Addressing the problem of metals

By SELWYN TARRADATH,
Education Officer of Pan-
trinbago.
ON August 25 I had
reached the point of dis-
cussing the standardisa-
tion of note placement and
metals. .

The steelband was born
out of a need of the people
to express themselves
musically. Because con-
ventio instruments
were not readily avail-
able, they had to impro-
vise, using whatever ma-
terial that could be easily
obtained. s

The 45 gallon
seemed to be gut in place
‘t;{ rovidence for the birth

e steelband. Wartime

activity, and the presence
of the US Armed Forces in
the colony, provided the
initial supply, which was
to remain with the
lopment of the petroleum

deve-

Thus by an act of des-
tiny the instruments of the
steelband were pre-deter-
S, oo aol mernin
, Size m C
q\mﬁety. . S
Experiments with
shapes have been going
on,
Wathuse has been suc-
cessful with designing ob-
long and elliptical shapes.

-Fifths Tenor

Some people, in an effort
to create an instrument

that is easier to play by
orthodoxsta.gdar&, ve

- beentrymg to design the
notes to follow the sequ-

ence of the keyboard,
where each tone is fol-
lowed or preceded by the
one next in pitch to it in the
western chromatic scale.

The problem with this
pattern lies in the tuni.nf,
as it is almost impossible
to block the notes from

engineer Jomo.
. self to styles bei

running into each other on
the metal surface. Nates a
major second a| orless
produce bad onics
and tuners have learnt to
lstzay away from this prob-

em.
The circular shape of
the instrumeat has lent it-
evolved
which are suitable to this
particular shape. There is.
usical

by the genius of Anthony
Williams to design the
most acceptable style of
pan to date, the fourths
and fifths tenor.

I believe that the pan
has evolveggfﬁdeqﬂy to
prevent much experimen-
tation with its present cir-
ulﬂaelr . Size li;: com-

et erent bag.
;Anﬁtétpny Williams w&

e to recognise
limitations of the 45 gallon
oil drum in making proper

instruments. He designed
a mould to make a larger
ent with sheet
metal of a specific grade.
He was able to tune a lead
from the note A, last
line of the bass clef, which
is the range that most
m ta]le: instruments fall

into. .
The demise of the great
Pan Am North Stars and
Tony’s own ill-health pre-
vented further experi-
ments in this field, but
panmen have always been
yearning for more notes,
y on solo instru-

ments.

Larger drums are avail-
able in Europe and the US
wi they are specifi-
call produoedfprstogﬁ‘.

nuclear and

continuing the work
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industry.
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