Year End,,}2§0

NEWW COMMENTARY d Tz
For broadcast on Wednesday 7
December 31, 1980, 6.,10p.m :

Good evening: This yesrg which is now fast drawing to its close

was a very bad year for Jameica and her people: it was a year of

o il

herdship, shortages, messive bloodletting, massive unémploymgnt,'

deep and ugly divisions and partisean politics goﬁe mad to the point
where babies and school children and helpless old people all became
victims of pertisen politicel gunmenship; it was,a year in which

some Jemaicens sevaged their fellow Jemaicsns as brutally and
cruelly, in deeds and words, as though ‘they were mortal ehemies. So
few of ws will mourn or look bsck on #fhe passing of this hard and o

bitter year for so very many Jemaicamns, Instead, most of us will &

v
look forward with a veriety of hopes to the new year., The universaz“
Jamaican hope is that 1981 will be a better year for all Jemaicans,
And high on the list of hopes is the hope for an end to violence and
lawlessness and & return to political peace. And this, 1 think, is ;
a hope that can be fulfilled in 1981, The lections ezre only just
behind us, For almost all of 1981 the new government with its very ,
strong mandate, will still be only in its first year of office, will‘?
only really be beginning the task of government the country for the ;
next five years. 5o there is no reason for the hotting up of the
political atmosphere. And in a2 relatively quiet and calm politiéal
atmosphere political violence will tend to abate and herhaps come to

a stop. Straight criminal violence is another matter agein, but I am

sure the security forces are quite capable of dealing with that brand

7

of crime and violence which is not connected with partisan polities.’

S50 1 think the hope for political peace can, and probably will be
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fulfilled
/azkxExed in 1981, especially if the new government scrupulously

abides by its declared intention to end victimisation and assure
'equal rights end justice' for all Jamaicans, This is particularly
important if we are to have political peace in the ghetto and other
depressed areas: and it can be done, given the will. And once there
at every level of
is real peace/im the political community the return to harmony and
co-operation at every level of the society will follow, if we all
work at it. But I think it is important for us to always bear in
mind that peace and harmony gre not snd cannot be achieved by bullying
and pressuring and suppressing unpopuler opinions: the essence of
peace and harmony is unity in diversity. Jemaican knew this once,
before the days of polarisation, Jameicans can know it again, Perhggs

-

the hardest of all the hopes to fulfill in 1981 is that of bringing-
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down unemployment, But a start can and must be made, and I think
1981 should be the yeer in whiech Jamaica's trade union movement takes
on its feir share of responsibility for helping to tackle the
unemployment problem, Up to now the unions have largely behaved as
though that responsibility rested exclusively on the shoulders of the
on the one hand
government/and ba@iness managements on the other. I do not think it
is in their own best interest to continue along this line., If they do
a day may come when the vast and growing army of the unemployed may
be used to break the back of the trade union movement itself. So the
labour movement has a self-interest in helping to ease unemployment.
They can do so by encouraging job sharing so that two workers share
the sgqme job: one doing three days the first week and two days the
second week and the other one doing it the reverse way; and they can
ban all over-time and so bring more people into the work force., By

doing just these two things the present unemployment rate can be cut

by between one-third and one half. It is all a ¢ i
: ¥ 5 question of caring and
9f1t§e will. I hope we have both in 1981. So heaopnv New Vast med gnnn:



Countdown to 1981:
The State of the World
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Good evenlng:f\ls Jamaica, in 1981, gé&ng to be the exeepption that
proves the rule? Are we going to be the only economy in the world
that is going to be turned around and thet will show real growth in
1981? If we are, as some people seem to suggest, going to see the
start of A real economic growth in 1981, +then it will be something
of & minor miracle, because all the learned predictions for all the
rest of the world suggest that the economic¢ outlook for 1981 is =
gloomy one, The VWestern industrialised countries expect their
unemployment to rise to somewhere in the region of 25-million plus

by the end of 1981, The hope is that the most developed and the

most productive of the Western economies may achieve a two-and-a-half-
to-three- percent rate of growth, if, and this is the very big if,

if the rate of increase in the price of oil can be kept in line with
the prices these Vestern countri%gfgg;;fgg;dig—aizwi;port And in
order to do that any time the price of oil goes up then the prices of
the goods made and exported by the Western cotintries :;ii also g0 up.
And this of course leaves the non-oil producing Third World countries
in e particuler bind. They cannot just respoﬂaby saying that every
time the price of oil goes up and the price of the manufactured goods

they import goes up they will up the price of their sugar or citrus

or coffee or other agricultural products., Countries with some minera.

0

e

reource, such as our bauxite are a little better off, and willlbe

a little better off than those who depend only on their agriculture

to pay for the things they import; but they would still be at a dis-

advantage. So, if things are bad for the Western world on whom we
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depend, it is difficult to see how they can get any better for us.
And things are going to be bad in 1981, especially for the working
people. The British government has already started to cut back on
the social programmes which have been at the heart of the welfare
state which ceame into being after world war two. And the other West
European countries are just waiting to see how Nrs, Thatcher's govern:
ment makes out before trying the same thing: if she succeeds it will
be the go-ahead for large-scale dismantling of gf such welfare progr-
ammes &s free medical care, subsidised housﬁiznd public transport
end a whole range of other welfare services. American socialLferviCus
are nowhere near as comprehensive as those of the Europeens but the
word is that the in-coming Reagan Administration is to drastically
cut America's social programmes, Like the British Conservatives of
Mrs, Thatcher, the Reaganites have talk about cuttingAbig government
and big government trimming
spending. Mrs Thatcher's people have failed hopelessly =2t/xkx=s
the bureaucracy. It is ealways easier to trim welfare programmes than
to cut back on bureauecracies, as lMr, Carter learned and as I think
Mr, Reagan will learn, Indeed, we ourselves, poor and small as we are
have not doneiFsliéll at cutting back on Big Government even after
the elections. The point is that prices will continue to rise in
For instenceg,
1981./U.S. meat and poultry prices are expected to show major increasc
e d rseS-—
while social serviceslyill decline and growing unemployment and the
feer of unemploymen¥ will ect as deterrents against increased wage
demands, This is how it is going to be in the West in 1981 and,
therefore, this is how it is going to be with us., The state of the
world, as 1980 draws to its close is depressed both economically and

politically. All the indications are thet that depressed state will

be carried over into 1981, and indeed, that things may even get worse

before they get better. It is wise to plan against this reality.

P O TR .
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Boxing Day, 1980
NEWS COMMENT

{ /\/
For broadcas Frida;

December 26, 1980, 6,10p.m

Good evening: And 1 hope you hasve had a very peaceful and a very
happy Christmas this far, and that what remains of the the holiday
season will be safe, Please be careful over this weekend. There
will be lots of parties and pleces to go to end some people are
going to eat end drink rather more than they usually do. So be

on guard against drivers with 2 little more drimk than usual under
their belts. They can be 2 denger to themselves as well as to others,
Ideally, it should be possible for a wife or girl-friend to take

over the driving of tihe car when thé mén has had £ too much to drink.
If thet is not possible then wife or girl-friend shoula try, as
diplomatically as possibley to persuade the driver to take it easily.
People who are drank tend to be aggressive in their driving as well
as in their resction( to those who try to give advice; so how the
edvice is given is mest important. Invspite of all the advice against
it, there will be some people who drink and drive. So those who are
with them will have to assume the responsibility of helping to keep
death off our roads. And then there is the dangerous business of
leaving little children or very young children slone at home while
going to parties, We have had meny deaths in the past, usually by
fire, beceouse of this, If you must go out and leave young children,
try and find some grown-up person to sit with taem, It is worth
peying = few dollars to have some adult staying with ycur children
while. you 2re out at parties, The safety and perhaps the lives of

your children may depend on this. So, please take care of the little

ones. I remember on Boxing Day 1979 discussing the gquestion of how
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we are going to manage the scarcities of the 1980s, =znd in whose
interest thet managing is going to be conducted. I remember
concentrating particulerly on our public transport in the light
of the escalating price of oil-based energy. I told you that in
prrdinary workers to
Europe the overwhelming majority of people - from/teanchers, nurses,
professionels,
senior ecivil servants, senior technicians,/ms business managers and
allroutinely
Members of Parlisment -/travelled by public transport., But their
public transport services were and are clean and reguler and couri-
eous., Here the ssme categories of people will not use public trans-
port because it is so poor and dirty and.unreliable. So we spend
more badly-need foreign exchange than we meally need to in order to
bring private cars into the country and to keep them on the roads.
This is not the best way to use scarce resources; snd the price of
0il based energy is still rising. The new government must either do
a better job of resource management at this level or else all the
high hopes and high expectations generated by the Cctober elections
will come to nothing. And then there is %ne hard problem of our
still-rising unemployment, This is the single most explosive of all
the ppoblems this nation feces. Everything else we do, everything
else we may achieve, or hope to acnieve, can be swashed if we do
not come to grips with unemployment. Whether we do it by way of job
job=creating
roatation, or by job-sharing (which I favour) or by the/ImiXsENEXIum
of
sfxxke kind/works progrsmmes introduced by Anericen President Franklin
Koosevelt during the Great Depression of the 1930s, or by & combinat-
ion of the best or all of these, Jemaica must begin to roll bsck the
present unaccepatble level of unemployment before the unemployed
themselves turn on the society. And we do not nave too much time to

get started on this one. So the sooner the present euphoria gives

way to hard rcalism the better our chsnces of coping in 1981,



~ Christmas Efve, 1980
|

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broasdcast on Wednesday
December 24, 1980, 6.10p.n.
Good evening: What is the state of our world on this first ghristmas
Zeve of the decade of the 1980s? And what can we lock forward to
=fter tomorrow? After the first Christmess of the decade of the 1980s%
The broesd outlines ere, I think, pretty familier tc most of us. This
is our first Christmss under a new government here at home, end it
is the last Christmes under the Certer Administration in the United
States, S¢o in this cne year the governments of hoth Jemaica and
the United States have changed: eand in both cesses the swing has been
from left to right; from 2 cleimed ‘socielism in cur cese and 2 claimed
liberalism in the caese of the United States, to more conservative
nature of the

regimes in both countries,  And, inevitably, the/reletionship between
the new Jamsicen Government end the new American Government is going
to have a profound besring on the lives of all of us in Jemaica, and
perhaps on the affeirs of the Caribbean region as a whole. Very
much will depend on/ﬁg: the new administretion in Weshington responds
in deeds, rather than words, to the initiatives of the new government
in Kingston. But of course, other and wider and non-regional
factors may influence that response, If the new American administrat-
ion does get the American economy moving again, if the badly battered
auto industry for instance, were tc come out of its current slump

* generally
and things were to/begin to look up again, our chances of getting

the kind o?ﬁﬂﬁf%ﬁﬁpinvestment we want would be greatly improved.

People and countries are more inclined to went spend generously or to

. Se t
invest for minimal return os/ﬁéke charitable gestures when they them

are reasonably secure an -to-
y ¢ well-18 d°° On the other hand, when people
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and countries are in trouble and under pressure they are not inclined
to want to bhe generous/xgi charatable; they tend to take care of
themselves and their own under the principle that charity begins at
home; they drive hard bargains; they demand big and guaramseed returnt
on investment, And almost every country in the world is in trouble
and under pressure this Christmas Eve, 1The Western capitalist world's
twenty-four-nation-strong Organisation for Economic Cooperation
present

and Development yesterday gave a not-rosy picture of the/state of
the capitalist economies and what they are likeldy to be over the next
eighteen months or so. Unemployment in the rich industrialised
countries of the world now stands at a record 23 million. That is a
larger number of people than we have in the entire English-speaking
Caribbean, Britain alone has almost as many unemployed people right
now as the number of people we have in Jamaica today; and the predict-
ion is that by the middle of 1982 there will be some three millicn
unemployed?iwziCEN;suld be more than the entire Jemaican population.
And in that kind of world aid is not going to come easy, and trade is
going to be hard and brutally competitive, So the prospects for
economic growth in the West and the spin-off from it that countries
like Jomaica can gain fxamxxx are not very good. And Poland's fierce
economic troubles is proof, if proof were needed, that ideological
pestures of whatever kind are not automatié solutions to hard ecomimic
problems. If we can accept this reality and face up to its implicat-
ions then we may, with herd work and genuine cooperation, hold our
own in these tough times that are ahead., And there is still not yet,
this Christmas Eve,

/that peace on earth men of goodwill pray for. And all over the world,

commupist and capitalist, western and eastern, Human Rights are

observed more in the breach than the practice, And one wonders what

would happen to Christ if He were to return this Christmas Eve.

