
Year 

NEWV COM:MEN T~RY 
For broadcast on Wednesd y 
De cember 31, 1980 , 6 . lOp . m 

Good evening: This yePrp which iG now fast drawing to its close 

was a very bad year for Jamaica nd her people: it was a year of 

h rdship , shortages , massive bloodletting , n ssive unemployment, · 
' deep nd ugly divisions and partisan pol iti cs gobe mad to the point 

where b bies and school children and helpless old people all became 

vi ctims of p rtisan politica gunmnnship; it was a yeor in which 

,~ ., some Ja aicens ssva ed their fellow J, aicans as bru~All y and 
f #,;· 

. . j 

cruelly, in deeds and wor ds, as t ough they were morta l enemies . So 

few of 1..4.., will njourn or look b ck on t he passing of this hard an 

for so very many Jpmaicans . Instead, most of us will 
.. ... 

., .. bit ter yea 

look forward ith av r ie ty of hopes t o the new year . 
v • he universal '• 

J maican hope is thet 1981 will be a better year for all J rma icans . 

And high on the list of hopes is the hope for an end to violence and 

lawlessness and return to politi ca l peace . And this, I think , is 

a hope th t can be fulfilled in 1981. ' he lections ere only just 

behind us . For a ost all of 1981 t e new govern ent with its very 

strong mand8te, will still be only in its first year of o fice , wi l l 

only really be beginning the task of government t he country for the 

next five years . So there is no re a son for the hotting up of the 

political atmosphere . And in n relatively quiet and calm poli tic8l 

atmosphere political violence ' ill tend to ab te and perpa.ps come to 

a stop . S t ra i ght crimin 1 violence is another matter again, bu t I run 

sure the security forces are uite capable of dealing ith that brand 

of crime an violence which i s not connected with partisan politics . 

So I think the hope f or politic 1 pea ce can, and probabl y will be 
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fulfilled 
/a~k±KIK« in 1981, especially if t he new government scrupulously 

abides by its declared intention to end victimisa tion and a ssure 

'equal rights nd judtice' for all J'ama icans. This is particularly 

important if we a re to have political pea ce in the ghetto and other 

de pressed areas: and it can be done, given the willo And once there 
at every level of 

is r eal peace/DI: the political community the return to harmony and 

co-oper a tion at every level of the society will follow, if we all 

work at ito But I think it is impor tant for us to always bear in 

mind tha t peace and harmony ~re not and c annot be achieved by bullyin1 

and pressuring an d suppressing unpopular opinions: the essence of 

peace and harmony is unity in diversityo J maicatl" knew this once, 

before t he days of polarisation, J amaicans can know it again. Perhaps . . ... 
the hardest of all the hopes to fulfill in 1981 is that of bringing~ 

,, . 
down unemployment. But a star t c an and must be made, and I think 

1981 should be the year in which J amaica 's trade union movement t akes 

on its f a ir share of responsibility for helping to tackle the 

unemployment problem. Up to now the unions have l ar gely behaved as 

though tha t responsibility rested exclusively on the shoulders of the 
on t he one hand 

government/and business man agements on the othero I do not think it 

is in their own best interest to continue a long this lineo If they do 

a day may come when the va st an d growing army of the unemployed may 

be used to break the b ck of the trade union movement itselfo So the 

l abour movement ha s a self-interest in helping to ease unemploymento 

They can do so by encouraging job sharing so tha t t wo workers share 

the sqme job: one doing three days the first week and two days the 

second we ek and the other on e doing it the reverse way; and they c an 

ban all over-time and so bring more pe ople into the work force 0 By 

doing just these t wo things the present unemployment rate can be cut 

by between one-third and one ha.lfo It is all a ue stion of caring and 
of t he willo I hope we have both in 1981 0 So ha ppy New Year and peaC1'­~n a love. Goodnight 
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Countdown to 1981 : 
The St a t e of t he World 

tha t is going to be turned aroUEd an d t ha t will show rea l growth in 

1981? If we axe, a s some people s e em to suggest, going to see the 

s tart of i - r eal economic growt h in 1981, t hen it will be some thing 

of a minor mi racle , be cause all t he l ear ned predictions for all the 

r est of t he world suggest t ha t the economic outlook for 1981 is a 

gloomy one. The Western in dustriali s e d countrie s expect their 

unempl oyment to rise to somewhere in t he region of 25-million plus 

by t he end of 19810 The hope is that the most developed and the 

most productive of the estern economies may achieve a t wo-an d-a-half­

to-three- percen t r a te of gr ow th, if, an d this is t he very big if, 

if t he r a t e of increa se in t he price of oil can be ke p t in line with 
.. · ~ k llA. s~ ~ 

t he pr i c e s t he se Western c ountrie sl manufacture and export. And in 

order t o do tha t any time t he price of oil goe s up t hen t he prices of 
~ 

t he goods ma de and exported by the Western cotintries ~ a lso go upo 

An d this of cour se leaves t he non-oil pro ducin g Thi r d World c ountrie s 

in a particul ar bind. They cannot just r e s porA by s aying t ha t ever y 

time t he price of oil goe s up an d the price of t he manufactured go ods 

t hey i mport goe s up t hey will up t he price of t heir sugar or citrus 

or c offee or o t her agricultur a l products. C©untries with some minera: 

re ource, such as our bauxite are a little better off, an d will f~ 

a li t tle be tter off than t hose who depend only on t heir a griculture 

to pay for t he t hings t hey import ; but they would still be at a dis-

a dvantageo So , if things are bad for the Western world on whom we 
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depend, it is difficult to see how they can get any be tter for us. 

An d things are going t o be ba d in 1981, e s peci ally f or the orking 

people. The British government ha s already started t o cut back on 

t he socia l programmes which have been a t the heart of t he welfare 

sta t e which came into being a fter world war t wo. And t he other West 

Euro pean countries are just waiting to see how Mrso Thatcher's govern• 

ment makes out before trying t he s am e thing : if she succeeds it will 

be t he go-a.head for l ar ge-sca l e dismantling of iJI'[ su ch welfare progr­

amm es a s free me dica l care, subsidised hou s~ nd public transport ~p 
and a whole r ange of other welfar e services. American soc i a l l-:ervic e s 

are nowhere ne ar a s compr ehensive a s tho se of t he Europeans but the 

word is tha t the in-coming Re agan Administra tion is to drastically 

cut Am er ica ' s socia l progr amme s. Like t he British Con s erva tives of 

Mrs. 'l1hatcher, the Reaganites hav e talk about cutting big government 
and big government trimming 

/ s pending. Mrs Tha tcher' s pe ople have failed ho pele s sly a t/tk:i:a 

the bureaucracyo It is always easier to trim we lfare programmes than 

to cut ba ck on bureaucracie s, as Ar. Carter l earned and a s I think 

Mro Reagan will l earno In deed, we ourselve s, poor and small a s we are 
~~ 

have not don e La.e- well a.t cutting ba ck on Big Government even after 

the elections. The point is t ha t prices will continue to rise in 
For instanc~, 

19810/U.S. meat and poultry prices a r e expecte d t o s how ma jor incre a sE 
~~~ 

while socia l services lwill decline an d growing unemployment and the 

fe ar of unemploymen.j will act s deterrents against increa sed wage 

demandso This is how it i s oing· to be in the West in 1981 and 9 

t herefore, this is how it is going to be with us. The state of the 

world, a s 1980 draws to its close is depressed both economically and 

politica lly. All the indica tions are t h t tha t de pressed sta te will 

be c arried over into 1981, an d in deed, t ha t things may even get worse 

be fore t hey get bettero It is wise to plan against this r eality 0 

Goodnight. 
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.. f E WS COW EN 
For bro , des 
December 26 , 

I 
' 

1980 , 6 ~10:p om 

D y, 1980 

Goo d ev enin g: An6 1 h o pe y o have had v ry p ace fu l an d a v ery 

happy Chris tma s t hi s f er , :-nd t ha t wha t r emai ns o f the t h e holiday 

sea son will be s Ef e . l ease e c a r e f u l ov er t hi s weeken d o There 

will be l o t s of par t i e s and p l ace s ·-o go to and some peopl e re 

go ing t o eat 2.nd drink r a t h er more t han t ' ey U;:::,ually- do . So be 

on gu r d a g a inst driver s wi th !::> l it tle mo.c e drink than u sual un der 

t he i r be lts. hey c an be dan ger to t heJn :;;e lVE)S a s 1 ✓ ell a s to others& 

I de ally, i t shoul d be possib l e for a wi f 1:; or g i rl- fr i .end to t ake 

over the duivin g o f t11e c a r Vihe n t he man has had J1 t oo much to drink. 

I f t h a t i s n o t .f>O t3S r bl~ t hen wi fe r g irl-fr i en d s houl try, s 

dipl oma tica lly- a s possib l e , t o pe r s uade t he river t o t a'e it e a sily. 

Peopl e who are dr liln k t en d to be aggrt;:ssive in the i r dr i v ing as well 

as in the i r reaction t o tho s e h o try to g i ve advice; s o h ow t h e 

sdvice i · g iven is moB t i mportant . In s pite of a ll t he dvice a gainst 

i t , there will b e some people who drink and drive o o tho se who A.r e 

wi th t hem will h '" ve to a ssuJne t 12e r e s ponsibility o f helping to k e e p 

dea t h o f f our ro a ds o And then t her e i s the d nge rou s usine :;;s of 

l 8 avin g li t t l e children or v er y youn g ch ildr en a l on e a t home while 

go ing t o partio so Ne h ve ha d m 1y deaths in the p s t, usu a lly by 

fire, be c c u s e of thi s o I f you mu s t g out nd le -.ve young children, 

try an d fin d s ome grown-up person t o sit with t nern o It i s worth 

p y i ng a f ew ollars t o h ave so e a dul t s t ci y i ng i th you r children 

whi le you ~r e out at parti e so The s fety sr:. per hap s t 8 live s of 

your children may de pend on this. So, p le a se t a ke c a r e of the little 

on e s 0 I r emember on Boxin g ay 1979 iscus sing the qu e stion of h ow 
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we are goin g t o man a ge t h e sc arciti e s o f t h e 1980s, an d in wh ose 

in t ere st t h t man a g ing is going to be con du cte d . I roIJ. ember 

c oncentra ting particular l y lhn our publi c tran sport in t h e light 

o f t he esca lating price o f oil-ba sed en ergyo I t old you t ha t in 
D r din ar J wor k ers to 

Eur ope the overwh elming ma jor ity o f pe ople - from/ te .chers, n urse s, 
pr of e ds ion als, 

sen ior civil s erv an ts, senior technicians ,/ma bus in e ss man a ger s and 
a llr ou t i ne l y 

'Yi ember s of Parli men t -/tr av elled by public transpor t . u t their 

public t r ansport ser vice s were and are cle an and regular ane c our t ­

e ous. Her e the s me c a t egori e s of pe ople will no t use public t r an s­

por t becc u se it is s o po or and dirty an d unreli a bl e . So we s pen d 

more b a dly- n eed fore i 57 1 exchange t han we ne a lly n e ed t o in order to 

brin g priva t e c a r s into t he c ountry an d t o ke e p t h em on ·he roa ds. 

This i s n ot t he be st ~ay to use scar c e resource s ; an d t he pr ice of 
. 

oil ba s ed en e r gy i s s till r i sing . Th e n e w gov ernmen t mus t e ither do 

a b e tter j ob of r e s ource an agemen t a t t h is l eve l or e lse a ll the 

h i gh h ope s an d h i gh expe c t a tion s gen er t e d by the Oc tober ele c t i ons 

will come to n othing. An d t hen t h ere i s t ne h ar d probl em o f our 

still-r ising un em ployment. Thi s i s t he s ing l e mos t explosive o f a ll 

t h e pDoblems t his n a tion fr c e so Every t h in g e l se we do, e very t h ing 

e lse we ni a y a c h ieve, or hope t o r ch i eve, c an be s ir a s h ed i f we do 

no t c ome t o gr i p s with unempl oymen t .. ' hether e do it by wa y of' job 
j ob-crea ting 

r oa t a tion, or by job-sharin g ( whi ch I f av our) or by the/ntiixmli11uriii:Rm 
o f 

m:fxiilU[ k i nd/ ork s programme s in 'traduce d by Ali,e r ica.n President Fr ankli?l 

oo sevel t during tbe Gr e t Depr e ssion of t h e 1930 s, or b y a combin a t­

ion of t he be s t oi a ll of t he s e , J Amaica mu ~t be gin t o r oll b c k t he 

pr e sent un cce.pa tble l eve l of un empl oymen t be for e t h e unempl oye d 

them s e lve s turn on the s oc i e t y . An d we do n ot nRve too much time to 

get s tarte d on t h is one o So t h e ·ooner t he pr e sen t e u ph or i g ive s 

wa y t o h ard r .., a lism t he be tte r ou.r ch a nc e s o f c op in g in 19$10 
Go odn i ,g:h t 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



Christma s Ei v e , 1980 

N WS COMMEN -~ARY 
:P'or broadc a st on We dne s day 
December 24, 1980 , 6 .lOp .~o 

Goo eve n i ng: What i s t he s t a t e of our worl d on t h i s fi r st f}hristma s 

i eve o f the de e de of t he 1980s ? An d whe t c an v.r e l ook f or ward t o 

c1 f t er t omorrow? f t er t h e f i r st Chri stmas o f t he de c a de of the 1980s'! 

The broad ou tlin e s ar e , I thi n k , pr e tty f amili~r t o mos t o f us. This 

i s our f i r s t Christma s un der a new governmen t her e a t home , n d it 

i .s t he l a s t Chri.s tzria s un der t h e C rte r Adminj_s t r a tion in t h e Unite d 

St t <=- S• So in t h i s on e ye ar the gov ernmen t s of bo t h J pmaica an d 

t he Uni t ed St a t e s h .v e change d: and in bo t h c a ses t h e s wing ha s be en 

f rom l e ft t o righ t ; fr om e. c lrdme d s oc i e li sm in our c a s e and a cla ime a 

liberali sm in t he c a se of t he Uni ted S t a t e s , t o more con s ervative 
n a ture of the 

r e g i me s i n both countri e s. An d , i n evita bl y , t h e/re l a tionship between 

t he n ew ,Jama ic e.n Gov ernment and t he ne w .Am eri c an Government is going 

t o have a pro f oun d bearin g on the live s o f all of us i n J amaica , an d 

perhaps on t he a ffa i r s o f t he Car i bbean region a s a whole . Very 
h ow 

much will depend on/llhw t he n e w a dmini stra t i on in W shi ngton r e sponds 

in deeds, ra t h er t h n words, t o t he initiative s of t he new government 

in Ki n g s t ono But of c ours e , other and wi de r and n on-re gi on a l 

f a ctor s may i nfl u enc e t hat r e s ponse . If the ne, Amer i c n administra t­

i on doe s ge t the .Amer ic ru1 e conomy moving again, i f t he ba dl; ba ttered 

au t o i ndustr y for i n stan c e , wer e t o c ome out o f i ts curren t s lump 
, gen era lly 

a n d t hing s were t o/beg i n to l ook u p again, our chanc e s of getting 

t he kin d o:~/}I,11_ecf ia119d'1 inve s tmen t we wan t would be gr eatly i mproved. 

PeopI'8 and c oun tr i e s a r e mor e i n clined t o want spen d g en e r ou sly or t o 

· to 
inve s t f or minima l r e turn 01; make c harita ble g e s t ures when t h e y t hem 

ar e re a son abl y secure and well-to- doo On t h e 
o ther h and, when pe ople 
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and countries ar e in t r ouble and un der pressure t hey a re not inclined 
or 

to want t o be gene rous/ltlltli charitable; t he y tend to t ake c are of 

themselve s and their own un der t he principle t hat charity b egins a t 

home ; t h ey drive har d bargains ; they deman d big and guarrutdseed returnl 

on inve stment. An d a lmost ever y country in the world is in trouble 

and un der pr e ssure t h is Chr istm a s Eveo The Weste rn c a pita list world' e 

t wenty-four-na tion-stron g Organisa tion for Economic Coo pera tion 
pr e sent 

an a Development ye sterday gav e a not-ro s y picture of t he/sta te of 

t h e c a pitalist ecenomie s an d what t hey a=e likely to be over t he n ext 

eigh t e en month s or so. Un employment in t he rich in dustria lise d 

co~n t ri e s of the world now stands at a record 23 milliono tha t is a 

l ar ger number of pe ople tha n we h ave in the en tire En glish-speakin g 

Carib be ano Brita in a lone hao a lmost a s many unemployed pe ople righ t 

now a s t h e number of people we havs in Jamaica t oday ; an d the predict­

ion is t hat by the mi ddl e o f ig82 t here will be some three million 
,· ~· 

unemployedi whic::ould be more than the entire J maican population, 

.An d in t ha t k in d of wor ld ai d is not going to come e a sy, and t rade i s 

go ing t o be har d and bruta lly compe ti tiveo So t h e prospects for 

e conomic growth in t he West an d t he spin-off from it t h at countri e s 

like J maica can gain :f:nm:xx:t are n o t v ery goo do. An d Poland• s fierce 

e c on omic t r ouble s is proof, if pr oof wer e n eede d , that i deological 

pos ture s of wha t ever k in a are not automatic s ol u tions t o har d ecommmic 

pro blem s. If we c n ac c e pt t h is r eality an d f a c e up to its i mplica t­

i ons t h en we ,nay, wi t .h lrnr d wo r k and g enuin e coo peration, hold ou r 

own in t he se t ough t i me s t ha t are ahe ad o An d t her e i s still not yet, 
this Christmas Eve, 

/ t ha t pea ce on ear th men of goodwilJ_ pray for. An d a ll over the world, 

commu:gist and c api tali s t, we s tern and e a stern, Human Ri ghts are 

ob s erved more in t he br a c h t han t e pr a ctice~ .An d on e won ders wh a t 

would happen t o Christ if He were to r e turn t h is Chris tmas Eve 
Pe c e n d love and nave a g ood Christma s. Goodnight • 
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Christm as, 1980, J m ica Style 

NEV 1S COMll/i NTARY 
For bro a dca st on on day 
De ce 1ber 22, 1980, 6ol0p .m 

the 
Go od evening: 1 e have j ust/r ema i ndev of today, tomor row and Wedn e s-

day l eft, and t hen we are i nto Christmas 1980. I n the old day s 
led to f ar1ta stic 

wor l d infla ti on and t he h i gh price~ of en ergy/increases ~11 o ther ..,.,. 

e 
befo1 

-v-osts, pe opl e use d t o t a l k about s o many shopping days to Christma s: 

by t h t r e ckoning Ne have just t wo and a bit s hoppi ng dcys to 

Chris tmas 1980 0 An d :ite ports ar e t ha t t he shopping is surprisingly 

brisk , with people s pen ding on nece ssiti e s like foo d ~ nd clothing 

r a t her than on l uxurie s a s in t he ol d day so ank of J ,_ma ic figur e s 

i ndica t e t ha t t he money in circula tion t his Chris tm a s will be over 

~J OO-million Q If t ha t kin d o f mon ey ere t o be averaged out over 

t he whole Jamaican soc i e ty ee ch per son, man woman an d child , would 

hav e r oughly $150 to s pend t h i s Christma s. An t ha t amount, when you 

consi der to day ' s s ky-high price s, i s no t re , lJ..y ver y muc h spen din g 

mon ey. But of cour s e t h t amount will not be aver aged out among all 

t he people : i t will be in very much f ewer hands. The s pending will 

be dome mainly b y t hos e who are l ucky enough t o have j obs an d to have 
pa y 

Chri stm s bonuse s. Some people will ge t a t wo-weeks \bonus, others 

a t hree-we ek bonu s a.nd t he more for tun a te ones mi ght get even higher 

bonu s e so So the ex tra money in cir cul a t ion will go to a f airly 

re str i c t ed gr ou p of peotihll' an d it will be a one- s hot, once-a-year 

t hin g o I t will a lso drama tise, a s a t no o ther time of t he year, 

t he gap be t we en those who have and tho s e who h ve n o t ; be t ween t hose 

who ·ar e in jobs an d wh o r eceived Chrisdima s bonuse s on to p of t heir 

regul ar pay, and t h ose who ar e out of work and re ceived n o t hing f or 
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b e ing out of wo r k o For t he se people, the unempl oye d , Chr istma s 

is a doubly hard time: t he f act o f unemployment is hard in itself ; 

t o watch o the r s enjoyin g t hemselve s, a.nd havin g ; t wo or t hree we ek s' 
of 

/extra pay with which t o do it, m ke s t hat which is h . rd p inful. 

'.11his is par ticular ly s o with :families : it is pa in f u l t o 1ro the~ and 

f a t hers n o t t o b e abl e to g ive the i r c hildren pr e sents when other 

children ar e s e en r e ceiving pr esen ts ; i t is painful t o hav e li t tle 
~ 

or n o foo d when o t hers Lfeasting. And in this Ch r i s t mas of 1980 

t h ere will be over J 00,000 peop l e who ar e unemploy e d and who will 

t her e fore h av e no mon ey to spend on Chris tmas che ero If only ha.lf 

t h i s n umber of unemploye d ar e pe opl e wi t h f amilie s we will stra i ght­

away b e lookin g a t some t h i ng like t hree-quar t ers of a million 

J cmaic ans for wh om hris tmas, 1980, i s g oing t o be ble ak r a t her 

t haL clj.e erful. It i s a t t his time , a s Chri stma s a ppr o ch e s, t ha t 

the n eed f or some s or t of s oci ;; l he lp :for t he unempl oye d a t t h e 

na tion 1 l evel be c ome s urgento I t h in { o:f Mr. Hugh She rer' s c all 

for un employment a .asistan c e f or a spe c i i:ie d perio d ou t o f Na tiona l 

I n suranc e f'un dso Th e past admini strati on was in sympa t hy i th hi s 

c all but di d n o thin g ., r. Sh earer is n ow an in f luen ti 1 part of 

t he new Government an I hope t h a t he will n ow per suade hi s co l l eague e: 

in gov ernment to go a lon g with hi s pr opo s a l t o bring in some f orm 

o f unempl oymen t benefit. nxxtMxiixaa t he i dea of Christma s work wa s 
It 

and is a g ood effort to eas e hardship a t t h is t ime 9 / x1uixvck±.11tk wa s 

brought into disrepute by b8 d man agement and pork ·barre l politic s a 

If i t were cle~ned up and rid of its dirty poli t ics and made g enuin e l;y 
a 

productive , then/ikx:t combin tion of Christmas work an l.L"lempl oymen t 
a t this time/ economic 

s si s t anc e could b e t wo v er y u se f 1 l t ools f o-,les sin g t h e/hardshipA 

suffere d by l arge numbers of J amaicans through no f ault of their own 0 

Goodn i ght 
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The J amaican Labour Movement Embattled 

NEWS COiVllVIEN T Y 
For broa dcast on Friday 
December 19, 1980, 6.10:p.m 

Good even ing : There is mood of deep concern and wide s pr ead 

anxiety rippling t hrough J ai,"1aica' s organise d labour mov emen t as 

we enter this l a st we eken d before Christmas, 1980. Th e strike a t 

Reymolds J , maica Mine s of the B.I. T. U.-re presented supervisory 

wor kers t here follo wing the dismissal of 21 oft eir fello w worker s, 

is part of the reason for this concern and anxiety. It is not the 

~ 1 whole r easono To begin to ge t a t the whole reason we need to look a t 

a series of qu estions some trade union leaders as well a s o thers who 

are in tere sted in the l abour movement, have been asking in recent 
recent 

days. hat, t hey have a s ed, is behind a series of /statements coming 
dealing with one 

har d on each other/auuixa:i:i:x«Bll~abp~ or another a s pect of in dustrial 

r elations, and all containing s ome sort of suggestion or declaration 

or i mplica tion that organised labour nee ds to be disciplined? There 

wa s, recently , t ha t sta tement by the Pre sident of the Court of Appeal ; 

and there was, more r ecently, tha t s t tement by the Brdlga.dier of the 

J ama ica Defence Force. One of our big t wo tra de unions, the Na tion al 

Workers Union, in a sta tement e 1rlier this we,ek s poke of, and now I 

quote : 11 • o. t he curren t J Bma ican anti-trade union c ampaign " which it 

s ees as par t of a worldwi de campaign to suppr e ss and deny the rights 
most impor t Pnt _ 

of wor ke rso And so the/cpx:.e:.a.tima: qu e sti"on ha s come aut a s: Are the 

even ts at Re yn olds t he opening shot in tha t show-down be tween man ge-
calling f or? 

ment and organise d l abour which some peopl e have been/lll~.bt~i 

Is tnis roun d one in t he process of 'disciplining ' J mei ca 's unionised 

wo r kers? Or is it jus t another l abour dispute with no s pe cia l ulter-
ior mo tive to it? We should know the answer to these 1 a st questions 
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after Mon day's meeting between t he parties at t he Ministry of Labour 

t o di s cuss t he reinsta t ement of t he dismisse d workerso If the workers 

are reins ta teaft it would be seen as a concilia tory gesture on the 

part of anagement : if t hey are not t he whole J amaica in dustrial 

rela tion s clima te may undergo some impor tant changeso f:J3ut even if :i.ko 

t here is concilia tory gesture on Mon day t he so-called problem of 

'disciplinint~ the unioni s ed workers would only be deferred for l a ter 
• 

tacklingo There ar e those who hold strongly tha t J maica's economic 

problems c annot and will no t be solved until we have a more 

'discipline d ' work forceo They do no t spell out wha t t h ey mean by a 

'disciplined work force' but t he tr di tion a l IMF preecription s give 

a f air indica tion of wha t is mean t. An d everybody knows tha t J amaic an 

workers and t heir unions will no t submit to t hose guidelin e s without 

a fight. And if t here is to be a fight, who i s t o take it to the 

unionise d workers? There ar e obviou s ly few loc al enterprises without 

overseas backing who c an t ake on t his kind of fi ght and sustain it 

until the ba ck of a given union is broken. It ha s t o be an enterprise 

or enterprises which c an stan d u ptmo long shutdowns and he avy l osse s 

without going un der. Indeed, just t h e knowle dge t ha t an enter prise 

c an shut down and outwait the worker s may very we ll be enough to 

'soften up' t he workers t o t he point where they see strike action a s 

ho peless qn d boun d to f ail in t he lon g run, and so, r t her than 

fi ghting t hey will accept t he best t hey can get even if it is less 

t han they want. An d once t hi s 'softening up' succeeds in one enter­

prise, wha t is t o pr event i t being expanded into a ccep ting, s ay, 

IMF con di tion ali ty? I s t his wha t is behin d what the NWU de s cribe s a s : 

" t he cur rent maican an ti-trade union campaign "? If it is, an d if 

t he J ma ican l abour movemen t doe s n o t have a frien d in J amaica Houoe, 

t hen t he t r a de union movement f a ce s some v ery rough days ahead. 
Goodnight 
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1 ) u yana: ~-h t Future? 
2) Poland: A Po l i:::ih Journalis t Compl a ins 
3) China : Cha i rman Hu a ' :::i '.E'u ture 

NEV S COMMENA'.ARY 
li'or b1·o a dca s t, 0 1i We dne oday 
De cember 17, 1980 , 6.10 . m 

Good evening: Ye s ter .ay ' f, ele c t i ons in Guyana went pr et t y much a s 

expecte d and predicted - almost dowr1 to t h e l a s t c ynica l detail. 

I n on e s t ron g Forbe s Bur nham a r ea thBre wab n 10 0 % t urn- ou t of voters : 

in areas wher e Che ddi J gan' s P ip i s str ong voter s discover e d t heir 

name s wer e no t on the lists , or they wer e t e l d so ::rnd pr ev ented f rom 

check ing, or t he y wer e mi s directe d . 1l1h€ t eam of unofficia l inter­

nation a l observers - r. :Surn h a woul d not r e c ogni se t heir pre sence 

offici ally - issue a statemen t c on firmi ng l 0 rge-scale i r regul ari t ies 

i n the v oting . u t Mr . Burnha~ has h i s vic tor y; nd 1r. Burnham h as 

shown bo f or e now t hat he las very little r e s pe c t f or outside opinions 

which do not c oin cide wi th hj.s wi shes . So he will c l i m a~ gr ea t 

victory and a ma ssive new man dQ t e t o go on doin g s he pl i? a se so An d 

I thj_nk he wt l l ge t away wi t h i t . He will ge t away i th it bev ause 
economic 

no ex t ern a l fo r c e whi ch can e xert real/ pre s . ure on h i m - an d t hat 

meanS prirrar ily t he United St ate s and t h e I n ternati on a l . Wione t ry Fund 

or bo t h - wi l l want t o do s o be c ause fr om t he i r po in t of view t he 

pre s ent a l ternative to :Burnham i s even wor s e t han Bu.rhnm0 Dr. Ch eddi 

agan is a stra i gh t pro-Moscow c ommun i st whom the Amer ican s are not 

prepared to s e e r e turn e d t o power lin der almost a.ny cir cilms t ances : 

so Brunham , warts and a ll, i s t he l e sser o f two ev,eils a s f a r a s 
-

t h e y a r e c oncerne d . An d I do not t h ink t he t Ch eddi J agen h a s, in 

cold-blooded power t erm s, eith er t h e ruthle ssn e ss or t he pol itica l 

unscrupulousn e ss to bring down Burnham by any means. In this sense 

Bu rnham h a s t he measurE~ o f J 2gan. As l on g as ugan is hi s only 

a lter n a tive, Burnham will remain i n ~ewer be c a use he will b e a ble 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

to outwit, out-manipulate, and easily out-bogm.s J agan evety time. 
t actics of 

Thi s may -elitplain, partly a t lea st, why the/violence an d .tka intimi-

dation used against oth0r opposition groups and individuals such 

as the Working Peoples Allian ce and its lea ders like Wa lter Rodney 

and others, have not been used a gainst the person of Cheddi J agan. 

Then, too, there is the f act that J a.gan make s the perfect raci a l 

foil for the exploita ti on of a k in d of carefully fostered New World 
s o-c lLed 

triba l consciousness: Burnham is le ading' the Africans' /in the struggle 

to hold on to power and not to be overhwlemid bj; the s o-c a l.led ' East 

Indians'o So, un der t he surface you have the ugly, unnatural and 

unreal but carefully Elll3need n o tion of the power struggle betwe en 

'the Africans' and tthe East Indians' o One of the t hreats of the 

Working Peoples Alliance t o Burnham was, and remains, the fact th8 t 

it was beginning to succeed in breaking through t his artificial 

division between bla ck and. I n dian. The trouble as far a s American 

policy and interests a.re concerned is t hat the Work ing Peoples Allianc 

a ppears to be even to the left of J·a gan and it is not yet strong 
tak en s eriously 

enough to be/1111uaa: as any thin g near a ppro ching an alternative to 
fin ancia l 

Burnhamo So Burnham will continue to get American a id and IMF/support 

in spite of manipulated elections - tha t is, until a viable and more 
t o Burnha:u1 

acceptable altern a tive/than Cheddi J gan emerges in Guyanao And tha t 

t k . t t· ~~~~ t . t f . . may a e qui e some imeo / kl , wo poin so interest to note 0 

dissident L--
]'irst, a/Polish journalist visiting the United States ye sterday voicec: 

strong criticism of 1estern~ especi· lly American reporting of what is 

go ing on in Po l and now. The con ~fth£rt tlW Scrn1effteo¥~ s a i d was f ~ 
trade union and o ther civil liberties,Jno t a ga inst the Polis:g Govern~ 
or t he Soviet Union or communismo And second, in China we are watchin€ 

one of btnpse c arefully rehearsed and managed power shifts as Cha irman 
eing 

Hua is/ pushed a side• Chairman I u a was !I a o Tse '.lung's person a l choice 

t o succeed him. His r emova l may herald a new dir8ctio~I.N'Chi· G _\} C nao oodnig 
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1) J m ic an '.l.1rade Union s 
2) El e ction s in Gu yana 
3) Uganda: Obote Re t ur. 

NEWS COMMEN T Y 
For bro a dc ~st on Mon day 
Decembe r 15, 1980 , 6 . lOp . m 

the I. • F 

ower 

Goo d evening: Mr. E. Ll oyd Taylor, Gen era l Se cret ry of t he Jama ica 

As s ocia tion of Loca l Government Officers, J AiiGO , over this past 
in an address to t h e annua l dinner of the P. A.J. 

weeKend/became t he latest of the islan d 's ma jor trade union lea ders 

to warn a ga inst any a ttempt by anybody to i mpose wage guidelines on 

workers "now t hat the Internation a l Mon e t ry Fund is about t o r e- ente 

our live s " . You will recqlih t ha t e arlier thi s year, before t h e 

elections and before n e bec wne part of t he government, . r. Hu gh 

Shearer ha d a lso g iven n otice t ha t no ma tter which party won the 

tra de union movement would n o t submi t t o wage gui delin e so An d i , ro 

Holroy d Thompson of t he Na tion a l 1orkers Union has s a id t he same ; 

and so h a s ~r. Las c elle s Beck fo r d of t he Bustamante Indu stria l Tradej 

Union. Tb.is inde ed , i s t h e bro a d stan d of t he en tire J una ica.n 

l a bour movement on t he matter o f wage gui delines. There are of 

cour se variation s wi thin t his bro a d po sture : some woul d a cc ept, or 

a t l eas t be no t quite as hostile,( t o , a policy which c ov ers prices 

and profits and man ageri a l pay and perk s as well a s wage s. Non e 

t ha t I know of a r e pre pare d t o a ccept t e tra dition a l IM F pattErn 

of wage c on trols but f r-ee dom fr o:m contr ol o f pric e s an d profi tso 

.An d this of covrse me ans t ha t a11y a t tempt to impose t he tra dition a l 

I MF prescri p tion is go ing to be r esisted by a ver y strong an d a 

very unite d J runaic an l abour movelliento An if any such united tr de 

union resistance we r e t o de velop then t ne pro spe c t s f or economic 
. 

r e c ov er y would ge t worse r a t h e r t han be tter. Money a lone, ii:J,vestment 
/')\w\.\.~~ ~ I 

a lone, ' c an'1i ot do the job: the o t her half of t h e e qu a tion is strong 
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and disciplined nd re asonably contente d work force that is willir.g 

to pl ay its par to And you cannot, e s pe cially in the c ontext of a 
or thre a ten d 

strong an d militant ·trade union tradition, bully or frighten/unionist. 

workers into performing again s t their willo In order to get them to 
willin gl y and t t h e i r be st 

perform/some area of a greement, some neasur e o·f accornmo d .tion must 

first be a chieved. If not, t here is industr i a l trouble and turmoil 

ahead. And we mus t ho pe t hat t h ose who are tal kin g t ough now about 

disciplin~g t h e unions DD s:b.owin g them who is in charge or throwing 

tthe book' of t he l aw a t them, un derstan d clearly t hat wherever else 

t hat leads it is not t he ro a d to economic recovery. Next, on the 

in ternation a l scene t wo election s are much in the news rign t now. 

The return to power of il t on Obo t e i:n Uganda is a record of sorts. 
an Af r i can 

It i s t e firs t time tha t ft l e a der w o h a d be en overthro wn in a coup 

has regain ed power by par l i amentary :e lectionso There are questions 
f a ir 

about how/jm:.s:t t he elections were; bu t it is har d to s e par t e t h e se 

from t he con tendin g politic a l self-inter ests involve do Obote' s chief 

riva l t h e ::i)emocratic Party whicb will no w form the parli runen t ary 

oppo s ition i s jlho- lvestt::rn and c a pi t a l i ct oriented a n d ·both Kenya and 

the '~es ern Powers wan ted ,, emocratic Party . vic tor y wh ich would h ave 

a ttra cte d t he kin d o f f oreign inve stment Kenya enjoys. Obote on the 

other hand is ba ck ed by Tanzania ' s yerere , an d t11e warning has a lread 

gone out t hat 1f he tries 1' y~r er e' s brand of Af r i can soci nlism Obote 

will h ave a hard time attr a c ting foreign invG s tment . 1he l a st time he 

was in powe1 ... , before t h e Idi Amin c ou p, Obo t e • s rul e wa s es sen ti a lly 

t h t of an Afric an strongman: neither a s clean nor a s con cerned with 

t he interests of the poor as yerere , who i s s till the on ly one wh~ 

succ-essfully eliman- te d tri b , lism from na ti on 1 politics. Has Obote 

l e arnt ~ything f ~·om N,y-erere ? Only time will tell. And it is tragic 
reflection th':l-t a ll of us, and ir1 deed all t he world, expect Forbes 
Burn ham _ t o win a~other c ar e f u lly stage-man a ged election in Guyan a 
toda yo At wh t point does the elector 1 process be come pointless? 

Goodnight 
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NEWS co:wmrnN TJiRY 

Th e Politic~ i Hone 
1he Li mits of 

For bro a dcast on Friday 
December 12, 1880, 6.lOp om 

Good evening: The political 'honeymoon• h a::. be c ome s omething of 

a tra dition in open, elective parliamen t ary systems like our own. 

Usu lly , the honeym oon l a s t S anywbare from t hree months t o six 

months: in excep tion ally prosperous an d tran quil times the political 

honeymoon c an l a st for u p t ~a year or even more., An d du.ring the 

perio d of t h e po l i tica l h oneymoon t h e newly elected government is 

trea ted wi t h gentleness and warmth by even its stron ge st opponents 

and harshe st criticso The officia l parli men t a ry opposition gives 

it time to settle in an d find its bearings : the entire society 

wishe s it well , t he medi a mutes wha t ever criticism i t ha s t o makeo 

Afte r a ll, the n e w g overnment is t he elect of t he people, is the 

po litica l reflection and m~ni f e sm3imDn of t he fheely expresaed will 

of the peopl e . An d everybody n ~n ts it t o suc c e ed. Hen c e the period 

of the politica l honeymoono An d given t he niassive victory of the 

J amc ic a Labour .Party in terms of parli am en t ary seats a scant six 

weeks ago it woul d h ve seemed reasonable to a s ol.L'Ile tha t t here woul d 

be a r a tJ1er longe r-·than-usua l honeymoon period this time around 0 

Be.:1ides , t he entire society is psychologic lly an d emotion a lly 

exhaus te d by t he t errible pr e-electi on bloodlettingo Ji.n j yet, there 

a r e a lready si gn s that t he honeymoon is coming to its end prernatizrely 

and the old contentious poli t ics is increasing l y taking overo 

Ther e arc of cour se f orces in t he society who do not and never r eally 

wan ted any peri od of p use: the y r epreoent the extremes in the 

society, t he f ar right whic h wants to wi·pe out 
the f ar left, and the 

f ar left which wants t o wipe out the f a r righto 
But ther are also 
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worrying signs from other and supposedly more 'moderame' quarterso 

Churchmen are s avaging e ach other in a sort of post-election rerun 

of who suppqrted whom an d who should lead the Christian community 

in the new situation. You would have thought that at le a st here 

there would be more Christian unity t han amon g the partisan workers 

where the new 'in' group are trying to forcibly take away the jobs 

of those who have been defe a ted. Do you really further t he concept 

of equal rights and justice by the simple devise of reversing the 

inequities and injustice s? And if you don• t do tha t, what do you do 

~«• about those to whom you promised deliverance? These are n o t 

questions which can be easily answered or problems which will just 

go away becaus e t here is a ne w government in power. An d so there 

is no honeymoon on t he l abour front or among t ho se fighting for the 
(!_ 

s ame job like two hungry dogs te aring each oth er apart over one li ttlc 

bone, or among the vast an d growing army of the unemployed. And 

there does not as yet seem to be any agreed common notion on how to 

approach this terrible problem. It does not make f or a honeymoon 

spirit when those who try to help themselve s by higgling and hustling 

on the sidewalk see themselves as being h arrmssed an d harried by 

those whom t hey helped to put in power. An d then there wa s t hat 
on Mr. Ronnies Thwaites' programme 

disturbed question/about the Na tion a l Commercial Bank and some 40 % 
if so, 

of its equity being sold t o an American banker~ Is it true? And/why? 
unannounced 

l s there some Jmx/•«nmwa policy of divesting significant portions 
so-called 

of the/commanding heights of the economy now puslictly held to 

foreign investors? One of t he criticisms l evelle d at the previous 

government back in 1976 when it too was flushe d with the sense of 

power after having just won a l an dslide victory, was tha t it did not 

level with t he or din ary J amaicans about its financi a l and business 
%h a ling~o It is import nt t o remember the limits of power and where 

e ultima te control lies, especia lly when honeymoons begin t o ~end 
Goodnigfit 
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The Killing of Jo9D Lennon: 
Is the Right to a Gun~ a Human i ght? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
December 10 9 1980, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: The gun-killing of ex-Bea tle songwriter John Lennon 

in New York on onday night ha s sent emotiona l shock waves echoing 

through the worldo Evem Ra dio Moscow and Ra dio Peking have trea ted 

the killing as a major evento In t he United St a tes itself people 

have re acted in a way tha t is reminescent of :tkl[ public reaction 

to the killings of t he Kennedy brothers and Martin Luther Kingo In 

Britain, the birthplace of Jopn Lennon, t here 'is an undercurrent of 

anger behin d the shock and horroro And in other places all over the 

world people, young people especially, find it hard to understand 

why this paxticular man who was singer of songs and a lover of pea.CE 

should have died vmolently by the gun. And so there is renewed 

concern and preoccupa tion with the American love affair with the 

killer gun o l!' or even as he expressed his regret and sorrow at the 

killing of John Lennon, Pre sident-elect Ron al d Reagan reaffirmed his 

opposition to gun-control legislationo The answer, he is reported 

to have said, is to impose stiffer penalties on those who commit 

gun crimes. One ca tch is, of course, tha t no penalty, no matter how 
snuffed-out 

stiff, can rstore the/mudf*m•:t life of any person. Nothing they do 

t o Lennon' s killer can restore Lennon•· s life. And in terms of human 
I - I 

rights t he life of a person,/any person anywhere, and of whatever 

r ace or class or colour or belief or ideology "r economic status -

the life of a person is just about the single most important of all 

hum an_ rights: without life all the other human rights are meaningless 

And it is part of the American dilemma tha t t he nation which claims 
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to be, and which is accepted by many as being the greatest champion 

of hum an rights in t le world , is also the one in which, under normal 

and peace ful circumstences, more human lives are snuffed-out because 

of the easy availability of gunso Becaus e guns are not as easily 

available in Britain, and because nobody just goes about with a 

handgun in his or her pocket or bag or ba ckpack it is reasonable to 
I.is 1-1a.t1ve. 

assume that if John Lennon were living inLBritain rather than in the 

United States, he would be alive todayo In this sense his death is 

intima tely related to his loca tion and t o the socia l clima te of tha t 

loca tiono Hi s fellow song-writer P ul McCar thy lives on a farm in 

Britain and the chances of some confused or frustr a ted or mentally 

disturbed young man with a desire 

death are very remote indeed. Even 

for notoriety shooting him to 
such r~~ 

if there were/a young L who wanted 

to do it the sheer difficulty of getting hold of a 038 c alibre 

revolver (which one Mi ami firarms instructor desiribeJ as 'the best 

for ge tting the job done') would soon discourage him. If such a young 

man were dtermined he might resort to other means: the point is tha t 

the chances of a gun-killing like that of John Lennon is near-impo s si1 
.i,+\ 

le lBritain because gun control is tight and nobody c n just wal kfnto 

a gunshop and fo r as little as $100 walk out with a handgun. And 

whatever the pros an d cons of the argumen.:tBfo~or again s t gun control, 

two f acts are beyon d disputeo First, if tha t young man did not have 

a gun or ccess to a gun he could not have pumped five bullets into 
do n o t have or 

the body of John Lennon. You c annot use a gun if you/c annot get a . 

gun. Conversely, if you have a gun or can easily lay your hands on 

one Y.OU will, under one kind of pressure or another, use that guno 

And second, most of the evidence we have, and most of it comes from 
the United Sta tes s hows that arming the ci tzenry do e s not reduce 
gun-crime. So which i s the more impor t ant human right : the right to 
life or to a gun? Goodnight. 
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Coming to Grips with 
r he Economics Survival 

BBiVSbfJ6DBM.!i.iRY 
F9r broadcast on Monday 
December 8, 1980 9 6.lOpom 

from 
Good evening: Prime Minister Seaga yesterday returned/wha t he 

himself describe d a s a 'very smooth and successful' visit to the 

United Stateso And this should mean, and in all likelihood does 

mean, the he is rea sonably confident of raising the kind of loan 
money t hat t he 
H«XXDIXK&lDK«tx new government needs to get its economic programmes 

off the groundo So the search for badly needed fo r eign exchange 

money seems to be going r easonably wello But in a very intere sting 

and challenging address to the 25th an~iversary of the Geological 

Society of J amai ca on Saturday, Mro G. Arthur Brown, Deputy Director 

of t he United Nations Development Frogramme, and former Governor of 

the B nk of Jamaica, and former Financial Secretary of J amaica, and 

former Director of J maica • s Central Planning Agency, warned that 

money a lone was not enough to solve our problems. He made, among 

many others, the ver y interesting point tha t Jamaica is not a s poor 

in terms of its resources a s some of us tend to believe or to make 

out. An d he ca tlogued some of those resources and showed ho w prod­

uction in almos t all of them have declined over the years 0 Jamaica, 

in the past, produced more sugar, more bananas, more coffee, more 

citrus as well a s a whole host of other things, than she does now0 

ich is why the na tional cake has decreased or grown sma ller while 

mor e people were making claims on ito And of course the claims have 

grown over the yearso Workers are being p i d v stly more now than 

they were paid in the days of higher productivity. And I think most 

of us must recognise t he truth of Arthur Brown's point about the 
scramble to get more money without r ealising tha t money and goods 
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a.re not the s ameo H ving money, printing money, i s on e thing; having 

t he gooas available, producing t he goods, is quite an othero Workers 

Pnd manager s who ge t more an d more money, more an d more perk s an d 

fringe benefits, f or producing l ess and l e ss goods are on a collision 

course with ~u disas3er. This is so for na tions, f or priva t e or 

public busine sses, f or individualso An d soci al and. politica l syshms 

make no differenc e to this central r eality. It is a truth tha t appli e51 

a s much to communist Poland a s it does t o capita.list America . A na t ri' 

or a business or an individua l who spends more t han he or it earn s 

from wha t i s produced, is bound to fail. An d all t he printing of all 

t he money, and all t he bor rowing will no t stop t ha t f ilure., So, 

getting the money, whether locally printed so-called •monkey money' 

or the kin d of l arge inflows of _foreign exchange Mr. Seaga is go ing 

after, i s only on e si de of our problem. The other, and perhaps mo s t 

i mportant side, i s wha t we do with it. 'e can print money and give 

t he anagers and workers~~~ t he money an d perks t hey wanto But tha t 
-

printed money will not i mport aey of t he goo ds t hey want. Printe d 

money canno t pay for a single import from Brita.in or t he United St a te 1: 

or C na da or anywhere else . So the managers and the unioni sed wor kers 
t ha t is importei•j 

can have t heir va st pay packets an d/nothing/to buy. Or we can borrow 

to pay for the i mpor t s we want for ae long a s others ar e pr epare d to 
a 

len d us t he f oreign exchange: but day will come when our debt s ervi~ 

char ge s ar e more than we ear n f r om wha t we produce and nobody will 

wan t t o go on lending to us. In deed, we are perilous ly close to tha t 

point now. An d still we do n ot seem to 
starting 

r ealise t he importan ce of/ 
everybody demands perks; 

The unions pr e ss t heir cla ims;/business 
to produce seriously t hus 

/earning our troubles ~way . 

demands foreign exchange t o produc e for loc al coms1.1mption ; t he foreig11 

debt grows• And so d~es unern ployrnento When will we stop t his ma dness? 

Goodnight 0 
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The Fu ture of J · 1 ican Public 'ran s por t 

i-;zv s CJ.MV.i ' , ,r,.AF.Y 
For broa dc a st on Fri day 

e cember 5, 1980 , 6010~ . m 

of 
Goo d ev en ing: Th e rev elation of t h , l a ·te s t losses/kJC t he J OS by 

'"f .E K ·p 11 ivir. • • • ,. owe , tne v inh,ter of St a te for Public Utilities, 

raises once ruor e the que stion of the futur e of · h e JO~, an d , indeed, 

of the who l e matter of public tran s por· ·t in Jmi a ica o Ac cording to 

Mr . Powell the JOS lost more than $20-mill ion befo e t he government 

sub si dy was applied , and more t han $5·-i,"tillion after t he subsidy. 

An d yet, be fore thi s s ame ' S be came a publicly- owned c ompany, it 

r egul ar l y made mon ey f or i t form er pri v a.te expat r i ate own er so I t 

provi ded t he s ame b '"' sic servic e t ha t i t oe s today; and it made 

mon ey from it. It 1ua ' e en ough mon ey to pay its way a.n d to rewar d 

its priva t e own er s with h ea lthy pro fitso To be sure t here h ve been 

s ome change s siilce t he company was t a ken over by t 1e government. 

2ax~~ Oper ting cos ts h·ve gone u p sharply , especia lly a f t er the 

1973 oil price s .t i ra.l began. But f •re s ·t o t h e bus users h av e a lso 
An d the tr , .ve l lin g 

gon e u p v r y sharplyo / ~•.J:xiia:~x11x.iiJC public ha s increased greatly 

over t he ye ars. o t he hi gher fare s 'n t :e· lar o-er trave lling public 

s hould , l ogic l l y , have offset t he incre a sed costs . And please do 

no t for get that ·h en t he comp ny wa :::. i n priva te hancis it often found 

i t rr1uch more di f ficult to get fa re i ncrenses t han did t he company 

when it ·be c ame goverrrnen t-owne do i.o why/1. did t he J OS under pri v a. te 

own ershi p pay its w y an d make a p.rofi t ? And why does the JOS 

un der public ownershi p , l ose money so e avily year after year? 

The :fi r st and. mo st obv i ous answer i s tha t t he man agers and workers 

of t he J OS un der priva t e owner shi p kne w that t h e surviva l o f t h e 

company, and t here f ore of t heir job s, depended on t he c ompany ~ayin g 
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its way an d mc: k i ng pro fi t . So , in o de 1 ke ep the i r j ob s t hey 

e:o t on wi tb th j ob , n d ,1:Jde t __ ") profi t :s . ho e who f ai l ed were 

f ired ; tho<:)e wl o pGr f or me poor l y were 1 ].d off; driver s who got 

i nto a cciden t s or d--mage d t he cou.pany ' s veh i cle s l os t t h e i r jobs; 

c on du c t or o a gp, i .st whom bus u s ers compl P. in ed s cc sc, f lly l ost t h e ir 

jobs. Thi s wa .J rou .crh medi c i n e , bu t it worked and t he c ompany made 

money and provi de d a p sable servi c e. With pu, li e owno~shi p came 

t he n o ti on t hv t workers could not be f air ed, excep t in the mo s t ext remE 
t nere came 

c se s; en d/the f e.lse ill usion t h t once an en t erpri se i s publicly-

own ed the n eed t o p ,y i ts way and mak"' , profit no lon ger existed . 

fi n d tho s e who b , li eve in publi c ownership h av e, unfortun c t e l y f or the 

conc e p t of publ ,i c own .... rship, f o s tered an d cn c our ,- :,-ed t hese fB l se 

illuui on s . So the J OS f"'i l ed to p ,y i t s way, l e t a l on e turn a pr ofit 

1' ow •e a r e ir.to a situi:it i on wnere the s e los s e s have become i n t ol eracle 

l\ n d wh a t mPkes the si t ua tion wo r se i s. t h e f Rct that the n ee d for a 

go od publi c trasport s y stem becom e s grea ter vii th e Ei ch pa s sin g month 

es people who on ce operP t e d ~r ·vate c8 r s can no l on ger do so an d 

want and need to u s e a c omp?.rati ve l y . de c ent -public t r .Import s y s temo 

n d t h i s t r~n d awAy f rom pr i vR.te car s i s boun d t o gr ow in the co ing 

years as bo t h t he price o f c r s 8.!ld the co s t of fuel go on climbingo 

I f t he J OS as ~ publ ic company canno t pull i tself t ogether 4YJd ge t 

b ck t o provi nin g rea s onabl e cervice while pRyin g it s way, t hen it 

i onl y a matter o f time 1:- e f ore it is either s ol d back into priva te 

ownership , or else is allowed t o c ollap s e un der its own dea d weigh t 

an d t he c om pe t ti tion from the minibus e s. here i s nor 1 r e s on 

f or e ither of t he s e even tua li t ies, provi de d the worker s and t he 

m nagers f c e u p to t heir problem s an d f a c e the f a ct tha t J ma ica 

cann ot affor d the h i gh co 3 t of t he i r style of oper a tin g . An d one wa y 
or an o t h er we must hav e d c t d · e en an i mproving publi c tran s port system 

Goo dnight 
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NEWS COMI\-EN TARY 

1ne Ge opol i ,ics of the 
Poli sh Cr i ~is 

For bro a dc as t on Wedn es da y 
December 3, 198 0, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: The question is: What would the United Sta tes and 

its al l ies do if t h e Soviet Union and its all i es were to march 

in to Poland tomorrow . to put a stop to t h e popula r re f o r n, mov ement 

led by Poland's militant independent trade union movem ent? Pr es ident 

J immy C2rter·yesterday i s sued a very stern warning to the Soviets 

an d t h eir allies not to interfere in Polan d's internal affairs • 

.P...nd al s o ye s ter day , in wha t wa s obviou s ly a c arefully co-or dinated 

f- move, t h e nine European Common Mar k et foreign mini s ters 2.l s o i ssued 

a war n in g t h at an y invas ion of Poland woul d spell t h e end of all 

effor t s at de t en teo So, althofigh t h e wor d s from I\:r. Carter and from 

t h e West Europe ans soun d tough, they do not sound toug h enough to 

amount to t h e k i n d of warning t ha t woul d stop t h e Soviets and t h eir 

friend s, if t h ey decide d t o move i n to Polando If t h ere were s uch 

a move the Unite d State s and its a llies will alm o s t certa inly apply 

h ar sh economic sanc t ions and s tep up military preparationso But 

s an ctions, a s t h e South Africans and t h e Rhode si an s un der Ian Smith 

and t he Ir an ians have all s ho wn, do not add up to a very effective 

weapon. Sanction s a re ea sily bu s ted. So the Ru s sians willi if t h ey 

fe e l t h ey h ave to, invade Poland and, I fRx t h ink , get away with i to 

Af t er a ll, t h e y we n t i n to Afghan i s tan and t h e world shoute d and 

s creame d but nothi ng rr,ore happen ed •. And they h a ve put down po pul2.r 
it 

uprising, in Hungar y and Cz echo s lovakia an d got awey with/e a c h time. 

So what i s l i k ely to h a p p en in Pola nd and where is it lik ely to end? 

I t h in k t h ere ar e two altern a tive p o ss ibili t ies 9 an d r · t h in k the 
i ndepe n dent 

le adersh ip of t h e1/ ? oli s h workep sound a s though t h ey ar e acutely 
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aware of these po~sibilities and their implicationso If the Soviets 

and 'tfue East Germans and the Czechs we-re to invade they would very 

easily over-run the country. But they would then have to stay as 

• 
armies of occupation for a long time and the al:i;eady battered Polish 

economy would sink further and further in to decline. At the moment 

Poland's foreign debt, mainly to vVestern bankers, stands at over 

$20,000-milliono And one of the reasons for thi s staggering debt 

burden is that the Polish star1dard of living has always been a hi gh 

one, more in line with West European stand%~han with those of the 

East Europe2.ns. Indeed, by United Nations criteria Poland is one of 
Europe. 

the 23 well-off countries of/±N~xwMxxi And in order to prop up that 

standerd of living Poland's communist rulers h2ve been forced to 

resort to mass ive borrowing 

livin g standard. The Polish 

to subsidise that trad±tionally high 
; ~ --ct.,,... u~~c. · 

economyLhas not performed well enough or 

anywhere near well enough to support either this level of borrowing 

or this standard of living. And the Soviets were not about to pour 

money into a client state to support starjdards of living which were 

much higher than tho s e of their own people. But the Western bankers 

were bec au se they saw, among oth er things, the pos s ibility of a 

Poland dependent on ·,yestern money becoILing a s independer..t a force in 

t h e communist world as was Yugoslavia after the brea.k with Stalin 

immedi2tely after world war two. So that $20,000-million foreign 

deb t h~~ »ecome a powerful political-economic lever. And yesterday's 
~~~ 
~ $1,100- willion hard currency los.n to Poland by t h e Soviet 

Union is a belated recognition of the import~n ce of this foreign 

debt as a pressure point. Jus t as corr~uni s ts will not use t h eir money 
. er<-----~ 

to support anti-communistkegimesy s o capita.l ists will not use theirs 
to Sl,l."C>Port 

/ an-c1=-capi t a list regime s . To we2ken or bring them down, yes; not to 
suppori:j\~d t h e Polish workers, fighting to hold on to t h eir ga~ns, 
are moVing delicately not to provoke . t h2 t Soviet i nvasionc Go o dnigh t 
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Axii2:a:xmix.ri.tig.tf:Hii:.ti.«Ri:x:Ai:x 
A le ring of t he Poli t ica l Air 

NE, S COI't 1EN Y 
or broa cast on Mon y 

Dec ember 1 , 1980 , 6 . 10- . m 

Good evening; e mi s t s of uncert inty an concern which hung over 

many aspects of the life of t is country in t e d ys i medi te ly 

follo , ing t _e October 30 e lections r e beginning to c ear ·ey . 

he violenfe i s steadily t a perin off; much oft e nos tiness seems 

to be go ing ou t of public utterances , thou gh there is still a 

•go on kicking W"nley' tendency in cert i n qu rters - but even thi s , 

on e suspects, will become se lf-def· ting in the en d since the an 
and the symbolis 

is no longer the symbol of po ver to be torn down . Po· er/:ia:11:wx:r.Rsi:1i1u1 

of po ery10w re s i des elsev nere and i t wil be i n terestin g to se e how 

long it takes fort o se w o pecialise in the cult of agnicide t o 

turn on the person of the new power symbol . don ~ in teresting 

que s t ion i vhe t h er, if t ey are do it , the ne ' syn bol wi l l be as 

tolerant as Man ey was of those who s ava ed him . 11her e are a few 

other linger ing un certaintjes l i l e t e f uture of the JOS and the 

mini bus experiment and ho , t e publicly- o m e d r.c edia will fare . u t , 

generally ·peaking, it n ow appear th t t h in gs li e t he community 

enterpris org nis tions , J N 1AL , l home g u"rd ove ent , are not 
present 

g oing to be scaa pe d out of hand . An d 11 the/indications a re that 

t e St t e Tra ing Corporation is go ing to remain in bu ' iness , despite 

a call or two for i ts to be scra pped . So the people-base in s ti tutfci'i 

ere te d un der the previous a in istr a i on are n ot go ing to be iped 

ou t auto a tica lly n jus t ec use t hey c ame in to being un der the 

p .;, t governn en t . ht I persnnally do hope i s t h t when t he pr esent 

government oes co e to divest itse l f of its ownership of t he D ily 
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News it will ensure t ha t the new, private o nership is at least 

s bro dly b sed a L3 t e owner ljlip of thio ra i o station ; any 

narrower owne~ship wou d , I think , be a going ba ck to the point 

where the print edia , through its ownership , repre ente only 

one s p cial in erest gToup . .A!1d as the everend 1i • ennyson-

Paln,er told Deputy Pri e vdni ter gh Shearer 1 ..,t S turduy , 

''whi le all the c pi tali t:.; , the money men and he investors were 

welco e 'if they swing the pendulum too far in the di rection of 

c pi tali n n forget the poor un fortunate s . and tl: e y do not pay 

tten t i on to the in i viaual t the gr< s sroo ts an · your government 

"o nothing bout it, Sir, it i ti oing o be the deathknell of 

another governmen t •. 11 n d t e hig ly respecte · Lon don Economist 

put the s e basic id.ea bp lle by the _ ev . ~vir . l mer in another 
the 

way when it wro te t hat/e · ection vie tory of the JLP wa no t a victory 

fo r the ol order - I ot yet . ot by long way' . So t e soci"lly 

~nd econo ically benefic i a l p ~Tm es from t e past regi me will be 

ept n where po ible be imp ove " upon . An v e h ve even heard, 
t 

here an t here , wor 
one or two 

of pr< i e spok;en by/ .1e1tbere of t t e new governmei 

of so ething one by their predecessors . 
e lector a l 

/ yth tnat everything the other peop e 

vt,f 
·ven t h , politic lly expedie1 

id was ba , i o be in g uietly 

1 i to rislt. Eo t i ngs ere becomi n cle rer: the w y ahead is ,uch 

more di s cernaibie than it ~ t i · t i e a on t ago . it is not 

the v. i ld s •in to th right that sollie peopl e hoped f or an other s 

fe red. u t how long t is pr gmatic, mi -dl e-of -the-roa , po t ure of 
,..... 

t i pres nt government 1 .sts wi.l depend o;_ three things: Lthe flow 

of fore i gn exc n e, in the fir ..,t in t nee; lho produc t ively it is 

use ~ in the second i nst nee; an , perh ps ost explesively of all, b-

~ how the government handles the twin pro ble s of our . si ve un e ploy­

men t nd the sh ring of scarce beneftts• ihe se 1 t t wo can either 
unite or shatter the societv. Gnn nn;ah+ 
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1) nease on the abour cene 

) lling o Leasing of Ho e ls? 
3) 'l'he a gers of An ticipa.ting 

l , S CO.'!M T.Ai 
For broa dva~t on Fri ay 
November 28 , 1980 , 6 . lOp. m 

Good evening: It soun ed an read lire c very f amiliar theme . 1he 

eric n news wire s ervi ce, t e As socia ted ress, ha d circula ted to 

its hun dredB of sub cribers all overt e nited S t tes as well s 

t o its subscri bers in a number o f foreign coun t ri e s, " news report 

quoting Pmcica' s i e Mini s ter Seaga as s aying t het .m ice was 
and export 

more th n ever cou tin g on t he production/of m rijuana to help 

bol s ter the country ' s ec ono y . And all J naicans who l i stened to 

both the r dio and t he te evi s ion rebro c s t o~ the ~eaga interview 

on the CS/TV pr ogr mme FA ce t he N tion, will _no t t t his w~s a 

di s tortion of what t e i me 1ini ter said . ·he trouble is t hat 

.... 
"-· ice h s, in recent year s , beco e f air game for this type of 

distortion by t he wire ervice s . Giving u s a bad press, interpreting 

ha t our le a ders s yin as unf vourable alight a po s ible , h d become 

somethin g of h bit . And bit~ die hard , especial y carefully fostered 

habits. So , lt ough tr er e i s a gener 1 will now on t he part of the 

wire ervices nd t e North Americ an news edia to treat us more 

f irly noVi th t t he so-c lled sociali ts are no longer in power , it 

is likely to t ake a little time to brea t e old abi t of knocking 

J rr. ica. So I su spect t h t t he new gover nment i s going to have its 

fair sh re of correctin g f a lse or unfc ir n ws r e ports about J c a ica. 

On e of the t hin gs t e new govern ,en t c an avoid i the unnecessary 

confu s ion which co s ith too any pe ople ffi k ing too ,any s t tements 

before fin 1 decision s h ve been de . For in s t n ee, i t he new 

government r e lly going to sell off the hotels which are now publicly 
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own ed? Or is t he government goin g to lease t hose hotels?I person lly 

o not see it as being in the Jam ican national interest for this 

or any other government to use taxpayers money to make any enterprise 

viable and pro f t :table an then , the moment t ha t enterprise looks 

lik naking a profit , to sell it off for private groups to reap 

that profit. on • t forget , t e reason w y t e previous govern en t 
c{ 

acquired t hese ho tel s was bee use the priva te groups were not preparec 

j o s tick by them i n time s of trouble an l osses . Since the people 

took he risk ith th s e hot ls, the people should be t e main 

long-term beneficiar i e s o ~o I for one , would pre fer t o see these 

ho t els leas#,' not sol • .out I do not t h in the government has really 

ha t he time t o .ake a policy 
e_ 

ecision on t i s important and sensi tivE 

matter . Indeed, there seem to be many t ings on which man y pe opl e 

and groups seem to b antici p ting po iticns id actions long before 

dec ision s have been m de on these , tters . An t i s an •ticip tion c a.'l'l 

and often doe s lead to a k in d of jumpin ess , a kin of rashness of 

word rid ee d_. I think t h is is one reason for t ha t sudden flurr y of 

unrest this week in th labour 
t 

ove nt . It is as t hou gh peopl e ex ec1 

un ple& ant t h ings to happen and a e ;laking warning noises well in 

advance . his is happenin g in section s of t he ffi e i a as well. Some 

of the fears an concerns are almost tan ible . ' he labour ovement 
from early on 

wan ts the vorl to mow/that it i not going to tand for having to 

carry any lion' a s are of any burden of s a c r fi ce s in the interest of 

econorrd c recovery . So ·e have these stoppage s and go- slows an d absen t • 

eei m over matte~ t at ar not r all y of critica l i portarJce . It is 

a r ing , a fl exin of in u t r i a u cle s that nobody i any doub t 
secti ons of 

about l bour' s in te I tions . An t e unease in/the medi i s l ar gely 

an almost reflex recollection of what happened i n the public me dia 

during the JLP re gi me of 1962-72 . Goodnight. 
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) Re storing the Jam ican ,age I 2) 11wo Notable Speeches fro the ' i ght ' 
3) Zimbabwe: Coming ugabe-Nkomo Rift 

NE S COMMENT RY 
For broadcast on onday 
November 24 , 1980 , 6 . lOp . m 

Good evening: The weekend news was, for mos t J am icans, l argely 

dominated by speech-making. There was t is station ' s rebro dcast 

of the American CBS- V programme 'Face the Nation ' with Prime 

inister Seaga . One noteworthy ill%oxin quotation from that 

p rticular interview was Mr . Seaga ' s flat declaration, and now I 

quote: " · e have not defaulted nn debt, and J maica has never in 

its history defaulted on debt payments" . After all that had gone 

before this was an essential truth t hat had to be st ted in the 

process of restori ng the J a a ican i mage which had been given such 

a terrible battering by J emaicar1s themselves . d t hen there w s 

t he rime inister ' s s peech in Miami which wen t further with the 

business of restoring the J~maican image on which American investment 

in J m ica must be predicated . There were also two speeches m de 

locally th t re worthy of note . The gen er 1 mRn ger of K i er 

Bauxite, r . Ed Coyne , on Friday told a me eting of the the Police 

Co-oper t ive Crecm t Union that, nd now I quote: "In all of the tal k 

about foreign investment , fore mgn aid, grants, etc . , it is sometimes 

f orgotten that t h i foreign investment is only one avenue f or capital 

forruation in the country. It sometimes i s not realised that the 

majority of capita l formation for all types of investment purposes 

usually t ake s place within the confines of the country ' s bor der~ . " 

And then there was the other notworthy speech , perh~ps the most 

noteworthy , in terms of a highly successful and totally committed 

private sector spoke sman, gentl y warning the J maican priva t e sector 
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not to misread the eaning and na ture of t e politic 1 change 

brought a.bout by the October 30th elections . his was the speech 

made , also on Fri ay night, t o t he J maica Chamber of Commerce 

by Dr . obert est , nea d of petroleum company and ch irman of the 

Executive Commi ttee of Caribbear1 Central .American Action . I quo te 

jus t one mall paragraph to show the quali t y and the tenor of the 
. i 

speech. After telr Pthe business c ommuni ty of t he opportunity and 

cha llenge pres~nted by the elec tion results,he went on , an d I qu o te : 
cf 

"No one should be encour"" ged in the mistaken impres ion that i ncre se 

influence for the bu iness sector in R community's or nati on ' s 

social or poli ti ca l life men s turning b ck the clock on social 

progress or on legitima t e public sector programmes serving the nee ds 

of the un der-privileged or of wor ing men nd women •• • Her e in 

J ~m ic, you r e building on a mand te for responsible social 

democ1 ratic ction, not a blmnd turn to t he political righ t. 11 

n d ple se note t hat both these very enlightened speeches were m de 

by North American priv te sector spokesman , not by J m ican private 

sector spo esmen . Let u hope that the entire J a ican priva te 

sector will note t he se truths n t a e note of this gentle warning. 
too 

An d let them n.a1:t11. remember/ that the manda t e i s for compa.ra titlely 

short time; five years in t he firs t instance, with option to ren ew 

or cancel, de pen din g on erforman ce . I hope , too, tha t the wilder 

ones in our priva te sector will think care fu l ly over Dr . est ' s 

warnin g ag inst ha t he calls the 'three strawmen '. Like i t or not , 

none of us, not even the private sector , can go beck to t he pre- 1972 

days . Our wor d a s ch ed too uch for that . And fin lly, and 

very brmi!l y, we are beginn i ng to see t he first signs of import nt 
geopolitic 1 picture in Southern Africa . The coming 

ch nge s .11.:f the 
r i ft between Zimbab e ' s Rober t ugahe and Joshua Nko o is just the 
t ip of the iceberg: but more on t hat ano t her time . Goodnight 
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Gr1a t Power Poli tics, Ideologica l 
Pluralism & the Third orld 

NEWS COMN EN TARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
November 26, 1980, 6.lOpom 

Good evening: We h ave been so preoccupied with our own affairs 

l a tely th"t we have tended to pay little attention to some very 

impor t ant recent developments on the wider international scene. 

For instan ce there was t hat face-to-face meeting with American 

President-elect Ronald Reagan which West German Chancellor Helmut 

chmidr engineered so c arefully and determinedly within the week 

following t he American elections. Offici a lly Mr. 2chmmdt,v was in 

Washin g ton to see ]1r. C rter: but the timing was superb. Mr. Reagan 

was a lso in Wa shington. There were no arra n ged plans for Mr. Smhmidt 

to see Mr. Reagan. Mr . Reagan is not yet President a nd it would be 

undiploma tic for a foreign head-of-sta te t o meet formally with the 

President- elect wh ile someone else still occu pied the White House. 

