I. IRTRODUCTION

1, fdetorical

Rice forms the prineipel feod of more than half of the population of
the worlds The actual date of its firet cultivetion is not kmown, nor is it's
place of origin, though botanical and linguistio evidence (7) indicates this to
be in South-Bast Asia, and there are records of rice sowing in China as early
as 2,800 BsGs (16)s Thore is no trace of rice as a native plant in the early
niotories of Egypt, Persia, Groece or Romes It 15 not mentioned in the Bible
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before Ohrist (35).

The introdustion of rice into South and Central Ameriea appears to have
been relatively recent - at the beginning of the Seventeenth Century (17)+
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was not until about 1840 that any large export trade began and only from thie
date has the erop becane of major commercial importance.

Vaohine m114ng, 1o of even more resent origin, and it's development
hae oreated a demand for move uniformity in type of grain and honce the modern
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