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SELWYN TARRADATH, Education
Officer of Pantrinbago, continues his
series on the steelband.
DOClm{ENI'Il\iGhistowcansfor
details and specifics. Events,
occurrences, names, dates, placa;, :
masmsandothm'conmbutory
factors must be taken into account,
analysed and recorded.

This is why there was a need to
ldmnfyanamethht.hebrﬂmﬁhe
latzit:elbam:lW‘assmnm“s Sm:atl
ppened to be in the limelight a
the right time, and the calypsonian
bestowed on him the honour of being
the father of the steelband. The
medmfoﬂowedsuuandamythwas

No one can deny that  “Spree” was'
in the forefront of the pionee
movement, and that he established

spam dumtuﬁ the reat
Wm-ld War,

phenomenon to occur t under
themaudmetyw:%gltﬂneir
knowing what was going on.

There are few people alive tnday !

who can ‘Elve a falﬂ)ar:dccurate

devek:rment of the steelband, and I
had the privilege of getung
account from two of

On with

dplwem, Oscar Pile and Lennox

This was during the opemng phase
of the Business Administra

Course for Steelbandsmen be
conducted by the Extra- Mural

of UWI. Both of them werelecmnng
to the class on History of the
steelband along with Ian Belgrave
and myself.

* These men are regarded as living
archives, and each year they are
besieged by requests from foreign,
e vt b g the

ogy who are doing their
thesis on the steelband.

Two persons who have ust been
awarded their doctorate
studies on our indigenous mstmmem
are Stephen Stuempfle of the
University of Philadelphia, and Jeff
Thomas another American-
University student.

Ironically our own world
renowned an logist Dr J.D.
Staff wtll:: lﬁmmorfhsdember o

at of Sport
Culture, Youth Affairs and the
Creative Arts, has not as yet

blished any documents on the
Ellstory of the steelband.

I am reliably informed that Dr

. Elder was responsible for such a

roject which was requested by the

te Prime Minister Eric

Williams some years ago, and that
he has done indepth research in this
area with the assistance of Oscar
Pile, George Goddard and other
ploneer steelbandsmen.

The Ministry is also staffed with

an ethno-musicologist in the person

the

" IDEDER

of Mervyn Wzlhams andan’ |
. historian Michael Anthony 'I‘hey
have in'their possession all the
. material collected by George
Goddard before‘h;s demise.
present Prime Minister,

ANR. Robmson hasrecentlymade. R

a call for the documentation of the
history of the steelband. He should

check with the relevant:Ministry to .
p— | :

ANR. OBINSON

B

2

. material collected
* his family have in their
personal

] Lo 5% SRS

task of documentation

have almady indicated their
to hand them over in the
national interest.
We are appmaclnng the Ministry

to
pgfle a}so have personal
archives ected over the years,

and these could be obtained in the

" . national interest also. I know of at

There some s in the
el g;pGoddard but

possession
. his vast archives, and they

WINSTON 'SPREE’ SIMON

'ﬁndwtthereasnuforﬂledelay

As Education Officer of b
Pantrinbago, I have been
Fyf quesuonsmthateﬂeﬂto
ofﬁcmlsw:ﬂlwtgemnga
... satisfactory response

least two people who have a wealth
of material in

namely, Lennox Pierre and G
Simmonds.

We are calling on the Ministry to
immediately set their experts,
Messrs An y, Elder and
Williams to get on with the task of

. Steehband in‘conjunchion wita

Pantrinbago, in the national interest,
before people like Oscar Pile and
Lennox Pierre, who can venﬁ;rdost

: ofthefacts JomGeorgeGod

eelband is our national

N treawreandltlscovetedbymany.

Alas we.take both the art form and

*. its practitioners for granted, the
* attitude seems to be that anyone

who can devote his life to the

gteelband must have nothing else t

The omwng that keeps many c
us goin ides the love, is the
knowledge that people in the outsid
world share our appreciation for th-
phenomenon and understand its
value.

The history of the steelband along
with other aspects of our cultural
heritage should be properly °
documented and taught in our Socia
Studies programmes in school.

Foreigners are more interested in
our culture than we are, and every
week I have to deal wi uests
for information from abroad. I have
compiled a simple document to
assist in this respect, but we reed

- something comprehensive which the

resources of Pantrinbago cannot
provide at this point in time.

Of all the printed matter dealmmlf
with the steelband, only Errol
Trinidad Carnival: Mandate for
National Theatre has an air of

- authenticity about it, and that book

is currently out of prmt

For our own information and the
education of our children and others,
the compilation of the information

-already in the hands of the

of Sports, Culture, Youth Affairs and
the Creative Arts needs to be
completed and printed as a matter
of urgency.