Than an 4l dth 400 0l oanas e gacaan Al o oo o N R o ol ol Ly o ae RS



v

‘ //Christmas, 1980, Jamaica Style
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

December 22, 1980, 6.10p.m

the
Good evening: e heave just/remaindep of today, tomorrow and Wednes-

day left, and then we are into Christmas 1980. In the old days befd%
led to fantastic
world inflation and the high priceg of energy/increaseé\%}l other
vosts, people used to talk about sc many shopping days to Christmas:
by that reckoning we have just two and a bit shopping days to
Christmes 1980, And meports are that the shopping is surprisingly
brisk, with pecple spending on necessities like food =2nd clothing
rather than on luxuries as in the old days. Benk of Jomaica figures
indicate that the money in circulation this Christmes will be over
$300-million , If that kind of money were to be aversged out over
the whole Jamaicen society esch person, man woman snd child,would
have roughly $150 to spend this Christmes, And that amount, when you
consider today's sky-high prices, is not really very much spending
money. But of course thet amount will not be averaged out among all
the people: it will be in very much fewer hands., The spending will
be dome mainly by those who are lucky enough to have jobs and to have
Christmas bonuses. Some people will get a two—weeﬁ?%onus, others
a three-week bonus and the more fortunate ones might get even higher
bonuses, ©So the extra money in circulation will go to a fairly
restricted group of peogtdp end it will be a one-shot, once-a-year
thing., It will also dramatise, as at no other time of the year,

the gap between those who have and those who have not; between those

who are in jobs and who received Christmas bonuses on top of their

regular pay, and those who are out of work and received nothing for
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being out of work. For these people, the unemployed, Christmas

is a doubly hard time: the fact of unemployment is hard in itself;

to watch others enjoying themselves, and having Z two or three weeks'
/gitra pay with which to do it, makes that which is herd painful.

This is particularly so with famil&es: it is painful to o ther™S and

fathers not to be able to give their children presents wihen other

children are seen receiving presents; it is painful to have little

or no food when othersi?gasting. And in this Christmas of 1980

there will be over 300,000 people who are unemployed and who will

taerefore have no money to spend on Christmes cheer, If only nalf

this number of unemployed are people with families we will straight-

away be looking at something like three—~quarters of a million

Jemaicans for whom Christmas, 1980, 1is going to be bleak rather

than cheerful. It is at this.time, as Christmas approaches, that

thie need for some sort of sccial help for the unemployed at the

netional level beccmes urgent, I think of iir. Hugh Shearer's call

for unemployment zssistance for a specified period out of National

Insurance Funds., The paét administration was in sympathy with his

call but did nothing, Mr, Shearer is now an influential part of

the new Government and I hope that he will now persuade his colleagues

in government to go along with his propcsal to bring in some form

of unemplcyment benefit. AmExFmxxtxxz=® The idea of Christmas work was

and is a good effort to ease hardship at this time,/xiﬁxmkixh was

brought into disrepute by bsd menagement and pork barrel polities,

If it were cleaneg up and rid of its dirty politics and made genuinely

productive, then/&kxx combination of Christmas work and unemployment
at this time /  economic

assistance could be two very useful tools foy/ easing the/hardshipg

suffered by large numbers of Jamaicans through no fault of their oWn,

GOOdnight



The Jemaican Labour Movement Embattled

NEWS COMMEN IARY
For brosdcast on Friday
December 19, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: There is & mood of deep concern and widespread
anxiety rippling through Jamaica's orgenised labour movement as
we enter this last weekend before Christmas, 1980. The strike at
Reynolds Jemaica Mines of the B.I.T.U.-represented supervisory
workers there following the dismissal of 21 of their fellow workers,
is part of the reason for this concern and anxiety. It is not the
whole reason. To begin to get at the whole reason we need to look at
a series of questions some trade union leaders as well as others who
are interested in the labour movement, have been asking in recent
days. What, they have asked, .is behind a series o??gigzements coming
dealing with one
hard on each other/smExax¥xesmisfmigmx or another aspect of industrial
relations, and all containing some sort of suggestion or declaration
or implication that organised labour needs to be disciplined? There
was, recently, that statement by the President of the Court of Appeal;
and there was, more recently, that statement by the Brigadier of the
Jamaica Defence Force. One of our big two trade unions, the National
Workers Union, in a statement esrlier tnis week spoke of, and now I
quote: "...the current Jrmaican anti-trade union campaign" which it
sees as part of a worldwide campaign to suppress and deny the rights
most importi.nt
of workers., And so the/gmmstimm question has come eut as: Are the
events at Reynolds the opening shot in that show-down between manage-
calling for?

ment and organised labour which some people have been/mxximzXk

Is this round one in the process of 'disciplining' Jemeica's unionised

workers? Or is it just another labour dispute with no special ulter-
ior motive to it? We should know the answer to these last questions



after Monday's meeting between the parties at the Ministry of Labour
to discuss the reinstatement of the dismissed workers., If the workers
are reinstatedd it would be seen as a conciliatory gesture on the
part of management: if they are not the whole Jamaica industrial
relations climate may undergo some important changes.[But even if %re3
there is @ conciliatory gesture on Monday the so-called problem of
'disciplining® the unionised workers would only be deferred for later
tackling., There are those who hold étrongly that Jemaica's economic
problems cannot and will not be solved until we have a more
'disciplined' work force. They do not spell out what they mean by a
'disciplined work force' but the traditional INMF preecriptions give

a2 fair indication of what is meant. And everybody knows that Jamaican
workers and their unions will not submit to those guidelines without
a fight, And if there is to be a fight, who is to take it to the
unionised workers? There are obviously few local enterprises without
overseas backing who can take on this kind of fight and sustain it
until the back of a given union is broken. It has to be an enterprise
or enterprises which can stand upfto long shutdowns and heavy losses
without going under, Indeed, just the knowledge that an enterprise
can shut down and outwait the workers may very well be enough to
'soften up' the workers to the point where they see strike action as
hopeless gnd bound to fail in the long run, and so, rather than
fighting they will accept the best they can get even if it is less
than they went. And once this 'softening up' succeeds in one enter-
prise, what is to prevent it being expanded into accepting, say,

IMF conditionality? Is this what is behind what the NWU describes as:

"the current Jemaicen anti-trade union campaign"? If it is, and if

the Jemeicen labour movement does not have & friend in Jemeica House,

then the trade union movement faces some very rough days ahead.,
Goodni oh +



1) Guyana: What Future?
2) Poiand: A Polish Journalist Complains
3) China: Chairman Hua's Future

NEWS COMMENAARY
For broadcast ou Wednesday
December 17, 1980, 6.10.m

Good evening: Yesterusy's elections in Guyana went pretty much as
expected snd predicted -~ almost down to the last cynical detail,
In one strong Forbes Burnhem srea there was s 100% turn-out of voters:
in areas where Cheddi Jegan's PFPP is strong voters discovered their
names were not on the lists, or they were t§ld so and prevented from
checking, or they were misdirected. The team cf unofficial inter-
national observers - Mr. Burnham would not reccgnise their presence
officially - issue a2 statement confirming lerge-scale irregularities
in the voting., DBut Mr. Burnhem has his viectory; and Mr, Burnhem has
shown before now that he has very little respect for cutside cpinions
which do not coincide with his wishes, So he will cleim ak% greet
victory end a massive new mandate to go on doing &s he plesses, And
I think he will get.away with it, He will get away with it bewause
economic 2
no externsl force which can exert resl/pressure on him - and that
mear® primerily the United States and the International Monetary Fund
or both - will want to do so because from their point of view the
present slternative to Burnham is even worse then Burham, Dr. Cheddi
Jegan is a straight pro-Moscow communist whom the Americans are not
prepared to see returned to power mnder almost any circiimstances:
so Brunhesm, warts and all, is the lesser of two evgils as far as
they are concerned. And I do not think that Cheddi Jagan has, in
cold~-blooded power terms, either the ruthlessness or the political
unscrupulousness to bring down Burnham by any means. In this sense
Burnham has the measure of Jagan. As long as Jagen is his only

alternative, Burnham will remain in Fower hemonss ke w1l e ot
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to outwit, out-manipulate, end easily out-bogmhs Jagan eveby time.
tactics of
This may esplain, partly at least, why the/violence and th® intimi-
dation used against other opposition groups and individuals such
as the Working Peoples Alliance end its leaders like Walter Hodney
and others, have not been used against the person of Cheddi Jagan,
Then, too, there is the fact that Jagan makes the perfect racial
foil for the exploitation of a kind of carefully fostered New World
so-called
tribal consciousness: Burnham is leading'the Africans'/in the struggle
to hold on to power and not to be overhwlemgd b$ the so-caliled 'East
Indians'., So, under the surface you have the ugly, unnatural and
unreal but carefully nuttineed notion of the power struggle between
'the Africans' and %the East Indiens'., One of the threats of the
Working Peoples Allisnce to Burnham was, and remains,the fact that
it was beginning to succeed in breaking through this artificial
division between black and Indian. The trouble as far as American
policy and interests are concerned is that the Vorking Peoples Allianc
appears to be even to the left of Jagan and it is not yet strong
taken seriously
enough to be/mEmm as anything near approaching an alternative to
financial
Burnhem, So Burnham will continue to get American aid and IMF/support
in spite of manipulated elections - that is, until a viable and more
to Burnham

acceptable alternative/than‘Cheddi Jagan emerges in Guyana. And that

LA O :
may take quite some time, L?eﬁ¢, two points of interest to note.

dissident

First, a/Polish journalist visiting the United States yesterday voicec

strong criticism of Western, especiully American reporting of what is

geing on in Poland now. The contﬁffhfﬁ %&g g&ggég%eo¥e said was for
?

trade union and other civil liberties,{not against the Poliskg Governg
or the Soviet Union or communism, And second, in China we are watching

one of ggfgg carefully rehearsed and managed power shifts as Chairman
Hua ia/pushed agsides Chairman Hua was llao Ise Tung's persconal choice

to succeed him. His removal may herald a new direction ;
. y ion, Ching £
{ o Goodnig



1) Jemeican Trade Unions & the I.M.F
2) Elections in Guyana
3) Uganda: Obote Retur to Power

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcest on Monday
December 15, 1980, 6.10p.m
Good evening: Mr. E., Lloyd Taylor, General Secretesry of the Jamaica
Association of Local Government Officers, JALGO, over this past

in an address to the annual dinner of the P.A.d.
weekend/became the latest of the island's major trade union leaders
to warn egainst any attempt by anybody to impose wage guidelines on
workers "now that the International Monetsry Fund is about to re-ente
our lives". You will recald that earlier this year, before the
elections and before ne became part of the government, Mr. Hugh
Shearer had also given notice that no matter which party won the
trade unicn movement would not submit to wage guidelines. And Mr,
Holroyd Thompson of the National Workers Union has said the same;
and so has Mr, Lascelles Beckford of the Bustamante Industrial Trade/
Union. This indeed, is the broad stand of the entire Jemaican
lzbour movement on the matter of wage guidelines., There are of
course variations within this broad posture: some would accept, or
at least be not guite as hostilef to,a policy which covers prices
and profits and managerial pay and perks as well as wages. None
that I know of are prepared to accept the traditional IMF pattern
of wage controls but freedom from control of prices and profits.
And this of course means that any atlempt to impose the traditional
IMF prescription is going to be resisted by a very strong and a
very united Jamaican labour movement. And if any such united trade
union resistance were to develop then the prospects for economic
recdvery wouigd§iﬁﬂzorse rather than better. Woney alone, ihvestment

)

