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deserve pan 97
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PAT BISHOP the conduc- ever danced to or boasted

tor of the West "Indxan To-

about " his indigenous ' in-

bacco Desperadoes in the  strument to invest $10 in
steelband festival whlch _the one thing distinctly:

opened last night, once ob-':: Trinidadian and - which,”
served that Trinidad’ and ~more than

Tobago did not deserve

steelband smee as a eoun- ;

try we did not know what &
z:;,-. of a ‘“preliminary t:cket"

’f'v .» (g

to with it. -7

;-put this tiny nation on the
cultural map of the world. !
".Ten dollars is the pnee

~Ms anhog m closer ‘to’ and while the Festival will,
‘the ‘steelband ‘movement - naturally, reach its zenith

‘than’ most’

”‘people ‘of ‘her - in the finals, such is steel-

background. She has given ‘band competitiveness that

unstmtmgly"‘"of her - ser-.

attendance at the prelimi-

vices towards'- the ‘steel- | naries over the next few’

~| 'band movement out of love
_for the instrument and out
of an uneompromxsing be-
lief in its® worth to tho
world of music. .
i~ Her -exasperation after
the accolades Desperdaoes
“received 'in the Umted
‘States, this’ year, is there-
fore understandahle. "In
Trinidad, "in spite of the
ritual decln.rations before
and after ‘each Panorama

and each Festnval, the gen- :

eral attitude is indiffer-""
ence almost as\lf well
.| almost ‘as“ 1f ‘we “do not

. know what to do w1th it.
Usually. when that

charge is made the orgam-'

sation indicted is the gov-
ernment but one cannot
escape the feeling that
“pan” is a collective res-
ponsibility and we have all
failed,  and one feels, too, -
that in our attltude to- |
wards this’ ‘thing-we have'"
created, lies part. of the’
answer to the things that
‘are wrong with Trinidad
and Tobago. 7 3{i231 3% &%
One fears, for' example,
that the preliminary and
semifinal > stages = of - the
competition” will “ not "be
well attended, not because
money is . the® problem,
since the situation was the
same during the ‘‘boom,”

_but because too many Tri-.

nidadians feel that support
for the steelband move-
ment is everybody’s res-
ponsibility but theirs.
Surely the news that the
organisation is $600,000
short of its Festival Budget
- should galvanise every em-
ployed Trinidadian zho

s~ guarantees exposure

‘to ‘'some of the best music:
heing played in the world.

:The, truth is Trinidadi-

ans do not have much re-
ga_rd for each other. Here
you have hundreds of men .
,and “'women who have

: spent days and hours prac-
~ tising“-and prectising on

their™ instruments -

___aclneve a particular level

of proficiency and the like-
" lihood, as they move th-
~rough™, the preliminaries
into the semifinals and fi-
nals -is they will only be

 assured 'of an' audience

: worthy of their efforts on

one mght—the finals.
They: have given many
nights of their lives. Most

"so-called pan aficionados

are only prepared to glve
one. '

< The typncal Trlmdadlan
retor by perhaps,” is “who
send’ them!’—nobody

forced “the steelbandsmen )
and | steelbandswomen to .

sacrifice those’ nights. But,
if not™ them, who? Who, in
these times ‘of ‘“dub’’ and
“rock” is go_ing to contin-
ue flying the steelband flag
if not these Trinidadians
touched by the steelband
muse? And who is to pack
the Jean Pierre Complex
to its rafters to judge and
applaud “if not us?
tourists - whom festivals
like these are supposed to

woo? To believe that is to.

believe that somebody oth-
er than ourselves has to
protect and  nuture us.
Come to think of it, that is
part of what is wrong with
Trinidad and Tobago.

- Fernando
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