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Chancellor, Mr. Jit Samarce is a world class avanger
and compaser fou the steel pan, neputedly the enly acoustic
instuument to be invented in the 20t centuny. Widely traveled,
be bas perfoumed within the Caribibiean and across the world.
Jit Samanca is self-taught. With ne fomal inotwuction in
musical theowy, he unites awn scares and avanges complex
wenditions for Umaoce Renegades, an oxchestra that fe hao
pewsenally assembiled.

Bown in  Suwvey Village, Lopinot, Ininidad,
Jit Samarce was ene of thinteen children in a way of lfe
framed by his father’s work in basic agriculture but alse by
the creativity of his mather, who played the dhclak - a
weddings. fter thein mather died, when Jit Samarce was
enly eleven, the seven Samarae Kids played for financial
suppaent but alse for stability and cobesion, filling the dark,
still evenings (in a life without electuicity ox telephone) with
parang and calypsa, with folk and classical music. (fter
thinty-six yearns, this family band, now Samaree Jets,
swwives under his COuother’s management, and includes




Jit Samaraa on the guitar pan.

But the duum beats in his blood. Jit Samaree
encountered tuaditional pan in the late fifties. Multiracial,
multicultural Lopinot provided a weady conteat for breakting
tuaditional assaciations of ethnicity in facusing on pan (an
(fre-Trinidadian invention) and compasing and perfouning
East Indian Music en pan. Ftis inferited musical talent
proceeds on dewn the genevations, his son being an avanger
Steelpan Pancrama title in 2002. Jit Samaroe’s awn varied
accemplishments include folk, classical, chutney and East
Indian music; fe alsa cambines many shythms of his nation,
as in La Junity. Fuom a wnal cultue that was partly
Hispanic, pantly Indian, partly (frican, he has cawvied
of the Renegades, campasing over fifty original pieces of
muosic, for sale, duet, quartet and full orchestra. Of these,
Meditatiorn may well be cansidened his mast demanding and
rewarnding waork.

Jit Samarce dreams of a music school for young
pannists, of incorporating a pan section in a full
conuentional onchestra, and be has abready perfouned in a
cambination of pianc and pan. Jndeed fe has picneered
Caribibean music on a number of dimensions: with the
Samarnoa Jets winning the finst religious steel band music
festival in 1972; winning the first pan chutney festival in
1985, and nine Naticnal Pancvama Titles between 1982 and
1997. Longfellow describied music as the universal banguage
of mankind, and cutside of the Caribliean, Jit Samaroe has
played in the New Odleans Jazz Festival, and in France on
Bastille Day in a presentation for cver two million peaple.
Wearkd interest in the steel pan brings its awn challenges, and
be warns of the need for patenting the instwument, as a
steelpan factony develops in Switzedand and as Japan

Fe has leen showered with awards and honouns:




Fummingbind Siluer, 1987; Chacenia Silver Naticnal,
1995; Puresident's Qward for Cureativity and Eacellence,
1996; Legends of Pan Award from JFuinidad and Jebage
ol (uts Institute in New York, 2001; United States of
Ametica Cextificate of Special Congressional Recognition,
2002; Guinidad Ftilton award for dedicated sewice, and
Jeon of Tuinidad and Febage award from the Puime
Minister, 2002.

Saoftly spaofen, bumbile and self-effacing, Jit Samarca views
the pan-yard as an environment of community spinit and
national pride. Jtis dedication to excellence in Caniblbiean
music and his unassuming bolduess in inteuveaving the
culture of differing ethnic groups into a musical fusion that
expresoes the hybnid identity of his nvegion has been a

Chancellor, J present Mr. Jit Samaraa, and ask that by
the authority vested in you by the Council and Senate of The
Univensity of the West Tndies, you confer on him the degree
of Dactar of Lettens, foreris cawsa.

St. Quguotine campuo
Octaber 31, 2003