But Chancellor Schmidt just 'dropped in' on r. Re a gan and t hey t a lkec 

for well,l'. over an hour . Wh en ~r. Schmidt go t ba c k to West Germany 

h e made a very big t hing about re-stating hi s commitment to detente 

an d to t he SALT arms control process. An d then he let out very casua.:J.• 

ly that he an d hr. Re agan were in broad a gr e ement on the importance 
SALT 

of t he/disarmamen t pr oc e ss. This was a most significant straw in the 

politica l wind. Mro Reagan' s campaign rhetoric had sounded like 

the death-knell of t h e SALT process by which the United States and 
course for 

t h e Soviet Union had worked out a step-by-step/m~ containing the 

arms race and t he mili t a ry build-up by the t wo super-powers. Now, 

sud enly, a n d by way of the apparently off-hand re ark of the West 

German Chancellor, the threat of an arms race between the super 

powers seemed to have been defused. And American moderate Republican 
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Senator Ch rles Percy, who is bound to play a domin ant role in the 

new Republican controlled Senate when Mro Reagan takes office in 

J anuary, is in the Soviet Union right now and ha s been given the 

red carpet treatment, including a len~thy meeting with Soviet 

Pre sident Brezhnev. And you can be sure t hat ways of trying th get 

the SALT negotiations back on the rails was high among the matters 

discussedo The big point is that ik• both the superpowers and their 

f r iends and allies in both Ea st and West Euro pe know that the alter­

na t ive to detente is the steady march to a nuclear war that neither 

wide wantso The European- in particular have had the bitter experienc, 

of t wo world wars being fought on their lands in this one century 

alone, and they do not want a third one which is al.most certain to 

be fought with nuclear weapons. And J apan is the only nation on earth 

which h a s experienced the devastation brought by nuclear weapons. So 

the will to peace and detente and the SALT process is very strong 

indeed. An d this, of course means th t, like it or not, the super­

powers and their allies are going to have to accept the reality of 
a.( 

ideologica l pluralism, of different and differing social and politici 

and economic systems having to co-exist for the s , ke of peace. The 

problem for the Third world in all this, the problem for the so-callee 

cliamt stat~ in all this, is that each of the power groupings will 
1tict.L~t M~~ fU. <ir~tt.. ..S 'P~ ef- ·~ <f0~it1trn H.\ ft,_ w-o1fol . So~~ 

want to impose their forms of conformity on the rest of us. The 
oJr-4. -~ ~~~, -

Americans Lwill want to impose their an ti-communism on their c'iien t 
cu~ frtc.,~ Sk.,'1"\A11 a.,tes 

states; the Ru ~siansl will wan\ to impose their an ti-capitalism on 

their client states. So, in the context of detente, the Third World 
Q..~ U .fv~ -fc,1, 11:I. 

becomes the a lternative arena ~ so-calle d 'peaceful conflict' betwesn . w~ 4rl1. ~1.."4lot 
t he superpowers.~ l l ittle or no room ~ for ideological pluralism 

And th~ ourse, is the e~ence 4 oUc,ternalism, of'Efo as I say not 
as I dot Only China, still the wild Ljoker in the pack, misses this 
point and calls for a worldwide crusade against the Soviets. Goodnight 
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1) 'fue ension s Continue to E se 
2) The D_n ers of Over-Optimis High Expect tions 
3) The ~·armington torm in a Teacup 

EWS CO:M ENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
Nove ber 21 , 1980 , 6.lOp. m 

Good evening : 11he best ar1d most welcome neww of the week contlinue s 

to be the sc ling-down of the gun violence and the relative easing 

of the political tensions in the society. Ve mu t hope that these 

trends will continue and grow stronger . Our politica l leaders and 

our opinion makers of all parties and all persuasions have a grave 

responsibility to help nur se t he~e trends along if Jam ica is ever 

to regain the st te of JlKB compara tive peace an order which exi s ted 

before the politics of polarisation, of ' us ' Md ' them • took over 

and tore the house apart . An d no one side can restore that state 

of pe ce nd order and goodwill all by itself. So the challenge is 

to create a clim te in which all s ides will ant to wor together. 

And for this to begin there must be a real end to t he ugliness of 

all the na sty words and deeds: an en d to t he aggresl!:~oastiness 

of t he winners and t . e bitter r e sentsments of the ~a•r.H·e-. And 

perhaps one oft e iost worrying dan ger s the society f ce s right no w 

i s the extraordinarily high level of expect tion that has be en 

unleashed among JLP sup orters . There are large numbers of people, 

espefially young people , who seem to really believe t ha t the new 

government can perform so ,e sort of miracle by which all the country ~ 

problems will be clolved in compar tively short time : there will be 

money; there will be jobs; there will be joy; everythin will be 

bet~er . Well, it i not going to be as easy as that . For t leas t 

t he next t wo or t ree years ,axil:aa:ai the way ahead. is go ing to be as 

economic lly rough and difficult shave been the laot three years . 
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Price s are not sud enly going to come down; there is not suddenly 

going to be r sh of new jobs . An d hether we do in fact generate 

ne jobs is not going to depend on party l oyalty or on any one man • 

abili t y or on t he abi lities of any one group of en . The entire 

nation must either come to gri ps wi th its problems or those problems 

will s surely overwhelm the n ew government as t hey overwhelmed the 

past government. Somewhere along the line , omehow , the very high 

expecta tions of the JLP supporters in particular will have to be 

lowered to very much more r ealistic levels. hi is one of the 

t r ickier problems f a cing the JL and the government that par ty now 
JLP 

forms . When it was in opposition some/mfxtla spokesmen sneered 

scornfully at what they c lled ' monkey money ' when the B nk of amaic: 

printed money to am~~«X% provide budget support for the previous 

government . Now , a JLP government is force to resort to this srune 

so-called • on ey money ' suppor t for the rest of t hi s fiscal year. 

I t i of course bla in g its having to do this on the p st government . 

' h t is fair enou g}} in partisan political terms . ut who will it 

blarr e if, year or two down the rqad , it has to again r e sort to this 

kin d of budget support? An d if it i force to increase petrol 
a ain 

prices next year, will one of its affili 
~~ (lAf!. ~ wek;t~ 

strike? [ And fin ally, a brief word on Mr . 

tes/titage a petrol price 
workers of the 

Warmington and the/cotton 

pl ant in Old H rbour . oliti cal realists of all par ties know that 

workers who are unionised , especially those who are members of our 
u.c~~ 

t w:o majo_r trade unions, are least likely to beLvicti mi sed. No group 

of N u or BITU wor J.n.f;S1i~BuFemzi~t!w;swguHl l8t i~,fu ~-it. rmington' s 
l et ter ppeere to try to . / So the outcome to thi s littl~ bit of 
politic l sh do -boxing was a fore o~ conclusion from &~tset . 
The big play in s om e section s of the 1media sugge sts either ilnorance 

of this politic 1 reality or else a pub11.·c r elations snow job. 

Goodnigh t. 
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Openin g of ew Par lia en t 
a ck to t he D F 

C.nr i stma ... Work 
Unemployment, Poli t ics, Scaree Ben e fits 

NEWS COMr . NTAR 
For bro a dc a st on Wedn e s day 

ovember 19 , 1980, 6.lOp om 

Good evening: Ye s terday ' s opening of t h e new arli am ent following 

on l a st month!s elec tior1s and t he c hange of government, turned out 

t o be mor e t han just a ceremonia l s wear ing-in a ffa ir. Prime .Unisier 

Se aga use d t he occ a sion t o r e port on deve lopments since the election 

and dso g ive some in dications of t he directions in which the n ew 

government proposes t o move. e problem o f foreign exchange continue 

t o be t h e most pr e s s ing: and t h is is h ow I think it is g oing to be 
a n d earn ing 

for very many years to c ome o .An d t e finding/of' foreign exchange , 

ru1d t h e usi ng and t he conserving of foreign exehange are going to 

r emain ma jor priorities for many years t o come . How the s e are han dled 

will, inevi tabl y d•~ermine much of the futur e dev e l opment of J amaica . 

We cannot borrow our trouble s a way. Ther e i s only virtue in borrowing 
Foreign exchange 

if wha t is borrowe d is use d t o ee:rn/our/trouble s awayo The l:'rime 

Minister in dic ted t hat J m ica was returning to t he I n te rn a tion a l 

1onetary Fund to se ek an a ccep t able agreement for t his kind of 

f ore i gn exchange support . I think it is very likely t ha t we will in 

fact be bl e to g e t bet tez· t erm s from the I MF t h _n the previous 

governmen t received . An par t o f the reason for this i s the very h a r d 

c ampaign conducted b y the previoQs governmen t, in common with other 
srr 

Thi r d Worl d countri e s, a gain the f ormer r a t l er rigid F conditions. 

In t hi s sense t h e pre sent government mi ght well turn out to be the 

beneficiary of t h e s t ruggle s of its predecessor, which i s a s it s houlc 

be in our brand of politic so Bu t thi is one t ha t is still ah ead of 

us and even with t h e best of loan conditions in t h 9 world it is stil; 
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go ing to be up t o t he J o., ,aican )eopl e t o en sure tha.t every dollar 

of fore ign exchange borrowe d is used productively t o enlarge our 
t o 

fore i gn e·xchange resource s an d so/earn our troubles away. If we 

don' t do this then, n o mat ter how good our credit rating , we will 

just be digging another great big economic hole for u s to drop into 

a few years from now. On the domestic short-term employment scene 

the Prime Minister s a i d tha t $5 . 4-million (the s ame a s for last year) 

would be spent to pr ovide some 67,000 jobs SB Chr i stmas work. The 

mone y woul d be a llocate d equa lly among members of Parli ament and 

councillors i r re spective of pariy . This of course means t hat the 

par ty wi th the gre a tes t r.umber of elected members will en d up getting 

the greatest total amoun t of money . The l a st time ar ound, thanks to 

the i r numbers, t he PNP got the lion~s share of the mon ey . This time 

around, thanks to their numbets again, the JLP will get the lion's 

share and so JLP supporters will get mos t of t hose 67,000 Christm s 

jobs. Like it or not, t his is how it is bec ause it is par t of our 

benefit politicso On e sad t hing i s that this Chris tmas work will be 

for only t wo weeks for each person ; another s ad t hing is t ha t it is 

not enough to r eally scra t ch t he surfa ce of our acu te un emplgymen t 

problemo An d i t r eally is nonsense to talk about everybody's right 

to a job when over 300, 000 wor kers, or j us t about on e-third of the 

l abour force, is unempl oyed o Even if you put political victimisa tion 

a side t here can be no equal rights and justice in such a~ situa tion. 

Unemployment is, in itself, t he worst kind of victimisation that can 

be inflicted on any pers on who wants to work: bringing politics into 

it only compounds i to Perhap s t he new government will try to persuade 

employers and the labour moveirnn ·t to t h in k again about a more equi tabl 
s haring of the available jobs ·b 1 cutting ou t overtime, bringing back 
the shift system and reducing t he work we ek t o three days for onne 
worker s o t hat a n ow-unempl oyed on e could have t wo days' work. This 
r ther t han t he ma.pi~ulatmnn of scarce benefi ts may be t he s fest 
shor t-term an swer t o the problem of une ployment. Goodn i gh t 
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NE s cm . . EN ' RY 
For bro de st on ond 
. ove ber 17, 1980, 6 . 10 . 

ies t e Swing 

Good evening: C NA- Reuter ire repor t ou t of Ne York datelined 

ye terday nd c rried in on e of our orning p pers today quotes 

i me Mini ster E a r d Seaga as saying, nd no I quote: "If a tro 

want to be acce t ed in t i region, t en he u s t be able to prove 

his credentials by not exporting revolution or ideology". A couple 

of ee s earlier, fo llo ing on the results of the Ja aican general 

elections and , a fe day a ter, the A erican Pr esidential elections, 

r h ado s rime N- inister o Ad sh dee ared tha t Grenada i me 

.ini ter ,:. urice Bi h op h to prove t hat he ha t e sup ort of 

t he people of Grenada by calling elections ot erwise he would lose 

support in t he 0ari bbean co - unity. The se t o declarations , the 

one from arb os an t e o h er fro J AI a ica, an both directe d 

inst left ing regi es, are c ear i ndication of the swing of 

t he politica l pen dul in the region : n the owing is strongly to 

t he righ t, though it i s sill too e r l y to tell t•:xi at j u t what 

point on the r i ght t he swing ill e ttle. or inst nee in that see 

Cana- euter report Yr . ,_,ea a i quoted a saying about ·r . onald 

ea an ' s far right~ ing views , nd ag in I uote: ••• "I 've h 

enough experience in O ye rs of politic 1 life to ow t n t people 

usually taKe far ·tronger posi tion s in campaign tan they would 

be l i .. ely t o t e hen they get into office.. . So it is e arly days 

ye t to try and assess tau,i at just wh t point the swing in the 

region 1 politic l pendul il~ co e ! ~.,,t:-!t: se before beginnin g the 

s ing b ck . ~- at i import nt 'i-n i::::.w s C):f; t he long-term well as 
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s hort-ter interests oft eir countries e concerned, i s tha t 

neither 1r . Ad . nor · • Seaga ge t t e .selves locked into hard­

ine ideologic 1 po i tions from which t ey c nnot retre t . Both Mr . 

Se ga an .,r . Adar. s c e r y see t he ir c ountries' best econo ic 

interests being served by clo ·er and nuc ore cordi 1 links with 

t he Uni ted ~t te s Untted St t e s bus iness interests. F"'ir en ough. 

t he st te en ts by bo h can be seen c ear sign ls to the United 

S t e s th t thi s i how t ing now re an tha t t h i s is ho · t ey w nt 

t h i ngs to be from here on. 1-\ g in fir enough . But the United St ate s 

t ese days i only one, albeit t he os t powerful of t he po er centre s 

in thi p -rt of t e orld . enezuela i another power centre . 

rt- exico i s yet nother . Both 1:.exico n Vene.zuela ~ill gr ow in 

i mport .nee a po er centres ~ t ~ e \ orld need for oil beco es more 

acute . In eed, even t he .:re t United State s i s beco ing in ere singly 

ependen t on r.!exican and Venezuelan oil war , in stability and 

turmoil m e t he f low of oil fro the i dle v. s t l es s and e ss 

re i ble vi th e ch p ssing eek . So, while s en din g signals to the 

United States i i port nt i t is equ lly i f no t ore i mportant t hat 

t hose s i gnal be not isread or misun derstood by t he o t her power 

centres in t he re ion, by ' exico , by Vene zuela and a host of others . 

So who i to etermine e t er or not Cuba i s acce ptaat~ in t hi s 

region? en before the di scovery of er oil eal th n t he great 

politic 1 m cle tat goes ~i t h it, Mexico a absolute l y clear on 

Cuba ' righ t and Cub ' -- soveriegn ty in t he re o-ion. n d nei ther 

Venezuela OE exico are l eftist reg · es sup orting 
1/(,4:f . 

the fo en t ing of 

revolution . V at nei ther of them will,1 tolerate, and 
a y 

t hey h ve de 

t his very clear , i s/s rt of North erican ' Bi g Stick ' di plo cy 

being i nstro duced or reintro duce into 
r i ht ing fun d ente. i i s . '½1-ch t _n 
How do you lock-up i dea? Goo nig 

As for i deology: 
t he r gion· 
i eology lef ~in g communi 
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WS CO.l{ME :rT r RY 

1) ' 
2) 
3 ) 

Govern 1en t in P ce 
Se i zure of the 27 J16s 

e a l l f or Uni t y t e S t t ing 
of O d Seo es 

For bro dca s t ob Fri dcy 
ov ember 14, 1980 , 6 . l Op. m 

Good evenin g : o we lcome no t e s on whi ch to en d thi week . Fi rs t , 

t here was J esterda y ' s se i zure by t e police of those 27 ~ 16 au toru ti1 

r i f l es an t hat v s t quan tity of ammnmttmnn. Thi s a s 1on derful 

pie ce of or on t he par t of t he police an d they h v e e r ne d a ll 

t he pra i s e t ey rece ived f or it . A fe~ ore such bit haul s would 

be very welcome if on l y a s a s ign l t~ t t he securi t y forc es are 

get ting on top of t h e robl e o f t e guns i n t he soci ety . he hard-

pr e ssed J a ican c o munity needs 

t i s i n d i n t he fi ght ga i nst 

fe morale-boosting victori e s of 

n viol en c e . he ot er we c o e no t e 

i s , of cour e , the co ple t i on oft e b ·i n e s s of the ki n g of the 

n ew gov ernment. ' here i uch to be on e ao the soon er t he ne 

government was i n pl a ce an on t he j ob t h e ooner oul t ey begi n 

t o t ck l e the problems . Now t h t governmen t is in pl a c e , uui:x:i:iexce p t 

for a few inor de tails , n it t urns out to be rather bi gger t h an 

s o e ob~erver h d t i ought or h ope d it oul be . ' here re 1 5 senior 
of 

Cabine t r, in i s t er s , e l even J un i or Mini s ters . ha t i e x c tly half/the 

number of p r i en t ry seats t he governin g p r t y holds in t he ouse . 

So i t i s ve ry bggs govern ent in eed . , hen t he ?rliam ent . ry 

Se c r et ries re ppoin ted t he tt. in i s te s , unior rlini ter n d 

Par l i en tary Secre L~r i e s will outnumber t he bPckben chers on t he 

go e nme t Si e . i as a i tua tion we ha d i n t he pr evious gove r n-
size 

men an d/ .i::t id not ak fo goo n eff ic i en t C ine t en; it 

0 1 be i nte e sting t o see t ize do e s t his t · e r oun d , e speci r,, l J 

s t ere re i ke y t o be ver trong p e sures fo r cu t t i n b . ck on 
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gover nmen t s ending . An d , u u l ly , big gov ernmen t s an where, h ve 

e n t big government spending . hi m y very vell t urn out to be 

one oft e f i rs t nd er i est t sts f or the tigh t n age en t people 

expect of t e Se ga Govern en t . An o t her l i kely e r y t es ting poi n t 

y :ell be whi ch of e programmes of the previous a ni ni tr tion 

to c rry ov e r continue , d , i c ~ to a b andon. Here , I think , 

r en t i boun to centre roun ' t he o-c lled ' oc i 1 progr mes ' 

ch as t he Impac t amd Youth · • plo ent 

too often been perc e ived n Ube s soci 

' here are t hobe who feel t h t t 1e e pr ogr 

e s, w i ch have all 

~elf are programmes . 
all 

es shoul / be crapped 
ec onomic 

in f vour of str ightf orw rd h ard drive for the/pro· erity b sed 
so-c lled 

on free enterprise an t he/m r ket system . e se people , or s o e of 

the , often pose the choices in 'ei ther - or ' ter s: i t i ~ e i ther 

conti nued social progr8mrues or the f r e e ar et ys tem . It is , of 

course , a o pos ible to h ve 1 ooci 0 l prog.r une s ' which re highl y 

p oductive nd hi ghly profit ble . I think , for int nee , of th t 

very suc ce.s s ful nursery nd tre e growing progr , .e up in Clydesdale 

wee I p, ct vorker were a s o very produc t i ve workers. ' be point 

i that producti vity an en gamg t he we _ th of t ne, n tion and ' o-

cal le ' ocial progr es ' are ot necessari y utually exclusive . 

It is 11 a m tter of hov t s e t i ng re ffi n ged , of t ne tates of 

ind engen dered on g those ho or on t e se progr ammes. And , 

oo ing t t e peopl e ,ho m e u t e ne Cabinet, I o not , yse l f, 

see t hi ne govern .ent ,an ting to do a sort of c ean weep and 

scaap all the oc i 1 rogr uch more l i e y is a 

c reful n sensitive review to iden t ify those rograIL. e s whi ch are 

or hi ch h ve t he oten t ial for being pro ucti ve or viable and 

:par . te t he e fro t .e trai gh t pt:mk- b rr 1 bu i e s . The t h i n g to 

gunr d g in st ere is not t o sett e old core B or ju t ch ge .txiiurR 
t he i entit oft ose o c i p in t he b rrel . Goodn i ght . 
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1) A Noticeab e E ing in Violence 
2 ) Clean-up and Threat of Victimisation 
3) The Economic Prospects 

ES CO ·EN Y 
For bro adcast on ednesday 
Nove ber 12, 1980 , 6 . lOp. m 

Good evening: The first signs of an easing of the pol iti cal tensi ons 

and of t he wholesale slaughter that went with t hose tensions are 

just st rting to show a little . ~It is not very much; not even any­

thing that you can quantify as yet; but t he mood in t e society 

doe s seem to be one of easement. nd that, after all JRmaicans have 

been through in this year alone, is something to welcome . Some of 

the damage and some of t he wounds and so e of the hurts have gone 

very deep an d t e healing process is going to take a very long time 

in some insta ces . fter all, somewhere int e region of 700 lives 

are reported to h ve been snuffed out in politically-related violence 

in this one yea:r alone ; people have b~en driven from their homes; 

there has been i rreparnble damage to property. These are not t hings 

we can just pu t behind us and forget because t hee ections are over . 

I, for one , would like to hope that the new government through its 

inistry of oclal ecurity wou ld truce a searchin l ook at some of 

the hurt and damage done to many f lilies and many households and 

try to help to rehabilitate t . ose who need help most . hat many 

J amaicans suffered during the course Gf the destructive and brutal 

~nd ugly election campaign which i s now behind us ha some of the 

cha:racteEistics of a natural~ is ter - only this on e as made bj 
M ~ ~ i.;lt -it lli 0- di'::>~~ . 

an . L his, I sug est , woul d be one small way of trying to heal the 
. divided 

wounds and bring the/kanca house together agann . he trouble is 

tha t we are a r eady beginning to see the first sign of the ol d 

busines s of t he ' ins • and t he ' outs • which i one of the ol dest 
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our 
and most persistent symptoms of both our po itical and/economic 

state of pover ty . All pas t J"amai can governments, without excep tion, 
t o some degree or another 

have/played thi game of the 'ins • and the ' outs', not because of 

malice nece sarily, but because there was never enough to go aroun d 

for everybody. So every time there was a change of government the 

winners pushed out t he losers and took unto themselves and their 

supporters the lion ' s share of wha t was available in pat ronage and 

jobs and other scarce benefits . Kingston' s Mayor Arthur Jones 

yesterd y protested publicly against the threat of this business 

of the ' in s' and t he ' outs • being applied to the jobs of t he present 

K&AC employees . This is a very difficult one indeed. And the greater 

the unemployment and the gre ter the scarcities the harder it is for 

any newly elevtea government to resist the pressures from i ts p 

supporters demanding that it is their time now. Previous administrat 
either 

ions have tried to deal wi th this problem , and/failed or succeeded 

only par t i all y . he JLP under B s t amante succeeded partially wi t h 

its forty-forty- tw nty fo ula: but that one discrimin·ted against 

the majority of workers in the society who supported neither party 

nor ma jor trade union . Mr. Lynden Newland's N. I.S . which was the 

start of social security was one of the few unqualified succe s ses on 

which both parties can build regardles~ of who i s in or out of power ; 

and so is the N tiona l Housing Trus t, unless its pre sen t vharacter 

is grossly changed and di storted . Bu t it i at the level of the 

central and local government banaaucracy, and not only t sensitive 

pol~u~ls , tat the problem of the 'ins • and 'outs ' and who gets 

the Lj obs i s mos ·t acute . And the present bleak economic prospects and 

higli unemployment oaa not make it any easier to tackle this most 

ifficul t and most human of a ll J amaica• · problems . Goodnight 
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1) Note on ransitions 
2) The In ter nation 1 scene: 

a) Zimbabwe ; b) Po land; 
c) 1fric an oil; d) Human Rights review 

NE S COM~ EN r ARY 
For broadcast on l, on day 

ovember 10, 1980 , 6 . lOp. m 

Good evening: Today ruakk dt e first full working day for he 

an inet . inisters of Jamaica ' s ne government whi ch was swept to 

power a c nt eleven days a o . So the transition from a PP to a 

BLP ailininistration can be said to b complete in all its key 

essentials; an tne process ·a relative l y quick and smooth . In 

contra t , the transition from one administration to the next in the 

Un it d tat es is a very long drawr1-ou t affair . The erican voters 

went to the p lls just five d ys after the J 1aican voters did so, 

yet the transition period will drag out from now unti l January 20th 

of next yea:r i when then w Pre ident i sworn in and then forms his 

new arunin istration . So, in the case oft e United States you have 

this long gap of ne r ; three mo ths between 11,r . eagan winning t he 

election an then being installed as resident. An d between now 
of next year 

nd Jenuary 0th/the de feated Mr. Jimmy C rter is still, Consti t-

u tion ally , t resident of t1 United States. It is an odd and 

ironic a d in ' ome ·~ ays a cruel situation in which to place a man . 

The pow r has pa·sed from him: he knows it and all the worl d knows 

it; and yet he ha to go through wi th being the so-call ed ' lame 
still 

ck ' resident for near y t ee months: a man/surrounded by all 

t e pomp and cere ony of tie Pr sidency of one of t he two mos t 

poverful n tions on earth, but wi thout the ub t rce of power . It 

see s to me that our sy tem, ti1e par iAmentary ystem that we 

inherited from the Briti sh, is so much kinder to the l o13ers . n· . 

an ley lost on Thursday Oc tober 30 t h and r . eaga took over on 
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Friday October 31st, an tend ys l a ter t1e new Gabinet was at 

work . One oft e worrying things bout the long drawn- out American 

transition -i how 'la e uc ' 
so e 

were ft su dden internation 1 crisis 

sident would cope if there 
quick 

requiring swift decision and/ 

ction . \\oul he , for in tance , first consul · wi h the incoming 

e ·ident-elect before pushin g that bu tton in response to an a ttack , 

a uclc r ttack per,aps? ·ou l d he , in li h t of his electoral de f ea t 

feel t a t he as t e authority to t e drasti.c action? Would he , 

stripped basica ly oft e real power oft e Presidency , ha~e the 

nerv? I ho p t 1 e ic , do ouething 

per i o of transition before any l ame due 

out the length of the i r 

resident i force to 

fac e t he 'e c llenge s . Another point of contr t betvveen our election 

an t eirs as t he vo ·er turn-au t . Some t i ng over 80% of the J am:I@.qi 

ectorate voted an ' so t e J 's an ri.ie , li e it or not, i s a 

m date fro . a ery clear ands arp m j.ori ty of t e ana ican e l ector..8 . 

52 ., of t he ,erican e ec tor t e we t to the :pol l s . 48 of those entitle 

d t o di not vote . So Mr . ea an' 51 ~ of the poll i s jl% of on ly 

th t 52 , ho .went to t he polls. I n other words , for a ll the talk 
a li t tle 

about a lan slide victory , on y/011:ocx over a, quarter of the total 

merican el ctorate voter 1 eagan into po er . An d th i not a he lthy 

tin for any democr cy. On t1e int rnational cene , z· b bwe is in 

he news with internal friction and bre i ng di senchan ent be t een 

herse lf an Britain an t e v·est . he Poli..,h workers have orked out 

n cce t ,be compr omi vi th eir c unist government . he Afr i c an 

PEC oil pro cer s loo like ex rting c li t t e oi ' mu cle ' against 

t eir , ~~tern cus tomers . eeting conv ne in • drid to arrow 

to r e~iew t he Helsinki Agree n t on ar Rights ich •as signed 

five years ago by Ea st , et and fon- Aligne countri es . ecau~e each 

i e has trie d t o use thi s Agree ent as a stick ith which t o beat the 
ot er t here h been little dvance in h n r i ghts anywhere . Goo dnigh 
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1 ) Th e Fi r s t l'ieek: A Hol di ng Position 
2) Reagan & e tente: A Sovie t Re sponse 

NE w'S COMM.ENTARY 
For broadcas t on Fri day 
November 7, 1980 , 6 . l Op . 

Good vening: 

t o i t s c l o s e , 

he f i r st f u ll wee k un der, ~ new JLP r eg ·me is dr awin g 

d s o far n oth i n g r eally star tling or· dramatic or 

unex pe c t e d ha ~ come to passo i me i ni s t er Seaga t oday c om pl e t e d 

the putti n g toge ther of h i s Cabi n e t and ne x t we ek s houl d se e t he 

real s tar t of busi n e ss by the new administrE> t ion wi t h i t s massiv e 

e l e ctora l parl iamen t y majority . The n a t i on, gen era lly s peaki ng , 

i s in a ho l di ng po s i t ion, wai t i ng '"nd watch i ng t o s ee wh a t unfo l ds 

and how . And n owher e is this wa· ting and watch i n g mor e s harpl y 

c onc en trated at t h i momen t t han on what i .:> go ing on about t h e We st 

St . Andr ew parlia en t ary s eato How this par t i cul ar ma t t er i s 

handl ed nay well b e o t great i mportan c e i n the di f f i cu l t bu s i n e ss o f 

br i n g i ng peace among t he emb t tled poli tic 1 f c t i onso It i s a l ways 

easier f or a man t o accep t defeat i f he i s t isfied th t h e was 

beat en fair and square . d t he nee d t o brin g peac e amon g our 

embattl ed po l i t ica l f ac t i ons con t inu e s to be the s ing l e mo s t urgen t 

probl em we f ace . ·The J a a ic a Coun c i l of Church e s earlier thi s 

we ek expresse d i ts gr ave con cern abou t t he pre s e~ t s ta t e of t h e n a t i on 

It s i d , and I u o t e : " If the s o c i ety i s t o be s av e d from fur t he!' 

b l oods he d and t o continue i t s dev e l opment t h ere must b e genuine 
.. 

r e c on cilia t i on amon g t he s o c i e•ty" . And !?ri me Mi n i s t er Seag ye s ter -

day called on LP s uppor ter s t o r efr a.in from iniliiating or taking 

in any a c t whi ch may l ead t o i n c i dent s o f v io l en c or to the 

haras smen t of PNP supporters. And he cal l ed on PNP s u ppor t ers to 

s h ow re s pect fo r t he demo crati c pr oc e ss by a c cep tin g the dec i sion of 

t he v o t e r s. I f the soci e t y wi ll hee d t he s e t vo c a lls, t h e on e from 
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·the J amaica Council of Churche s, and t h e o t her from t h e new J amaican 

r i me Minister, t hen we may i nde ed begin the important proc e ss of 

r ec oncilia tion. And t he b e ginning of r econcilia tion, I think, is 

t o l e t a ll J ama ic an s , fri ends ru1 d f oe s, winner s 8lld l o sers, know 

in bo th de e ds an d wor ds t h t t hey r eally are all e qual un der t h e l aw , 
are sub jec t t o all the 

/ a ll e qu lly en titled t o ever yon e of t h e rights and/re s pon sibilities 

ensr..rin ed in t he J runai can Con s t i tu tion. Unle s s we do t his, we c an 

t a l k pe c e an d re conciliati on until we are blue in the f a ce 8lld 

t h9 di v i s i on s 8lld t he vi ol en c e and the bittern e ss wi ll continue . 

I suggest that mu ch o · t h e wai t i n g an d watching i s t o see how t he 

n ew governmen t begin s t h e proc ei.:, s o f r econcilia tion. An d then there 

i the ver y har d pr obl em o f the guns. le aven kn ows ho w many guns, 

s ome of t hem v ery s oph i stica t e d, hav e be en brought in to t h e c our1 try 
a s 

sin c e t he star t of t h i s ye r a l oneo It is n ot goin g t o be/ea s y t o 

ge t a l l tho s e gun s un der c on t r ol a~ i t was to l e t them loose in 

t h e f i r s t pl a ceo I n t h is s ense we h i ve , fo r bas ica lly politica l 

r easons, sown t he win d , and w r e now reaping the whi r l win d . Bring-
,. 

ing t h i s on ster under c on trol i s going t o b e long n d hard and t he 
l imit 

gre te st d ger i t pose s i s the t hrea t t o/ human r i ghts in t h e 

pe. su i t of n ,, tional se cur i ty . We mu s t h ,ve pea ce: bu t we mus t a lso 

h ~ve e qu i ty nd jus t i c e . d fin lly and br i efl y , a wor d abou t wh t 

i pe r h p s t he mo s t wwr ryi n g c onsequ enc e of t hat other e l e ctor a l 

l andsit de e l e ctoral victory t o t he n orth . I n . s peech in Mosc ow• s 

ed S uare hon our ing t he October 1917 Re volu tion wh i ch s a w t he b i r th 

o f the Sov i e t Union s ome 63 years ago , t he Co an der-in-Chie f of the 

Sov i et ar me d f orce s de clared t hat t he Sovie t Un ion wou l d not allow 

t he United St a t e s t og in nu c l ear military superiori~y ov er it. This 

a s t e cnil i ng r e s ponse t o Fr. Ron a l:i e a 6 an' s pr e - e l ection 
r epu di a tion o f wh a t ha d been a ch ieved t hus far in t h e SAL T 11 nego t-
i ations be t we en the U.S. an d t h e USSRo It c oul Cstart 1a new arms 
r ce and a n ew Cold · ro Goodnight 'St~ L., \.~ 
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ES CO E A Y 

eagan • s Vic t ory Sh tters 
Democratic oalition 

or broadcast pn ·e nesday 
Nove ber 5, 1980, 6 . lOp. m 

Good ev ning: lvtr. or1a ld Reagan ' s massive landslide victory over 

President immy C rter in yesterday ' s D. S. Presidential elections 

has tended t o over-shadow and so to obscure the v stly more important 

and serious long-term setb ck suffered by the Democrati c Party as a 

whole in yesterd y's voting. For the first time in more than a 
yesterday 

gener tion the m~cr tic arty/lo8t control of the U. S. Senate . 

Burin all the Nixon yea.rs and the Gerald Ford years in the Presidency 

the U. S. Sen te was con trolled by mocrats . An this as so in the 

years whell Democrats like Lyndon Johnson and John Kennedy before him 

s t in the 

e ocrats . 

i te HOUl:>e . he U.S . Senate was controll ed @Y the 

Democrats controlled the key Commi ttees w ich determined 

a t Presidential plans and policies received smooth p ssgge through 

the le§isl ~re an what plans and polici es were turned back or 

hel up . So the esident , be he Democrat or Republican , depended and 

stil de ends gre tly on the Sen te (and on the Houl:3e of epresen ·t­

atives a well, of course,,)' though to a very slightly les er extent) 

to have hi programmes an policies p s ed and. put into pr~ctice . 

ytime a ernocr tic Senate was bitterly op osed to any Presidenti 1 

policy the ch nces of th t policy going through were reduced to 

lmost nothing. iintil yesterday's voting t t enormous power of 

control nd influence over the ac ions of a Pre ident s con troll ed 

b the emocr tic PArty through its ajori ties in both the Senate and 

e Hou e of epresentatives . EPrly today the epublic ns had won 
S 6"<,&v fG_ 

enoug enate sets fro t e emocra t i11u1 to t n e Leon trol of the 

enate . And the vast po ers that o with the chairmanships of 11 
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those key Senate Co .mi t tees like t he Pys and Means , the Appropriat ­

ions, the Fo eign Relations , the Armed Service Committees will now 

pass f ni De ocratic into epublic n hands . And some of the men who 

had grown powerful and renown all over the world bee se of their 

chairmanship of su~h committees wenE down in yesterday's Car ter 

collapse . Senator Frank Church i one such. The Democrats still 

have majority in the House of Representatives bu t the Republ icans 

have made as ive inroads on that m jori t y and a l l the indication s 

suggest tat in the 1982 id-term elections the Republic, ns will 

win a m jority there too n so ta1 c control of both houses of the 

American Congress . And thi , mor e than just the defe t of Jimmy 

Cp,r ter , i the true me sure of the defeat suf fered by t he Democratic 

P rty as a whole in yesterd y ' s e lection . d there is one small 

u t particularly bitter note over which Democr ts are not likely t o 

ever forgive Jimmy C rter , and it is thi s: when C rter made his 

speech concedfting victory to Reagan very earl y 1 st night , the 

polls had not yet closed in some part of thafvnst country. So many 

emocrats , standing in line to cast their votes for t heir party and 

its candi da tes were shmcked and dismayed to hear the Pre sident say 

it w s all over: reports are .that very any just w lke d way and did-

not bother to vote . sit clumsine ss and the inep~Ass that they say 
ltll\f...v~ 

caused the loss of confidence of the American people\: Or a it 

somethin else? Vha t ever it was, history wi l show that the Democrat­

ic coalition f ashio-!fby Franklin Roosevel t during the Great Depr sior 

an d conoisti ng of l iberals, the bl cks , Hispan i cs , the labour move­

ment , the old and all other disadvantaged mi norities, wa fin lly 

shattered in 1980 when both the Presid~ncy and the Congre s were 
~~h_ 

c ptur ed by rightwing epublican s and l the American voter s themselves 

appeared to move sharpl y t o t he r i ght • Goodn i ght . 
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l) he First Weekend 
2) American s Vo t e Tomorrow 

NEWS COMlVlEN T.ARY 
For broadcast on Mondy 
November 3, 1980 , 6.lOpom 

Good evening : The beginning of t he first week of November a lso 

s ees t he beginning of the life of new Government of J amaica and 

it is t he du ty and t he r e~ponsibili ty of all J amaican s, supporters 

and opponents alike, to give t he new government a fair and reason­

abl e chance to get go ing with wh t we all agree is a f ormidable 

task . So let there be a halt to the killings and the burnings and 

the loo t ing and the destruction of property : let there be an end 
and t he nastiness 

t o the terror t actics and t he intimida tion/which have been such an 

ugly feature of t he election campaign 4Dd which ha s carried over to 

the happenings of this p st weekend . Unless t hese things are 

stopped t he formidab,e t a sk which lies ahead of J maica will be that 

much more difficult to deal wi th and all. J mai ca. - JLP, PNP and No-P 
-- wil suffer t ogether o We have already hurt the J amaican politica l 

proc ess deepl y and grievously by the strains and pressures we pl aced 

on it in re~ent years. Let us not hurt it to the point of death, to 

the po int of being replaced by a different political process. The 

J maican Constitu tion provides for t he peaceful resolution of all 

our problems and difficulties and for the holding and expressing 

and persuing ofa wi de range of differing views and interests within 

the fr amework of t he rule of l aw o We have teste d and strained tha t 

constitution and the system un der it to t heir u tmost limits in 

recent months. Now the elections ar e over l e t u s return t o t he ways 

of the Constitution an d to political pe ce ba sed on respect for all 

J maicans of all n rties and of no partie so Next, tomorrow is Plling 

y in the United State Presidential e lections and the outcome of 
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that one will be followed with even greater interest and concern 

by the ou tside world than was our e l ection of l ast Thursday. But 

in demestic political t erms t he choice s f or the American voters are 

no t quite as sharp a s in our ca seo Whether Mr. Carter or Mr. Reagan 

wins t he Unite d St ate s will still persue a capitalist free enterprise 

economic path. The differnces, such a s they are , are differences 

of method and style and the American public's perception of which 

man i s like l y to do the job better. T~e Democra tic P r ty is traditiol 

ally more 'liberal' than the Republican Party; it is more concerne d 

about s ocia l welfare programmes than is the Republican Par t y . An d 
rt 

so ~~ at Democra ts have always h ad the support of minorities like the 

blacks , the Hispanics, the l abour movement and women's groups; whi~e 
both big and small 

the Republicans have a l ways had t he support of/business, the big 

f armers and the upper income groups genera llyo Bu t this year the 

sta te of the American e con omy is such a major issuefo tha t the tradttm1 

al allian ce s of the past could easily be upset. The present unemploy 

ment may see l arge numbers of angry and worr ied workers desertin! 

the Democrats bec au s e the rise in unemployment took place when a 

Democrat wa s Pre sidento Similarly, the blacks who l as t time out gave 

Prewi dent Car ter a solid 90 fo on t he entire bl ck vote, are hurting 

ba dl y because t hey carry the he avie st share of the unemployment burden 
So they may expre s s t hej.r anger by not voting in the same l argelnumb1 
The rea l question is wh~her ~xa~xaaaxRaagllll t he se frustr a ted groJps 

s ee Re agan a s doing any better than Car t er . Where the differences 

between C rter and Reagan are much more real is in the area of foreigri 

policy. Reagan would , for instance, t ake a t ougher anti-Soviet, anti-
. 

communist 111\e and give more overt support to South Africa. The f ear 

in bo.th the UIS. and other par ts of t he worl d i s that Reagan's foreign 

policy could lead t o a return of Co l d War politics with its threat 
of nucle ar c onfron t a tion . The se ar~ e key issues on which the 
American peopl e go t o the polls tomorrow. Goodn i gh t 
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NEWS CONil • T Y 
For bro de st on Friday 
Oc tober 31 , 1980 , 6 . lOp. m 

Good evening: So it is all over bar the shouting - for the next 

five years, that is - ad the J ma ica Labour P rty i now firmly 

in po er . he size and sweep of the JLP victory in yesterday ' s 

voting mu th ve come a s s omething of a urpri e to even its most 

r den t supporters: it was complete and decisive and the s ing to 

the LP wa. a s ive and islandwide; an it included workers , farmers 

an the youth. I t was a dr atic and stri king revers 1 of hat 

happen e d in the 1976 Gener~l •l ections when the PNP m de an equally 

dr a tic clean sweep . In 1976 the · NP won 47 of the 60 seats IUI.Jix 

i th 56 . 77% of t 1e popular vote. The JLP then won only 13 seats 

with 43 . 23 of the popular vote . Ye sterd y it was the other way 

around, only a little mor e so . So , in the short space of four year s 

- between 1976 and yesterday - the J ma ican elector t e, or a big 

nia jori ty of it, seems to h ve complete ly changed its mind . But h s 

it in f ct changed its mind? Over t he next few days and weeks we 

are likely to h ve all sorts of i n terpe~mm$mens of what happened 
m jority of the 

yesterday nd of ~hy t he/J maican electorate turned a 0 0inst the 

PNP, nd the reasons are indeed many an deserve to be explored . 

But I thin one b ~ic over-ri ing re son which connects the results 

of this e l ection with those of 1976 and 1972 an 1967 and 1962 and 

even further back i s the simp e f eet of the pr gmatism of the 

J a ican e ectorate . Ont e b, sis of what aal[ll[a they see as importan l 

from one election to the other , a l r r ge body of J a ican voters are 
, if necessary , 

prepared to ignore/tr dition 1 party loyalities and come together 

to turn a government out of of fice . hey ha e done thi · ag in and 
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again in elections over the years . They did it in 1972 an they did 

it again yesterday . An they did it for the basically pragmatic 

reason that they were not satisfied with the performan ce of ose 

whom t ey turned out, and so they gave the other lot a chance to 

show if they could do better. They gave the present PNP it chance 

in 1972 and event ough things were ~ough and hard by 1976, they g ve 

it another chance but by yesterd y t heir dissatisfaction wad clear 

and sharp and showed in their voting. And I think that basically 
over 

this dissatisfaction xxmm:a• was/kaau three key areas of national 

life . Fix st there was violence nd lawlessness. The government forme c 

by the PNP in 1976 had a very big mandate indeed and should logivaallJ 
much of i:t 

have been able to deal with the crime and violence. The f act tha t/it 
politically manipulated 

was/11r1ii:xx1ur:i violence only added to the necessity for firm handling. 

The very clear absence of this firm handling, especially over the 

past t we lve months or so was , I think, a decisive factor in the voter 

swing against the PNP. Another critical f actor, I think, was the 

gro ing unemployment . e have alw4ys had hi gh levels of unemployment 
. open ing 

but not on this scale and not without hope of there being a job/for 

at l eas t some, especially among the young an chool leavers. Here 

again, things were getting worse rather than better . And it is hard 

for people to make s~crifices unles they see some end in sight. So 

I think it was a perception of failure more than almost any other 

factor that decided the e ectorate . And this of course means that if, 

after being given a chance to show what they can do, the new govern­

ment does not perform to the satisf ction of the voters, then, 

promises or no, they too wil be turned out, as they have been in the 

past . So the seeds of a coming change of government has already been 

pl.anted the new one takes office . nd that is one of the best 
thing to murderous nd ugly elec tion. Goodnight 

come out of this 
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NE YS C01~IMEN T 
For broadcast on 
October 29 , 980 , 

/ Some El ec t i on Eve Notes 

edne sday 
6 . lOp. 

Good evening: Tomorrow 1s polli ng day; and s o the ugliest, nastiest 

and most murderous electi on campaign in mo dern Jamaican hi story comes 

to an en d tonight. I think we will, all of us, l ong remember the 

savagery and brutali ty of this campaign in both words and deeds; and 

then stiness and dishonesties to which peopl e who in normal «i:x«mm:x~ 

circumstances would regard themse l ves and woul d be regarde d by others 
for power 

aa decent and honourable and honest have descended: the lust/and 

the struggle for power have been raw and naked and v icious . And how 

we move away f rom all this, after t omorrow ' s voting, i s the hard 

challenge t hat will f ace all thooe of us who in tend to remain here 

no m tter what the outcome . I do .not think mys lf th t t he healing 

process , the bringing together of the divided house, is go ing to be 
quick and 

qui ck or easy. I think those w o suggest that it is going t o be/ 
pre-el ection 

ea"dy are tryin t o perpetrate their l as·t/£nai dec ~ption on the 

Jan.a ican people . The way ahead is going to be rough and hard, whateve: 

t 1e outcome . d this brings us to the policy differences between the 

t wo parties which h ve co e out in S1)i te of' all t he heavy and high­

priced ' n 1uu1.i at time s nasty propagnada. 11he fir st and mos t 

important of th se differnces bet ·een t he t o parties i s how we are 

to chart that rough d hard way ahead . he J LP implicitly off ers 

the J aican electorate a retur n to the I M. F route . Ttie ir mani festo 

does not say so outright but a c areful reading of it kes it clear 

t na t the IMF rou te i ' the JLP ' s solution to our f orei exchange 

problem . J , icans h ve h d rec n t and bitter experience with the 

F route so there is no need to spell out the i mpli c tions of that 
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route with i t deva uations , price increases and wage restraints . 

The PNP , on the othej; hand, has tried ixia:a t he F route with 

conse~uences hich are f iliar to 11 of us, and then rejected t ha t 

route . The PNP's alternative is to seek foreign exchan ge support 
Fost ~ 'w<t<:.t · 

from a wide variety of sources, Lincluding the irnport -nt ne economic 

gi ants wi thin the region , Venezuel nd exico , a well as ft the 
do 

OPE~ powers nd t hose We stern ropean countries who/axa not feel 

bound to lend only here the IMF gives i ts approval . hese other 

sources wi ll of course lay down conditions for lending but they are 

most unli ely to want to di ctc te 
vJ~~ rtt:v.1 

[ in t he detailed way of t e IMF. 

8maic4 ' s internal domestic policy 
between 

So there i s the c ear choice/ mf the 

IMF or non- IMF route in our search for fore i gn es:change . And since 

foreign pol.i cy and f oreign exchange are inter-related it is c* ar -ri. 
th t under n Il~F regime our fo re ign policy woul e ssen tial l y be that 

of client- ·tate of the United St tes . Our r elations with other 
~*~, ~~~ 

countries Lwould b veto be adjusted to that f Ac t . Our Non-Al i gnment 

woul d shift t o be co e similar to the non-aligm ent of such countries 

s Singapore an ~atays ia in sia nd enya and Zaire in Africa. 

elation with the Soviet Union , CUba and E Btern , rope would be 

sharply reduce d or expre ssed in a token form . his wou.Jtl. lead, almost 
~ 

i nevit bly, to a r eduction of the tra eve \ o with these countries 
economic 

ail.rl so to greater/dependence on t he United St ates. Economic policy, 

economic decision s, will increasingly shift fro public sector contro: 

to private sector control . So here, too, ther e are very clear choice : 

to be made . And the essence of the ho i ce really boils down to the 

ues t ion o f who shoul control our econo ic and foreign policy 

directions and in whose interes t such controls should be exerci sed. 
s ides t eir policies are . .ti bo th;x~.fixxii.§cxClaim ixxii.lixihHxin the J amai cf!/lfi~e~§t . The 

P i~lxillxi~ixi iiliiiiixiixi~RijAx~mx~5wx J ~maican electors will 
t omorrow de c i e whi ch they really wan t . {Pe ~e and ov e . Goodnig t 

.,~ VMJ...~ 
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'l'he N t ure of Thi. El ecti on 

NEWS COW E - TAR 
For broac ~st on onday 
October 27, 19?0 , 6.lOp .m 

Good even i ng: Wi th just three days to go the v ery natu r e of this 

electi on is now a maj or , i f not t he major , e l ec tion i s s uefl. An d a 

domi n a.n t f eature of t his e l ecti on c ampai gn i s the use of the poli ticaj 

gun. Poli t i cal t errori sm i s par t of the e l ection c am p ign. An d 

e a cg s i de po i nt t h e fin ger t the o ther , s ome t i mes wi th a br azen- n e st 

end s ham e l essnes s t ha t i s brea t h-takin g in its revelati on of t he 

l eve l of c on t emp t s ome poli tici a ns hav e f or t he in te l l i gen ce of t he 

J amai can e l ectora t e . They t e ll any lie , n o m t t er how pre po s terous, 

t o try an d ~~#if~a~iJame for their v i ol ence on the i r oppon entso An d 
come 

s o we h ave 1:a1[11U[/ close to t he reality o f George Or we l l' s vision of 

1984 wi t h it News peak and .aou b l e t h ink in whi ch words an d a c t i ons 

t ake on any meaning t ha t the mani pula tors o f the political proc e ss 

and of i deas wan t t hem t o h ave . They will try to conv i n c e you that 

a man chopped off his own a rm or h i s own fo ot a s part o f a sinister 

p1o t t o f rame t h em. An d the ne x t s tep woul d probabl y be to t e l l you 

tha t s omeon e sho t h i mself i n t h e head f or no other r eas on t han t o 

t r y and t r ap them . 'fjlor tun a te l y there i s a. l imit of sor ts t o wha t 

they c an do with only t hree days to go . Bu t in di cation s a r e that t h ey 

are go ing to stretch t ha t limi t to the very limi t o And t his type of 

c ampai gn i ng , c ampaign i ng with t he gun an d the torch and the Bi g Lie 

has very l ittl e t o do wi th wha t i .s best in t he democr a tic processo 

You do not serve t he i ntere sts of democr acy or t he democratic process 

by mµrder ing your politi c l opponents and t he i r suppor t er s ; you do 

n o t s erv e t he demo cratic proces s by bu r nitj g vo t e rs ou t o f their h ome f"o 

and fo rcing t hem t o flee in order t o try an d ad just t h e v o t er ba ance 
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in m rginel ar eas in your ~avour; you do n o t serve demo cra cy by 

ter rorisin g people in to n ot turning out on polling dayo And these 

• re the thin gs hat have been and t hat are being don e i n this electio1 

campaign ; and t he s e are the things tha t hav e been done, with l e ss 

i nten s i t y t han n ow , over t he be st par t o f t he po t t hree years. 

d you c an c ell democra c y and human rj:gh ts until you · re blue in 

t he face, you till do not s erve t he i nter s t s of democracy and the 

democra ti c proc ess when you do t he se thing so So on e of t he k ey i s sue: 

the J maican v o ters h ave to fR c e is that of Jama ican demo cracy 

i tse l f o Do you, can you, upho l d democracy by subverting the tru e 

wor k in gs of t he emocrati c procebs? Do you de f end freedom by under­

mining and denyin 0 nd de stroying it? I n the long run these i ssue s 

re v ery mu ch more i mpor t an t t o t he J ern ican future th -n most of the 

i mmedi a t e l y pre ssirJ g i s sue s. For if democrqcy pr ev a ils, if government 
choice of an 

by the free/lOlrlix1D11&m:k.e:xa1ni un a f r i d nd not terrorise people prevaij 

then you can a l w ys 0 r , ppl e wi th t he other probl ems as free men an d 

omen . Bu t if f r eedom i t s e l f dies t hen we are in to a new worl d . So 

po litical t orr orism an what it means and where :tt leads are crucial 

i s sues i n t his e lection . I t i s a questi on of who r eally make s the 

de c is i on: the near l y on e- million J arnai c 1 vote~s or the coupl e of 

hun dre d gunmen and t he i r poli t ica l paymast ers. If it j_s to be t he 

poli tica l gun t h en our bran d of political freedom will sure l y die. 
I think 

nd t his mos t J ma.leans do n ot wan t : so/mo t of the nearl y on e 

million 
you 

maicans who are ent~ tled t o , wi ~ o out t o vo te. How/~k•~ 
your ~~ d-o If~ -~ ~y', 

vote is/~kaxx bu s ine s s. O ~ a t i s i mpor t nt for a ll of us is to be 

quite clear in our own min ds a b ou t a t ar e the key i s sues and wh a t 

are .t he usual poli t i c i an s' glittering bag of tricks of r omi se s. An d 

wh~ t ides is akey isaue,s bec a u s e the people' s r igh t of fre e c hoice 

h a f l::~ en , s o seri ous l y ch llenged by t he terrorists• gun and t he 
arson ist s torch and the manipula tor ' s Bi g Lie. Goo dnight 
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~((oTtte Ugline ss ~~~ 

NEWS COJ: ENTJ\RY 
For broa dcast on Fr i day 
October 24 , 1980 , 6 .lOp om 

Goo d evening : Di d you watch l a st night's ma jor t elevision news? 

If you di d you will know how they a~a~~ll pr evented the Pri me 

' Minister o f Jamaica f rom addressing a r 9.lly of his own party suppor te1 

jus t a bou t a week before J amaicans go to the polls. And those wild 

f e w minu t e s, caug 1t through the eye of the c amera, and brought into 

our h ome s, showe d us t he ugliness and the ea v gery of politica l 

warfare in s t a rk an d naked mann er o No amoun t of word s used by the 

most gifted wri t er c ould h av e sh own us a s starky and c l earl y and 

s harply what is me ant by political t errorismo hey used gunfire t o 

fr i ghten t he a u di en c e in to r unning in all di rections, seeking 

shelte r , ar1 d so they broke up the Pr i me Minister's meetingQ It 

would have been just a s ba d 1 just as ugly, just as horrifyin g if it 

h a d been a mee ting o f t he Le a der of the Op pos ition whi ch h d been 

broken up by the se terror tacticso The cold f a ct is i t was not a 

mee ting of t he Le a der of the Opposition. The Le a der o f t he Opposition 

h ad , a ccordi n g t o Mr. Derrick He aven _, held a meeting in Spanish Town 

the night before , and tha t me e ting ha d not been broken u p by t error 

t ac tics., On l y the Pri me Minister 's meeting tl'as s o broken upo 

Interpre t this any way you like , expl a in wha t hap pen ed Emy way you 

like , man ipula t e wh a t happene d any way you like- The bal d f act still 

r emain s thi,. t t he Pr i me ti:ini ster o f J amaiaa wa s prevente d f rom address­

i ng a r a lly of hi s supporters by the t errori m of the po l i tica l gw1. 

h i s i wh a t our two-party parliamentary democra cy h a s been r e du ced 

t o by some a ong us o And I t h ink tha t in the f ace of t his it is 

n on s ense f or anybody to go on pre t endin g that the gun terror J maicans 
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are no being subjec t ed t o i s all that random or mi ndl ess , or is 

the work of some sin i ster t hi rd force . I f rankl y t hink it i s par t 

and parce l +' o ... t he increasi n gl y ugl y and nasty and vicious e l ecti on 

campai gn which i s now coming to a peako Pl eas e don 't ge t me wrong. 

I am not sugge sting tha t all t he nas tin e s s come s from one side only; 

I am not sugge sting tha t the violence come s from one s i de only ; I am 

not sugge s t ing t hat a ll t he kill ings come fr om one s i de onl yo There 

have been deaths on both si de s of the political f en c e . Wha t I am 

s ayi ng i s tha t we can and shoul d judge each ca se on i t s owm merits. 

It i s obvi ou s , for i n s t an ce , that the Gol d St r ee t killings point in 

one di rection : t;he Maje sty Pen killing s point in t he other dir ectiono 
own 

Peopl e are not foo ls and they draw the i r / conclusions , no mat ter how 

secti ons of t he newa medi a may try to brainwash t hem i nto s eeing 

on l y i ts preferred side of the matter. Peopl e have noted t he upr oar 
taey have a l so n o te d 

from certa in quar t ers over the Gold Street kill i ngs ; and/the prPgnan t 

s ilen ce from those same quarters over the Ma j esty Pen killing~ And 

they have drawn t heir concl usi ons ,. I n the s ame way t hey can s ee for 

themse l ve s which me eti ngs ar e disrupted and whi ch mee ting s are allowec 

to proceed peacefully; the y see for thems e l ve s whi ch touring 

pol itician s are shot a t and whi ch are no t. And they draw thei r own 

conc lusi ons o I suggest that t his p r ception of the people on t he se 

matter s i s go i ng -~o have a much more i mportant beari ng on t he outc ome 

of Thursday ' s vo ting than some pol itici an s eem to realise . For many 

peopl e that que s t i on of Bi shop DeSouza ' s has gone to t he hear t of the 
~.!. 

challenge to our poli t ical proce ss : I f they i;,1 t3Nl do t4.in the green 

a~ n, what wi l l t hey do in the dny? If they will u se t he gun t o 

di sr up t the democrati c process n ow , wha t will they do l a t er , if t hey 

~ of t his 
~ As the ugl i ne ss /campai gn s pr ea ds let us observe it and 

a sk ourselve s : Is th · 
i s what democra cy is r eally all ? G about ·~ oodnight 
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Short-te~m ~o~ teEl ec tion 
0 Priorities : 

{ a) Violence 
b) Food 
c) Jobs 

NEWS COMMENT.ARY 
For bro adcast on Wedne s day 
October 22, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening : Vith only eight days left t o polling day some of us 

axa have started thinking seriously about what happens after the 

elections are behind uso Some are worried about whether those who 

ar e defea ted will accept their defeat with good gra ce or whether 

they will plunge the country into a new round of further violence. 

The key point here, it seems to me, i s no t simply to be anxious and 

worried but r a t her to f a ce this possibility square ly and to make up 

our minds how to deal with it, if it should come about. I think it 

would go counter to the whole J maican tra dition of parliamentary 

democracy for the losing party to try and cancel t he results of the 

election by force just because the re sults did not go their way . And 

I am not sure thE}t t he J·ama ican voters, PNP and J LP alike, will 

pas ' ively accep t any such overthrow of the election results. I think 

a massive ma jority of the Jamaican people, PNP and JLP a like , will 

close ranks and unite against any group which tried to overthrow the 

election results. I t hink t he Jamaican people will see any such 
n attempt, whether it succeeds in the s hort-term or not, a s an expressio 

of tot 1 con tempt for the Jamaican people and fo r their ins ti tu tionso 

They will know that t ho se who r eally respect the J omaican people will 

show tha t r espect by accepting t he freely expr~ ssed will of the people 

whatever tha t will is. It i s up to the J arraican people to make it 

absolutely clear to all t hose no w seeking political power that this 

is how it is, t hat this is ho w they want it to continue, and t hat 

they will resist anybody an d any group which tried to violate t his 
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historica l norm o f J amaican politica l l ife .. Jm<I perhaps t h e single 

mo st u r gent short-term priority after the election has to do with 

viol en c e ·and the threa t of t he use of violence. Once t he results 

are known, t he Jama ican people ar e going t o h av e to :«JUti: put down 

t he violence which has ravaged t he society in recent times .. There 

is no wA,y t ha t this society c an or will do wh t n eeds to be done 

until the violence is put down • .And the way it lo oks now, the 

security for oes cannot do tha t job by themselves.. The communities 

are go ing t o h av e to take a serious han d ., 11he Home Guard movement 

is only a beginning. I t hink there has t o be more t o it. I remember, 

for instance, t ha t in rural J emaica a s recently a s twenty to twenty-
t hemse lves 

five year s ago, c ommunities/dealt with violence or larceny or rohbery 

within t he community ; the y settled dispute s within t h e community, 

a v. arded com pensa tion and exacted penalty on minor i s sue s; only 

ma jor crimes wen t through t he more formal proces s of the l aw : the 

wise old men and women of the community supervi s ed the keeping of 
the whole community 

t he pea ce and good order within t he communi ty;/ii•11:J: took an active 

hand in putting down violence and l awl e ssness .. e need to de e pen an d 
t h is kind of 

strengthen/community involvement in the putting down of violence and 
short-term 

the ke eping o f the peace .. Tha t i s ou:Jb first/priority fo r Fri day Octob­
priori ty 

er 31st .. Our second/is to make it very clear t hat t he l osing party 

will not be allowed to s pend t h e nex t thre e an d a half or four years 

trying t o make it i mpossible for t he winning party to govern. Ve and . 

our democracy cann ot a ffo rd this .. Our third short- term priority is to 
fr om the J amaican ear th as much au we can o f 

imrnedi a tely set about r ai sing/ t he foo d we need. There will be no 

i mported h am s and turkeys this Chri s tmas, but we can eat well from 

t he ·J amaican e arth, if we make up our minds. Our f our th s hor t-term 

priority i s t o immedi i tely s e t about on productive job creation tha t 

will e s peci ally take- in the unemploye d young and tha t will not 
requir~ v a st i:r:ijections of foreign capital o With t eee 1.lilder Vjay we 
may 6 a in the time f or the urgent-~ong-~~rm programme s. Goodnight. 
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Nr tion al Heroes D y , 1980 

NEWS COD v1ENT.AR Y 
For bro dcas t on Man d y 
October 20 , 1980, 6 . lOp. m 

Goo d evening: N t i on 1 Heroes Day, 1980, i s being observed in an 

atmo sphere of poli t ical turmoil and tension and violence such a s 
since thi country became 

h snot been experbenced in J maica since/In epen den ~i in 1962 . 

But of cou ,se J aica goes back very much further t han 1962 and 

t her e have been other periods of turmoil an tension an d violence 

in t he li f e and t he a ffairs of t he a a ican socie ty. The even t s of 

1938 which l ed to t hee ergence of modern politica l J pma ica and to 

the bi rth of the J Pmaican tr de union movement were not exactly 

tranquil and pe ceful. There s violence n d turmoil an tensi on 
during 

t hen , up and down t he l and . An d it was/mx%xm~ t his p rticular period 

of t ension and t urmoil an d violence t h t Alex n der Bustamante and 

Norman 1an ley emer ge d a s t e lea ders of t he t wo ar ms of the n tion a l 

ovemen t: t he poli t ica l move en t an d t he tr de union move en t . So 

these t wo tiona l Her oes e erged not from pe ce and tranquility bu t 

from terbulence an d t urmoil . So if theee t wo were to come b -ck t o 

today ' J ?., ica ,i th i ts violence nd it n, stin s s t hey will no t wan t 

to turn qroun d an d leave, a on e p r t ieipan t on on e of our r di o 

r adio programmes sugges ted. ' he i de a t hat our tion 1 Heroes woul d , 

if they wer e t o r e turn to ay , be so shocked nd horrified at wh t i s 

go ing on in maica now t ha t t he y would w n t to turn back to wherever 
do es, 

t hey c ame from/ix, I think, %a mi s s on e ba ic char .cteristic common 

to ell J aica ' Na t iona Heroe s : they were all of t hem t he products 

of tJme s of terbulence an t urmoil and violence . Bot h P ul Bogle 

and George vil- i am Gor don , die d violently on t he gallows after the 

o-c lled llor nt y ebellion• ~rbulence n d vio lence ere no 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



stranger to them . n that very decent and de ep-thinking Christian 

man , D ddy am harpe, also knew t ur moil and tu:bhii.ihsnee and died 

vioiiently. And Garvey , the man who a " shot; the man who was jai l e d 

on trum.ped-up charge s ; the man against whom the defenders of empire 
an of r cia l uomin t i on 

and of colonie s and investements/launched wha t w s po sibly one of 

the fi r st reat campaigns of psychologi c l warfare; G rvey knew all 
about human 

/that violent assault on the/s pi r i t and human self-confi den ce and 

hum n se lf-regard; that eff ort to break a man ' s will which , in some 

ways , is even worse than breaki ng his body. No , I do not think ny 
, if t hey were to return , 

of J amaic ' s Nn tion 1 Heroe s woul d/ w nt t o throw up their han ds in 

horror i n the f ce of pr esent-day J ,mai ca end pack up and go elsewher 

I thi nk, in stead , that t hey would be angry . They would be angry at 

the sheer wan ton was t e of time and energy , a t t he casual des t ruction 

of human life, an d a t t he mass i ve efforts to undo what they h d wor ke 

so hard for and s acrificed so much for . An I think t ey would be 

parti cularly angry at t he nega t i ve and destruc t i ve and ugly political 

tribalism which has been so cunningl y fostered by those who kno that 

before they can take over t he house t hey mu t di vide it: they must 

set brother against brother , son agai nst f ther , d ughter against 

mother . And I thi nk in response to our turmoil nd tension and 

violence , t hey would, i f they were here now , do what they did when 

they were here before . hey wou d t ke up the truggle on beha l f of 

the best interests of the ajori ty of t e Jamaican people . And you 

know an I know ho ~ they would con duct th t fight . They would not 

see the solutions to J ica' s problems as coming from forces outside 

am ica. They would not wan t other s from out side to deter ine how 

those problems are dealt with , no t t he IMF or anybody else . And 
°f-.l on gt erm good 

al ys, s they did i n t heir l i ves , they woul4veRyt lbli.eA0Efii yarljd . 
l!'R 1%0 ! J~fH.:r ~§Sil@ ~dt !@ S.@9-t1cs g~m~J!i!~8t t hi s time . Goo dn i ght 
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1) A New Low in Politics 
2) Car ter Under Media Fire 
3) Abernathy Backs Reagan 

17 
4) The Politics of Poverty 

NEWS COMMEN T · Y 
For broad·cast on Friday 
October 17, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: It is bitterly ironic that it should be during this 

Nation al Herita ge Week t ha t J amaica should hit a new low in nastiness 

aud brutality in the conduct of its par ty politics. This week will 
be remembered 

alway sxgaxaalUl/as t he week in which we had t he first-ever assassin-

ation of a J amaican parliamentarian and ~inister of Governmen t. 

And instead of this nasty bus iness shaking t he political community 

into a sense of soberness and concerned stock-taking about what 

political tribalism is doing to the society, it is business a s usual. 
as usual ; as usual 

It is charge and counter-chargej i t is abuse and counter-abustr'o All 

designed, no doubt, to confuse the J maican people about what 

really happened and who was really responsible. It seems that there 
no limit to 

is no,tllliub:ttteothe na sti:ness ; no limit to what some will do in the 
drive 
s.txmggia for power. This is spitting in the f ace of the Jamaican 

it is a mocking of 
heritage;lf.lll«/the painful s t ruggles of the J amaican people over 

centuries f or a society of genuine freedom an d decency and self­

respect and r e spect and re gar d for each othero Let us hope the 

J amaican voters pass t heir own judgement on the nas tiness of this 
and the ch rge of 

week 's politricking. But n astiness/was not confined t o our election 

campaign only. In that other election camppagn n ow going on in our 

great northern neighbour, powerful elements in the American neww 

media are accusing Pre siden t Carter of being a mean and na sty man 

mounting a mean and na sty campaign again s t r. Ron a l d Re agano r 0 

Carter i s ch r ge d with having implied or suggested that Reagan is a 

r acist: and C rter did in f act do this. He did it after Reagan 

·h d implied t ha t C rter was associ a ted with the u Klux lan - t he 
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ultra-con serva t1-ve white r acist group which un til quite recently 

made a habit of lynching and burning and bombing bl ck American so 

CA ter has been at the receiving end of a stea dy campaign for what 

hes id. Reagan , on t he other hand, was let off compar tively 

lightly by the me dia which pointed out that the facts he had given 

about t he birthplace of t he Klan were wrong and that Mr. Carter was 

not a ssocia ted wi th it. But there was no steady flow of column and 

commmen tary about it. Even after C rter h d been clobbered into 

saying that he did not r eally mean t ha t Mr. Reagan was r acist, the 

clobbering continued. One argument was th t t he President must some­

how conduct a ' Pre sidential' campaign no matter what his opponents 

do. Because C rter is fighting as dirty as his opponents the me dia 

brands him-5, a mean and nasty man conducting a mean and ma.sty c ampaign 

If medtia and money can do it Reagan will defeat Car ter on November 

4th. And yet, with 30 % of t he American electora te undecided, and 

Carter and 'Reag n running neck-and-neck, it does not seem as simple 

as t hat. And yesterday something new was t hrown into the American 

electora l pot. The everend al ph Abernathy, onetime close aide to 

the 1 te Martin Luther King,,1 yesterday declared himself in support of 

Reagan. He s Rid Carter h d failed t he black people so he, Abernathy: 
6d ~ie9 . 

"" . Q.. was for a change. The question for black Americans must be: Any chang 

There is a perce ption among most influential black Americans t ha t if 

Reagan is no t a r cist - and many believe he is - then he is the next 

be st t hing t o a r acist : he is rightwing conservative and totally 

op pos ed to the ind of welfare and protection provided by what he 

denounces as Big Government. This ha s been the one avenue to which 
the ~oor and the blakks and other minorities have been able to turn 

in times of serious trouble. The tr ditional support of the democrat 

by bl cks and other minorities is ba sed on this f act of the politics 
of poverty. Abern a thy's is a break with t his tr ditiotj. Goodnight 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



The Politics of error: ~here does it lead? 