MW
alone,' cannot do the job: the other half of the equation is » strong
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and disciplined and reasonably contented work force that is willing
to pley its part. And you cannot, especially in the context of a

or threaten ¢
strong and militant trade union tradition, bully or frighten/unionise
workers into performing against their will. In order to get them to

willingly and at their best
perform/some area of agreement, some measure of accommodation must
first be achieved. If not, tuere is industrial trouble and turmocil
ahead, And we must hope that those who are talking tough now about
disciplingng the unions pp showing them who is in charge or throwing
tthe book' of the law at them, understand clearly that wherever else
that leads it is not the road to economic recovery. Next, on the
international scene two elections are much in the news rigat now,
The return to power of Milton Obote dn Uganda is a record cf sorts.
an African

It is the first time that A leader who had been overtarcwn in a coup
has regained_power by pariisuentary elections, There are guestions
about how/ii:; the eiections were; but it is hard to separate these
from tane contending political self-interests involved. Cbote's chief
rival the Democratie Party which will now form the parliamentary
opposition is pho=-iestern and capitalist oriented and both Kenya and
the Western Powers wanted & Democratic Party victory which would have
attracted the kind of foreign investment Kenya enjoys. Cbote on the
other hnend is backed by Tanzania's Nyerere, and the warning has alread
gone out that if he tries Nyerere's brand of African socislism Obote
will have a hard time attracting foreign investment. The last time he
was in power, before the Idi Amin coup, Obote's rule was essentially

that ofam Africen strongman: neither as clean nor as concerned with

the interests of the poor as Nyerere, wno is still the only one wha
successfully elimanated tribalism from national polities. Has Obote

learnt anything from Nyerere? Only time will tell. And it is tragic
reflection that all of us, and indeed all the world, expect Forbes
Burnham to win another carefully stage-managed election in Guyana
today. At what point does the electoral process become pointless?
Goodnight



The Politicel Hone
The Limits of

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday
December 12, 1880, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The political 'honeymoon' has become something of

a tradition in open, elective parliamentary systems like our own,
Usually, the honeymoon last‘anywhhre from three months to six
months: in exceptionally prosperous and tranquil times the political
honeymoon can last for up toa year or even more, And during the
period of the political honeymoon the newly elected government is
wreated with gentleness and warmth by even ité strongest opponents
and harshest crities, The officiel parlismentary opposition gives

it time to settle in and find its bearings: the entire society

wishes it well; the media mutes whetever criticism it has to make,
After all, the new government is the elect of the people, is the
political reflection and menifesddidon of the fneely expresded will
of the people. And everybody wénts it to succeed. Hence the period

of the political honeymoon., And given the massive victory of the
Jamaica Labour Party in terms of parliamentary seats a scant six
weeks ago it would heve seemed reasonable to assume that there would
be a rather longer-than-usual honeymoon period this time around,
Besides, the entire society is psychologically and emotionally
exhausted by the terrible pre-election bloodletting. And yet, there
are already signs that the honeymoon is coming to its end prematyrely
and the old contentious polities is incressingly taking over.

There are of course forces in the society who do nct and never really
wanted any period of peause: they represent the extremes in the

soclety, the far right which wants to wipe out the far lefts and the

far left which wants to wipe out the far right. But ther are also
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worrying signs from other and supposedly more 'moderade' quarters,
Churchmen are savaging each other in 2 sort of post-election rerun
of who supported whom &and who should lead the Christian community
in the new situation. You would have thought that at least here
there would be more Christian unity than among the partisan workers
where the new 'in' group are trying to forcibly take away the jobs
of those who have been defeated., Do you really further the concept
of equal rights and justice by the simple devise of reversing the
inequities end injustices? And if you don't do that, what do you do
¥ax about those to whom you promised deliverance? These are not
questions which can be easily answered or problems which will just
go sway because there is a new government in power, And so there
is no honeymoon on the labour front or among those fighting for the
same Jjob like twe hungry dogs tearing each other apart over one 1ittf:
bone, or among the vest and growing army of the unemployed. And
there does not as yet seem to be any agreed common notion on how to
approach this terrible problem. It does not make for a honeymoon
spirit when those who try to help themselves by higgling and hustlingv
on the sidewalk see themselves as being harrassed and harried by
those whom they helped to put in power. And then there was that

on Mr, Ronnies Thwaites' programme
disturbed guestion/about the National Commercial Bank and some 40%

if so
of its equity being sold to an American banker? Is it true? And/wﬁy?
unannounced
Is there some pakX/mwmkmmwm policy of divesting significant portions
so-celled

of the/commanding heights of the economy now publiely held to
foreign investors? One of the criticisms levelled at the previous
government back in 1976 when it too was flushed with the sense of
power after having just won a landslide victory, was that it did not

level with the ordinary Jemaicans about its financial and business

dealings. It is importent to remember the limits of power and where
the ultimate control lies, especially when honeymoons begin to gend
Goodnigﬁt



The Killing of Jojn Lennon:
Is the Right to & Gung a Human Right?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
December 10, 1980, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The gun-killing of ex-Beatle songwriter John Lennon
in New York on Monday night has sent emotional shock waves echoing
through the world, Evem Radio Moscow and Radio Peking have treated
the killing as & major event, In the United States itself people
have reacted in a way that is reminescent of Xk public reaction
to the killings of the Kennedy brothers and Martin Luther King. In
Britain, the birthplace of Jojn Lennon, there is an undercurrent of
anger behind the shock and horror., And in other places all over the
world people, young people especially, find it hard to understand
why this particular man who was a singer of songs and a lover of peace
should have died vidolently by the gun, And so there is renewed
concern and preoccupation with the Americen love affair with the
killer gun, For even as he expressed his regret and sorrow at the
killing of John Lennon, President—elect Ronald Keagan reaffirmed his
opposition to gun-control legislation, The answer, he is reported
to have said, is to impose stiffer penalties on those who commit
gun crimes. One catech is, of course, that no penalty, no matter how
snuffed-out
stiff, cen rstore the/¥mmffxmmx life of any person. Nothing they do
to Lennon's killer cean restore Lennon's life., And in terms of human
rights the life of a person,7any person anywhere, and of whatever
race or class or colour or belief or ideology er economic status -
the life of a person is just about the single most important of all

human rights: without life all the other human rights are mesningless

And it is part of the American dilemma that the nation which claims



to be, and which is accepted by many as being the greatest champion
of human rights in tie world, is also the one in which, under normal
and peaceful circumstences, more human lives are snuffed-out because
of the easy availability of guns. Because guns are not as easily
available in Britein, and becasuse nobody just goes about with a
handgun in his or her pocket or bag or backpack it is reasonable to
Lis nalive
assume that if John Lennon were living inzBritain rather than in the
United States, he would be alive today. In this sense his death is
intimately related to his location and to the soecial climate of that
location. His fellow song-writer Peul MeCarthy lives on a farm in
Britain and the chences of some confused or frustrated or mentally
disturbed young man with e desire for notoriety shooting him to
such Perso
death are very remote indeed, Even if there were/a young[-who wan ted
to do it the sheer difficulty of getting hold of a .38 calibre
revolver (which one Miami firarms instructor des€ribeg as 'the best

for getting the job done') would soon discourage him. If such a young

man were dtermined he might resort to other means: the point is that

the chances of a gun-killing like thet of John Lennon is near-impossit

le[@rltain because gun control is tight and nobody cen just walkﬁnto
a gunshop and for as little as $100 walk out with a hasndgun, And
whatever the pros and cons of the argumenxsfoﬂor against gun control,
two facts are beyond dispute. First, if that young man did not have
a gun or access to a gun he could not have pumped five bullets into
do not have or
the body of John Lennon. You cennot use a gun if you/cannot get a
gun., Conversely, if you have a gun or can easily lay your hands on

one you will, under one kind of pressure or another, use that gun,

And second, most of the evidence we have, and most of it comes from
the United States shows that arming the citzenry does not reduce

gun-crime. So which is the more important humen right: the right to
life or to a gun? Goodnight,



Coming to Grips with
The Economics Survival

FE¥ShOOMMEN $ARY
For broadcast on lMonday
December 8, 1980, 6.10p.m

from
Good evening: Prime Minister Seaga yesterday returned/what he

himself described as a 'very smooth and successful' visit to the
United States. And this should mean, and in all likelihood does
mean, the he is reasonably confident of raising the kind of loan
money that the

angxinxesixErntx new government needs to get its economic programmes
off the ground, So the search for badly needed foreign exchange
money seems to be going reasonably well, But in a very interesting
end challenging address to the 25th anniversery of the Geological
Society of Jamaica on Saturday, lMr, G. Arthur Brown, Deputy Director
of the United Nations Development Brogramme, and former Governor of
the Benk of Jamaica, and former Financial Secretary of Jamaica, and
former Director of Jemaica's Central Planning Agency, warned that
money alone was not enough to solve our problems, He made, among
many others, the very interesting point that Jamaica is not as poor
in terms of its resources as some of us tend to believe or to make
out. And he catlogued some of those resources and showed how prod-
uction in almost 2ll of them have declined over the years, Jamaica,
in the past, produced more sugar, more bananas, more coffee, more
citrus as well as a whole host of other things, than she does now,
Which is why the national cake has decreased or grown smaller while
more people were making claims on it. And of course the claims have
grown over the years., Workers are being psid vastly more now than

they were paid in the days of higher productivity. And I think most

of us must recognise the truth of Arthur Brown's point about the
scramble to get more money without realising that money and goods
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are not the samé° Having money, printing money, is one thing; having
the goods available, producing the goods, is quite another. Workers
snd managers who get more and more money, more and more perks and
fringe benefits, for producing less and less goods are on a collision
course with thx dissséer, This is so for nations, for private or
public businesses, for individuals. And sociel and political sysémss
meke no difference to this central reality. It is a truth that applig
es much to communist Poland as it does to capitalist America., A natgr
or a business or an indavidual who spends more than he or it earns
from what is produced, is bound to fail. And all the printing of all
the money, and all the borrowing will not stop that failure. So,
getting the money, whether locally printed so-called 'monkey money'
or the kind of large inflows of foreign exchange lir. Seaga is going
after, is only one side of our problem. The other, and perhaps most
importent side, is what we do with it. Ve can print money and give
the managers and workers @*d the money and perks they want, But that
printed money will not import any of the goods they want., Printed
money cannot pay for a single import from Britain or the United St=tes
or Cenada or anywhere else, 50 the managers and the unionised workers

that is importedza

can have their vast pay packets and/nothing/to buy. Or we can borrow
to pay for the imports we want for a8 long as others are prepared to
lend us the foreign exchange: but a dey will come when our debt servgg
charges are more than we earn from what we produce and nobody will

want to go on lending to us. Indeed, we are perilously close to that

starting
point now, And still we do not seem to realise the importance of/
to produce seriously thus everybody demands perks;

/earning our troubles away, The unions press their claims;/business

demands foreign exchange to produce for local comsumption; the foreign

debt grows® And so dides unemployment, When will we stop this madness?

Goodnight°



The Future of Jvazmaican Public Trensport

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast con Friday
December 5, 1980, 6.1Cp.m

of
Good evening: The reveliation of the latest losses/kx the JUS by

Mr. E.K. Powell, the Minister of State for Pubiic Utilities,

raises once more the question of the future of the JCJ0 and, indeed,

of the whole matter of public itransport in Jemsica. According to

Mr. Powell the JOS lost more than $20-million before the government

subsidy was applied, and more than §5-million after the subsidy.

And yet, before this same JUS became a publiely-cwned compeny, it

reguiarly made money for its former private expatriate owners, It

provided the saﬁe basic service that it does today; and it made

money from it. It made enough money to pay its way and to reward

its private owners witn healthy profits. To be sure there have been

some changes since the eompany was taken over by the government,

faxxtzx Operating costs have gone up sherply, especially after the

1973 o0il price spiral begen. But feres to the bus users have also
And the travelding

gone up very sharply./ Z@yxXmxXgsxix public has increased greatly

over the years, So the nigner fares and the larger travelling public

should, logically, have offset the increased costs. And please do

not forget that when the company was in private hanas it often found

it much more difficult to get fere increases than did the company

when it became government-owned. 80 whyd did the J0S under private

ownership pay its wey and make a profit? And way does the JOS

under public ownership, lose money so heavily yeer afiler year?

