certain that Britain does not like

to take this course of action. But she has no ‘}%‘V
z

Western Europe or else Western Furope woul q ze her: it is a
guestion of survival. And so she tried dE:?;;f house in order before
taking this decisivel step. She set %erating her colonies and
dependent territories as quickly a@ble. But she ran up agaiﬁst

a snag in the Caribbean. There Md isdand colonies that were too

of having

he either joins

small and weak to achieve }n ence on their own and the federation
seemed the only way of rid of them in a neat and tidy manner,
But we upset the ap y voting 'no' on September 19th. And so
she was saddled t e problem of colonies that she no longer wanted.
And as far a ﬂ‘&; s concerned we 1n Jamalca were responsible for this
messy stat arffairs, I think the decision to restrict migration is
in part

ne expr

of Britain's irritation with our decision, It is likely
that th estriction would have come in any case., But I think our
quitting the federation just brought it about a little more quickly,

And so the third quarter of the yearf, with the referendum as its

high point, clarified our own new situation in the world and gave a fore-

warning of Britain's decision to be rid of her remaining colonies., It
also heralded Britain's turning from the Commonwealth and towards

Western Europe. Goodnight,
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Good evening: This is the last working day of the last quarter of
the fast dying old year. And for most of us the working day is over

-
and we are getting ready for midnight tomorrow when we herald in the

new year, %

For us in Jamaica xasxxmfx® the high point of %ﬁole of this
year was, of course, the referendum decision. \think for the
world as a whole 1961 will be remembered as ear when man first
ventured into outer space. If there a iving a thousand years

from now, and in spite of all the a d threats of war, it is

very likely that there will be: @ en will look back at this year
hi

as a great turning point in e ory of mankind. Indeed, those men

of a thousand years from n 11l probably be alive becauae on Friday,
April the Tth, 1961, ear-old Russian airman named Yurl Gégrin,
wag shot 200 miles o space, circled the earth like a glowing
star, and then w ght back to earth safely again. After all the

thousands of !&‘? of his existence here on earth, man had finally

n® that tied him to the earth, .It may take time; the

r3te may be high, there may be many disasters; but now that

he had taken the first great leap forward, man is bound to conquee
space, That is his nature, It 1s part of man's nature to battle against
the unknown until it becomes the known., That is how he battled against
the frozen death of the north pole until hé mastered it., That is how

frozen
he is now battling against the vast/continent of antartica, Many men

®
have died in these battles but in the end man has triumphed. And so it
will be with the journey to the stars, .

And to the people of a thousand years from now it would not matter



that the first man who ventured into space was a Russian. Because if

if man survives for ®nother thousand years it will be because mankind

has overcome its stupid and silly little prejudices of nationalisms

and racialisms and all the other little isms which would reduce him

to a cipher. So the people of a thousand years from now will be people

who travel the sky-lanes between one star and another, d they will

not lobk at each others' colour. And much of the higtho © this pericd

~they will find primitive and barbaric. They willE:E X of us as
ignorant and backward people who spent our re buf&ding up
military strength while millions starve and‘%thh ngry. They will think

our cold war a silly, childish and dan@. usiness, But they will

forgive us much because GhamRx G Einsten lived im our time:

and one taught us morality and V er one taught us scieaie. And
they will forgive us becaus oma¥ Mann wrote 'The Magic Mountain' and

E.M.FOrster wrote 'A PassaX 0o India' in our time. And they will

forgive our other bar %because we also had poets and singers

who dreambd great and sang sweetly. And then they will say:
"And it was in th ar 1961 that those primitives finally broke the

and move
grip of th r¥% so that we may live/among the stars," And they will

bless u :
f\::;>ar that is dying was a great year, ladies and gentlemen.

A year of difficulty Put also one of great achievement. I think our
descendents of a thousand years from now will feel quite proud of what
wae achieved this year. So, let us look at the stars at midnight
tomorrow and salute the future with pride and hope.

Goodnight.
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