NE ' .::, COMI't EN ARY 
For b oadcast on e nesday 
October 15 , 1980, 6 . lOp. m 

Good evening: So much has already been said and written abou t the 

savage political killing of Hoy i cG nn that there is no re pl need 
someti mes 

f or anymore on the killing itself: except that it/aam:inua helps to 

ease the anger and the ou t rage and the shock and the horror; so 

people will go on talking and writing t o try an d dull the anguish 

many of us feel for J aica at this time . Roy 1cGann was, after all, 

on l y t he most wi ely known , the most prominent , the on l y Minister 

of Government and member of Parliamen t, among the more t han 300 

Jamaicans who r e reported to have di ed by the political gun s o f ar 

this year. 'o be sure , there ar e specia l i sts to his kil i ng. 
and very 

There h d been the nasty/per sonal attacks on him, the veiled t hreats 
him 

againstJ from public pl tforms by highly placed politicians within 

hour s of his being gunned down . As f ar as we lrnow this h d not been 
with 

the case/s1 all those others who h d di ed by the political gun . And 

this alone gives a specia l twist of menace t o the ki l ling of Roy 
murderous 

McG nn . Is the/DmJtlllltEta cancer now spreading t o those somewhat 

above the usually anonymous supporters? An d , a· Bishop Carter asked: 

Vi here ill it stop? ut ~hat we are facing is , I think, very much 

bigger than t he killing of any one an , n o matter how highly placed , 

or how anonymous . And I think we make very profound mistake if 

we go on in terpeting what i s happening in terms of the party e l ection• 

eering conflict between NP and LP. Of course that is the surface 

issue; but the much more profound issue , the much more i port nt 

l ong-ter m issue , i the surviva l or t he des t ruction of our present 
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democratic parliament ry system b sed on the freely expre ssii.aJi 
choice of. t e a ican peopl e . An d there i s nothing that is more 

des tructiv e of that 8ystem than t he politics of the bull y an d the 

arsonist and the ter ori st an the gunman , iff they are allowed to KK&& 

succeed . Ado l ph itler , the man who was de scribed as being respon-

s ible fo r more mass destruc t i on and mor es aughter of human beings 

t han any other single man in hi story , was the first in r odern times 

to show the ·rnrld how t o use t he poli tics of the bully and t he 

arsoni s t nd the terrorist and the gunman to t I e over democra tic 

parli ment ry syste . And the t e chnique i s really very s imple : 
political 

/street gangs ch llenge the enemy and beat down any resis t ance to 

that cha lenge; if neeu. be homes are burnt , kl10wn enemi es beaten an d 

tortured , and tho se who resist are ' executed' and left tagged. 1 e 
are 

police and the o ther gwnci es of alw/wa:ra: s ubver t ed by combination 

of intimifation and the promise of reward . I n exchange for money and 

other forms of sup ort bu iness people are promise d protection , 

security an a bright future . ~kaxaam~ And using this t echnique, 

Hitler and hi s close band of followeds , began their ruthless push 

for power in 1923 and by 1930 t hey had bull ied an bmz t alised and 

t errori s e d and killed their way to poli tical power: an d they di d it 

all within the fr ewor of the l a~ and of legality. An then , of 
i t ler ~. i thin his own ranks, 

course , /ka had to purge f i r t the deneat and i dea istmc ones/ , and 
. 

then he had to purge all t he l i berals and pro ressives the critics 

within t e German society and the erman media; d ten he had to 

t urn on the world . An d it all began with the drive for personal 

power by the use of the politics of t he bully an ·t;he ar sonist an d 

the terrorist and the gunman . d since Hitler began it , wher ever 

that brand of politicis ha be en used successfully , democracy hes 

died . ' hAt i~ wher e t h e poli t i cs of terror le~ds: 
W t P t h t dange r or democrac y di es . 

ri~ht now. e O 0 

th t i s our d nger 
Goodnight. 
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Na tion a l Heritage We ek: What i s t he 
Jamaican Heritage? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro"dcas t on l, o:nd y 
October 13 , 1980 , 6.lOp.m 

Good evening : ' his i s the start of Nationa l Heritage Week s o it i s 

appropria te to start t he week with t he question : ha t i t he Jamaic~ 

herita ge? nd at fi r st glance the answer t o tha t question seems 

simple an a clearcut. The Jamaican heritage is, first and f oremost, 

t he l and and its people, stretching ba ck into t he di s t an t past and 

f orward into an unknown future : it is that compact be tween a 

particular group of people with a particular plot of earth t hat make s 
life 

it possible to sustain an d re produce and enrich/over generations. 
heritage 

And s o i tfbecomes t he folkways of a people; the ir music, t heir 

dancing, t eir painting, their sculpture , t heir poetry , their stories 
t heir foo d a,nd drink 

/- in short, t he way they use t heir leisure in order to persue and 

t o create cultur eo In thi s c !hmparative l y simpl e nd clearcut 

definition it is easy to stress unity and oneness and homogeneity­

and s o t o come u p with the very ideali s tic and v ery de sireable 

mot t o: Ou t of Many One People. But ho~ rea l is the oneness? How 

real t he unity? How truly homogeneous? I s it as real as , s ay , 

t he homogeneity o f t he Fr en ch or the Dutch or t he Germans? I s it 

a s r eal a s, s ay , the homogeneity of Tanzania? 11 t he se countries 

have minorities of differen t r acia l origins, and all of them, apart 

from t he time of t he ugly Hitler an ti-semi tism in the c a se of Ger man; 
white 

an d of white r acism when/settlers dominated Eas t Afric an life, all 

of t hem easily and comfortably accommodate the minorities within 

t he i ~ borders~ But in all the se countries t he nation l we~lth of 

the s ocietie s ar e no t owne d or controlle d or domin a te d by t he se 
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minorities of different r acia l ori gino 
J amaica's 

1he hard f act in/ 111.x case 

is that these r acia l minor i ties,auc• or the ma jority of them, are a s 

J a1naican a s the black majori tyo Their roots go a s f ar back as, and 

in some ca ses eveh predate, t he bringing of the Africans to J amaica 

in chainso Their claim to the Jamaican earth and to t he Jamaican 
I I k, 

her i tage is as ligitmate a s anyon e else~ ut that is not r eally 

what some are que s t ioning: the real que stion concerns whether these 

minori t ie s are en titled , almos t as of right, t o continue to e xercise 

the dispro tionate power and influence t hey inherited from t he pas t 

of slavery and col onialism with its racial exclusiveness. This is a 

still unre solv e d a s pect of t he Jamai can heritage . And it seems t o 
bluntly of their heritage 

me that until Jamaicans/fa ce up t o t his aspec t/they will continue 

not t o be abl e t o expl ain re lly sa tifactorily why Marcus Garvey 

had to di e in lone l y exile, 01· why , with passionate acheing hear t 

Cl aude ~xu:•~ Mc ay di d not come home to dieo These t wo were, after 

all, in t he live s t hey l ed and in t he · s truggles t hey :fought , supreme 

expressions of the Jamaican consciousne ss aud of the J amaican will 

to f r eedom and dignityo And it is no more t han a f a c t t o s ay t hat 

t hey were black and t hat t heir being black ha d a gTea t deal t o do 

wi th t he way t hey live d and the way t hey died , and with where t hey 

died . So it is Hlllli l!Eli t her irreleven t m r r acist t o a sk of our 

Nation 1 Mott o , Ou t of rw ·any One Peopl e, which people? The black 

majori t y or the non-bl ck minori ty? The Jamaican her i tage is a~ 

rare an d open her:i:tage where race and col our are concerned o I can 

t hink of no other s ocie t y anyw ere else in t he wor l d which ha s gone 

a s f r s Jam ica has t oward the creation of a genuinely non-racial 

socie t y in h ich peopl e are measured by the i r wor t h a s peopl e ra t her 

than by the col our of t e i r sin. And t is i so thanks l arge l y t o thE 
& Mc ay were of 

s pirit of . t he ma j or:i ty •. The . dilemma i ..s . ~ t 
that ma jority yet died in exile. Gooani gil"l.i G rvey 
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NEWS COMMEN TARY 

L) El ecti on Coun t down : Nastiness Grows 
2) Di plomats ana t he comin g El ection 
I) A Warning From Labour 

For bro adcast on Fr i day 
October 10, 1980 , 6.lOp. m 

Good even i ng : 1th twen t y days to go the election campaign is hotting 

up, which is expected. I t i a lso ge tting nastier and uglier in 

both word and deed, which is t o be regretted and de plored . The 

attempts to confuse and mislead are bad enough; but this i s par t of 

adversary politics at its l owest levelo The a ttempts to terrorise 

and to intimidate ar e strai gh t f a scist bully t actics which were first 
those 

perfecte d by the Na zis un der Hitler. And those who encourage and/who 
about 

practise these tactics may talk/ demo cracy until they are blue in 

the f a ce ; t1ey do not oerve democracy or the ends of democracy. 

Whit:tmggiy or unwhittingly they serve the ends of f asc ism. So the 

gun~en and the bullies and the strong-arm on e s in this e lection 

fampai gn canno t an d do n ot serve democracy or justice or freedom or 

equal r i ghtf no mat t er how much they shou t the s e words and slogan s. 

I am sure the J amaican voters can and will take note of who these 

peopl e are and with whom they are associ a ted. And when the day of 
need t o 

voting come s one of the many j udgements t hat will/be made will be 

to rid the J amaican political system of t hose who woul d u se or who 

would encourage t he use of political violence . And I t hink that 

this time around t he voters have s een enough and know enough to know 

ho w to root out t his dangerous ufliness f rom the s oc i e ty. Jus t gettinj 

rid of violence-prone politicians will not of itself solve the 

problem , but it will be an important first s tep in the process of 

ridding the s oci ety of t his ugly c ancero So watch t hem; watch how t he) 

behave ; wa tch what they do and say and wi th whom t hey a ssociate ; an d 

use your vote when the day come s. This i s one i mpor tant i s sue. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



( 

2 

I think, too, t ha t it woul d be in Jamaica ' s best intere s t for all 

of us t o resist t he t emptation to drag other people, e s pefi ally 

foreign di plom ts wor king in J mai ca , into our hotted-up election 

brawlingo We can conduct our e ecti on campaign wi thou t dragging in 

or abus i ng the foreign di pl omats in our mi dst. We must, of course, 

i nsist that they stay out of the elec i on campaign : but there is 

no need f or nastiness, whe t her it is agains~ Cuban s or Americans or 

Russi ans or Briti sh or any other group. We are , as a nation, go ing 

to have t o go on doing busines s with these peopl e after t he electi ons 

So cool it, please. And j ust a s nobody can stop the Wall St re et 

ournal or t he New Yor k Ti me s or s0me American l obby or some London 

paper or organisatiori from expressing opi nions on our affairs, so 

nobody can or should wan t t o stop Eric Wi l l i am s or Judith Har t or 

James Callaghan from do ing the s ame. Or are we sayin g that it is 

aWight for on e type of group the Inter- American Pre ss As ~oc i a ti on 

for i ns t ance - t o comment and t o be approvingl y quote d on our in t er n J 

affairs, bu t not aJ.ir i ght for any other type of gr oup? You cannot 

have it both ways, you know: not i n the worl d of real politics a.s 

dis tinct from duppy poli tics. And fin ally, there i s t hat quiet and 

serious warning from the Jamaican Lebour Movement t ha t was t hrown 

into t he election equati on this week. It came from the NWU , to be su~ 

but i t s peaks fo r t he enti re l abour movement . It says the l abour 

movement::will not to l erate any agreement bet een any government and 
01\, 

any inte -r national lendi ng agency that has s i ts basi s wage re s tricti 1 

inbuilt in f l ati on ; deval ua tion of the J amaican dollar; guaran teed 

profi ts for the priva te sector; price increase s and reduced social 

services to worker s " . These, a s you know , are all t r di ti on al IM:F 

conditions for lending. So, like i t or not, the IMF and l abour 's 
each of 

opposition t o the IF, and the rol e/the two parties see f or labour 
are key election issues. Goodnight 
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NEWS CO ENT Y 

1) The JL Election ~ nifesto 
2) Polaris tion: o i s Responsible? 
3) he Future of the News ~ edia 

For broadc·ast on ednesda.y 
October 8 , 1980, 6 . lOp . m 

Good evening: he JL · Election , anifesto ha n ow been m~de public 

and copies of it s hou· d be av ilable to t e am ican electorate some­

time this wee end. It i s i port nt for eve.ry Jamaican who ha a vote 

to get hold of a copy of this , nifesto an to read and study and 

think abou t it for hi self or herself. Id aal J# the t wo manifestoes , 

that of the PNP and that of the J LP , should be r ead one after the 

other, then compared and t he differences end simi arities noted , and 

then c refully t hought bout. Tha t i s the most responsi ble way t o go 

bout using your vote intell igently: but that is of course not the 

wa y all of us will go about it. The dedic ted party diehards of both 

s ides have aln~ady de up their minds and nothing is likely to 

change them . But there is a very sizeable f l ori!iing vote , or uncommi t1 

ed vote or uncertain vote out there which may very well be the 

deciding f ac tor on October 30th. These people, the uncommitted, make 

up almost 20% or one-fifth oft e entire elector te, an they are 

the ones who can and may m ke nonsense out of all the hot predictions 

by all the hot predictor who now mi stakenly see them elves as t he 

shapers and movers of election results . And it is thi s group , more 

th n any other, I ~uspect , who will study the anifestoes most 

clos ly. I mysel f hrure ha d only a pre imin ary i mmk and very qu i ck 

reading of the LP anifesto an d I r a t her su pect that many peopl e 
hard 

are going to find i 1/ to t ake it all in between no and election day. 

It i very long ocument, nd, in s ome ways very much more detRiled 

than election manifestoes normally are • Indeed , I found i t more 
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like one of r . Seaga's lengthy Budget presentations rather than 

the normally tight declaration of inten t which election manifestoes 

usually are . In some ways this does become a sort of combination of 

election manifesto plus a long-term policy outline . In this it does 

achieve the effect of being the JLP response to both the PNP electioi 

manifesto and the PNP Principles and Objecti v s . And so the poin t 

about the alternative directions does come out. But the JLP, it seems 

to me , is not quite as forthright about it direction as is the PNP. 
and,~harp 

For inst ce some oft every clear/statements made in the doc t 

'The Jam ica Labour Party Foreign Policy Guidelines • from which I 

quoted last Sunday have been either left out of the manifesto or 
how 

totally muted. There seems an ambivalence here about/to adllEes s 

the Jamaican electorate on the one hand and the American investors 

on the other . As a voter this ambivalence worries me . \hat is the 

price the Jamaican people a.re going to have to pay for the foreign 

exchange we are told has already been identified but whose sources 

remain secret. Is the F to come b ck into our lives? As voters we 

have right to ask and a right to expect replies . :But pleae , you 
compare 

read it all for youself and/tmag then judge it all for yourself. 
news 

hen there is the question of the/ edia which is a atter of special 

concern to journalists. P ge 66 of the mani festos ys blandly ' the 

JLP does not favour public ownership or control of the Jamaica Daily 

news a well as R dio Jamaica (RJR)' . hat is all . The worry is 

that I have another document headed _Dr_·_f_t _____ o_l_i_c_y which says that 

RJR will be converted into a public company quoted on the Jamai~ 

Stock Exchange and the shares now held by the Government and those Now 
(2 

held by the JDB for taking up in future by approved mass representati~ 

organis tions, ill be sold through the Stock Exchange • It also sys 
HJR ' s Artie e s of Associat · i on are 

fflP":'~--.,,,....-

wanif ,to? I think 

own r f have h t t o know vhat t he JLP really intends to 

do if ~ wer to gain power . Pbout the Leily Neww this Draft Media 

Policy docu.anent says flatly 'The Daily News will be offered for Sale 

to any interested private sector group ' . Is this JLP policy? Ve have 

a right to kn ow. Goodnight , 
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1 Elevtion Date 

The Campaign: Short, Brutishp Nasty 
The War _.of the Opinion Pollsters 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
October 6, 1980p 6ol0pom 

· Good evening: So now we know that Election Day will be Thursday 

October 30th; just 24 dayi from nowo . So it is going to be a short 

'official' election campaigno But you know, and I know, that .. 
electioneering has been going on for a very long . time indeed~ almost 

since the last elections were overo And part of that very long 

spell of what seemed endless electioneering had to do with the 

business of the calling of these electionso At one time or another 

we were told that there would be no electionso At one time or 

a~other we were told that the government·was about to stage a coup 
~ 

against itself, that it was plannigg a 'military solution', that a 

state of emergency would be called and elections held with most 

Opposition members-under detention and so unable to camppaigno We 

were told all this and much more, and the more trusting and the more 

gullible among us began to wonder whether there was not something 

to all this alarmist talk: after all, they say, where there is smoke 

there must be fire. Well, there may have been the creation of an 

illusion of smoke, but there was no fire. All the various predictionf 

and forecasts have turned out to be falseo The date has been set: 

and elections will be held under a system agreed on by both par.ties. 

As electoral systems go it is as fair and· clean as man can make any 

such systemo But there are, of course, other ways of frustrating 

the intent of even the fairest and cleanest system. For instance, 

if a constituency is . marginal and the difference between winning and 
1 . .· -t«i~ . 

os1.ng 1.s a few dozen votes, terrorism could be used'~to drive · a few 
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dozen voters out of the particular constituency or ·frighten them . 
into not voting on polling dayo And we know that there has been a 

loj; of this kind of teruorismo So political violence and political 

terrorism can be used to .. try and frustrate the real will of the peopl, 

We need to watch this one .closely over the next 24 dayso And the 

experience of all the false alarms to which we have been subjected 

over the recent and more distant past should come in useful in helpin 1 

us to make dispassionate judgements on the high promises and dire 

predictions which are bound to start flying all over the place from 

now onward. If they predict gloom and disaster, check it out again st 

the record, against what they predicted before and what came of jhose 

predictions. If they promise the moon in exchange for your vote, you 

know they lieo Tbe pricd:>and the availability of imported basic 
other consumer goods 

foodstuffs/are never again going to be the same as they were in the 

1950s or the 1960s or the 1970s eveno The whole world has changed 

radically and nobody, PNP, JLP, or No-P can undo that change and 
the so called 

bring back/'±lu£ good old days'. It seems to me that the really basic 
in order 

issue is what we do and what diredtion we take/to survive as a fr:ee 

and in de pendent and self-respecting people who care about each other 
here at home and 

and who care about the poor and the hungry and the disposs~everywhe 

The campaign looks like being short, brutish and nasty but if the vot 

are clear about what they see as the basic issues then they will not 

be confused. But there will be a great deal of confusion about the 

place as the looming war of words among the opinion pollsters showo 

The wordy war is about who is leading and who will win and how you 
~ to 

arrive at it. It is all suppo s ed to bels6ientific, even/the nastines 

t hey hurl at each other. In the end of course it is the J6.Illaican vote 

who will decide, not they Th · f£ 
of course, with . • ey are Jus p_layi~ a;roun d sci en t~l ~!.3 

opinion sampleso The rea ~ l±-s Octo~ 30ort-b~~'i 
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) he Utilities 
( 7 ,,e ) The Election s 

.· .' 11 
~ ~1Jr tJ 

NE 'S CO~iMEl~r AR 
For broadcast on Friday 
October 3, 1980 , 6 . lOp . m 

t he Freeness 11:. en t ali ty 
the Freeness .Mentality 

Good evening: r i ng the course of yesterday ' s business in Parli eni 

Mr . Douglas az , the Oppos ition spokesman on in dustry, a ske d the 

~ini ter for Public Utili ties, Mr . Carlyle Dunkley how much oney 

the public sector - th tis the government and its various ministries , 

epartmen t s and statutory bodies - owe d the Jam ica Public Service 

Company for light and power supplied. 

t he public sector owed the Jam ica 

.r. Dunkley' r erly wa t hat 

bli c Service Company t he sum of 

10-million . And tha t, by any yardstick you c re to name , is an 

en ormous sum of money to owe f or services rendered. Bu t then Mrl 

Dunkley went on to say that the private sector - wn which goe s into 

ma ting u p the membership of t he Priv te ~ector Organis tion - owes 

the J am i ca Public Service Company t he s of 20-million for t he 

ligh t and pov:er it has consumed . So the priv te sector oves the 

JPS twice as much ijS the public sector . I am not sure myself that 
or had expected t o be given 

Mr . Vaz had sked for/the s i ze of the private sector deb t t o t he 

Public Service Company . But he got it, and it tells a sorry t ale . 

Businessmen wi ll be quick to t ell you themselves t h t no business 

can these days afford to carry that level of debt by it customers 

and still o era te at m ximum eff ectiveness. 
can 

30-million /&mxia buy 

all sorts of improvement an d. trePm ining of the service the co pany 

provides; it can make world of di.ff erence to the amoun t of mon ey 

the company borrows from the hanks and on which it h s to pay very 

high interest. I t can make all the difference t o t he size and scope 

of the comp ny ' expan sion of its services. So this kind of deb t 
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re presents a serious limitation on the company • s abili y to provi de 

the kind nd quality of service mos t J aicans would like to have . 

And the culprits here, according to yesterd y ' s statement in Parliamen 1 

are the private sector to the tune of 20- million and the publi c or 

government sector to the tune of .10-million. It would be bad enough 

if this were the only case of its kin d in our utilities . ut it is not . 

At the end of Sep teuber a spokesman for the ter Commission reported 

that the Commission was owed 11-million for water consumed but not 

pai d for . And we are all familiar with the periodic r eports from the 

inistry of Hou s ing of non-p yment of rent or other charges by people 

in Government hou es . An d then there are the large numbers of people 

who see nothing wrong in thiefing electrici ty or water or both or 

tapping and using other people' s telephon e s for costly overseas calls . 

And it is this freeness menta lity - for that is what it rea lly is -

nnich i s aking the expansion and improvement of 11 our u t ilities tha· 

much more di fficult . Until we get over this particular s ocia l s icknesi 

we will never have t he kind and quality of public utilities we demand . 

It doe s not matter what governmen t i s in power or what fin e pl ans are 

dr wn up, if each citizen does not p y h i s or er fair share for the 

service received, and pay it promptly and on time , the utilities will 

rem in in poor state and those in line w iting their turn to get 

the s e services, will have t o go on waiti ng . That i the e ning of 

t hat 20- mil ion debt of the priva te ector t o the JPS; the me ning of 

that 10- million debt of the Imblic sector to the JS; t he meaning 

of the 11-million debt to t he Wa ter Commiss i on; an the eaning of 
almos t 

all those who do not pay t heir r ents. hey are making it/impossible 

fo r the poore st and the most disposse ssed in the society to be pr ovidec 

ith t hese services . An d that, I sugges t, i s serious enough to make 

tis ugly an prevalent f r ee ess mentali ty an impor t ant e lection mosue, 

Goodn i ght • 
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1) Wor ld Bank-IMF Mee ting 
2) JCC Names N mes, Condemns Ad 
3) Anonymous Attacks: Shoddiest form of Politics 

NEv' S COMMENT.AR Y 
For bro adcast on Wednesday 
October 1, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: All things being eqmal, today begins what should be 

the election month here in Jamaica. Something just under one mill ion 

voters have been enumerate d and the hope is that most of them will 

turn out to vote. And very soon after our elections the .American 

Presidential election will t ~ e J lace early in November. And in that 
at" £l ~'jf-i(f~ ~U/4\Q.U 

.American election Lover one hundred times more voters than we have in 

J amaica are expected to cast their votes. And one of the most· strikin 

contrasts is the violence of little Jamaica's election campaign and 

the peacefulness of massive .America's election campaign. It i f ome­

thing for us to think about. Things were not always as peaceful as 
election 

this in .American/campaigns; and t hings were not always as violent as 

this in J amaican election campaigns. I suggest that one of the 

differences which accounts for this is the f act that in America there 

is no bitter and unresolved str uggle over who controls r4al power in 

the .American society, and in whose interest that power is usedo The 

American centres of power are firmly and clearly established; and who­

ever sits in the White House, and whatever his political complexion, 

he must always be responsive to those centre of power 0 The very 

conservati~e Dwight Eisenhower, when he was President of the United 

Sta tes, de scribed those centres of po er as 'the military-industrial 
or other powerful figure . 

complex'. And when any President/ser~ously tried to buck those centre : 
~If~ civ,.~ 

of power, things could get very rough/: .President John Kennedy and his 

Erothet Robert and M rtin Luther King were men who tried to buck thos ' 

centres. They lost dearlyo Here in J~maica ~his question of who 
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controls, an d in whose interest, ha s not yet been fin ally resolved. 

The old e.stablished centres of power in the society have been and are 

being seriously chall&nged, and they are fighting back and resisting 

the crea tion and establishment of new centres of power. And political 

violence is just one of the means brought into play in t his power 

struggle. Once the 1 atter of who controls and in whose interest is 
-

finally settled t here is a good chance that the politica l violence 

will end. It is in this context that the role of the Jamaica Council 

of Churches is so critical in helping to ensure that political violen, 

is kept in check an d that t he final decision on who controls, and in 
by the people and 

whose interest, is made/by way of the tallot rather t han the bullet. 

It is not surprising then that we should have these often anonymous 

attack s on the Council of Churches lll;J from sources who would obviousl; 

like it to be partisan in favour of what they support. The really 

shoddy thing about these attacks is that they are anonymous : which 
and nasty 

is t he most cowardly/form of politica l activity. And the most welcome 

new• is that in spite of the na stiness the Council of Churches ha s 
identify and condemn one 

now begun to name names an d to/ium:Ji.Kll]l[ sordid advertisemen tfoo I hope 

it will a lso denounce the chauvinism implicit in t he 'my leader born 
ugly 

ya' business; and the/blasphemy implicit in the •God has sent us a 

deliverer• business. And finally, the joint World Ban k- I nternational 

,.onetary Fund meeting now t aking pl ace in /a shing to;!. s , from a world 

point of view, t he single mos t impor t ant event lie:iti~plaee this weeko 

Bu t because t he question of who controls and in whose interest is 
-

as important gobally as it is nation ally, those who now control t h ese 

key institutions of world economic an d political power ar e going to 

resist any changes which would reduce or limit that control. The 
resistance t o change, the refusal to surrender or 
economic or political, usually transcend national 
boun daries• Th~t1 on:J cdlrrupting effect of 

rs1 t,t- tti. power. 

share power, be 
and ideological 

Goodnight 

it 
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~ 1) Guidelines 
~ 2) New Twists 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For broa dc ast on onday 
September 29 1 1980, 6ol0pom 

& Election Vi olence 
in Iran-Iraqi War 

Good evening : Today i s the l a st day for the politician s of both 

parties who are conte sting the upcoming elections t o sign the 

guidelines prepared by t he J amaica Council of Churches for the 

conducting of a pe aceful election campaign. The majority of t he 

candida tes of both parties are reported to have signed the guidelines 

; an d so, too, have the two party leaderso And yet the political 

violence continues, an d reports keep coming in from all over the 

place of that continuing violence. So one of the questions I think 

the Jamaica Council of Churches ha s to a sk is just how serious some 

of these people who have signe d the Guidelin es really are. It is 

one thin g for a person t o sign a pledge: and quite another thing 

for that person t o hon our that pledge. The signing of a pledge can 

be, and can be used a s, a fac e-card. And I am not so sure myself 

that some people are not using the signing of the Guidelines a s 

just that : a f a ce-card. They do not intend to give up any option 

that they see as helping them to wino To be sure, if they could win 

without the use or the manipulation of a little violence, then they 

will avoid violence. But if violence and the manipula tion of violence 
some of 

is wha t it takes to win, then/these people will use it. Is this an 

unfair judgement? Then please explain how the politica l violence 

ca~ go on escaastmgg after so many honourable people have signed 
saying 

solemn pledges/~mxaaaxthat they and their supporters will avoid that 

selfsame politica l violence? I hope the Council of Churches will 

spe ak out strongly on this aspect of the matter
0 It may be a very 

hard and difficult thing to do but I think the Council of Churches 
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should speak out more s harply, and perpaps even name names where 

t here have been blatant breaches of its Guidelines. There are 

indica tions tha t unle ss t he churches bring all of t hei r enn:mnous 
ensuring 

mora l authority to bear on/the con ducting of relatively clean and 
damaging . 

honest campaign between no and election day, a/combination of lies 

an d violence could be unlea shed on the society in hopes of frastratin 1 

t he free choice of t he J amaican people. It is no accident, --Y think, 

t ha t we a.re now hear in.g mor e and more que s tions about the wisdom of 

having elections at this time in vi ew of t he violence. Is the climat, 

right, t hey a sk. Would it not be wiser to wait until the s itua tion 

is mor e stable? I suspect t ha t wha t some of them are r eally concer ne, 

about i s wha t . t he opinion polls a1·e telling them about voter tren ds. 

It seems to me,~••~ and it s eems t o be the view of mos t J amaicans, 

t hat our best hope of riddin g the socie ty of the pre sent plague of 

violence, is to have the e l ection over an d done with, an d t hen t o put 
an d difficult 

4side those who have lost an d settle down t o t he har d/task of buildiJ 

a s decent an d sta ble an d peaceful arld economically just s ocie ty a s 

possible for the majority of the J amaican people. For t his t o happen 

we are all going t o h ave to be on guard between now an d elec tion day : 

an d I t hink the churche s have a critical role in t his. Next, the 

ma jor n ew• on t he in t ern a tion a l scene continues t o be t hat dangerous 

little war be t ween I r a{i and Iran, wi t h I sr ae l in dicati ug a n ew 

possible t wist. The I srae is h ve offere d I r an s pare parts an d more 

fire power if she woul d go back to the policie s per sued by the former 

Shah : frien ds hi p with I srael, South Africa and t he West an d opposi tioz 

t o t he PLO. ;.v r . Ron al d Reagan' s advisor on the 1i ddle Ea st was quick 

t o support t he i dea b y call for U.S. realignment with I r an pr ovi ded 

s he went back t o t he policie s of t he f or mer Shah. It is an intere s tint 
t . very 

new wist t ha t deserve s very/careful wa tching. Goodnight 
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l) Rice Politics: A Solution 
2) What of the Issues? 
3) Security & Par ty Politics 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
September 26, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening : Perha.ps we can find a way out of the rather messy 

and politically degrading business tha t has come to be known as 
reportedly 

'Rice Poli tics' by which the JLP has/brought some 10 tons of 

rice into J amaica without the necessary licences. Predictably, a 

JLP spokesman has made it seem that there was no ulterior motive 
and noble 

and this was a pure and clean/gesture of charity for the poor and 

hungry; so, the argument goes, the JLP is not prepared to sell the 

rice to the Sta te Tra ding Corporation for anybody to make a profit 
, they say, 

or profi·teer. The rice/must be given away to t he poor and needy. 

1any people are not prepared to accept this noble argument at its 

face value : it is too near election time for that. And some have 

even reminded us of a time when they used rice to bribe voters not 

to vote for Marcus Garvey. Bu t be that as it may, I, for one, 

acce pt the basic idea that this rice should be treated as charity. 

The big question is : What kind of charity? Political or non-po l itical 

If it is to be politica l char ity coming so close to eleition time, 
a 

then it is no charity at all but/straightforw11nd attempt at vote-
likely defecting 

buying, or, more likely, at holding on to/wka.ixm.t~•~xi.auu: votes. 

And, obviously, if it is political charity t he political party 

concerned wi ll want to dish out the charity itself to ensure that 

it ge ts th-e best political mileage possible out of it. That is the 

one side of it. If, on the other hand, it is to be non-political 

charity then, apart from the normal credit that comes to a donor, 

the political party will derive no benefit from it• But there remains 
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t he que stion of who i s then to admin ister the charity and who are 

the peopl e to benefit f rom t he charity. Now , the very firs t thing 

t o note here i s that you cannot go very far with 10 tons of rice. 

You cannot s a tisfy the needs of all t he very poor 9 eveno 10 tons 

of rice can be divided into 20,000 one pound packets or 40 ,000 

half-pound packets. According to the 1970 census the smallest 
l3arish 
JlQmCiatxUt in J·amaica in iflDJ(ai: terms of populati on was Hanover with 

57,800 people. You could not give every citizen of Hanover a half 

a pound of rice out of that 10 t ons of rice. And, of course, Hanover1 
i~ 

popul a tion must h ve increased considerably since 1970. The assumpt: 
/ 

is that we are dealing with 10 short tons of riceo If it were 10 

l ong ton s then we woul d have 22,400 one-pound. p ckets or 44 ,800 

half-pound packe ts : still not enough t o give each citizen of Hanover 

half a pound of r ice. So if this rice is to be distributed n ationall~ 

and on a genuinely non-political and charitable basis it must be 

largely token in character and restricted to the very neediest in 

the society. And the one organisation above all others that has the 

rpputation and the orgBJiJisa tion t o do this is the Salvation Army in 

J amaica . So I strongly urge tha t this r ice be turned over to the 

Sal vation Army to distribute to the needie s t in the society. And 

let the politicians and the par tie s then get on with t he business of 

debating the issueso Food is one of the issues : but not in this 
for 

cheap and gimmicky way. So who ha s a plan/%ax£aaa the na tion to 

f eed itself over the next five years? What are the details of that 

plan? Tha t is an i mpor t ant i s sue . And finally, I warmly we lcome 
t ha t clear call from Police Commissioner Bowes for our police f orce 
to stay out of partisan politicso For them, and for the army, that 
is tpe beat way t o keep the peace and serve the nation and uphold 
the Constitution. Under the leadershi p of men like Mra Bowe s I am 

sure they can do j us t that. Goodn i ght 0 
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l) Yar between Iran Iraq 
2) Diploma ts loca l ol itics 

I EWS CO EN' .t. Y 
For b~o cadt on ednesd y 
eptember 24 , 1980, 6 . lOp.m 

Goo evenin : he fightin bet¼een Iran and Ir q po es a number 

of very ser ious angers hich go f ar beyond the interests of either 

Iran or Iraq, or , in deed, the Arab cause in the 1 i ddle Enst . ' he 

first of these dangers i s tha t the fighting could expand to suck in 

first the other countries of t l e ad le E st, then the great pov.ers , 

t hen t he world ; the danger, in short, of a step-by-step escalation 

of t l e fi ghting till we 11 u ~ enl fin ourselves in World ''ar 3. 

obody nts th t, of course. verybody i~ urging a quick ceasefire. 

Bute erybody is lso preoccupi ed with ensuring th t their own 

interests are pr eserved and furthered during he fighting ana during 

any teps th t could lea d a to a ceasefire. The most obvious example 

of t hi is t be Am erican preoccup tion with gra sping t every 
get t he 

opportunity prehen te by the fighting to try and/iau1:t1Ul'. release of 

t h e erican ho t r ges . And so t here is ·t.alk of t h e f ct,.e that the 

I ranian are figh t ing with Am er i can weapons who se flow of spare parts 

ha been cut off ince the revolution ~hich overthrew the former 

Shah. the poin t is , de tha t a mili t r y chine ithout spare 

parts c nnot f unction for long. The pr e ssure point here i : release 

our peop e an we a y con i der letting you have the spare parts wi t h-

ou t h ich you are bouud to lo e en your ilitar 8 C ine grin ds to 

a halt. P~other n on y J lightly les obvious example i s the f ret 

t hat 'ie stern ~uro e de pen s more heavily on Iranian an · Iraqi oil 

t han does t e Un ite d St a tes. nd t blo ing up of oilfields an t he 

thr eats of shutting down t ho Persian Gulf a re of gr ve econo ic 

concern to the ~e ~tern "Europeans. The temptation i t herefore strong 
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to try nd help bring t e fighting under control as quickly as 

o ible, but also , of course, in a ay that would serve e tern 

oil i terests s well a other \' e tern econo ic interests best. 

And as Jordan • s King Hu ein has m e clear, the conservative Arab 

regimes int e area - Jordan , a dift r bia, orocco , for in tance 

are qui te r pre o use the s ogan of Pan-Arabi to try and 

frus tr te the revolutionary ll::ila ic upsurge no sweeping the region 

a.n hich threatens their on re imes . 1he est Europeans may find 

it in their on elf-int rest to m e co on cause v. i th the con ·erv-

tive regi es. he counon tar et would bes pport for the destructio 

of t1e non- rab Ir ian regim w icl c rrently promotes and expor ts 

the hon.elini fund !Dlen t list isl amic revolution throughout the region , 

againdt both rightwing an l ef ing s cular regi m s . ut what of 

t e oviet Union if any ch gar1ging-up a in t Iran were to emerge? 

t is c arly n t in Soviet strategic interest to see the Persian 

Gulf area once or e being returne to com bi n t ion of con erva ti ve 

Arab , 'est Europe and erican o ination . ' hat would almost be 

like going b ck to a tim before th overthrow of the hah. he Soviet 

would w t to e su.re t at nothing li e that happens. I do not think 

they ave aay objection to Ira h bli ng Iran with a quick military 
so 

hip ing: b t I/do not thin 
in th 

a state of po~er relations/a 

they will to erate any going b~ck to 
t area 

tney were before the fall of the ~hah. 

In ee , I · o not think Iraq an ts th t either . ny iscalculation by 

an y i eon this ba ic po ition could ~ead to very dangerous and very 

foreseeable con equences: ich ives the one hop tat all sides il 

hold oac. d fin l y an very briefly, the ritish High Commi s ione 

oint about di lomats not bein dr gged into loc 1 politics is as 

crucia l the point that diploma tic cover should not be used f or 
non-diplom tic a ctivity. V,oul there h ve been an ttack on that 
former di plom ts house if heh d not been identified a~ so ething 

e un er iplo tic cover? It cuts both ways . Goodn i gn t 
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1) Weekend Political Killings 
2) Political Violence & Voter Reaction 
3) First U.S. Presidential Debate 
4) Party Politica l Rice : A 'No-win' Affair? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
September 22, 1880, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: Those who were killed in cold blood in Ma jesty Pen 

l as t Friday night were young and bl"ck and poor - people of the 

ghetto. Their ages ranged from 19 to 30. And the Member of Parlia­

ment for the area, Miss Por t ia Simpson, is reported as saying: 

"Because this kind of bruta l killing is happening in pporer areas, 

nothing is done against the criminals a lthough they are known. Now 

we have to re- ins •ci tute the kind of security we used to have in the 

constituency. " It wa~ a depressing way to start a weekend. And 

even wore depressing was the fact that this type of calculated and 

deliberate political murder had become a part of everyday life in 

certain ghetto areas. But if you wa tch closely, and if you listen 

t o ord&uary people talking among t hemselves, you may just detect 

some thin g else that is brewing ju~t unuer the surface. At first 
calculated 

this 2xx2mxxxam pa ttern of/political killings was seen as remote : 

s hocking and ugly to be sure, but a thing going on among the party 

fanatics. When the killings we:nt on and on almost to the poitjt of 

becoming a routine part of political activity in ghetto areas, the 

sense of shock was replaced by a sense of unease and concern. Now, 

if you look and li s ten carefully, you may sense a slow and simmering 

and s preading anger just below the surfa ce. J maicans of all 

political beliefs are becoming angrier every day at the ugly and 

brutal and calcula ted killings. Even loyalty to party is ceasing 

to be a point of major preoccupation in the face of the killings. 

Too many young J amaican lives are being snuffed out too wantonly. 
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J amaican people are sick and tired and angry a t all this bloodle ttin~ 

And her e , I sugges t , i s t he point a t which to look and listen for 

voter re ac t ion t o t he endl e ss political violence. I f my assessment 

i s correct t hen ver y many J maica.o voters, in all probability a 

majority of t hem, are going t o t ake politica l violence and what 

t hey s e e a s t he sour ce of taa t politic a violence i n to a ccount when 

making up t heir mi nds on how t o vo t e o An d if this we r e to happen 

na tionally, as I t hink it will, t he results c ould be ver y startlin g 

in deed o If t he J mai can voter s de cided on a nation al sca l e to vo t e 

again s t wha t t hey s ee a s the s ources of politica l violen ce, i t will 

no t only be t hose who are known t o be a ssocia te d with political 

gunmanshi p in t he ghet t o area s who will l ose , all t he candi da·tes 

as s oc i a te d wi th t hem and , in dee d, t he en tire party with which t hey 

are a sso ci a ted may suffer a s wello This could be t he vo ter backl a sh 

at politica l violence and a t t hose who are per ceive d a s being the 

source of i t . If I am right t hen political killings such as tho se a t 

Ma jesty Pen l ast :F'r i day will bec om e increasingly counter -produc t ive 

be t ween now and election day . Next , t he first s o-calle d Prewiden tial 

de ba t e f or t he November 4th U.S. Pr e siden t i a l e l ec tion took place 

l a s t night, without Freili den t Jimmy Carter . Mr . C rter di d no t want 

t o deba t e t wo Republican s in the fi r st one : he wan t e d .deagan alone o 
r unnin a an In deperldent 

So it wa s Reagan aga in i3 t J·ohn Anderson_.' I li s ter1 ed and I thought 

An der son c ame out on t op . We'll see wha t t he American polls s ay . 

And fin allj and briefly , I wa s f a s cina te d by the new• t ha t the JLP 

is bringin g 10 tons of r ice , wi th pl ans for a l ot more l a t er . How 

will t hi s rice be distr ibute d? To J LP members and sup por ters only? 

Or t o everybody else? And how will t he elector a te s ee it? If its t o 

everybody , i t woul d be a dr op in the bucket• If only t o JLP peopl e 
how will the elector a t e see it? An d wha t of t he repudiation of 
tribalism in benef its? Rice poli t ics may be a no-win affair 0 Goodnight 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broa dc·ast 
September 19, 

Good evening : 

1) PNP Electi on M nifesto 
2) Venezue l a- Mexico Oil Facility 
3) Ag o Consent 
4) B ack Space 

It seems that the Venezuela- Mexico oil f acility 

under which nine countries in t he region would benefit, is n ot 

dead even though some among us want t o bury it for political 

reasons. If the government of Venezuela really wanted to hold up 

t he deal because of Manley's politics and t he coming e lections, 

what was t o prevent t hem p tting off the whole thing in t he first 

pl ace till after the elections? And if it is Manley's so-called 

'leftis t ' politics t ha t i s supposed to be the fly in the ointment 

t hen what about Nicaragua whose key l eaders are even further 'left' 

t han Manley? I am af rai d that t his appear s t o be ano t herxxa:Jikax 

a}untm:y; case of playing r a t her shoddy politics with J maica ' s 

national econ omic interests. According -to the Pri me Minister there 

are probl em s t ha t have to be sorted out, but the f acility itself is 

not dead . So cool it, pl ease, until things are sorted out. Thi s is 

not, and shou l d not, be made p3rt of our elec tion eerin g . 1he terms 

and conditions of h0w we get our oil is i mportant t o every Jamaican 
, 

i rre spective of po litica l affili a tion or cla ss or social interest . 

It i s a matter of genuin e natlional inter e sts, so pl ease trea t it ao 

such. Next, the first of the Election Man ifestoe s - t ha t of the 

People's National Party - has now been made public. hat i s a welcome 

development and I hope every J amaican who is entitled t o vote will 

t ry and get hold of a copy of the PNP manifesto and study it for 

him OT herself. And I hope the Jamaica. Labour Party will follow 

suit soon and publish its Election Manifes to so tha t the Jamaican 
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voter s will have a chan ce to study and exam ine the two manife stoes 

side by si de. I t h ink it is importan t for every voter, no matter 

which si de he or she supports, to read this PNP manife sto and, when 

i t is available, t he JLP manifesto for him or hersaif. Do not 
else's 

accept anybody',s summary or interpe tation as the sole basis on which 

to make your judgement. It is your vote that is going t o dEitermine 
of 

the shape of your future as well as/the f uirure of your children and 

of gener ations of Jamaicans ye t unborn. im fake that vote seriously 

and make a serious e ffor t t o understan d the i s sues involved. 

Journalists, columnists and commentators will all want t o do the 

interpreting and the expla ining for you. F ir enough. That is their 

function. But they are human like everybody else;they have preferenve 

and bias ses like everybody else. So it is important for you to 

study t he main documents for yourself so that you can make your 
first-hand re a ding ,md decide for yourself 

own judgement on/tk•x.faut:ta aaxiud:lxaaX1U1xua:tx11.liux.ax1111,: which 

interpretation or explanation or editorial c omment you want to- accep1 

or reject. If you do this then t he judgement you make , whatever it 

1s, will be yours and nobody else's. Next, the Public He althf 1ttee 

of t he KSAC unanimously ca lled for t he age of consen t t o be raised 

from the present 14 years t o 16. Thi s protection for our very young 
W~ why 
~ is long overdue: so/wxai is it not in effect? l.nd fin ally, 

there is a black an out there in space today, circling the earth in 

the Sovie t space station S liut 6. He is a Cuban, a man from this 

r egion of the wo rld, but I think black people the wor l d over will 
primarily 

see this not/as a Cuban achievement or even a communist a.Ahievement, 

but as an chievement for bl ack pe ople t he world over. That is the 

great symbolic i mportafl ce of this fl+~~-black man in space. Add it 
• C, 1~(..1~ ~ 

to t he praitical symbolism of Cubans dying in Angola fDr African 
freedom an a defeating the forces of racist South Africa 0 Like it or 

t he se t hings have happened. They are news. Goodn ight. 
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1) e Elections: For 
2) Poli t ic 1·1 rf re: 

t ce 
ic s 

For br st on ednesday 
S p te ber 17 , 1980 , 6 . lOp. m 

Good evening: ir . Seymour ooullings , ~ e ~ inister responsible for 

e ector l tter yesterd y told arli , ent t t 11 prepar tion s 

for t he general election re e xpected t o be co pleted by the fir s t 

wee of ctober . An d t he first eek of ctober is jut thirteen 

d ys away. he i me , ini ter h?. re pea ted y s i t a t a soon a 

hews a vie d th t everything v,as re dy h e . ould announce ad te 
i plic tion 

f or t he e lection . J\n d t e/ a•g~a::aii.BR wes t t t he announce .. ent 

woul be Qde as early as po • sible a fter t e infcr rna tion tha t every­

thing w, s in pl ce . An d given thi b,. c kgroun d we c • n specul te 

r easonab y on t e l i ' .ely d te for t e e ec tion . Le t u ay t he 

i la«mxaxx ~~i ire ctor of Elections a vises t e rime ,ini s ter on 

October 2nd or c t ober 3rd that everything i s re a y an t ha t the 

election c n e el a y t ime he , t e · ri 1e inioter says . I thin 

it i s impor t nt for us to r e e!:lber t h t t e .... i me k inis ter , and only 

t he rime , ini •ter , ha t he constitutiona l righ t to decide the da te 

of t e election, nobody el e , a ll the prop~ganda nothwithst nding . 

he only t he time i 1e .ini · ter , whoever he is , loses that right 

is if hi s ini · tr tion con tinu.e s beyond t he period l .i d down in 

t e Con ti t ution . n y y , thi ime ini ter h ' s oi d he would 

JlllXll C 11 e ections a~ ,;;)oon a s t e new elector 1 proce s agreed on 

by both p rties i s in l ce . 0 i f e i told t i s i s so in t he 

f i r st two or tree d ys of October , e could ann oun ce t e d _te -~ fox 

ele-ction any t i e t ereafter . und y , October 5th , woul seem a 

li e ly nnounce ent y if t here i a big :NP r a lly t aki ng place . 
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.di after the annoWlleaztent , t e formal elector l proces .:i will 

come into play wi~lll the setting of Nomination Day . Polling B y 

ubt t hen be not le s than 16 days an not ore than 23 days 

l a ter. o i f the announcement is made at , say , a ',( rally on 

Sun d y October 5th, an .rfonday October 6th i Nomination y , then 

the very e rliest Polling y we can have would be Tue d y October 

16th and t e very l ates t Polling ay we can h ve would be \le day 

ctober 28 th. 11 this is on t he ssumption that onday October 

6 th will be Nomination ay. I f t he date of the omin a tion ay i s 

chan ed , t hen all t e other numbers will automatic lly be changed . 

t given r . Mu ings ' sta te ent an e rlier polling day than 

c tober 21st i s out of the uestion; and un der t he law ctober 28th 

would be the outside limit for October elections under this 

scenario . Ther e i , re ember,the lon standing convention that 
can ve polling d y 

elections re held on esday . ut we/}uac.1tx:l11uix:tu on some other 

day , on a Th rsday for instance . o if tr . Manley were to decide 

to h ve thee ections on a Th rsd y this time around then omination 

D y woul have t be on esd y Oc~ober 7th with the e arliest 

po sible polling day being Oc tober 23rd and the 1 test podoible 

polling da.te be ing October 30th. So , to h ve t he ener 1 election in 

October i ominati on y mu t be either Non day Oc ~ober 6th or ' esday 

October 7th. Anything l a ter ,eans we o into Nove ber election s . 

So muc for th f orm . u t · ha t of t e sub:;3t ce? " e r e putting a 

ost e abor te n agreed-on sys t em in pl ce which will make it 

impo . sible for t he lo ers to ba 1 It 1 • 
I e. ere robbed" . But where are 

s pecifics on w ich t hee ection i to be fought? bere re the mani­

fes oes? oli t ica l Rrf are, with gun ~ bark ing; an dirty trick with 

one ide trying to fr e the other; an d the u se of external e c onmic 
pr sures, are no substitute for s ell ing out clearly to the J a icai 
people_t' e A. B. I C. of what you vould do if elected Not to do 0 .is to insult the aic n people . Goodnight . • 
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The Poli t ics of Unemployment 

N WS CO EN TARY 
For bro adcast on Monday 
Sep tember ·15, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

"' ood evening : Tw Sun da ys ago , when he addrease d t h e public session 

of the 37th Annual Confer en c e o f t he Pre ss A;:; soci t ion of J amaica , 

tle ~ inister of Finance dropped a number o f politic 1, economic and 

l abour bombshe lls. Bu t so far ]' r . Bugh Small' s sho .ker s h ave been 

r eceived wi th star tling silence by tho se w' o should b e most concerned 

J'J r . Small t old his audi ·ance tha t t here were nov, 300 9 0 00 J maican 
less 

worker s wh o are un empl oyed , which i s jus t slightlJ,e tha n one-third 

oft e entire J ~ J ican wor k f orce of s ome 927, 000 . Of those who 

do hav e j obs, Mr. Small went on, some 397,000 e rn J_ ss than $50 

a wue k . An of the to t a l work force r oughly 230, 000 r e unionised 

a..""'ld. are t her efore t he best pai d and be s t pr otecte d of t he country' s 

·. ·orker s. .An d s o we h av e shocker on e wh i ch i t ha t t here are more 

unempl oyed wo r kers in .aica today t h n t heTe are wor kers inside 

our t r ade- union move eri t ; and shocker t wo whi ch i s t n t there are 

more worker s e rnin g l e ss t h n $50 a week than ther e a re members 

in our en tire t r de union movement. So the trade union mov ement 

embra ce s less tha n one-third of t h e nati on' s en tire work force .. And 
unionised 

it v ns in r e ference t o this highly pa i d and well prcJ t ected/less 

t h r n one-third of the wor force t ha t Mr. Y: u gh Sma l l complained: 

11 \ ·e are exper ienc ing a cr aziness and m dnes s con cern i ng what the 

Jem a ica n e conomy c an a ffor d in terms of wage s and emoluments " o 

Nov , 1 st Fr i da y, in a bpee ch t o t he Studen-4i Soci0 t y of the In s ti tu t 

of Char t e r e d Accountan ts, Mr • . rlton Al e "':.n e r h a s t "" ken up an 

aspect of the matter rai s e d by ] • Hu gh Small. l'i r. Alexander a i d 

in part : "wa h av e gone mad over fringe benefits and yet some of us 
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only wa.ste and squander them after acquiring them. Let us cut out 

this nonsense about car a llowance, canteen service, uniform allowance 

travel allowan ce and the like " o An d he reminded his audience that 

all this was taking pl ce a t a time when we were trying to increase 

empl dyment end share the national cake in a better way. Many people 

will que~tion whether we are really tring to incre ase employment or 

share the national cake more e uallyo What i s going on now is the 

complete opposite of that. The unioni sed labour force is out to 

protect and secure its interests; it may pay lip service to a concern 

for the unemployed or the gro s sly underpaid who are not unionised: 

but mt is not doing much to help change the situa tion. Those who 

enjoy the fringes, an d t hey go far beyond those listed by Mr. 

Alexander, are not prepared to give up any of them for the s ake of 

creating more jobso But on the other side of the coinA, the managers 

and middle-managers are equally unprepared to give up their much 

bigger f 'Finge benefits - the housing allowance, the entertainment, 

the company car or its equivelant, the free telephone, the bigger 

travel allowance - for th~ sake of creating more jobs. My own view 

is that any really serious call for sacrffmce cannot be made only 

on unioni s ed workers or only on management. If t he re are to be 

sacrifices then both must make them in proportion to their abilityo 
who now 

The hard question is: ill those/get these perks and fringes - on 

both management and labour sides - give any of them up for the sake 

of t he COIIl!J10~ good(t I think. not. Certainly there is nothing in the 
oft~l 1t~~~ ~1 U'< eM.v'fronme-il,t 

record (:o think they will. And the t wo-thirds of the labour force -

half of whom have nothing, and the other half a mere pittance - are 

not going to endure their present plight indefinitely. 

suggest, is ~~E: , biggest and pot~ti lly most 1 ~~~~ • .exp osive 
t he unionsfjtnd whoever winsfn~c ober. GOodnight. 

And this, I 

problem f acing 
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1) '11he Violence at Old H rbour 
2) B llots Not Bulle ts 
3) Demo cr, c y & Politic 1 Extremism 

NEWS COMl'JI.E.NT RY 
For broa dc a st on Fr i day 
Se ptember 12, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Go od eve i ng: The report s of what .happened in Ol d HEirbour in the 
sounded 

e arl y hour s o f ye sterdA y morn in g/1u!Iml» ore like somethin g out of 

t he wild , wild we st, t an out of t wentieth-ce:.1tury and very democrat­

i c J maic '"' . The r e a s t he wild chase t hrough the streets with guns 

b arki ng ; there was the dumped body ; an d there was t he multiplici t y 

of ver s ions of what h p pened. Cert inly, you c annot h . ve s o many 

di f ferent an d conflicting versions of th9 s ame event without 

s omebody or somebo di e s lying their heads off a nd a ll the way to 
they 

t ' e i r b ~k t eetho If/KK had h a d this number of conflicting v ersions 

of the s e event in t e Uni t ed St te s an American Grand Jur y would 

have a wonder fu l time pu ting each person on t he wi t ness stan d to 

give h i s vers i on un dE:r oath . The v arious version s would then be 

inves tig te a t ill the truth is f erreted out , and those who ha d lied 

under oath would be charged with perjury and fac e a longish time in 

j a il. Perh ps i t i s time for us t hcve soniet' ing like that here, 

s pe c ifically for e lection times, n d perh0ps r e stric t e d only t~ 

c an did tes and politica l c t ivists. I think t h i s re striction i s 

essenti a l otherwi se we would hav e serious problems finding jail s pac e 

fo r a ll t he liars we have. Anywfj_y, o.n t he as sump t ion t ha t some kind 

of prosecution i s like l y t o follow t h t~ runnin g shoot-out Bt 61d 

Harbour I wtiill no t s pecula te on who i s lying or who h s perjured 

t hemselve s up to their necks. Wh a t v✓e can s afely s ay i s that the 

ways · of t h e wild, wild west ha ve no t h ing in common with de ocra cy 

ru1d the de ocrstic p~. ocess. In t e wild wild west t hey se ttled their 
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dif f eren c es with b a r king guns · nd dhoot-outs and burnings. Under 
people 

our s y s t em/w:X: a.re supposed to settle <i:h.eir di f fer en c e s by peaceful 

an L,ga l _eans. ' hich i s 'ihy we have, up to now, u s ed ballots and 

not bullets to se t tle our politic · 1 differences. Now, the wild ones 

in our oli t ica l sy~tem seem ben t on using the barking gun and the 

bt1llet as a kind of per tiua der t o ma e pe ople t i t her vote the way 

t ey want or else stay a way from voting. ' 'h i s i s one of t h e more 

subtle and covert "ays of un dermining democra c y . Any time you try to 

f r i gh en people into vuting a certain t y or i nto n ot voting you 

are reall y c h i p ing a · ay at the founda tions of e l ective parliamentary 

democracy. I! or a democ r acy to be e a l t hy a1h o flourish the 

po li tician s must show the Kin d of self-restraint ar d modera tion 

which a llows for the free expression of views, f or f.,_ea and open 

c ampai gn ing , and for respect for each o ther and for the voters who3e 

votes they are seeking. '.l'he bra n d of politics which usa s strong-arm 

t ctics and the bar k ing gun and the burning down of ho es a l ways 

en ds up ma:;.h ing up peopl e ' · rights a nd f reedoms an d , ultimately, 

democracy i tself . It i u p to -t.: e J ican pe ople, up to the 

J a a ican voter s, ::tka:t t o mak e sure tha t the politica l wild one~s ~ 

wherever they be , are driv en out of the politica l li fe of this 

c ountry by re jectin g them at t 1e polls. Tha t, i t s eems to me, i s one 

of t h e ~na jor,i responsibili t i es o f ever y J 13maica voter in next month's 
of 

voting. One of t e greatest ene ies of our k in d/con sen ting and 

p rticipa.tory democracy i extremism of an y _ ind. A textbook express­

i on of extremism i s the notion: He wn~ .~s not for me i s - a gainst meo 
j~ 

Well,there are very any among u s , ~eraap~ a a~ority, who do not 
kind of 

want . t o ~e f orced into this/straight-j _c ket. a wqnt to be free to 
choose--r,v1.thout a ny pressures from any politica l b 
t t d ul i e s. We my h a ve o s n u p for tha t right. Goodnight 
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NEWS CO · /lEN T 
For bro a dcast 
September 10, 

Good evening: 

Suppression of Crime Act Extended: 
New Regula tions in Fo ce 

y 
on 1edncsdsy 
1880, 6 .lOp. m 

J em!"l ice.' s P rli ament l as t night extended the very 

con troversia l Suppr ession of Crime Act for another t wenty-one days: 

and, aqually, if no t more,important, Parli ament also received the 

new Regulations under which the Security Forces will from now on 

exercise the power given t hem under the Su ppre s s ion of Crime Act. 

It s e ems that our P rliament dealt with this matter in a very much 

more b l anced and a ture and re asonable manner than many of our 

so-called more responsible groups in the societya Our Parliament­

arians, thank he aven, displayed none of the ' g i ve them a free hand' 

men t ality on the one side, or the ' order t hem b ck to the barr cks • 

mentality on t he other . The one ma in disagreement between the two 

sides in p rlia ent was over the leng th of time for which the Act 

should be extended. The Opposition wante a longer period than 

twenty-on e days . But the a cting Unister of Nationa l Se cu:ti ty s a id 

the twenty-on e day period would give the Government a chance to 

a sse s s just how e ffective the new Regulations are in practice, and 

:parliament would mee t on eptember 30th, t ~1e end of t h e month, to 

de cide on what measures should be put in p l a ce between then and 

the general elections . I think rea sonable conclusion to draw 

from Mr. Dunkley• statement must be that if these new regulations 

do t he trick and cut do~~ or eliminate the abuses of which there 

h ve been such widespre a d compla ints, then we may go into the 

elections wi th the Ac t and the new Regula tions as they now a.r e ., 
resvlr iiJ.i 

If, on the other hand, the ne w regulations do not sebie-.re the 
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reduction of the curren t level of a:bu :ae complained of by many 

citizen s then parli runen t will obviously hav e to think again and 

perhap s come up with new idea s on how to deal wi th the vexed 
in t he security force 

problem of the abuse by s ome/of the power and uthori ty: vested i n 
~ aJj SL'c&S 

chargeS of poli t ica l bias/ it t h 8m un der t h e Act o An d , g i ven th~~ 

make s sen s e to t r y an d get as fair 
as possible 

and unbm.ase d s e curity system/in 

pl a ce well before election. So wha t are the highpoints of the new 

regula ti on s '? Fi rst , an d foremost, t h ey begin the pro cess of g i v ing 

the main re s ponsi b!li ty for making decisi ons un der t he Suppression 

of vrime Ac t t o t he police, the civilian arm of secu.ri ty. The key 

decision s will be ma de by t he police, the soldiers will be a b ck-uI 

supporting force. Th is, in c i dentally, i s what the bipartisan 

I,arliarncntary Commi t'tee on i4"at i onal Security has been pressir1g f or . 

' ha t Commi ttee wan ts the Suppre ssion of Cri me Act itself amended eo 

as tb make it crystal clear that the police are in charge. No doubt, 

doirlg i t by way of regul ation i s be c ause of delay in draftir.ig the 

r.ecessary arnendrncn t . The effec t t hou gh is the same. So when anybody 

is he l d from now on a sen i or poJ.ic e officer must decide whe t her t he 

arrest i s j-at:tified • . An d i f t h e police decide that i t is justified 

then t he person mus t be to l d the re a son and a Detention Order ruus t 

be made by Justice of t he Pe c e . So i t will be done under the l aw 

an d supervised by the poli ce who are trained to deal on a. day-to-day 

basis wi th the c itizens of t h e various communities. The point is t hat 

the tra inin g of soldiers i s a totally di fferen t thing: they a1·e 

tre.jned for war, to fight, no t t o keep the pe ·ce or to deal with 

citizens on an .:r b sis other t han that of an occupying fo rce. But 

beca~se they are also the mos t i s cipline d group within the society 

bec ause of the na tu.re qf, :t_h~i~ --t~a.ining' they are exce llent at takin 
, . ~ ~VlStf'l,9 g 

orders. Th e giving ~f tnose order.s must be in civilian hands. Goodn i gh 
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Sfpression of Crime: the Dilemma 

NEWS COMMEN TA Y 
For broadcast on Monday 
Septembe~ 8, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: There is mounting controversy in the society over 

whether the Supprea ion of Crime Act should or should not be extenflad 

Most of the private sector gt·oups want the Suppression of Crime Act 

extended·: some wiamt 1 t extended for six months, some until after 

the election; and thol:3e who cell for the extension v ant it to be 

"without eny amendoment to its present form". In other words, let 

the fight egain~t crime continue as it is now being conducted with­

out any changes to inhibit or limit the behaviour of those who 

conduct that f'ight. That is the one side of 1 t. On the other side 

a gro ·ing number of what are described e.a me.as organisa tions have 

beeun to very seriously question the wisdom of continuing or 

extending the Suppression of Crim.e Act in its pr .aerit form: some 
of these groups · · 

/wAnt the Act amended to prevent the gr ~e abuses alleged to have 
some 

been visited on/citizena by some members of the security forces; 

othera do not wan t the Act renewed at all EµId want ell the soldiers 

to return to their berracks. The minilllum call on this side ia for 

the Act to be emended before it is extended; the maximum call is not 

to renew it. It seems to me the. t we are aJ..l going to need to think 

very ser1ouoly and very responsibly if' we ore not to allow these 

conflicting view15 on the Suppression cf Crime Act to become a f'ull­

blown pertisnn election issue. It may suit this or tha t special 

interest group to play politics with this issue. It is not in the 

nationo.l interest and it 1~ not gcod for Jamaica's future to play 

politics with the fight age.inst crime. We are, &ll of us, or- at 

the overwhelming majority of us, against crime and violence. So 
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there should be no dif:!icul ty for that seme overwhelming ma,jori ty 

to arrive at agreement on the best, most constitutional and most 

socially · accepted way to conduct the fight against crime and 

violence. I do not think myself that ol.lr police force can .handle 

this fight all by 1 tself: I think t hey need the bel.p of the .military. 

But I think that the police, as the civilian force, should be and 

should be seen to be ~ charge. Any joint operation should at all 

times be under police control, which i s under the control of the 

civil authority. To say that the Act a it now stands must be 

continued w1 thout any kind of adjustment ia to ignore or to be 
of 

gravely insensitive to the sense l outr ge in large sections of t he 

society over the behaviour of some members of the security force. 

Do we really have to condone the violation of the constitutional 

rights of Jamaican citizens in order to sto_p crime? .Do we have to 

tum a blind eye to abuse of the rule of law in order to stop 

crime and violence? I think not. I think the greater powers 

allowed the security forces under the Suppression of Crime Act are 
righ ·t now ruuat 

essential/to bring crime under control: but there/m be checks 
t.t.1.ere mu . .:;t. be strict and 

and balances, and/stern control by those in charge, to ensure that 
powers 

those who exerei.se these/do not abuse them. That is the way of' 

the rule of law. Anything else, any 'free hand' mentality, any 
both 

'back to the barracks• mentality,/ ultimately def ea ts the cen tra.l 

purpose or this exer cise which is to put a stop to crime in order 

that freedom an.d democracy may flo uri.ah in the 1,md. Our dilemma. 

is that instead of seeking out areas of agreement 1n order to 

co-operate on this, or indeed any other of our many problems, we 

sei~e on every difference and play i ,t to the hilt for partisan or 
put a rein on 

sectional gain. If we do notxaHl'/'this, especially where security 

is concerned, we, end democracy, may al.l lose. Goodnight. 
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NEWS c rnnviEN TARY 

0uppre s s ion of Crime & 
Rul e of Law 

For broa dc ast on Fri day 
September 5, 1980, 6.1~.~.m. 

Goo d evening: Tha t h ar rowing t ale carried on t e levision news i a st 
nigh t 

/in which t wo youn g women, one of t hem in a sta te of a dvanced 

pregn ancy, t ol d of h ow t hey wer e be a t en and manhandle d by member s 

of a security patrol r aises t he disturbing question : I s it nece ssary 

t o violate t h e rule of l aw in order to suppre ss crime? When we 

hear or r ea d of members of the security f orce s be ing accuse d of 

treating citi zen s unfairly or brutalising them a normal tendency 

i s to be skeptica l and to wonder t o wha t extent t hose wh o compi ained 

ha d t hems elve s contribu t ed t o t he harsh treatment t hey received 

by be i ng provoc a tive . Watching tho se two women, nu such doubt or 

question was r a i s e d in my mind. Instead , I ha d a strong sense of 

being a witne ss t o a con sciou s and de l iber t e f l ou ting of t he rule 

of l aw . Henc e t he question : Do we have to vi ol a t e t he rule of l aw 

in or der to suppre ss crime? I f t he an swer i s no , then there is no 

way t ha t t he socie ty can i gnore the hharge s of t ho se t wo young 

women t hat they were bru t li se d and bea ten and humilia t ed . I f tha t 

sor t of t hing can h ppen t o poor youn g pe opl e to~~~us~~ 

prevent it from happenin g t o a ffluent mi ddle- cla ss peopl ~Lt omorrow 

or the day after tomor r ow , or next month or next ye ar? If, on t he 

o t her hand, t he answer is yes we have t o ac cep t t he v i ol a tion of 

t he rule of l aw a s temporary expedient in or der t o bring crime 

un der control, then the logical question is : Wha t g appens after wards• 

If we give anybody a. free hand to do exactly a s he pleas es, no 

questions asked, pr ovi de d only t ha t he puts down the crimin al s , 
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then wha t happens when tha t job is done and there are no more 

crimina l s t o pu t down? Do we expect the h appy cowboy no w used 

t o b e ing free to make his quick draw and 'drop' h i s man and rough-up 

nboever he wan ts to, no questions a sked, to suddenly revert to 

respecting and obs ervin g x11t.la11 and a.biding by the rules? And what 

i f he deci de s th t ope r a t ing ou tside the rules i s much too exc,ting 
him 

and r eward i n g to g ive u p? Who wi ll then disarm him an d make/o bserve 

t he ru l e o f law? It is on e thing to give a man a gun with little or 

n o strings: it is quite ano ther t h ing to disarm that man once he 

h as developed a t a ste for using t hat gun, with li ttle or no str ings 

a ttached, wi th l i ttle or no inhibitionso And t he l aw , and the rule 

of law, i s the sing l e mos t inhibiting f actor of civilised human 

society. Under t he l a and under the rule of l aw the strongest an d 

the weakest are guaran teed equal security, equal dignity, equal 

pro t eetion. Whoever viol t e s t he l aw, no matter how high or how low, 

is subject to t he puni shment of t he 1.aw. No democratic s ociety dare 
which violate 

g ive any section of i ts members powers/this fun damen tal concept. 

Under our Constitution t he civil authority, the Cabinet of a freely 

e lected Parliament, i s t he highe st authority in the lando Its author-

1 t y en compasses everything J amaican, includin g the s e curity forces. 

So when those soldier s yesterday ignored Minister Dunkley's request 

t o tell him who was in charge , after he clearly in dentified himself, 

they showed disrespect not only f or the,t' man and his office, but 
iG., 

also fo r the government and e:i:-;::;ii.ie institutions of the societyoThis 

is one small indica t or of t h e sor~ of thing that , h a ppens when any 
of pe ople 6L, aAQ. ~ ~ .. ~~~ -

group/ge t the impression[ that they are free t o viol a t e the rule of l E 

So l 'e t us back away from this dan gerous n o tion. We can suppress 

crime without violatl.ng t he r ule of l aw o It i s up t~ the military 
authority to enforce respect for the rule of law on\its memberA 0 

Goodnight 
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A Perspective on t he World Economy 

NEWS COMMEN ARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
Septembe~ 3, 1980, 6ol0pom 

Good evening : It looks a s though that series of Polish strikes 

which have oommanded world attention over the last couple of weeks 

have really come to an endo The Polish workers seem to have won 

all their major demands; the Polish communist party and government 

seem to have been forced to make major and far-re aching concessions, 

the most important of which are clearly political. The demand for 

the right to form free and independent trade unions, was clearly a 

political demando Freedom of association is a political right. 

Freedom of speech is a political right. Freedom from censorship is 

a political righto And it was these essentially political rights 

which wer e at the top of the list of the Polish strikers' demands 9 

The f act th8t an East European communist government ha s given in 

to these demands, however unwillingly, is a ma tter of significance 
long-term 

iii itself. But it could have the much greater/significance of 

being the start of a chain-reaction of change in labour relations 
their 

between communist regimes and/workers throughout Eastern Europe. 
much of 

Becau se/the western capitalist world and the western media seized 

on what was going on as some sort of anti-Soviet, anti-communist 

uprising in keeping with their own East-West conflict ;p:eeconceptioni . 

they tended to either miss or blur this long-term implication. Up 

to this point trade unions in all the communist countries of the 

Soviet Union and Eastern Europe were controlled by the communist 

parties who in turn controlled the governmento Now, a s a result 

of last week an d this week's agreements, Polish workers who want to, 
Will be able to organise and manage their own trade unions

0 
The 
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Polish Government ha s, with the approval of the Polish Communist 

party, sign ed an a gr eemen t t o this effect. An d I do not think they 

would dare go back on tha t agreement, at least in the foreseeable 

f u tureo And wha t happened in Poland this year makes it that much 

more possible for the s ame sort of thin g to happen in Hungary or 

Czechoslovakia or East Germany next year or t he year after or the 

ye ar a fter. The f irst bre akthrough is al way s t he most difficulto 

And s o we see a significant change in the structural f ace of East 
first 

~ropean communism. I suggest, though, that it/happened in Polan d 
l ar ~ely 

rather than elsewhere/because of the economic policies of the Polish 

government. Poland opted for what some western source s have dubbed 

as 'Goulash communism' o Goulash is a very nourishing soup, s omethini 

like t he West Indian pepperpot ; a rich meal in i tself. Goulash 
was and is 

communism/•• a consumerist- type s ystem in which t hey maintain t heir 

fin an cia l link s with t he West and bor row very heavily . Poland's 

debt to inter nationa l western bankers now stan ds in the region of 

some $20 ,000-million~American. So she is a s deep into the debt trap 

as any poor Third World countryo And it was and is t his acute 

Polish economic crisis t hat fueled the pressure for r a dical change. 

