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(1) The Black Bastard . 

(2 ) Dirge for a Dark L0 ver 

(3 ) Love in Sunl a nd . 

( 4) 

(5 ) 

(6) 

(7) 

Two Shots Soun ed . 

Sweet isery . 

Too Free an . ~oo asy . 

an ~nd Woman Business . 

(8 ) ~ Dog y/ith Mone • 

( 9) Black Man , 1.fni t e rJoman . 

(10) Heritage from Sl avery . 

(1) Irnpossih e Love . 

(t2) Sugar and Rum . 
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119A, Duke St . , 

Iv anche ster Pl a ce , 

Ki ngston , 

April 23, 1962. 

I.ly dear ' br aham.s, 

I n your broa dcast tel ling about your hojhiday in 

t he country, you made a mistake in de scribi ng t he Yallahs a rea , 

and, without eani ng to , a l so co itted an injustice to t he 

Yallahs Val ey Land ut i1ori t y . 

The reason you d.id not se e any water r unning under t e f ordi ng 

was on a ccount of t he long drought w ich cause d t he n to divert 

al l of t he water i nt o t he i rrigation channel s . 

on i1ednesday the eight eenth of April I , too , was i n t hat part 

of t he country . On my way ba ck t o town I drove t hr ough Heartsea se 

and E s i ngt on . The standpipes i n Heart sease had plenty of water. 

11 the irr i gation channels were full to t he brim. 

Here a re t 'rn exampl e s of the worth of t he work t hat t he 

Y. V. L .. has done . 

J u st bef ore you rea ch Eleven Liles , you cro s s t vo f ordings. 

The f irst one cro s sed i n coming f ro 1 King st on used to be bone dry , 

except jus t after a sl ower of r ain. I n t he past yea r or so I 

have ob served t hat it a lways ha s so e :vater i n it , even during 

t he l ong drought which has recent ly passed . 

1/hen you go past the Yalla s primar y sch ol , you come upon a 

steel bridge span1 i 1g t he Mundicot iver. I t al so used t o be 

dr y most of t he yea r . Now it usua l l y contJ a i ns water , ost of 

w i ch f~ ows underground , but one can see t - e oi s ture seeJ i ng 

up above t he 00i l in pl a ce s . 

The most br uta l i ns t anee of defore st at ion which I have se en 

is on t he southern slope s of t he uanta Cruz Mountains. Thirjy 

year s ago t nose l ands were covered with tree s . 1:hey s11owed the 

ef f ect s of t he f requent droughts , but they survived . ~t andi ng 

i n the churc yard a t Litit z , you could tra ce t h e course of an 

underground stream byte sl a t i ng line of dar ke r green al ong 

t he mountai n si de leadi ng to l l i gator Pond. Today near l y all 

of t hat covera6e has been de stroyed , l eavin0 t e bar e skeleton 

of t he ount a i n exposed. Even now t ne memor· of that r ape make s 

me f eel angr y. 
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2. 

In ~t . Thomas where wicked deforestation has occurred is on 

the southern slopes of the hi lls which rise from the roadside 

between Yallahs village and dhi te Horses . The next tirne you 

pass tha •• way, take a look , and you will see what is being done . 

It i s nonsense t o cut up lands to give t he peasantry , unless 

t hey are ta110 ht how t o use what they have received. 

Pay a visit to Bat h Fountain and ten walk up to t he dam 

where water is impounde d. to supply the t own of Bath . You will 

see the hill side s st r i pped of natural vege tation , to plant a 

few crops . That expl a i ns why flo ods are so f r equent t ere . 

The l ast serious one r a ised tie bed oft e river over fifteen 

feet in some pl ace s . But because of t he sacred votes of 

t he SL1all pl anters our author ities refuse to make t ough laws 

to prevent t hat sort of t hi ng. 

Spea\ n of t hat remi nds ne of a little i ncident . At t he 
!'-

fountain they have a footbridge leadi g t o t he outdo or bar, and 

to a bridle track that clirbs the hill . It is made of wood , and 

has t o be repai red oft en , on a ccount of the damp climate . 

Once while it was being r epaired I asked t ~e man i n char ge 
(!~~7 

of the job , " 'Nhy don •t you make it out of re- i nforce d .Q@ffient? ' 

Then you will have a l a sting j ob . 11 

He answered , "You ex_Ject e to put eself out of work? When 

I dot at I won ' t have any ore contract ." 

Somehow the a ricultur al off icers seem unable t o get it across 

t o our peasantry how urgent is tie nee~ to conserve t he soil . 

1 ell , t his has been long enough , and you are a busy i an . 

Best wishes from , 

Yours truly , 

.... . ~ .. ~ ..... . . 
( W. G. Ogilvie . ) 
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r y dear Abrahams , 

119 , Duke St ., 

Manchester Place, 

Ki ngston , 

Apri l 12 , 1962. 

Some time a go I sent you a novel f or your comments . 

At the time I did not realise how much you are entangled with 

work. How on earth you ke ep up that pace doi g so many different 

things at t he same t ime , without having a breakdown , I cannot 

imagi ne . 

/ould you be so kind as to br ing down the story to your of f ice 

and I will send round a bearer f or it~ I , however will f irs t 

check with you by t •lephone t o f ind out if you have r emembered 

to do so. 

In your broadca st deali ng ~ith t he fai l ure of t he P . N. P. 

i n t he elections , you left out an important item which was 

st a te d by Ulric Si rn11 onds , namely tha t a l ar ge number of persons 

di sliked the attempt to build up a father image of Manley . 

They fel t tha t it see ed to be thin edge of dictatorship. 

The ordi nar y Jamaican i s very suspicious of anybody who is too 

br illiant , particularl y if he belongs t o a social level 

hi gher t han t hey are i n . 

All are del i ghted a t the fact t hat everyone of the P . P. P . 

candidate s lo st t heir deposits. Many fe el t hat Johnson is 

not quite sane; and more t han once I have heard t he que stion 

a sked where he gets a l l the oney to be car ryi ng on his 

campai gns . 

Keep well , and ca r ry on the good ·1 ork. 

Yours truly , 

1/A~ 
········7 ·········: ..... . 

( d . G. Ogilvie . ) 
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