Tt appears that tobacco eultivation was besun in the West
Tndies in the seventeenth century, Many changes have been witnessed
since its inception, and former important producers like the Leeward
Islande and Barbados have since discontinued production., Small
qantities are produced mainly for local consumption in Br. Hondurss,
Br, Gulana, Trinidad and the Windward Ielands. It is in the larger
islards of Cuba, Jamdica and Puerto Rico that the industry assumes
a major economical role,

Culturel systems in the srea are in generel of a similar
pattern, but while stendards in certain parts of the larger producing
islende are considered high, in meny cases, especially where grown
by peasants, the methods employed leave room for a great deal of
improvement,

Greatest attention has been paid to the production of cigar
tobaceo, and Cubsn and Jamaican cigars have, sttained a high standard
and are renowned the world over for their excellent quality. Cuba is
the principal producer of shade grown wrapper leaf in the area, the
other islands being almoet wholly dependent upon imported supplies,
Cigarette leaf tobaceo is grown in Cuba and Puerto Rico for manu-
facturing purposes but not to eny appreciable extent in the B.W.I.,
experiments are in progress however to determine whether its production
is worthwhile, Results continue to be encouraging,

The U,8.,A, is the principal merket for the tobacco products
of Cuba and Puerto Rico, while the bulk of the Jamaica produce is
exported to the U,XK, Quite réoently however the Jamaicean cigars have
been receiving severe competition on the U,K, market from Cuban cigars
and as a result exports to this market have declined substantially,

Appreciable/
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