Ra dical change usually t akes place in times and in situa tions of 

~tisis, no ma tter what the socia l or politica l system. And propagandE 

from all si de s no t hwithstanding, the entire world economy is incrisie 

right now. There wer e 4,500 bankruptcies in Britain l a st year,and 

Britain's former Oianc ellor pf t he Excheque~, Dennis He alyy, predicts 
~ "1\),,Q4-\. ¥v ..f,~L (61,tSU-V~t,~ 

a fur t her 6,000 bankruptcies this yea, t The upcoming American 

elect~on j.s being fought on the economic crisis and mountin g un emplo;, 
~~~1½· 

mentt An d given this crisis in the world economy, we c an expect 
r a dical ch anges whe~e:1er t he~ stemsj cannot ~~a.ge,~~ e strains an d 
pr e ssures of t he crisis an~ meet t he basic nee~~f tne people. 

Goo dnight 
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1) J.C.C. on Secur ity Force ' Abus es' 
2) Commissioner Bowes Protests Circular 

1 

) ) Poli ti cal Shor t age s -ii. 

NEWS cow.rEN; R 
J 4) Poor Start to New S~ool Year 

For broa dca st on Monday 
September 1, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The two most welcome news develvprnents of the past 

wee k end were, first, t he invitation by the Jamaica Council of Churche1 

to all citizens to report all cases of abuse and denia l of their 

human rights by any members of the security forces to the Jamaica 

Council of Churches itself; and, second, the making public of the 

fact that it was the Commissioner of Police, Mr. Bill Bowes, who 

was the first to object to that poli ·tically loaded questionaire that 

detain ees at J oint Police/Military Command Posts were required to 

answer. You know, an d I know that there are very many people, 

especially those from the ghetto areas, who just will no t go to 

any compla int centre rWl by the security forces themselves to report 

cas es of a buse or violations of civic rights. It is all a question 

of con:fidenceo And the poor and the unemployed young just do not 

have the con f i dence tha t t hey will get justice if they complained to 

the s eou::t::tty forceso They may be absolutely wrong about this; and 

I personally think that in many cases they are wrong. '.rhe fact is 

that this is how ver y many of them feel. And so even the most 

honest a.."tJ d hon ourable members of the s ecur i ty force -· and I think 

t hey make up t he va st majority - are feared and distrusted because 

of the misdeeds of a small minority. An d this has, of course, cast 

serious doubt on qll cull calls for aggi:Yelied pe ople to report 
non-party ,16 

abuses by way of the proper channels. OrJ e of t he ver y i'ew/insti tutiol 

in the society that t he ghetto poor and our young who are unemployed 

will still trust enough to complaSn to is the Jamaica Council of 
Churcheso The gheito youth associated or identified with one of the 
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political parties, will t ake their complRin ts to the pe.rty and 

hope for redress through the action of the partyo It is easier 
effective 

and safer· for a political party to make/represintation to the hea.ds 

of the security forces about abuses than it is for an individual 

or a number of individua lso This, like it or not, is how it iso 

Those not indentified with any party were the ones who up to now 

had nowhere to turn in cnse of abuseo Now I hope these people will 

take their complaints of harrasment or abuse by any :member of the 

security forc e s t o the J'emaica Council of Churches., The people 

concerned must trust t he channels through which we urge them to 

make their compla in tso We saw one such 'channel of trust• being 
iast Thur sday 40 
set up/by a group of'/w1ion delegates representating six trade unions 

and some 10,000 workers on the industrial estate in Kingston. Nww, 

the Jamaica Council of Churches has come forward as a channel of 

trust throu.gh which the non-unionised and the non-party people can 

voice their complaints 9 Thus, out of necassi ty, the society is 

pai11fully fa.shioning its own new channels of trust for coping with 
up 

abuse: and I think these channels of t-.cust may end/covering very 

much more than just compla ints against elements in the security 

forceso ·we· -are already seeing the strong beginmings o"f' channels of 

trust through which people can report on,and initiate action against, 
~c:..h t>.~ ~ v. r-1~ 

politically motivated shorta.&es and hoardin~ and I suspect that the 

poor a tart to the new school year which begins today,, and the general 

sense of dissatisfaction with the level of responsiveness of our 

educational bureauera.cy, will, sooner or la.ter, result in another 

channel of trust for ducumenting complaints on education • .And so, 

fin a lly to Commissioner Bill Bowes. I think we all of us, including 

the security forces, owe him much for bringing that politically 

loaded questionaire to _light and so putting a stop to i t
0 

we should 
be more than proud of our tap cop. Goodnight 
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l) The Abuse of Power & Normal Channels of Complaint 
2) 11th U. N. Special Session: A Poor Start 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
n ,?/; 

For broadcast on Friday ~ /(/ 
Augus t 29, 1980, 6.lOp.m ' / 

Good evening: The current public discussion and debate on Tuesday's 

demonstration in protest against the alleged abuse of authority by 

some elements in the security forces, and on whether leading members 
by many 

of the PNP should have led such a demonstration, i8 aeenj almost 

inevitably, as just another facet of partisan electoral politics. 

There may be some truth to this, · but it is not the whole truth. 

For, ele~oral politics or not, the problem ia real and goes far 

beyond the run-up to the October elections. The relations between 
especially the young, andsome 

the poor people in the ghetto areas,/•Q••%diµi.axp"llllgxuaxax• 

elements in the security force~, has been .. unhappy for a long time. 

You may recall that one attempt, a couple of years back, to deal 

with what most of us accepted as a bad situation between some element 

in the police force and some people in the ghettoes, le a to the 

setting up of a Citizens' Complain ta Board head by a retired 

distinguished jurist. But as I understand it, people with complaints 

against members of the force were unwilling to come forward for a 

number of rt?asons. One reason was the fear of reprisal from the 

person against whom they complained or from that person' a comrades. 

Another was the general feeling that nothing would come of it : 

people cited others who had made reports and nothing he.d come of 

it - so why risk being victhised and perhaps brutalised to no point. 

And then there was the question of whether the police were prepared 

to co-operated with the Citizen' 0 Complaints Boardo In the end, 

as far as we knew, little or nothing came of this attempt to create 
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safe and 
a normal and. healthy and peaceful and/socially accepta·ble way for 

citizens of tne ghet·to areas in particular to voice their complaints 

aga inst tpose members of the force whom they felt had abused their 

aa t hority. I recall this because it seems to me that in addition 

to that very pertinent question asked by the Jamaica Bar Assooiati,<>n 

- Who Guards the Guardi.ans - there is another question that has to 

be asked. And 1 t is this: What do the citizens do if 'seeking 

redress through normal channels• leads nowhere? Wha. t do they do if, 

after -their complaints have been duly noted in trip1icate and filed, 

the abuses continue'l This, I suggest., is an important aspect of 

·the debate that we dare not ignore if we are serious about upholding 

·the rule of law. Does the citizen, having gone through 'normal 

channels' submit to abuse, if that a·ouse continues'? 

Next, the first week of the two-week long 11th Special Session of 

the U.N. Gneral Assembly, has not been a very good one in terms of 

any substan t ial progress in the search for a new interr1ationa.l 

economic order. No ma tter how hard the now much enlarged Group of 

Tl pressed, tne rich western countries were in no mood to make 

ma jor concessions to the developing countries. Neither of the two 

superpowers seem pre pared to cut their ma ssive spending on arms in 

order ~o divert more of their resources into Third World developnent. 

And with ma s sive unemployment growing in their own countries - there 
in 

are ·ome eight an d a quarter million unemployaa.,(,t the U. s. and over 
in 

t wo million/Britain - they are not about to make it easier for the 
to m:mfu:h:I:•• 

Third World/sell/■mfall%Jl:nr• competing manufactured goods in their 

countraes. And they a re of course haggling on the price they must 

pay for raw materials. ao, inevitably, the Third World is going to 

have to do great deal more inter-11hird World trade than in the past. 

Which is part and parcel of the movement toward the new international 
economic order. Goodnight 
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l) Security - Above PRrtisan Poli tics 
2) Who Can Monitor? 
J) Security & the Young & Poor 

NEWS OOMMEN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
August 27, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The events of the )ast two days in which gunmen 

shot up what is reported as a fund-raising dance at a club in 

Kingston, killing four young people and wounding many others; ,md 
day-long 

the all-night vigil and/protest demonstration by PNP leaders and 

supporters against what thay themselve• describe as the abuse of 

their authority by a minority in the security force, is the sort 

of explosive stuff with which it is easy to make mischief if one 
among us 

is sof inclined. And, unfortunately, there are those/who are so 
all 

inclined. But fortunasely for ux of us, a majority of Jamaicans 

are becoming thoroughly sick and tired of the attempts at misvhief­
making 

/ mabq, and, what is more important , they are seeing through it. 

It is not in Jamaica• s best interest for any sedtion of the Jamaican 

society to be set up against the nation's security forces. Most 

Jamaicans, of all political persuasions, know this. Cer tainly, the 

overwhelming majority in both t he PNP and the ~LP know this. Both 

poli tieal parties and their leaders have declared this. So on this 

matter of security, at least, there is, or we say there is, common 

ground. So why these mischievous and dangerous suggestions and 

innuendos that one political party is in support of the security 

forces and the other one is opposed to them? Why the propaganda 

which suggests that any kind of protest against abuse is prote.st 

against the force as a whole? Are some of us saying there must be 

no protest against abuse? Are w~ saying that the force is above 
~-ft_, ta.-u ~ 

question and ori tioism? L Or are we playing at political mischief by 
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creating a mood and climate ,, or trying to create a mood and climate, 

in which the force•--• is persuaded to see one pa,t;ty as being on 

its side and the other Pr-rty as being against 1 t? It seems to me 

that if this is what is intended then those who play this dangerous 
very 

game ha d better unders tand/~ clearly that they are digging a 

deep grave for the elective parliamentary system. Once the security 

forces are sucked into elective partisan politics the kind of 

democracy we now operate becomes impossible. It is one thing to 

politicize the security forces; to make them awaxe of the broad 
and problems 

national issues/involved in t heir work of keeping the peace and 

protecting the citizen. Such a politicized security force would not, 

for instance, almost automatically treat the poor and unemployed 

yo.ung of the ghettoes as cr.dllunal and guilty until they prove t heir 

innocence; and the tensions which now exist between ghetto~ youth 

and sections of the security force would be greatly eased, given 

such ~ hi~her lev~l o~ftical aw~eneas on th~ pert of the force. 
f itM~ , ~ M a.~ ~ ~ J ~ ¾ ~a,G.J ttS a. ~ . 

But ~tha-t is a very, very different ·thing from members of the security 

forces conned or suckered or otherwise induced into acting on behalf 

of either political party in the run-up to elections. In the interest 

of the nation, in the interest of multi-party parli- amentary 

democracy, and ultimately in their own interest, our security forces 

must be and must be seen by all to be, above partisan politics. 
members of the force 

And if politicians, or some of them, are determined to suck/s•wmx 

into partisan postures, then the society must help them resist such 

pressures. The catch is that for the society to want to do this it 

must see the force as friend and protector rather than something to 

be feared. '.l'hat is the challenge to the force itself. For the rest of 
us the challenge is to recognise and resist any attempt to sake ftfifieJ. 
mischief between the force and any section of the community. Goodnigh· 
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L) NIEO Issue at UN Special Session 
2) Zimbabwe Joins U.N. 
3) A Yardstick for Change 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
August 25, 1980, 6olOp.m 

Good evening': Over the next three or four days the attention of 

most Third World journa.lmats and poli tica.l observers will be focussed 
in New Yc;rk, 

on the United Netions/h±l•:tx& and on what goes on there. Today 

Jama.ic4' s Prime Minister will deliver the keynote danresa at a 

special function where non-governmental U .N. organisa.tions will 

launch a 'development drive for the 1980s'o And also today, Zimbabwe 

will bebome=t'he 153rd member of the United Nations. - And ·so the 

forces of the Third World and the Non-Ali.gned Mov·ement at the U.N. 

will be greatly strengthened by this new addition to its ranks. 

There is very little doubt tha·t the voice of Zimbabwe, a.t the United 
(.) 

Nations, will be a power~l 011e in favour of economic and political 

independence for all people, irrespective of ideology. It will also, 
and complex econmic 

I think, be a strong voice and influence against the subtle/neo-

colonialism of the multinational corpora.tionso Zimbabwe with its 

important strategic chrome deposits on which the United States 

depends, is itself going to have to do some pretty delicate Md 

tough negotiating to get for itself a .fairer share of the proceeds 

from i ta minera,l resources which, in a.ddi tion to c,hromium include 

sizeable deposits of gold, asbestos and coal. And tomo:rrew when Mr. 

Robert Mugabe speaks for Zimbabwe at the opening aauxm of the 
Special 

llth/Smxj]I Session of the U.N. General Assembly the question of 

the exploitation of his country's mineral resources and how the 

proceeds are shared is bound to be on his mind, whether he mentions 
~k 

it directly or not. I rather hspect that chrome (W8W one of' the 

matters which must .... come p h u M b a""'" u wen wr. uga. e mel~with U.S. 
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e-hk~ 
Administration officials in Washington l .-etJ1eP. And 

those officials will have -w.& ihe good sense not to 

we must hope 

try anj sort 
own 

of press-ure tactics on Mugabeo Men who have libera,ted their/countries 
.:..~ 

through the barrels of guns, and who ha.ve then had their power 
accept _ 

confirmed by way of the ballot box as well, do not/iau being 'lee.med 

on• o They tend to react strongly to pressureo I think Dr. Henry 

Kissinger• s failure to unde:estand this central fact Ted to his 

failure to achieve any sort of successh.l in his diplomatic efforts 
in general and Africa in particul.ar 

in the Third Worldj and his failure was, of course, his country's as 

well. Andrew Young, who under•tood this oe:ntral fact, tried to 

reverse the Kissinger approach; but businass interests in the United 

State.a as well as in Britain and West Europe, sou ttled Andrew Young. 
--

Anyway, this Special session of the U.N. is concerned primarily with 

the world's economli.c problems and the Third World vall for a new 

international economic order is bound to be the key is·sue. Already, 

at a press conference at U.N·. headquarters on Saturday, the current 

chairman of the Group of 77 (which is now m~ch lerger in number) has 
richer 

warned tha1: -fl' the/developed countries resisted Thi:ra Wo~1.d efforts 

to bring about changes in economic relations, the developing 

countries will strike back. He did not spell out what retaliatory 

action the Group of' 77 would take, but he did say the Group Gf 77 

"is not negotiating from a position of weakness" o So it looks like 

being a week of fireworks at the United Nationa wi "th the pressure 

for the re-ordering of economic relations between the rich and the 

poor of -the earth at the centre of things. This clash comes at a 

particularly difficult time for the eapi tali st west because capi tali en 

itself is in deep crisis. But 

times of crisis. For instance 
stick by which we can 
Europe o Goodnight measure 

radical change usually takes place in 

Poland today is an almost classic yard­
the changang face of communism in East 
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l) Politics & Security 
2) 4t1 i4 A , : i J Mer egemen t --& t'bn !la: t ex &ejL 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
August 22, 1980, 6ol0pom 

Cood evening: There is a strange sort of madness that hits most 

poli ticiana when election times draw near. Men and women who are 

normally reasonable and calm and bs,lanced and who normally see at 

least two sides of a question,suddenly become so blinkered and so 

prejudiced and so intoleralit as to become dallgerously negative and 

destructive. And for us in Jamaica where there has been a sort of 

permanent election campaign going on, this madness has become 

very widespread and has tended to do harm to most, if not all,of 

the key institutions which underpin the stability of the society. 

At one time or another, almost all our instutitions have been made 

into partisan political footballs, to be kicked around by this side 

or that. At one time or another the churches have been attacked by 

one party and defended by the other. When the JLP was cri tica.l 

of the churches, the PNP defended: when the PNP was critical the 
security 

JLP defended. The same has happened with the/•Elwxm:ri forces, our 

institutions of law and justice, the new• media. When the one side 

criticises,jthe other side defendso And one often gets the impressio1 
~J.i 

that the defendin~, whichever it is, usually defends because the 

other side has attacked. ~e most important consideration, it 

often seems, is not 
I 

C,-t.. 

whether what is being said is right or wrong, 
rJf' 

whether the crit\am is valid or not, but rather l is a kind of auto-

matic tit-for-tato If the :>ne side says 'this is wrong•; the other 

said says •no, it is right'. Thia is of course within the nature 

of our brand of ~dversary poli tios where one side is there specific- · 

ally to oppose what the other side does and stands for. It is in 
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the very nature of our poli tic\ s of the 'ins' and the •outs8 that 

thei main business of the 'outs• is to bring down the 'ins• and to 
without 

replace them. And to do, this without violence and/disorder this brand 

of poli tic•s is usually based on a number of wri tteb and unwritten 

assumptions and understandings. And one of the key assumptions is 

that the fundamental institutions •Of the society would, a s far as 

possible, be insulated from narrow partisan electoral politics. The 
, for instance, 

l aw/and the agencies of the law - the courts, · the aecuri ty forces -
be 

should/and should be seen to be above partisan politics. 13ut what 
does the 
mmxpam~ society do, what can it do, when the politicians and the 

12,,, 

political parties seem ~ermined to drag these institutions into 
' s 

partisan electoral politics? Clearly, if these fund~mental insti tutior 
campaigning . 

are divided along partisan lines during electionp the chances of 

having such elections free from violence and disorder are greatly 

reduced. So the greatest servic~ur two parties can do the elective 

. parliamentary process at this time is to cool it when it comes to 

these fundamental 1nsti tutions, especially the security forces. Stop 

playing poli tio•s with the security forces. Let them get on with the 

job. And where there are complaints of irregularities and of harass­

ment of citizens let these be dealt firmly and quickly and in accord­

ance with the rule f law. Aud in the light of some recent complaints 

it might be very useful for those commandin.g the seouri ty forces to 

give clear and specific instructions on how the fore• should deal 
I 

, t . 
with the citizenry. And it might be useful for all r8i_ding parties 

inclilde · , ~ k 
to/JUIX• one officer or non-commissioned officer whose job i:::ir to 

report any illegal behaviour on the part of any member of the raiding 

party. The important thing is to keep partisan 

out of the work of our security forces at this 

electoral politics 
~s~~. 

especial.l.1 • Goodnight 
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~e Politician & the .Press: 
Mr. Seaga &: the Jl3C 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
August 20, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: RelR.tions between the Lea.der of the Opposition and 

the Jamaica Broadcasting Corporation have been bad, and deteriorating 

~ver since the PNP gained power in 1972. Of late, however, those 
unpleasant and 

relations have reached such a low point and have taken such 8ll / 

ominous turn that I think there is serious need for the community as 

a whole to think again about the relations between the politician 

and the press. After all, if the JLP were to win the next election 

Mr. Seaga would become the next .Prime Minister. Given his descriptio1 

of the JBC as a •sewerptt• - not the 'cess,it' into which so m~1. 
turn rl&r1r1) on 

from a certain quarter of the media are trying to/Dl&k• hisWoweip41ton, 

rot . 
hat 1s he likely to do a.bout the JBC if he were to become Prime 

He has not told us but a reasonable 
Minister?/ U. e:ssumption must be that he would want to 'clean out 

the eewerpit' which could mean a wholesale firing of those now seen 

as being the •propaganda arm• of the PNP. And if this were done, 
tha t for 

how would it square with such JLP slogans as/'Equal Rights and 

Justice•? How would it aqua.re with t he promise of no victimisation 

under a JLP regime? And what could any Parliamentary Opposition of an~ 
political complexion 

/ really expect from a group of journalists who see their jobs and 

their livelihoods,and in some cases, their ability to remain in their 

na tive laird-,":, threatened if that Opposition were to gain power? In 
the journalists 

a sense/tia•x•m••:.t involved a.re A.lmost forced into hostility to 

such an Opposition out of a sheer sense of survival. And this, 

logically, brings us to the question of the involvement of the 

journs.list in what goes on in the society• the question of the 

journalist taking a stand on th issues, and the trickier questions 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

of bias and of objectivity. One of the main charges levelled 
JLP is that 

age.inst the JBC by the/fi~ntta of bias. The trouble is that 

the same charge of bias could be levelled at each and everyone 

of our major media houses. Indeed, we are, all of us biassed to 
We all h9.ve preferences, choices, :points of view. 

some degree or other./That is part of being human • .And since 

journalists are human beings they are bound to haV"e the same sort 

of biases as are found in the rest of the society. What those who 

level the charge of bias usually mean is that they disagree with or 

dislike that particular bias: but they make it sound as though having 

a bias is in itself wrong. And yet those who do make these charges 

of bias are themselves among the most biased in the society. I 
that the 

think/judgement of/~ JBC£Daily News poll in 
b' 

which !7majority found 
JBC treatment 
qpaxd of the neww acceptable ia much nearer the mark than the 

JLP charges of bias. Indeed, the poll says a majority of JLP sujporte1 

approved of the J:BC. The question is: Do we have one se; of standards 
,say, 

for/the JBC because it is government-owned and another set of 

standards for, say, the Dail; Gleaner, because it is privately owned? 
this double-stendard? 

And whyf Is i* pa.rt of a campaign to neutralise th~ pubiicli_-owned 
~ 1Clt ~ ~~es"ts-it Stm'.S 

media in order to try and keep the privately-owned media{ in the 

ascendency? Do not forget 1 t is only now, after eighteen years of 
L really 

independence, that the Jamaican new~edia is jsut~ginning to/give 
to the Jamaican people, and therefore \rounded 
anu:td~XJUJ(pllXDD a varied, many-sided/picture of what goes 

on in the world and in J amaioa. We ~o not even have just one set of 

opinion polls anymore. And the greater the variety 1the bettero Now, 

relations between the politician a.nd the journalist have always 

been tricky and difficult and uneasy in our .tind of .mul ti-.pa.rty 

parliamentar y democracy with i_ys concept of the press as the Rourth 
, ~®~~s 

Estate. And it haa required lmutua! respect from both politician and 
journalist for press freedom to continue. the day the politician 
dominates and terro~iees the journalist that freedom will die. A 
would-be Prime Minister must understand~~ ct. Goodnight. 
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1) After the Garvey Ceremonies 
2) Poland: the Challenge of Change 
3) New Moves in Middle East 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
J!""'or broadcast on Monday 
August 18, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The weekend news, both here at home was well as in 

many other parts of the world - especially those parts where you 
! 

find concentrationapf black folH - was dominated by the ceremonies 

honouring the 93rd anniversary of t he birth of Marcus Garvey. One 

re a son a bly a ccurate conc.lusion to draw from what went on here at 
over this weekend 

home/is that there is now far too much hard informat:j..on available 

on Garvey for any of the would-be manipulators to get away with 

using Garvey's name and Garvey'~ words in dishonest and self-serving 

ways. Manipulator s and would-be manipulators can only misinterpret 

al, d twist and distort im a climate of ignorance or where there is :not 

enough factual inforrua.tion readily availableo Where the information 
the 

i s freely available the light of/truth of a matter will always 
any attempt at 

outshiue/the darkness of nrnnipulative dishonesty on tha t particular 

matter.. And so it we.a with t he Garvey ceremoniea. over this weekend. 

Other items of weekend news worthy of nete are, first, that polti tica: 

ly intriguing wave of str ikes in Pol and; andr econd, t ha t gathering 

of 13 Islamic ste.tes and the PLO a.t Casabl8llca in Morocco to plan 

a response to the Israeli declaration tha t Jerusalem is the 'eternal 
news 

c a pi ta.1' of t he ii:11w:tsk state of Israel.. The western/media, and 

indeed the foreign ministries of most Western powers, have been 

watching the unfolding and the expanding of the wave of Polish 

strikes with almost obsessive interest. Does it mean a crack in the 

mythical communist monolith? I~ it the beginning of the end of 

communism? A break, perhaps, from Soviet domination? "Proof, perhaps, 
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that eommunisrr4 is not the superior economic system that its supporter 
,s /t-

claim for it? That like capitalism it, too, is subject tp periodic 

economic ·crises? All very interesting and intriguing questionso 

The one good t hing that h as come out this time around is that there 
from some western quarters 

haa been no reckless incitement/for the Polish people to rise up 

against their rulers. It was this kind of incitement during the 

Hungarian uprising of 1956, when HungariBlls were led to believe that 

Western forces would come to their hel~, which led to their bitter, 

almost suicidal resistance and ultimately, to their brutal suppressio: 

by Soviet and Warsaw Pact forceso The Hungarian protests might have 
. 1. /..w--t; '\i.>-( 

taken a: different and less -oloody turn if the people had not been 

led to believe that the West, in the form of t he United States, would 

come to their aid. There was, of course no such aid and vast numbers 

of Hungarians ltid were killed. The Polish strikers do no·t run that 

J:•isk this time around. They a.re not trying to overthrow the regime; 

t hey are ju~t tryiug to make it more respon-aive than communist 

regimes have hitherto been to certain notions of civil liberties. 
straight economic 

What b~gan as/strikes now include demands for an end to press censor-

ship and the right to for m independent ·trade unions. lildieations aee 
1 

t hat the Polish government will negotiate these delil ands. ~ And so, 

inevitably, communism will, however m1willingly, be ,caught up in the . b,u..,r 
process of change, In t heory communists know this: in practice . -

especi ally in Ea stern 11.'urope - t hey have tended to resist any change 

which they did not themselves initiate a.nd contro~. But the dynamics 

of change will not be denied, whatever the social and political syste~ 
cef .fsfo __ ,141.., ·c. StQ.-te.~ 

The Casablanca meeting , could agree on a p l an to impose sanctions on 

any cotm try which supports Israel• s poai tion on J erut1llem. And oil 

would be the moat effe ctive tool" So what will the Western powers do? 

Goodnight 0 
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1) Storm Damage 
2) Politics of Disaster 
3) Carter Remominated: Kennedy the Victor 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
August 15, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: This week, here at home at least, ends as it began, 

with national pre-occupation on the damage done as Hurricane Allen 

passed some forty miles to the north of Jamaica. La test estima tes 

put the storm damage at well over $155-million, with the farming 

community of the island being hit hardest. But already the small 

farmers all over the country are back on the hills and in the 

valleys picking up the pieces and putting the ravaged land back 

into use. So life will go on and we will produce. :But so much has 

been mashed up that we will start feeling the shortage in a few 

months time. It is important for our planners to make careful 

provision for the coming period of shortage. One of the uglier 

aspects of the storm and its aftermath was that some among us could 

not even resist the temptation to play partisan politics with 

disaster. There surely must be limits beyond which we will not 

push the party poli tioal point-scoring business. I think it is up 

to the Jamaican people to define those limits and to reject those 

who go beyond those limits. If the Jamaican people do not themselves 

do this then the business of playing partisan politics with disasters 

could easily lead to the politics of disaster. And only those who 

are determined to carry down J amaica can benefit from that. So 

insist on the obearvetion of those limits on pain of being rejected 

at the polls: it is a most powerful argument. But in spite of all 

the messengers of gloom the week was not all negative. And the 

single moat positive development of the week was yesterday's 

announcement by the Venezuelan Ambassador to Jamaica of the coming 
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into force of' the arrangement under whioh Jamaica and eight other 

countries in the region will get their oil from Mexico and Venzuela 

at special rate by which they will pay only 70% of the prevailing 

market price, with the other 30" being allowed them as low-interest 

developmental loans with very special and favourable terms. So all 

those Jeremiahs who saw our search for a new economic order as a 

pipjdream will have to do a little choking. 1be new economic order 
9 

is in the making, And make no mistake about it, all the soft-pedallin 

or scoffing in sections of the media cannot and will not alter this. 

It will not always come with drama and flourish as when we got that 

tanker-load of Nigerian oil or as in yesterday's announcement. More 

often the gains will be small and slow and perceptible only to those 

who look closely and carefully. We will see tra.ding links bypassing 

the metropolitan cout}tries and we will see new patterns of co-oper­

ation and assistance. And all these will add up to that new economic 

order in the making. But it is going to take time and effort: that 

is the way i .t is wl th all real change. The one sure thing is that 
when 1 t comes 

there will be a new economic order one day, end/Jamaica will have 

played a pround part in its making. And on the American scene, Mr. 

Jimmy Carter was last night re.nominated as the Democratic Party• s 

candidate for a second-term in the November 4th Presidential election 

But though Carter got the nomination, the real victor of that 
t 

convention was Mr. Ed.ward Kennedy who came out of 1 t,s es the stronges 
/ 

man in the Democratic Party. If Mr. Certer were to win in November 

or if he were to lose, Kennedy would in either case be his logical 

and most powerful successor and the candidate for 1984. The Kennedy 
campaign, and the Kennedy platform, which Carter bad to accept last 

night, were all designed, not for the 1980 election but for 1984. 

And from that pe,spective Edward Kennedy hes come out the clear 
victor. Goodnight 
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;) f~~ ; 'H t:--L~e.- to O}l.~ 

~ National Heroes & Electoral Politics 
,2,t, Ke11n • .t., E§J Ure 8f'9:1i1H!·r :·J t ; dB:4 

NEWS COMM:l!!NTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
August 13, 1980, 6ol0p.m. 

first 
Good evening: A bust of M.a.rcus Garvey, Jamaica' a/National Hero 

and the universally honoured pp0neer of African freedom, is to be 

unveiled this Sunday in the Hall of Heroes of the Or88Jlisation of 

American States, in Washingtom D.C. capital city of the United 

States of Americao One of the ironies of the siting of the Hall 

of Heroes of the OAS in the American capital is sharply highliglkted 

by this honouring of Marcus Garveyo For it was the Government of 

the United States that hounded and persecuted Garvey most bitterly. 

Indeed, very few, if any, La tin American and Caribbean heroes in the 

struggle for political and economic independence for their countries 

found favour, let alone support from the United States in their 

lifttimeso Most, in fact, met open hostility. The hostility to 

Garvey was particularly strong and bitter because he exercised such 

a considerable influence on black Americans: and his influence on 

black Americans was immediate an d direct and was seen as an immediate 
So they turned on him with legal sava~ery. 

and direct threat by the American establishment of the time./ After 

Garvey American blacks, as indeed blacks elsewhere in the world, 

never again accepted the prevailing racial Iatues which had been 

imposed on them. And the price he paid was American imprisonment 

and a premature death at 53 in lonely self-imposed exile. Most 

politicians only begin their political careers at fifty: Garvey's 

was all but ended by then. But how much he crammed into that 

comparatively short political life. Anyway, it is surelj time now 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

for the Organisation of American States to think seriously about 

re-siting its Hall of Heroes in a location which is not seen as 
economic 

the centre from which United States/•anri:w:a:ilEt and political 

domination of the region ha.a been traditionally directed. So why 

not, for instance, Mexico City, as the site for the Hall of Heroes. 

If spirits eould vote then I am sure that Garvey, (and the Latin 

American Heroes) would opt for Mexico City or some regional site 

other than Washington D.C. Until it does make such a move there will 

be many who will continue to see the OAS as still dominated by neo­

colonialist thinking. This is the cha,llenge posed by the OAS 

honouring of Marcus Garveyo And here on the homefront our politician: 

and our political parties had better be very careful about how they 

use Garvey's name in their electioneering. Neither party has any 

special claim on the use of Garvey n~e; and to use that name in a 

deceptive and dishonest way is to debase and belittle it for self­

serving pprposes: and that is disreputable. Indeed, it might be 
the society and agree GR' 

sensible for/u to work out/some code by which National Heroes will 

not be used in electoral politics. One difficulty is that two of 

our ffational Heroes were the founders of our two major political 

parties. But I think we ean still leave all the others out of na?·row 

electoral politics. The PNP cannot talk about its past and its 

policies without referring to the Right Excellent Norman Manley: by 

the same token the JLP cannot telk about its past and policies with­

out referring th the Right Excellent Sir Alexander Bustamante. And 

if they have to refer to any of the other National Heroes then they 

must do so in contexts which will unite rather than divide the socie~ 

That is how wise nations engage their national heroes in the building 
of unt:ty, tradition and commitment to land and peopleo Goodnight. 
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1) Disgr·aceful Behaviour at Lucea Centre 
2) Political Intolerance & the Constitution 
3) Hanny Williamd Remembered 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
F~r broad.cast on r:Ionda.y 
August 11, 1980, 6ol0p.m 

·-
Go c d f.~vening: Reports c f what h a ppened at the Lucea Eur ri1;mne 

P.·elief Centre on ~:ciday night during the c.1LP tour led by the Leaner 

of the Opposition are conflicting~ ~xibt 6ne side nhargmBg that :tka 

a number of peQ:ple working at the Centre as volunteera were attacked 

by mambers of the JLP touring Ps..rtyo 'l.1he other side denies this 

and makes the counter-charge tha.-t its supporters wera A.ttaekedo So 

the matter of who nttacke c. whom is most like ly to be resolved in a 

Court of L::i.w·. Phys~cal a s sault, physicfll a·tta ck is a ma tter for 

our courts and should be de alt with at that 1-.:-)vel. nut there are 

other aspect:.:1 to ·thia matter which I think we need ·to t hink about. 
sheer 

First, there .is i;he skDa fact of the/downright disgI·aceful nature 

of wh9.t ha.:p:pe11ed. Here you have a. group of some ~100 Jam a icans in a 

r e liof centre b~caase theJr wE,re rendered honw less by Hurricane 

Allena The <!entre is t here to give them fill ·the comfort imd support 

possible at a. v-ery t-rying time., A reasonable a ssumption is that 

these people a1 .. e t oo distressed ar.:d disturbed to vrnnt ·k be either 

polj_ ticised or politically agi tatect; a r e asonable assumption is 

thn,--t; they wtmt to be accorded all t h e privacy possible in very 

difficult ci1·curustances. 2.1hey have ·t;o put up with visiting parties 

ar1d irlspectio1 s an d the like because they have no choice; they a.re 

not in their own homeso :But even tho-u.gh they are at t:b.e receiving 

end of a ssistance, they do expect Borne consideration and some show 

of reepec t imd ieeling f rom t h ose who Coi.ie v-isi ting rmd inspecting; 

they are not, Hfte,r e.11, beggars but taxpaying ci •cizens cf a free 

and oper1 society .. And I think it waa an utterly shameful disgrace 
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politica;i. 
that they should have ha.d this ugly partisan/trllbli.lism inflicted 
It fill we.~ . .. a s.how of' disrP.epect for themo 
or, them~/-~ d this wa,s supposed to be in the ne.me of a n.on-partiaen 

approach to help and relief for those who have sufferedo If our 

touring poli tici8lla cannot d.o better then we had better either stop 

these so-called non-partisan tours or else restrict them so severely 

th.e,t they cannot be repeated with other of our fellow citizens in 

distress. Lik~ it or not, the fact is that if you did riot have that 

JLP tour you would not have had Slla:t Friday's disgraceful and shame­

ful incident at the Lucea Hurricane Relief Centre. Then there is 
s 

the other A . .)l_tpect of this matter which hRs impor1;ant Constitutional 
\ 

implications 9 and that is the matter of the political affiliation 

of the people in charge of Lucea Relief CentrA. A JLP leader in the 

touring party was reportedly 'amazed' to :find a. w~ll-knowm WPJ 

activist as manager of the Lucea Relief Centre and with others also 

in resposible positions. And the gen tleman said h e would protest 

to the National Relief Commi tte ADd urge tha.t such persons be removed 

Now, th~re is not a word in the Jamaican Constitution which enshrines 

either the JLP or th~ P.NP as the only legal or legitima te or accept- . 
Indeed, ·the JEl.maican Cons ti cu tion does :not .merd;ion _poli ticalfartii 

able political parties in this coun try~/The Constttution does not 

invest one kind of J amaican with more human righ1Bor more political 
or more free-speech rights 

righ1B or more social rights/than any other kind of Jamaican. So I 

would advise JLP spokesmen in pA.rtieu lAr to check the constitution 

to ensure that they do not advocate the de.nial of its rights and 

responsibili ttes to any section of the Jamaican cornmUDi ty or to any 

individual. The rights it enshrines are for each and everyone of uso 

And finally, to all the glowing tributes paid to Ranny Williams I 

just want to add the word 'gen tleness 1 .. He was one of the two or 

three most gentle human beings I have ever met. Goodnight. 
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1) Cleaning Up After Al.len 
2) Only Beginning of Hurric~..ne Season 
3) Of Murder & the Knowledge of Murder 

N.EWS COMME.7\f TAR Y 
For broadcast on Friday 
August 3, 1980, 6 . ., lOpom 

Good evening: After t~ passing of the storm comes the tSme for 

cleaning up, a:r1d much of this coming weekend will be devoted to 

just thato And then there· is the final tally to be made of the 

damage. The preliminary estiJnates we have had so far must be seen 

as just that: preliminary estimates. I think the final tally will 

be very mueh higher, particularly in agriculture. And if the losses 

in our own meek of the woods are anything to go by then the small 

farmers, in par •ticular, will have suffered the most grievous losses. 

Food crops, :food trees, have all been flattened. And this, let us 
at 

r1ever forget, is only/the beginning of the Hurricane Seaso:m, and 

Allen was indeed the very first hurricane of the season. There is 

still the rest of August and September and October ahead of us. So 

while we are grateful that the storm is past and the damage, though 

severe, is not as dreadful as it could have beem, we must not relax 

our guardo 1'he interuational weathe1' experts hAd predicted that 

this could be a yea:r of unusual hurricanes. There are many of us 
ha,..-e 

who/lrd come to believe that the Almigh1y would somehow protect us 

from the very worst ravages of such storms, precisely because we 

have be~n spared for so many years. Indeed, even the final slight 

tarn away from us of Allem lends support to this belief. But the 

old saying haa it that the Lord helps those who help themselves. So 

we must help our blessing and our good luck along by being prepared 

throughout this predictedly unusual~ hurric-ane seasomo One of the 

best things to have come out 80 far wa~ the way in which the McGregor 
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Gully atood up to the strains of the he:ayy rain this time aroundo 

Repor ·ts are ·that we did not have the terrible flooding of earlier 

years. So thei·e are some thir1gs that w~ are doing righto The importan 

thing now is to l>e a13 well prepared a.a possible for the next time -

while praying a:.1 ha.rd as we can for there t ,:> be no next time o 

And while we h'lvo been understfUld9.bly preoccupied wi ·th Hurricane 

Allen ov-er the past few deya, the reat of th3 world has been going 

about its busin,,sa as usual. In the United Sta tea the Billy Carter­

Li byax1 connec ·tion continues to cause :problems for ?.resident Carter 

and his hopes of being re-elected for e. second term. Thia is 

definitely no wa·tergate-type illegality in which the President is 

involved, as was the case with. Mr . Nixono ~But the .American news 

media seems deter 11.ined to make a .Presidential scandal ·out of it • 

.And there are Republicans like Mr • .Robert Dole, who has been describ~ 

as a poli tioa.l hatchetman, who a.re d••ermined to milk the issue for 

a,ll the poli tioal 1nileage they can get out of it. And so the Deip.ocrat 

ic Pa:i.:, ·ty' s Nolilinating Convention will open in New York on Monday 

with President Carter very much embattled ·because of the deeds of his 

bro thero From Zimbabwe came ·the startling new• of the a.rrest for 

murder of a very senior Minister of Mr . Robert Mugabe's party and 

governrnen t. He waa accused of murdering a whi ·te far.mer o And from 
country' a 

Israel ca.me reports of the resignation of the/Seouri ty Chief, 

reportedly because he was unha.ppy about the investigation into the 
,one of whom died, 

bom·bi:ng attacks on two West Bank A:!'ab mayors/a couple of months ago. 
knows 

One news story has it that Mr. Begin/·the identity of some of those 

responsible for the attacks and hes done nothing about it. The 

Zimbabwe story hail received by far the bigger play in the Western 

neww media; but the BBC has helpef to ~~-ve the story out of Israel 

a world audienceo What comes of these two stories of murder and the 
knowledge of murder is bound to be political dynamite 0 Goodnight 0 
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Inde.pendenoe Day, 1980 

NEWS COMMENTilY 
For broadcast on Monday 
August 4, 1980 , 6 . l0p. m 

Good evening: And I hope tha t the Independence weekend , and this 

eighteenth Independence Day, have been as peaceful and as happy as 

possible for you and yours . Who would have thought , on Independence 

Day this time last year , that the ugly political violence would have 

been escalated to the level we have witnessed during the course of 

this year? And. who would have thought that the targeted victims 

would be old women , like those at Eventide, and young women rp1d 

children? And what are we to say of the young men , the participants 

in the viol ence aa we l l as the victims of the vi olence , who have 

died in such large numbers during the course of this year? If , as a 

society , we had done a better job , the drive and the energy and the 

ingenuity an d the native toughness of these young men might have been 

channell ed into creative and productive uses, instead of into the 

deadly Jnulbauxafx g politically mani,pul ted business of destroyi:n. 

life and property . In this sense we , as a society , have failed . 

But ou:t failure was compounded and connived at by many forces , both 

local and elsewhere , who would not leave ua alone to get on *ith what 

is in My case , and would be in My case , the very painful business 

of reordering our national priori ties . Change has never been easy; 

and the kind of changes we wanted to bring about, and the pace at 

which we wanted to bring them about , were bound to disturb ant to 

shake-up and to unsettle and to provoke resistance . Thia , I think , 

moat of us expected. What I think we did not ex.peat , and what I think 
s-

must have come as something of an unpleasant sur_prise ' waw the depth 
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and the .intensity and, at times, tlie unscrupulousness of the 

resistance to change. There were those who were prepared, as part 

of their resistance, to undermine the national economy end the 

national po,11 tical system itself. And this, coupled with our own 

failures and shortcomings, has meant that the price of .~hange has 

come very high indeed, much higher than it really need have been. 

And I think most of the Jamaican people know this •. They know there 
up 

are those who are prepared to mash/our democracy if they cannot 

control or manipulate it; they know there are those who are prepared 

to mash up the economy 11' they are not in charge of it. Not all 

Jamaicans know this: but a majority do. And 1 t has taken th.at majori tj 

all of these eighteen years 01' our political independence to come ; 

fully to this knowledge. ,And eighteen years is a long time in the 

life of a single individual; but it is a very short time indeed in 

the life and in the at.fairs of a nation. And national awareness and 

national self-realisation are perhaps the hardest lessons individuals 

learn and take the longest time to learn. They are abstractions in 

the hard world of the daily struggle for •ood and work and a. place 

to shelter; and God knows how hard ~he struggle f~r food and work 

and a place of shll*er is for most Jamaicans today. And yet, without 

those abstractions of national awareness and national self-re.alisatiori 
I • 

and persone.l individual pride in these we would not be much better 

than the beasts ot the field. 'lhis is why~ our children up and 

down the land celebrate today; why old and youn~ in their homes, in 

their rumshops and beer joJnts and in their picnic outing.a celebrate 

today; why, in spite of all our difficulties and harships, in spite 

of all the strains pressures, Jamaicans who do not know each other 
~ 
Land feel a warm glow. So happ• eighteenth,f1! In~iendence Jamaica, and 

peace and love .. , ._. Goodnight 
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l) Independence Weekend 
2) Cooling the Violence 
3) The Economics of Survival: the CEOs 
4) Press Freedom under Attack 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
bpB*aa&cast on Friday 
August l, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: So another long Independence weekend ma on us once 

again: the weekend, this time, of the eighteenth anniversary of 

Jamaican indpendence. It has been a very hard Md a very rough 

year between this time last year and now. But we have survived, 

Despite all the prophesies of doom and disaster, of bankruptcy and 

collapse, Jamaica has survived. We have survived the break with 

the IMF; and we have survived the disapproval and disfavour of those 

who felt we had no business to make the break. We have had a 

terrible an.d orchestrated battering from the foreign press, and it 

has hurt us particularly badly in tourism, and the hurt continues 

to this day, but we have not collapsed and old tourist trade has not 

collapsed. And, most important of all, Jamaica• s political democracy 

has survived. I think there are few political democracies in the 

world today which could have withstood the battering fia and the 

pressures this country hes taken and still remain a democracy. In 

spite of all the screaming and shouting to the contrary, the printed 

press in J amaica is probably freer than it is anywhere else in the 

world: indeed there have been ~imes when that freedom has been used 

as licence for the most negative and destructive campaign of sneerin, 
t}w1,,i~ 

and jeering a!~~• But the press has remained free; free L ' 

even to question Lthe r l ght of other sections of the media to enjoy 

and exercise the same freedom. Jamaica's political democracy proved 
1lis 

strong enough and healthy enough to encompass all 'Mast and more. 

And that is no mean achievement to hold up on the eve of this 
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eighteenth anniversary of Jamaican political independence. But 

the price has come high. Some people held the view that much of 

the violen·ce we are now experiencing was, in part at least, designed 

to try and toroe this _, Jamaican government to resort to repressive 

and undemocratic measures to put down the violence. If the government 

had done this its ori tics and enemies could then have turned on it 

and branded it a leftist dictatorship and called on .American support 

in a fight against such an alleged dictatorship. Whether those who 

hold this view are right or not should be settled one way or the othe1 

by what happens .from here on in the joint efforts of the two 

political parties to cool the violence. If both sides take these 

efforts seriously and work genuinely for political peace during the 

run-up to elections then the violence will cool. But it is a very 

big if. And there is no way that the parties can create a climate 

tor peace by using violent and threatening and menacing language. So 

if they are 'serious we will see it first in the easing of the violent 

language. And remember, Jamaicans, not Americans or anybody else will 

do the voting and the electing when the time comes: so keep the 

campaigning Jamaican. :But al though we have ma.intained our political 
even begun to 

democracy intact, we have not yet/axmi achieve~ economic democracy. 

J amaica has never had economic democracy and this is indeed oneof 
at the heart of 

the key issues/t:11 the present struggle over who should control the 
power 

economy. Just as political democracy means that political/is derived 

from the people; so economic democracy must mean that economic power 

is also derived from the people. The Community Enteririse Organisa tio~ 

are the first faltering step in that direction: they are ne:t:ther 

capita-1st private enterprise nor stateeowned; they are people-based, 
and the first step on the long herd road to economic democracy. 
Giving this legal effect is the moat hope:t\11rf,!'t11 anniversary present 
Jamaica•a political democracy can give( the J emaican people. Goodnigh t. 
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N.EWS OOMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
July 30, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: It is a terrible and tragic commentary on the level 

to which Jamaican partisan poli tica,t ha,ve sunk that it should be so 

difficult to bury that group of Jamaicans who died by the political 

gun over ~ fortnight ago. We are now into the situation where one 

group. of Jamaicans would deny honourable Christian burial to another 

group of Jamaicana on a particular Jamaican plot because of differing 

party poli tic,al loyali ties. Thia is ugly; this is sordid; this is 

nationally degra ding; a.nd I think that this is personally degrading 

to each and everyone of us who live in this country because it 

forces on us the notion of party political Apartheid in Jemaica. 

The idea of people living in separate and segregated areas; of 
segregated 

people dying in separate end/aKgJCatea areas; of people being buried cf 
the socio-political side 

in separa te and segregated areas - is at the heart of/ra,oism and ) 
all of 

racial segregation. This is how it is in/South Africa; this is how 

it is in much of the United States; this is how it is wherever people 

are artificially separated and divi~ from each other on grounds of 

race or colour or tribe or religion. An4 after being one of the very 

rare and shining symbols and examples to the world of a people moving 

-•~ consciously and delibera tely ••~x away from this particular 
now 

brand of human ugliness, we/have this business of one group of Jamaica 
of Jamaicans 

trying to deny another group/decent Christian burial because of 

party political affiliation. And this, let us face it, is party 

political Apartheid and is just as ugly and degrading of peo:ple as 

that brand of South African Apartheid which we all say we desest so 

much. And here in J r-uI1aica this ugliness is being wished on bla,ck 
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J i=,ma.icans by black Jamaicans. But this nasty business of trying 
deny 

to/J~ax!Udi those eleven Jamaicans a particular burial spot in their 

own country is the logical extension of the dangerously ugly notion 

of the particular and special and exclusive area in which only people 

belonging to a certain party and swearing loyalty to a certain 

leader can' live. The idea of this area ~•:i.JIB or that area being 

exclusive to PNP or JLP, being an area where only labourites or only 

comrades, can live, must lead, sooner or later, to the point where 
/ 

only this or that set of people are entitled to live or to eat or 

to send their children to school or to enjoy protection from violence 

or to have the right to a burial plot. The logical end of this must 
small each of 

be a. series of closed and embattled/societies in/which then is only 
strong-arm 

one overlord, a series of/henchmen, and an obedient and submissive 
, protection, 

community. In exchange for security/and the privilege of living in 

the community, the members of that community do as they are told. If 

they are told to ensure that nobody from any other community, no 

'outsiders', are to be allowed burial in a psrticular cemetry, they 
sought to 

obey unquestioningly. This was the type of society Jim Jones/fashion-
there in 

•• out/•1 the Guyana bush, and which, on his order, poisoned itself 

en ru a sse. ··· This is the logic of the closed ex2lusive community or 

society. In our case it is, I think, the logical outcome which must 

result from any intensification of the party political Apartheid on 

which some of us seem bent. This not the JAmaica most of us want. 

Most of us want a Jamaica in which every person, PNP JLP No-P is 

free to live and work and play anywhere they want to because the 

whole place is open to all of us; a Jamaica in which everybody has 

the right to a dignified burial after a free and dignified life. But 
all this will not just come : we must work for it against the forces 
that would create closed communities and closed society. Goodnight. 
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21) 2 Ba.d Omens for Upco!I!ing Elections 
) President Carter's Brother Billy 

NEWS COMMEN TARI 
For broadcast on Monday 
July 28, 1980, 6ol0pom 

G-ood evening: Three weekend events, and what they tell us, add up 

to a very disturbing portent of the shape of things to oome over the 

next three months or so. First, we had, early on Friday, the making 

public by the Bamaica Council of Churches a the guidelines it had 

drawn up for the oonducting of a peaceful, honest, feir and non-violen 

election campaign. And one of the great and welcome good things 

about these guidelines was the report by Archbishop Samuel Carter 

that the guidelines had been discussed with both the Prime Minister 

and the Leader of the Opposition, end had been accepted by both 

leaders. And we must assume that the acceptance of the guidelines 

by the leaders of both politic~l parties also means the acceptance of 

the guidelines by the political parties th•se two men lee.d abd ., 

therefore, by all the members of the two partieso And one of the 

injunctions of the guidelines to party leaders and candidates says, 

and I quote: "Remi.nd your supporters that we are e.11 brothers and 
into 

sisters; prevent your campaign from developing/%• violent confront-

ation; state publicly your a'bhorrenoe of violence ••• " That is a small 

part of the Churches' guidelines, endorsed by the two party leaders 

and made public early on Friday. But later on that same Friday 

Mr. Hugh Shearer, Member of Parliamer.t e..nd e. form.er Prime Minister of 

Jamaica, was injured in what was reported as a deliberate partisan 

political attack as he travelled through the town of Falmouth on his 

way to the JLP' s rally in Montego Bayo Reports say that it is only 

the sheerest accident that Hugh Shearer was not more grievously hurta 
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I think the Prime Minister spoke for most, if not all, Jamaican; of 

all parties and of no party, when he expressed his shook and outrage 

end his :profound relief that Mr. 3heerer was not seriously injured. 

But the fact remains that the attack did take place and Mr. Shearer 

was hurt. And also hurt in the town of Falmouth that Friday, and 

reportedly much more seriously, was a nine-year~olf little girl, an 

innocent little victim of the confrontationist violence which erupted 

us people drove through the town on their way to the Montego Bay 

re.llyo Xe this really how "brothers and sisters .. deal with each other 

on the very day of the announcement of 'the agreed--on guidelines? 

Elsewhere the guidelines say., and again I quote: 11 campa.ign speeohlla 

should a.void wild propaganda and attacks on personalities;oooppose 

intililidation and victimisatio:m; avoid character defamation of opponentE 

or supporters of opposing party" o end of quote on that section. And 

I think we must pose the question: How does this square with that 

''swwee pit" outburst of the Leader of the Oppoai tion against the 

journalists of the JBC on the same Friday on which the guidelines 

were ma de public? Do our parties and our political leaders really 

take these guidelines seriously? Or are they just to be used to try 

and neutralise the • other side 1 ? Please don't 15et me wrong. I do not 

think any journalist, or any media house for that m~tter, is above 

craticism: but there is ~ world of difference betw~n criticism and 
~o~ 

a menacing sm c-'l ar o And finally, and briefly ,7 Jdf one of those sudden 
and very v--

and dramatic/American revelations President Jimmy Carter's chances 

of being chosen as the :Oomocra tic Party's candidate for a second 
term ~ 
11au:11•~ • !ihe Affieric.m l?ieai.:¼ene~ seem to be collapsing·. Mr. Carter's 

brother Billy has just been exposed as having been a paid agent of 

a foreign power, ·~ha t power bein.~ Libyao Indications are that the 

Pres~dent might have known about~ and tne Democrats do not want a 
ce.n di"ate who ia sure to lose on a ~scandal ·, so watch this oneo GoodnigJ 

\,-
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1) Turning on the Gun Vimlence 
2) Foreign Press & Elections 
3) J0SQ41n1 bus Agreement 

NEW I COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Frid 
July 25, 1980, 6.lOp. 

Good evening: The political sun killings are stepping up again, after 

that all-too-brie:t lull wh1ch foll owed the joint call made by the 

Prime Minister and the Leader of the Oppoai tion. It would seem that 

those who heve the power to turn this ugliness ow or off a t will, have 

decided to make sure that none of us miss the point that they do have 

this power. For me this underscores the fact that these political 

gun-killings are neither senseless noi, stupid, neither random nor 
at will 

unplanned. You can only turn on and turn off/something which is 

highly organised, highly disciplined and highly controlled. So the 

fact that these killings were so drB111atically turned of1 ast weekend, 

and are now being turned on again, 1s confirmation, if such were 

needed, that there are those among us who would use this as part of 

partisan poli t1cal election activtty. Of course we have had elements 
violence 

of this/in our party politics all the time. But the thing that mede 
two-party 

our/~mauiuJ parliamentary democracy possible in the past was 

that those who controlled the parties and managed the campaigns always 

knew·· the limits beyond which not to go. They knew that to go beyond 

those limits was to do damage to the two-, party system end to demoorao/ 
recently, 

itself. And this, until/•n, they did not want to do, Md so our 

democracy flourished. Now, for tha t democracy to survive the parties 

must again be me.de to recognise the lim.i ts beyond which they dare no1 

go without destroying democracy 1 tself. And only an alert, unaf'Baid 

and clear thinking people can send that message to the pafJ18&i:Mae to 
their leaders Political terrorism must not be allowed _ · 

• th lvea and the future. Jamaicans about this responsibility to emee 
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Next, Jamaica'• man in Washington, J.mbassador Aftred Rattray, has 

~ ha,d to protest bitterly and angrily last week to that highly 
newspaper 

respected American tinancial/jamal "The Wall Street Journal" about 

an editorial in which 1 t was said, among other things, that Jamaica 

was tailing to JQ make interest payments on its foreign debts, an d 

was attempting to control newsprint, (which implies attempting to 

control the Gleaner). Mr. Rattray point out that he had protested 

against similar falsehoods three months earlier, in April of this 

:,ear. Some of you ins:, recall that I told you a ·t~ the time of the 

str9:llge s1 tuation in which the Associa.te.d Press wire service had sent 

a £•i~ of false or mis-infonnation about J amaica all over the United 

States and ell over the world, and when our men in Washington contra­

dicted it and asked for the source beoe.use the information was dllte­

lined Kingston, Al seid blandly that 1 t could not traoe who he.d sent 
highly respected 

ij this false information. Now, the thing is that/pa,pers like the 

New York Times and the Times of London and the Wall Street Journal, 

are usually very scrupulous in ensuring that they do not publish 

ta.lee in f ormation. When these papers carry misinformation a fair 

assumption must be the.t they have either themselves been misinformed 

or else that they are 'for higher political reasons• alliwing themselif 

to be used. And Washington has made no secret of its desire to see 

Manley defeated electorally. So this is part of that • snow job' the 

foreign press is doing on Manley and J amaioa• :But 1 t is the Jamaican 

people, not the foreign press or foreign governments, wh.o must and 

will decide the outcome of the upo.oming elections. Those who campaign 

overseas need to be reminded of this centre.l fact. And finally, 

yesterday's news of the agreement between the JOS and the Jamaica 

Minibus Association is the best news we have had on public trRbsport 

in a long, long time. Goodnight. 
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0 War Against Political Violence Steps Up 
) Growing Unemployment - worldwide 

43) Some Foreign Press Snow Jobs 
) The Haitian Refugees 

EWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
July 23, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening_: , The war against poli tioal gun violence - for tha.t 
~ l~ I~ 

is really , - is stepping up visibly, end that is a very good thing 

indeed. And it is particularly good to know that the Government is 

taking immediate steps to provide the security forces with increased 

fire power so that they can effectively counter the sophisticated 

new weapons now used by the political gunmen. There is still, of 

course,the question of why this ugly cancer was allowed to fester 

for so long before this kind of action was set in motion. But looking 

into this one will of necessity kave to wait until the killings and 

arson are stopped and a measure of peace and order return to the 

affected areas. So, without relaxing our gu.ard, we can look at other 

important matters as well. And unemployment is just about one of the 

single most important such other matter. And just to underscore th• 

fact that it is a worldwide problem, as well a.s a Jamaican problem, 

we had the new• yesterday that in highly developed and comparatively 

rich Great Britain there are now close on two million unemployed 

worker• and the figu.re is growing. And the Asian and African and 

West Indian communities will feel the pressure of this mounting 

unemployment most. But you also have a very highly developed 

unemployment assistance and social welfare programme. So the unemploy­

ed worker in Britain will be helped with his or her rent and will 

get enough unemployment pay to buy the basic necessities. In other 

words the unemployed worker is not just thrown on the scrap heap and 

forgotten. The society takes some responsibility for him or her. But 
the society also insists that if it can find a job for such an 
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unemployed person that person must teke the job. Thia way it ensures 

against- the 'free.ness mentality'. So the nearly two million unemployE 

in ,Britain will not be in the same brutal situation as our own 

unemployed. And the same pattern as i:n, Britain applies with slight 

variations in the rest of Western Europe. I run not sure that even 

Mrs. Thatcher's hardline Conservatives will d'1-.. to seriously cut 

Britain• a unemployment benefits. In the United States where unemploy­

ment is now in the region of eight million, and also growing, and 

where the blacks end other minori t6es a.re also getting the worse end 

of 1 t, there is not the s .e.me compassionate end comprehensive system 

of help and. relief as in Western Europe: but there are some relief 

measures, even though these tend to sap at people• a self-regard and 
aJ ~ ~ o5, ~ • 

self-respectf It is only in Third World countries that the society 

takes no responsibility for the unemployed. And this is perhaps one 

of the greatest failures of leadership. We could, for instance, have 

worked out systems where overtime is banned when unemployment reaches 

a certain level and where two or three men share one job in order to 

spread the little there is more evenly. That we have not even tried 

these things is a failure of leadership at both government and union 

levels. Next, moniitoring the foreign news on Jamaica right now reminds 

me of the •snow job' the 'foreign press• did nn Indira Gandhi before 

her last elections. The Old Men of the Janata, accordling to the 

foreign press, were going to wipe her out at the polls. Michael 

Manley is getting the same treatment right now. Another lee.der who 

is beginning to get this kind of treatment from the foreign press is 
of Western approval 

Zimbabwe• a Robert Mugabe. It seems the short honeymoon/is ending as 

Mugabe seems determined to do what he said he would. An*inally, I 

find myself disturbed and unhappy about the government's decision to 
send back the Haitians who lan ded here. The rea sons l-epe sound but what 
of the humanity? Goodnight 0 *rJ µ_ 
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l) Violence De-escalates 
2) Enumera ti. on Completed Successfully 

N.E:WS UOJYlMhl'i T.ARY 
For ·bro adcast on Monday 
July 21, 1980, 6o10p.m 

Good evening: lhe weekend brought us two _pieces of very welcome 

good news for Jamaica. First, we had the striking reduction in 

political gun Yiolence. This is not to sa.y there was no gun violence; 

just that it had ·been dramatically ~.e-escalatedo Remember the newE'pa.pe: 

head.lines ·chis time last week@?Reme>mber the rF.idic- reports of tha.t 

calculated and deliberate slaughter 1n Grecnich Town which shocked 

the ne.tion last Monday morning? Compared with that whe..t a quiet 

peP.ce:f\11 Monda.y morning we all woke up to today . And i tje-11 came 

because of that joint statement f'rom the Prime Minister anc. the 

and 
pass 
to/ 

calling 
Leader of the 0p11osi tion/m:aiiat for an end to the daily sa.ve gery by 

de-escalation 
poor Jemaican against :poor J ama.ican6 And the fact of thia/lla:Kaa.sia.ta:t 

of the political gun v~t~ after tha t call uua demonstra tee 

the.t it was poli tj cal[ in nature; that it was turned on politically; 

Rnd t h~,t it could be turned off politic.ally. I sa.y this beca,use 
and probably still are . and dcjnot those 

there were/x:ti:ii people who dicljnot/believe tha t there are/1'••~x• 
0-,;t-¾. ~ h,1 f 

[ who will use violence in thi~ brutal ard cynical ~anner to achieve 

their ends. It is this awareness thet this brand of poli tScal 

violence can be: turned or1 or off, Cl:'..'1 be stepped-up or reduced, at 

wj 11,wl'j ch instils s sense of foreboding, a sense of alarmed concern 

even a.s we welcome the easing of the gun "liolence over the weekend. 

There can be no real relaxation, r10 real relief, ur.til ·thia ugly 

thing is firmly banished from J amaioan political life. I still reoal 

how, in th• mid-1970s, the political gunmen went to ground whenever 

the security forces stepped-up their ar1 ti-crime activities, and then 
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reappeared a,s soon as the security operations were relaxed a little. 

So let us not allow our~elves to be lulled into a false sense of 
· sense 'Jj/ es long as 

security. There can be no real/security/am:ti:% this monst~rous beast 
rnanipula.ted end 

of political gun violence ca.n be/tu.rned on or off at e.nybody' s will. 

So stey on guardo I have no such reservations about the second piece 

of welcome news which was the comple t ion yesterday of the enumeration 

exerciseo I think we can now say with r easonable certa.inty the.t the 

electoral refonr, and enumer e. tion exercises hav e been mu.ch more 

successful than the most optimistic among us cou ld have hoped for. 

And to have succeeded in enumerating s omething over one million 

people between June 7 and July 20 is no mean achievement for which 

e.11 the people involved deserve great ere di to And so, a.s soon a.s 
te. 

all the ct.her steps are fi nally completed, the one-million-plus eligib:1 

,Jamaiin'an voters will go to the polls and decide, freely, what djrectio~. 

t he y went the country to ts,ke. :.i.·here is no r eason why the campaigning 

up to tha t . date should not be pe aceful and orderly: those who truly 

respect t h e right of the J anm.ican people, and only the Jamr-.:1can 
.-ft:tvt !\£_~ reet-

pe o :pl e , to deci de their own future, will showL:t::t by how they conduct 

t hemselves; those who do not will try t he taotics of terror and 

manipula.tion. The c a tch is tha t the Jamaicsn people can a.nd will 

judge fo r t hen-,selves. And just f or t he record, in the 1962 General 

}Uection there were 796,476 perso:c1s on the voters listo In 1967 the 
-

f i gure lia ·d dropped to 543,307; over a quarter of' a million less voters 

tha.n in 1962. Ths.t, you may r ecall, was t he period v hen everybody undeJr 

23 somehow lost .!their voting rights. In 1972' s election the number 

o f people entitled t o vo te stood a t 605,662; a smell increase of 

62, 000-plus over the 1967 listo In 1976 t he voters list shot up..,r to Lr 
,._ . \-\,...Q__ \! 0 leM \« 

~ 70,97t: •. An inc:-ease of o~er a quarter-million• And this time i-t··-wi ll 
one-million pluso Goodn1ght 0 
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'l'he Y.'ar Against Political Violence 

NEWS co~: ,El,l ·,Y 
For broadce..st on Friday 
J ul y 18 , 1980 , 6 ol0p. m · 

Good evening: Yesterday's joint ~all by the Prime minister and the 

Lea der of the Opposition ior an end to the savagery of the daily 

killing of poor J·amaican by poor Jamaican has, I am sure, the full 

support of the overwhelming majority of Ja.maic~nso We are 9 all of 

us, heart-sick of this terrible slauggter e.nd it is long past time 

that a stop is put to it. One of the obstacles has of course been 

the politics and the political manipulation of this dirty buaineseo 
cut 

Now that both national leaders have come/firmly and publicly and 

jointly against it we should see a visible de-escalation of the 

killingao If we do not see such a de-escalation and see it quickly, 

it will mea.n that both poli t1oa.l parties, and their leaders, are 

really out of control. And I, for one, do not thing that they e.reo 

I think one of the things which has tended to inhibit sharr and 

devisve action against politically motivated or inspired gun violence, 

has in fact been the fear that political capital migh t be ma.de of it. 

In this sense political considera tions have been allowed to over-ride 

nationa l security considerations. If action were taken, and if t hat 

action were seen, rightly or wrongly, to be against the one side the 

other side could e.lways mount a pro paganda. campaign~ We know that 

there are people who went to blarne all the violence on the one side; 

and they are alway s on the lookout for the 'evidence' that could be 

used to support what they want to doo And since both sides know that 

this is so, each is a l ways on guard to protect its flSJlkB and rear 

and on the look out for 'evidence' to use against the other'° Ar.d so 
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whenever there is an incident we have the flood of quick statements 

and counter-statement, the quick press releases, all of which are 
the 

more concerned with/scoring partisan political points than with the 

saving of human lives. And so that ugly business of the killed being 
~ 

seen primarily as PNP or JLP supporters, whicl:+ Robert Jray mentione 

here last night, becomes a sort of ·norma Being Jamaican and being 
de str oyfJd 

tin~ a human life/is suborninate to being the sacrficed party symbol. 

This is ugly and it is partisan politics carried to d:m gerously 

destructive extremes. Let us hope tha.t the joint c all by the two 
balance and steadiness 

leaders will bring some sort of/»lxlBJ11111xam:•s•11alima:u among the 

party loyalists. If it does not then things are bound to go from be.d 

to worse. But it is not only up to the leaders or the partieso 

Jamaica does not belong only to the parties and their leaders and thei: 

activist supporters. J rc:lmaica be longs to all of the two million-plus 

J amaicans; and they all have a share and a responsibility in the 

shaping of the ,Jamaican present and the Jamaican future. It seems to 

me tha t one of the designs of this ugly political terrorism that we 

are now witnessing is to frighten the Jamaican people into a state 
bewildered 

of/panic 1:tnd conf\lsion so that they would be preparect tosubmi t to 

anything for the sake of peace. The ,Jamaican people must not allow 

this to happeno ~ney must insist that t hose whom they have put in 

authority exercise that authority to bring the political violence ojaJ 

under control without the destruction of their democratic rights and 
we 

freedoms. And it can be done. I am ·not sure/Jmc even need a state of 

emergency to bring this abou t. There are other powers already in hand 

that can be used. Al.l we need i s t he 'N ill ou the part of the poli tioat 

directorate. The coming together of Lhe Prime Minister and -the Leader 

of the Opposition on this matte~ sMuld an d could ma.ke it t:hat much 
easier for the security forces to~mount a short and decisive all-out 
war on poli •tioal viole11ve and political gun crim9. So let it begin. 

Goodnight 
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Double Stende.rd. 
· ~ 1)The Politics of the 

· · , 7 2) Seretse Rhama ' 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadc(3,st om Wednesday 
July 16, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: Jams.ice.' s Parliament met yesterday to discuss and 

work out refinements to the special measures designed to deal with 

the dreadful gun violence - m~anly political - which now grips the 

nation. And the parliamen ta.ry Opposition we.a not there, did not 

attend. And so, of course, those who support the Opposition will be 

almost instinctively hostile to whatever decision the J amaican 

Parliament made. We say that violence, poli tica.lly motivated 

violence, is the greatest threat tha t this country faces at this time. 

And yet we cannot, or will not, close ranks to face this threat. We 

talk of the na.tional interest; we act out partisan interests. And 

this is not confined to one side only, or even to the political 

arena only. This double standard by which the pa.rty political 

interest~ or the special interest, or the class interest is projectea 

and put forward ea the na.tiona l interest is all-pervasive. · And so 

it becomes •normal' for this or that political party to become very 
andto issue strong stmlfents 

angry/ when 1 ts members. are gunned down or its buildings are burnt 
silent and 

out: and to be e.bsolutely/indifferent when the same thing happens 

to the so-called •other side'~ The other side is the enemy so you 

don't care what happens to them; indeed, t he misfortune and mistakes 

and setbacks suffered by 'the other side' a.re usually seen as a 

'good' thing for 'our side'. When the ghetto youth of the one side 

are slaughtered there is quiet, unspoken approval among the other 

side. And so it goes in other areas of our life tooo Take this 

sudden uproar over the proposed PNP publicity campaign on the Le a der 

of the Opposition which is being denounced in adv'iie,ce as a 'smeBJt __ ' 
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campaign. Leave a.side for the moment the f act that the PNP says 

it is not .going to bee. 'smear' campaign but instead a campaign 
still 

based on truth arid fact. The question/comes up ' where were all 
and decent and honest 

these latter-day apostles of clean/poli tic,fs basi1. on the ,sissues 

only, during that long period when the person and the character of 

the· elected Prim-e Minister of this country was smeared Md defamed 

and moqked at? Wh~re were they when some of our church leaders were 
I recall no waves of protest then. Why? 

villified and a.bused and mocked in a moat personal way?/ Here again 
• -· • ·-;r.:.--; 

we are u:p against that double standard which in effect says it is 

al~ ight to smear those with whom we disagree or disapprove of, but 

it is wrong to smear those with whom we agree or approve~ of o And 

so even those who were active in some earlier smear campaigns are 

now adopting the . pypocritical posture of moral disapproval~ The fact 

is that if a thing is wrong it is just wrong, no matter who does it 

or whose interests it serves. I think all smear camppaggs are wrong; 

but I do not think people who have condoned past smear campaigns by 

their silence or tacit approval or secret -ezfcouragement or open 

approval ha.ve any business to now turn a.round and lecture the rest 

of us on what bad things smear campaigns are. It seems to me that 

until we can cleanse Jamaican politics of this ugly and sordid double 

standard coping with our problems will conti.nue to be more difficult 

t .he.n it need be. And finally, and briefly, a \llord on the political 
pragmatic 

role of Sere tee Khama. He wa.s never the/political neutral that the 

wire service stories make h 1J"l out to beo He was a full and committed 
and respected he 

/ member of the African frontline statesj/partioipated in all their 
! 

deciAions despite the fact that his country was e~onomically dependent 

on racist South Africa. It simply meant he had to play his part with 

greater care and delicacy; and he did that superbly. He served Afrioe~ 

freedom with skill, wisdom and enormous dignity
0 Goodnight11 
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Political Gun Violence: 
Whnt is its Purpose? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
July 14, 1980, 6al0p.m 

Good evening: What are we to make of this latest political slaughte1 

in which seven people were killed in Greenwich ·Town yesterday 

morning, and four more i:r:i Jones Town this morning? Are these killingE 
party 

just an escalated continuation ef the/political violence which seems 

to have become a now regular . feature of ghetto life? Or is there 
' more to it? And if there is more to it, what is the point to it? 

What is the purpose of this stepped-up and highly organised killings 

with very sophisticated and very modern weapons? . And where are thesE 

weapons from? In the past, the poli tioel gunmen, and indeed the 

criminal gunmen, usually got their guns by stealing them from citizenE 

.who were licenoed to carry fire-arms, or else by disarming members of 

the policeo But these people usually .carried revolvers; they did 

not carry automatic or semi-automatic weapons or sub-macgine gunso 
• . C,I 1 -k,Jivj 5 

So yesterday's lkillere could not have got their highly sophisticated 

weapons from 5>ur local citizens. There :\las to be another source. 
weapons 

Could that source be the reports of/grmxdealings which have filtered 

through to us from Miami? Certainly, the qu~lity of the weapons now 

being used does suggest that this is more than the old-style 

political gunsmanship. In the old-style political gunmanship violencE 
' 

was some'times used to try a.nd change the political complexion of a 

marginal constituency. The one s;i.de would use force and the threat 

of force to drive the supporters of the other side out of the area 

and so ensure victory at the polls: this was a kind of gerrymandering 

by brute force. And some of us have tended to see the present violen<'. 
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in this light. :But is that really all there is to it? The pattern 

of the recent killings have caused many Jamaicans to think otherwise 
explanation so 

and to seek other expiaaaa:tmn:as And more and more the question has 

emerged of whether this latest and most brutal manifestation of 

political violence is not designed to make sure that we do not have 
have them, 

elections, or if we doj that those elections are held in such doubt-

:tul circumstanaces that nobody in the outside world will accept them 

as being either free or fairo For instance, let us say the violence 

is xa stepped up to a point where it becomes al.most impossible for 

the secnri ty forces to maintain the peace unless they are given 

extraordinary powerso The most obvious of such powers would be to 

deelare a state of emergency. And we all know that no election held 

under a state of emergency would be accepted as free and fair - even 

if it were to be. So, to have an election that is seen tp be free 

and fair there can be no emergency declared. And without a state of 

emergenoy the violence can be stepped up and stepped up to a pitch 

where it seems that civil authority is breaking down. And an election 

held in the aidet of an apparent breakdown in civil authority can 

also be dismissed as nei thtr free nor fair because it cannot be 

properly administered end supervised • .md if the internal authority 

appears unable to administer free elections, ,who is to do it? Some 

external agency? Or if not some external agency, then who? Some :not 
elected 

/e•atttian caretaker group? The military? The point is that if the 
and a pitch 

vioihence is aarried to a point/ where serious doubts can be raised . 

about the government•e ability to manage the situation this could be 

used to traatrate the electoral processo Political change could 

then be imposed on the Jemai~EU') people by means othee then the 

ballot boxo And once poli tica.l change is imposed by means other than 

the ballot then the Jamaican P~_tle wil~n~ ~I e lost their politioa.l 
power and freedom• Is this the 1purpose ~ the violence? Goodnight 
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NEWS OOMMEN · y 

arillg or Te1iJ-le1Ie Truth? 
1 olitics of Confusion. 

1 

For broadcast 011 · ide.y 
July ll, 1980, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: The latest storm in our poli~io~l te~oup is the 

charge by the Jamaica Labour Party that the People•s National Party 

is pl.anninf 'an eight week smear campaign' a,ge,inst the Leader 

of the Opposition. And in support of its charge the JLP made public 

the details of a PNP public relations programme in a two-page JLP 

advertisement which was in itself quite a dramatic example of bot 

public relations ppgramming. The PNP dismissed the smear charge. 
id.w"{\ 

It said its planned programme would be based on 1 the truth, on the 

record oi! whe;t the Leader of the Opposition has himself said ~ 

done. The PNP General Secretary said that reminding the Jamaican 
ff(a- -p. l{ ,i.'1 

people of the kind of leadership they could expect was L~ duty 

and the campaign would go ono He also said that no section of the 

news media had been involved the planning of the campaigno So 

there you have i to The one sid.e screams 'smear': the other side 

retorts 'nonsense• telling the truth is not smearing.. So let us 

watch it and see how this thing unfoldso I am sure the J amaican 

people are quite e.ble to decide for themselves and put their own 

value on any political campaign. The days of mindless duppy 

politics are fading fasto And here, incidentally, let us also remind 

ourselves that w• have still not been offered the election programmes 

of our two major partieso The importance of an election programme 

is that it spells out clearly what a particular party will do if 

it were to become the elected government of the country. lo the 

programme commits the party,in advance, to a certai.m course of action. 

It tells the electorate what that course of action will be, and so 
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the electorate can make an informed and intelligent decision on 

whether they want the country to ta.ke that course or not. And where 

the two parties offer differing lines of action, it is up to the 

people to choose which they want11 That is the essence of political 

power being in the hands of the people. So please insist on the 
some of 

parties unveiling ·t}?.eir programmes. Of course. /the side-issues 

are important. The electorate has a right to know something of 

the character arid personality of those who offer themselves f'or high 

leadershipo So examining their rec,ords is important. But what is 

more important is for the voters of the ooun try to know, in advance, 

and in the clearest possible terms, just where those leaders would 

take the country if they were entrusted with power. To be sure 

men•tion has been made of many things. :But until the•e things are 

presented to us as solemn commitments of policies the parties will 

pei·sue, if elected, they are not election programmes. And if the 

Jama.ican electorate votes in any party without insisting on knowing 
policies 

what/that par·ty would. carry out, the electorate Wl")Uld in fact 

be giving that pe.1••i;y a blank cheque to do as it pleases: to brin! in 

a dictatorship if it wants to; to dest-roy the trade union movement 

if it wants to; to suppress fr-ee speech if it wants to; to eliminate 

all political opposition if it wauts to. And I personally do . not 

think any political party i11 Jam.a.ice. should be given that kllnd of 

power. It is not a. question of whether they will or will not abuse 

that kind of powero It is quite siJllply that the entrusting of politica l 

power must always be cona.i tional, tied to a cle.arly stated programme 

of action which, if not carried out, can be used against the partioula : 

party the next time around. So do not be sidetracked from the issues, 

which are and should be the key a.spect of the upcoming electi'otj 0 ill 

the violence and noise may in fact ~e ~t•~D;pts at eidetracking/4A F 
1t---is ~A;{ ?~• Goodnight 
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l) N.Y. Times on Jamaica 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadaast on Wednesday 
July@, 1980, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: What are we to make of the apparent complete about-

faoe by the New York Times on Jamaioa? Until last week that very 
American 

powerful and very influential/newspaper, like almost all the rest 

of the American news media - with the rare e.nd honourable exm'eption 

of the bla.ok-owned and circulated newspapers - was giving this 

country SM very bad name and a very bad time. Except tor the black 

publications, we were getting a uniformly bad and negative press. 

Not one thing was going right in Jamaica: the Manley goverpment was 

failing at every thing: the house was rapidly collapsing: bankruptcy 

was forecast for this month, then th.e month after then the month 

after that. Of course, muc.h of this originated here in Jamaica or 

among Jamaicans living in North America; and the North American 

neww media - except for the black section of it - was qui-ck and 

glad to take it up. But suddenly, . last weekend,, there was :a kind 

of thaw in the oold war against Jamaica. 1'he New York Times said 

that Jamaica seemed to be holding up far better, both politically 

tp1d economically, than had been predicted. That, in itself, was and 

is quite en about-face. And what the New York Times and its syndioatic i 

services say today, hundreds of American new•pe.pere ell over the 

country will say the following dayo And then, hard on this news 

report saying that Jamaica is surviving and is coping with its 

problems, the New York Times yesterday carried an editorial comment 

reportedly advising the American State Department not toget involved 

in our upcoming elections and not to make any promises to the 
Opposition and to remain neutralo I did not myself read or hear the 
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both 
full text of that editorial but/t.ta radio stations, as well as 

foreign broadcasts, carried extensive summaries of it; and I 

think it would be ver; useful if one or both our newwpapers were 

to reprint that edi toria,l for all Jamaicans to read. So what are 

we to make of this apparent turn-about in atti "tu.de by this major 
at least 

American new■pa.per? I think there are/two factors tha.t should be 

considered in arriving at any sort of judgement: one is to do with 

internal domestic Americans poli tios and November's Presidential 

elections, and the other with America• s relations with the Third 

World. You may reaall the little storm a couple of weeks back over 

the State Department's alleged message to the Congressional Black 
--

Caucus advising its members to meet with the Leader of the· Opposition 

or the members of his party - the reports conflict on which. You will 

also remember how strongly the Black Caucus reacted to this adviseo 

Well, there is the s1ip1e but important business of the black American 

vote involved here. If Mr. Carter' a Democratic Party is going to 
the votes of 

lose/some of the traditional white middleclass supporters of the 

Democratic Party, as now seems likely, then he is going to need a 

very big block voter turn-out to offset that loss. If there is no 

such big black turn out it could make the difference we tween victory 

and defeat for Mr. Carter. And the Black Caucus, and the overwhelming 

majority of black .Ameriea11s see what happens in Jamaica as part and 

parcel of their own struggle: and they have made no secret of their 

pro-PNP, pro-Manley postureo This may be one factor behind the New 

York Times turn-about. The second, which 
of 

a wider scale, is what the reaction/ the 
be 

has a similar bearing but on 
. . k . 

Third World woultift if the 

Manley government were seen to/defeated with the active assistance of 
,l..;,k -t rfl,~ 

the United States government: lMe.nle; is a Third World hero and the 

loss of American influence and gc,odwill in the Third World would be 
serious. So .American~ ~!\l-~t nterest is to be neutral. Goodnight 
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l) Lightbourne Ge • {Manley Awe.rd 
2) / 
3) 

NEWS CO EN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
July 7, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: This year's Norman Washington MMley Foundation 

Award for Excellence ceremony stood out in sharp and dramatic 

contrast to almost everything else which is now taking place in 

Jamaica. For one thing, it swept aside the party political extremist 

nonsense by honouring Mr. Robert Lightbourne for his outstanding 

service in the field of Industry. The fact. that Mr. Lightbourne 
Minister 

had been a very senior/gu11m .. s in the JLP government of 1962-72 

was clearly subordinate to the fact of his outstanding service to 

J amaica in his chosen field. It is the recognition that Jrunaica 

comes first, must come first; and that service to Jamaica can and 

does transcend party political labels and party political differences • 

These realities, simple and obvious in normal times, are largely 

sumnerged in today's polarised politics where one set of hate-mongers 

are more concerned with svoring partisan political points when they 

denounce another set of hate-mongers. And so we have the ugly partis8ll 

violence and counter-violence; the killings and bombinss and the 
side 

counter-killings and counter- bombinss, with eacl'1/'seeing evil only 

in :lhe deeds of the otherside, never seeing the evil in the deeds 

of its own side. And the name for this is warfare. What happened 

at that Manley Foundation Award ceremony on Saturday night was the 

anti thesis - the complete opposite - of poli tica.l warfare: it was 

the politics of peace and respect and high recognitiotj for service 

rende#"to the nation, and it went way beyond partisan politics. The 
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graceful aoceptanoe speech of Mr. Lightbourne, with that touchingly 

honest oon~ession of his momentary hesitation, reminded me vividly 

of the great Norman Manley himself: and I could almost see the 
Me.n.ley• s confession 

twinkle in/•t• eyes .as he listened to that/man~~ of~he moment 

of hesitation. It was one of the great virtues of thep olitios of 

the Norman Manley-Alexander :Bustamante era that poli tioians, and, 

indeed most Jamaicans could and did talk to each other rather than ,!! 

each other. And so we did not have all that screaming and shouting 

and cursing and abusing, all that violence of language which passes 

for political debate or rQ~fh~~ criticism these days. People 
, ~ 1 ~ ~1'.€$'r btfk ,.,,,nr•'f""'--'-" / . 

listened to each Land argued out the points raised. They did not 

belittle their leaders with sneers and jeers and nasty slogans, and 

so they did not belittle themselves. For we cannot degrade and 

debase our chosen leaders and our institutions without also degrading 

and debasing the nation itself. And it is the one great virtue of 

our kind of demoore,cy that when we no longer want any set of leaders 

we cen get rid of them in a quiet and peaceful end orderly manner 

by way of the ballot box, and without degrading or defaming them ru 

and ourselves in the process. And we are as experienced at this as 

any other comparable nation in the world: indeed, we are probably 

better at this than most. The J amaioan people are experienced at 
managing their own a:ffai.rs. 
D%Q They have several times over changed and changed again tb,ose 

whom they wanted to govern on their behlf. And they have done 1~ in 

comparative peace and order and quiet and, as the Rev Hugh Sher~lock 
. ' 

reminded us, wi thou't any outside interference. And this, 1n,e~enoe, 
' ·, 

was the main theme of this year• a Manley Foundation Award ceremony, 

and g•ve it its point and significanoer t a time of bitter parti~~ 

violenee, a coup plot, economic troubles. The mes.sage: steady, JdE,tici 
. ~ 

Goodnight. \ ~ 
\ ·, 
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1) Gun Violence Continues 
2) Enumeration time extended 
3) Humrul Rights & all i.ha t 

NEWS COlV'JlEN T.ARY 
For broadcast o:i1 Friday 
July 4, 1930, 6Ql0p. m 

Good evening: The trm1ble with our kir1d of deep political polarisatiol 

1o l is that it leads one { question and to dou·ot all sorts ofj.,hinge which 

would be accepted in 111orma.1' times. Take the gun violence: it is 

very real; it is very worrying; a majority of Jaruaicans want to 

see~ an end to the violence and a return to those now-hazy memory 

days 0f a Jama.ica of peace and tra.nquili ty. But are there also 
a 

people who have/vested intere.3t in keeping the pot of Jamaican gun 

violence bubbling? .And are we of the media unwittingly helping to 
, . e~ 

keep t hat pot of' violence bubbling along? At times some\of the headlirn 

look ae though there is nothing else of any moment happening in 

Jamaica. Only gun-violence; only killingso f,nd they all seem to be 

treated us me.in frontpage stuff. Please don't get mE-. wrong. I am 

not saying this ugliness must· not be reported and reported fully. 

All I am saying is that thel'e i::3 much e,lse that is also happening 

in Jamaica today, and some of it is bad and some of it is good, arld 

it might even help to cool things t little if we balanced things 

a. little more. A de..ily dose of tw·o or three screaming front-page 

headlines on violence ia rwt likely to help cool thingso There are 

we.ys of telling e,ll the tru.th about the violence, and in.deed about 

most other things, in quiet and balanced and sober tomes. And it 

is now sadly clear that we are going to hs,ve trouble containing 

the violence at least until election day. So the fact that the 

enumera•tion is to be continued until the 20th of this month must 

be seen as a bit of a setba.ck.. Most of us would like to have the 
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el0cticns over ·and done with es soon ~.s pos sible. We hope that 

after the elections some of t:hf3 pcli tical hea.t will be defused 

ar:d tbe politically 1.:-i spired violence will die dcwn4 This hope 

is, of ecurse, based on the assumption the,t everybody, winners and 

losers alike, will eccept th~ V9rdict of ·the people And will abide 

by that verdict. This is why the pres~m t enuwere ticn is so serious ; 

why everyone who is eligible s hould get htmeel:f e.1.ld herself on 

the voters list. The enumera tion i.s a. bipar tis,in exercise this 

time. Both sides he.ve had F.!1] equal hend in working ou t the details. 

And so it is going to t:e very dj_:fficul t indeed for anybody involved 

to bla:;:1c e.nd to denounce the syetemo They are both r e sponsible .tor 
since 

it and they ir.ust both abide by i ta resul tso .And/:.t:f that ie the case 

why do we still he.Ye queetione about whether elections will in faot 
both 

be l:elc. or not? If the PNF P.nd the JLP ere/ committed to our having 

elections, who can stop t hose Plectio:ns t~.king pla.oe? I honestly 

do not see any other force in this countrj; which could stop electionl 

takj_ng place, if bo t h our major- parties really v:a:n t those elections 

to take pla.cP.. The only way elections cen be f r ~ tra.ted would be 

fer key elements in one or the o-the:r of cmr two main par ties to 

working secretly with others to try Rnd fraatrete the holding of 

electionso For instaneet if the present violence were to be escalated 

to a point verging on civil war, a situation could be created in 

which elections become impossible and in whic:h some elem en ts may 

call for outwide intervention in Jamaica's affairs .. But I do not 

think this would happen naturally and all by itself.. There would 

ha.veto be a great deal of deli'terate effort to bring this sort of 

thing nbou t. l!nd I do not think that a me.jori ty of Jamaicans in 
effort 

either party will countenance or condone any such/~•~:.t:mr or action. 

And our security forces have just shown how alert -they are. Goodnight 
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l) l:J'lergy Crisis & Public Transport 
2) EnumerJi.tion & Election Pl i:, tforms 
3) On Cooling the Violenoe 

NEWS COMM I TARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
July 2, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

C,-0~1'o.t, W'-,tA.-

Good evening: The long lines of cars at lpetrol stations over the 

past few days, and the reports of continuing problems and difficulties 

at the bus company would suggest that we have not yet seriously 

come to grips with our energy and our public transport problems. We 

have not achieved t hat t argeted 18% cut in petrol consumption; and 

watching the lines upon lines of parked cars at almost every petrol 

station throughout the working hours of the day is testimony to a 

massive loss of working manhours. How can we expect, or even hope, 

to produce when such a large percentage of our producers and middle 
driving 

managem.en t people are spending more of their working hours/:nJ111:ixg 

around looking for petrol than getting on with the job of producing? 

.And to make a bad situa tion worse our public transport system is 

being cut back. You would have thought that really serious planning 
to 

to conserve energy and/cut back on fuel consumption would almost 

logically lead to an expansion and improvement of public transport 

and thus to a reduotion in private transport. There are vast numbers 
Cl, 

of people who wo~ld ¥ pily give up the uae of their cars if they could 

get to work or school or shopping easily and comfortably and reasonabl 

quickly by public transport. For one thing, the money savings would 

be great; for another the strains and stresses of keeping a, car on 

the road these days would br2-eliminated. And there really is no good 

reason why this should not be possible. Public, not private, trans­

port is the main means by which people in most of the world's bigger 

cities get about• A ma jority of the citizens of London and New 
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York and Toronto do not travel to and from work or school or 

shopping by private oar. Indeed, very senior managers and business 

people routinely travel to and from work by public transport. Where 

they have a car it is usually kept for emergencies and for weekend 

trips into the country. And so these people save on the use of 

energy - which is a saving for the entire nation - and they save on 

their pockets. But of course these people have the kind of public 

transport system which makes this possible; clean, efficient, court­

eous, regular and on time. And of course, these public transport 
way 

systems usually pay their own/end make a pro:fi t. The publicly owned 

British National Bus Company, for instance, made a net surplus or 

pj,ofit of £17.7-million in 1978. And they did this while allowing 

old-age pensioners to travel for tree on their buses, end for school 

ohildaen to travel either free or on a subsidised ·rare. So the 

scrapping of subsidies is not a condition for profitability, as seem 

to be suggested here. It seems to me that the truth of our public 

tre~sport problem is one of proper and efficient aali financially 
based on a clearly and clearly 

.sound management/-xSilaxu•xnu defined/understood policy on 
regularly 

public transport. There ~ a time when JOS/made a profit for its 

British owners. There is no reason why it should not do the same 

and provide a better se.rvice now that it is publicly owned. That 1 t 

does not do so now is a ori tic ism of its management, 1 ts workers and 

the government. And that criticism will stand until we have a public 
which is good enough and reliable 

transport systemj ah%Udxi1lxmxm•~ni:.taa, enough to make it 

unnecessary for hard-pres ed and economically embattled 
s 

urban dweller 

to have to run private oars which they· cannot afford. So how serious 

are we really about energy conserv~tion? And finally 8l'ld briefly, 

pleaee do get enumerated so that we can go on settl:tng our problems 9. 
by the ballot, not the bulle~. And where are the election manifestoei 
And cool it on the violent words and deeds, please. Goodnight. 
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NEWS COMM...:.NTARY 

A Comparatively •uiet Weekend 
The Ha te Brigades 
W::>GarrnnJ • 9 geuitt in Roe•k 

For broadcast on Monde.y 
June JO, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: This past weekend - when compared with the weekend 

before, and the one before that - was a comparatively peaceful 

and quiet one. There were no shocks and alarms; no revelation of 

efforts to •erupt' the ooun try by subverting freedom in the name 

of freedom. :But of course, the propaganda surrounding those shook 

events continued to assault the society; and people found it 

diffioul t at times to sort out political fa.ct from political 1'1otion. 

Perhaps this was one of the intentions: to so confuse things the.t 

people would give up and refuse to believe anything. If this was 

the intention then I am not sure that it has succeeded. To be sure 

some people have reached the point of refusing to believe anything 

at all, no ma tter where it comes from. But I think very many more 

people have quietly sorted out things for themselves a.nd ~de their 

own judgements. Alld I have detected, here and there, e contained 
some of 

anger at ~eing taken for fools by/the propagandists. For most 

Jamaicans that plot against the oonsti tution was no joke, and not 
a joke 

to be treated as/nu. So, scotters and mockers, be warned! And 

talking about propagandists: is it really any less propagandist to 

launch a sustained campaign of opposition to the government than a 

sustained campaign of support of the government? I would have 

thought that propaganda is propaganda no matter what ends it serves. 

