11
ABSTRACT

The magnitude of alcohol-reiated traffic accidents
has assumea Serious proportions and shows no sign of
diminishing. What is even more alarming 1s the extent to
wht1ch aicohol is consumed: also the prevalence of 11llegai
drug use and iis potential effect on ariving capacity are
causse for concerns.

The need for surveiliance and research 10 drug-
reltated Lraiviric  acohidents s also  cruciai Lo the
development of strategies armed at accompiishing Lraffic
safety measures.

Tnis pilot study was carried ouL in the Kingston, 5.
Andrew and 3t Catherine areas of Jama::ca. Lt examines
the presence of alconol, marijuana and cocaine 1t blood
samples of 31 persons Tatal,y 1njJuriea in road tratiic
accldents dur ing the period Jandary to March, 1991.

A counsiderable proportion of whe samples tested had
biood alcohol concentration ({BAC) 10 X ess ot
SUmMGs, 100mls. A combination of alconoi and marijuana was
found in 22.5% of the samples. Cocalne was detected in
one sample only.

The study also highlights the numerous difficulities
and 1ssues which are 1nvolved when 1n«e4tlgat1ng this
highly sensitive probiem, BONE MO 1SSUES Whilh are
assuciated with preventive intervention are examined anda

2UYgesti1ong TOr resciution are given.