The first and most obvious answer is that the managers and workers

of the JOUS under private ownership knew that the survival of the

company, and therefore of their jobs, depended on the ccmpany paying
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its way and meking 2 profit, So, in order keep their jobs they
got on with the job and made the profits, Those who failed were
fired; those who parformed poorly were leaid off; drivers who got
into accidents or demeaged the compeny's vehicles lost their jobs;
conductors ageinst whom bus users complained successfully lost their
jobs. This was rough medicine, but it worked and the company made
money and provided & pessable service, With puklic ownership came
the nction thet workers could not be fared, except in the most extreme
there came
cases; ond/the false illusion that once an emterprise is publicly-
owned the need to pay its weay and make a profit"no longer existed,
And those who believe in public ownership have, unfortunately for the
concept of public ownership, fostered and encouraged these false
illusions. So the JOS feiled_ to.pay its way, let 2lone turn a2 profit
Now we are into a situstion where.these losses have become intoleratle
inéd what mekes the situation worse is the fact that the need for a
gocd public tracsport system becomes greater with each passing month
2s people wheo onee operated nrivate cars can no longer do so and
went and need to use 2 comperatively decent public tressport system,
And this trend away from privete cars is bound to grow in the coming
yeers as both the price of cars and the cost of fuel go on climbing,
If the J0S as 2 public company cannot pull itself together and get
back to providing a reasonable service while paying its way, then it
is only a matter of time btefore it is either scld back into private
ownership, or else is allowed to colilapse under its own dead weight
end the compettition from the minibuses. There is no real reason
for either of these eventualities, provided the workers and the
menagers face up to their problems and fsce the fact that Jemaica

cannot afford the high cost of their style of operating. And one way
or another we must have 2 decent and imoroving public transport system
Goodnight



The Geopoligiecs of the
Polish Crisis

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on VWednesday
December 3, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The question is: What would‘the United States and

its 2llies do if the Soviet Union and its allies were to march

into Polend tomorrow to put a stop to the popular reforn movement
led by DPolend's militant independent trade union movement? President
Jimmy Certer yesterday issued a véry stern warning to the Soviets
and their allies not to interfere in Poland's internal affeirs.

And also yesterday, in what was obviously a-carefully co-ordinated
move, the nine Iuropean Common lNarket foreignministers also issued
a warning that any invasion of Poland” would spell the end of all
efforts at detente. So, althofigh the words from Nr. Carter and from
the West Europeans sound tough, they do not sound tough enough to
emount to the kind of warning that would stop the Soviets and their
friends, if they decided to move into Poland. If there were such

a move the United States end its ellies will almost certainly apply
harsh economic seznetions and step up military preparations. But
sanctions, as the,South Africans and the FKhodesians under Ian Smith
and the Iranians have a2ll shown, do not add up to a very effective
weapon, Sanctions are easily busted. So the Russians will, if they
feel they have to, invaede Poland and, I fzx think, get away with it.
Lfter all, they went into Afghanistan and the world shouted end
screamed but nothing more happened. And they have put down popular
uprising in Hungary and Czechoslovakia and got awey with}:ach time;
So what is likely to heppen in Poland and where is it likely to end?

I think there are two alternative possibilities, and I think the
B e Y et independent
leesdership of the/Polish workeg sound as though they zre acutely
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aware of these possibilities and their implications, If the Soviets
and Whe East Germans and the Czechs.were to invade they would very
easily over-run the country. But they would then heve to stay as
armies of occupation‘for a loné time and the already battered Polish
economy would sink further and further into decline. At the moment
Poland's foreign debt, mainly to Western bankers, stands at over
$20,000-million, And one of the reasons for this staggering debt
burden is that the Polish standard of living has always been & high
one, more in line with West European stand%d%han with those of the
Last Europeens. Indeed, by United Nations criterie Poland is one of
Europe.
the 23 well-off countries of/xkExwrrig -And in order to prop up that
standerd of living Poland's communigs®t rulers heve been forced to
resort to messive borrowing to subsidise thgt treditionally high
living standard. The Polish egg;§§§fiééQ§E¥A5§§§ormed well enough or
enywhere near well enough %o support either this level of borrowing
or this standard of living. And the Soviets were not about to pour
money into s client state to support stagdards of living which were
much higher then those of their own people. But the Western bankers
were beczuse theys seaw, among other things, the possibility of a
Poland dependent on western money becoming as independent a force in
the communist world as was Yugoliavia after the brezk with Stalin
inmedietely after world war two. So that $20,000-million foreign
debt has become a powerful political-economic lever., And yesterday's
baéézad.$l,100—million hard currency loen to Poland by the Soviet
Union is a belated recognition of the importgnce of this foreign
debt as a2 pressure point. Just as communists will not use their money
. ¢ W ‘
to support anti—communistL?egimes, so capitalists will not use theirs
a%t?ggggitalist regimes, To weeken or bring them down, yes; not to

supporjg“ﬁhd the Polish workers, fighting to hold on to their geins,
are moving delicately not to provoke theat Soviet invesion. Goodnight



AxEigzrinfxtiiztRaxXLXeRIXRIR
A Cleering of the Political Air

ally’

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Nonday
December 1, 1980, 6.10-.m

Good evening; The mists of uncertainty and concern which hung over
many aspects of the life of this country in the days immediately
following the October 30 elections asre beginning to clear away.
The violenfe is steadily tapering off; much of the nastiness seems
to be going out of public utterances, though there is still a
'go on kicking ¥enley' tendency in certain quarters - but even this,
one suspects, will become self-defeating in the end since the man

and the symbolism
is no longer the symbol of power to be torn down. Power/mEXXXERXiExs
of poweﬁnow resides elsewhere and it will be interesting to see how
long it takes for those wuo specialise in the cult of magnicide to
turn on the person of the new power symbol. And one interesting
question is whether, if they daere do it, the new symbol will be as
tolerant as Manley was of those who savaged him. There are a few
other lingerimng uncertaintyes like the future of the JOS and the
minibus experiment and how the publicly-owned media will fare. But,
generally speaking, it now appears that things like the community
enterprise orgenisations, JAMAL, the home guerd movement, are not

present

going to be scmepped out of hand. And a2ll the/indications are that
the State Irading Corporation is going to remein in business, despite
a call or two for its to be scrapped., OSo the people-based institut{g
created wunder the previous administration are not going to be wiped

out automatically and just because they came into being under the

past government, What I perdonally do hope is that when the present

government does come to divest itself of its ownership of the Daily
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News it will ensure that the new, private ownership is at least

es broadly based as is the ownersgip of this radio station; any
narrower ownership would, I think, be a going back to the point

where the print media, through its ownership, represented only

one special interest group. And as the Reverend lir., Tennyson-

Palmer told DLeputy Prime Minister Hugh Shearer lasst Saturday,

"while all the capitalists, the money men and the investors were
welcome 'if they swing the pendulum too far in the direction of
capitalism end forget the poor unfortunates and they do not pay
attention to the individuel at the grassrgois ‘@nd your government

do nothing about it, Sir, it is going .to be the deathknell of

another government'." And the highly respected London Ecconomist

put the seme basic idea spelled. by the Rev. lr. Palmer in another

way when it wrote tnat/zggction victory of the JLP was not a victory
for the old order - 'Not yet. Not by a long way'. So the socislly
end economically beneficial pﬁ%rammes from the past regime will be
kept gnd where pescible be improved upon. And we have even heard,

one or two £
here and there, words of praise spoken by/membere of the new governmel
of something done by their predecessors. Lven the politically expedie:
electoral
/ myth that everything the other people did was bad, is being quietly

laid to r#sk. So things sre becoming clearer: the way ahead is much
more discernable than it was this time & month ago. And it is not

the wild swing to the right that some people hoped for and others
feared. But how long this pragmetic, middle-of-the-road, posture of
this present government lests will depend on three things:z}he flow
of foreign exchange, in the first instancetzgow productively it is

useé in the seccnd instance; and, perhaps most explssively of all,o~

vh how the government handles the twin problems of our massive unemploy-

ment and the shering of scarce beneftts- These last two cen either
unite or shotter +nm .« . =t o



1) Unease on the Labour Scene
2) Selling or Leasing of Hotels?
3) The @epgers of Anticipating

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadeast on Friday
November 28, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: It sounded and read like a very femiliar theme. The
Americen news wire service, the Associated Press, had circulated to
its hundreds of subscribers all over the United States as well as
~ to its subscribers in a number of foreign counfries, & news report
quoting Jemaica's Prime Minister Seaga as séying that Jamaica‘was

and export
more then ever counting on the production/of merijuana to help
bolster the country's economy. And ell Jemeicans who listened to
both the radio and the television rebrosdcest of the Ceaga interview ;
on the CBS/TV progremme Fece thé Nation, will know that this was a
distortion of what the Prime Minister said, The trouble is that
Jemaice hes, in recentoyesrs, become fair geme for this type of
distortion by the wire services, Giving us a bad press, interpreting
what our leaders say in as unfavourable alight as possible, had become‘
something of habit, And hebits die hard, especially carefully fostered
habits. ©So, although there is a general will now on the part of the
wire services and the North American news media to treat us more
fairly now that the so-cslled socialists are no longer in power, it
is likely to take & little time to break the old habit of knocking
Jamzica, 5o I suspect that the new government is going to have its
fair share of correcting false or unfair news reports about Jamaica,
One of the things the new government can svoid is the unnecessary
confusion which comes with too many peopie making too many statements

before finel decisions have been made. For instance, is the new

government really going to sell off the hotels which are now publicly



owned? Or is the government going to lease those hotels?I personally

do not see it as being in the Jamaicen national interest for this

or any other government to use taxpayers money to make any enterprise

viable and profifable and then, the moment that enterprise looks

like making a profit, +to sell it off for private groups to reap

that profit. Lon't forget, the reason why the previous government

acquired these hotels was because the private groups were not prepare(

jo stick by them in times of trouble and losses, Since the people

took the risk with these hotels, the people should be the main

long-term beneficiaries, So I for one, would prefer to see these

hotels leasd% not sold. but I do not think the government has really

had the time to make a policy decdsion on tais important and sensitiéi

matter., Indeed, there seem to be many things on which many people

and groups seem to be anticipating positicns end actions long before

decisions have been made on these matters. And this anticipation can

and often does lead to a kind of jumpiness, a kind of rashness of

word and deed, I think this is one reason for that sudden flurry of

unrest this week in the labour movement. It is as though people expec:

unpleasant things to happen and are making warning noises well in

advance, This is happening in sections of the media as well, Some

of the fears and concerns are almost tangible, The labour movement
from early on

wants the world to know/that it is not going to stand for having to

carry any lion's share of any burden of sacrfices in the interest of

economic recovery. So we have these stoppages and go-slows and absen te

eeism over matters that are not really of critical importance. It is

a warning, @ flexing of industrial muscle so that nobody is any doubt

sections of
about labour's intentions. And the unease in/the media is largely

an almost reflex recollection ©f What happened in the public media
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1) Restoring the Jamaican Image
2) 1Iwo Notable Speeches from the ‘Right'
3) Zimbabwe: Coming Mugabe-Nkomo Rift

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

November 24, 1980, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: The weekend news was, for most Jamaicans, largely
dominated by speech-making. There was this station's rebroadcast

of the American CBS~1IV programme 'Face the Nation' with Prime
Minister Seaga, One noteworthy imxsmxxisw quotation from that
perticuler interview was lr., Seaga's flat declaration, and now I
quote: "We have not defaulted on debt, and Jémaica has never in

its history defaulted on debt payments", After all that had gone
before +this was an essential truth that had to be stated in the
process of restoring the Jamaican image which had been given such

a terrible battering by Jemaicans themselves. And then there was
the Prime Minister's speech in Miami which went further with the
business of restoring the Jemaican image on which Americen investment
in Jamaica must be predicated. There were also two speeches made
locally that.are worthy of note. The genersl mansger of Kaiser
Bauxite, Mr., Id Coyne, on Friday told a meeting of the the Police
Co-operative Credit Union that, and now I quote: "In all of the talk
about foreign investment, foreign aid, grents, etc., it is somesimes
forgotten that this foreign investment is only one avenue for capital
formiation in the country, It sometimes is not realised that the
majority of capital formation for all types of investment purposes
usually tekes place within the confineé of the country's borderh,"
And then there was the other notworthy speech, perhgps the most

noteworthy, in terms of a highly successful and totally committed

private sector spokesman, gently warning the Jemaican private sector
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not to misread the meaning and nature of the political change
brought about by the October 30th elections. This was the speech
made , also on Fridey night, to the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce

by Ir. Robert West, head of a2 petroleum company and chairman of the
Executive Committee of Caribbean Central American Action. I quote
just one small paragreph to show the quality and the tenor of the
speech., After teliW%he business community of the opportunity and
challenge presented by the election results,he went on, and I quote:
"No one should be encoureged in the mistaken impression that increasg
influence for the business eector in a community's or & nation's
social or political life mesns turning baek the clock on social
progress or on legitimate public sector programmes serving the needs
of the under-privileged or of working men and women,.. Here in
Jemaice, you ere building on a mendste for responsible social

democ ratic action, not a blind turn to the political right."