Once there is a systematic e.nd sustained campaign to achieve certain 

~ {~:Jives such as the political defeat of a particular party, or the 

[victory of a pRrticular party, then we are into the realm of 
'f>J'~ 

propaganda. And it isLdishoneet and nonsensical for one propagandist 
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or one group of propaganiista or one organ of propaganda to denounce 

any other prof gandist or group of propagandists or organ of propa­

ganda for. being propagandist. It is the kind of oheatina and 

politically loaded argument which is summarised by the lines: 

"I em a :freedom figh ter/ you are e. guerilla / he is a. terrorist: 

we are civilised/ you a.re primitive/ they are savages". But then, 

it is pert of the propaganda business that all means, inoludina loade 

and dishonest journal.ism, juati:f'y the ends. And one of the uglier 

features of propagand carried to this stage is the hate and hate 

brigades 1 't almost invariably bring into existence. An1so we have 

the 'ha.te-the-Americans' brigade on the one side; and the 'hate-th.e­

Cubans' brigade on the other. And out of this, logically, comes that 
attached 

ugly and shameful business of that Dominican/il•b& to our Survey 

Department being badly bea ten up because he was mistaken for a Cuban. 

It would have been just a a ugly and just as shameful if ae had been 

bea ten up because he had been mistaken for an American. And the 

ugliness resides in the blind fears and the blind hatreds instilled 

in some of our people by the propagandists so that they forget their 

om, natura.1 decencies and they forget the humanity of those whose 

person s they violate, be they Cubans or Americans. And as the assaul t 

on t hat Domrnoan shon, t he 'hate-the-Cubans' brigade is~he one to 

the forefront a.t the moment. This is propaganda at its u~liest, at 

1 ts m.eanest, at its most destructive. 

of Hight, can be good and useful when 

Propaganda, whether from Left 
st 

its objectives serve the broade J Propaganda for 
nation interest./family planning, afforestation, land terracing, the 

some oJJ-. 
enumeration drive, are/examples of 100d and useful propanda aerviing 

t he broadest nation a l interest. e need more of that. We do not ~ 

the propaganda of hate or of fear or ot destruction. And we can 

certainly do w1 thou t the propaganda by which one propagandist tri es 
t ~ ~ilence all the other propagend~sta. Goodnight 
~ ~ VLo{/4, ~~ ~ _s22<~S~ · 
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NED COMMENTARI 

12 ) The Plot: Charges La.id 
) The Ongoing Language of Violence 

3) South Africa Invade/ Angola 

, .~~?b For broadcast on Friday 
June 27, 1980, 6.lOp.141. 

Good evening: Charges have now been laid against those who are 

said to have been involved in the plot to overthrow the elected 

government of Jamaica. I think it would now be~ a good thing for 

all of us to cool it and let the due process of the law take its 

course. Let all the hot chat m•• on this matter oease until the 

people involved are tried. And please, could we all try to be 

a little less nasty and abusive and irisul ting in expressing our 

differences with each other? It is possible to disagree strongly 

with somebody without resorting to nastiness and tracing and personal 

abuse. It is :possible to criticise without making those who listen 

cringe with shame at the ugliness that comes out. Those who do 

this belittle themselves, and they belittle Jamaica, and they 

belittle Jamaica's institutions. At times like these we need to 

support and protect those institutions, not to try and tear them 
-

down. So take it easy, please; and let the law ·take its course. 

There will be time enough for all the nas~ines~ _la~er on when this 
U,U '(e,(YlMk._i,eJlf : VI O ( ~ t \.B-'-~ ~ S tG_, 

thing is really behind uso ~f,Ju_ t, vi~le,v.J- ttc_l~, V 

And while we have been rightly concerned with our own problems an 

ugly and dangerous situation has been ·building in Angola where the 

South African racists on Monday launched a major attack across 

Angola's southern borderso The U.N. Security Council is today 

hes.ring Angola's complaint against this latest attack. And a 

spokesman for the Organisation of African Unity has warned that 

the OAU itself takes this invasion of one of its member-states 
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as a serious threat to world peace with which it will deal at its 

next meeting. So we have here all the makings of a new international 

crisis based on Southern Africa. What is behind it? Why are the 

South African racists adopting this provocative posture towards 

Angola? I think there a.re two factors we need to bear in mind in 

looking for possible explanations. First there was the blowing up 

of those massive fuel depots in the early hours of the morning of 

June 2nd; and then, a fortnight later, on June 16, there was the 

start of the widely dispersed strikes and demonstrations in observ­

ance of the 4th anniversary o;f the Soweto riots of 1976. The 
I 0 

sabotage of the oil storage tanks was a complete ahook to South Afr~oE 

rulers, Till it happened, they were sure it could; after it happened 

they are not au.re of anything. 1fhey A.dmi t to that piec+ f sabotage 

causing $7-m worth of damage; you can safely double that figure. 

And the question which haunts them is: where next? Where are the 

nationalists likP-ly to strike. And then, while they massed tor 

trouble in Soweta it erupted in the Cape and popped up in a series 

of widely dispersed flashpoints. It is possible that these two 

events have forced the white South Africans to decide to try and 

bring forward the showdown between black and white which they know 

has to come sooner or later. And if they have decided that the show­

down should be now, rather than later, then the new provocations in 

'Angola make sense. It has long been part of the South African plan 

to 'internationalise' any showdown by ensur•ng that the Western 

powers get involved on their sideo A shootin~ ~ar with Angola is 
,0~vlt ~ 

almost certain, by their calculations, to l the Angolans again asking 

for Cuban and perhaps Soviet help. If this help is forthcoming the 

South Africans would be able to ask for Western help. In such a war 
the pressure on1 the white racist~ would be temporarily easedo It is a aangerous~y c ever scenar10 0 Good.night. 
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~ 
1) Aftermath of Coup Plot 
2) The International Scene: 

a) Venice; b) India; c) U.S.A. 

NEWS CON.t?i ErfTARY 
For broadcast on 1ednesday 
J une 25, 1980, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: Predictably, Sunday's revelation that the security 

forces had uncovered a plot to overthrow the constitutional Govern­

ment of Jamaica, has been the weeks main talking point here at home. 

It has also received wide news coverage and comment abroad. And, 

equally pr,di ctably, given our highly polarised partisan politics, 
meny 

supporters of the political parties, or/uas of them, have tended to · 

see these developments in mainly partisan terms. And so there has 
supporters of 

come, from the/oite side, a fair amount of the ecoffing and casting 

of doubt about which I warned on Monday. And from the other side 

the.re has come a strong tendency to prejudge the issue even before 

the investigations are completed. But the much more pervasive 

reaction which I, for one, have encountered has been a deep and 

quiet concern to know all the facts behind this plot to overthrow 

the elected government of Jamaica. Why now, many ask, especially 

with elections j ·u.st around the corner? And there is, too, the 

disturbed and disturbing realisation that if this thing had succeeded 
people 

political power would have passed out of the hands of the Jamaacanj 

the power of the Jamaican people to choose or to reject t hose who 

■Elli govern would have been cancelled, and PfiP and JLP andNo-P 

would have all been the losers. This realisation may, indeed, be 

the single most important lons-term national poli tioal bene:ti t to 

come out If the unsettling events of this week. We have tended to 

take Jamaican democracy for granted. W~ have tended to feel that 

"it can't happen here". Military and political coups, the forceful 
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and violent, and at times bloody overthrow of el.eoted governments 

happened elsewhere, not in Jamaica. The events of this week taught 

us that it can happen here, if we are not on guard. All the indicat­

ions are that only the alertness and loyalty to the Constitution of 

J·am.aica of the seouri ty forces as a whole saved us from that plained 

coup. .And. let us remember the central fact to this whole thing is 

that it was the security forces who uncovered this plot. And let 

us put a rein on t he loose talk that .is now going the rounds. It is 

not just coming from one side. And loose talk is loose talk, no 

matter where it comes from. You cannot have 'good' loose talk from 

one side and 'bad' loose talk from the other. So if we are serious 

about curbing the loose talk, let us all do it. Above all, the 

Jam.ai.can people of all parties ar.d all persuasions must look again 
with new alertness for themselves 

/at their democracy and decide/on the limits beyond which they a.re 

not prepared to have it pushed. Next, our own problems have tended 

to push some important other newu into the background. That meeting 

in Venice for instance, where President Carter met with the leaders 

of West European Common M~ket countries to try and resolve the 
them and over 

differences between/the United States/au: the Middle Ea.st. The 
reported 

fact that hardly anything waa/aau out of the cenference on Israel 

and the llalestiniana would suggest that Mr. Carter and the Europeans 

a.re as far apart aa ever. Much more was said about the gloomy world 

economy on which there waa basic agreement. And for the present 

nobody seems to know what to do the turn the world economy a.round. 

So the international capi taliat economic crisis deepens. And from 

India came the intensely human news of what is perhaps the ultimate 

in human tragedies, when a parent has to bury an offspring. Sanjay 
Gandhi waa on the verge of becoming both a national and international 
force when he died in that plane crash. And all India wept. 

Goodnight. 
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f it er Jamaican Democrecy? 

NEWS . COMMEJ!TARY G 'f;~ 
For broadcast on onday // 
June 23, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

frontpage 
Good evening: '.rhe main/headline in this morning's Daily News read: 

"Coup Plot Smashed: 23 soldiers 1 civilian detained''; the Daily 

Gleanet gave it far less prominerice. It had a two-column headline 

on the frontp9.Be but below its main headline which sa id: "$7-m Esso 

project vetoed by Exxon: climat e in Jama.ioa said not right" • . And the 
dealin.g with the disovered plot 

nta headline/said " Civilian, Wertain JDF Men Detained". And all 

this was of course ba~ed on that ve1·y careful statement from the 
that 

?rime Minister last night in which he told the nation/after a conferei 

ce with the Heads of the Security Forces, end now I quote: "I must 

state that a civilian and certain members of the Jamaica Defence 

.l.'oroe have been detained for questioning in wonnection with an 

alleged conspiracy to commit certain acts detrimental ·to National 

Security and subversive of the constitutional Government of Jam,ica" . 

I think 1 t is most important for us to note that the Prime Minister's 

statement comes out of a conference with the Heads of the Security 

t oroes. So those who have already begun to scoff aud cast doubt 

had better be absolu tely clear about whether t ey want to svoff at 
by the Heads of our 

and cast doubt on "the uxar:mat.ta confirmation a.f/xm•aaxufmai~o 
Security Force• of the information 

/made public by the Prime inister. It is one thing in this highly 

charged climate of partisan politics to question what the political 

directorate says and does; it is quite another thing to casit doubt 

on the integrity of the leadership of our security forces. So let 

us all think very carefully about this. The security forces have 

uncovered a plot. J.:ny of us who pretend 1 t is some kind of minor 

fiction play a dangerous game indeed. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

And what do we say about the plot itself'? The first obvious thing 

is relief _that it has been uncovered in good time and, as far as we 

know, without bloodshed. Many people had felt for some time taat 

something we.a brewing. You do not have the kind of violent and 

threatening deeds and words we have had for so long without it 

leading to some sort of explosion. There had 'been too much build-up 

for somethir1g not to happen. Jlortuna.tely the plot has been frustra ted, 

But what if it had not? What 11 t he plan had succeeded? The answer 
profoundly 

is that Jamaica today would have been a/m~ different place because 

political power would have been removed from the hands of the 

Jamaican people. The Jamaican people would have lost the power to 

choose or ·dimiss those who govern on their behaff. And when the 
they lose control and 

people, of a. country lose that power/anything can happen to them for 

they cease to be masters an d mistresses of their own destiny. When 

the military take over by force it does not really matter whether 

they run the country t hemselves or whether they put up some civilian 

politician as head of state or ?rime Minister. The soldiers would 
would 

still be 1n control. The Constttution/llil% lose all meaning aa the 

document guaranteeing our rights and. liberties. The .rule of law would 

be subordinate to the rule of the military. This is how it has been 

wherever you have had mili ta.ry takeovers. Indeed, this is how :i.. t 

has been wherever political power did not come from the people and 

was not under the control of the peop.e. It io the one great virtue 

of our kind of democracy that because the power to choose and to 

reject is vested in the people, the people can change their govern­

ments in peaceful an d orderly manner, without killing each other and 

without murdering their leaders. plot uncovered yesterday was 

just about the gravest t h~eat so far posed to that democracy• 
up to the Jamaican people f l1~1n their interest,,gL to protect that 

Goodnight 

It is 
~ 

democr / 
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l) Ra ttray Assumes Responsibility 
2) What Happened at the Airport 
3) Two Versions of the new• 

OMMEN ARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
June 20, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The Prime Minister's ~ansfer of responsibility for 

National Seouri ty, •until further notice', to Mr. Carl Re ttray 

should bring some sort of easing to the mounting clamour over this 

m~tter. Whether it will in fact do so is another question again, 

and only time will tell. One of our very real problems right now 

is that most of us are so busy screaming and shouting at each other 

that there is very little time to pause and listen and really hear 

what each is saying to the other. And so we only half-hear, and 

we only half-hear what we have . already decided the other person is 

most likely to say or write. We do not read; we look at the head­

lines and we skim and then we pass judgement. And the judgement is 

usually based on a mixture of preconceptions, on stuff only half­

heard, on printed news only skimmed over. And this cannot be good 

for an open democracy seeking to arrive at sound decisions on the 

basis of informed judgement. And so there is an uneasy and not very 

heaithy mood abroad in the society. It is not just the political 

disagreements - these are normal in our kind of system: it is the 

violence and the confusion, end tha t general mood first articulated 
Isaiah . 

by Isaia in the Old Testament thousands of years ago when he said: 

"And judgement is turaed away backward, 81ld justice standeth afar 

off; for truth is fallen in the street, and equity 08J1not enter". 
at least 

And so there are k.wo versions of what happened at the NormanManley 

Airport on Wednesday. One has Mr. Dudley Thompson travelling with 

the Cuban Ambassador and the general manager of Moonex Limited. 
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in what at the very least appeared the most suspicious of circum­

stances. The other version s howed a straightforward and ab_ove-board 

journey with no sinister undertones to it. But there were two 

v-,rsions to this piece of news, and it made things that much more 

difficult for the ordinary citizen to sort out and to come to slbme 

understanding of what really happened. What was the real truth of 

this situation? And how is the ordinary citizen to arrive at that 

real truth? It seems to me that we are making it unnecessarily 
· hard 

difficult for the citizens ot this country to arrive at the/facts 

of smme controversial matters unaided and without being nudged in 

Ibis or that desired direction. Please don• t get me wrong. 1here 

is nothing wrong with interpreting the news to serve this or that 

point of view. There is nothing wrong with the expressing of 
hard 

opinion or prefer,nce or bias. All I em saying is that/news and 

commentary should not be so ·1ntertwined that the listener or readlig 

does not know where the one begins or the other ends. nte hard 
any 

facta of a matter, especially,- highly controversial matter, should 

be as clearly distinguishable as possible from interpretation, 

commentary or opinion o:n it. People should be in a position where, 

after reading or listening, they can say: 'Yes, these are the facts; 

now what are these people• s views or interpretations of these facts•. 

Until we can do this we will go on making it rather more difficult 

than is really necessary for the ordinary citizens of th!Ba society 

to get u the hard facts on which to base fi sober judgements. One 
was 

of the dangers of the • two versions'bus.tness with the news/ dramatic-

ally illustrated last year when a majority of the American people 

flatly refused to belie~e that the energy crisis was real because 

they did not trust the media reports and they did not trust the oil 
conrpaniee. Goodnight. 
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1) How Rodney Was Kill 

2) Du.dley Thompson' s Seat: Ber 
Association Statement 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
June 18, 1980, 6olOp.m 

Good evening: Yesterday's statement by the Council of the Bar 

Association of Jamaica on Mr. Dudley Thompsom•s seat in Parliament 

represents perhaps the last opportunity for the governm,nt to deal 

with this matter at the legal and constitutional level rather than 

· at the party poli tioal leveloaiixwil:i:u If this opportunity is not 

taken, if this matter is not removed from the miasma of party 

politics in which it is now enmeshed, this issue may, apart from 

anything else, become one of the central issues of the present 
question 

election campai~o And I/DXJ1aiiXam:%a whether this is really what 
vrWJJ 6v ~~ w~ \)~~ 

th~ (ruling party ~ l w~ts. So let us hope that the government 

will heed the Bar Council• s reoommenda.tion and avoid the further 

build up of oonfrontationist postures on what is essentially a 

leaal and constitutional matter which should be dealt with in a 

legal and constitutional context. That is the essence of the rule 

~ of law. 

Next, the details out of Ge:o:ogetown Guyana of how Dr. Walter Rodney 

was killed. His brother's story of so the so-called "walkie-talkie" 

plot could only be told because that brother survivedo If he, too, 

had died in that bomb blast there would have been nobody to tell 

the tale. And yet, on the BBC new• reports out of London we were 

told quite earlj on of allegations made by officials ••••x•~xfta of 

Guyana Government that Dr. Rodney was killed by a bomb which he 

himself was taking to some place. According to the brother's aoooun· 

the taking of the so-called "walkie-talkie" for testing at the wall 
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of the Georgetown prison ws.s part of the set-UPo · If the device 

had exploded at the prison wallt, perhaps blowing a hole in it, 
bot;h 

and if/Rodneys, had died there or been hurt there a near ironclad 

case could have been made against. them. ?hey could have been accused 
prison 

of attempting to free prisoners by blowing a hole in the/wall and 

nobody would he.ve been able to dispute the chargeo :But things went 

wrong and now the world knows about the . involvement of a former 

Guyanaaa army sergeant. Will that former army sergeant now be brough 

forward to answer questions about the so-called twalkie-talkie" 

which killed. Walter Rodney and of which Donald Rodney bore witness? 

And will that former army sergean,t be asked to tell on whose behalf 

he did .what he did? And how did that informant of the BBC know, 

so soon after the event, that Walter Rodney was carrying the thing 

which killed him. It seems to me the.t Mr. Burnham' s government has 

some very serious questions to answerQ On the wider international 

scene two news developments are of note. First, from the United 

States come reports that Mr. Ronald Reagan, the Republican challenger 

for the Pr~sidency has now got a slight lead over Mr. Jimmy Carter 

in the opinion polls. It would now seem that the man whom former 

President Gerald Ford once described as un-electable could do what 

Mr. Ford himself failed to do and beat Jimmy Carter in Novembero That 

is, if elections were held today. But it is all of five months 

between now and November and all sorts of things cou.ld happen to 

change the picture between now and then: the fact, however, remains 

that Mr. Reagan has taken the lead in the presidential campaign. 

And in South Africa the enemies of apartheid on Monday employed the 

new tactic of striking where police did not expect them to: so the 

police were concentrated in Soweto and 
when the police moved from Soweto they 
the long struggle are being refined. 

they struck elsewhere, then, 
struck there. The tactics of 
Goodnight. 
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l◊ ,Val ter Rodney: end of democracy in Guyana? 
2) Soweto Remembered 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on l ondey 
June 16, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The ca.r-bomb killing of Dr. ,le l ter Rodney in Geor,ge­
has provoked 

town , Guyana, on Frida~axxkKtDlXXIE&ba« shock and horror and 

dismay both inside the Caribbean region and far beyond. The savage 
manner of the this 

and brutal/axx killing of~ brilli~nt young men just entering the 

prime of 11:f'e wouihd be caul:)e enough for the shock and the horror 

arid the anger. But it is t he implications of t 1is killing tor the 

political future of Guyane. an d for tne fu t u e of , the people of 

Guyena which ma.y, i n the long run, be most dh, t urbing. Dr. Wal te.i:­

Rodney we,s the third senior member of the 'lor1::ing People's Alliance 
manner 

to be killed ir1 this violen t/.iaakimt in less than ft year. And it 

18 no secret that many people bot .. inside and outside Guyana are 

convinced that the Government of Guyana mu s t be held accountable, 

in one way or enother, for t h e s e deaths. There is of course no known 

proof which would stan d up in a court of law to show that the govern­

ment of Guy .na ha d anything to do with the deaths of these three 

leading .embers of t he 'Vorking People's Alliance. '!h t we do know, 

what .i: as been demonstre:ted beyond an y doubt, are two ba sic tacts: 

first, tha t the government of Guyana is intolerant of any kind of 

opposition; and second, tha t it would not hesitate to crush any 

opposition which it saw as t hreatening its hold on :power. And the 

Working .People's Alliance, and ' {! 8lter Rodney in particular, ha.d ot 

l a te increasingly threatened the Burnham GoV'ernment•s hold on 

political 'power. It is one of the irnn1es of the Guyanese situation 

that Burnham is less a:faaid of the threat from the communist PPP 
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led by Cheddie Jagan, which is possibly the single lagest political 

party in the country in terms of mass support. One reason is that 

in terms o'f n aked power the police and the military in Guyana are 

black and t.Tagen' s mass support is predominantly East Indian. In any 

confrontation between J ngan and :Burnham raw power used with brutal 

efficiency is bound to prevail. The Workil1g People' a Alliance, on 

the other hand, cuts right across the communal divisions which 

Burnham ha s exploited successfully in t he past. It was in fact 

bringin.g all the various r acial elements in the society together 

against the :Burham regime, which is why it was e.nd remains sud\ a 

threat. But when any political system 
poli tica,l 

resorts to settling/tia 
murder 

differences by the/•••xmi of opposing political leaders pe.rliemen t art 

democracy is automatically caricelled. You cannot stay in power l)y 
· parliamentary 

killing off opposition lee.dera and still operate a/democracy. Likewist 

you cannot overthrow an,{ elected government and kill ita leaders and 

still operate a parliamentary democracy. The moment you do either 

of these things you also kill parliamentary democracy. And the savage 

killing of Wal tel" Rodney in Guyana last Friday may also have been 

the final act in the killing of parliamentary democracy in Guyana. 

And once this kind of killing, killing at the level of the political 

lea.dership, is started there is usually no er1d to it except through 

iron dictatorship. These are some of the grave implications for 

Guyana,!~ after the car-bomb killing of Wa lter Rodney. Thia is where 
the use of 

/political violence, even a little politioal violence, leads. 

And finally And. briefly, today, June 16th, is the 4th anniversary 

of the Sowe1D riots in which h'1,mdreds of young black Sou th Africans 

were killed legally and in the ne.me of law and order by the white 

racist •••ablishment . As Indira Gandhi. said when she was he:ee in 

Jamaica: Power~ is as power does. Goodnight. 
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September General Elections 

NEWS COMME.N TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
J"unc 13, 1980, 6010:pom 

Good evening: The Chairman of the Electoral Advisory Committee, 

Professor Gladstone Mills, yesterday described as •totally untrue' 

that his committee had given advice as to an estimated date for the 

completion of preparations for holding elections. So wherever 

PNP General Secretary Dr. D.K. DuncBJ'l got is information from, it 

was not from the Electoral Advisory Committee. But hav•ng said 

that we are still. left with the fact that Dro Duncan has given 

this likely time-table for a count-down to election dayo And as a 

timetable it looks reasonable enough, provided nothing goes wrong, 

and provided nobody or bodies throw a spanner in the works. So, 

September it1 provided ••• so we must all watch out very carefully 

for that 'provided'. 

And with September a little under three months away, where are the 
election 
11al:tii.iaal manifestoes of the two parties? What are the issues that 

the two parties themselves want the Jamaican people to baee tieir 

choices on? And, indeed, who are all the candidates? The PNP ha.a 

announced its full slate of 60 candidates: the JLP has so far 

announced only some of its candidates. So please let the people 

have all the candidates for all the constituencies so that the 

people can begin the important process of e&amining them and their 

backgrounds, the import~nt process of seriously and quietly evaluat-
them a.s 11• J 

ing/na people and what they stand foro There are some, thi committe• 

party supporters, who are going to vote on the straight party ticket, 

no matter who ia put upo This is so on both sides of the political 

fence. But there are very many other people who are going to wait 
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and watch and listen and think. And I do not think that these 

people are going to be frightened into panic voting. I think the 

riding of the anti-communist bogey, for instance, will not panic 

these voters and unless those who seek their votes can come up with 

something more positive they may be in for a surprise. I think it 

is the hard bread-and-butter issues which are going to influe~pe 

these people - listed as undecided in the polls - very much more 

than the ideological stuffo To be sure ideology will come into 

consideration but only in terms of how its e.ffects the serious 

day-to-day lives of pcor peopleo Where it points a direction and a 

way of coping with the hard issues of our lives, these'undevided' 

voters will consider it calmly amd make up their minds. I do not 
t'v wircJ-.~ti 

think they will be stampeded by any duppy politicst I think the 

politicians who wish to be elected would be wise to look at this 

aspect rather more carefully than they have done up to nowo The 

J amaican electorate has grown up and in some ways changed very much 

more than some of our politicians tend to give them credit for. So 

the simplistic talk of'vote for me and all the money we need will 

flow in' will not be taken at face value. There will be questmons, 

asked silent~perhaps, like 'At what price will the money come in? 

How much of our soverignty will we have to sursender? How much of 
and personal and personal 

the national/self-regard? The fl~tion al/self-pride? It might just 

turn out that those who cannot answer these questions may lose the 

vote of the undecided. And there is the question which I have met in 

some unexpected quarters: /hat is the point of going through thi3 

costly and elaborate exercise to reform the electoral system by 

mutual bipartisan agreement and then still continue with the threaten­

ing l anguage of what will happen if you are not satisfied with the 
results? This too, the 'undaeided' are watching with close care. 

Gocdnight 
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~) President Carter & U.S. Blacks 

) Zimbabwe: Whose Interests should Media Serve 

IEWI COMMENTARY 
ior broa dcast on Wednesday 
June 11,, 1980, . 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: The best neww we have is that· the enumeration is 

going reasonably well; the worst news, the ongoing violence and 

the ongoing political bad-mindednesso ! ~between there is the tear­

down politics and the violent language which creates the climate 

for physical violenceo I am sure that if we ware to speak less 

violently to and about each other the clima te of violence would be 

considerably eased. But just in a A. se we think that we are the only 

people with ·these troubles consider what ha.ppened to ne less a person 

than the American President on Monday night. Mr. Carter visited 

Miami to try and cool down the tensions caused by the recent race 

riots in that city. But instead of receiving a welcome the President 

and his men were pelted with bottle~ and rubbish of a:ny kind that 

the bla ck citizens of Miami could findo News reports sa; that the 

demonstration against the President was violent and bitterly abusive 

and al though he himself was not hurt several o:f the cars in his 

motorca.de were daruaged. It is cold comfort but at least we should 

know that these things do not happen only in Jamaica. And, basically, 

some of the same reasons that are s-~ the root 0f oul" v::i.olence were 

at the root of that show of violence against the American Presidenta 

BlaO.k .Americans, especially black f,mericru1s in the South had hoped 

for much from Mr. Carte:c. He was a man from the South himself, indeed,• 

the very first man from the South to be elected P-reaident in modern 

times. He was an enlightened Governor of Georgia and a close friend 

of Andrew Young. And when black .Ameri,cans helped to put him in the 
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White House with their votes, they expected things to get better for 

them. Unfortuna tely for them, and for Mr . 00rter, the world economic 

crisis hit and even big and rich America felt 1 t; end other matters 

such as Iran and Afghanistan and the escalating Cold War between 

Eas t and Wes t also took Mr. Carter's attention off the problems of 

black Americans. '.But the :Slack Americans are in a problem too: they 

are very angry with r. Carter and they have threatened not to vote 

for him this November. But will they vote for u~u• Mr. Ronald 

Reagan? Not likely. If Mr. Edward Kennedy were ~ound and likely 

to be tne candidate most, if not all of them would desert ar. Carter. 
at least for this time: 

But Mr. Kennedy does not look like being around,.{ so they are stuck 

with Mr. C rter or nothing, other than a protest vote for Mr . 'Reagan 

which most of them se e as e. protest vote against themselves. All this 
. . was, I suggest, 

as well as their growing economic frustration/ix behind Monday's 
. black 

angry/outburst age.i n st the American President. So t he hard, 'bleck-

dog-for-monkey' dilemma t ha.t some J·amaicans see is also very real 

for America' s black voters. Another news development with a familiar 

ring to it came to . us from Zimbabwe by way of London. And i + s the 

question: whoae inter ests should the mass media serve? When the whi tes 

were in control in Rhodesia they owned and controlled press and radio. 
white black 

· The transfer of political power f:rom/»iau to/•ati• has not meant an 

automatic change in ownership of press and radio in Zimbabwe. All 

this Ziwbabwe's Information Mini s ter has rolayed to the Commonwealth 

Preas Union on Monday of this week. So what will Zimbabwe do about 

the urgent need to have a press t ha t serves the interests of' the 

broad masses• of Zimbabwe? Are we going to aee a collision between 

the government of Zimbabwe and the so-called 'free press' similar 

to the sort of thing we have seen here? Will the Rhodesia Herald be 
that fighting'free press'l with lots of foreign friends? It will be 
interesting to watch this familiar tale unfold. Goodnight. 
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Frank Hill : 1910-1980 

NEWS CO:MMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
June 9, 1980, 6olOp.m 

Good evening: I first heard about Frank Hill through George Padmore, 

something over forty years ago. At the time, and amomg his many 

other activities, ' · George Padmore was also running a kind of one-man 

news service directed at the then colonies of the British Empireo 
, pamphle ta, 

Pa.dmore was based in London and he received the newwpa.pers/a.-1d news 

sheets put out by trade unions and political parties and groups in 

all of the oolonies: papers and other documents from Asia, Africa, 

the West Indies as well as from the black groups in the United States. 

And from these papers, and using the two-finger method, he painstakin~ 

ly typed summaries of the news from these colonial territories and 

circulated it. And so it was mainly through Padmore that the Indians 

in India learned of what was going on in Africa and the Caribbean; or 

that the Africans learned about wha t was going on in Asia orthe the 

West Indies; or that the West Indiens le e.rned about what was going 
and Asia.. 

on in Africa/4 Indeed, Padmore informed Africans in West Africa of 

what was going on in East, Central and Southern Africa, and the other 

way about. This flow of information between and among Britain's 

colonies in those ways was, I think, one of George Padmore's greatest 

contributions to the solidarity of the anti-colonialist movement 

which he.s sinoe flowered in to tod.a.y' s Third World and Non-Aligned 

movements of co-operationo I am not sure that we will ever be able 

to place a true value on this aspect of George Pedmore's work of 

making those involved in the colonial struggles of the time aware of 

each other and of the problems with which each was grappling at the 

time. And so it was that a group of young S .nth Africans struggling 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

to build up a a black trade union movement ill a place where trade 

unions for blacks were not legal, received from Padmore the news 

:hmax«Rlll.llD& of what a young labour leader by the name of Frank Hill 

was doing in Jamaica. From P,dmore we heard of Public Opinion and 
Ken Hill and 

of W.A. Domingo and/of the unfoldini nationalist movement with which 

they were a.ssociatad. And we published Padmore' s informationon 

J amaica, and indeed, on the other islands and colonies in our own11~u11 

cyclostyledneww sheets and used the in-formation in the night schools 

we conducted to teach both the three Rs and political and na~ionalist 

awareness. Occasionally Pa.dmore sent us artltltles v,ri tten by these 

people and we reproduced them in our cyclostyled literary magazine.a. 

And so, in the same way that he had helped to make Africans aware of 
J amaican 

the great Garvey, Padmore made the/political and trade union pioneers 

of the 1930s and 1940s part and parcel of our own cultural baggage 

in the struggle to be free. I remember telling frank Hill, many 

years later, how irln•i and the con-text in which I first got to 

know about him: and I think that was the only time I had him 

speechless. I think even he was unaware of the fact that there was 

a dimension other than just the Jamaicans dimensioII to his work. 

To what extent did he influence African trade unionism through the 

information sent out by P8 dmore? There is no way of knowing, no way 

of measuring. One thing I do know is that the kitowledge that there 

were other people in other parts of the world, people like ~a, engaged 

in the same kind of struggle as we were, and succeeding, was a great 

morale booster.. It meant that we were not alone: and knowing that 
short-term 

made the/defeats and ik• setbacks more bearable and the hope for 

ultimate success more feasible. In this context Frank Hill was 
20th century 

one of thet/aw:ill:iitag army of jrue piomeers who helped to change the 

thinking of colonia l peoples and so helped chRnge the world itselfo 
Goodnighto 
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June 6, 1944 - June 6, 1980: 
A Very Special Anniversary 

NED COM EN :fARY 
For broa.dcast on Friday 
June 6, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: Roughly two out of every three Jamaicans who are 

alive today are under the age of thirty. So two-thirds of all the 

Jamaicans in J ama1ca who re e.li ve today were not around on June 

6th, 1944, which was one of the pivotal dates in the history o.f thi s 

century. June 6, 1946 was the day on which world war two took a 

decisive turn. Until that day Germany under Adolf Hitler was in 

control of ail paa$tically all of Europe - except for a couple of 

countries which, for comvenienoe sake had been allowed to remain 

'neutral' - and he also controlled huge chunks of the Soviet Union. 

And Europe, under Hitler, had been tur.ned into a huge slave camp in 

which the Poles, the HW'lgarians, the Czechs, the Slavs were literally 

used ae slaves in the service of saa Hitler Germany and the German 

people whom Hitler had hypnotised into believing that they were 

indeed the •master race•, the race born to rule the world and to 

have dominion over all the inferior r ces. To get any sort of firs t 

hand idea of wha t Hitler's Germany was like people need only to look 

at South Africa today. The only difference was that Hitler's so-calle 

'inferior' people with tbei;r- so-called slower mental processes were 

not black; they were the same colour as the eo-c lled 'master race'. 

So Hitler's racism had to be based on something more complex than 
in the seven 

just the colour of a person's •kin. And/ .tilaxtilaxnah:a years be tween 
1939 

1932 and 191, Hitler used r acism, with the Jews of German; as its 

first target, to gain political power and whip the German populace 

into a patriotic fr•••Y by proclaiming them 'the mas ter race•. The 
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Jew• were persecut ed, their property was confiscated and later they 

were bearded into concentration camps which later became exterminatiot 

camps, death camps where they were destroyed by the millions. An d 

between 1932 and 1939 the world looked on and did nothing as Hitler's 

power and the racism which was the driving force of that power,both 
I 

spread. So Hitler ' s Germany killed milli.ons of Jews and the world 
f'I 

looked on; he seized other people ' s lands and the world looked on ; 

he turned other people into slaves of the •master race • and the world 

looked on: much as the world looks on at South Africa today. By 

1939 Hitler had grown so strong and his racism so arrogant that he 

no longer hid the fa,ct that his driving purpose was to conquer all of 

Europe , and then, later, all the world. And so, finall y, in September 

of 1939 , when Hitler invaded Poland, the Western Powers realised that 

unless they did something 1 t would be their turn next. And 1 t pre t t y 

nearly was . :Between 1939 and 1944 Hitler• s forces occupied a l l of 

Europe and were at the gates of Moecow at one point . Only Winston 

Churchill's defiant bluff and bluster stopped them from invading 

l:lri tain at a tim.e when she was very weak . If Hitler had invaded 
when she was world in 

Britain/at her weakest, he might have prevailed, and the/k%Uu~ 

which we live now would have been a completely different place: a 

world in which inferior r a ces served one •master race• . But Churohi llE 

bluf f paid off and Bitler hes:t:tated long enough for the tide of war 

to turn . And on June 6, 1944, the tide had turned suf:fioiently for 

the greatest land, sea and air illvaa1on ever unde15taken to be l aunche 
Europe 

in order to 11 bere te/ W•• tu1n:ii f"rom the slavery of Hitl er Germany. It 

all happened just 36 years ago today. And the cost in human l ife 
finally 

and in human , suffering was terribly high before Eu.rope was/freed. 

ft.nd the things which made possible the terrible damaged and suffering 
Hitler oaused are still with us . Let us think about that on this 
very special anniversary of the struggle to be free . Goodnight 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



~ 
End of U.S. Primaries Season 

NEWS COlVIMENTARY 
For bro adcast on Wednesday 
June 4, 1980 9 6olOpom 

Good evening : Yesterday saw the end of this year's American Primary 

elections t o choose t he two men who will op ose each other in the 

November Presidential ·election~. What t he primaries dlbd was a kind 

of state by state electoral process through which each of the two 

parties in the United St a tes selected the delega tes who would go 

to t he nationa l convention of ea ch par ty to choose that party's 

PreaidBntial candi date. The Democra ts will hold t heir nominating 

Convention in New York in August; and the Republicans will hold their 
Detroit in July o 

nomina ting Convention in/Xaxxt•zH¥XXJIXJUGumal!. An d perhaps the singl : 

most interesting thing about t his year's Nomin a ting Conventions is 
indeed 

t he f act t hat the American el ector a te, and/ the rest of the world, 

alrea dy know who t he c&--idi dat e s will be. Ther e is al ways of CO}ll'Se 

t he remote chan ce t ha t something extraor din ary mi ght ha ppen to change 

this. Disability or death or t he outbreak of nuclear war coull, for 

instance , tota lly change t he i..merican politica l pictureo But such 

extraordin ar y hap enings apart, Mr. J immy Carter is certain to be 

t he Democratic Party ' s candi date f or a second t er m in t he White House, 

and Mr. Ronald Reagan is cer tain to be the Republican Party's 

candidate. Ther e will be no bitter fights to win or retain deleggtes 

as has been the ca se in most previous Conven tions of both partieso. 

And the reason is that both Mr. Carter and Mr. Reagan will go to the 

nominating conventions already controlling more of the convention 

delega tes ea.ch will need to be nominated on the first ballot. 
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President Carter's camp of the Democre.tic Party already ha.a more 
Democratic 

than the 1,666 delega tes needed to win the/nomination. And Mr. 

Re agan a lready has more than the 998 delegates needed to win the 

Republican nomination. So, with the nominations practically sewn-up 

why did not Mr. Edward Kennedy do like Mr. George Bush en the 

Republican s,aide and gracefully withdraw? When t he Reagan nominatiol 

bec am e a cert.a inty Mr. Bush aban doned his c ampaign and instru<taed 

the delegates who were committe d to him to transfer their votes to 

Mr. Reagan. Mro Kennedy ha s done no such thing. Why? Consider these 

possible re a sons. By fi ghting Mro Carter all the way to the conven­

tion Mr. Kennedy makes sure t hat he will play a ke y pa.rt in the draft•· 

in g of the ·Democratic election platform. If Mr. Car ter then goes on 

t o win a s e cond term it will be on a pl a tform stron gly influenced by 

Kenn e1y . And remember t ha t by 1984, when the next Presidential 

elections are due, Carter will no t be able to run again and Kennedy 

would still be a com paratively young man, more sea soned 9 more 

experienced and still only in his early fifties. Bu t what if Mr. 

Carter were t o l ose to Mr. Reagan in .November? In t hat event Mr. 

Reagan , on the verge of 70, would be one of t he oldest men ever to 

become Presider1t. An d t he young Mro Kennedy would be the logical 

le4der to hold a defeate d Democratic Par ty together over the next 
rightwing 

four year s while the a geing conserva tive Reagan's/policies lead 

America de"e-per and deeper into turmoil and conflict both at home and 

abroad. In such a context the Kennedy leadership could be made to 

look better with e a ch pa ssing ye ar, and almost an sure a Kennedy 

victory in t he 1984 Presidentia l elections. So if the Kennedy people 

are indeed look beyon d November of 1980, and are thinking in terms 
\ f:}·'"' 

of November 1984, then what Edward Kennedy is doing right J s logica l,( 
in terms of the Democratic American politica l process. Goodnight 0 
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1) Attack on Dudley T. : Coinci dence or Set-hand? 
2) S0oting of Vernon Jordan 
3) South Africa : A Sraw in the Wind 

N EWli COMMEN 1.l:AR Y 
For broadcast on Monday 
Brune 2, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: What ever were the i disadvantages and the discomforts 

of this pa.st wet weekend, its one great a dvantage was t hat it also 

e.cted es a da.T[Jper on gnn violenoe, especi9lly poli ticAl gun violence. 

So, for t hat at least, let us give thanks. But much more important 

than just giving thanks for a. little ease from the violence, let us, 

the peaceful majority, decide to put a stop to ito Do you remember 

the case of the higgler woman a few yea.rs back who got so angry at 

e, gunman who tried to hold her up and rob her? Remember she beat 

him up and took the gun from him? wei1, I think if t his society, 

collectively~ became angry ~nough about the lawlessness and the 

violence, we can bring it under control~ There a.re e-no11·gh decent 

and upright people in our security forces and in our political system 

with whom we can co-operate to stop the violenceo We are many and 

the lawless ones are few. All we need is the will and then to 

mobilise B.gainet them. One of the main obstacles to this united 

action aga.inst violence is the fe.ct t hat there are some among us 

who seac pol:i. tSca.l gain bP" exploiting the violence. And it is this 

that makes the fight against violence that much more difficulto But 

I think that aoomar or later the Jamaican people will see through 

this and turn their backs on those who would use violence to divide 

the house against itself. Indeed, the signs are already there for 

those who care to look closelya Next, there is much speculation on 

whether the t wo events concerning Mro Dudley Tho~pson, and coming 

so hard on each other, were coincidental. You will remember that 
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on Viednewday of la.st week we had those startling frontpage headlines 
in both of our daily newspapers ... 

/that the Police Federwtion, through its chairman, had declared its 

'no confidence' in Mr. 'l'hompson as the Minister of National Security. 

And then, on Se.turday, and again in both of our newspapers we he.d 
stating 

those equally startling new frontpage headlines/daaimti:llK in one 

case that Mr. Thompson' a se.at in Parliament had been declared vacant, 

&nd in the other case that he had been 'unseated'. As it turns out 

Mr. Thompson' a seat has not been declared vacant end he has not been 

unseated: but this is by the wayo The teasing question is whether 

there was any oonneotiom between the •no confidence• declaration by 

the Police Federation and the High Court ruling which had the effect 

of causing Mr. Patterson to temporarily remove the portfolio of 

National Security from Mr. Thompson .o In other words, did the offiverE 
know 

of· the Police Federation/about the High Court ruling which was about 

to be made'publio? For if they did know it would tend to put their 
. so 

fi•n 'no confidence' declaration in a. completely new light. And /the 
opportunist, the 

queLtions are: was this action/the seizing of/a opportunity of the 
known 

/coming High Court ruling to get at the man for personal or political 

or both r~asons? Or was it one of those one-in-a-million coninoidences 
happen ••lcJx:i:•:xita. nwre often in fiction than in fact-?_fr 

which/ g11:xt:ax,aullxfta1ixi:iu:tkxn:xat:K'.ug1ntxtt&llx:f:i:■i:i:o: • And[ in ally 

and briefly, the shooting of ble.ck American civil rights leader Verno?l 
massive · 

Jordan last Thursday, and the blowing up of a/fuel storage depot 

outside Johannesburg, South Africa in the early hours of this morning, 

are straws in the wind, worlds apart, but linked by the struggles of 

black folk. Coming so soon after the riots of blacks in Miami after 

the beating to death of a black man, the Vernon Jordan shooting has 

triggered feaxs on new black unrest all over America. The South AfricE 

explosion snows the ultimate vulnerability of even the .most rtgtid 
racist system in the worldo As long as there are blacks in South 

Africa - and thJ:!re a:::e ~o::m...r they will fight that system yilever the price. Ana in ~ne eno tney "11 prevailo Goodnight J&.,ot' 
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1) Continuing Violence 
2) Tho ~DF Chief's Response 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
May 30, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good eiaening: In spite of that moving a,ppeal tor political peace 

by Mr. Hugh Shearer, and in spite of the Prime Minister's warm and 

positive echoing of it, the violence and the bloodletting continues. 
on this station and shocking 

One news report/cflrried the depressing/information that alllUJiilng 
· twenty · 

afx~loxaxanxaf/twr-i?by people had died by the political gun between 

Tuesday and Thurada.y of this week. And those who died were, in the 

main, poor and young and black. And to this we must now add last 

night's killings in the OlYl)pic Gardens area. If this madness does 

not stop, if this savage political bloodletting is not stopped, 

then the l ives of hundreds of poor Jamaicans are going to be snuffed 

out by the political gun between now and election time. So what is 

this all about? You would have thouiht that when sleotoral reform 

was put in place, and when we were told that elections would be 

held as soon as the electoral reform process was completed, people 

would have settled down to prepare for those elections. This, after 

all, is what a great part of the agitation ha,d been all about. With 

this out of the way, a new situation, new conditions, should have 

come into play. The action now, you would have thought, would centre 

on the parties organising a.nd mobilising and educating their support­

ers for the campaign. You would have thought tha.t the working out 

of the issues and positions of the parties end the meetings and 

preparations of the groups and branches, would take pride of place 

and push the divisive end violent street politics in to the baQ:~ground 
\ 

Instead, what do we have? le have this upsurge in violence. Why'i\ 
\ 

\ 

i 
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There is an awful lot of talk about sett!ng the stage for a new 

state of emergency. But two oan go in for the business of stage 

setting. The government can set the stage and the Op position can 

also set the ss•ge. And don't forget, like it or not, we are into 
days. 

the realm of dirty tricks in Jamaican national politics theeeJ And 

to compound all this we are told of some myste:erious other group, 
holding 

neither PNP no:t JLP, which is determined to undermine the/paa;pada 

of elections. And what of that Daily New• report of Tuesday of this 

week about a mysterious black army being treined in Miami for 

service in a • 6ari bbean island• '1 And one thing you can be sure of 

is that if such an army is being trained, nobody is going to come 

foraa.rd and admit it, any more than the CIA will step forward and 

say yes, we tried to destabilise this or that. And this of course 

applies to the· KGB, the DGI, British Intelligence and any other spy 

service. So it is foolish for us to expect anybody to own up. The 

best we can do is ask ourselves: who is most likely to do it, and 

why? So, if there is an external attempt to overthrow the Jaaaican 

government, who is most likely to do it and why? If this is what 

this current violence is a ll about, then why cannot our two ma jor 
at least 

political parties/put a stop to i~ their supporters being used aa 

pawns? Instead, each side seems more interested in scoring partisan 

points from it. The one ra.y of of hope end se.ni ty in this ugly sea 

of violence was, that letter from the Chief of Staff,i of the Jamaica 

Defence Force in response to one he had received from the Leader of 

the Opposition. It is a wise and balanced and mature letter ,, and if 

you have not rea.d it, please do so. At one point the Briganlierwrites: 

"What we do not need are false facts or allegations designed ·to, 

weaken our positton• We will strive at all times to deal with the 

public in a fair and impartial mBDner so as to earn their trust an'd 
confidence. 11 To which I say amen. Goodnight. 
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l) National Security & Partisan Politics 
2) Violence & the Language of Violence 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
May 28, 1980, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: A very worrying question on the minds of very many 

Jamaicans today is whether we can continue to keep national 
narrow 

security spparated from/partisan politics. And that worry has 

been heightened by news reports of what took place at yesterday's 

public session of the annual conference of the Jolioe Federationo 

In his Kew• Analysis last night Robert Fray dealt fully and impartiall ; 
in the 

with the specific issues raised/•~xtu speech of the Chairman of 

the Police Federation, so there is no need to go over that. But 

there is need to question and to think out very carefully the likely 

implicatione ·of any efforts, and there have been some, to pressure 

the police, or at least some policemen, in to adopting narrow partisan 

political positions. The principle of the rule of law is of course 

very clearly above partisan politics. And those who.SC, job it is to 

uphold, and where necessary, enforce, the rule of law, can only do 
{w--"-\,J, 

eeLprb perly and successfully if they too operate at a level which 

is above partisan politics. This,and not some nebulous fetish about 

national security, is the cornerstone of our social and political 

system. Of course you have the rule of law in other social and 

political systems too. In 8olkth Africa, for instance, racism and 

Apartheid are enforced by way of the rule of lawf . The South African 

Parliament has passed the laws which legalise all that racial 

nastiness: and it is in the name of aational security that they ~~~ 
\ 

brutalise and imprison and kill black peopleo So the social and 

political system within which the rule of law operates is quite as 
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important as is the rule of law itself. The law can and has been 

used to oppress and exploit and even to kill: the rule of law can 

and ha& been used aa an instrument of oppressiono The protecting 

of national security can and has been used as a tool of oppressiono 

So when we talk about upholding the rule of law and when we talk 

about safeguarding national seeurity we aust always remember the 

context of the social and political system~ Where the social and 

political system are geared to serve the interests of the majority 
usually also serve majority in.t erest& 

national security and the rule of law /mrla:trli:µ:itl1ax .. ixttb:p 

Where the social and political sys,tems are geared t6 serve the 

interests of minorities; national security and the rule of law are 

usually also geared to serve minority interests. In dictatorships 
t' national security and the rule of law are used to pe~etuate those 

dictatorships. In open pluralistic democracies national security and 

the rule of le.w are used to protect and perpetuate the democratic 

processo But open, pluralistic democracies can only continue as such 

for as long as those whose job it is to safeguard the national securi t , 

and uphold the rule of law abide by the basic rules of the systemo 

And the most basio of all the rules under our system is that they be 
manipulate 

genuinely non-partisan in the doing of their job. The efforts to/ and 

involve our security forces in narrow partisan politics is therefore 

a very grave threat to our system itaelfo So watch this one very 

carefully, pleaseo And then there is the business of the violent and 

brutal language which is the first step to violent and brutal actiono 

So listen to the language too, please. Violent language leads te 
leads 

violent deeds; peaceful language/to peaceful deeds. You do not 

threaten war if you really want to live in peace• So listen carefully 

and you will know who is really for peace. Goodnight 
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/ 1) Eventide: After the ]uneral what? 

~ 

fl:EWG COiv '[E1i'l1AHY 

2) Tourism and Violence ) ) ·in• iiil!lSa, R:YL a R. I ts 

For broadc·ast on Monday 
7 16,1 26, 1980i 6 .. +o:p.m 

Good evening: The nation today buried in solemn ceremony at the 

place reserved for our heroes and heroines t he old people who died 

in the fire at the Eventide Home in the ea:-ly hours of last Tuesday 

mor.ningo And today is being observed a.s a Na tional Day of Mourning 

for t hese old people who died so cruelly and so tragically. In 

life we neglected these old people orucllyo Is the homage we now 

p~y them in death an acknowledgement of that neglect while they were 

alive? If it is an honest and humble acknowledgement of that 

neglect, if it is an admission of u national :failure which we mean 

to remedy, then we will show it by deeds ra ·ther than words in how 

we de ql from now on with the old people, an.d the homeless and the 

helpl~ss onea who are still alive among us: it will show in the 

re-ordering of our priorities. So let us watch and see what comes 

after this natiorial ceremonial show of grief. And, wa.tvhing, let us 
. I 

remember that we are each watching ourselves :for each one 07ua is 

a pa.rt of the whole t hat wen t into the making of that cruel neglectJ 

which lJd t o the fiery death of those old people. For Jamaica to 

be come the good socie•ty ·that it can be, and that it will be one day, 

we must take ~u .. be t ter care than we have up to now of the very old 

and the very young who are also poor~ In part, of course, this is 

the problem of poverty, the problem of how poor countries and poor 
li t tle 

societies allocate what/they have. And here, ~or instance, would it 

not have been so much better socially if we could have spent less 

money on say, National Security and funnelled some of the money 

from that Ministry into some of our basic social needs? But the 
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ugly :politi1tally inspired violence whi ch now stalks the land seems 

al.mos t designed to er.sure that an unusually large part of wht we do 

have goes into figh ting the Yiolent crime .. In 1978/79 Recurrent spendi: 

Estima tes for NA. tional Security was a little over $84-million. In 

1979/80 it had gone up to over $115- million o And for this year 
over 

1980/81 it has gone up to/$136-million. And this increa sed spending 

on Na tional Security is part and parcel of the struggle to protect 

the society from. the violence of the g,:m 9 often the political gun. 

If, for instance, the len 0 ha d been peaceful DJDP, if' the land 

he.d been free of gun violen~e and the thr eat of gun violence P there 

would have been less need to concentrate so much of wha.t we have on 

providing protection and aeouri tyo !f, for instance, we ha.d been able 

to keep spending on National Security a.t its 1978/79 level, we would, 

today have hed something over $50-rnillion in hnnd which could have 

bean cher.nelle d into tA.king care of the very old apd the very young 

and the helpl3ss. And $50-mill ion-plus v1ould ha,ve been more than 

enough to r eplace those firetraps ~t the Eventide Home ~ But the 

violence was there, the violence had to ·be dealt with, so the money 
and 

had to go to strenthen e~curity while the old And tha young/the 

helpless who are poor were neglected. There is a connection here 

between the violence an d the neglec t . And I, for one, eun not so sure 

that we should just dismiss those who say the connection is deliberate, 
example 

and ca l culated. :b'C'r/ there are very few :people who these d.e.ys believe 

that it is an accident that just when our tourism i s on the upswing 

we are hit by political violence at home and highpowered negative 

publici •ty abroad.. And thq sad thing about this brand and tltis style 
violent 

of/partisan politics is that it is usually the poor and the helpless 

and the weak and the dispossessed and those in need who are the 

main victims. Goodnight 
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1) Labour Day, li80 
· ~ j ,-- 2) '.!he .Budget Debate 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadc.ast on Friday 
May 23, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: And I hope that you have had a peaceful and 

productive Labour Day, with many trees plpnted, and that the weekend 

will be peaceful and productive. And it is important at this time 
to tell 

to remind ourselves, and/the younger people in the society, that 

the observance of this tilta day is in honour of the working people 

of this country and of the trade union movement they fashioned to 

serve their needs. Tha t trade union movement has, over the years, 

playe d a critical role in tu both the political and social evolution 

of this soci_,. Most of the rights and privileges working people 

take for granted today had to be fought for at one time or another : 

and at times the fight was bitter. There were bitter struggles 

before workers won the right to join trade unions or to organise 

themselves into trade unions. There were people who were prepared 

to shut down their plar.ta a.n d withdraw their investment rather than 

acc,pt the unionisation of their work force. There were times when 

wo:kers who dared to unionise lost their jobs. There were times 

when today's respected union leaders were dismissed as 'those damn 

trouble-makers•. The f act that the trade union movement exerts the 

power and influence that it does today is a measure ot how far the 
organised 

/working people of J amaioa have come. It was not always so; and 1 t 

was not easy to reach this point. The struggle was hard end long; 

the resistance the workers encountered was fierce. Nobody gave 

them anything; they had to earn each right, step-by-step, often 

through bitter and costly struggle. And perhpps the singl e most 

heartening thing to note on this L bour Day of 1980 is the emerging 
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of a new unity of purpose and untiy of action among our major trad~ 

unions. I think tha t when this unity of action end purpose comes 

fully into play, when a united trade union movement recognises and 
decides to 

/ use~ its latent political power for the common national good, our 

national po11 tics will enter an important new phase. Perhaps there 

was a hint of this in Mr. Hugh Shearer's very warmly received 

contribution to this year•!$ l>udget debate, especially in his 

passionate appeal for an end to political violence. He could appeal 

across the narrow party lines separating PNP and JLP precisely 

because our trade union movement is breaking free of those narrow 

party lines. All our major unions represent working peopl$ of all 

political affiliation: so you will have supporters of the PNP as 

members of the BITU and supporters of the JLP as members of the NWU 

end supports of both as members of the other big unions. And when 

this nappens the kind of mechanical e.ud blind party loyaltt•e which 
to and unscrupulous 

lead to mindless political violence or/the easy/manipulation of 

political violence tend to be reduced and eliminated by understanding 
by 

and/enlightened self-in t erest. So, for me, it was no accident 

tha ·t i t should be Hugh Shearer, the spokesman for the Bie: Five 

trade unions, who called with such passion and e.uthor1 ty for an 

end to political violence and for a return to the politics of peace. 

And 1 t was no tmrpriae either that Prime Minister Michael Manley 

should endorse that S~earer call and remind us of how as two young 

I sland Supervisors of the two major trade unions they contended 

mightily against each other at times without their followers ever 

hurting or d8lllaging or maiming each other. That oall by Shearer and 
indeed, · 

response by Manley, was,:for me,antil,li tor very many Jemaioana, the 

political highpoint of the 1980/81 .Budegt debate. Goodnigpt 
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The Eventide Home Fire: 
What of the future.? 

NE1i'vS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesdfly 
May 21, 198Ot 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: Most, if not all, J amaicans are heartsick and 

depressed by the terrible fire at the Eventide Home in the early 

hours of yesterday morning, which took so many liveso And the 

way in which vast numbers of Jamaicans have responded to the 

tragedy is proof, if pro6f were needed, that Jamaicans do care 

about each other and about the weak and the helpless among us. We 

had this proof during last year's flood rain in the west end of 

the island: we had it again yesterday. But why wait until some 

tragedy comes about to remind us that we do care? Why did we not, 

why could we not, do what had to be done to make lives of those 

old folk as safe and as secure from the hazard of fire as is possiblei 

And what can we do to ensure as far as is humanly possible that this 

kind of fire with this kind of death toll does not take place again 

in the future? I think it must begin with buildings. Some buildings 

are more prone to fire than others. Old wooden buildings which have 

stood for over one hundred years, even if some of the older wood 
-

had been replao.ed from time to time, would be most prone to fire. 

I recal l that some time last year some such similar wooden building 

in Canada went up in flames and also claimed a large number of lives. 

So the first t hing we need to do when thinking of rebuilding is to 

make sure that whatever new structure we put up is as fire-proof as 

possible. The less wood the less likely the type of matchbox flash-

fire which consumed that klmtide structure in so short a time. 

Another thing we need to be acutely oonwcious of in putting up any 
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buildings for the very old and the very young is the fact that 

the very old and the very young are usually either totally or 

partially helpless in any JBmergencyo So it should be easy to get 

such people in ar out of the bumldingso For instance, to have 
or little babies 

bedridden and blind old people/in an upstairs wooden building is 

aln10st to ensure disaster in an emergency., .And_j let us facei t, 

no society can ever plan so carefu.1ly that it will never be hit 

by some disaster or some emergencyo The best we can do, the best 

any society can do, is to plan in such a way as to minimise the loss 

of life if and when we are hit by some disaster or emergency. So we 

want to ~nsure that the helpless ones can be moved very quickly out 

of danger, or are even able to crawl away from da.ngerp In all this 

how we build is critical. Then there sre people who say that perhaps 

yesterday's tragedy would not have happened if the Eventide H.ome were 

located elsewhere, in some rural setting perhe.ps, e.way from the 

population pressure and t he political pressures of the area in which 

it iso T.hese people may very well be righto The hard proble~t s that 

old people need and went to be part of the community. Like all of 

us they need and they want to be in touch with the flow of things 

which gives meaning to life and makes being a.live a worthwhile 

experieno·e. If we were to quarantine these people in some sort of 
fea11ed-in. 

isolated/place where they see only other old people and their keepers 

there would be very 11 ttle point and meaning to their lives. At the 

Eve1rtide Home on the Slipe Pen Road they are at the centre of things, 

part of a comm.unity, watching and hearing the traffic a.nd the children 

and all the other noises which ma~e their lives p4rt of the life of 

the wider communityo Of course it would be easier to take care of 
we 

them if/isolate them like fenced-in prisonerso But for their sakes as 

well as for the sake of the soul of this societ let us keep them 
with us in love and care while they are alive. YGoodnight 0 
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·-t ~ EJ.eotion Year Budget 

NEWS COMMENTARY f1 j 
For broadca.st on Monday 
May 19, 1980, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: The main thing about this year's Budget Debate which 

got under way at Gordon House earlier today is the fact that it is 

an election year budget, and, therefore, it is an election budget. 

Both the PNP and the JLP speakers will see it a.nd deal with it in 

that lighto Each side will do its best to get the maximum electoral 
the shortest 

mileage o·ut of what is perhaps/budget debate in the memories of 

most Jamaicans who are now alive. But then, a.a Mr. Mullings, the 
Business 

Leader of Government/is reported as saying: this is not a normal 

year. This is a highly political year, a year during which the 

lines dividing the parties are drawn more sharply than they were 

even back in 1976. I think it i~ import8llt for us to bear this fact 

in mind as we try to grapple with the n'Ulilbers and the arguments 

floating from one side to the other in Gordon House between today 

and thursday. I think the short-term and immedia·te issues will be 

relatively clear and easy to gra.spo The first and most import8llt of 

these short-term issues is of course the business of findin8 the 

money needed to bring in the basic food the people must have. In 

electoral political terms this is crucial. It is of course crucial 

in eny case, election or no election. But the fact that this is 

election year makes the bringing in of adequate supplies of basic 

food a.n election issue. This is so, and this would be so, whether 

the government of the day is PNP, JLP or No-Po And no government, 

of eny party, can bring in basic food by printing money. You have 

to find hard foreign exchange to pay for imported basic food. Here 
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the numbers should be relatively clear. Normally, no Minister of 

Finance will put anything into his spending budget without first 

making sure that he ,oan lay his hands on the money to be spent. 

So when .Mr. Hugh Small tabled his spending Estimates in Parliament 

on May 8th, he had to have a pretty clear idea of where the foreign 

exchange to · bring in the basic food and the essential medicine and 
~ 

raw materials had to come from'° And one important though not publicise 

reason why this budget could not be made under IIYIF conditions was 

the fact that the IMF was opposed to any kind of special ·assistance 
help 

from friendly countries to/close the budget gap because it said such 

assistance is abnormal and not sustainable. In other words under the 

IMF J·amaica was not allowed to accept special budget support help 

from friendly countries. i\nd without that help J amaica would not 

have been able to bring in the level of basic food a.nd other necessi t­

ies now budgeted for. So, in electoral political terms the PNP 

would have gone into this election with both its he.nds and feet tied 

if it ha d stuck with the IMF. And on the domestic side the key issues 

are unemployment, runaway prices and wage restraints. Freeing up the 

workers and their unions, cree.ting some highly visible jobs, and 

bringing prices under a measure of control not possible with the IMF 

are again electoral political imperatives for any party making a .. 
budget when elections are just around the corner. These are the 

key elemer1 ts of what 1s essen ·tially a short-term election year budget. 

How the Opposition counters it ii going to be important as a pointer 

of what 1 t would do if it were to win the coming election so The 

tearing to shreds part should be relatively e·asy. How it is done, 

what is denounced 
what policies the 

what, if anything, is approved of, 
and condemned/should provide us with olues of llP 

/ Opposition would persue. The catch here is that as for 5he governmer. 
~ 0~ 

side, so for the Opposition side, the 1key concern is the coming eleotj 
~ Goo dn i Q"h t . 
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~litical 'Dirty Tricks' 

NEWS OOMMEN. TAR Y 
For broadcast on Friday 
May 16, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The Secretary of the PNP held an urgent press 

conference very late l ast night to tell the nation that he had 

received information of a coffin p~oked with guns coming from Miami 

to J'emaica and a.ddresae d to him. He had alte:bed the Commissioner of 

Police and he wanted the nation to know t hat he had nothing to do 

wfth this coffin-loa d of guns. But just assume for a moment that 

Dr. Luncan did not hold t hat press conference l ast night because he 

had not got any information about any alleged coffin-load of guns. 

and assume further that a few days hence, or a few weeks hence, a 

coffin loaded with guns were to arrive in Jamaica and were to be 

addressed to t he PNP secretary. Just imagine the sight. Customs 

receives the documen t s clearly identifying the coffin a s consigned 

to a particular person. And whatever the documents say about t he 

contents of the coffin, t he·y open 1 t for examination. And lo and 

behold, the guns are revealed. And, you know something, I do not 
politician of any party 

think that any••~to whom such a deadly cargo is consigned, wht her 

it be a set-up or not, is going to be able to explain that one away 

after the fact. Such a politician, whatever later facts or later 
will be trapped and 

court proceedings might bring out,/will be so ba dly damaged by the 
is ••-ui revelation, especially if it/carefully manipulated in the 

media, that he would •:i::ikax have to leave poli ticas, in all likelihood 

dragging his party down to defeat with him. The only way for any 
politically 

politician not to be/buried in that coffin loaded with guns would be 

if he were able to find out and expose the plan and the shipment 
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of the coffin of guns. Now, if that coffin loa.dedwi th guns does 

arrive the man can say: 'I warned you about it; they were trying 

to frame me•. But the very facts that we are into this kind of 

thing, that we are so deep into what became publicly known as 

political 'dirty tricks• during the time of the U.S. Watergate 

scandal, is i the gravest and greatest challenge to our demooraoy. 

For it raises ·all sorts of questions about just how free our elections 

will really be, even· if we · set the most perfect system in place. 

Mr. -Richard Nixon, you may remember, condoned and encouraged the 

use of political 'dirty tricks' to get his enemies and protect his 

friends. During those Watergate hearings of the early l970s the 

world watched and listene·d in shock and horror as the details came 

out of how political opponents were framed, how false evidence was 
deliberately and dishonestly 

manufactured, how people's reputations were/damaged all in persuit 

of political victory. And when such methods e.re brought into play, 

when an opponent is framed so that people think he has committed 

crimes which he has not, are tnose people in fact bei.ng asked to 

make free and honest choices or are they being manipulated? There 

ere many ways of subverting the democratic process. And the employ­

ment of dirty tricks; of lying, of framing and setting up opponents, 

of rearranging the composition of constituencies by fire and the 

gun, of the manipulation of scarcity and scarce benefits, these are 
multi-party 

all dirty tricks which are as subversive of the/democratic process 

as are the efforts to forcefully overthrow duly elected governments 
military 

by way of the/coup. So if we are serious about our commitment 

to multi-party parliamentary democracy which is based on the freely 

expressed will of the Jamaican people then all of ua, and all our 

politicians of eve'I!y party, will turn out faces away from the use of 
political terrorism and political dirty tricks as campaign strategies. 

Goodnight 
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The Democratic Dilemma: 
Are Ideas Subversive? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadca·st on Wednesday 
Ma.y 14, 1980, 6.,lOp.m 

Good evening: At his recent press confersnee the Leader of the 

Opposition was reported to have raised the very interesting point 

that Marxism or communism was, by its very nature, subversive of 

the Jamaican Constitution. The argument, as I understood it, was 

that the Jamaiae.n Constitution provides for the offlce of Leader of 
Constitutional 

the Opposition, which implies the/&i:aax recognition of the two party 

system whe:reas Communism, wherever it has prevailed, has established 

a one-party state. I think this is a matter which could be very 
community participatory 

usefully discussed in some wider publio/forumd and which wouLd be 

very helpf-u.l as both poli •tical a:.m:Ji educa t ion and education on the 

Jamaican Constitution. I think, for instance ., that it is important 

for us to note carefully that nowhere in the Jamaican Constitution 

is any mention w.ade of any political partyo When members are elected 

to Parliament, they are elected a.s individuals, not as candida tes 

of particular partieso When the Prime Minister is appointed it is 
of Repres ntatives 

as//the Member of the House/"best able to oommantl the confidence of 

a majority of the Members of that House" o u:fhen the Leader of the 

Opposition is appointed it is as the member of the House of 

Representatives "best able to command the support of a majority of 

those members who do not support the jovernment, or, if there is no 

such person, the member of that House who commands the support of 

the largest single group of such members who are prepared to support 

one leader 0 • So the Jamaican Conati tution does not recognise 

political partieso It recognises groups of elected individuals who 
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separate themselves into a majority which f'orms the government and 

a minority or minoritaes which form the Opposition. In order to 

find any Consti tuticmal validity for the political parties we have 

to look elsewhere then in the seotio:ns dealing with Parliemento We 

have, in fact, to look at the sections of the Consti tu.tion dealing 
every 

with the lt"'undamental Rights and l'reedoms to which/aii J' amaioan,.sx■:f 

"whatever his raoe, place of origin, political opinions, colour, 

oreed or sex" is entitled. I t is under this section \iaat we all 

have the right to freedom of association arid e,~bly which of course 

includes the forming of political perties, trade unions and other 

orga.aisationf)o And it is under section 24 that we find the provision 

that 11no law shall make any provision which is discriminatory either 

of i -tself or in its effect 0 o And discriminatory is then defined in 

these words: " t discriminatoryt means affording different treatment 

to different p~rsons attributable wholly or mainly to their respective 

discriptions by race, place of origin, political opinioms,, .f colour 

or creed •• o" And this brings us right back to the age-old dilemma 

which all human societies have had to faoe throughout human history 

whenever Eew foroes he.ve a.risen to challenge old establishments. 
today 

Marxism/does pose a ohal'lenge to capitalism with i ta pluralistic 

democracy. And where the pluralistic capitalist society is ,-genuinely 

open one the Marxists can use the freedoms enjoyed under that system 

to propagate end promote their own views an d thus challenge the system 

itseff. So what do you do when your own constitution itself allows 

that kind of challenge? Do you ma sh up the Constitution in an att8lllpt 

to stop others from mashing it up? Do you protect freedom by sup press­

ing xst freedom? 

Thia i s t he age-old dilemma. I t is only superficially 

r~lnt ed tc pre sent-day wi tch hunts of e i t her the extre1"e left or 

extreme righ t . Fundamental ly i s is an xpre asion of men ' s difficult 
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1980/81 Spending Ea tim FJ te s: 
The Political Context 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
May 9, 1980, 6.l0p.m 

Good evening: A first look at the 1980/81 spending Es timates which 

Finance Minister Hugh Small presented to parliament yesterday brings 
presence of the 

mut two revealing tacts. First, that the/IMF is no longer the heavy 
1nhib1 ting 

dark/shadow over the government• s s pending strategies; and second, 

and flowing logically from the first, there is a re-ordering of 

priori ties back to the pre-IMF spending pattern. For instance, 

that much quoted PNP document of March 8 prepared by its Economic 

Affairs Commit1s.ion shows that if we had still been under IMF 

conditionality Capital spending would have been some $60-million 

less than the $629-plus-million tablhed by Mr. Small yesterday. 

And the indications are that the job creating programmes such as 

road maintenance and improvement would also not have received the 

same amounts under the IMF as they are now going to get. In l ast 

year's spending Es timates,under the IMF,road improvement works 

received only 6-million: this year, without the IMF, the sum has 

been increased to ·11-million. Last year, under the IMFt,:; there 

was no provision for special empirnent projects. This time there is 

a provision for $2-million for specie.l employment. So , in these t wo 

areas alone, t here wil be a grea t deal of job creation which should 

help to ease unemployment. And this return to the type of financial 

planning which is designed to bring social and economic benefits to 

the broadest cross-section of t he community is suggested by many of 

the other figures in t he se spending Estimates, particularly in 

agriculture. :But the big ques ion is of course how we are going 
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to fine.nee this S2 ,000-million Bpending l:h.uiget . Our biggest 

problem here continues to be the buaiBeas of finding all the 

foreign excrhange we need end on this one we ere going to he.ve to 

wait the presentation of the Revenue Estimates for an answer . 

What ia clear alre,ady is that the sky has not fallen in on us as 

a result o,f our breaking w1 th the IMP'. So a l though things are 

difficult, it is not all aa gloomy as the propagaada makes out. 

For' insta.nce, if you look back at the 1979-1980 Revenue Estimates 

you will see that before any borrowing of any kind the country had 

'total Recurrent and Capital Revenue of $1 , 048,962,000. In other 
internally generated 

words mx.tJu:au the nation's/income from taxes, licences and the 

like, was well over $1,000-million. So it is not as if we start with 

nothing. What is important ie that is that the money we generate 

locally cannot pay for the things we need to lJUJ' froa abroad. Only 
U.S En~lish 

the/dollars and/pounds and J panese Yen and German. marks we earn or 

borrow from abroad can pay for our imports . And that is at the 

heart of ou.r problem. .And so the people who call for the building 

of more factories to ease our unemployment must understand the 

importance of the kind of fa.otory which is .bui l t . If 1 t is a. factory 

which earn, more foreign exchange than it consumes then .1 t is a double 

blessing for Jamaica. If it consum.es more foreign exchange than it 

earns then the choices become hard and difficult. This will be so for 

as long as we consume more foreign ex7hange than we earn . So the 

earning, not the borrowang, of more foreign exchange is the really 

critical factor for the long term future. :Borrowing 1s a short-term 
in the long run 

necessity; the kind of investment which/takes out more foreign 

ex.change than it brouaht in is of short-term help but of long-term 

grief . these are some of the key factors to bear in mind in the 
making of this or any other budget. And a.a always a key question is 
what interests ie the budget designed to serve . Goodnight 
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The Politics of Food: 
Shortages & Distribution 

N'.EW5 C MMENTARY 
For broadcast on ednesdfy 
May 7, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: Food, the shortage of food, the distribution of food, 

t he prioe of food - nre all becoming major political issues. Yester­

day the Committee of Women for Progress demonstra ted outside the 

Ministry of Finance demanding tha t the government not delay any 

longer on t heir proposals to deal with the food problem. Radio has 

been cerrying commercie.l spots from the private sec tor blaming 

food problems on shortages due to unavailability of foreign exchange 

to import food; and for this, they hold , the govarnment,and not 

the priv~te sector, is responsible. And now, also yesterday, four 

of our five .:najor trade unions have issued a. statement criticising 

the government for doing nothing about proposals for food distribution 

which the trade uni ons :r:iade since as f ar ba ck aa 1977, and for now 

setting up a committee to seek to implamont some of the se self-t:1ame 

proposals but without any trade union representation on it. This 

trade union protest,( seems to me :perfectly reasonable in light of 

the position adopted by the unions a over the years on our food 

problems. They have mn e strong and practica l an d detailed represent­

ation for increasing food production, reducing prices and coping 

with our food problems. S& let us hope tha t th0 exlusion of the 

tra de union s from that committee which was announced last Thursday 

was an oversight which will now be corrected. One of our difficulties 

is that food and the availability of food and the price and distribut-

ion of food hes, like unemployment and crime and violence and even 

the UJaU role of the church, become embroiled in partisan election-
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eering politics. The chri rges that the food shortages are mBl'lipulated 

in order to embarrass the government are no less far-fetched th8l'l 

are the statements that it is all the government's fault. Make 
and it is 

no mistake about it: t he shortages are very real/because we do not 

ha.ve a.11 the foreign exchange to import all the food we went to. 

But make no mistake about it: 'these shortages are also being grossly 

aggravated by manipulation. A range of :foods tuffs which is not 

a,vailable through regula:t chaxmels at ret,rular prices can be got and 

is being ·go-t through the flourishing black nwrket and higgler tude. 

And, admit it or not, the higglers are able to somehow get supplies 
food 

of scarce/i tame brought in by the State Trading Corpo1,a tion. Where 

and h.O\'J do they lay their hands on these? There is a revealing 1 tem 

on the frontpage of today's Daily News on 'How higglers get scarce 

food i t ems', as well aa an equally interesting article inside by the 

group known as The Unmugzled Ox on food distribution. The faot is 
food . 

that there is a very serious/dia~ibu•tion problem, and I do not think 

it i s one that is going to go av,ay in the f'oreseeab l e future wh&ther 

there is a change of government or not. The whole world is entering 

in-to a period of food and other shortages: the age of adundanoe is 

ending. And, like it or r.ot, where there are shortages controls and 

some form of rationing must come about. One w&y of rationing is to 
the 

make it impossible for the poor to afford to buy/fooc!; another is to 

control prioee and share what is available as fairly and as justly 

as possible. So until we get arouna to producing the bulk of our own 

food the shortages will remain with us. How we manage the situation, 
how muoh of the scarce food we can bring in, whole 

/how we deal with prices end distribution, how••• we feed the/nation, 

not just special or privileged sections of it, these will to a llrge 

extent determine both the outcome of the election and the shape of 

the future. Goodnight. 
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/ Tito 

s 
NEWS COMM EN TAR 
For broadcast on Monday 
Ma,y 5, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

& Non-Alignment 

Good evening: Yugoslavia.' s President Tito was, until his death 

yesterday, the l ast of the founding fathers of the Non-Aligned 

Movement, t hat worldwide body of independent nations who ar~ 

determined not to be dominated or manipulated by either of the 

two super powers or by any power grouping such as NATO in the 

West and the Warsaw PAct in the East. Tito also happened to be 

the only European among the founding fathers of the Non-Aligned 

Movement: all the others were non-European. There was Nehru of 

'India; Nasser of Egypt and Nkrumah of Ghane.: an Indian, an Arab, 

an African. Tito also happened to have been the only Communist 
a 

among that group. India's Nelmn was~ socialist with/very deep 

personal and intellectual commitment~ to social justice and individual 

liberty and ar1ti-colonialism. Na sser,was ~ another socialist and 

a very religious muslim, and tha founder of that brand of Arab 

socialism which seeks to create a synthesis between Islam and 

socialism. Nkrumah, the passionate Pan-African, was yet another 

socialist who was a pioneer of the con tinen f ide 'African freedom 

struggle in the years immediately after the second world war. But 

the socialism of the three non-communist founding fathers in some 

ways differed almost as much from each other as they did from Tito's 

communism. So from its very inception the Non-Aligned Movement was 
as 

as poly-centred and/multi-faceted as tl:le men who founded it. And 

the founding of the movement came out of the simple and bA.sic need 

of these leaders to each steer an independent course for his country 
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free from dmmin.ation, manipulation or interference by the great 

powers. Ti to did n.ot stop being a communist; he did not dismantle 

the communist system he had created in his country or beha.ve any 

differently from communist rulers elsehwBre. He still suppressed 
opposed 

dissent and jailed those who/:axupaa.11 the party. He resisted Soviet 
he 

pressure under Stalin but/never became anti-Soviet. It was not a 

requirement of the Non-Aligned Movement that he, or any other member, 

be either anti-Soviet or pro-Soviet, be either anti-American or 

pro-American. It was, and it remains the right of ea.ch member of the 

Non-Aligned Movement to choose, freely, the path they wish to per sue. 

:Being communist or capitalist or in-between neither qualifies nor 

disqualifies. So, as was shown again in Havana recently, the Non­

Aligned Movement accommodated both those who leaned to the West -

as some African and Southeast Asian countries did - as well as those 

who leaned to the Ees~. :But of course, since its very inception, 
a.wt~~ ,ft,., we~t'vi,..-r~ -~ 

the great powers (and their organs of opinion and of manipulation 

have tried to turn the Non-Aligned Movement into yet another arena 

for their own power conflicts, with the non-aligned countries being 

the pawns. They tried to use Tito in this way in Havana. They failed. 

And ol course they will continue to try to manipulate the Movement 

until the Movement itself helps to bring about a world situation in 

which the:t:e is an end to the politics of spheres of influence and 

the politics of global confrontation is replaced by the politics 

of global co-operation. At present this looks 111:e a most unlikely 

vision, a kind of unatainable dream. 
~t 

:But remember, before Tito defied 

Ste.lin ~ seemed impossible because 1 t had never been done. And before 

they found; the Non-Aligned Movement that, too, seemed an impossible 

thingt Mebhu, who died in 1964, Naliser 5n 1970, Nkrumah in 1972 and 

Ti to who died yesterday were the kind of giants in the hUllllll struggle 
who made what seemed impossible ~ome to pass. Goodnight 
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Political Violence & the 
Psychology of Terror 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro a dcast on Fri 
May 2, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: There was a funera.l procession yesterday. And 

because i t passed off wi t hout incident the entire J r.mnican nation 

breat hed a sigh of relief. And today there ia a. mood of startled 

wonder that the ex :pec ·te d violen ce did not break out. We, all or 

most of us _, haci expected t hat funeral procession to result in the 

outbreak of violence a ·t sorue p9int 01· the other. Political violence 

arJd -the expectatior1 of political violence hHd become the norm for 

such occasions. We had become conditi<me d to it_, The warni.ngs and 
the 

/brutal a11d threaten'ing l angua ge which all but invited violennt 
the 

confrontatio-ri, and all ·the violence an d/killings which have taken 

place since the even ·ts of Apri l 20 a ·t Gold Street, had all prepared 

aml cor1di tionecl us to expect violetJ08 yesterd&.y. And wgen the 

expected violence <lid not come and things passed off quietly there 

was a kind of after-shock of relieved bewildermerito We had braced 
what had become 

ourselves f or/wu:tua1bduuuma a normal a~d to be expected eruption 

of po li tical violeuce. Aud the fact that 1 -t did not come was abnormal 

In other words, we have l argely been conditioned ~o accept politically 

motivated violence as the norm in c ertain circum~tances. And so when 

the violence does not erupt it is a.bno:mmalo Political violemce is 

the norm; its absence is abuormalo What are we coming to when we, as 

a society, quietly accept this deliberate up4nding of our values? 

Considev all the places w_:Lich stopped doing business yesterday after­

noon; consider all the people who stayed away from work. What are we 

r eally doing but allowing ourselves to be psychologically terrorised 
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by the threat of political violence? And when people and socie~ies 

allow themselves to be nixmt psychologically terrorised into 
j _ to 

autonrntio panic reactions it is easy to u~nd values and/make such 

people and such societies accept political violence as the expected 
the of political violence 

norui , an d/i::ta absence/ao abrwrroal.. ~e Nazis under Hitler reduced 

the use of political viole11oe and the psychology of terror to such 

a fine art the.t a whole na:~ion lo s t its sense c)f values and it needed 

a world war to put an end to the Nazi terror. Ma11y others have tried 

to follow the Hitler example bince, notably the Sou th Africarl racists 

and the Latin lill1eri.ce.r1 dictators. And always, it begins with · the 

psychology of -~error which makes people shut down and close down and 

give up and ru11 awa.y and k eep quiet r.-11out vvha-t they know. I think 

we all need to thiuk very seriouBly a.bout these things if we are not 

to become pa,ssive acccmplices to the destruction of multi-party 
. l 

parliamentary democr acy in J'amr-1ice .• We hs-.ve a lr·eady gravely compromise 

the principle of the rule of l aw by the straight partisan naliuee of 

our protests when the 10.w is violated., When ghetto youth with no known 

poli tioal aff'ilia-tion are gunned dow11 the parties and their spokesmen 

are usually silent. They a1,eak up only for those of their side and whe: 
since 

they ceir1 turn it into a political "event'. For ins t ance/the Gold Stree"E 

affair there ha.ve been nine other killings in that same constituency. 
happen 

They/uxa to ba.ve been almost evenly divided be ·tvveerJ supporters of 

the two pa.rties. Are those srmffed out lives, are all the others who 

have been killed sinee, of any lees value than those singled out 

for heroic treatment. These are all Jp.Jua.ic&. lives which have been 

snuffed out, of equal value in the sight o f God. Let us not allow 

political violence and the political use of the psychology o.f terror 

to penic us into not seeing this reality. Goodnight; 
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1) Political Violence Continues 
2) Edmund Muskie Replaces Vance 
3) Yankelovitch on Opinion Polls 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
April 30, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: Na tional Security Minister Dudley Thompson's statement 

to parliament yesterday that the security forces had informed h1m 

about a pl anned campaign of terror to coincide with tomorrow's 

funeral procession for the four people killed at Gold Street on 

Sunday the 20th, is cause for grave concern. When this kind of 

informati on comes from our security forces it cannot be dismissed 

as party political propaganda or partisan efforts at setting a 
S, 

political hand for this or that side. It is one thing when poli tioian• 
give 

or political par'tisans/maka this kind of warning: it is quite another 

thing when our security people do so. So please take it very seriously 

and be on the alert end on guard tomorrow. And please think seriously 

about the almost daily political violence to which this nation is 
re-appearing so strongly at this time? 

now being subjected. Why is it/axuttagxaawi Wha t is behindit? 
The om thing, I think, 

Who is behind it?/ ~--x•Ed:bXJ[][■x~ on which we are all agreed 

u is that t he violence is politically motivated. There may be a few 

criminal opportunists on the fringes who exploit the· situation to 

their own criminal advantage, but the current violence remains 

basically a political rather than a straightforward criminal problem. 

And if you have this kind of political violence, and we do haveJ .it, 

then there is no way that it can be independent of some sort If 

poli tica.l directiono If t hose in-volved are political mercenaries 
6v~~~ 

then there must be someoneLwho pay• them: you cannot have mercenaries 

without paymasters. So who are the paymasters from whom thes• 
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mercenaries, if they are mercenaries and not fanatic par, loyalists, 

take their orders? That is one key question that only our •ecurity 

forces can grapple with: no number of meetings and discussions between 

parties and churches and special interest group ,will help in this. 

And who supplied them with their sophiatmcated arms? Thia, too, would 
arms supply 

require good and very sophisticated/organisation such as gahja-for-

high-lalibre-automatic-guns,for instance. And the timing of this 

l a test resurgence of political violence is obviously to shake-up and 

unsettle the mood of the society as elections draw near. And here 
may have 

let me say I think myself that the government/made a major tactical 

mistake as far as security is concerned when it allowed itself to be 

manoeuvred into flatly declaring it would not call another state of 
possible 

emergency. The fear of the/calling of a state of emergency could 

have acted as some sort of deterrent to the political gunmen and 

arsonists, it could have inhibited the extremes to which they might 

have been prepared to go. Now, they may see this declaration as a 

green light to go ahead. So while it might have been a good move 

politically, it was bad from a security point of view. But in a con­

text where everything, including national security, is used as a pawn 

in the power game this is not surprising. And finally and briefly, 

there is much relief among America' s allies that Senator Edmund Muskie 

and not Mr. Brzezinski has succeeded Mr. Cyrus Vance. Mr. Muskie is 

a political moderate but we are still to see if he can contain Mr 

Brzezinski. And for those interested in opinion polls and how to judge 
our current local storm of the polls the latest issue of Time Magazine 

that of April 28th, ,has a very interesting essay headed: How Not to 

Read the Polls. It is written by Daniel Yankelovich, a long-time and 

highly respected expert on opinion polls. Please rea+ t. I think you 

~ 
will find it 8 helpful reference frame in assessing our own /polls. 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 

l) Cyrus Vance Resigns - some implications 
2, .. ) Japanese It! on State of U. S. 

➔ u• l:i M 1 l(Z& 

For broadcast on Monday 
April 28, .980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: It was a weekend of politics as usual here at home. 
political 

We had/ gun violence Blld arson, as usual; political shouting and 

screaming and cursing, as usual; poli tioal sneering and jeering 

and attempts at character assassination, as usual. In short, as 

usual, many among us did their damnedest to make our bad situation 

worse by accentuating the. negative and. down-playing or completely 

ignoring the pos:t:tive. It is as though some among us want Jamaica 

to fail in whatever she is trying to do. And so, as usual, we are 

a hou.~e divided against itself. .And this is not what party politics 

in a parliamentary democracy is supposed to be. Indeed, this kind. of 

political civil war is a deadly threat to parliamentary democracy, 
which party 

no matter/■u wins. \e either put a stop to this political civil 

war or it will put a atop to parliamentary democracy in Jamaica. 

And the churches, or rather, the leaders of the Jamaica Council of 

Churches, seem to have been made targets in our bitter political 

warfare. But this should come as no surprise to anybody with a workinB 

knowledge of the history of the Christian church. Almost from its 

very birth there have been special interests and special groups who 

have tried to use the ohurch and its influence. And where these 

interests have succeeded in using the church, they have a.pproved of 

the church. But wherever the church ha resisted being used the 

would-be users have tu.med on the church end denounced it, and abused 

it, and, at times, persecuted it and its leaders. So the current 
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are 
attacks on the Jamaica Council of Churches and its leaders/ta neither 

It happened and continues to happen 
new nor unique to Jamaioa./&QXitau:lxaaxa:autagxt:i all over the 

world in places where people want to use and manipulate the church 
political end 

in pe,sui t . of/power or some ide.ological/~••DX• or in the service of 

some special interest group. On the international scene the most 

worrying development following last Friday's disastrous American 

rescue attempt in Iran was this morning' a revelation of the fact that 

.Mr. Cyrus Vance had resignea from the post of u.s. Seoretaryof State. 

Mr. Vance, it turns out, was totally opposed to the rescue attempt: 

he was convinced it would not succeed and would create greater problem 

tor U. s. foreign policy, and so he quit when the Administration decide 

to make the attempt against his advice. Mr. Vance was right; the 

'hawks' led by Mr. Brzezinski were wrong. And one of the things 

worrying AmericMs allies is the fact that the man who was right is 

out and those who were wrong remain in office where they can make 

more 'hawkish' mistakes. Specifically, they are worried about the 

hardline anti-Soviet posture of Mr. Brzezinski and where it might 

lead in the absence of a Cyrus Vance to exercise some moderating 

influence on u. s. policy. The ~uropeane know that they would~e the 

trontline, and certainly the battlefield, of any violent conflict 

between the Soviet Union end the United States: and they do not want 

to be that battlefield for the third time in this one century. So 

where do they go from here? Much will depend on what Mr. Carter says 

and does over the next few days and on who he ohooaes to replace Mr. 

Vance. That reported atatemen t by J'apan' s Prime Minister that the 

United States ie no longer e superpower end should tharefore~ e helped 

to persue the right policies will not go down well with Americans. 

But the alternative to accepting such help in the making of U.S. 
fore i gn policy may well be a weakening andi~rthervfiagma.g~allfgBt the 
western alliance, th.e thing Cyrus Vance tr 8 0 a O • 
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Abortave U.S. Hostage Rescue Attempt 

NEWS COf.'fMENTARY 
For bro 3dc a~t in Friday 
ft pril 25, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: 'l.'he news of the unsuccessful American attempt to 

rescue the hostages held in Iran sent shockwaves reverberating 

through the world' .i power centre~ in the early hours of this morning. 

And one sma.11 measure of the internationa l consternation and concern 

c aused by this abortive attempt was the speed with which Brita.in, 

lJ!l.erica' s s teunchest .E.'uropean ally, declared publicly that she had 

absolutely no advance knowledge that ~uch an a 't'tempt was going to 

be ms.de. Israel al'ld Pakistan were equally quick to declare that 

-cheir territories had not beer1 used as the launchine; point. Indeed 

I urael pointed to l~gypt as the place from which the American planes 
The Egyptians scoffed dilpome. tically. 

made the iLL~f'ated trip./ I think it is reasonable to question whether 

everybody ooricer·ned would he,ve been as anxious to dissociate them­

selve~ from this attempt if it had beerl successful. fhere is a saying 

a bout success having many pe..ren ts an failure only one. And President 

Jillimy C, rter seems ca:,jt as the only parent of this or1e. What are the 

wia.er implica.-tions of this ev~n t? J:.r1d what r ·eally happeued? What 

caused the failure? Clearly, the Carter Admini&tration felt that it 

ha d to do some ·thing. It he.d tried nego ·t;iation; it ha d gone to the 

United Nr tions; it iad gone to the Ir1 terna"tional Court of Justice; 

it had agreed to t1e setting up of a Conmissio11 to investigate the 

crimes of t ,. e former Shah; and a.11 these effor·ts h a d not brought the 

release of the hostc=.:ges any nearer. It h d re:Jorted to economic, 

dilpomatic and poli ticfll pressure; 1 t had prevailed on .its m"' jor allie~ 

to support these pressures, and just this week the Common Market 
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countries as well as Japan had announced that they would adopt 

limi tad economic and diplomatic sanctions by ·the 17th of next month 

unless t h Are was progress to freeing the American hostages. I told 

