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By JOHN BABB
^ vSTEELBANDSMEN yester-
day poured out their prob-
lems to Government hoping
that solutions could, be found
for an improved life for them
and their art iorra.

They complained of numerous
problems — from difficulty in
getting a panyard to practice,
to employment opportunities,
to a pan tuner's brain drain.

The complaints c a m e
from the majority of 93 steel-
bands who had represen-
tatives attending the opening
day of the three-day Govern-
ment-sponsored National Con-
sultation on, the Steelband, at
the Chaguaramas Convention
Centre.

The panmen's litany of
complaints was launched in a
vigorous opening speech by
Mr. Roy Augustus, President

•f the national body — Pan
Trinbago.

He opened tip with a
criticism of Government for
awarding the Trinity Cross 'to
Garfield Sobers, and not to the
inventor of the steelpan.

Representatives of Tobago
bands called for special works
projects to provide employ-
ment for panmen on the island.

They also suggested more
massive use of steelbands at
sporting events, the rac«-

1 tracks, cinemas, and tourist
; venues like the Governor
General grounds and Maracas
Bay.

Like some of their col-
| leagues in Trinidad, the To-
! bago pamnen said they were

Iso/faced with the problem

of not getting paid in their
jobs when they were given
time off to play.

Mr. Barry Yeates, of Textel
Am-Boys said the National
Cultural Council should pre-
pare literature on pan and
produce documentary films, j

He attacked the NCC, which'
he described as "one man
working on a book," and
asked : "What does it do for
the Steelband ?"

Mr. Yeates accused the
"bigshots" of using the steel-
bands lor sexfish purposes.

He suggested trade courses
for panmen "en masse'* to
equip them to get jobs.

More radio time

A representative of the
Trinidad Lake Asphalt steel-
band complained of pan tuners
being encouraged, to leave the;
country by being able to earn
more outside.

WASA Silvertones c o m -
plained of WASA itself not
having work for its panrneu,
even after some of them were
persuaded to join a union, to
qualify for employment.

They also complained of
inadequate sponsorship ar-
rangements.

Cordettes of Sangre Grande
complained of panmen being
swindled by the recording
companies, and called on tele-
vision to pay for band ap-
pearances.

A representative of Boys-
town suggested that the radio
stations play more Steelband
music, giving lesser known

bands more exposure to the
public.

Mr. John Makham, of
Sylvania East Side Symphony,
complained of the problem of
acceptance by their own home
society in San Juan.

Mr. Gary Simmons sug-
gested that panmen be trained
to get gainful employment,
and hinted at an agricultural
scheme as an avenue of em-
ploy ment.

Mr. Joseph Renaud, of Solo
Harmonites, called on Gov-
ernment to make contractual
arrangements to protect bands!
and ensure that they are paid
by the promoters. •.

He blamed panmen forj
their preference to "soul"
music rather their own, andj
queried .* "How many of
them buy steelband records in-
stead of soul ?"

The Tobago panmen also
complained about the lack of
technical and qualified musical
advice — unlike their Trinidad
counterparts.

Mr. Rudolph Charles be-
lieved Government already
knew what should be done to
help the panmen, since in 1968
an industry was proposed to
employ hundreds of panmen.
He had also discussed thej
problem with the Prime Minis-
ter in 1970.

Mr. Charles charged that
the panmen were still like
''little boys, going arounj
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ging and not demanding what
was due to them."

During the post-lunch ses-
sion, the discussions centred
on the Steelband — its preser-
vation as an art form; the
organisation of bands — in-
dividual, regional and on a
national level, and the pan-
yard as a workshop and com-
munity.

Mr. Yeates, speaking on be-
half of Pan Trinbago, sug-
gested that the anthropologists
and sociologists be called in
to study the preservation of
the Steelband as an art form.

In relation to organisation^
it should be left to the in-
dividual Steelband to do its
own thing, while in relation
to the regional and national
levels.the Pan Trinbago's Con-
stitution made provision for
this.

Mr. Yeates also suggested
that a panyard be allowed to
remain a panyard to be run by
pannien.

Mr. William Johnson, of jOld Oak Casablanca, called
for training of panmen i n j
present sleable skills, and ;
social acceptance of the pan-
yard theatre. Cassablanca al-
ready operates one.
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*REPRESENTATIVES of th^ Samaroo Kids — the fa mily steelhand at yesterday's Consultation! *Lelt
right: Manager Fitzroy Gafr, Miss Pauline Samaroo and Mr. Lalchan Samaroo.