‘nd please note that both these very enlightened speeches were made
by North American private sector spokesmen, not by Jamaican private
sector spokesmen. Let us hope that the entire Jamaican private
sector will note these truths and take note of this gentle warning.
And let them muis remembe:;:hat the mandate is for a comparatively
short time; five years in the first instance, with option to renew
or cencel, depending on performance. I hope, too, thaet the wilder
ones in our private sector will think carefully over Dr., West's
warning against what he calls the 'three strawmen'. Like it or not,
none of us, not even the private sector, can go back to the pre-1972
days. Our world has changed too much for that. And finally, and

very bréggly, we are beginning to see the first signs of important
geopoliticael picture in Southern Africa. The coming
chenges mf the

rift between Zimbabwe's Kobert Mugabe and Joshua Nkomo is.just the
+in of the iceberg: but more on that another time. Goodnight
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| ‘// Grat Power Politics, Ideological
i o/ Pluralism & the Third Vorld

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

November 26, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: We have been so preoccupied with our own affairs
lately thet we have tended to pay little attention to some very
important recent developments on the wider international scene.,

For instance there was that face-to-face meeting with American
President-elect Ronald Reagan which West German Chancellor Helmut
Schmidfengineered so cerefully and determinedly within the week
following the American elections., Officislly Mr, Schmmdty¢ was in
Washington to see lir, Certer: but the timing was superb. Mr, Reagan
was elso in Weshington., There were no arranged plans for Mr., Smhmidt
to see lr. Heagan. Mr. Reagan is not yet President and it would be
undiplomatic for a foreign head-=cf-state to meet formally with the
President—-elect while someone else still occupied the White House,
But Chancellor Schmidt just 'dropped in' on Nr. Reagan and they talkec
for well/ over en hour, When N¥r. Schmidt got back to West Germany
he made a very big thing about re-stating his commitment to detente
and to the SALT arms control process, And then he let out very casual-
ly that'he end lir., Reagan were in broad agreement on the importance
of tigﬁgisarmament process, This was a most significant straw in the
political wind., Mr. Reagan's caempaign rhetoric had sounded like

the death-knell of the SALT process by which the United States and
the Soviet Union had worked out a step-by—ste;;ﬁzsgogggining the
arms race and the military build-up by the two super-powers. Now,

suddenly, and by way of the apparently off-hand remark of the West

German Chancellor, the threat of an arms race between the super
powers seemed to have been defused. And American moderate Republican
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Senator Charles Percy, who is bound to play a dominant role in the
new Republican controlled Senate when lr, Reagan takes office in
Jenuary, is in the Soviet Union right now and has been given the
red carpet treatment, including a lengthy meeting with Soviet
President Brezhnev. And you can be sure that ways of trying th get
the SALT negotiations back on the rails was high among the matters
discussed., The big point is that xk® both the superpowers and their
friends and allies in both East and West Europe know that the alter-
native to detente is the steady march to a nuclear war that neither
side wants, The Europearn in particular have had the bitter experienc:
of two world wars being fought on their lands in this one century
alone, and they do not want a third one which is almost certain +to
be fought with nuclear weapons. And Japan is the only nation on earth
which has experienced the devastation brought by nuclear weapons. So
the will to peace and detente and the SALT process is very strong
indeed., And this, of course means that, like it or not, the super-
powers and their allies are going to have to accept the reality of
. ol
ideological pluralism, of different and differing social and politice
and economic systems having to co-exist for the sake of peace. The
problem for the Third world in all this, the problem for the so-calle¢
cliest state in all this, is that each of the power groupings will
Todl feagt mawioin g Treiglh & pewti of ton eSition i o worll . So

want|to impose their forms of conformity on the rest of us. The

e wwﬁ-alis ;
Americens will want“to impose their anti-communism on their client

aid| ey Sivegales
states; the Russians/will want to impose their anti-capitalism on
their client states. So, in the context of detente, the Third World
i Swvrgales teu ke

becomes the alternative arenak?f so-called 'peaceful conflict' betwemn

- it thesy o
the superpowers;w%#h[iittle or no room t®e®® for ideological pluralism

And this, of course, is the eé%nce‘of,paternalism, off{do as I say not
as I dob Only China, still the wildLjoﬁer in the pack, misses this
point and calls for a worldwide crusade against the Soviets, Goodnight



1) The Tensions Continue to Ease
2) The Dangers of Over-Optimism & High Expectations
3) The Warmington Storm in a Teacup

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
November 21, 1980, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: The best and most welcome news of the week continues
to be the scaling-down of the gun violence and the relative easing
of the politicel tensions in the society. We must hope that these
trends will continue and grow stronger. Our political leaders and
our opinion makers of all parties and all persuasions have a grave
responsibility to help nurse these trends along if Jsmaica is ever
to regain the state of pma comparative peace and order which existed
before the politics of polarisation, of 'us' and 'them' took over
and tore the house apart. And no one side can restore that state

of peace and order and goodwill all by itself., So the challenge is
to create a2 climate in which all sides will want to work together.
And for this to begin there must be 2 real end to the ugliness of
2ll the nasty words and deeds: an end to the aggressive boastiness
of the winners and the bitter resentsments of the &%aﬁz;gn And
perhaps one of the most worrying dangers the society faces right now
is the extraordinarily high level of expectation that has been
unleashed among JLP supporters. There are lerge numbers of people,
espefially young people, who seem to really believe that the new
government can perform some sort of mirecle by which all the country'
problems will be solved in a comparatively short time: there will be
money; there will be jobs; there will be Jjoy; everything will be
better. Well, it is not going to be as eesy as that, For at least

the next two or three years,axmzad the way ahead is going to be as

economically rough and difficult as have been the last three years,
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Prices are not suddenly going to come down; there is not suddenly
going to be a2 rash of new jobs. And whether we do in fact generate
new jobs is not going to depend on party loyalty or on any one man's
ability or on the abilities of any one group of men, The entire
nation must either come to grips with its problems or those problems
will as surely overwhelm the new government as they overwhalmed the
past government. Somewhere along the line, somehow, the very high
expectations of the JLP supporters in particular will have to be
lowered to very much more realistic levels. This is one of the
trickier problems facing the JLP and the government that party now
forms, When it was in opposition some/niiﬁtz spokesmen sneered
scornfully at what they called 'monkey money' when the Bank of Jamaic:
printed money to smpxmxt provide budget support for the previous
government, Now, a JLP government is forced to resort to this same
so-called 'monkey money' support for the rest of this fiscal year.
It is of course blaming its having to do this on the psst government,
That is fair enough in partisan political terms. But who will it
blame if, & year or two down the rqed, it has to again resort to this
kind of budget support? And if it is forced to increase petrol
prices next year, will one of its affiliatggﬁigage a petrol price

e ar vy tudey oksS workers of the
strike?[@nd finally, @ brief word on Mr. Warmington and the/cotton
plant in Old Harbour. Political realists of all parties know that

workers who are unionised, especially those who are members of our

e Q:S’thf-‘;'
two major trade unions, are least likely to beLyic imised. No group

of NWU or BITU workgys, o8, Rendd&tintsfdull 8% Pe¥. Y- Yormington’s
letter appesred to try to./So the outcome to this little bit of

political shadow-boxing was a foregone conclusion from 4hnLo tset,
The big play in some sections of the(media suggests either ignorance

of this political reality or else a public relations snow job

Goodnight,



j/i) Opening of New Parlisment
/' 2) Back to the IMF
3) Caristmas Work
4) Unemployment, Politiecs, Scaree Benefits

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

November 19, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Yesterday's opening of the new Parliament following

on last monthés elections and the change of government, turned out

to be more than just a ceremonial swearing-in affair. Prime Minisfer

Seaga used the occasion to report on developments since the election

and $0o give some indications of the directions in which the new

government proposes to move., The problem of foreign exchange continue

to be the most pressing: and this is how I think it is going to be

and earning

for very many years to come. And the finding/of foreign exchange,

and the using and the conserving of foreign exehange are going to

remain major praorities for many years to come. How these are handled

will, inevitably détermine much of the future development of Jamaica.

We cannot borrow our troubles away. There is only virtue in borrowing
Foreign exchange

if what is borrowed is used to ewrn/our/troubles away., The Prime

Minister indiecated thaet Jemaica was returning to the International

Monetary Fund to seek an acceptable agreement for this kind of

foreign exchange support. 1 think it is very likely that we will in

fact be able to get better terms from the IMF than the previous

government received. And part c¢f the reason for this is the very hard

campaign conducted by the previous government, in common with other

Third World countries, againyﬁhe former rather rigid IMF conditions.

In this sense the present government might well turn out to be the

beneficiary of the struggles of its predecessor, which is as it shoul«

be in our brand of politics., But this is one that is still shead of
us and even with the best of loan conditions in the world it is stil:
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going to be up to the Jemaican people to ensure that every dollar

of foreign exchange borrowed is used productively to enlarge our
foreign exchange resources and so}garn our troubles away. If we
don't do this then, nc matter how good our credit rating, we will
just be digging another great big economic hole for us to drop into

a few years from now. On the domestic short-term employment scene
the Prime Minister said that $5.4-million (the same a&s for last year)
would be spent to provide some 67,000 jobs es Christmes work. The
money weculd be allocated equally among members of Parlisment and
councillors irrespective of par®y. This of course means that the
party with the greatest rumber of elected members will end up getting
the greatest total amount of money., The last time around, thanks to
their numbers, the PNP got the lion&s share of the money. This time
around, thanks to their numbeps again, the JLP will get the lion's
share and so JLP supporters will get most of those 67,000 Christmas
jobs., Like it or not, this is how it is because it is part of our
benefit politics., One sad thing is that this Christmas work will be
for only two weeks for each person; another sad thing is that it is
not enough to really scratch the surface of our acute unemplgyment
problem, And it really is nonsense to talk about everybody's right

to a job when over 300,000 workers, or just about one-third of the
labour force, is unemployed, FEven if you put politicel victimisation
aside there can be no equal rights and justice in such a¢ situation.
Unemployment is, in itself, the worst kind of victimisation that can
be inflicted on any person who wants to work: bringing politics into
it only compounds it. Perhaps the new government will try to persuade
employers and the labour movement to think again about a more equitabl
sharing of the available jobs bwt cutting out overtime, bringing back
the shift system and reducing the work week to three days for onne
worker so that a now-unemployed one could have two days' work. This

rather than the mapibulation of scarce benefits may be the safest
short-term answer to the problem of unemployment., Goodnight
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Ceribbean Polities & the Swing
To the Hight

NEWS COMMENTARY -7

For broadcast on Mond
November 17, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: A CANA-Reuter wire report out of New York datelined
yesterday and carried in one of our morning pepers today quotes
Prime Minister Idwerd Seaga as saying, 2nd now I quote: "If Castro
wants to be accepted in this region, then he must be able to prove
his credentials by not exporting revolution or 1deoldgy". A couple
of weeks earlier, following on the results of the Jamaican general
elections and, a few days later, the Americen Presidential elections,
Barbados Prime Minister Tom Adsms hed declared that Grenada Prime
Minister Veurice Bishop hed to prove that he had the support of

the people of Grenada by calling elections otherwise he would lose
support in the Ceribbean community. These two declarations, the

one from Barbados _and the other from Jemaica, and both directed
against leftwing wregimes, are & clear indication of the swing of

the political pendulum in the région: and the swing is strongly to
the right, though it is still too early to tell jmxx at just what
point on the right the swing will settle. For instance in that same
Cana-Reuter report Nr. Ceaga is quoted as saying about WNr. Ronald
Reagan's far rightwing views, and again I quote: ..."I've head
enough experience in 20 yeers of politicel life to know tunat people
usually take far stronger positions in a campaign than they would

be likely to take when they get into office". ©So it is early days
yet to try and assess juxx at just what point the swing in the
regional political pendulum will come to 4use before beginning the

as as 11
swing bsck. Vhat is important the long~verm as well as
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short-term interests of their countries are concerned, is that
neither ¥r. Adams nor lNr. Seaga get themselves locked into hard-

line ideological positions from which they cennot retreat. Both Nr.
Seage and Mr. Adems clearly see their countries' best economic
interests being served by closer and much more cordial links with

the United States and United Ctates business interests. Feir enough.
And the statements by both can be seen as clear signals to the United
Stetes that this is how things now are and that this is how they went
things to be from here on. 2Again fair enough. But the United States
these days is only one, albeit the most powerful of the power centres
in this paert of the world. Venezuela is snother power centre.