you on Wednesday of' Iran's uncompromising reaction to this West 

Europee.n end J' apanese threat. If you add to all this the fact that 

within the United States itself a mood of fru1::1trated impatience has 

steadily built up as weekl::l and mor1ths pa.Beed with nothing happening 

e.bout the hostages you will understa11d the enormous p1~es~v.re on the 
either 

President to do something. His apparent in·a,bili •ty to/jax~i free the 
· h a d begun 

hosta.ges or 'punish' Irs:n/wmxuaxiiug to seriously hurt his chances 

of being re-elected. Mr. Ronald Hee.gan had caught up wi ·th him in the 

opinion polls a11d looked like pa .H~ing him • .And within the Administrat­

ion itself there were those, the so-called'Hawks',led by Mr .Breezinski 

who wanted America to 'act tough' and show Iran and the world just 

what American power and might could do. This, I think, waa the mix 

of motives which led to yoeterday's ill-fated rescue attempt. And 

today must ve a very low, if not the lowest poiilt of the CPrter 

Presidency. There are already several versions of what actually happen 

ed that led to the colliding of t he two American planes and the death 

of 8 .Am erican servj.cemen. Were the U.S. planes scrambling to get away 

from I ranian sir attack wheri t hey c ollided? '.rhet is the Iranian 

version. But more importru1t what now? Will the Iranians who have 

warned that they would kill the hoatA.gea in the event of any American 

attack or rescue attempt, carry out -their threat'? If they do the 

United States would be forced to retaliate. And if the Uni ·ted States 

were to ro:taliate the Middle East will go up in flames; and wi tli one 

superpower involved it would be almost impossible to keep the otQ.er 

out. These are the seeds of a wider conflict• So let us hope the 

Iranians will not retaliate by killing or harming the hostages for 
that is the road to war. Goodnight 
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1) The Lanuage of Violence 
2) .Middle Eest: A R.ealignment of' Forces? 

NEWS CCMa. EN11ARY 
F'or broadcast on Wedne:.:;day 
April 23, 1980, 6.lOp. m 

Good evening: If condemnation and denunciation of poli tioe.l violence 

could, by itself ,stop the violerJce then J amaica aud Jamaicans would 

soon be freed o:f this dangerous eild ugly horror. 'Ihe Prime Minister, 

our church leaders and, yesterday, members from both aides of the 

u emaican Parliainer1t, have I"oundl.y denounced politica l violence. 

But, o f course, while words can ·trigger a gei1era.l moo d for violeuce, 

once the violence has erupted, words alone crumo t bring it to an end. 

Ana this is why the lenguage we use in our political debate is so very 

important. Where ·the language is a.ggressive anci abusive and violent, 

it makes physical violence that much easier. The seeds of violence 

are firsi; planted in the minds of people by the violence of the 
politicians end some othere 

language with whioh/KK conduct our nationel debates. 'l.1hink it out for 
abusive and often 

yourself: think of the hard/threatening language wl'licb/ flows from all 

sorts of platforms almost daily. Even that debate ir1 parliEm1er1t 

denouncing violence Afesterday ha d ar1 u,ndercur.rent of the . langua~e of 

vichlence about it. Ail d to create a climate for peace we need t he 

language of peace. So if we. are tjerious abou ·t wcmting to er1d the acts 
of 

/violence then one of the 
violence of our 

the 
things we cru1 all do is to put a rein on/alilL'. 

/ lri:Gll:Et.% utterances. It will not, by i t self, stop the currer1t violence. 

That is a job for the security force s . What en "ing he langu.-. ge of 

violeuce can and will do is to create a ILental climate within the 
a spirit of 

society which is conduoivve to de a ling with o~r problems in/peace. 

But while we have been understandably :preoccupied with our own very 

serious problems, there have ·buen serious new developments in the 

wider woi·ld which could have a profound bearing on how we ruariage with 
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our own pro·bloms. .And the single most i mportant of these developments 

is whnt is emerging as a new power alignment in the Middle East. 

Yesterday · t he European Common Market countries decided 'to set May 17tb 

e ~ the deadlir!e for introducing limi tad sanctions against Iran unless 

there was progress to freeing the American ho s t ages. t hey also decided 

to reduce t heir diploma tic repres:an tation ru1d limit ·tne sizeof Ira.nian 

repre seritation irl t heir countries. ;J:his was their response to the 

American insistellce thaj they support U.S. s anctions agains ·tlran, The 
\ 

:S l.l.r opeans did not in f a ct go a s far as the Americans but they hoped 

that tnis limited pressure would a chieve two thing,3: first, persuade 

Iran to move toward ralee.sing the hostages; and second, persua de the 

lim erica.n~ to hold off on such military action as blockading Ire.n by 

mining the Persian Gulf. But they did and said nothing about the 

roughly one million barrels of oil a day which Iran sells to the West. 

Iran's reaction was swift and sharp. Ef::rlier she ha d ennounced a cut­

o#f of oil to Jepan. Now, hard on the European decision, Ira...~ 

announced that she was opening trade negotiations with the Soviet 

Urlion. Whatever the '¥est wi th.e l d from herdhe would get from the Sovie1 

Union: and there Vi'as the implied threat ·bhet she would cut off all 

oil supplies to the v'est. So in one fell awoop Iran would give the 
and her allies 

Soviet Union/access to the Persian Gulf and its oil riches, r...nd cut 

off cri tica.l supplies to the West. .And then, to cap this shocker, 
C<2. 

Saudi Arabia yesterday announced that they saw no need for the presenc 

of tn.e British .~ br:..ssa.dor in their coun try. The osten sible reason was 
of a film 

because of the showintS/on British TV of the public e2ecu t ion of e 

married young Saudi :pri.ncess and her commoner lover for adul try. The 

::,~fi.131\~s a.ctu.nlly took place thr ee yeers ago. And the British Foreii 

/ h~~ ~ t week apologised for any offence caused. So the question is: 

1lre1 ,~he co~aervative Saudis ~arning the Wes~ ff what will happen if 
/ do break with IrBll? A new twist to a simmering old crisis. Goodnight 
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N'EWS CONJ/iEN ]!ARY 

Politic~l Violence, Economic Sabotage: 
'.£'Win Threats to Democracy 

J:.or br oadcast on } oude.y 
April 21, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The killing of five people in the eArly hours of 

yesterda,y morning at a Central Kingston dance, which was reportedly 

a party political fund-raising affair, i~ the l~teat round in the 

ugly and dangerous and e.ppa.rently escalating political violence which 

( some seem determined to visit on poor JamAica.ns as part of the electiol 

campaign. And as ia becoming r outine with this sort of violence the 

reports of what took place are so conflicting, ~nd so manipulated to 

serve this or that sideAs ends thRt it ia difficult to know wha t is 

true and whet is false. Jl'or ins t a.nee, was the Rt tack carried out 

by about 100 or about 25 men dressed in military-type black uniforms? 

We ar·e given both figures from the same source. Which is true? And 

was the Gold Street Police Sta.tion shot up, P.s reported? The police 

themselves ere reported as saying the ste.tion was not shot up. So 

why t his attempt to add further horror to something that is already 

gruesome enough? It seems to me that we are e.11 of us going to heve 
over the next few months 

our work cut out for us/just to keep cool and oe,lm and on· top of 

what is really happening. Doctoring what really happens, over-ate.ting 

it or trying to suppress it can only make matters worse and contribute 

to further disturbing of the peace. The people of Jamaica have a 

right to know the facts, undoctored and unvarnished. But, unfortunatel= 
violence an importen t 

/ and the manipulation of the use of violence is now/part of the party 

political process. And that is one of the gravest dangers our 

demoracy faces in todRy' s cJ Amaica. Party poli tice,l violenoe and e 
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n,ul ti-par t y parliHmentary democracy cannot exist side by side 

iudefinitikJY• Sooner or latei .. one must destroy t he other: sooner or 

l a ~er parli tmiantEl l'Y democracy will pu.t down poli ticel violence or 
that j 

political violence will deatroy/demt;cracy. And what makes pe.rliementar 

democracy such a diff'icul t system ;jo opera.ta is the fflot that wiless 
· the system 

t he two major parties agree to conta in the violence and make/ti work, 

it will not work. No one party alone can make the system work: t he 

P!tP cannot make i t work alone; the ,TLP cannot make it work alone. 
12... 

They either co-•operate to make the s,ye¥ work or the one eliminates 

t he other and we go into a completely new situation. And when an 

election campaign bogins to look like a c i vil war then we are indeed 

on t he dangerous path to this new situation. There are many ways o:f 
subverting 

/ui:b:g democracy: political violence is one of' those ways. Economic 

sabotage, the use of the economy es a tool of political activity is 

another, though very much more complex and subtle form in which 

dewocracy can be subverted. The siphoning aw0y of :foreign · exchange 

out of the country is one of the more obvious ways in which any par t y 
in 

/government can be hurt politically, and J amaica ha s suffered some 

massive fo r eign exchange leakages. If the use of the economy as a 

poli tioe_l tool is carried to the point of' trying to bring down an 

elected government the danger is that if that government survives 

such s,ttempts 1 t ma y turn against those who made the attempt end make 

it impossible for therr. to continue. And wherever this kind of 

punitive action ha s be en te..ken against a,tamu.tia a private sector 

which was eotively politically hostile toe~ elected government, 
~ 

it has usually resulted in far-reaching changes in the political systE 

i tselt. There has ei.ther been a violent swing to the extreme left 

or the extreme right, with democracy the loser in either case. Goodni, 

S'ois-l~ ,i ~!ts.o.k½ ~ f1M ; ~4<-v'l~f~a,,'o/ r;r~~~ fV--~ : 
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;) Countdown to General Elections 
~) Political Violence: A Special Task Force 
!H 

I 
NEWS COIVUv'LEihARY 
For broao.cast on Frida.y 
April 18, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

I 

'fuJ>iS 

ti r 11d JI •w 

Good evening: If ~ reports of a statemen ·t ib,: the Director of 

Elections that the new voters list will be ready by August are 

correct then we are not likely to have gene~al elections before 

lndpendence .Day 1980 •. And that zrieans e. countdown period of e.t least 

four months to new electionso With campaigning hotting up and seeming 

to get more V':i,oler1t EH'<-Ch day, what can we do to keep the country on 

a re l atively even and peaceful keel over the next four months? 

Reports are tha.t five people were killed in incidents of political 

violence between Wednesday and yesterday morning. If this were to 
continue and . 

/become the norm between now and election day - if we ere to h~ve 
every week 

five poli tica.l killings/be tween now and election day - then somewhei,e 
.._io\e"-HY 

i the region of a.t least one hundred Jame.i can s could die l by the 

gun or knife wielded by political henc:tm1en. And in the me.in those 

who will die will be ordinary poor working-class people like that 

young truck driver from Clarendon, and the pee.nut vendor end his 

girl-friend from the McGregor Gully area, and the t wo men who were 

sta.bbed to death ou taide Christ Church in Virlre.rd town. It is nearly 

always the poor and the ghetto folk who are hurt e11 d meimed and 

killecl: · and if this bloodletting co11tinues until electi.on time, the 

poor will inevitably be t he greatest sufferers. So what are we to 

do? The churches are, I think, doing the .ir best to bring the pa.rty 

political leaders together to try and work out an unders tanding and 

call on their followers not to resort to violence. :But one gets the 
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impression tne.t t he polj_ tical leaders either ca..--mot or will n ot 

impose effective restraj_nts on their more violent su pporters. And 
. that ~ 

·there is, too, the sad f~ct/viililence is see.n by some political activi ; 

~ a verJ u~eful tool in th'3 struggle for poli ·tical po\1er : ~here are 

great political dividends if o:ne side can, honestly or dishonestly, 
of) 

pin the c1i'tlrge of usiilg violence ngrstii.at the other. I think myself 

that we can look to the tr8.de union movement for help with mu.ch grea te. 

hope of positive action agt-:l.inst viole110eo T'ne Unions have in recent 

years achieved a ,mi t y and unde:.:atanding which cuts across partisan 

lines , and i f ·they were, collectively and as in dividual u.nions,to 
a. 

bring t heir conaidera:ble i n fluence to bear in/tiul campaign against 

p~li tical violence I aw. sure the countr;r would bene.fi t. I know the 
l eaders of 

/ big f i ve ·trade ·1.m i ons meet regularly among t:hemselves. I hopP. that 

at thi::ir next meeting they will a 4 eas themselve s to this p:r-oblem of 

poll tical v-iole:ooe and to what action they can take to help 1a. .. y to 
the welfare and interests of 

stop i to Af ·ter all,/all the working people of Jamaica, unionised or 

rwt, should be the concern of a truly eulightened tradd union movement. 
tradEi union 

So let the/ta:»lllD: moveme:n t help us deal with poli ·tical violence ·before 

it mashes up our demucracy. ihe short-term important thing is, of 

course, con ·taining llC tion by the security forctls such as was outlined 

by Uommi~sioner Bill Bowes. Wha t I hope they will also do is set up 

a special and highly :mobile political task force who13e rJain job 

would be to anticipate a:nd prevent political violenceo Le ·t us not 

fool ourselves. Most political violence is planned. Roadblocks don't 

happen a ccidentally: gr oups of armed gunmen being at llertain\placea 

at certain times ucn't t1st ilB..tlpen a ccidentally. These things are 

fll am1ed. And pla.nner·s a..na their plans can be detected anlft s topped 

if skilled e.11d experienced people are looking out fer them. But 
for this the force would. need the support of all of us anti perhaps 
the help of the unions to ~esist all political pressure while they go 
after the violent ones and their sponsors. Gooanighto 
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l) The Alpart Expansion , 1(~lt UnemploYJJent, Shortages, 

NEWS COMMENT:~ 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
April 16, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

COL 

Good evening: The new• out of that Jamaica House press conference 

yesterday that Alumina Partners of Jamaica, Alpert, is to invest 

some $100-million in an eapansion and improvement programme which 

will result in alumina production going up by 18-% this year~, and 

bauxite production going up by 5% over last year's level, is just 

about the best and most encouraging economic news we have had so far 

this year. This is hard good news about improving production and 

increasirlg foreign exchange earnings. It ia the sort of news that 

is good for Jamaica and therefore for all Jamaicans. So let us all 

note it for the good and welcome new• it is for all Jamaica. And 

let us note it has nothing to do with loans or hand-outs or cra,wling 

under anybody's armpit, or seeking anybody' a approval for the posture 

1n which We -s·taild, Thie ie hJ~:ua1neee, We have the bauxite ? art 

wants; A~ art has the capital and -the know-how to exploit it at the 
';i2,~ 

best poss-ible -return for them and the best possible return for- us. 

And this, coming hard on t he newa that the winter tourist season 

which ended officially yesterday, was a good one, should dispel 

the noti on which is so carefully cultivated in some quarters that 

everything is going wrong and that nothing is going right. Mining 
foreign exchange 

and tourism are two of our k:ey/~uix■• earners; ar1d on this 
'"' 

week's evidence they are not doing so badly, you know. The challenge 

now is to work to turn around agriculture, especially export agricult-

ure, so that it will play its full part in earning enough foreign 
exchange to pay for the things we need to import. Remember, mining, 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

tourism and export agriculture are our three main tradi tio);sou.roes 

of foreign exchange earnings. Mining and tourism a.re now looking 

good. If we can get export agriculture to perform as well we would 
further rather than borrowing 

be even/muaxfi:nu~ on the way to earning/the bulk of the foreign 

exchange we need to pay for the baaio items we need to import. 

Mining and tourism a.re showing us tha. t it can be done, all the gloom 

and d.oom notwi thatanding . So let us have an end to the wishful 

prophecies of total collapse. It need not come to that unless we 

ourselves work to bring it about. And it will suit nobody, neither 

JLP nor PNP, to tear down the house in order to inherit the ruins. 

If the house is allowed to be destroyed the hard burden of rebuilding 
poor 

will f all on t he backs of the/J Rmaice.n people who cannot gm migrate. 

So let us build on what i s good so that the politica l contenders will 

have something worth inheriting • .And te.lkihg About the poo:r., the 

thing I find uost interesting about the latest set of opinion polls 

is wha.t they tell us about issues which transcend partisan politics. 

Today's poll on the economy, for instance, tells us that most people 

see unemployment as our most serious problem, with shortages of basic 

commodities as the second most serious. But the thing which has 

apparently upset people most ha s been the soaring cost of living. 

filf the government were to take the•e findings as any· sort of guide 

it would immedia tely do something about prices and short~ges, Indeed, 

the re-impoai tion of price controls on a wide range of basic items 

seems to emerge as 'llerhaps the single m.ost important short-term 

poai tive action to take, And it ia interesting to recall that for 

a long time, under both JLP and PNP regimes and before the coming of 

IMF conditionality, price controls on basic items was an accepted 

J ~m.aican norm, A minor but interesting and revealing point was the 
comparatively small percentage, 5%, of people who w~re upset by the 
so-called 'left policies' of the government. It would seem that for 
the proranda, ideology is not much of an issue for most people. Goodni1 
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1) Price Increases, Violence, Divisions 
2) Confuse d SignRls fro President C~rter 
3) The Liberian Coup: A Background 

NEWS CONIMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
April 14, 1980, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: It was a weekend of price increases, shortages, 

political viola.nee and the type of negative and destructive divisiven/ L 

which is depressinl(g to observe. And it is cold comfort to know thati 

things are no better elsewhere in the world. }..nd that war of the 

opinion polls which I mentioned ;o you on E0ster Monday appears to 

be with us e.lready, rather more quickly than I expected, and carrying 

some of the seme undertenes of nastiness to which political debate 

in this country has sunk ~ It must surely be possible for people 

to disagree or interpret things differently or present figures in a 

different format wi tbcut necessarily indulging in 'trickery'. Or 

are we already into that sad position of total intolerance where any­

body whose views we do not like or disagree with is automatically a 

liar and a rogue and partisan and dishonest and bypocri ti cal? Opinion 

polls are just that, samplings of opinion f' For anybody to try to 

turn them into some sort of oracular or prophetic pronouncements±• 

which are as exact as say a. mathematical equation, is misleading.Good 

Opinion polls usually are pretty accurate guides as to what people 
a given given . 

are thinking at/tat time QDd in/%lla circumstances. Change the time 

and change the ciroumstanoes and the result of a particular poll may 

itself be changed. Indeed, I suspect we are _going to see this very 

point proven as the war of the polls hots up over the ne•t co~p~enof 
:v~t~e~ 

months. But do they really have to become part of the general l naatia -

ness? I think not; and I hope they will not. So, let there be a 

multiplicity and a diversity of polls• The more the me~rier 
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But what are we really coming to when any M• elected Member of 

Ea~liement, let alone the Prime Minister of the country. cannot 

move about his or her constituency without encountering road blocks 

and gunshots'? Whatever else it is, this is not the demoora•to way 

of conducting our politics; nnd it is a very bad foretaste of the 

months ahead to election time. It is up to the people of Jamaica, 

of all parties 0.11d persuasions, to insist that they do not want this 
all 

violence and that they UX11m:.t want/interest parties,. political or 

otherwise, to atop attempting to manipulate the reports of violence 

to serve u~ sectional interests. At the moment the churches are the 

only force eetting the kind of example J'amaica needs on this matter. 

On the in tern a tional scene two deve1.opmen ts are worthy of special 

note. First indications are that America• s West European allies are 
as a group 

not/going to follow the U.S. call to break relations with tran and 

impose economic sanctions. On the other hand the American decision to 

boycott the Moscow Olympics may now get the support of key WEst 

European countries,. And if West Germany and Britain were to pulL out 

others may follow and much of the value may go from the games. And 
West 

in/Wu Africa the coup which overthrew :tka President Tolbert ended 

133 years of rule by what are known as the America-Liberians and 
descendants of papatriated form~r slaves, 

their 1~ue Whig Party. The America-Liberians/make up roughly 50,000 

and they ruled and controlled and dominated the 1.5-million so-called 

'primitive na·tive tribesmen• quite as firmly as any colonial occupying 

power. Until quite recently the 'natives' were kept almost as firmly 
the 'natives' 

tin their place• as n•~ were/in Rhodesia. And it was, ironically, 

when this rigid system was bainnning to be eased that the unres; 

and ,9.llger of the 'natives' begail to show. There were bloody riots last 

year which were brutally put downQ so the coup and the change it her~ 

came as no real suprise to those who watch these things. Goodnight. 
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The Politics of Vio~etjt Crime 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadc~st on Monday 
~l 12, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

ti~ 
Good evening: Becau~e violen.t crime, usually politically associated 

violent crime, has become 'hot news' here in Jamaica, especially 

since the break with the IMF; and since it has become a partisan 

political matter, the tendency to distorted, exaggerated, overblown, 

slanted reporting of it ha• been given free rein in some quarters. 

The way it comes out at times you would believe that all of Jamaica 

ha.a been taken over by sinister types toting the moat sophisticated 

sub-machine guns and holding up the entire country. And somehow you 

would get the impression that this is especially terrible because in 
e.n otherwise 
~ peaceful and orderly w:orld, it is only in Jamaica that you find 

these tki:Jlp dreadful things. To be sure, these are dreadful things. 

Violent crime, politically motivated or otherwise, is dreadful under 

a:ny circumstance. The only thing that is possibly worse, or, at 

least, that adds an extra dimension of ugliness to violent crime is 

the deliberate and dalculated use and manipulation of it to frighten 

and intimidate and terrorise people into panic political responses. 

And this, I suggest, is what is happening in J amaica. And in order 

for this attempt at forcing a panic political response to succeed 

the whole thing has to be whipped up to fever pitch. And so it is 

made to seem that mobs and mob violence and defiance of the police 

happen only in Jamaica. If you follow what goes on the restf f the 

world you will know differently. There a.re mobs out there too, and 

they too break up things and attack the police and shoot up police 

vehicles. For only one instance, in Southern California on Saturday 

five benk robbeJ:S heavily armed vd th ? histicated automatic weapons 
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shot down a police helicopter and killed a t l east one policeman, 

and hundreds of police ha d to hunt them in mountain terrain somewhat 

like our own Wareika Hills. And also on Sa turday, in Scotland in 

the British Isles, a soccer match ended in a riot which saw over a 

hundred people hurt and 160 arrested. Just imagine the kind of 

headlines we would have had if one of our helicopters were brought 
if 

down by gunmen, or/we had a riot of that scale in which many police 

were qlso injured. And what if soldiers were to seize one of our 

Miniatera of Government or a prominent member of the Opposition 

Shadow Cabinet and kill a young woman pleading for him not to be 

t aken away? Thia happened in Ug nda on Saturday. And then there were 

the political street killings of two Libyans, one in Bonn and one in 

Home within hours of each other, allegedly because they are opposed 

to the Libyan regime. And the people who report our own local violence 

and who comment on it know all this and more. '.1:hey know that there 

is vastly more criminal violence, both politically motivated and 

otherwise, irJ moat other places of the world t'han in Jemaioa. They 

know that there are areas of :New York or Chicago or Detriot or most 

other major U.S. cities that ere more deadly and dangerous to be in 

than the most violent poli tioal hotspot in Kingston. There are, to 

use their highly charged and emotive words, more •matSsacres• more 

'slaughters•, more 'executions• in most other places than in Jamaica. 

To say this is not to excuse or play down our own criminal violence, 

political or otherwise. It ia simply to set'it in context so that 
their situation 

Jamaicans are not led to see themselves as the worst and/therefore 

the most hopeless. It ia part of the business of trying to force a 

panic political response by making your situation seem hopeless so 

that you woµld give up in despair and transfer your responsibility 
# '1tl-v\/ ctJv.. ak~ ~-L to those wha prq~isp.,g to save yout:,om a violence whose reality they 
h\ietJftr~setlX:~!1¥.•rated. Don t surrender your sover•t&n rights to 
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Hugh Small's Washington Money Mission: 

o/NEWS 
Success o~ Failure? 

COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
April 11, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: Was Finance Minister Hugh Small' a money mission to 

the United States a success or a failure? The answer, it seems, 

depends very much on your political point of view and what you may 

have expected to come out of the mi~sion. Mr. Small says the 

mission was successful. The critics say it was not. So let us try 

and see if we can balance it out and list what it did and did not 

achieve. First, the North American bankers did not agree to defer 

or delay our payment of the 12.5~ of our commercial bank debt which 

is due for payment this year. Last year these same bankers hnd 

agreed to defer payment on 87.5% of the principal owed them by 

Jamaica and duo this year. So Jamaica will have to pay the 12.5% 

as well as all the intorest due. T~is, we are told, amounts to 

about $8-million-u.s. What the North American bankers have agreed 
payment of 

to is to continue with the deferral of/the 87.5% of our due debt 

which they agreed to while we were still under the IMF regime. So 

the big deferral stays in place 'for the time being' despite our 

break with the IMF, but we are given no further easement. And, not 

unexpectedly, they are reported as being unwilling to lend Jamaica 

any more money for foreign exchange support; So, as long as Jamaica 

keeps her interest payment on the debt up to datei as she has done 

up to now, there will be no uia effort to call in the debt ond so 

force the country to default. And this of course means that there 

will be no seizing of Jamaican goods or property abroad. It is, 
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essentially, a holding position. It . is not in the interest of the 

American banking community to force Jamaica to default, if there is 

any possibility of getting their money sometime. It is only if there 
all 

is no hope at all of getting/your money back that you force someone 

or some institution into receivership: otherwise you out off credit 

and give them time to pay. To the extent that this was what the 

government was after Mr. Small has been successful. But he has been 

unsuccessful over the 12.5~ and over any additional commercial bank 
question 

loans. The/massu of negotiating the rescheduling of our debts is 

a much longer-term matte~ But it has at least begun and will probably 

still be there after the elections. So wh~t does J emaica do from here 

on? If the Wa shi ngton Poet's report yesterday of an interview with 

Mr. Small is correct then Venezuela has pledged to lend us 894-million 

end loans are also said to be promised from Libya and Iraq. We know 

the Libyan figure is $50-million; if the Iraqi figure is another 

$50-million, it would give us a total of $194-million from these 
is 

three sources. And this, by itself,/waainu more than the sum the 

IMF would have provided, end the bulk of which would have gone into 

debt repayment, if we had not rejected the IMf terms. So wh1 the 
these 

silence on/~•• alternative sources of balance of payments support? 

When are we to be told? At the moment there is grea. t confusion and 

anxiety about the government's proposed alternative path. The 

J amaica people just do not know what that path is and where it will 

lead. Soine of the more delicate negotiation-a may in fact demand e. 
still 

degree of secrecy. But it should/be possible to t$.ll the Jame.1ca.n 
I 
I 

e great deal more than they have been told up to now. Indeed, '. 1 t 

seems that both of our major poli •tioal parties seem determin f d not 

tell the Jamaican people what their plans are: and that oannc,t be . \ 

good for democracy in Jamaica. Goodnight. 
I \ 
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U.S. Breaks with Iran: 
Some Implications 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadc~st on Wedneeday 
April 9, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: U.S. President Jimmy Carter's demision to break off 

diplomatic relations with Iran, to expelt Iranian diplomats as well 

as some other Iranians, and to impose economic sanctions on that 

country, ha s thrown the Middle East into a new crisis, and has caused 

confusion and anxiety among America's West European and J apanese 

allies. Mr. Carter's announcement followed herd on the statement 

by the Ayatollah Khomeini that the Americans held hostage for nearly 

six months now at the U.S. Embassy in Teheran should re iain in the 

hands of the s t udents until the Iranian parliament decides their fate. 

There had been moves recently by Iranian President Benisadr to have 
I 

the hostages transferred from the control of the students to that of 

his government. And the Ayatollah' s sta tement was clearly seen b~ the 

Americans as a decisive blocking of those moves. But having waited 

this long, why could not President Carter wait a few weeks more? 

After all, the new Iranian Parlirunent is expected to come into being 

towards the end of this month or sometime in early Mayj. So why not 

wait till then? Here, I think, we must remind our selves that this is 

an American Presidential election year, and that Mr. Ronald Reagan is 

making a very powerful showing as he sweeps one Republican primary 

after another. It now looks almost certain - barring some major 

political accident - tha t Mr. Reagan will be Mr. Carter's Republican 

opponent in the electionso And in an America where the political mood 
of the electorate 

/has shifted noticeably to the Right, Mr. Carter may ha.ve his work 

cut out for him if he is to contain the Re agan challengeo The American 
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economy i -s in deep trouble and none of Mr. Carter• s efforts to cope 

with the economy and its inflation have so far succeeded and he has 

come under -heavy fire from both Mr. Edward Kennedy and the Republicans , 

And lately both Kennedy and Reagan have savagely attacked Carter's 

handling of the Iran crisis. These, I suggest, are some of the domest­

ic pressures which went into t:P,e making of the Carter decision to g_et 

tougher with Iran. Where it affelts America's allies is in the ijarter 

call that JS11an and the West Europeans should take the same kind of 

action ,agatnst- Iran as the U.S. has. Japan clearly cannot take any 

action agaipst Iran without suffering grievously. Pratically all 

Japan's oil comes from the Middle East, 10~ of it from Iran. Without 

that oil tne J apanese economy will collapse. The West Europeans, 

especia lly France, als.o depend heavily on Middle East oil and have 

stronger trading links with the Midd.le East than with the U.S. And 

whatever the other oil producing Middle East states may feel a.bout 

Iran and its policies, they will actively oppose any concerted WesterE 

efforts to punish Iran. So, with the exception of ~i tain, the West 

Europeans and Japan are not likely to take any r eally serious action 
support Mr. Ca,rter enough to get by 

against Iran. :Sri tain canjuxu because she now has/North S.ea oil/and 

in a few years' time she may produce enough of it to export some and 
help 

so/break the OPEC stranglehold. So 1 t is very unlikely that Mr. 

Carter's sanctions will hurt Iran very .much. Indeed, in domestto 

elecdl:oaal political terms, Mr. Carter is risking much, and I doubt 

whether his Foreign Secretary, the pragmatic Mr. Cyrus Vance would 

have a.dvised this course of action. As far as the Middle East itself 

is concerned, it makes a very .volatile situation much more so. The 

so-called moderate Mr. ::Sanisadr has already called on the Egyp.tian 

people to overthrew Pre~ident Sadat, and his Foreign Minister has 
talked publicly about overthrowing the Government of Iraq And there 
l~ • 

(always_ the Palestinian~ in the wings. The Carter decision may just 
have lifted ~lie I1a. Goodnight. 
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1) The Easter Weekend 
2) Unions C 11 for ?rice vontrols, No ·t~nge Cuidau:aes 
3) The .Poli tj.cs of Opinion Polls 

N BfiS C01U'ilEN TAHY 
For broadcast on Monday 
April 7, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good ever1ing: The long Ea8ter weekend has, on t 1e whole, been 

releti vely quiet and peaceful, wi th a we l come rnu. tiz1g of the harsh 

political a ·tridenoy which has become so 1.t1uch a part of our lives. 

Lhia is not to say there was no electioneering. 1hero is no way 

in w.hich a1.1y one day of our lives can, between n ow and polling day, 

·be wholely free of some form of electioneering. Y hat is rather 

unf rtu.n·· ·ce, I think, is t h ~ clear indi ~a tion t ha ·t e Gr e not going 

to appro a ch t~ie hard issue of trying to hc1. ' e our foreign debts 

reso '1eduled ad a national non-par ty , 1a tter. Lhis, hwe.lhtuer we like 

it or not, id being u;:;e d a;;:; yet an ther bone )f contention in the 

party poli •ti cal power game. The reason i s clear. If rnr. Hugh :3mall 

does no t arrive at an understanding · i th t he foreign banks whoL1 we 

owe mone,t the government's pos tion will be greatly we akened and 

tae chances of ra.· sing any fo .ceign exchange from non-IMF sources will 

be grea.tlj reduced. Cor1vex·sely, if .ha does arrive at such an 

unaerstanding, if there is agr e ement on debt resc :1eduling, the 

government's position will be streugtherled e.nct the chan ces of raising 

the foreign exchange we need will be greatly im)roved. And so, 

because elections ' r e coming, a.nd ecause of t e nature of Jamaican 
whatever 

poli t icfS today there are those who w·ould do/ 11J1Jtxa11J t 1ey can ta 

undermine Mr. Hugh Small's chances of succeeding. Lhe real catch i:..i 
this 

that if/iiDlKi&a g'Overnmen t were t o fail to reach an agreernen t with 

its foreign creditors all Jamaica, all maim'ana of e.11 parties wtila 
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~NP, ~LP, evez·y-other-kind of P, as well as no-P - will be the losers 

and the sufferers. e may have to _pay a very high price indeed in the 

long run i f we porsiat in making the i s sue of foreign debt resoh•dulin 

a party political election issue. The other note of in tereet on the 

local scene was the ... all by JALGO's G,nerul Secretary, Mr. E Lloyd 

T?.ylor for the re-impo s ition of price controls and an end to the 

wage guidelines and a re turn to free barga ining be tv,een union a and 

managements. In these ca lls fhr. Taylor ve,s obvious ly speaking for 

more t han j ust his own union. 'l1he s e are c a lls which have beer, me de 

fron time to time by one or the other of the so-called. Big Five trede 

unions who co-operFte with e ach other. h y guess is that the govern­

ment is going to find i:t: very diffic·~lt to resist th€se, calls, even 

if it wants to. nener a lly speaking, the workers, especi e.lly tne lower 

p,-id workers , have ha d the worse end of things dur ing the three year 

period of the effort to live up to Ilt :F1 terms . If turning away from the 

DitF is to have any sort of mean ing for these workers, t en i •t must 
i lillll e din. to 

be r e flected in s ome/change in their conditions. Holding and even 

r educing prices on basic corn.mo di ties would be on e such immediate 

chan ge; abimdoning the wage guide lines would be ar1o·~her. :hut both of 

the se will ci.epend grea 'tly on w at f oreign exchange t h e government can 

bring in, s oon. A:n d f inally, it lookis as t~-:i.ough opinion polls rue.y add 

a new dimension to this year 's elections. Ve hr=1.d tie r e,;sults of one 

poll being given front-page treatmen t in one paper Jesterde.y. And we 

had the announcmuen t in ye dterd0.y' s other Sunday ,. aper that their 

poll will Btart appear ing aa from next unday, t~.pril 13th. The one 

publis,1ed yeoterdc y 1,e£J teken before the g ver·nment broke with the IMF 

' and is based on a slightly smaller sample BW'Vey than the one pr Jmised 

for next week. Next 
Will they agree? Or 
political battles? 

week' 8 was taken after the break with the IMF~ 
will the war of the polls join our other p2rt1sen 
Goodnight. 
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l) Lay-offs: WhHt A.lRE!H.!Jttve? 
2) World Economic Indicators 

NEWS COMlvi:ENTAHY 
For broad.ca'st on Wednesday 
April 2, 19801 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: Le.st week the J e.maica On::.nibus Sex·v-ice Lind tea lE.lid 

off some 250 workers, and after a brief demonstration tbe service 

was back to normal. The rema.ining 2, 5.5C-odd JOS wo1·ke1·s ancl their 

unions faced the ha.rah realities of their situa tion an d did not 

look-down the ent:.re opera tion a.ti they might have done at another 

timeo, So we are beginning to face up to the brute necessities of 

our problems in 'this one sector at leasto Information ia that next 

month, on May first, 175 of Air ,Ta •. 'D.aica.'s workers. will be laid off. 

And I suspect that there too we will have no industrial a ction to 

lock-do'N!l J ... ir Jama.icao The workers, s,nd their unions, know tha.t 

any locking down of JOS or of .Air J amaica at this point would only 

make a bad si tue,tion worse; and could lead to more, rather fewer 

la;r-offe, if not to the shutting down of an entire opera.tion. 

This is not how it is going to be i:n all cases of lay-offs. And ma,ke 

no mistake about it: there are going to be more lay-offs and there are 

going to be some shutdovmso And there are going to be s ome workers 

and some unioll lt1aders who are going to behmre as though they can 

strike ari d demonstrate thflse lay-offs and shutdowns away. They can 
Bri tiah 

no more do so than could the Luddites, the/mf,chine-v;reckers of 1811, 

stop the unemployment rufd dislocatton cf the time hy de s ·troying the 

:mechin.es which brought in the new c1ge of t h e i ndustrial revolution. 

We are into a similP.r bindq The old eoonomic v a lu es, t he old economic 

assumption a nnd therefore, the old economic systems, have be .. n shaken 

and shattered by the ending of ·the days o,f cheap oil and therefore, 
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of cheap energy. And t.his ha~ brought a. whole new world into beinio 

We see it iµ1folding right "before our eyes dailyo Cheap food is no 

longer cheap. The 3oz tin of sardines is on its way to oostini a 

dollar. Some of us still remember that it once coat a few pence. 

Cheap 'trs,vel is coming to a11 end. In a110 ther few yea.rs on.Ly the very 

. rich will be atle to afford air travel .. And a day may well come when 
. L 

only gove.rnmen t; officials a11d very apeci8.l people may be able to i;rave 

'by tlir. In ,;ru.ch e. world of costly Fmd scarce energy a.riu high and 

:r·ii;)i:ng prices f'or ever wcarcer aJJd i:iCarcer food, t:raui tional ir1dustry 

aw..: comIJ1erce are l;1ound to co11tract, 110-t only here in Jamaica lru.t all 

over the world. Indeed it is already happening, even in the world I s 
And so unemployinerlt, 

::r·icher count:ritis./ icJljxEk&J1U::itkixxu111l1DU1 lay-offs, cutbacks are 

escalating everywhere: in ~he United S·ta·t;es, in Britain, in We&·t 
wel1 

Europe, as/m.11:ldl as ir1 the Third World. AllU the coun trit,S which can 

c1nd do withstand these shocks ru,d ctialoca'tions best are those which 
their people ~d their cattle 

pr oduce a surplus of food, more food t.han/i..ii.111 ca.r1 consume. Food, 

t he local production of food, all kinds of food - a1.1all stock, market 
lo·v 1 and 

garde:t1i11g,/export cJ:•ops - has teen the historical and tr.adi tional 

8t1:mdby of nationsu and peoples in •cimes of trouble and diffioul ty 

thruughcut the ages. The ecouomic experts of the vV~~tern world predict 

a much deeper economic recession for 1980 than the world saw in 1974 .• 

If they a :ce right ·t;hen i-t would ma.:-ce sense for all of us, for all 

J e.maicank:I, to begin now to produce all !ih~ food we ca:n .~ Glut the 

mar kets with food a.n d the prices will comea ·tunr·bling do,,n . T~-be sure 

prcfi ts will also tumble. But we will su.rvi ve. And thoE>e wh+ re being 

M,:Lci._'21:ti~ifr~Gi- bs1c1ome P?rt of' a ~--:reat la.rJ d ar:wy of • :food uroducers. 
yu a t.he 1i talk 

fidaµixiikbfg.l!JU>X~~~~~~ ~.bout idle lan:ls and idle }umds 

being brought together for JAmaica• s ·benafi t? Well 1 it is one sure 

answer to our lay-offs and our food shortages. Goodnight. 
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1) The Election C n1pa ign .Begins 
2) '.l"he Econon1ica of the l\~ a. tter 

NEWS COMME.t'/TARY 
For broa dcast on Mol'l ds.y 
March 31, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Goo d evening: I f t he events of "this pas t weekend are anything to 

go by t hen we are in for a really bruising and bitter three months 

of e l ectioneering before that J uly or August polling day. And one 

of t he k ey elem.en ta in that electioneering looks like being the 

rumour mru1u f acturing bus iness - which may indeed become the most 

productive of all Jan.a ican en terprisea during this period. Have 

you heard t hat this or ·the. t key•modera te' Minister has, or is about tc 

resign? Don• t believe it until 1 t happens. Indeed, the Miami branch 

of the f~ rumour f actory ha d it over t he weekend that a full six 
already 

Cebinet I'fiinisters had/resigned. So be a doubting Thomas when anybody 

tells you that the Cabinet is about to stage a coup against the 

government or against the Executive Council of 'th e PI~ P. One of the 
ct,,l{i'-J~~ . . 

t his type of rumour- mongering i s ·that it distracts pp;eblems w1 ·tn 

a t ten t ion from the more serious problems that nead to be faced. The 

mos t importan t of our short-term problems ·between now and the aa:x.s 
el ections are, first, to get in enough foreign exohai1ge to keep the 

, 
nation' s business going; second, to set about producing as much as 

i s human l y po s sible of the food we need; and third, to manage the 

shortages and the lay-offs and the dislocations in such a ~way as 
h an dle 

to avoid chaos and confusion. To/u these three short-term problems 

successfully over the next three or four months would be difficult 
present-day 

enough in the best of/circumotances: to do so in the context of a 

bitter and d•visive election campaign is going to be much more than 
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just diff.1oul t, it is going to be a formidable challenge. And the 
now 

ma.in reason for this is the fact that 1 t ia/the economy i tael! wh:1.ch 

is the bone of contention, the issue over which the electionf a being 

fought. If the economy itself were not the real issue we would have 
co-operate to economic 

been able to wore easily/manage~ these three short-term/problema 
political 

while playing out our electoral political game. But since the main/ 

issue is the economy ond the direction 1 t should take such copperet-
grud~ing and 

ion is likely to be/rnore token than real. Thia, it seems tte, is 

what ill going to make the next few months very chl'.l.llenging and very 

diffioul t for the government. It has to succeed i.n handling the 

short-term problems i:f it is to have any hope of setting its longer 

term •reconstruction' plan in motion, The Opposition on th+ ther 

hand does not need to worry about the short-term problems. Indeed, 

if the governm.er1 t fails to h e.n dle the short- ·term problems the Oppostio , 

will reap the benefit. But what 111 the government manages to hold 
short-term 

the line? It ·the government holds the/line and the ?NP' s long-term 
for 

plan looks at least like a workable possibility/%• the future, on 

wha:t besi s will ·the J L.? go into t he elections? It l:3eems to me that 

sooner or later the JLP is going to have to unfold plans of 1 ts own 

f or c harting an economic future for JA.maica. De lay in doing this 

has both its advantages and its disadvantage. And since everybody and 

every pe.rty is playing politics it becomes silly and pointless for 
of 

anybody to accuse. anybody elae/:fu playing politics with the country• s 

fu tu.re. The big thing is to do it with enough of sense ot responsi 

bili ty not to mash up the game Ei.nd the country a.s we11. And fine.lly 

the Jamaican Constitution says anybody standing for election must 

have been resident in J amaica for at ~east 12 months before the date 

of registration to quality for election. Absentee and just rreturned 

candidates should note this. The risk is disqualitfication. Goodnight 
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NEWS COMI,1ENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
March 28, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: General elections in Jemaica now seem to be much 

closer than either %a• .December or even Octoberxaa%aa of this year. 

Wednewday proposals by the Leader of the Opposition to the chairman 

of the Electoral Advisory Committee, and the Prime M.inistet-Aa Thursday 

agreement to those propose.ls, should bring the date for elections 

very much closer • .Alwe.ya, of course, depending on the speed with 

which the Electoral Advisory Committee can get the modified electoral 

reforms in place. Whether thio can in fact be done by mid-year, 

which is by June, is in1possible to guess at this stage. The month 

of April begins next week and to do everything that needs to be done 

in the space of eight or nine weeks and then still allow the timegap 

required by the Constitution between Nomination Day and Polling Day 

would make isxaaa a. June date seem most unlikely. A much more 
either 

likely possible earliest date wou+d seerri to be/July or August. And 

even this would depend greatly on there being no difficulties or 

unforeseen kal• hitches. But both sides are now cleerly anxious 

to get the elections over and done with as quickly as possible so 

t he point-scoring maneouvres are likely to shift away from the 

electore.l reform process itself. So the question of the issues is 

bound to increasingly come to the forefront of the public debate. 

What ere the issues on which the Jamaican voters are to make up their 

minds over the next three months or so? The PNP hes already chosen 

its main campaign issue,swhioh is the alternative path to thellH'; 

and the details of this alternative path are to be unfolded to the 

nEition over this coming weekend. The electoral chances of the PNP 
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will dpend very heavily on how the Jnmaican people react to the 

details as they are unveiled; and those chances will depend particula1 

ly on whether the PNP has clear short-term answers to some of the 

really basic needs of the people. Will this alitsrnative path ensure 

foreign exchange for the food imports we need now'? We need next month, 
a fter Will 

end the mor1 th/end the month after?/iaK it mobilise enougp foreign , 

ee:ba:e.gge to bring in the r~w material without which there oan be no 
Will it ease, now, some of the hard conditions on working peopl~ 

jobs?/These are among the hard short-term questions on which the 

'Jamaican elec torate will judge the PNP al terna,tive path. And what 

of the JLP? Is it going to continue • to campaign on the popular 

discontent in the country? l!.s long a,s the PNP was being squeesed by 

t he IMF this line made sense. it was highly possible for the PNP to 

lose power on a. negative vote. The critical ~uestion for the JLP to 

answer nowi s whether this is still so in view of "the events of the 

:pa.st few days which he.ve so a,l tered the course of the nation"? Much 

will depend on how the JLP strategists answer that question. And if 

they deci.de that crunpe,igning without a progranane or policy is much 

too risky, whst will they do? The danger of putting up the Pu.erto 

Rican model is t hat it is in fact a prototype of the IMF model. Does 
a non-IMF 

the JLP ha.ve/Jm alternative path of its own? And what would be its 

s ources of badly needed shor-t term foreign exchange to deal with our 

herd immediate problems;/ if it ha d n its own alternative non-IMF 
Or will it, like the PNP, first try to out-barga in the IMF? 

path?/ These, I think, are some of the he.rd questions that the J'LP 

will have to an~wer. Indeed, I think both political parties may 
of the majority 

be surprised at the unwillingness/of the present Jamaican electorate 

to follow blindly. Whether they ask these hard questions opanly or 

silently, you had better believe that the questions are there. And 

they went answers, hard answers not woft prom1a•s. Good11ight. 
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l) More to Come from P.M. 
2) The Civil Service Strike 
3) The Tanker Drivers' Strike 

NEW ~OOMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
March 26, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: So the Government ha.a now firmly embarjed on a non-

I .M. F. policy and we all have to come to grips with all the implicatio: 

of that decision; and some of those implications are going to have to 

be handled very delicately and very carefully. Negotiating with the 

international banking eommuni ty to reschedule the country's debts 

is one of those matters which is going to require the most careful 

and the most skilful handling. Which is why 1 t was so very important 

for the Prime Minister to make it absolutely clear to the nation and 

the world that Jamaica had no intention of repudiating our financial 
debt 

obligationso This commitment to the honouring of our/obligations is 

clearly a matter of profound national importandse, transcending 

partisan politioso And I think the efforts to reach agreement with 

the international banking community to reschedule our debts is 

another matter which should be seen and dealt with on a non-partisan 
basis. 
ma~~ All the rest, almost inevitably, will be the stuff of over-

heated party political electioneering. Eut then that is the way our 

system of politicf s opera teso And the coming weeks and months look 

like putting our political system to its most severe test yet. Whethez 
;p,;:; 

the system survives the.t test is going to depend very greatly on the 

wisdom and judgement and poli tioal maturity and determination of the 

Jamaican peopleo We tehd to talk a great deal about discipline and 

self-discipline but do very little about it. Or else we mm expect 

such discipline and self-discipline to apply to others but not our­

selves. And it is usually those in the high.er social and income 
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brackets who expect those in the lower social and income brackets 
and to make all the sacrtices. 

to show all the discipline and all the self-disciplinej This, what-

ever else it is, is not the much touted road to self-relianoeo This 

is how we have behaved during the period we persued the IMF path; and 
most 

it has resulted in/ grief and misery for the poorest and weakest and 

m_oat vulnerable sections of the society. If we thi,nk that by simply 

getting rid of IMF restraints and carrying on in the s ame old way 

then we are in for further grief and further misery. Take the glarinf 

example of our massive bureaucracy 9 They took what they called 

'positive action• because some 539 government workers, out of a work 

force of some 60,000 had been served dismissal notices. They wanted 

these notices withdrawn, period. If you put this in the context of 

a civil service. which, according to the Prime Minister, opnsumes 

71c out of every tax dollar in pay and perks, and whose quality of 

service leaves much to be desired in many areas, then we are either 

all totally crazy or determined to destroy ourselves. The.re just is 

no way that Jamaica can go on supporting this kind of bureaucracy at 

this kind of price, no matter who is in power, and no matter what 

economic path we persue, and no matter how often we strike. We eitheI 

come to grips with this kind of economic reality or whatever path we 

choose will end in disaster. There is no system under the sun which 
for long economic 

can/support the kind of/madness of more and higher rewards for lower 

productivity and less service. And no economy, no matter under what 

social system Qlf under what political direction cru1 for long support 
,or as special sectors, 

a situation where we as a nation/consume vastly more foreign exchani 

than we earn. Sooner or later, this kind of madness and this kind of 

situation, leads to where we are now. And you cannot strike your way 
out of it, or protest your way out of it or demonstrate or politioyour 
way out of it. I em certain we can work our way out of ito ~he 
question is: Are we convinced that it is past time to start?Goodnight 
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PNP Rejeots IMF: Why? What Alternative? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
March 24, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The National Executive Committee of the People's 

National PArty this weekend finally made up its mind about the IMF. 
give up the negotiations 

It urged the Government of Jamaica to/a11XJ1■m:ax■xna:i:aaaa for the 

interim f acility and to persue a non-IMF path in seeking to cope 

with its balance of payments problems. And since the Government of 

J'amaica is fanned by the PNP, and since it is part of the history 

and the tradition of the PNP - going all the way back to the founding 
to abide by democratic decisions of the NEC 

of the PNP/- this decision of the National Executive Committee of the 

party will al.mo.st certainly be accepted by the government of J amaica. 

And this means, firstly, that between now and the elections which 
further 

are due by the end of this year, we will have no/ dee.lings with the 

IMF; and, secondly, that if the PNP were to win the coming elections, 

it would continue to persue a non-IMF path. It is interesting to 

note here that all the members of t he NEC - including everyone of 

the Cabinet Ministers, Mr. Eric Bell among them - voted for a non-IMF 

path in the long run. The only disagreement was whether this non-IMF 

path should be adopted immediately or after the elections. And my 

understanding is that it was M·r. Eric Bell's own sober and balanced 

advice to the Prime Minister which tipped the scales in favour of 

ending the relationship immediately. It we had entered into a short­

term stand-by arrangement with the IMJ we would have had to pass 

certain DlF/tests every three months. And Mr. Bell had told the Prime 

Minister frankly that the did not think JAJ11aica would be able to 

pass a test dealing with our foreign reserves which was due to come up 
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.June 
by June of this year. And if J amaica had failed that/test, as seemed 

moa t likely, the IMF could have tightened the screws a little more 

and could have demanded more concessions before releasing a little 

more foreign exchange. And another test was due in September, and it 

too, could be so stiff as not to be passable. And by then, in straigh1 

party political electoral terms the PNP, trying desperately to meet 

and satisfy IMF terms and oondi tions wo·uld have been in a hopeless 

mess. And the nationel economy would have been no better. So on the 

basis of the cold-headed projections of the so-called modera tes going 

any further with the IMF ma de neither party political nor economic 

sense. Indeed, I think it can f a irly be sa id t hat the toughness of 
conditions 

t he IMF/a s well as the minimal performance, Slld in some cases downrigh 

non-co-oper A. tion,of the private sector have forced the PNP to move 

to the left an d ·to end up at a non-IMF position. If the comparatively 

modera te policies with which first David aft.Ci- Coore and Vivian Blake 

and then Denny Williams and Eric Bell has been allowed to succeed, 
today 

Jamaica might not/•Q have opted for a non-IMF path, andthe PNP 
non-IMF 

document setting out t he/alternative~ would not have said of t he 

private sector: ''experience demonstrates that they are not prepared 

to significantly eli:pand production under a PNP gorvernment" .In this 

sense both the IMF an d t he private sector have contributed to the new 

situa tion. But how far left? And how f easible ·the alternative path. 

A reading of the document which will be published aoon, makea it 

11lear that it is still the social democratic left, not the Marxist 

left. And t he alternative is at least as feasible as the IMF path; 

with the big difference th~t it is J amaicans who are themselves going 

to have the make the hard decisions about their own future, .· both in 

the short run up to election time, and in the long run after that. 
I hope they will choose to struggle for economic democracy. Goodnight 
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NEWS OOMMEN' ARY 

The PNl?, the IMF & Party Poli tics 
Jamaica styie 

For broadcast onFriday 
March 21, 1980, 6.lOpom 

Good evening: Th.is coming weekend's meeting of the National 

Executive Committee of the People' a National Par~J is, by all sorts 

of partisan accounts, likely to be a critical one. The PNP leader­

ship is supposed to finally make up its mind about whether the IMF 

should continue to have any part in dealing with our economic problems 

or whether the government should persue a non-IMF path. And as is 

fairly usual wi ·th party politics Jamaica style the key issues are 

all but buried under a flood of aide issues and ideological posturing& 

end dire predictions of doom and disaster if this course is followed 

or the opposite course is followed, depending on which side does the 

predicting. So the pro-IMF faction predicts doom and disaster if we 

reject the IMF course: and the anti-IMF faction predicts doom and 

disaster if we de not reject the IMF course. And personalities and 

their future and the resignation of this or that group, and the 

splitting of the party, all become the stuff of a debate which 

genera.tee more heat than light as far as moat ordinary Jamaicans are 

vonoernedo It is the same style of politics that makes a party leader 

threaten to resign or to take leave of absence if he feels he is not 

getting the degree of personal loyalty he is entitled to: the issues 
that may be inv~lved 

e.nd principles/are subordinate to the personalities and the cult of 

personalitieso And this is one of the great drawbacks of party polotio~ 

Jamaica sjlJlile because it makes a dispassionate dealing with the issuec 

that much more difficult. I would, for instance, be very much more 

interested in that 49-page report prepared by the PNP's Economic 
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reportedly 
Commission/setting out an alternative to the IMJ!J route than I am 

in whether Mr. Bell or Mr. Fletcher or somebody else, or all three 

will resign i!. they do not have their wayo And I rather suspeot that 

most Jamaicans would themselves like to know W'hether the PNP has 

itself worked out a feasible alternative way of ooping with our 

balance of payments problems if it should decide against the !Ml path. 

S1tch alternative proposals as we have had up to now, and propaganda · 
\Jt t these 

to the contrary notwithat8lld, some of/~lo:11 have been pretty detailed 

and carefully thought-out, have all come from the poli tied.. Left out­

side the PNP. The PNP as a party ha.a 1 tself given us no clue. If 

> that report of the PNP' a Econ.omic Commission represents PNP thinking 

on the alternative to the IMF then we are entitled to know what that 

thinking is. The days when small groups of people decided crucial 

national issues in secrecy are supposed to be over°' So let us hope 

that one outcome of this weekend will be the making public of the 

PNP position and the PNP alternative plan. In spite of all the attemp1 

to confuse, most Jamaicans are pretty clear about what the IMF route 
devaluations 

implies :;a drop in 11 ving standard?,, cu.rbs on wages, unemployment and 
delcining production, 

lay-offs/have all been part of their experience for three years of 

trying the IMP)t petho And there seems no end to i to And for all the 

pressure to change it, some even ~ow coming from the United States 
- pressing 

Congress, the IMF persists in/its doctrinaire capitalist exploitive 

free market methods as solutions to the prob,lems of poor Third World 

countries. Unless the IMF 

with it can only mean more 

what ha.ppen s to in di vi dual 

changes quickly and radic,a.lly, sticking 
Jamaican 

grief for the poor/majority, no matter 

politicians or political parties. The·~ 

importance and value of those individuals and parties will only be 
(v 

measured 8lld judged ultimately by whether t~~ucc~d or fail to sit( 

lead Jamaica out of the debt trap 811d toward~conomic democracy.Goodilj 
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NEWS OOMMEN T~l1Y 

2
1) :Politica l Violence & t h e Rule of Law 

) IJe-0~iOfl=.efl the I • lVI. ~ 

For broa.dcsst on Wednesday 
March 19, 1980, 6.l0p .. m 

Good evening: National Security .Minist~r Dudley Thompson's stat~ment 

to Parli~_me.nt yesterdEty that the government inte11ds to deal 'firmly 

and impe~tially' with the la~est eruption of political violence and 

political trillalism will be welcomed by most J·ornaicmns. What would 

be even more welcome would be for the word to be followed swiftly by 

t :1.e de edo I n other breakings of the law on the scale of last week's 

poli ticRl violence the response of the law enforcement agencies would 

indeed be swift and firrn 11 But political violence ha s, unfortunately, 

become something special which has to be hand.led and dealt with in 

this special way with the re:pre sen ta ti ve s of the two major par\ ies 

being invited to meet the Minister, and 1ivi th the church leaders 

mHeting with the politicians. And this is not a hea.lthy situation a.t 

all. Where the rule of law 1s truly paramount those who break the 
met by 

law are/x•lliEltxtm the firm a.n d sharp response of the law. You break 

the law by assaulting a fellow citizen: you are arrested end taken 

before a c ourt of law, and if found guilty, you are sentenced or fined 

or both. You burn down somebody's house: t l1e aame thing happens. 

You shoot at some·body: the same thing happens. You terrorise somebody: 

the same thing ha.ppenso Those whose job it is to enforce the rule of 

law do not first check your political oonrieotions or whom you know 

or whose activist you are. You. have broken the law, and the law must 

take 1 ts cou.rse. And where the rule of law ie truly paramount no 

politician would dAre tr;y to influence or intimidate or pressure the 
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police into doing their duty in a way he wMta. Indeed, where the 

rulP- of law is paramount without being ei·cher he.rsh or oppressive 
the kind of 

ther e i.s li 'ttle or no opportunity for/party poli ticfal miachief-makin~ 

e.t the expense cf cur security forces which is such a negative and 

destructive feature of Je111aicen politics today. There can be no 
for 

respect for the l aw or/the rule of law when tho8e whose Job it is 

to enf'orce the law are either bullied into bending it for some fax 
\ ,-

poli tici~ or party's benefit, or are t r.ire a 11ened with job loss or 

worse 1.u.1lf.isa they turn e blind eye or sae· an d report things the way 

some powerful person wants. And that :powerful person is usually 

either a politician or some person with powerful political connection~ 

So I, for one, would like to see our security forces given a relative1 

free !' and to deal wi tih this latest outbr.ea.k of political violence as 

straightforward law-breaking that ha6 to be put down firmlyo L~t the 

poli ticinns get on with thei:c pa.rtisSJ:1 business if they must; arld 

let them, with the helj) a:nd gl.lida:uoe of the chur c.l'l lf:aders, come 
, if they carl, 

together/to tackled some of the urgent social and economic problems 

that nurture crime and violence~ But get party politics out of the 

day-to-day job o:f upholding ru'! d enforcing the rule of lawo Security 

policy must, of course, be subject to the electe d representatives cf 

the people: tha-t is our u l timfl.te control.So I do not ,;;ant any super 

C:ommisdio11 which is not directly accountable to the Jamaican people. 

But subject to that kind of ultimate control, the politicians of all 
stop manipulating or trying to, and day-to-day 

parties should/leave the police alone to get on •.vi th the/job of 

keeping the peace and stopping the violence. Brea.king ·the law is 

bree1.king the iJr:tw, whether the motives f'OI' doing so are political or 
01 y 

not. And the/way to end it is to keep out the poli ticisana and enforce 

j;he rule of law without fear or favouro Goodnight. 
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C016MllN :CAR~ ( 

Political Violence: ~artisan Responses 
Poli ticAl Inti1ui dp, tion in India 
The Challenge of Ecouomic .Democracy 

1''or broe dca l:jt on ?tioxlday 
Meroh 17, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good eve11ing: 'he weekend repotions to ladt week's eruption of 

politic 1 vioiaence in ·t,1e · est En d of Kint$ston ha s turned out to 

be de pressingly famil.iar. ·::•oh aide of t e pertisarJ political 
the 

fence ha~ pointe p .fiuger of oleme at ·t he o ther aide. l?ach aide 

has d '-' clared itd own innocence and proclaimed the guilt of the 

o·ther side. When the poli tioiand and the partisan activists do 

this it is ba.d enough. :But when the organs of information and 
public 

opinion and the so-called/voices of modera tion - the journalists 
and editorial wri ters 

and oommentators/ana. the like - go 1.I1 for the s ame aort of partisan 

finger pointing, then we are in seriou~ worries. And the sad and 

depressing f eet is that with the exception of the J Amaioa Council 

of 6hurches all the rest of us seemed more concerned with blaming 

whichever we perceived as 'the other side' and with declaring m the 
of •our• side. people 

au innocence/ And somehow it seem~ aa though t he/who have been 

shot and beaten and brutalised and burned out of their hmmes are not 

. quite as human as we are. The compassion ar1 concern :for them, where 
is shown, 

1 t/Ji:IIJUIXUXai, seems to be on .a strictly parti san basis, and geared 

primarily to gaining maximum political mileage. The question is: 

V~hat about the indivisibiljty of the humanity of these people? What 

are we about when we allow the labels and what the labels represent 

to overshadow the humanity of people? Please don• t get me wrong. 

I do not want to stop ·~ blaming. Indeed, I wish to heaven we would 

get past the point of l bl~ing and do something about the instigators 

end per1Jetrators of this kind of poli tio~l terrorism. What I am say1ry 
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is that we will not seriou~ly come ·to grips wi 'th this ugliness 
· victims of political terrorism 

until we put the .hwnanity of theu/anu of all Jemaioans above the 
overt or covert 

kind of/party point scoring mot3t of us,exoept the churches, have 

indulged in over thi~ latest enuption of violence. Until we do we 

debaae tno 1umani ty of all J ::una.icana. Ths::i,t this sort o f thing ia not 

happening only in J r-i:maica was brought out foroi bly by that news repor1 

out of India yewterday about the killing of t hree Untouchables and 

the deett'uction by fire of the homes of another 1,200 Untouchables. 

Not e.11 the media carried the b Ftckground to ·t:;hi s piece of horror. 

Wha t happened was that i;jomebody of a higher oaate or class was 
The Untouchable went to court. 

involved in a land dispute with an Untouchable./ 11he law ruledix in 

favour of the Untouchable an d the person of the higher class just 

could not and would not peacefully accept defeat from someone who 

not so very long ago was considered les s than human. And so, in 
reports say, a fire 

revenge,/ JrlllXDIIUl~XlDXIIJITilUI¥ was s t A.rted which swept through the KUSIII 

ghetto sha.cks of t he Untouchables in the In dian town of lliJorada.bad in 

Uttar 1:>:radesh. And three people uied mi d 1,200 .P wert= ._P-.':de homeless. 
-tlnA...9-~ ~ tlv\..cl/1.-"j S,i,...et.., c,;;tr~ ~ 1.vk~a.Ue.. ~ v,,.iJl;lla5J fkwi·~ mocracr 

1·f·":w1)Ul ha.rd enough for India's Untouchables to g Ain politioal/arpak 

iiJ:But they, like all the res; of the world's poor and down-trodden 

people, are fin dine the struggle for econo~\-ic democracy much hardfr. 
~ i:,,..~{Jt.1~1-6 

There, a s here c.nd elsewhere, peoplel wno will concede poli tioa.l 

democracy will resist to the bitter end the demands for economic 

democre.cy. It is one of the ironi~s of the Third V/orld t ha.t the 

puri clec and for a new interriational economic order is r ::=.rely, if ever, 

ma tched by calls for a new national economic order wnich would see a 
corresponding 

/transfer of reliources -within nationai bcumdaries a < well. For the 
,. t'\LK!1'1,CV'\£S~ ~ lA/1,1...~eM._-tu{ • -
01nr••luiJming ma.Jori ties in Asia, Africa ena La.tin .America the struggle 

for economic demoqraoy is only just beginning; and it p~ises to be IX 
much more bitter 'jlian was the struggle for poli ticel democrRcy. GoodniJ 
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1) Political Violence & Electora,l Reform 
2) Muga.be TF.J kes Time 

NEWS COMiir:EKT .. 'iR Y 
For broa dcast on. Friday 
M rch 14, 1980, 6 ~10.~.m. 

Good evening: Political violence - the burning of homes, the shooting 

u~ and beating-up of people, the driving of people from their homes -

has come b ack to haunt us once more. .And we are only into mid-March, 

which is nine months away from December which the Electoral Reform 

committee tells us is the earliest possible u time for the calling 

of elections under a new and free a.nd fair system. But the real 

question raised by this latest ou:tbrea.k of politically motivated 

violence and arson and intimidation is: just how 'free' and just 

how 'fe.ir' can any election be which is conducted in such a climate? 

Let us say we set up the most perf~ct elecf ral system that man can 

devise: we fingerprint everybody; we photograph everybody; we find a 

foolproof ink that not even the moat acidy soft drink can wipe out. 

Would that give us 'free• and 'fair' elections if party political 
are allowed to 

gunmen and arsonists and henohmen/continue their shootings and burnin/ 

and ·beatings over the next nine months? I honestly do not think so. 

And I think both of our major political parties know that no genuinely 

free and fair elections are possible in a. climate of the kind of 

political terrorism which has just returned to he.unt uso So how 

seriously do they regard this electora.l reform process? Do they 

really want ~•• ' .free and fair' elections? Or was the whole fii:Jq 

costly exercise seen and used as just another facet of the party 

political power game? If they are serious about wanting free and 

fair elec•tions under the rule of law and in accordance with the 
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letter and the epiri t of the Jamaican Constitution then they will 

order all their violent followers to heel. And they can do it -

if they reA.lly wBilt to. And if they will not do it then we might 

well be moving toward the position where the Jamaican people 
have to 

themselves will/turn on the party poli tica.l gunmen and arsonists 
... 

and intimida.tors. For there is no compatibility, no way in which 
, let alone 

free/&ll• fair,elections, can exist side by side with political 

violence and political terrorism. Sooner or later the one must 

prevail over the other: either political violence and terrorism 
put an end to those who wal'l ·t 

will/~rn&%lx.mxu a free electoral system or/a free electoral system 

will put a stop to political violence and political terrorism. It 

seems to me that we are e.t that showdown point now. Next, and on a 

very much more constructive and encouraging •m:n and tactically 

intriguing note was this morning• s news that Mr. Robert Mugs.be had 

decided to put back Zimbabwe' a independence date from sometime this 

month to April 18th. In theory tnis means that Mr. Mugabe cannot 

start carrying out the sweeping changes he announced yesterde,y until 
by the Eritish 

power is formally handed over to him/on April 18. In fact he will 

have betvveen now and April 18 to put all hj.s people in place and 
him with 

refine all his plans while the British provide/a kind of protective 

umbrella a.gein st pressures from Sou th Africa, and. a.t the same time 
many 

allow the white Rhodesians/~ilu: cf whom would otherwise flee in 

panic, a cha.nee to get used to the idea. of the changes. Some whi tea 

are of course firml; determined not to stay under black rule, and 

they will most likely move to South Africa. But meny others may, a 

month from now, realise that the blacks under Mugabe are not going 

to han.dle them as unjustly and brutally as they had handled the blacks 

and they may end u:p deciding to stayo And Mugabe can, without compro­

mising on basics, use all th~ skills and exgertise these people have. 
It is worth a small delayo Goodnight. 
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Continued Unrest on Industrial Scene: 
A Question of Priorities 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
!,_arch 12, 1980, 6. lOp.m 

Good evening: The welcome news is that thew ter Commission workers 

are back on the job while their wage dispute will be looked into 

by a Special Tribunal. But that is just about all the wecome news 

we have on a generally turbulent industrial scene. And now we here 

at Radio J amaica have become part of the gener l unrest on the labour 

scene: and our hope must be that for us, as well as for the entire 
body of working 
la•mXD[UIDl■KS people now into various stages of tension, disputes 

will be settled quickly, peacefully and amicably, and without 

disrupting or crippling production or the services provided. Any 

disruption of production, any crippling of services, no matter how 

justified the reasons may be or may appear to be, ends up hurting 

the enterprise whose production or whose ability to offer a service 
~ \ 

is disrupted or crippled. And when ~ ( enterprise is hurt in thi>s 

way its viability, its ability to pay its way and to earn a profit, 

is also usually damaged. And it is never in anybody's interest to 

see an enterprise become unprofitable and run into the ground. When 

that happens it is usually the workers who are the first sufferers. 

The workers know this and so the workers are, generally speaking, 
' 

as interested in the profitability and the viability of the enJerprise 

for which they work as are the owners and -aagers. Indeed, the , 

workers, especially those who are aware of the political and economic 
often 

trends in the society,/have a greater intereat in the viability of 

the enterprisew for which they work than do the owners and _managers. 
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An owner will usually have aomethi.ng else to fall back on i:f' his 

business faila; good JUl&Bgers in today• a climate can always find 

another job, either here or elsewhere. But when a worker loses his . 

or her job, it is often grief' because there may not be another one 

to find for months and even years. So the job and the safety and 

security of the job is of special importance to the worker. We know 

all this and it comes out in the struggle against lay-offs. Where 

I think we sometimes get ourselves into serious problems is on the 

matter of balancing short-term interests and priorities against 

long-term interests end priorities. ~orkers are under extreme 

pressures right now. The cost of every'thing has gone up and, generall 

speaking, their incomes have not kept pace with the sky-rocketing 

cost of living. The inequity of our prices and incomes poli'cy has 

compounded this. And then we have the wide variables in standards 

and conditions of living which are part of the history of how Jamaica 

evolved. Given all this the workers•s impulse to push as hard as 

they can for as muoh as they can get is perfectly underssande,ble • 

.faaxusakxia And the workers movement of today is strong enough~ 

confident enough to get them the kind of settlements they want in :f 
\• 

most cases. And so when:, an enterprise makes any sort of profit there 
eJ1 

is a strong demand to pass ~ , or most of it, on 

nrkers. It is at this point that you have that 

( 
to the hard-pree~ed 

\ 
conflict between \ 

short-term and long-term interests. This year• s profits, if they are 
for the same number of workers 

not all eaten out, may meen continued jobs/next year and theyear after 

and the year after. l3ut if there are no profits left bee use they have 

been eaten out, and if Jifiltomic contraction continues, then the·re may 
be a few lay-offs nextj and a few more the year after and s~n until 

there are more unemployed than employed workers in our labour force 
It is all a question of how the workers and thei;-i-e~~trihe{; 
.Priori ties. Goodnight. L. 
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l) The Labour Scene 
2) Graffiti, Violence & Slective Condemnation 

~ h I t1Ni-l :R tea ~ 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
March 10 9 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evenin~: It has not been a very good weekend for us inr a.maica. 

The public water supply remained in an unreliable mess becauae the 

water workers remained off the job. So the threat of sickness and 
was 

disease was an ever-present weekend possibility. There/±• an uneasy 

quiet in the public transport system with the unions not attending 

the meeting set up between themselves, the bus company and the 

Minister of Public Utilities, largely, I suspect, because the unions 

did not want to have anything to do with any talks which might 

result in the laying-off of some bus company workers. And the word 
of 

was that the lay-off {retrenchment is the fancy worl for it)/some 
the 

240 workers would result in/altimate saving of 81.6-million a year 

from the company's pay bill alone. The catch is that the company 

has to out costs and still improve the service to the travelling 

public, if it is to remain viable, and if it is to compete success­

fully with the challenge of the mini-buses .. If it does not do that 

then it is only a matter of time before it is run into the ground 

by the oompetiticm, whether that competttion is legally sanctioned 

or not. I would have thought that it was in the best interest of 

the unions and of their members to be as deeply involved as possible 
efforts 

in the/~imi:Jlg to out costs and update the service. They would, for 

instance, come up with ideas for cost-cutting that would see lay-offs 

as the very last resort: there are many other things that could and 

should be cut before jobs. But this demands a high level of responsi­

bility as well as a willingness to make some other 1aorftties on the 
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part of both the unions and their workers. To be sure, they have 

every right to demand that management and the government - as owner -

make saorfftmes too. What I think would be foolhardy to the point of 
seriousl~ hurting 
n•na~i:Jqxthe wcrkers• best interests is to think that some sort of 

boycott or stonewalling will make the problem go away. If the J.o.s. 
folds ., everybody, but mainly the wor~ers, will suffer grievously. 

One of the. most worrying things on the current labour seeae is the 
in J amaica. 

apparent unwillingness of unionised labour/to reallj come to grips 
problems and 

with the/challenges facing anft economy under seige. If the organised 

labour movement does not make a positive input in finding the solution 

to o6m problems labour, the working people, may end up as the biggest 

victimso And that is not really necessary. Next, a word on political 

grat,iti, political violence and our tendency to selective condemnation 

of these twin evils. If the politic.al violence, or the graffiti - the 

writing oJI foul and nasty person.al abuse against our political leaders 

- is damaging to one side then only the supporters and sympathisers 

of that side take objection to it. The other side smiles smugly and 
leaders 

approves quietly: so if PNP/~».i:• are damaged by it, only PNP 

partisans and supporters condemn it: if JLP leaders are damaged by it, 

only JLP partisans and supporters condemn ito And this has not been 

just at the street aevel. Sections of the news media have been guilty 
is 

of this to an outrageous degree. So the questio:ry': Are we serious about 

stopping it? Or are we only bawling because the side we support is 

getting the worse end of it? The plain fact is that the nastiness on 

the walls is only a reflection of th• nastiness in sections of the 

press, and the nasty talk and character assassination in so-called 

'respectable' circles that should know better. In this sense the ugly 
just 

writing on the walls iala mirror of the level of degradationto which 
the power brokers in this society have reduced our political process. 
So instead of '13UP,.~!.n~ the people, look inward, please. Goodnight. 

~cJ.~~ 
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The Industrial Unrest: The Problems ot 
Equity, Viability & Responsibility 

NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
March 7, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: .All the indications are that very many Jamaican 

families are going to have serious water problems over this weekend, 

whether the strike is settled or not. The reported damage to some 

ot our water installations will take time to repair and bring back 

into service. And, as usual, 1 t will be the very poor and the weak 

and those least able to help themselves who will sutf'er most. The 

great danger in this kind of situation is the outbreak, especially 

among very young children and very old people, of gastro-intestinal 

diseases which are spread by polluted water. So, wherever ymzr 

water is doubtful, please boil it before drinking. And I pass on 

this advice to those striking water workers as well. I know if any 

of them have young babies they would not want any harm to come to 

their young babies. I hope they will think of the young babies of 

other ,people. Of course the vandalism and the sabotage at the water 
condemned. 

installations must be/aapud. But many of those who are so hot and 
indignant 

/ in their denunciation of this sab0¢88ea•e9.,..emarkably silent over 
I 

greater instances of economic sabotage when millions upon millions of 

dollars of foreiin exchange were illegally spirited out of this 

country. It seems to me that some of us are much too selective in 

our righteous, and at times,/ self-righteous, iniipatdlxm. When a 

wrong has been done, when the law has been violated, when the economy 

has been sabotaged, it is wrong whether done by workers or employers 
• Are prioe-gougeing and double invoiceing 

or people in high places 
and illegal currency exporting really any less damaging to the 
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nntional interest, any leas worthy of hot condemnation than workers 

tampering with water installations? Indeed this very double-standard 

may itself be one of the main reasons for our preaant labour unrest. 

An incomes policy that wants to hold wages to a ceiling at one level, 

and profits to a minimum level that is twice as high, and that allows 

prices to run riot, is an invitation to labour unrest. And to cap 

this sross inequity the government is now trying to find its way out 

of its adJii ttedly very real difficul tie~ with the size and perfol'Sllance 

and cost of the civil service by attempting to go back on the prinoipl 

of the rate for the job, for that, in essence, is what that circular 

to stop paying the acting allowance amounts to. When a worker uia 

is required to do a job in a grade that is higher than his own he or 

she usually takes on a bigger job with greater responsibility which 

would norma ly carry a higher salary. Th acting allowance was on 

the assumption the,t such a worker was doing the job on a terr,porary 
regular 

basis and would soon revert back to his or her own/grade at that 

grade's pay. The allowance was to compensate for the temporary extra 
,,,_ ,' 

responsibility. Any time anybody acting was confirmed in the higher 

grade, that person would get the pay which went with that higher grade 

What this canvellation would do would have people act in the higher 

grade but receive only the pay of their substantive grade: which 1n . 

effect means not getting the rate for the job even if you 'acted' in 

it for many years. And whatever else it is this is not a principled 

way of dealing wfth the problem. If the idea is to scale down civil 

service sa2arie then it should be put forward in a straightforward ..;, . 

and honest~ anner. Eetter still, consult seriously with the workers 

as they themselves propose; and if no solution can be found then take 

on the unpopulR responsibility of outbacks, but equitably. We are no 
going to solve our problems by clever maneouvres; and the Jem•ioan 

)Vorkers will no longer aooept~ iscrimination;; Goodnight. 
~;J... Af,Ah(t,~t nufU_ io_WIL{(ciQ. ~ ~ ~ h ~s. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



,o& 
;,,---

Hobert M\1gabe' s Victo.cy 

NEWS COMMENT.ARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday ,. 
Merch 5, 1980, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: The scope and extent of Mr . Robert Mugabe 's victory 

in Zimbabwe's pre-independence elections has come as a surprise to 

friend and foe alike. Tanzania's President N;y-..erere expressed it for 

the one side whtm he said the reaul t was bette'r tha.zl he had hoped 

for. And the South African .Press, echoed by son.e conservative Bri tiah 
it 

qua~ters, expressed ifor the other side, when they said the outcome 

was the worst of all the possible optionao Mugabe's friends had 

hoped for a victory, of course: but giver1 the system that had b'3en 

put in place, and given the massive anti-Mugabe campaign from both 

within e.nd. without the co~ntry, that hcpe was very muted« They BA.w 

:Mugabe ·winning the largi~st number of ~eats, but not an outright 

majority, not 51 seatso ]!he highest number of seats I personally 

could see Mugabe winning was 50 and tht~ hope was that he an f oshua 

Nk~mo would combine to form s. majority o The danger was that if 

~1ugabe won less than 50 se 0 ts the British Gover·nor and the other 
coF.1.lition 

groupB would tem_-pt Nkomo into heading a/xaxKXJ[ government which 
i:, 

exclude d Mugabe. This, as t h e Eri tish ar1d Sou th African and white 

Hhodesiru1s saw it was the most feasible other option, 'the lesser 

evil' for which they had worked so hard siriCe ft bacame clear that 

Bishop Muzorwwa would not come anywhere near winning a .najorlty of 

the blakk seats. But for this option to become a reality the Bishop 

and t he other pplinter e--i·oupsl\.. ~ o win at least eleven seats and 

so give the anti-Mugabe forces l 51 see.ta. Alternatively, if there 

was a dead heat, or mf the 80 blac~ seats were so evenly distributed 
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that no combination of black parties could form a majority without 

the 20 sea ts commanded by the whites, the situation would be ripe 

for the Sou th Africans to 'intervene to prevent chaos and collapse'. 

It was this las t possibility, I think, that led to that angry outburEt 

of Pr esident Nyerere on t he eve of voting when he denounced the 

elections as nei t her free nor fair. And I still thi·nk Nierere was 

righ t: they were neither free nor fair as elections ar e conducted in 

say Tiri ta.in; there was bogus, there wa,a rigging, an d there was la.rge-
. deciaivwly 

sca le intimidation •. And still Mug~i"be won. So Mugabfl won/in spite of 

all the effor·ts to make a clearcut and decisive outcome a near 

impossibility. An d this wac so ma,inly because t h e young people who 

had gone in to t he bli.ah and fought and won the war were able to 

mobilise their :people .. It i s a lre -=i dy becoming clear that they are 

going to g::-apple with the problem s of peace with t he s ame discipline 

and understanding ·they len.rned during the ha.rd war years. Mugabe will 
because he does not need to 

not/form a coalition, as one of our papers su6geated: it will be a 

government of national reconcilia tion. The absolute vie tors will invi t,: 

·the others to ahare in the difficult tnak of _na tion-building. And 
t hat must come 

the changes/will be made slowly and gra dually s o as not to shook and 

frighten. The whites :now control t he ecor10my. Tha t will have to change 

but care~~lly to cause as little disruption a s po s sible. The experienJe 

of Mozambique and Angola and Tanzania will help. Redistribution of 

land is the most importe.nt short-run i&aue. You cannot go o1having 

ne arly half of the best le.."ld r e served for whites only. This one cannot 
-· Zin;.ba,bwe 

wait. 11he ports and harbours of Moz8.lltbique are much ne arer/than those 

of Sou th Af:i"ioa. And Zambia, now, will not have to deal with a hoattle 

white ruled neighbour to the South: all of which adds up to agrea.t 

geo-poli tical e.nc. economic change in Southern Africa • .And the clearcut 
size of Mugabe's victory is a key factor inhibiting South African 
military intervention. Goodnight. 
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l) Our Nutrition Problem 

/2Lf 7 
2) Some ImportAnt Changes 

on t he Internatio11e l Scene 

N:E:WS COMME ·TAR 
For broedoast on Monday 
:Morch/4 1980, 6.lOp.m 

1; 
Goo d evening: The ugliest end ~eabt welcome sooial combination of 

all ild when food is sca.rece, when prices are high and riiaing, and 

when unemployment is also high and rising. J.tnd wu we here in 

eru aica fl.re in.to the.t uglJr and dengerous combination right now. It 

is cold comfort to tell u s that most of the Third World is into it 

too. /i.illd the fact t hat World Bank figures show that the que.li ty 
~ 

of lift: in J pn1aioa is Lmuch better than in moat other :l.'b~· rd World 
. . -~-t:½ MY- ' ' 

countries does not ms,.K.e a child with a hungry belly l any ess hungry 
-~~ w.-¥-

or e. men wi thou t e job [ eriy more reconciled to hif:l inability to earn 

a living for his family. To be sure the standard of living of the 

01~dinery people in a place like Tanzania is much lower than the 

living standards of ordimu·y J ru11a icans. And the s ame can be said of 

the living stFJndarda of the overhwelmitig ma ~ori ty of ordinary people 

in t i e rest of Africa end Asia and L tin America. But the people of 

Tanzania., for instance, have a much clearer understanding of the 

nature of their poverty and what they hove to do to overcom~i t, And 

for all their lower standard of living there are much fewer unemployed 

people who e.re utterly demoraliued or embittered bye. sense of useless 

ness. Somehow the little that they do have - be it work or :food or 
housing 
iaax.hg or schooling - is shrired more equitably among them. So you 

do not have the extremes of weal th arid want that you see here and 

elsewhere. What you do have i~ a ser1se of belong\~ a sense of common 

purpose, a 1:1ense of co-opera tion to some end• I thought about some of 
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these thir1g~ as I n.oni tored •ne hot political chat and the clever 

partisan point-scoring of this past weekend and I go:t the depressing 

feeling that for some, if not ~ oat of these political opez·a tors, our 
- i6 ~ /)~tJJ,eJ er of o.11, 

very serious nutrition pi--oblem was Ljust another· tool to be uaed in 
The few remaining 

t h e elec ,tor l power game./Subsidies are being lifted off basic food 
queotion or 

and _public transport: but we can easily, and wi,thout any/disagreement, 

find $11-miillion (includ,ding t:Jome in foreign exchange) to streamline 
ktc.a,t,,.. 

our electora l system. The question is: should there be a choice e--bw¾t 
spending on 

/streamlining our electoral oystem or seeing a. whole generation of 

our children being given adequate minimun. nourishment? If we look 

ten or fi.f'teen years down t he road what kind of people, what kind of 

oi tizeas and performers and pr·odu.cers, will this now under-nourished 
who grew up 

generation of children grow up into? 'iill people/stunted in body 

and mind because o ~ r oss undernourishment be able to create that 

s ociety of ju.stice and equity and human rights of which there ii:J so 

much chat? I would prefer there to be no choice because I want both 

a good electoral system and our ohildren properly fed: but if there 

has to be a choice then see our children fed. But, depressingly, thii 
have ,t , 

does not seem to/pos(f" any moral problems for many of those who held 

forth this weekend. And fin a lly and briefly, there are two new develoJ 

men ts on the Middle East to watch closely. This weekend the United 

otates for the first time supported a United Nations vote of censure 

against Israel for her policy of building Jewish settlements in 

occupied Arab territory. And, secondly, F'rarLce1a P-.ceaid,ent Oiaoaard 

d'Estaing signalled e. change in Middle East policy. From here on, 

~"'ranee will auppor'ti the right of Palestinians to full delf-determin-
two 

ation. These are/important policy a ifts which are bound tQ have 
jmplmmd effects on both Israel and the wider Middle Eest. Goodnight 
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1) Another Ei:nbassy 3eized 
2) Iran: etalema te on host ges 
3) Respecting t he right to dissent 

NEWS COM~ ENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
Pebru ry 29, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: Yet one more .Embassy has been seized and 1 ts occupants 

held hostage. So the age-old convention that f oreign embassies in any 

country are not to be violated in any wa,y, he.a once again been abused. 

And each time a convention ia abused, it makes it easier for the 

next time and the next. The idea of a foreign embassy being seen as 

part of 'the sovereign territory of the couvtry it represents, and 

being universally respected as such, has .been slowly dying ever 

since the upheavals of the 1960s. But it was in the 1970s, and 

culminating with the seizure of the American embassy in Iran, tnat 

this particular matter reached its peak. And then, on J anuary 31st 

of this year, the mounting violation of this age-old convention of 
immunity even more 

diploma.tic/lilllllltiy took a new and/aug■in: oaiaoue twist when 

members of Guatemala's security forces invaded the Spanish Plnbassy 

in Guatamala City to flush out a group of Guatemalan peesnants who 

had seized the Spanish Embassy in order to dramatise their grie,-ances. 

'fhat invAsion resulted in 39 people dying. The Spanish Government 

·blamed Guatamala for the disaster end broke off diplomatic re-latidn.a. 
I 

Under diplomatic convention Guatamala•~ security forces had no busine 
; 

to enter the, Spanish Embassy, which is Spanish terr itory, unless 

they were invited. Thus, for the first time, the official for,ces of 
I. 

a government had violat ed the diplomatic immunity of a foreign missior. 

on its soil·~ Up to that point it hRd been rebels and revolutionaries 

and so-called students who had done the violating. In Guatamala City 

it was the forces of the host government which did the viole,ting. 
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And one surprising thing was the comparatively calm reaction of 

the international community to this violation. You . would have thought 

that because this violation was carried out by the armed forces of 
wild 

a country, rather than by a bunch of/revolutionaries, the U.N. 

Security Council would want to deal with it. Anyway, the latest 

Em bassy to be seized waa that of the Dominican Republic in Bogota,, 

Colombia. The seizure took place on Wednesday and the le.ftwing group 

involved ia holding a number of diplomats, including the American 

Ambassador. They demand $15-million in r an some ~nd the release of 

300 political prisoner. One interesting twiBt which is the talking 

point in internationa l diploma tic circles, is the question of whether 

the communist diplomats who went to the reception were tipped off. 

Reports say the Soviet Ambassador arrived end handed envelopes to 

the drivers of the Czech, Hungarian and Rumanian Ambai:isadors. These 

people then stayed a t the reception for some time, and then left. 

And, say the reports, it we.a only when the American Ambassador 

indicated that he was leaving, that the guerillas struck. So no 

communist diplomats are smong the hostages. Were they tipped off to 

leave early? And can any sort of issue be made out of it? It would 

be interesting to see. In Iran, meanwhile, the hostages are in their 

118th day of captivity without any sign of e quic~ end to their long 

ordeal in sight, despite the fact that the Commission investigating 

the crimes of the fonner Shah is now at work. Here again it is the 

innocent who are s'li:ffering this cruel and unusual punishment for 

som.eone else's crimes. And here at home the untoi:c&unate business of 

showing no respect for the oth~ aon • s right to disagree co~~ues. 
J.nd have you n,t:iced how 1 t is \ those who make most noise about ·( eedom 
\ speech who are lmost abusive 011d nasty character assassins when ef!:J.l 
deal with people whose views theydo not like or disagree with? ( ~ree­
dom of speech is a two-way thing with respect for dissent atit heart. 

Goodnigh1 
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1) Of Threats & Presures 
2) I.M.F. & U.S. Policy 
3) Subsidies & Taxa.tiotj 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
February 27, 1980, 6.lOpom 

Daily 
Good evening: On the front-page of today's/ Gleaner there is a 

news story headed: •u.s. did not t~eaten Manley, says the :Embassy•. 

And on the editorial page of yesterday's Daily News under the heading 

•us gives Manley June deadline ••• Forget Cuba or Else ••• " there is 

reproduced an article which appeared in the American paper "Newsday" 
according to 

on January 23rd, and which llUXJm:t"a the dateline was written and 

dispathed from Kingston J amaica by one Les Payne. If you have not 

read that article I would strongly urge you to got hold of acopy of 
News 

yesterday's Daily/and r•ad it very carefully. I would then urge you 
:in t he Gleaner 

to go back and read today's statement/from the U.S. :Embassy equally 

carefully. And without wanting to tell you how to think and what to 

think, some very interesting points do arise. For instance, lam mysel 

rather intrigued at how long it has taken for this story wpich is 

of obvious and grave importfP}ce to Jamaica, to come fully to the 

surface of Jamaican political life. Much less important stories in ,. 

the foreign press about Jamaica have usually been blazoned on our 

front pages or on our editorial pages: and the more bitterly they 

attacked the government of Jamaica the bigger the headl~nes they 
, 

usually got. But this one was different. 'Newsday' is a very 

respected and influential American pa~er and its story appeared on 

January 23rd. Some J amaican and American friends in New York and 

elsewhere were sufficiently disturbed to phone me and write immediate­

ly they saw the atoryo I am sure this happened to other people here 

too, particularly to people in the news media. So, based on past 
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exyerience, I fully expected the 'newsday' article to appear in 

bold dr8I{,atic form within days: but nothing happen for nearly a 

month, and then it ~ppee.red in dull grey headlines on page 12 of a 

14 page paper on the 20th of this montho Now at last, more than a 
was 

month later, the story/ta presented in a way which underscored its 

real importance and compelled that statement from the U.S. Embassy. 

So please read both the story and the statement very carefully and 

decide for yourself how iis really goes. I don't think~ based on the 

'Newsday• report that Manihey was •threatened'; so that careful denial 

is soundo But there is no denial of the direct State Department quotes 

or of the statement in the article, and I quote: "Besides, the United 

States exerts great itjfluenoe on the l.M. F. and according to another 

financial souroet Washington is responding to Manley's oft-voiced 

commi tmen-t to- socialism" o There is a clear suggestion here of •n• a 

link between IMF 011d Washington policy towa.rd Mru1leyo So, how poli tioa: 

is the IMF? And how real the acceptence that it is, and muat be the 

Jamaican people and only the Jamaican people who decide who will or 

will not gov·ernmen t? Is there xui:i~ any real differ·anee between 
straight 

subverting the democratic ppocess by/brutal military force or by 
· econ.omic 

clever and secr-et/sa:nm:trlll and psychological warfare? In short, 

is there any real qualitative difference between the way the Soviets 

and Americana deal with those whom they see as being in their backyard: 

and being in their spheres of influence? Or is the difference only 

in the methods they use to bring their so-called 'client states• to 

heel? Does the one have any greater and any more real respect for 

the sovereignty of sma11 peoples than the other? Anyway, read and 

then think it out for yourself. An ti finally and briefly, if there is 

to be a lifting of subsidr s on ba.sio items then there must also be a 

lifting offftaxes which were supposed to support those subsidie~..__FpF_~ 
the govt to do one without the other is not to bear itB \ Bhare;f'G'6c:ffln!g1 

~ 
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NEWS CODENTARifi.t 

l) The I.M.F. Softens its stand? 
2) Gen3a: fo -=-Lege.li ee er No~ 
3) krae:l.i 88':lth Afriean livcle~? 

For broadcast on Friday 
February 22, l980t 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: This week's visit to Jamaica by the head of the 

Caribbean Department of the I.M. F., and the apparent understanding 

reached between him and our own Minister of Finance, would suggest 

that the IMF is no more anxious to be rid of Jamaica than we in 

Jamaica, or some of us, are to be rid of the I.M.1. A careful 

reading of the new• reports would suggest that they are even prepared 

to give way on that extra 150-million cut from the 1980/81 budget 

on which the last engotiations broke down. And there seems to be a 

new mood of concern and enquiry about how we are faring in our quest 1 

to raise money from non-I.M.F. sources. So what is it that ,s 

responsible for this apparent softening of the previously tough I.M.F. 

demands? I think there are several reasons or, if ·you prefer, several 

pressure points, to which the I.M.F. seems to be responding. First, 

and most important in an American election year, is the fact a:f that 

small but influential groups of Americans are expressing grave 

concern about some of the methods of the I.M.F. in dealing with Third 

World countries. And these groups are taking their concerns to the 

American people who providal the taxes with which the U.S. Government 

acquired the shares which gives it the single strongest voice in 

I.M.P. policy and decision making. Some of these people were shocked 

and apalled when they sawn the text of that New Year's Day speech to 
iN-. ~oN~(!..~ ~ ScU.o..Ml' 

the Diplomatic Corps lby President Julius Nyerere explaining why 

Tanzania had rpected I.M.F. balance of payments support because of 
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the conditions laid down. It was in that speech that Nyerere asked 

the now famous two questions which have echoed round the world. "When 

did the I.M.F. become~ an International Ministry of Finance? When 

did the nations agree to surrender their power of decision-making!: 

Nyerere could speak out as bluntly as this because he and his people 

were prepared to :face the consequences of doing without the I.M. F. 

We in Jamaica were not prepared ·to 'face those consequences which is 

why we surrende>aome of our power of decision-making in the first 

and second I.M.F. agreements, both of which we finally failed. And 

when, after this last failure, the Jamaican Gov·ernment decided it 
conditions and 

could not continue giving in to the I.M.F./demands, and when it made 

that the issue on which it would fight the election announe·ed for 

not later than this coming October, a new situation was created. 
main 

If the I.M. F. were made the/election issue,.s ., and if the governing 

party were returfidto power on a platform of not persuing the I.M.F 

path, the result would in fact be a repudiation of our present 

traditional capitalist economic srs-tem.· And the I.M.F. was not 

prepared to stand by neutrally a:nd ~isk this happening. So it had 

to come back, a little more flexibly, a little more willing to 

accollimodate, in order not to lose this particular •customer' to 

another kind of'bank' and another kind of economic and poli tioal 
rather simplistic 

system,s. And this, in a way, endorses the/view of those who say 

the I.M.F. uses its economic power to further political -ends. I think 

a more accurate discription would be to say the I.M.F. operates as 

it does because of the ends it serves. And those ends are the protec;­

ion and preservation of worldwide private enterprise and the so-called 

free market system. What that system does to the people of Jamaica 
611 -tk ~ a( fk ikiAd. ~ 

Lis not the I.M.F.'s business: that is or should be the business of 
~~~~~~J~ 

