ABSTRACT

‘The achievement of independence by Guatomala
did not bring about national consensus. Both the
ninetoenth and twentieth ccenturies have been marked by
aharp divisions of opinion emong, rival nationaliste
goncexning the development of Guatemals, These divisions
are reflected in the policles of national pgovernments,
and in vigorous and unco:promising opposition to the
governments in power, So intense are the views of rival
nationalists that opposing groups accuse each other of
being anti-national or anti-Guatemalan. In this mutual
confiiot institutions such as the Roman Catholic Church
mey be attaciced then re-establ shedyg forelgn inv Ste
ment encouraged then opposed, the cllgarchical |
minority group suoported then challenged, the masses
assisted then reprisals tascen against themy or the
United States favourcd then op.oved. One side of the
.canfiict may be su poried by the prevailliung government
while an opposing nationalist group impatiently avelts
ite bturn to reverse the programmes of the goverumeut
which it op oses,.

In cbntemparary Guatemala, the national
govornment by striving to institute sociow-ecuanonic
reform witbhout alienating the traditionalists has
failed to atiract the sitrong support either of the
traditionalists or of the masses., Althourh since
1944 the masses have come to participate more in the

activities of CGuatemala through labour uniouns,
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eooperatives, and politlcal parties, lhe problems of
| poverty and "soclal injustice” ave far from being
solved, The“cause" of the masses hae therefore been
firmly tekoen up by comnunist guerrilla organigations
whose aim is the overthrow of the present "system®
At the other extreme, the system as it stands ds
protected by the traditionacisits Yor whom the
maintamence of traditio.al values is regarded as
essontial Tfoxr the achievoment of 'modernity' without
ereating instebility or seriously disrubting the
traditional system of socigl relatiouships., Consensus
sppears to have been reached only on (uatemala's
- elaim to British Honduraa; and o Guataﬁaia's
relations with Mexico,