Mexico is yet another. Both Mexico &nd Venezuela will grow in
importance 2s power centres _g2s the world need for o0il becomes more
acute. Indeed, even the sreat United States is becoming increasingly
dependent on Mexican amnd Venezuelen oil es war, instability and
turmoil make the fleow of eil from the Middle East less and less
reliable with each.passing week. So, while sending signals to the
United States is importent it is equally if not more important that
those signals be not misread or misunderssood by the other power
centres in the region, by Mexico, by Venezuela and 2 host of others,
So who is to determine whether or not Cuba is accepte@fg in this
region? Even before the discovery of her oil wealth and the great
political muscle that goes with it, Mexico was absolutely clear on
Cuba's rights and Cuba's soveriegnty in the region. And neither
Venezuela nor Mexico are leftist regimes supporting the fomenting of
revolution. What neither of them wil%4toiérate, and they have made
this very clear, 1§7§ort of North American 'Big Stick' diplomacy
being instroduced or reintroduced into the region’ As for SpReay:

ftwing communism
g fun ntelism is es much en ideology @8 le
EiéhEWiE§“ 1ngifﬁn i jena? QGoodnight
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1) New Government in Plsce

2) The Seizure of the 27 MIlés

3) The Cells for Unity & the Settling
of Old Scores

NEWS COMMERNTARY
For broasdcast oh Friday
November 14, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: 1Iwo welcome notes on which to end this week. First,
there was yesterdsy's seizure by the police of those 27 K16 eutomati
rifles and that vast quantity of ammnaniiéon., This was a wonderful
piece of work on the part of the police and they have esrned all

the praise they received for it. A few more such big hauls would

be very welcome if only as a signal that, the security forces are
getting on top of the problem of the guns in the society. The hard-
pressed Jemaican community needs & few morale-boosting victories of
this kind in the fight ageinst gun violence. The other welcome note
is, of course, the completion of tue business of the making of the
new government. There dis mueh to be done 4o the sooner the new
government was in place and on the job the sooner would they begin

to tackle the preblems. Now that government is in place,amExixexcept
for a few minor details, end it turns out to be rather bigger than
some observers hed thought or hoped it would be. There are 15 senior
Cebinet Ministers, eleven Junior Kinisters., That is exactly half?ihe
number of parlismentery seats the governing party holds in the House.
So it is very bggf government indeed. When the Perliamentsry
Secretrries are appointed the Ministers, Junior NMinisters and
Parliementary Secrelaries will outnumber the bsckbenchers on the
government side. This was a situation we had in the previous govern-
ment anq/gizgid not make for a good and efficient machine then; it

would be interesting to see what size does this time sround, especiall

es there are likely to be very strong pressures for cutting back on



government spending. And, usually, big governments anywhere, have
meant big government spending. This mey very well turn out to be
one of the first and esriiest tests for the tight menagement people
expect of the Seaga Government. Another likely early testing point
may well be which of the programmes of the previous aduinistration
to cerry over and continue, and which to abandon. Here, I think,

ergument is bound to centre arocund the so-called 'social programmes’'

such as the Impact amd Youth Imployment progrsmmes, which have all

too often been perceived end used as social welfare programmes.

all
There are those who feel thet these programmes 8hould/be scrapped
economic
in fevour of a straightforward hard drive for the/prosperity based

so-called
on free enterprise and the/market system. These people, or some of

them, often pose the choices in ‘'either-or' terms: it is either
continued social progremmes or the free market system, It is, of
course, &lso possible to have 'sociel propgrammes' which are highly
productive and highly profitable. 1 think, for instance, of that
very successful nursery and tree growing programme up in Clydesdale
where Impact workers were also very productive workers. The point

is that productivity and enlargémg the wealth of the nation and so-
called 'social programmes' are not necessarily mutually exclusive.
It is 2ll a matter of how these things are mensged, of tne states of
mind engendered among those who work on these progrsmmes. And,
looking at the people who make up the new Cmbinet, I do not, myself,
see this new government wanting to do a sort of clean sweep and
scerp all the social programmes. ‘hat is much more likely is a
careful and sensitive review to identify those programmes which are
or which have the potential for being productive or viable and

separete these from the straight povk-barrel business. The thing to

guerd against here is not to settle old scores or just ch
an thz
the identity of those who can dip in the barrel gnndniahfge e



1) A Noticeable Essing in Violence
2) Clean-up and Threat of Victimisation
3) The Economic Prospects

hd

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday |
November 12, 1980, 6.10p.m i P
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\

_
Good evening: The first signs of an easing of the political tensions
and of the wholesale slaughter that went with those tensions are
just starting to show a little.¢It is not very much; not even any-
thing that you can quantify as yet; but the mood in the society
does seem to be one of easement. And that, after all Jesmaicans have
been through in this year alone, is something to welcome. Some of
the damage and some of the wounds and some of the hurts have gone
very deep end the healing process is going to take a very long time
in some instences. After ally, somewhere in the region of 700 lives
are reported to have been snuffed out in politically-related violence
in this one year alone; people have been driven from their homes;
there has been irrepermble damage to property. These are not things
we can just put behind us and forget because the elections are over.
I, for one, would dike to hope that the new government through its
Ministry of Social Security would take a searching look at some of
the hurt and damage done to many families and many households and
try to help to rebabilitate t.ose who need help most. Whet many
Jamaicans suffered during the course ¢f the destructive and brutal
gnd ugly election campaign which is now behind us had some of the
charactesistics of a natural disaster - only this one was made by
of we deal i a® oo dis .
man, LThis, I suggest, would be one small way of trying to heal the

) divided
woutds end bring the/kamzz house together agann., The trouble is

that we are already beginning to see the first signs of the old

business of the 'ins' and the 'outs® which is one of the oldest
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our
and most persistent symptoms of both our political and/economic

state of poverty. All past Jamaican governments, without exceptioh,ﬁ
to some degree or another

have/played this game of the 'ins' and the 'outs', not because of |

malice necessarily, but because there was never enough to go around

for everybody. So every time there was a change of government the

winners pushed out the losers and took unto themselves and their

S—

supporters the lion's share of what was available in patronage and
jobs and other scarce benefits, Kingston's Mayor Arthur Jones
yesterday protested publicly against the threat of this business
of the 'ins' and the 'outs' being applied to the jobs of the present
KBAC employees., This is a very difficult one indeed. And the greater
the unemployment and the greater the scarcities the harder it is for
any newly eleeted government to resist the pressures from its £
supporters demanding that it is their time now., Previous administrat
ions have tried to deal with this problem, :;§;§:iled or succeeded
only partially. The JLP under Bustamante succeeded partially with
its forty-forty-twenty formula: but that one discriminated against
the majority of workers in the society who supported neither party
nor major trade umion., Mr. Lynden Newlend's N.I1.S. which was the
start of social security was one of the few unqualified successes on
which both parties can build regardless of who is in or out of power;
end so is the National Housing Trust, unless its present wharacter

is grossly changed and distorted, But it is at the leveél of the
central and local government bamamucracy, and not only at sensitive
policy, j&z;s, that the problem of the 'ins' and 'outs' and who gets
theZﬁobs is most acute. And the present bleak economic prospects and
high unemployment domx not make it any easier to tackle this most

difficult and most humen of all Jemaica's problems. Goodnight



£1j2§/ 2) The International scene:
& / 4) Zimbabwe; b) Poland;
— ¢) African oil; d) Human Rights review

; 1) A Note on Transitions

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadecast on Monday
November 10, 1980, 6.10p.m
Good evening: Today merkedthe first full working day for the
Canbinet Ministers of Jamaica's new government which was swept to
power & scaent eleven days ago. So the transition from a PNP to a
BLP administration can be said to be complete in all its key
essentials; and the process was relatively quick and smooth. In
contrast, the transition from one administration to the next in the
United States is a very long drawn-out affair. Ine American voters
went to the pells just five days after the Jamaican voters did so,
yet the transition period will drag out from now until January 20th
of next yeard when the new President is sworn in and then forms his
new administration. ©So, in the case of the United States you have
this long gap of nearly three months between kr. Reagan winning the
election and thenm being installed as President. And between now

of mnext year
and Jenuary 20th/the defeated Mr. Jimmy Carter is still, Constit-—
utionally,the President of the United States, It is an odd and
ironic and in some ways a cruel situation in which to place a man,
The power has passed from him: he knows it and all the world knows
it; and yet he has to go through with being the so-called *lame
Duck' President for nearly three months: a m::}girrounded by all
the pomp and ceremony of the Presidency of one of the two most
powerful nations on eerth, but without the substance of power, It
seems to me that our system, the parlismentary system that we

inherited from the British, is so much kinder to the losers. lir.

Manley lost on Thursdey October 30th 2nd Mr. Seaga took over on



Friday October 31lst, and ten days later the new Cabinet was at
work. One of the worrying things about the long drawn-out American
transition is how a 'lame duck' President would cope 1if there

some quick
were Z sudden international crisis requiring swift decision and Py
action, Would he, for instance, first consult wikh the incoming
President-elect before pushing that button in response to an attack,
a nuclear attack perhaps? Vould he, in light of his electoral defeat
feel that he has the authority to take drastic action? Would he,
stripped basically of the real powers of the  Preésidency, have the
nerve? I hope the Americans do something about the iength of their
period of transition before any lame dueck President is forced to
face these challenges. Another point of contrast between our election
and theirs was the voter turn=outs ‘Something over 80% of the Jamﬂgéh
electorate voted and so the JIPR's manddde, like it or not, is a
mandate from & very clear and sharp majority of the Jamaicen electorS.
52% of the Americam.electorate went to the polls. 48% of those entitle
d to did not votes, So Mr. Reagan's 51% of the poll is 31% of only
that 52% who ‘went to the polls. In other words, for all the talk

a little

about & lendslide victory, only/akamx over a quarter of the total
Armerican electorate voter leagan into power. And that is not a healthy
thing for any democracy. On the international scene, Zimbabwe is in
the news with internal friction and brewing disenchantment between
herself and Eritain and the West. The Polish workers have worked out
en acceptable compromise with their communist government. The African
OPEC o0il producers look like exerting a little oil 'muscle' against
thelr Western customers. And a meeting convenes in Madrid tomorrow

to review the Helsinki Agreement on Human Rights which was signed

five years ago by East, West and Non-Aligned countries. Because each
side hes tried to use thls A cement @5 @ stick with which to beat the

anthaoar +hore hea hoorm 153 ++ §rvnnnn 4m hnnman 4 ohta anvwhere Ooaondnis oh



1) The First Week: A Holding Position
2) hHeagan & Letente: A Soviet Response

NEWS COMMENTARY A
For broadcast on Friday ( Ci}//
November T, 1980, 6.10p.m \ ?