the people of Jemaic; Goodnighto 
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The Economics of Survival: 
Role of Trade Unionism in an economy under seige 

NEWS COMM EN TAT-, Y 
For broadcast on Monday 
February 25, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: L .te last week five of the island's major trade unions 
r', 

wrote to the Prime Minister asking him to meet with them urgjently 

to discuss the lay-off of workers in both the public and private 

sectors. Tlfe letter said the unions had received letters,t from 

employers indicating that the lay-offs could affect thousands of 

workers, and tha t aome businesses may be closed. And this is what 

the unions want to discuss uzgently with the Prime Minister. So, 

I.M.F. or no I.M.F. our besieged economy has now slowed down to the 
· many of those 

point where/suxpuxaf workers who have been employed up to now 

are in danger of losing their jobs. An d for them, as well as for those 

who have bll already lost their jobs, the critical question is: What 

are we to do? And. who i . s to do .it? And how? And this one, like all 

reAlly important and hard questions, is not an easy one. So we tend 

to talk around it, to skirt and evade it, an d to make a lot of noise, 

as if noise will make the problem somehow go away. But the problem 

of uhemployment is here, and, in an economy under sei•e it is going 

to get worse and worse until we face it head-on. So let us ask bluntl) 

Whose problem is it? 
was and · 

Up to now most of us have behaved as though it 

/ is the government's problem. The private sector has helped out by 

creating a large number ot jobs but at a very high cost in foreign 

exchange. And one of the reasons for the current lay-otf threat is 

the fact that we do not have the necessary foreign exchange to pay 

for the raw material to keep the fa.ctories 1fiiil which provide the 

pbg jobs. That is one aspect. Another aspect is that the population 
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has been increasing year/4 by year; and as the population grows so 

the labour force, the people working or wanting work, grows. In 

October of· 1977, for instance, the labour force stood at just under 
was 

918,000: a year later, by October 1978, it/ta just under 950,000. 

In one year, between October 1977 and October 1978, 32,000 more 

people ha d come on to the job market. And we did not create 32,000 

new jobs in that year. As a matter of fact job opportunities contract­

ed by something of the order of over 12,000 over that period • .But 

there was anothe phenomenon at work as well. Those people who were 

fortunate enough to have jobs, and especially those who were represen1 

ed by aax■1 the five trade unions who wrote to .the J,rime Minister, 
or, rather, their unions, 

were doing very nively, thank you. They/fought for and won higher 
~113-kW'l\crJ'A.j~ 

wages end better fringe benefitf And they did not seem too concerned 

about the wages and conditions of the overwhelming majority of worker& 

who were not unionised and who had to somehow ~urvive on th~national 

minimum wage or less. And they certainly did not seem concerned about 

that roughly one-third of the labour force that was unemployed. 

Certainly I have not heard of e:ny of our big unions calling for the 

cutting out of overtime to crwate a few more jobs for those who had 
wage and fringe 

no job; or reducing a/claim to ensure that nobody gets laid off. It 

seems that all they are concerned about is taking care of their fully 

paid up members, and that's it. The question is: Can this kind of 

trade unionism continue and flourish in economies that are under 

seige? ibis is a question that the entire labour and trade union 

movement, worldwide, is going to have to face as the world economy 

tthrinks and changes. The lay-offs and threats of lay-offs and close 

downs are not just a Jamaican thing. It is happening all over Europe 

and even in rich l orth .America. Unless it changes and becomes more 
socially responsible, more concerned with tQ.e in teristr if aM 1orfllrt' 
not just members, the union movement may sbJt&vei 1n o r ev o ' 
the new economic situation now unfolding. Goodnight. 
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NEWS COIIMENTARifi.t 

1) The I.M.F. Softens its stand? 
2) Gaaja: ::Ce lsaplise-.:1tr No.ti 
3) Israeli South Afriee:n Nuclear Weapo&? 

For broadcast on Friday 
February 22, 1980, 6.l0p.m 

Good evening: This week's visit to Jamaica by the head of the 

Caribbean Department of the I.M.F., end the apparent understanding 

reached between him and our own Minister of Finance, would suggest 

that the llIF is no more anxious to be rid of Jamaica than we in 

Jamaica, or some of us, are to be rid of the I.M.F. A careful 

r eading of the new• reports would suggest that they are even prepared 

to give way on that extra 850-million cut from the 1980/81 budget 

on which the l ast engotiations broke down. And there seems to be a 

new mood of concern and enquiry about how we are faring in our quest 

to raise money from non-I.M.F. sources. So what is it that ms 

responsible for this apparent softening of the previously tough I.M.F. 

demands? I think there are several reasons or, if you prefer, several 

pressure points, to which the I.M.F. seems to be responding. First, 

and most important in an American election year, is the fact af that 

small but influenti l groups of Americans are expressing grave 

concern about some of the methods of the I.M.F. in dealing with Third 

World countries. nd these groups are taking their concerns to the 

American people who providal the ta.xes with which the U.S. Government 

acquired the shares which gives it the single strongest voice in 

I.M.F. policy and decision making. Some of these people were shocked 

and apalle~ when they saw,, the text of that New Year• s Day speech to 
11h. l)M'-es-S~ . .1/'Yl 

the Diplomatic Corps l by President Julius Nyerere explaining why 

~ Tanzania had r~ected I.M.F. balance of payments support because of 
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the conditions laid down. It was in that speech that Nyerere asked 

the now famous two questions which have echoed round the world. "When 

did the I.M. F. become ~ an International Ministry of Finance? When 

did the nations agree to surrender their power of decision-making,: 

Nyere~e could speak out as bluntly as this because he and his people 

were prepared to face the consequences of doing without the I.M.F. 

We in Jamaica were not prepared to face those consequences which is 

why we surrende~ some of our power of decision-making in the first 

and second I.M.F. agreements, both of which we finally failed. And 

when, after this last failure, the Jamaican Government decided it 
conditions and 

could not continue giving in to the I.M.F./demands, and when it made 

that the issue on which it would fight the election announced for 

not later than this coming October, a new ·situation was created. 
main 

If the I.M.F. were made the/election iasue,s, and if the governing 

party were retur8dto power on a platfonn of not persuing the I.M.F 

path, the result would in fact be a repudiation of our present 

traditional capitalist economic system. And the I.M.F. was not 

prepared to stand by neutrally and risk this happening. So it had 

to come back, a little more flexibly, a little more willing to 

accommodate, in order not to lose this particular •customer' to 

another kind of 'bank' and another kind of economic and political 
rather simplistic 

syatem,s. And this, in a way, endorses the/view of those who say 

the I.M.F. uses its economic power to fu.rther political ·ends. I think 

a more accurate discription would be to say the I.M.F. operates as 

it does because of the ends it serves. And those ends are the protec;­

ion and preservation of worldwide private enterprise ·and the so-called 

free marke ~ system. What that system does to the people of Jemaica 
&v -ft.._ ~F ft,.;_ ~J ~u_ 

[is not the .M.F. •s business: that is or should be the business of 
~it..~f ~ L~d_~, 

the people of J emaic8t Goodnight. 
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Ash Wednesday, 1980 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro F. d.cas 't 011 \·:ed11e sday 
February 20, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: This first Ash Wednesday of the dec ade of the 1980s, 

and aorue of the events taking place all about us ·in the world, should 

remi11d us tha't in early Chri:3-tia.n times t he first day of Lent was a 

day of repentance and a reminder of the mortality of man. In those 

early days when the p1•ies ·t sprink led ash on the heads of the penitents 
' 

he s a id: "Remember, man, that thou art dust and to dust thou shalt 

return". Hemember man ••• And in Southern California right now, in 
a.fluent 

one of the most/ni1ll.n~ araa.s in the mett affluent society in the 

world, storzns and floods and landslides are doing terrible damage 

.righ t now. Earlier today a partial oount showed that over 4 .,000 

Southern Californian families h r=i d h e d to evacuate t neir homes; that 

i:riore t han 100,000 hemes ware wi tho·ut light and power; tbel the derih 

teit s Loerdsa t -=2-'p; that the preliminary estimate, of the cost of ell 

·this damage w-as in the region of $300-million; and that up to early 

this morning some 27 people ha d died. It is a terrible and painful 

reminder of our mortality, no ma tter big and rich and powerful or 

how small and poor and weak. And have you noticed how oftem this 

kind of natural disaster which reduces DH''·tll to his proper si_ze and 
occurs 

pl a ce in nature iakaa/11ia:m:a az,ound the start of the Lenten season? 

Perhaps it is just coincidence; but then again, perhaps it is a 

pointea. r eminder to pompous, s elf- important, ego-riddled man to 

rea.eruber the. t 'thou a.rt dust and to dust aou ahel t re turn' and 

vvi thout being able to ta.lee the,t fine house or that fancy car or tha:t 

doubtfully-ob tail.led fortune with you. So on this first Lenten day of 
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what looks like being the very turbulent decade of the 1980s, 

remember, men. And I wonder whether President Carter remembered 

t 11at Pebrue.ry 20th this year would fall on Ash Wedn.esday when he 

set todey as the deadline for the Russian~ to pull out of Afghanistan 
moving or 

or risk the/cancellation or postponement or boycott of the Moscow 

Olympics l e ter this year. AnywJl¥, the day has come; the Russians 

are still in Afghanistan; the Olympics are going to take place i n 

Moscow and on time; the one remaining paint now is to see who boy­

cotts and wha t ha.ppens to the Olympia• af·terwards. .And today, too, 

Iren formally e.pproved the names of those who will sit on the United 

Na tiona-sponored Interne.tiona l Commission which will investiga te 

the criminal ch rges brought by the government and people of Iran 
charge3 s 

age.inst the fonner Shah e,s well a s/a.gain at the United States for 

its role in Iranian a,ffaire during the rule of the Shah. By coupling 

charges againat the United States with thair accusations against the 

Shah the IrMiari s seem bent on re-opening the events of 1952 and. 1953 

wheri the CIA ste.ge-man a.ged the coup which overthrew the democra tically 

elected government of Mohammed Mossadegh, allegedly becauae he wa.s 

"a communist-e.esociated• leader, and replaced him with t he pro-Wes ter n 

Shah. Mr. Certer has now come arcund to acce pting the setti ng up of 
I nves t iga: ting 
the/Commission before the :release of the American hos tages ; but he 

says he is not prepared to accept blame or apolmgiae for wha t happened 

in the past. Still, there was a time when he sa id there could be no 

enquiry till t he hostages were released. He ha s ohsnged his mind on 

t hat ; he may chf'l_nge his mind on other things too, aspeoiallyas the 

chArges against the CIA ha.ve in f act been confirJLed by a Committee of 

the United St tes Senate itself. And here at home it seems that we 

or s om e of us, are at last ·oeginning to come to -terms with th,3 ree.11 ty 
of our situation and the fact that we, and nobody else, no forliign 
sugar daddy, will have to deal with our problems. Goodnight 
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Elections, Talk of Elections & 
Consequences of Elections. 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
February 18, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: Elections, talk of elections, and the consequences 

flowing from elections, dominated the weekend news both here at 
Voters 

home and in many other parts of the world. na,xa in Canada and 

in the Caribbean island of st. Kitts went to the polls earlier today. 

And in the Caribbean island of Puerto Rico Mr. George Bush, a former 
' yesterday 

Director of the America Central Intelligence Agency, the CIA,/won 

the Republican Party's Presidential Primary election. This win gives 

Mr. Bush all fourteen of the island's delegates who will go to the 

national Republican Convention in July at which the Republican 

candidate for the Pr esidency will be chosen. The odd thing about this 

one is that although Puerto Ricans can vote in the party primaries, 

t hey cannot vote in the actual Presidential elections, they cannot 
directly as do other Americans 

vote/to elect the President himself. ihis is part of the ambiguity 

of t he Puerto Rican relationship with the United States, part of 
ironically, 

the so-called .Pl.\erto Rican Model. But/the deci11ive win by Mr. Bush 

in the Puerto Rican primary now makes him the leading Republican 

candidate for the nomination. Further afield, in Rhodesia, the 

electioneering is becoming increasing y more violent and is also 

assuming some char acteristics which are very familiar to us. Yesterday 

there was the startling news that four black parties, one o j them 
to form .LJ 

that of Mr. Joshua Nkomo, had agreed on the need/afxa a government 

of N tional Unity if no one party won a clear working majority. And 

this, according to the wire service reports, was the emerging of an 
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anti-Robert Mugabe coalition . of moderate,af blacks tha t would have 

the support of the British Government, the Rhodesian whi tea and, 

by implica·tion, the white South Africans. And then, in the early 

hours of this morning we had the re~ort out of Bulawayo that Joshua 

Nkomo had arrived at no such agreement. Other as_pects o.f the attempt 

to pin all the blame for the violence on Mugabe and his supporters 

came to light when the car in which two black security force officers 

were travelling blew up shortly after one church had been bombed and 

bombs were discovered in another. The very strong suspicion was that 

the security forces were planting the bombs and the literature to 

implicate Mugabe. Shades of harming your own side to put. the blame 

on the other! She.dew of spreading fear and confusion! These things 

do not heppen only in Jamaica. The so-called •modera tes' conniving 

against the so-called 'radicals' is not an exclusively Jamaicen thing. 