Good evening: The first full week under#ginew JLP regime is drawing
to its close, and so far nothing really startling or dramatic or
unexpected hac come to pass, Prime Minister Seaga today completed
the putting together of his Cebinet and next week should see the
real start of business by the new administration with its massive
electoral parliamentary mejority. The nation,.generally speaking,
is in a holding position, waiting and watehing to see what unfolds
and how, And nowhere is this waiting and watching more sharply
concentrated at this moment than on what is going on about the West
St. Andrew perliamentary seate, How this particular matter is
hendled may well be of great importance in the difficult business of
bringing peace among ‘the embattled political factions. It is always
easier for a man to aecept defeat if he is satisfied that he was
beaten fair and square, And the need to bring peace among our
embattled political factions continues to be the single most urgent
problem we face. The Jemaica Council of Churches earlier this

week expressed its grave concern about the present state of the nation
It said, and I quote: "If the society is to be saved from further
bloodshed and to continue its development there must be genuine
reconciliation among the society". And Prime Minister Seaga yester-
dey called on JLP supporters to refrain from inigiaiing or taking

in any act which may lead to incidents of violence or to the

harassment of PNP supporters. And he called on PNP supporters to

show respect for the democratic process by 2ccepting the decision of

the voters. If the society will heed these two calls, the one from
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the Jamaica Council of Churches, and the other from the new Jamaican
Prime Minister, then we may indeed begin the important process of
reconciliation. And the beginning of reconciliation, I think, is
to let all Jamaicans, friends and foes, winners and losers, know
in both deeds and words that they really are all equal under the law,
are subject to all the

/all equally entitled +to everyone of the rights and/responsibilities
enshrined in the Jemaican Constitution. Unless we do this, we can
talk peace and reconciliation until we are blue in the face and
thé divisions and the violence and the bitterness will continue,
I suggest that much of the waiting and watching is to see how the
new government begins the process of reconciliestion., And then there
is the very hard problem of the guns, Heaven knows how many guns,
some of them very sophisticated, have been brought into the country
gince the start of this yeer alomeé. It is not going to be?Zasy to
get all those guns under control as it was to let them loose in
the first place. In this sense we have, for basically political
reasons, sown the wind, and we are now reaping the whirlwind. Bring-
ing this monster under control is going po be long and hard and the
greatest denger it poses is the threa%lﬁt;human rights in the
persuit of netional security. We must have peasce: but we must also
have equity and justice. And finally and briefly, a2 word about what
is perheps the most werrying consequence of that other electoral
landsgede electoral victory to the north. In & speech in Moscow's
Red Square honouring the Cctober 1917 Revolution which saw the birth
of the Soviet Union some 63 years ago, the Commander-in-Chief of the

Soviet armed forces declared that the Soviet Union would not allow

the United States to gain nuclear military superioriV%y over it. This

was tpe cniliing response to Mr. Ronald Reagan's pre-election
repudiation of what had been achieved thus far in the SALT 11 negot-

iations between the U.S. and the USSR It could[start a new arms
race and a new Cold Wer. Goodnigcht Qiannl‘, \4



/ C:}’ Reagan's Victory Shatters

(“///f/ékl Democratic Coalition

NEWS COMMENTARY )

For broadcast pn Wednesday

November 5, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Ulr. Ronald Reagan's massive landslide victory over

President Jimmy Carter in yesterday's U.S. Presidential elections

has tended 1o over-shadow and so to obscure the vestly more important

and serious long-term setback suffered by the Lemocratic Party as a

whole in yesterday's voting. For the first time ih more than a
yesterday

generation the Demdcratic Party/lost control of the U.S. Senate.

Buring all the Nixon years and the Gerald Ford years in the Presidency

the U.S. Senate was controlled by Democrats, And this was so in the

years when Democrats like Lyndon Johnson and John Kennedy before him

sat in the White House., The U.S¢ Senate was controlled Jy the

Democrats., Democrats controlled the key Committees which determined

what Presidential plans and policies received smooth passgge through

the legislature and what plans and policies were turned back or

held up. 5o the President, be he Democrat or Hepublican, depended and

still depends greatly on the Senate (and on the House of Represent-

atives as well, of course) though to a very slightly lesser extent)

to have his programmes and poiicies passed andput into prgctice.

Anytime a Democratic Senate was bitterly opposed to eny Presidential

policy the chances of that policy going through were reduced to

aimost nothing., HBEntil yesterday's voting that enormous power of

control and influence over the actions of a President was controlled

by the Democratic Party through its majorities in both the Senate and

the ﬁouse of Hepresentatives, ZEerly today the Kepublicens had won

S 506
encugh Senate seats from the lemocratszs to take[pontrol of the
Senate., And the vast power®S that go with the chairmanships of all



those key Senate Committees like the Weays and Means, the Appropriat-
ions, the Foreign Relations, the Armed Service Committees will now
pass from Democratic into Republican hands. And some of the men who
had grown powerful and renown all over the world because of their
chairmenship of sueh committees went down in yesterday's Carter
collapse. Senator Frank Church is onersuch. The Democrats still

have & majority in the House of Representatives but the Republicans
have made massive inroads on that majority and all the indications
suggest that in the 1982 mid-term elections the Republicans will

win a majority there too and so take control"of both houses of the
American Congress., And this, more than Jjust the defeat of Jimmy
Carter, is the true measure of the defeat suffered by the Democratic
Party as a whole in yesterdey's election., And there is one small

but particularly bitter note over which Democrats are not likely to
ever forgive Jimmy Cartery, and it is this: when Carter made his
speech concedding victory to heagan very early lest night, the

polls had not yet elosed in some parts of thdrvast country. So many
Democrats, standing in line to cast their votes for their party and
its candidates were shicked and dismayed to hear the President say

it was all over: reports are that very many just walked away and did.
not bother to vote. Was it clumsiness and the inepgﬁﬁif that they say
caused the loss of confidence of the American people% Or was it
something else? VWhatever it was, history will show that the Democrat-
ic coalition fashioﬁbby Franklin Roosevelt during the Great Depressior
and consisting of liberals, the blacks, Hispanics, the labour move-
ment, the old and all other disadvantaged minorities, was finally

n

shattered in 1980 when both the Presidency and the Congress were
captured by rightwing Hepublicans anJT%he American voters themselves

appeared to move SP8rply to the right* Goodnight,



1) The First Weekend
2) Americans Vote Tomorrow

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on lMonday
November 3, 1980, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The beginning of the first week of November also
sees the beginning of the life of 2 new Government of Jamaica and
it is the duty and the repponsibility of all Jamaicans, supporters
and opponents alike, to give the new government a fair and reason-
able chance to get going with what we all agree is a formidable
task., So let there be a halt to the killings and the burnings and
the looting and the destruction of propertys: . let there be an end
and the nastiness
to the terror tactics and the intimidation/which have been such an
ugly feature of the election campaign gnd which has carried over to
the happenings of this past weekend, Unless these things are
stopped the formidable task which lies ahead of Jemaica will be that
much more difficult to deél with and all Jemaicas - JLP, PNP and No-P
- will suffer together. We have already hurt the Jamaican pélitical
process deeply and grievously by the strains and pressures we placed
on it in refent years, ILet us not hurt it to the point of death, to
the point of being replaced by a different political process., The
Jemaican Constitution provides for the peaceful resclution 6} all
our problems and difficulties and for the holding and expressing
and persuing ofa wide range of differing views and interests within
the framework cf the rule of law, We have tested and strained that
constitution and the system under it to their utmost limits in
recent months, Now the elections are over let us return to the ways
of ﬁhe Constitution and to political peece based on respect for all

Jamaicans of all perties and of no parties., Next, tomorrow is Plling

Day in the United State Presidential elections and the outcome of



that one will be followed with even greater interest and concern
by the outside world than was our election of last Thursday. But
in demestic political terms the choices for the American voters are
not quite as sharp as in our case. Whether Mr. Carter or Mr. Reagan
wins the United States will still persue a capitalist free enterprise
economic path., The differnces, such as they are, are differences
of method and style and the American public's perception of which
man is likely to do the job better. The Democratic Party is traditio
ally more 'liberal' than the Republican Party; it is more concerned
about social welfare programmes than is the Republican Party. And
so<$ﬁ§t Democrats have always had the support of minorities like the
blacks, the Hispanics, the labour movement and women's groups; whide
both big and small
the Republicans have always had the support of/business, the big
farmers and the uppef income groups generally. But this year the
state of the American economy is such a major issueg that the traditor
al alliances of the past could easily be upset. The present unemploy
ment may see large numﬁers of angry and worried workers deserting
the Democrats because the rise in unemployment took place when a
Democrat was Presidené. Similarly, the blacks who last time out gave
Prewident Carter a solid 90% on the entire black vote, are hurting
badly because they carry the heaviest share of the unemployment burden
S0 they may express their anger by not voting in the same larg umbé
The real question is wh\her Irmyxspexikeagan these frustrated groups
see Recagan as doing any better than Carter, Where the differences
between Carter and Reagan are much more real is in the area of foreign
policy. Reagan would, for instance, take a tougher anti-Soviet, anti-

communist liﬂé'and give more overt support to South Africa. The fear

in both the U£S. and other parts of the world is that Reagan's foreign

policy could lead to a return of Cold War politics with its threat
of nuclear confrontation. These areithe key issues on which the
American people go to the polls tomorrow, Goodnight
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The JLP Mic ry

NEWS COMMEN TARY ////
For broadcast on Friday
October 31, 1980, 6.10p.m
Good evening: ©So it is all over bar the shouting - for the next
five years, that is - and the qgmaica Labour Perty is now firmly
in power. The size and sweep of the JLP victory in yesterday's
voting must have come as aomething of a surprise to even its most
ardent supporters: it was complete and decisive and the swing to
the JLP was massive and islandwide; and it ineluded workers, farmers
and the youth., It was a dramatic and striking reversal of what
happened in the 1976 Gmneral Elections when the PNP made an equally
dramatic clean sweep. Inh 1976 the PNP2. won 47 of the 60 seats amix
with 56,77# of the popular wote. The JLP then won only 13 seats
with 43.23% of the popular vote., Yesterday it was the other way
around, only a little more so. So, in the short space of four years
- between 1976 and yesterday - the Jemsican electorate, or a big
majority of it, seems to have completely changed its mind. But has
it in feact changed its mind? Over the next few days and weeks we
are likely to have all sorts of interpedésasnens of what happened

majority of the
yesterday and of why the/Jemaican electorate turned ageinst the
PNP, and the reasons asre indeed many and deserve to be explored.
But I think one basic over-riding reeson which connects the results
of this election with those of 1976 and 1972 and 1967 and 1962 and
even further back is the simple fact of the pragmatism of the
Jamaicen electorate. OUn the basis of what zmamx they see as importan!
from one election to the other, a large body of Jamaican voters are

s if necessary,
prepared to ignore/traditional party loyalities and come together

to turn a government out of office. They have done this again and
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again in elections over the years. They did it in 1972 and they did
it again yesterday. And they did it for the basicall§y pragmatic
reason that they were not satisfied with the performance of those
whom they turned out, and so they gave the other lot a chance to
show if they could do better. They gave the present PNP its chance
in 1972 and even though things were rough and herd by 1976, they gave
it another chance but by yesterday their dissatisfaction was clear
and sharp and showed in their voting. And I think that basically
this dissatisfaction =Xsnm=s was/hg:iﬁ threé key areas of national
life, PFirst there was violence and lawlessness. The government formec
by the PNP in 1976 had a very big mandate indeed and should logiweallj
much of x%
have been able to deal with the crime and violence. The fact that/it
politically manipulated
was/pEXxxtkexx violence only added. to the necessity for firm handling.
The very clear absence of this firm handling, especially over the
pest twelve months or so was, I think, a decisive factor in the voter
swing against the PNP, Angother critical factor, I think, was the
growing unemployment, We heve alwgys had high levels of unemployment
but not on this scale and not without hope of there being a §§§7§ﬂ§
at least some, esSpecially among the young and school leavers, Here
again, things were getting worse rather than better. And it is hard
for people to make sacrifices unless they see some end in sight., So
I think it was a perception of failure more than almost any other
factor that decided the electorate. And this of course means that if,
after being given & chance to show what they can do, the new govern-
ment does not perform to the satisfaction of the voters, then,

promises or no, they too will be turned out, as they have been in the

past, So the seedd of a coming change of government has already been

planted as the new one takes office, And that is one of the best

ion, dnight
things to come out of this murderous and ugly election, Goo &
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Some Election Eve Notes )

/ ;7:1// ,
NEWS COMMEN TARY k/ .