And still tu.rther afield, India's Mrs. Indira Gandhi yesterday 

dismissed nine state governments and placed their administrations 

under direct Central Government control until fresh state elections 
opposition 

can be held. There was an immedia te/uproar and .cha.rgea of dictatorship 

and authori*arian rule. The rub is that this was exactly what the 
did 

J anata government of the Old Men/after t hey had defeated Mrs. Gandhi 

in 1977. They dimiased nine state governments which supported Mrs. 

Gandhi and gave precisely the same reason she gave yesterday: that 

in the l ight of the election r esult those stat..kovernments no longer 

reflected the wishes of the people. Sauce for Jhe goose - sauce for 

the gander. And perhaps a lesson for ~ur own electioneering politician 

One serious wo~ry about our campaigning is the unfortunate tendency 

to drag in and name :toreian countries. No matter which party wins, 

Jamaica will still have to do business with all the countries of ihe 

world _ communid* and non-communist - so cut out the naming and tre.ci~ 
ple~se, for Jamaica's sake. Goodnight. 
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The B.O.J. Strike: 
a) the rule of law 
b) the fringe benefit issue 

NEWS COMME:A'TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
February 15, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: There are at least two key aspects to the strike 

which has brought the operations of the Bank of Jamaica to a halt. 

First, there is the comparatively straightforwRrd aspect that the 

Bank of Jamaica is an Essential Service, and as such, for the workers 

to strike in the way in which they have done is to break the Essential 

Services Lew. And when any individual ., or any group of individuals, 
risk f acing 

b.reak the law for whatever reason, they/1aaa the penal ties of the 

1aw. So, as in the case of the strike of Jamaica Public Service 

Company supervisors just about a month ago, we must expect the la,w 

to take its course without fear or favour. The fa.ct that one of 

the 'big' unions is involved in this ce.se as against a •small' union 

in the case of the JPS supervisors, should make absolutely no differen• 

as far as the rule of law is concernedo -½t -a e ithe1 t i.at, r../e either 

enforce the in Essential Services Law, or we scrap the law altog•ther . 

To have a law and to allow it to be flouted with impunity is worse 

than having no law at all because it invites an attitude of contempt 

for the concept of the rule of law itself. That is the first and 

comparatively straightforward aspect of this BOJ matter. The second 
difficult and 

and much more/complex aspect is the whole fringe benefit business. 

In one of their 'shows of strength' for the television camera some 

workers tal:ed about two very high-priced oars being bought for the 

use of top bank executives. And, like it or not, it ~ ~ gument 

that has a valid point. If this kind of money can be[ spent on one oar 

for the use of one individual, and it Will be maintained and kept in 
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full Bllloun t of 
fuel for that individual, then the/money they demand for uniforms 

must also be found. ~e logiv behind this is the argument of equity 
with 
a:JlitXW all 1 ts moral ru1d social force and implications. The top braes 

in most publj_c and private enterprises _ 
/ get some of their pay in the form of housing allowances, in the form 

of free and maintained cars, in the form of entertainment allowances. 

And mostly they pay no taxes on these fringe benefits. In oontrast 

the workers at the lower levels have to pay taxes on every single 
· Jfxixi.Housing Trust & Social Secur_ 

cent they earn, usually by way of %JI• P.A.Y.E./deduction(at source. 
a, worker his 

And when/~ lools at the very 11 ttle in/,:m own hand and contrasts 

1 t with what looks like the over-abundance in the other man's hand, 

a bitter and angry sense of being wronged comes eaailyo And so we 

have the often apparently 'irresponsible' and'outrageous• damands 

and behaviouro The hard truth is that if we do not face up to 

some of the problems and questions raised by this business of perks 

and fringe benefits we may be in for a deal more unnece~sary labour 

unrest and conflict in the difficult months ahead. If we run out of 

names for the fringes we demand in hope of increasing our take-home 

pay we may-· ·end up with a whole series of 'no-name' fringe benefits. 

It seems to me that one of the things our tax authorities should do 
tax 

is ·to give the kind of/reliefs that would eliminate the very high 

level of avoidance by way of perks. They could do this by putting 

a tax-free money value on particular skills and particular pos,ti tiona 

and ·then not allowing Bl'ly perkp to go with the skill or position. 

We then all have to find and pay for our own trMsport., pay for our 

own housing, and pay for our own entertainment. We would all be 

taxed in the same way. We would e.11 make the same sacrfices. The 

differences in pay would be strictly on the job and its value and 
usefulness. A sense of equity leads to leas tension, less hostility. 

Goodnight. 
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NEWS OOMMEN TARY 

The Albert Robinson Affair: A preliminary 
look at its implica tions for the 

Democra tic Process 

For broadcast on Wednesday 
February 13, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The Chief Justice of Jamaica, Mr. Kenneth Smith, has 

now presented his findings on the so-called 'Spy Robinson Affair' 
matter 

which was, you may remember, the first/&11• he looked into in his 

Enquiry into alleged Government corruptiono It is a long report Sl'ld 

it is going to take some time to study in any sort of de tail.Ip so 

any comment on the specific details of the matter must await such 

a study. What we do know now is that the Chief Justice has found 

tha t neither the Prime Minister nor ttaxaa members of the government 

and the police used Albert Robinson corruptly. In other words , on 
;()I'\ 

this particular matter the allegations of government corrupt' have 

turned out, on the evidence, to be false. And while we await copies 
on the Albert Robinson Affair 

of the full report/and the possible serialisation of it in those 

papers which at the time of the Enquiry served it up to us in daily 
has a bearing 

screaming headlines, there is 811 aspect of it which/iuuu:aa on the 
compe ti ti ve 

foundations of our system of/multi-party JE1lih~u4 government, 

which we need to think and talk about. Do you remember those 45 days 

between September 11 and December 7 of 1978? Do you remember the 

mood tha t h d been generated in much of the country? Do you remember 

the steady daily diet of Albert Robinson that came at us from every 

section of the news media, with one particular section of the print 

media almost wanting to determine the outcome of the enquiry for us? 
and instructive 

I think it might be very useful/for some student doing a Mass Communi-

cation course at the university to do a study of the role of the 
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media in the Albert Robinson A:f':f'air in the light of the findings 

of Chief Justice Kenneth Smith. Please don't get me wrong. The 
seek out and 

question is not whether the media should or should not/expose_, as 

forcefully arid as dramatically as possible, any wrongdoing. Of 

course it must do that. The real question is whether any news 

medium, anywhere is the world, but especially 1n our kind of wo~ld 
un subs tan tia te d 

•aedld use and manipulate/allegations to achieve a particular end. 
some American 

The difference between the roles played by/journalists in the 

Watergate business and the roles played by some of our journalists 

in the Albert Robinson business is the difference between people 

who build a case on painstakingly checked ·out fact and those who 
J half-truth 

would use a quarter grain of/faa~ to build a house of fiction. This 

is why the judicial process vinllioated the journalists in the case 

of Watergate, and why the judicial process repudiated the ease made 

by some of our journalists in the Albert Robinson aff'airo And then 

there is the time that was taken up., and the energy that was 

dissipated and the money that was spen-to- Can Jamaica really afford 
c,,tPtl~ 

this kind of negative f and unproductive actiwity? If all the skill 

and drive and enerd) ~ ative cunning which went in to the making 

of the Albert Robinson Affair had been put into urging people to 
across party line,, 

grow more :tood or work harder and co-operate moreJ into helping to 

end the nationa.l confusion of that time, perhaps things would not 

have been quite as bad as they now are. By dividing the house, by 
being conned intQ 

/POur~ng so much time and thought and money into diverting the nation 

from looking after its real hard problems we almost ensure our own 
Was that t he motive behind it all? And remember 

failure./ A1lJdx the Albert Robinson A:f:f'air is only one of JDUa many 

such time and energy and money-wasteing futilities. It is clear that 
Jamaica's democracy CBll ill afford this and still grow and flourish. 
We must e-i ther all . - PNP,JLP, no-P - stop undermil'ling our de~cracy 
or it will surely die. Goodnight l.. 
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1) Politics a s usual - J amaica style 
2) •v1r. Carter' s narrow win in V.l aine 
3) Collapse of North-South Dialogue 
4) Rhodesia: Wha t if they kill Mugabe? 

NEWS COMMENTJiRY 
For broadcast on Monday 
FIJbruary 11, 1980, 6.lOp.o 

Good evening: Here at hom.e it has been a. weekend of politics as 

usual, Jamaica atyle - which means an awful l.ot of verbal heat and 

very little light. It seems almost as though the whole exercise is 

designed by a sort of deliberate gentlemen's agreement to confuse 

and mislead the J amaican electorate utterly. There is an outbreak 

of poli tica.l violence and hooliganism and immediately each side 

accuses the other of either causing the violence or else of perpetrat-
the 

ing/violence against itself in order to embarras the other. Neither 

side investigates or awaits an investigation. Each side seems hell­

bent on getting its bit of political 9ileage - no matter what the 

cost. And this is no good. It is no good becaase it spreads fear 

and confusion instead of spreading calm and understanding. And it is 

no good because it shows a monumental contempt for the Jamaican 

people and for the intelligence of the Jamaican people. It is up to 

the Jamaican people to watch it all, and to judge it all, and to 

quietly identify for themselves those who are the real instigators 

of violence, and to take this into account when they come to cast 

their votes. WA tch closely, li s ten closely end you will know. And it 

is only when the Jamaican people themselves finally make up their 

minds that they ere sick and tired of the politically inspired and 

motivated violence and that they want an end to it, t hat it will stop. 

Remember, t he peaceful ones are many and they are in all parties., and 

the violent ones are a tiny handful and they too are in all pcrties. 
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It is a failure of po~itical leadership and of our political system 

that tha violent ones have not been driven out of the parties. It 

is a failure of the Jamaiaan society, of the Jemaican electorate, 

that we have tolera ted this ugly distructive political violence for 

so long. It is a betrayal of our democracy that some among us have 

tried to manipulate it and exploit it. For J amaica' s sake we must 

stop it before it stops our democracy. And let us not be conned into 

forgetting the issues. When they have done with either blaming or 

defending the I . M. F., when they have done with blaming and denouncing 

each other, what are their plans? What programmes and policies do 

they have to offer us? Saying take an alternative route is no progrBDlD'.I 

Saying confidence and better management is no programme. Le t us hear 

about t he positive programmes so that we cen judge them on their 

merits and choose intelligently. And talking about choices, yesterday 

U.S. Democratic Party cauauses in the sta te of Maine turned out to be 

a bit of a setback for Pre f! iden t Carter even though he headed the poll 

Mr. Carter's 44% to Senator Kennedy's 39% gave him a much smaller 

margin than had been pr,dicted: and Kennedy, for all the magic of the 

name, is emerging as a , poor 
bipartisan 

the massive/support for Mr. 

now 
campaigner. The big question/is whether 

by 
Carter stimulated/events in Iran and 

Afghanistan, i s starting to wane. If it is then the months ahead could 

turn hard and rocky for t he Preisident. On the Republica.n side Mr. 

George Bush ie the man to wa tch. And on the wider scene the co.llapae 
in New Delhi this weekend 

/ of the North-South dialogue between the world• s lea.ding Western Powers 

and Third World countries seeking more development aid is, I think, 

bound to greatly influence the shape and direction taken by the Third 

World in i ta search for answers to the twin problems of poverty and 

under-a.evelopment. The capi teliat West may in f a.ct ha.ve written-off 
its last chrjµtQ8 · to-to in.fl~~nce and perhaps guide that development. And 
finally,~ hff~Wo'uil l2fi~en i~ R4o~sip _if Robert Mugabe were killed? 
ft -KW t1( ~ (µ/ 1.AA J/V---L~ lAA -ft_ ~ (;cf- afu<!A ? · Goodnight• 
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l) Squaring Off: the threat of violence 
2) Issues, Manifestoes, C~.m pamgn Platforms 
3) Foreign Lenders; Foreign Investors 

NEV S COMlv EN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
February 8, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: There were reports of gunfire near a political ra.lly 
and the police had to be rushed to the scene; 

l a s t night,.( there were reports of two stabbings;asxi.x there were 

reports of a much-us ed main road being oiled: all depressingly 

familiar reminders of campaign politicking, J amaica style. The 

politica l parties are only just starting to square off, and already 

the threat of political violence has surfaced. Thia is ugly and 

dangerous; it is totally undesireable; and it is totally unnecessary 

if what we are about is really the genuinely free expressin+ f their 

choice by the Jamaican people. Any choice which is made under threa,t 

under bullying, under intimidation, or under the fear of these, is 

not really e free choice. So let us stop the violence and the threa t 

of violence before they get out of hand. For violence and the use of 

ua the t hreat of violence, and intimidation, are as much forms of 

electora l malpractice es any bogus voting or ballot rigging. So it 

is very little use our cleaning up the mechanics of the electoral 
to go on 

system if we leave the political muscle-men and bully-boys/threatening 

and frightening and hurting people into either not voting at all or 

else voting their way. There are severa,l things that cen be done 

about this. The most obvious is of course the adequate provision of 

security at public meetings. It becomes more difficult when the 

various parties meet at group and branch levels, and it is a---t this 

point tha,t the hit-and-run type of violence designed to intimida te 

and discourage usually takes place• If the opposing candidates in a 

constituency are really against the use of violence they can usually 
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influence the conduct and behaviour of t heir most aesz passionate 

activi••s. The trouble is that more often than not the candidates see 

ax• themselves a s the beneficiaries of a 'little' bullying and pressu1 

and violence, and so t hey turn a blind eye or play the monkey who 

•sees no evil, hears no evil and speaks no evil'. I think in such 

constituencies church an d community leaders should insist on violence 

free campaigning. The fear that a community might use its votes to 

punish a candidate whose campaign is seen as being a violent one, 

could go a very l ong way to tone down the impulse to violence. So 

try it please. Let them know we want no political violence this time 

around; let them know we are prepared to use our votes to punish the 
J bullies and the 

/ violent ones. I think they will get the message fast. Then there is 

the business of issues. I think most Jamaican voters realise that 

this is going to be a most critical election for their fu tu.re. So it 

is critically important for them to insist on knowing what kind of 

future eac~ of the parties would shape for them, if elected. Right 

now they are all sort of dancing around each other looking for poimt­

scoring advantages. Eech is trying to make the other show his hand 

while keeping his own secret. We must insist that all hands are shown: 

PNP, JLP and any other P - whether it campaigns overtly or covertly. 
how those who 

The J ama.ioan people have the right to .know/waaxax%ilaaa are now 

seeking to be entrusted with power will use that power. What ends will 

they try to achieve? Whose interests will they serve? What are the 

deta.ils. The decision on the I.M. F. waiver is due to be made on the 

29th of this month. After that all parties should issue their cemapign 

manifestoes as quickly as poss ible. And let us never forget that 
t-{(t ~ f'.-X~~S r 

{e:ny foreign lender, no matter who, and any foreign investor, no matter 
who, will lend or invest, first and foremost to make a profit for them 

l --f oJuz.,. ~ i.d.1"°~~ A--
se ves • . It is Jem~ica 8:11d , Jamaicans who mus t' ;care ~the Jamaican ,i1nteres1.. 

✓e ct-,·tstk s~11ttt ~ /,lo J ~lJ ~ • ... Goodnight --
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NEWS CO · EN' ARY 

1) ' he olding Budget: Priorities 
2) The Cold ar: Iran, Afghanistan. 
3) hodesia.: The ·olitical Numbers 

For bro dcast on edne~day 
February 6, 1980, 6.l0p.m 

Good evening: In opening t he debate on the Revised Supplementary 

stim~tes of the 1979/80 budget in P rlia ent yesterda.y r~r. Eric 

Bell painted a grim picture of J Rmaica.' s economy under seige. Ve 

all know the facts, really, or at least, we are all a.ware of the 

bAeic nn ture of our problem. The trouble is it has all become 
and dulled 

rather blurred/by our ongoing war of words. Perhaps r, r. Bell's 

stark statement will shA.ke Ut3 into obsorbing the reality of our 

problem and into really doing something about it instead of only 

screaming and shouting at each other and blaming each other for it. 

v' e f ece a. foreign exchange crisis; we face a crisis of years of 

negative growth in the economy in both the public and private 

sectors; and we face a budgetary crisis. Look a t it any way you like; 

blame it on whoever you like, on any combination of factors you like. 

the basic problem still re ·ains. And et the heart of our problem is 

our failure to earn enough of the foreign exchange we need to pay 

for $he things we im.port. And this is so because we have not produce, 
the 

enough of the things we can export to earn/foreign exchange. And so 

we have resorted to the dangerous business of trying to borrow our 
,or . the bulk of it, 

troubles away. If we h d Uf.> ed the borrowed money/to increase product-
foreign 

ion and so earn more/faaxp exchange it would not have been so bad. 

But while we borrowed these huge sums of money our economy, in both 

the public Fn d private sector, showed nega1 ve growth - which means 

going b ck instead of going forward. And the inevitable consequence 

of this is cutbacks, shortages, unemployment - all the things we are 
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simple 
now facing. That i~ the nature of our problem in straight/ha.rd 

economic terms. And the answer to 1 t, in straight hard economic 

terms, ia to work herd and to produce and to earn our troubles away. 

But there is a political equation as well: who controls the econony 
real 

ultimately controls/poli tioa.l power . And a key aspect of our problem 

at the political level is Bldxauxi1111or the f ot that the Jam.aican 

economy is the battlefield of that power struggle. And the new 

priorities .r. Bell announced y-eaterday may well intensify that power 
three 

struggle. Power struggles of different kinds dominate the/%wa most 

sensitive and explosive reason the internation 1 scene . In Iran the 
V)S 

American hostages are now in their 95th day of captivity and indicatio 

e.re that the United States is moving cautiously toward accepting a 

U.N.-sponsored international enquiry on the crimes said to have been 
on America' s 

committed by the former Shah and/•1 :tsa own role in Iran during the 

long and often bloody reign of that tyrant. If agreement is reached 

on this, and provided the Ayatullah Khomeini says so, the hostages 

may be released. I think it was after the Ayatullah denounced both 

the Soviet Union and the United States with a fine and equal imparti al" 

i ty that the Americ8l'ls decided this old m8l'l could not be manipulated 

in the cold war and that this wasl- the only way to gain the release 

of the hostages. The Soviets are digging in in Afghanistan and the 

Americans are doing the:tr beat to build up in P. ki tan. And in 
is 

Rhodesia there/•••• nxlla a bitterly desperate and violent drive to 

try and stop Robert [ugabe winning the elections which are now just 

three weeks away . The ganging-up takes all aha.pea and forms. Ian 
white 

Smith and his/followers see oshua Nkomo as the lesser evil. Britain'6 
Lord Soames is doing everything to tilt things in favour of Muzorewa. 

The catch is that Mugabe ha the numbers. His people, the Shona, 

mPke up 80% of the people of Rhodesia; and they are behind him. 
Goodnight. 
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7 / Manley on I.M.F., New Elections, 
✓ A Path for the Future 

NEWS COMMEN T Y _ 
For broadcast on Mondal 
February 4, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

G,ood evening: New aational elections by October o,f this year; 

no agreement with the I.M.F. negotiating team on the terms for a 

waiver; end the need for th• nation to settle on the path along 

which it wants to proceed and the economic strategy it wants to 

persue for the future: these were the highpoints of the Prime 

Minister's sta tement to the nation last night. And of course the 

very first thing that this means is that between now and October -

the next nine months or so - are going to be intensely poli tioal 
level 

electioneering months. And when you consider the already high/lual 
campaign 

and almost endleas/lual of partisan politics and electioneering to 

which the society has been subjected since 1976, there is natural 

concern that very little else beside politicking will go on between 

now and October. And that nannot be good for any country facing the 

kind of probl ems and hardships we do. hJlx:t:t Nine months of highpi tel 

campaigning is, in any case, far too long for any battered eoonomy. 

Apart from the United States, no other rich Western country, KIDl 

does, or can afford to run that kind of long campaign. Waxall So it 

is ~.1p to the J ame.ican electorate to see to it that the political 

parties - all of them - do not campaign in such a way as to run the 

country any further into the ground. Indeed, it does not suit either 
become 

of our major parties to/iluu:tt the government of e country which 

they themself have pushed deeper into division and grief than is 

necessary. The need to _#,nsure a proper electoral system makes it 
~~ ~ . 

es~ential to hold off until October. Ml'-d Jhe breakdown of the talks 
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between the government and the I.M. F. following on the recent 

strident d_eclarations of no-confidence in the government by the 

private sector are obviously key factors in the decision to announce 

the election this early. The decision not to accept the I.M.F. 

demand for a $150-million (not 300-million) cu tbaok on the •-•• 

Recurrent side of the Budget at once meant that there would be no 

I.M.F. loan drawdown for some time. This in turn meant that the 

foreign eschange for raw material and debt payments for which the 

private sector bas been clamouring will not be immediately forth­

coming. And thee sentially political question which emerged/ from 

these two f a·otora was: How do we get out of this bind? And who decide, 

on and determines the strategy for getting us out of the trouble? 

Does the I.M.F. make the decision? Does the private sector make the 

decision? Does the J.L.P. make the decision? Or does the P.N.P. 

make the decision? So the coming election will be an invitation 

to the Jamaican electorate to settle these questions. But if the 

Jamai~an .eleo.t prate i~ o settle these questions sensibly and wisely 

l~ 1M. 1t. 4\~ k% ~ ~~ 
then all the various gr ps who want to determine our economic and 

social priorities for us must be called on to tell us just how Blld 

by what s••ps each sees us getting out o.f our troubles. Only the IMF 

I think, does not have to do that, becauwe it is not a Jamaican 

institution. If the Jamaican private sector wants to decide the 
economic 

Jamaican/ and political future and to set out the path along which 

its wants us to proceed then, like our major political parties, it too 

must present i ta case to the Jamaican electorate. For whatever the 

path which is chosen for the future, it is the ordinary JemaicBll 
who are 

people, the Jamaican electorate,/lllail!llx.i»Xgoing to have to walk that 

path• Theirs ia the biggest stake and therefore the biggest r•ak. 
Sp they must question the options closely and carefully. Goodnight. 
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1) No New Price Increases 'For some time' 
2) On Monitoring Prices & Supplies 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
February l, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: One significant o~ission from moat of the news 

reports on Mr. William Isaacs• statement of last night postponing 

new increases on basic food items, was the phrase 'for some time•. 

These price increases were supposed to be announced by the Minister 

this week. Instead, the Minister has put off these price increases 

'for some time'. And 'for some time' is obviously not the same as, 

say, for a week or ten days. It is deliberately vague and elastic 

and could strejch into weeks or months. And I suspect it is deliber­

ately so in order to give no comfort to the economic vultures and 
oid'of-

to those who would make a profit LGMI shortages and scaroi ty. So, 

where they have perishable goods which were being held back in hopes 

of making a 'killing', they are going to have to bring out those 

goods or risk losing heavily on them. So one of the consequences 

we can expect is the re-appearance of those items which suddenly 
~ vanish from *he shelves when Mr. Isaacs made his original statement 

about the coming increases. 5; 'This should be a welcome little ease 

on two counts for the hard-pressed Jamaican consumer: the prices 

on basic foods will not go up for now, and what was hidden will be 

brought out back into the light of day. And investigators of the 

}1rices Conmullission, we are told, will be out in 'hoards' to see that 

goods are out on the shelves and sold at the proper controlled prices. 

The trouble here is that those so-called 'hoards' are very few in 

1ti 
number, and some among them are not all that concerned with (interests 
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of the communities they are supposed to serve. It seems to me that 

the communities themselves are going to have to help in the monitor­

ing of prices and the flow of available basic food supplies. The 

real question is how to get this monitoring startedo Bawling about 
overcharging 

shorte.ges and/ktgkxp:tm and hoarding is all very well: doing 

something about the problem is what will finally bring it under 

control. One idea is for that very organised and disciplined and 

effective Committee of Women for Progress to concentrate i~\ittention· 

for a specified period on the working out of ways in which they and 

others of like mind can help in setting up oommuni ty monitoring . 

units to oversee prices and supplieso The basic structures are there 
, 

already. In rural communities the ipi~ul~ral society branch or 

the local Jamal or the church group could be the centres out of 

which such monitoring units operate. In our urban areas there are 

even more organisations in place. So there would be no real problem 

with structures. The real problem is to work out the details of 

how these structures could be used to monitor prices and supplies 

and to have some central point to which they could turn for guidance 

and help. The Committee of Women for Progress have shown us what 

they are capable of in their campaigns for paid maternity leave and 

for a national school uniform at a sensible price. I think they 
'f woul.d sere the society well if they were to bring their drive and 

energy and dedication to bear on the business of helping the society 

to help itself -to monitor the flow and prices of . scarce basic food 

and other items~ For it is only when this society get$ down to the 
' working out of its 

herd business of helping itself and/am:btg its way/:t:a:xsauwaxi:Ji 

troubles, that we will overcome. And for that we are going to have 

••»~•xau1tix•xw1u1i• to replace _ ~U._ the hota.,,chat and h~3• ~· promi~es 
with just dealings as between ~ -~- - :mm and '( fair sharinS'?.of what ~ 
there is. Goodnight 
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l) Petrol: ~uch Ado About Nothing 
2) CBpj):mggww:tlllhOur Shortages 
3) On Facing the Facts 

NEWS COMl\1ENTARY 
For bro Ei.doa.st on W~d..~esday 
J anuary 30, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: At the start of -~his week we wero told that the govern­

ment was about to bririg in measures to limi•t and more strictly control 

tile sale of petrol to ruotorista a:nd othe petroleum users. Some sectioni 

of the news media s aid that -~hese measures were to come into force on 

the lat of noxt morJth, which is day after tomorr ow. And, BBturally, 

:rr;oto:rists rmd service station operators were concerned and, in some 

ca8e'3, upset by some of the problems and bottlenecks tl.i.ey saw 
announced 

implicit in some of ti1e/~!llJ!lll'3:.1:ll measureao And so there was something 

of a hue al1<1 cry and even a reported run on some service stations in 

s ·t. Catherine. In 0ther woJ'."ds• a c0nmruni ty alread;,· disturbed and 
·the fore east 

worried and harassed by s.t.ortage s B.nd ,Alll\GEunw;:1mj; o:t' s hortag9s still 

to come was f "urther agitated - v.nneces sarily this time, as it now 
l'hi s morning 

turns out./ :t.l'!~:t:xx.tgll~ this station carried a story :from the liinistry 
no new regulations concerning 

of Mining i.o 13ay thr ... t/M~:fxtkrv.:xrm:iDll!B.11.nix.nu1a.1ml!!1u1 the supplj~ Blld 

sale l)f 1>e t-:rol would come in to force u!ltil the Cabinet has taken a 
r 

deei s io:o on the 118tter. So all -those headlir1e~, all those news storil 

all that disturbe.nco and agi tatiou wus, f'or -the present at least, much 

ado about nothing. It seems to me that public figures, and particular• 

ly Ministers of Government, snould stop snd think before they ohato 

Let us have an end to these disturbing B11d unsettling announcements 

UIJ til they have been properly thought through and have been approved. 

No doubt some of t hese measures will come up in the not too distant 

future; but we must hope that by then they will have been much more 

care:ffu.lly thought through and worked out• What we must e,ll -understand 
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ls that going off at he.lf cock and shooting from the lip could turn 

out to be tmat the wars• way of trying to cope with out shortages. 

And talking about coping with our ehortege•, the idee, of special 

police protection 'for supermarkets is a weloJDJ!e one. Such a force 
and highly aggreS3iVe 

will keep dowr1 the ofterJ well organised/higgler raids oll' supermarkets 

wnere goo■ in short supply he.ve just come ino And if you have not 
me 

seen Erny of these raids the,v ere, believej something to bel1old. 

But this is of course only one part of the problem. The other pe.rt of 

the problem is to ensure that the goods which e.re in short supply and 

which are under price control a.re me.de available as widely and fairly 

i=:1.s poaai ble to the Jamaican consu.mer. And as long as the higglers and 

t.be profi teera can get their hands on these things e.r1d aell them 

freely and legally on the roadsides the 'ma.rryings' and the over­

charging end the ri-p-offs will continue. I remembe1· some time back 

there ws.s talk cf amending the law so that all goods which are under 

price control could only be sold legally by somebody who was licenced 

to do so. If anybody who was not so licenoed offered such price 

controlled goods for sale the _police couli' seize che goods and arrest 

the person .• What has heppe:ned to this very good idea? I am sure that 

if t.he law is ar.nonded in this way more besic food will ·be available a1 

controlled priceu. And finally end briefly, some people seem to be 
ov-er my 

ar1gry with me/ai:!!Ddixtta commentary of last week Monday dealing with 

our foreign exchange problemo And yet all I did was ·to lay out the 
of Jamaica 

figures that a.r'3 to be found in the Ecobomio und ~,oci a l Survey/for 

1978 and the remarks made in tl1e Survey , about t:ne performance of the 
\ . 

rna1:iufa ctu.ring sector. It is the figures, not i, tha-t show the negative 
\ 

grew*h of that sector. And j_ t is the figures which are obtainable fron 

the Trade Administrators Dept. which shows Govt. Providin; $1, 500-m 
in foreign exchange on which the sector earned back $426-m over 7 
years. So get angry and fight with the figures, ·please, not me. I 
only made them public. Goodnighto 
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The Economics of Survival: 
Shortages, Profit Margins & the Mixed Economy 

NEWS COMliEN TARY 
For broadcas~ on Monday 
J'anuary 28, 1980, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: The weekend report out of Ocho'/,/, Rios that the 

Gover11mer1t is to br·ing in measures to restrict ti1e same of pe7-rol 

to rio t more than $20 worth a time providal the buyer has less than 

a half-ful trtI1k, -',.;o bring in -the odd,s-even system which was started 

in California aoniething over a year ago, &rHl to further limi ·" opening 

and closing hours of' service &ta tions ,, brings irJto sharp foc:ua 

a numbe1· of issues that e.re bound to bP.come more uiffioul t and trying 

as our crisis of shor-'tPges d~epens. lmd or,c of t he n10st difficult 

of the issues we in·e going to heve to face is how to eda.pt and. change 
produce and 

arid re-order structures whieh were set up in the first place to/ handJ 

Bnd di:::3tribute and ser·ket what was in abuxhlBnee anu what was 

compare,tively cheap. When the large nu1i'ter of :petroleum service 

statio21s came into being and were:, dotted all over the Jrunaicru1 land­

scape, the cos t of petroleum a,nd petroleuni products was dirt chea,p 

and there was a,s m1; ch of it av8i la,ble as you could burn without 

giving it a thought • .Ancl ir1 order to ensure that you consumed and 

burned all the fuel you possibly could, motorcars and their parte 

were all comparatively equally cheap. And those who prlbvided the 

service ,, the service station operators and gasolene Tf) tailers, were 

on to a go Od{~ t was almost impossib~e not to mF->ke a very good incC'mE 
"( 

froru the running of a ser iQe stationo Alld so vve had more service 

stations than were absolutely esse11tial, or, to put it in its proper 

economic context, we had as many service stations as the consumers 
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could be. ooaxed or persuaded or conned into suppD~tmgg in the 

interest~ of 'the freemarket system' and capitalist free enterprise. 

And the free market sys:lem and capitalist free enterprise are both 

ba.sed on the abundRn t ava.ilabili ty of ches.p consumer goods and . 

services e.nd on the hard competitive drive of those who sell these · 

goods and services for the highest possible profit. 1'he dltiving 

motive was profit and the only limit ws.s what the rRCKet' could stand, 

wha.t the consumer could be persuaded to pay and still feel good. 

ThiB was so, not only for our gas stations and those who sold the 

cars which compe.nies and individuals routinely changed once or twice 

a year and which they charged to expenses for tax purposes, this was 

so in almo~t every walk of lifeo Our light and power company urged 

ua to conswne as much euergy RS possible, and our importers helped 
BO 

us to do/by bringil'ig in all the electrical gadgets you could imagine -

from the essential to the frivolous like the electrical egg timer and 

the electrical toothbru.sho Right up to the early seventies, 
Md daylight 

drive was to consume. w~ shut out fresh air/and built homes 

the whole 
~ 

and offi, 
an1 plazas and supermarkets 

blocks/which e11eured the massive use of appliances and the massive 

use of energy to drive those appliances - all as pa.rt of the consumer• 

ist free mGxket drive for profits. Antl these structures and the driv­

ing motlves which set them up are still j_n placeo And 1 t is these 
cheap 

seme structures which were created to ' market/abUBna:nce and to gain 

maximum profit from it, which we are now calfing on to conserve and 

to ration and to holu back and to take smaller profi ta for the publiv 

good. The question is: Can these institutions, can these structure~ 
as they n.ow are, 
Xllrllx1:rllllixill•m:•:rkwing switch to the effvient end economic handling 

for the public good 
of scarcities and shortages/without themselves undergoing profound 

shakeups and s -tru.ctura.l changes? It seems that neither gh.e governJB2fft 
nor the private sector have so far faced up to this question. Goodnig~t 
And they are going to have to face it sooner rather than late~o 
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The Economics of Survival: 
Community Monitoring of Price Movements 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro adcast on Friday 
J anuary 25, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: Mr. William Isaacs, the Minister of Industry end 

Commerce, is expected to announce a new round of price increase¥ in 

the coming week. Most J amaicans have been expecting something like 

this following on the last OPEC oil price rise. When oil goes up, 

the cost of energy goes up; end when energy goes up the cost\ of 
that 

driving the m chines that make things and/in process food and that 
' transport food and other goods all go up. And so the price has ~o go 
\~ 

up. It is a painful business !or the consumer, but it is unavoi~~,ie 
,, ,l \ 

in today's world. What we can do about it, as consumers, is to~ 

and ensure that these price increases are as reasonable and as fa~r \ 
\ t ,, 

~ as possible. In the past when price increases ha d been necessf\ry;, 
' \ 

the whole burden of the price increase had generally been p•ssed o!\ 
1, 

to t he consumer, often with an increased margin fpr distributors apd 
\ 

reatilers. Mr. Isaacs is reported as 
coming 

saying that the whole burden ~o! 
I 

\ ., 
any/increase would not be placed on the consumer alone: each secto~ \ 

involved in the handling of the items concerned would be called on 

to bear a fa.ir share of the burden. Now, where items are· under ,price 
\ 

\ control it is comparatively easy to make sure that everybody, f~9m 
\ 

manufacturer down to consumer, bear their fair share of e.ny incre~sed 
\ 

cost. But where things are not under price control it is not so ea~y. 

And it is a sad and unfortunate f act, but a fact nontheless, that t\ere 

are many among us who will, if they can get away with at, seize on t 

any price increa.se to do a rip-off job. Some time ago the•• was 
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talk of both importers and local :manufacturers and ppocessors 
retail 

putting recommended/pt-• prices on the very large number of items 

which we need for commoni.; daily use and which a.re not under price 

control •. Unfortunately for the hard-pressed Jamaican conaumer this 

excellent idea was never put into practice. And you know, and I know, 

just how wildly ·the price on the same item can fluctuate from one 

store to the other. The same pair of shoes of the same make can vary 

in price from ·between $30 to $50, depending on where you buy it. And 

the same sort ·of thing applies to clothing and household goods. JUst 

last week I neeP'to unblock som.e drains. The same one pound con ta~ner 

of caustic soda, made by the same local m.anufacturer was quoted to me 

at $3. 75 in one place, $2.80 in another, and 82. 50 at a third • . And 
' this is price madness of the kind that feeds an already bad infl&~ion~ 

And it is pretty widesprea.d. The question is: What can we do abouf '~ t? 
\'1 

It seems to me that the first thing is for Mr. William Isaacs• ~ · 

Ministry to bring that idea about labelling out of the mothballs and 

put it into pr~ctioa. Let us know the cost of manufacturing or 

processing an item and give us a recommended price at which it should 

be retailed~ Or, if they are shy about telling us the cost of manufaci 

~uring and processing, at least give us a recommended retail price as 

a guide. Once the consumers are given that they will have a guiding 

tool with which to monitor price movements an_d-f'" so help to contain our 
~ ~(:£AM. M t'M\ ~f~k 

ga.lloping inflation. It i s all very wellL to talk about consumer groups 

and community councillBand community enterprise organisations helping 

to monitor prices. But how can they monitor what they do not know? 

Most of us are not even sure what the latest prices of the controlled 

items are. And all of us do not know what would be a reasonable and 

recommended price to pay on scores of items not under price control 
but which are basic for the business of reasonable living. So, give 
us the tools and we will monitor price movements. Goodnight. 
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1) Arming, instead of Feeding, the Third World 
2) U.S. Presidential Politics 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broedoaet on Wednesday 
J anuary 23, 1880, 6&10.~.m. 

Good evening: The Cold War between the United States and the Soviet 

Union is now at near maximum pitch. In persuit of its policy of 

'punishing' the Soviet Union for its intervention in Afghanistan, 

t he United States has stopped the sale of grain to the Soviet Union, 

has put the Salt Two process into cold . ..: storage, ha.s mounted a 

oemraign to have the next Olnptc Gemes either moved from Moscow 

c·r else postponed, and is about to supply Pakistan with $400-

million worth of military a.id. It is also seeking military bases 

in strategic points near the Persian Gulf and places like Kenya and 
or most of 

Somalia and Egypt and Israel have been mentioned. So we have all/the 
and of presaures 

elements •1 that go ihto the making of the kind of war of nerves/ 

which is a descr:l,bed as a Cold War. Short of actually turning it 
•:·; 

into a 'Hot• shooting war, there is not very much more that the 
further 

United ··states can do to put/pressure on the Russians. And all the 

indications are that the Russians are not about to bow to the pressur 

and withdraw from Afghanistan. And so there is something of a stand­

off. And one of the problems for the Carter Administration right 

now is that it does not want a stand-off. It wants action, it wants 

momentum and it wants movement. In straight political terms - and 

the Presidential election campaign began in earnest this week - Mr. 

Carter must make things happen or must appear to make things happeno 

He must be seen to be the •strong' leader, the man in controle This 

was the image he projected in the early days of the hostage crisis 
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in Iran. His responses were measured and deliberate and the American 

people generally approved of the various moves he made to try and 

get the release of the hostages and to ensure their safety while in 

captivity. But the hostages are still being held, and observers 

were ieginning to speculate on how long it would be before the 

American people became impatient and demanded drastic action to 

free the hostages. Indeed, political opponents who had not dared to 

do so in the early days of the crisis, were beginning to criticise 

the President's handling of the Iranian crisiso And then the events 

of Afghanissan came along. And once again, as they usually do in 

times of crisis, the American people ra1lied around their President. 

And again Mr. Carter made all the measured and masterful moves. 13ut 

it is very difficult to really •punish' someone who is as strong as 

you yourself are. And in raw military terms that is how it is between 

the United States and the Smviet Union. So what is the likely outcome 

of the present stand-off? One thing we can be sure of is an escalatio 

in the arms race. The President has already asked Congress for more 
Onion 

money for arms, and he will get it. And the Soviet/laaJiax• will not 

be slow to match any arms build up in the West with its own armd 

build-up~ Pakistan will pix in all probabli ty get much more than 

that $400-million of military aid because its ruler General Zia has 

dismissed the amount as •peanuts•, not enough for restoring U.S. 

'influence' in Central Asia. And as the Americana arm the Pakistanis 

and the Chin~se, the Soviets will am. their neighbours6 And so, 

instead of giving the '.l'hird World and its hungry peoples the food 

they so desperately need, our two super powel'S will compete in 

offering them arms inateado It is very likely that if Mr. Carter 

can keep up the momentum of this Cold War over the next eight months 0 

so he may be returned to the White House for a second term 
0 

Goodnight 
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Our Foreign Exchange Problems 

NEWS COMMENTARY . 
For broarcast on Monday 
January 21, . 1980, 6 o lOp.m 

Good evening: A number of govetnment 

various parts of the world trying to 

~~JU~ 
missionslare, right now, in 

raise foreign exchangeo And, 

of course, any foreign exchange that these missions do raise will 

have to be paid back at some time or anothero According to the 

Economic and Social Survey of Jamaica, 1978, our Gross National 

Debt at 31st, March 1978 stood at Slo97-m±iirm,ithousand miliion; 

and there is a projection that it would rise to $3e3-thousand ~illio1 

l for 19790 And over 42% of that is for external borrowing, for the 

borrowing of f'Oreign exchange., And the servicirtg of these . external 
' . 

debts right now, cost us something of the order of $240~million a 

year and goes up with every penny w4 borrow from abroad 0 And so 
-~ 

just servicing our foreign debts takes up more than one quarter of 

all the foreign exchange we earn from all our exports and from 

tourism. So why arf::! we going on borrowing all this foreign exchange 1 

and where does it go? We have to import all the oil we use, and you 

know what has been happing to the price of oil 0 We also import all 

the machinery and motor vehicles we use and the prices of these have 

also gone. And we import a certain amount of basic food, and the 

prices of these have also gone up. And then there is the raw materia: 

we have to import for the manufacturing sector. In 1978 we spent 

roughly $200-million on Con sumer Gootis. But in the same year we 

spent roughly $788-million on Haw Materialso And if you talte away 

the roughly $300-million dollars for fuels you are left with somethi1 

of the order of S488-million worth of raw materials for ~he manufa c i 
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uring sector. The year before 1977, the figure for raw materials was $510-million 

of which $223-million was for fuels and the rest, nearly $300-million was for the 

manufacturing sector. Figures for last year, 1979, are not yet available but a 

reasonable guess is that they were more than $300-million worth of foreign exchange. 

And for this year, 1980, spokesmen for manufacturers have said that they must have 

between $300 -million and $500-million worth of foreign exchange in order to bring 

in raw materials or else there would be massive lay-off and shutdowns. And a thing 

many people do not seem to realise is that it is not the manufacturers who have to 

find the foreign exchange. The Government has to find the foreign exchange for the 

manufacturers and the manufacturers then pay the government in local Jamaican dollar. 

So the Government's foreign exchange debt, or ; rather that very big part of it which 

goes into importing raw materials for the local manufacturing sector, is a debt the 

whole nation takes on to support the operations of the private sector. And yet, for 

all our giving the lion's share of our available foreign exchange for raw material 

for the manufacturing sector, that sector has performed dismally. In 1974 it 

showed negative growth of - 3.5%; in 1975 there was a small 2.4% growth; 1976 it 

was minus - 5.1%; in 1977 - 9.6%; and in 1978 - 4.8%. The brutal fact is that since 

1972 the Government of Jamaica has provided the Manufacturing Sector with a total 

of $1,500-million worth of foreign exchange for raw materials and all that, that 

sector has earned back for Jamaica over those 7 years was $426-million. 

So while we mortaged the future of generations of Jamaicans to find the foreign 

exchange to provide the raw material, the manufacturing sector has shown declining 

production. The economic Survey say, arrl I quote "This decline of 4.8% (for 1978) 

follows years of stagnation, beginning in 1973, and suggests that there has been 

little change in the structure of this sector which is heavily dependent on 

imported inputs while its earnings of foreign exchange have not been commensurate 

with its use of these scarce resources." This is at the heart of our foreign 

exchange problem. And we've got to face it. GOODNIGHT. 
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NEWS COM.MEN' TARY 

1) J PS trike : Wha t Now? 
2) Wha t's behind t he La test Flour Shorta ge~ 

Baker' s olitica or N tiona l ol i tics? 

For brpadoaat on Fr iday 
December 18, 1980 9 6.lOp.m 

Good evening : •A na tion hel d to ransom' is how most of us de scribed 

t hat strike of J maica Public Service Company supervisors which 
and, indeed, domestic and social 

brought much of the economic/life of t nis nation to a standstill 

betwe en Mon day and Wednesday evening of t his week o If tha t descriptiol 

is cor rect., an d I t hink it is, t hen t he settlement arrived at can 

f airly be described a s t he :paying of t he ransom in or der t 0 get our 

light nd power r estored . Well, we have pai d t he r ansom; we have 

ei pressed our sho ck and ou;c· outrage an d our anger; light and power 
<;J.~ ~ ~l~ V\QJA~ ~f(g_ J, f, S:Co · 

are back . [ So wha t next? Is t ha t t he en d of it? Do we now behave 

e a t hough every thing is settled? Will the promises, made in the heat 

of our anger,that the law must take its course be quietly forgotten? 

We hav e be en t his way beforeo Will we go this way again? Appearing 

on television le.st night, the gentleman who called t his strike did 

not seem at ·all r eally disturbed or upset by the terrible harm that 

ha d been done. In deed, I for one got t he impression of someone 

unrepentently prepared to repeat t he same crippling action if, in 

hi s sole judgement, t here was need for it. And will these supervisors 

really refuse to obey an instruction from their employers to pass on 

t heir s kills to others. Normally, if an employer gives an instruction 

which is not outrageous and a wor ker refuses to obey, that -worker 

puts his job in jeopardyo So t he question is: Which is more outrageous 

lor this na tion to be permanently at the mercy of a handful of workers 

who have no compunction about plunging it into darkness? Or for the 
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nation to ensure its future light nd power by training others on 

whom it can f all back in the event of another attempt at holding 
thro~gh its elected govt. 

the na tion to ransomi Thie nation, like every na tion, has /loth the 
and usua.lly unorganised 

righ t and the responsibility to protect its large/matmxx:Q: majority 

from being abused and exploited by powerful well-organi sed minorities 

who are pre pare d to abuse the na tion al interest to ga.in their own ends 

So let there be a beginning on firm action to protect the national 

interesto, Chat and tokenism are not enough. Next, en d still on the 

na tion a l interest but concerning our daily bread t his time, what are 

we to make of the informa tion tha t by this time tomorrow more than 

half the norma l JU[••• flour needs of our baking industry for this 

month will have been met? I am told t hat we normally do reasonably 
" 

adequa tely with roughly 100,000 bags of baking flour a month. There-

fore, if half way throu~ t he month our bakeries have received roughly 

half that amount of flour, then we should not be anywhere near as 

bA,dly off for bread as we now seem to beo So what is going on? Is 

some flour being held back? Are we once again in the business of 

sectiona l interests being put above the national interest? My 

information is that the pipeline ha d become completely dry over the 
this month, 

Christma s period. But since the first week of/~Etnu J anuary 4 to 

be precise the Flour Mill has been making regular deliveries: nearly 

14,000 bags on J anuary 4, ne erly 22,000 bags on the 11th; and for 

today there will be a total of 15½,000 begs, 10,000 of which will 

come through J arnaice Nutrition Holdings. So while there should be 

some shorta,ge here and there, t here ie no excuse and no justfication 

for such reporte tily vast numbers of people being completely withouto 

Are we into be.ker' s politics, which is bad enough? Or, worse still, 
and the shortage 

is flour/aawx••ia«xllti of flour now being used as pert of our 
national political power game? Goodnight. 
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The tetest JPSOo. Strike: 
, N tion at R:!l n sorn 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
J anuary 16, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: And 1 hope the industrial madness which has resulted 

in thi s nation being plunged into a day and a night end a lay of 

almost total no electricity has now been resolved, and that the 

processes of restoring ligh·t and power e.re now under way. But 
yet 

whether this thing is or is not/resolved, there are some hard issues 

and some hard questions that we all h&ve t o face. Wlten a nation of 

over two million people can be held up to ransom in this almost 

casual and off-hand way by a trade union bargaining unit of roughly 

~wo hQ.ndred and fifty people in what has been designated an essential 

service, then we must ask: where are we going? Pnd what are we about? 

Who is responsible? \'ho is accountable'? To whom should the Jemaican 

people turn for protection from this kind of outrage? (. /hen poor 

people's food - aud God knows the cost of food is unbearably high 

for most - is allowed to spoil, who is unswerable? Most businesses 

can cla im some dOl't of insurance for damage a.nc:1 l o~s . 1 ile hard-pressed 

J maican housewife and the army of low-pnid workers cannot. Who looks 

after their interests'? Who pro tee ts their in ·terests ? Go where were 

the elect of the people, what were they doing about protecting the 

interosts of the people between yesterday morning when light and 

power first went off, nd last night when most of the nation was in 

darkness. Leave the industrial dispute aspect of it aside for the 

moment. Why was not some sort of contingency plan to look after the 
t he wider 

interests o:f/JSRllllJ(Jltti~ community put in place so tha.t the innocent 

majority were not made the principal sufferers? This, after all, is 

supposed to be an e sential serv1.ce which is regulated by law. And 
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the only thing worse than having no laws to regulate and ensure 

civilis ed behaviour in public matters is to he,ve such laws and to 

allow them to be flouted with impunity. 11hat is the road to the 

breakdown and t -e ultimate collapse of the whole concept of the rule 

of law. And when the rule of law collapses the rule of the jur1gle, 

the rule of 'Jlluacle', the rule of'might ili right• takea3 over. I think 

t hat by not t aking ea.rlie:6 action to protect this eouoept of the 

rule of law and, thus, the interests of the wider J amaican oommuni ty, 

the government is 1-tself contributing to the brakdown of stebili ty 
of the likelihood 

in the societj. When the political Left warns/of what happened in 

Bhile happening here, one wonders to what extent the vacillation of 

this government in the exercise of the powei• and r espon~i bili ty 

entrusted to it ia seen as a factor. Poli tioa-1 vacuums, real or 

apparent, have a ,iway of invitir1g political ad~ellturism: power 

seekers of a½l kinds and un der all systems will alway~ 'try a thing' 

if t hey t hink they car1 get a way with it. Which i a why governaanta 

which act with firmness a.re u.sua.lly more stable. And there is no 

incompa tabili ty eeneen dem.ocracy and firm gove.rnmen t based on the 

rule of law. I think the governmen -t was wrong in no ·t stepping in 

swiftly to look after t he interests of t he over two million people 
and left with los s and darkne s s 

who were held•• to ransom/by t he roughly 250 supervisory workers of 

-the .Public Service company. Whatever t he rights or t he wrongs of any 

dispute in any of our Essehi:ial Servi ces the governmen t ha§ a duty 

and a responsibility to protect t he interests of t h e wi der Jamaican 

community. If it does not do tha t then it i s f ailing in that duty 

an d ill tha t responai,bi li ty. his is a basio principle on which 

t his govermnen t a s well as successive earlier governments have often 

failed the J amaican people. So le t us have firmness in protecting 

t he interests of t he rr.ajori ty and the rule of law. Goodnight. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



The Weekend: 
l) PNP, the Private Sector, the Economy 
2) Afghanistan: The Plot 'l:hickens 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
.For broadcast on Monday 
January 14, 1980, 6.lOpom 

Good evening: It he.s age.in been a very turbulent political weekend, 

both at home and abroado And, as is usual when there is high political 

tu.r bulence, some of the more basic issues tend to get overshadowed by 

the political fireworks. For instance I em very anxious to know 

whe.t that Special PNP Delegate Conference decided a,bout the shocking 

e,nd untenable ei tua tion in which 71c out of every tax dollar now 

goes on paying wages and salaries and othRr perks for our public 

servantso The brute fact is that this situation has to be faved and 

grappled wi th if we are to make any headwa.y ·in coping with our harsh 

economic problemso One way or e..nother the r~.tio ho.s to be changed: 

that 71% ot tax revenue going in wages has to be scaled down. And 

there are two a.lternative ways of scaling it down : One,yofl increase 

the productivo performance of the public servant to the point where 

produotion or the value of goods and services provided changes the 

ratio; or, two, you change the ratio by cutting down the number of 
dramatically 

public servantso In other words, we either/increase productivity at 

every level of the J>u'blic service or else we lay-off,o It has to be 

one or the othero To think we can get byJ without doing one or the 

other ia to fool ourselves nnd to court diaastero But somehow this 

impQrtant isoue ho.s been overshadowed, in t he headlines a.t least, by 

the politically more drRm~tie response to the private sector's equally 

politicnlly dre~atic calls for a 'government of national unity'ofthe 

best brainsf and for the government to call 'free elections' before 
the end of June this year - or else. And I suspect it is that 'or els 
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the type of 
that is most likely to provoke/outrage and anger which. out right 

across partisan politics. Any group within this society is free to 

call for elections at any time. That is pa.rt of the business of free­

doml of expression which is one of the fundamental rights enshrined 

in the J amaican Constitution. What no group in the sooiety:-no 

political party, no trade union, no civic or business associatmnn -

has, is the right to bypass, or attempt to bypass, the Constitutional 

and democratic processes of this society, The Constitution lays 

down the processes and the timing for the calling of elections; , the 

Constitution sets a time limit beyond which no government can continue 

1 in office without violating that Constitutiono And these are not 

are not conditions which apply to some of us and not to others. The 

Cons ti tu tiq_~ __ ]Ilakes no provision for special rights and special powers 
S..-0 

for specisl people or higher brains. I sincerely hope that the hot-

heads in the private sector - and t here eeemA 1to -be proportionately ai 
as are 9~~ ~ 

many/therexaa/in the political parties - will think out earefully 

the implioatione for themselves e."'ld their own logx.taQxfuture of 
. , 

any action which is seen by the majority of the Jemaican people as 

being counter to the Jamaican national interest and coimter to the 

high principles of the Jamaican Constitution. If they do not they may 

end up doing grievous harm to their own interests as a sector. And 

on the international scene the crisis in Iran and the Soviet inter­

venti.on in .Akhanaatan, and the way in which the Non-Aligned Movement 

has respon\d to t~ese two very complex and delicate power political 

issues, was an interesting pointer to a future not controlled or 

manipul0ted by Cold Warring super-powers. If you atxll want to know 

the real meaning of Non-alignment then follow closely the way in 
which the overwhelming majQrity of Third World countries t eal with. f 

. • '14:6..c..,1 · ~ 0 

these two issues, and refuse to be manipulated by either ~de 0 

Goodnight 
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The Economics of Survival: 
The Politic• of Panic 

NEW'S OOMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
January ll, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The economic hard times are starting to bite bitterly 

in many cases, though even now there are some who are doing very 

nicely, thank you. And in spite of the threat of more harliships 
more 

ahead; of more shortages, and of/unemployment, some among us are 

still playing the political power game to the hilt. There is a 

power ge.me going on in the labour movement, vii th the si tu.ation at 

the railway being a. classic example of people on a sinking ship 

b ttling it out to decide who will be the top dog as the ship goes 

down. And if the union leaders do not come to their sense', about the 

Impact Programme, they may very well ensure the scrapping of that 

programme which will only further swell the ranks of the unemployed. 

It seems that we have forgo t ten that the Impact Programme was started 
help 

in the first place as essentially a social programme to/ease unemploy-

ment. If we are now ins ti tu tionalieing 1 t as a unionised and largely 

unproductive branch o.f the civil service then we are really inviting 

disaster. How can it benefit either the impect workers or the trade 
Y\\ c,.r~eM.\ 

union f to have this programme shut down bee use the government cannot 

:::i- - -.:i 7 l.,._ i meet their ,uemaau.s. A few yea.rs ba,ck we near..-ki .w:d the build ng 

industry because of outrageous union demands and equally outrageous 
arbitration 

/ b~x awards. Hove we really learnt nothing from this? Are we 

learning .nothing from the lay-offs and the threats of lly-offs that 

are all about us? .And then there is the politics of panic which is 

now being played to the hilt by some employer groups. When somebody 

tells you that even if we could order raw material tomorrow it i s 

still too late, what are they really saying? What are they aay· n 
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what are they trying to achieve when they pose our very hard foreign 

exchange problems in terms of 'Should people eat, or should we pay , 
are the manufacturers m~ 

oUlb foreign debts'? If it really is too late, then what/ta all the 

fuss about? And you know, and I know, that if you have the land and 

if you have the will to work the land, then people can and will eat 

and we can still pay our foreign debts. So these extreme options 
extreme 

are false, really. And I think those who pose them in these/terms 

know they are false. The thing about panic, the thing about the 

politics of panic, is that it frighte■s people into being irrational 

and behaving iraationally. When people are frightened they stop 

thinking calmly. And when the fear is stepped up to the point of 

panic people -can become totall)y unreasonable. And people who are 
influenced 

frightened into a state of unreasonableness are much mure easily/ and 

manipulated and used and' steered' in the direction the manipulators 

want them to go. The story of mankind is riddled with the use of the 

politics of panic to foment race hatred. The Jews in Hitler6s Germany 

is one expaple; colour prejudice is another; the fear of ideas -

whether capitalist or communist, or Christian or Muslim - is another. 

And people like Hitler and Mussolini were past masters at it. But 

they were not the only ones and tney were part of a long history of 

men who used the politics of panic to manipulate power. The opposite 

to this was the great American President Franklin Roosevelt who in 

America's darkest days of the Great Depression when .American self­

confidence was at its lowest ebb told his people · •we have nothing to 

fear except fear itself'. Fear, blind, unreasoning fear can be a 

terribl e weapon with which to undermine the self-confidence of a 

people so that they come to believe that everything is hopeless and 

the only way is to put their power into the impd~ial hands of super­
ior brains.The fact is the people can overcome their problems without 
giving up their power.But they are going to have drive~their ~leadere. 

· ri__ _ _,, __ • -~St.-lve.s -i '-~~ 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 

The Economics of Survival: 
A Nation of Higglers & 

Screwdriver Operators 

For broadcast on Wednesday 
J anuary 9, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: 11he question is z Cen a Third World country which 

functions esswntially as a nation of higglers and screwdriver 

oper tors, survive in today's harsh economic climate? If you look 

at what goes on in Jamaica today it is very hard to escape the strong 

im-pression that there are many people who still feel that we can get 

by on that basis. Consider some of the facts. The price of petrol 

goes up end the men in the middle demand an improvement in their 

margin. Shocking cooking gas increases are sneaked on us without 

explanation or justification and our almost automatic reaction 

baaed on pest exper•inoe of being taken by the middlemen is to look 

for the hidden rip-off. We accept as a fact of life the reality of 

the higgler menteli ty translated into apparently high-cle.ss and 

sophistmcated business practice. Let me try and dramatise our problem 
~ 

with lI saw yesterday and which I am sure people living in our main 

towns see every day, in one form or another. It was outside a super­

market and a man was sitting near the door with a 11 ttle box turned 

into a table in front ot him. On the box he had four packs ot 20s 

of a well known brand of cigarettes, and he was selling the cigarettes 

one-one at ten cents each. He was a big a.nd strapping and strong man; 

the kind who in other circumstances would be a robust productive 

worker. And he knew and ad.mi tted that he was ripping-off the public. 

But his justification was that he himself was the victim of massive 

rip-offs in food, clothing, shll ter, tu.el, everything. Everybody, 

or almost everybody, invests a dollar buying something and sells it 

for 82 or more, depending on what the racket can take• The big shops 
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and t he little shops do it just as much as the higglere on the 
rare and 

sidewalks do it. And with/honoprable exveption\ our merchants and 

manufacturers do it too, You may recall Mr, Shearer recentlyf alk­

ing about the staggering price differential on the same item sold 

in New York or Toronto compared with the price for it here. And it 
usually 

is not/those who produce the item, if it is produced or put together 

locally, who get the biggest share of the infla ted price. It is 

usually t he middle man or woman, the higgler big or small. And so it 

ends up being more profitable to be a higgler than it is to be a 

producer. You do not sweat to produce; you take little or no risks; 

and when somebody else has done the producing and the taking of the 

risk, 3"ou come in as the mi ddle man and cream off the best. And you 

flourish best in conditions of shortages and wcarcity. The screw­

drivering aspect i s a variation on the higgler mentality, more 

sophisticated end more high-toned but of the same basic origins. The 
are ;justified 

'factories' whioh/Jmnlia by the fact that they provide jobs are 

usually net consumers of foreign eaohange and end up helping to get 

us deeper and deeper into the foreign debt trap beca.use they are 

based on imported raw material. And when other people see this higgle: 

mentality a.t work, and see how wonderfully it enriches and rewards 

tho.se who live by it, they say why not me. And the whole rotten thing 

becomes catching. So while production declines workers• unions demand 

more pay and perks. After 'all other people in other walks of life are 

getting more for doing or producing less, so why not the workers? Why 

shouldn't the Impect Programme workers demand the same rate increase 

as civil servants? Who worries about whether they work or not if 

highly placed and highly paid people can spend half the day leaning 

on bars instead of shovels? The question is: Can J amaica survive as a 

nation of higglers and screwdiver oper~tors? The answer is up to 
J amaicans really, but first they must race the question. Goodnight. 
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The Weekend: 
l)Afgha,nistan; 2) Iran & Mr. C rter 
2) The R~tirn of Indira Gandhi 
3) Testing Time for J amaican Democracy 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
January 7, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The weekend news has been rich, varied and, at times, 

disturbing - bot~ at home a.nd abroad. The two spper-powers, the United 

States and the Soviet Union, are now firmly locked into the new phase 

of t heir deadly chess game of power with the nations of central Asia 

and the Middle East as t e l a test pawns. And again, as so often in the 

past, their power game is accompanied by a terrible flow of arms to 

the pawns. And there never is any gaarantee that the arms will be 

used only as the gree t g:txua suppliers intended them to be. Remember 

that Vietnam today is one of the best armed countries in the world 

precisely because the United States supplied mountains of arms to those 

opposed to the people now in power in Vietnam. So we can fairly say 

that the preeamt Vietnamese army is as strong and well-armed as it is 

thanks to the arm.a supplied by the United States. This was of course 

not the intention, but this is how it worked out. Similarly, those 

sub-machine ~-toting students holding those hostages in Iran are 
(as is the whole oouhtry) 

armed to the teeth/pre~isely because the United States supplied all 

those mountains of arms to the former Shah. The Soviets, too, have 

had t heir share of this kind of experience in places like Egypt and 

Somalia an-d. elsewhere. The arms they supplied at times · ended up being 

used against the causes and interes•s they favoured end at times again ~ 

their own people. President Carter's reported decision to supply arms 

to Pe,kistan as one of his re prisals against the Soviets for their 
intervention 
aastn in Afrghaniatan may end up being as counter-productive of long- . 
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term .American self-interest ••• as was the arming of South Vietnam 

and of t he former Shah of Iran. And the P kistan dictator's hold on 

power is nowhere near as firm as was the Shah's at one time. Certainly , 

with Mrs. Indira Gandhi bevk in power in India the P kistan dictatorsh: 

may have its hands full just surviving against popular pressures for 

a return to democratic government. And what a relilDm Mrs. Gandhi ha s 

achieved! Do yo~ remember ell those political obituaries carried by 
-

the Western press a little over two years ago? The fall of a dictator ; 

de ooracy saved; end of the worst corruption in India's political 

history ••• and so on and so on? If it were up to the United St a.tea 

and Britain and their European allies, Mrs. Gandhi would he.vf o hope 

of ever returning or being allowed to return to power; she would have 

no -hope if it were up to the Western news services, or the the multi­

national investors, or even up to India~ own business lea.ders. All 

these had, for reasons of their own, written her off as the nearest 

thing to t he sister of the devil. But democracy, multi-party parliamen1 

ary democracy is above everything else government by the freely express 

ed ... choice of a majority of the people of a country. The Indian 

people, not the special interest groups or the foreign powers or the 
~ J11d1~'i.: 

media, rejected Mrs. Ganahi in 1977 and[ returned her to power again 

yesterday. The lesson in this for us and for the entire Third World is 

that the pe6ple must never allow themselves to be conned or persuaded 
~ J.01.ce 

or frightened into giving up this power l to anybody else. Always, the 

power to choose or to reject those who form the government must remain 

in the hands of the people. So whenever you hear talk about coalitions 

or about en!I'uating the solving of our problems to higher brains or 
a,,J__ ~ ~01"-

im par ti al hands, ch~ck 9ut whether you have L"' will have any control 
~ h,~'l.-:.& lM«-r>XTltlf ~s 

over these [ peepi;:e. If you cannot , elect or reject them you have no con t r 
ve..Vj Y'l~ -~ ~ -to k. $ 

Because things are[ hard /it is{eas1er for people to use tempting promise 
to rob you of this control. Wa tch it. J maican democracy is t stake• J?~ 

goodni~ 
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The Economics of Survival: 
A Question of Attitudes 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For bros dcast on .Friday 
January 4, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The first effects 11:t for the New Year of our continuing 

inflation, with its consequences of rising prices and periodic shortege 

is already being fel ·t sharply at the end of the firs.t week of 1880. 

Because of the sugar price increase the price of soft drinks and 

syrup are both up ru1d it is only a ma ttcr of time before prices go up 

on all other sugar based products. The petrol increase is to come; 

and the bakers are reportedly getting ready to press for bread price 

increaseso And of course, whe~ pe ·trol goti!S up, everything else that 

is based on the use of petrol or of any other form of fuel oil, will 

also go up. So the outlook, especially for the first quarter of this 

year, is a grim one. Nothing new th~re: we all know this: we are all 

gearing for it. What I think we might usefully do in our pre pa.ring 

for what lies ahead is to take a searchiilg inward look at ourselves 

as a society and at some prevailing attitudes u which will have a 

profound bearing on how we stand up to the problems and challenges of 

the next few months. So let us look at a few hard practical re ali tie1 
soap, 

.Basic items like flour, rice, cornmeal,/may be in short supply from 

time to time. And when these . things are in short supply the wholesale 

distributors ration them out to t he &me.11 shopkeepers who serve the 

small towns and villages and 11 ttle hamlets up an d down this island. 

This rationing by the distributors is, generally speaking, a good way 

of making sure that what is available is shared as widely as possible, 

What is not so good_ is the fact that these wholesale distributors use 

the shortage as an excuse for 'marrying' say, a bag of rice, with a 
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case of(fruit or carrot juice or with some syrup or whatever else 

the distributor wants to sell off. Now, the small shopkeeper may 

come from a poor district where the people cannot afford to buy 

syrup or canned juices. But if that is the only way he can get his 

bag of rice or cornmeal or flour or his case of soap, he must either 

take the •married' goods or return empty-handed to his community. 

And if he, at the viJ.la.ge or oommuni ty level, tries to 'marry' the 

pound or half pound of rice he sells with a tinJ of juice, the 

community (of which he is an integral part) me.y turn on him in angero 

, , And so, right now, before the shartages are acute, there are little 

village shops all over the country without rice or cornmeal or flour 

or soap. And where they d9 

them in the same way, the 

buy the •married' things alld try to sell 
t,i(h,tl\i ~ ~ 

prices l people pounce and we hear and read 

those reports about small shopkeepers being fined. The 'marrJing 1 

starts at the topJ and I hope Mr. William Isaacs will stop it at the 

top so that what is available can reach our village shops. Here the 

problem is the attitudes of the big distributors. Then we have the 

situation where the staffs of the supermarkets and other big retail 
ef ~~ ~~ ~ ~t ~Fj 

outlets first take for themselves all that they wan ~, and then take 
- ~ 

care of their spefial friends, and only then put what is left of seae 

acaree~oommodity out on the ahel~es fo~ the rest of us to scramble 

over. Often, a compa.ratively small staff will take for itself one­

quarter to one-third of some item in short supply while hundreds and 

thousands of customers have to do wi thou.t. This h~ppens mainly in the 

supermarket chains where management is often remote. Owner-operated 

supermarkets, like small family-run shops have a higher sense of 

community responsibility about she.ring as equitably s possible. I 
t hink Mr~ IsBacs should persua~ sufermarke t chains J>;allocate fixe d 
F~tieii:a,:rr~f !!e~~s!n bf!?rf ts%8R:t~ :~k~hii1 i!ifa~ft~¥gntil1i~sio~»he 
we cope over fhe next inree hard monthso Goodnighto 
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The I nternational Scene in 1980: 
A .erspective 

NE S COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on ~edneaday 
J anuary 2, 1980, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: · he directions, t he bends an d the issues which are 

likely to domina t e the wor l d politica l nd economic s cene in 1980 

hev e lready begun to t ake s hape. Tbe Soviet intervention in 

fl. fgh~ista:n end the almost ovarhe •ted reaction to it by the United 

Ste t es tell s us very c · early tha t this i s going to be a year of 

height~ned E · st-Weat tensions, a y,aa:r of stepped-up Cold War politics. 

Nov, , Afghani s tan is literally a t the other end of the earth in 

rela tion to t he Uni tad ~tate s. It is far up in l argely desolate 

mountainous country where t he Hindu Kush moutaina are over 20,000 f eet 

h i rh ur,d run a l mos t t he whole length of -the country. I t has no known 

de po sits o f oil but it does have d~posits of gold, copper, lea d, iron 

a.rid coa l . It i:.; no t a rich or developed country. P.r1d t he man who se 

over throw with the help of t he '"' oviet Union spark ed the present 
had 

uproar h~d him self overthrown ar1d/ k illed t h e man who as there before 

him. So this wa:;3 a c oup to r e pla ce a coup which r eplaced a previous 

coup. And t he <-" ovie t ha d exerted so e i n fluence i n bo ·th of the 

e arlier coups. An d each of these coups was a llege dly lef tist in 

c har c t er . Zo it i s n ot a c ase of t hi s l a te s t coup over throwing a 

more democratic r eg i me or EU ele cte d govern en t . 'he bi g differen ce 

t his time a round ia t he l a r ge- s o le involvement of elements o f t he 

;.;; ovie t ~rmy. nd it is t his open involvement o f e lements of the 

Soviet ar my whi ch ha.$ provoked t i .. is s trong Wester n pr otest. :But we 

saJ, l as t year, similar military intarv-ention by the French in Africa 

to prop up a regime in one c a se and to support a coup in another . An d 
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neither the United States nor the other Western allies seemed at all 

concerned or worked up about it. lllis ia not to argue that because 

the French did it in Africa it justifies the Ru sia.ns doing it in 

Afghanistan. It is simply to point out the monumental double standard 
apparent 

which is at work; and the fraudulence of Home of the/high-minded 

protestations about territorial inte ·.ri ty and threats to peace. If 

a thing is wrong, it i s wrong no matter who does it. Xhe moral 

protestations are, in this sense, no more than a face-card behind 

which a cold and calculated power gBlle is at play. Location is import­

ant in understanding that play. The Soviet Union has a long border wi t l 

Aghanidtan to t he north. Pakjatan has an even longer border •1th it 

to the south and east; and it is bordered by Iran to the west. So it 

is a country in 6entral Asia which borders the volatile and explosive 

middle East. N.A.T.O. ha~ just lost its bases in Iran. Turkey is in 

turmoil and not much use as a .A.T.O. ally right now. 1\lrkey•s 

general~ have told 1 ts civilian leaders to united to deal with its 

aerioul:J problems or face a military coup. Saudi Arabia is just under­

going a shake-up among its military ler:idere and r1obody can at:t yet say 

what effect this may have on the pro-American Saudi royal family. And 

as long as Iran can earn, a~ it now does, l,000-million a week from 

its oil, aanctiona will hurt it leas than aactions ever hurt Rhodesia 

or South Africa. In all this, if Afghanistan and events there can be 

u::ied to at least try and stabilise the i\-estern position or, at worse 

distract attention from American and estern setbacks in that part of 

the world, it would be a most useful political and diplomatic power 

play. r1 isery loves compauy na I am sure ..?resident Carter must be 

relieved to h ve r. Brezhnev join him as the second arch-villain 

of a militant Islam, challenging both eatern capit lism and its 
communist offparing. oo the cold war is only one tao•• of a three-side, 

_ _ .. _ __ _ _._,__ ..._ --"' -- ,__ , oAn l'L,._,..,a..,.,:Lal-1-t: 
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