For broadcast on Wednesday
October 29, 1980, 6.10p.m
Good evening: Tomorrow is polling day; and so the ugliest, nastiest
and most murderous election campaign in modern Jesmaican history comes
to an end tonight., I think we will, 21l of us, long remember the
savagery and brutality of this campaign in both words and deeds; and
the nastiness and dishonesties to which people who in normal gixmEmmxt
circumstances would regard themselves and would be regarded by others
for power
as decent and honourable and honest have descended: the lust/and
the struggle for power have been rew and naked and vicious, And how
we move away from all this, after tomorrow's voting, is the hard
challenge that will face all thoSe of us who intend to remain here
no maetter what the outcome, I do not think myself that the healing
process, the bringing together of the divided house, is going to be
quick and
gquick or easy. I think those who suggest that it is going to be /
pre-election
easy are trying to.perpetrate their last/fimax deception on the
Jamaicen people. The way ahead is going to be rough and hard, whateve:
the outcome. And this brings us to the policy differences between the
two parties which have come out in spite of all the heavy and high-
priced end mxxx at times nasty propagnade. The first and most
important of these differnces between the two parties is how we are
to chart that rough and hard way ahead. The JLP implicitly offers
the Jamaican electorate a return to the IMF route. Tueir manifesto
does not say so outright but a careful reading of it makes it clear
that the IMF route is the JLP's solution to our foreign exchange

problem., Jemaicans have had recent and bitter experience with the

IMP route so there is no need to spell out the implications of that
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route with its devaluations, price increases and wage restraints,
The PKP, on the othed hand, has tried xxxmi® the IMF route with
conseguences which are familiar to all of us, and then rejected that
route. The PNP's alternative is to seek foreign exchange support
Eoshd Wast :
from a wide variety of sources,L}ncluding the important new economic
giants within the region, Venezuela and Mexico, as well as 4 the
do
OPEC powers and those Westerb European countries who/axm not feel
bound to lend only where the IMF gives its approval. These other
sources will of course lay down conditions for lending but they are
most unlikely to want to dictate Jeamaicg's internal domestic policy
Aegh Pelicd be tween
Lin the detailed way of the INMPF. So there is the clear choice/mf the
IMF or non-INF route in our search for foreign exchange. And since

b

foreign policy and foreign exchange are inter-related it is ¢ eqf
that under an IMF regime our foreign policy would essentially/be that

of a client-state of the United States. Our relations with other
countrig:Lyoégﬁ have to be adjusted to that fact. Our Non-Aligneent
would shift to becomesimilar to the non-eligment of such countries
as Singapore and Maiaysia in #sia and Kenya and Zaire in Africa.
Kelations with the Soviet Union, Cuba and Eastern LEurope would be
sharply reduced or expressed in a token form. This woulilead, almost
inevitably, to a2 reduction of the trade we (do with these countries
economic
add so to greater/dependence on the United States. Economic poliey,
economic decisions, will increasingly shift from public sector contro.
to private sector control. ©So here, too, there are very clear choice:
to be made. And the essence of the choice really boils down to the

question of who should control our economic and foreign policy

direbtions_gnd in whose igge{est fgcg controls should be exercised,
sides ir p cies are :
In Yoth/gR3¢8,#hgxclain igyJantxidadifxin the JamaicB/BALPREL. The

PRABEx£RExFRAx21eeEoR2ERxkaxeidextonprrswx Jemaican electors will
tomorrow decide which they really wag&agigaﬁe end love. Goodnight



C}>;;// The Nature of This Election
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NEWS COMMEN TAR
For broacast on Monday
October 27, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: With just three days to go the very nature of this
election iQ now 2 major, if not the major, election issueg. And e
dominant feature of this election cempeign is the use of the political
gun, Political terrorism is part of the election campaign. And

each side points the finger a2t the otker, sometimes with a brazen-ness
eand shamelessness that is breath~taking in its revelation of the
level of contempt some politicians have for the intelligence of the
Jamaican electorate, They tell eny lie, no matter how preposterous,
to trycggg gggiiggggiame for their wvioclence on their opponents, And
so we have kmmm/close to the =reality of Ceorge Orwell's vidion of
1984 with its Newspeak and @floublethink in which words and actions
take on eny meaning that the manipuletors of the political process
and of ideas went them to have, They will try to convince you that

a man chopped off his own arm or his own foot as part of a sinister
plot to frame them, And the next step would probably be to tell you
that someone shot himself in the head for no other reason than to
try =2nd trap them. Fortunately there is a limit of sorts to what
they can do with only three days to go. But indications are that they
are going to stretch that limit to the very limit. And this type of
campaigning, campaigning with the gun and the torch and the Big Lie
has very little to do with what is best in the democratic process,
You do not serve the interests of democracy or the democratic process
by murdering your political opponents and their supporters; you do
not serve the democratic process by burnigg voters out of their homes

and foreing them to flee in order to try and adjust tae voter balance
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in marginel sreas in your favour; you do not serve democracy by
terrorising people into not turning out on polling day. And these
are the fhings that have been and thet are being done in this electim
campaign; and these are the things that have been done, with less
in tensity than now, over the best part of the psst three years.
ind you can cell democracy and human rights until you are blue in
the face, you still do not serve the interests of democracy and the
democreatic process when you do these things. So one of the key issuet
the Jemaican voters have to face is thét of Jamaican democracy
itself, Do you, cen you, uphold democracy by subverting the true
workings of the democratic process? Do you defend freedom by under-
mining and denying end destroying it? In the long run these issues
ere very much more important to the Jamsicen future than most of the
immediately pressing issues. For if democrgey prevails, if government

choice of an
by the free/mmixummskerssd unafraid end not terrorised people prevail
then you can alweys grapple with the other problems as free men and
women, But if freedom itself dies then we are into a new world., So
political terrorism and what it meens and where It leads are crucial
issues in this eleetion., It is a question of who reaslly mekes the
decision: the nearly one-million Jamaican voters or the couple of
hundred gunmen and their political paymasters. If it is to be the
political gun then our brand of political freedom will surely die.

I think
And this most Jemaicans do not want: so/most of the nearly one
you
million Jamaicans who are ent tled to, w11%dgo out to vote. How/xkmy
your Wm
vote is/tmmix bu31ness., Hﬂat is impcrbent for all of us is to be

quite clear in our own minds about what are the key issues and what
are .the usual politicisns' glittering bag of tricks of promises. And

who decides is akey ismued because the people's right of free choice

has|been so seriously challenged by the terrorists'
n and 3
arsonist's torch and the manipulator's Big ILie. Gooﬁgight the
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday
October 24, 1580, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Did you watch last night's major television news?

If you did you will know how they =xmppzd prevented the Prime
Minister of Jamaica from asddressing a rally of his own party suppor tex
just about a week before Jamaicans go to the polls. And those wild

few minutes, caught through the eye of the camera, and brought into
our homes, showed us the ugliness and the savagery of political
warfare in stark and naked manner, No amount of words used by the
most gifted writer could have shown us &s starky and clearly and
sharply what is meant by political terrorism. They used gunfire to
frighten the audience into running in all directions, seeking
shelter, and so they broke up the Prime Minister's meeting, It

would have been just as bad, just as ugly, just as horrifying if it
had been & meeting of the Leader of the Opposition which had been
broken up by these terror tactics, The cold fact is it was not a
meeting of the Leader of the Opposition. The Leader of the Opposition
had, according to Mr. Derrick Heaven, held a meeting in Spanish Town
the night before, and that meeting had not been broken up by terror
tactics, Only the Prime Minister's meeting was so broken up.
Interpret this any way you like, explain what happened any way you
like, manipulate what happened any way you like. The bald fact still
remains tha$ the Prime Minister of Jamaiea was prevented from address-—
ing a rally of his supporters by the terrorism of the political gun.
This‘is what our two-party parliementary democracy has been reduced

to Dby some among us, And I think that in the face of this it is
nensense for anybedy to go on pretending that the gun terror Jemaicans
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ere now being subjected to is all that random or mindless, or is
the work of some sinister third force. I frankly think it is part
and percel of the increasingly ugly and nasty and vicious election
campaign which is now coming to & peak, Please don't get me wrong.
I am not suggesting that all the nastiness comes from one side only;
I am not suggesting thet the violence comes from one side only; I am
not suggesting that all the killings come from one side only. There
have been deaths on both sides of the political fence. What I am
saying is that we can and should judge each case on its owm merits,
It is obvious, for instance, that the Gold Street killings point in
one direction: the Majesty Pen killings point in the other direction.
People sre not foold and they draw thegiaconcxusions, no matter how
sections of the neww media may try to brainwash them into seeing
only its preferred side of the matter. People have noted the uproar
they have also noted
from certain quarters over the Cold Street killings; and/the pregnant
silence from those same gquarters over the Majesty Pen killings And
they have drawn their eonclusions. In the same way they can see for
themselves which meetings are disrupted and which meetings are allowec
to proceed peacefully; they see for themselves which touring
politicians are shot at and which are not. And they draw their own
conclusions, I suggest that this perception of the people on these
matters is going vo have a much more important bearing on the outcome
of Thursday's voting then some politician seem to realise, For many
people that question of Bishop DeSouza's has gone to the heart of the
challenge to our political process: If they wid do © ‘masithe green
355£5n, what will they do in the dry? If they will use the gun to

disr@pt'the democratic process now, what will they do later, if they

qob T wad2 _ of tnis
iq;;ﬂiﬁiiiﬁ? As the ugliness /ceampaign spreads let us observe it and
ask ourselves: Is ¢py
S w .
hat democracy is really all about?° Goodni on+



Short-term PosteElection
Priorities:
a) Violence
b) Food
¢c) Jobs

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

October 22, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: With only eight days left to polling day some of us
ax® heve started thinking seriously about what nappens after the
elections are behind us, Some are worried about whether those who
are defeated will accept their defeat with good grace or whether

they will plunge the country into a new round of further violence,
The key point here, it seems to me, is not simply to be anxious and
worried but rather to face this possibility squarely and to make up
our minds how to deal with it, if it should come about. I think it
would go counter to the whole Jemaicen tradition of parlismentary
democracy for the losing party to try and cancel the results of the
election by force Jjust because the results did not go their way. And
I am not sure thgt the Jemaican voters, PNP and JLP alike, will
passively accept any such overthrow of the election results, I think
a massive majority of the Jamaican people, PNP and JLP alike, will
close ranks and unite against any group which tried to overthrow the
election results, I think the Jamaican people will see any such
attempt, whether it succeeds in the short-term or not, as an expressi%
of total contempt for the Jamaicen people and for their institutions,
They will know that those who really respect the Jomaican people will
show that respect by accepting the freely expressed will of the people
whatever that will is. It is up to the Jamaican people to make it
absolutely clear to all those now seeking political power that this
is how it is, that this is how they want it to continue, and that

they will resist anybody end any group which tried to violate this
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historical norm of Jemaican political life. BEnd perhaps the single
most urgent short-term priority after the election has to do with
violence and the tareat of the use of violence. Once the results
are known, the Jamaican people are going to have to ®EaX put down
the violence which has ravaged the society in recent times. There
is no way that this society cen or will do what needs to be done
until the violence is put down., And the way it looks now, the
security forces cennot de that job by themselves, The communities
are going to have to take a serious hand, The Home Guard movement
is only a beginning., I think there has to be more to it. I remember,
for instance, that in rural Jemaica as recently as twenty to twenty-
themselves
five years ago, communities/dealt with violence or larceny or robbery
within the community; they settled disputes within the community,
averded compensation and exacted penalty on minor issues; only
major crimes went through the more formal process of the law: the
wise 0ld men snd women of the community supervised the keeping of
the whole community
the peace and good order within the community;/xhk&xy took an active
hand in putting down violence end lawlessness. Ye need to deepen and
this kind of
strengthen/community involvement in the putting down of violence and
short-term
the keeping of the peace., That is ouss first/priority for Friday Octob-
priority
er 31lst. Our second/is to make it very clear that the losing party
will not be allowed to spend the next three and a half or four years
trying to make it impossible for the winning party to govern. We and
our democracy cannot afford this. Our third short-term priority is to
from the Jemaican earth as much as we cen of
immediately set about raising/the food we need. There will be no
imported hams and turkeys this Christmas, but we can eat well from

the Jamaican earth, if we make up our minds., Our fourth short-term

priority is to immediately set about on productive job creation that

will especially take- in the unemployed young and that will not

require vast injections of fore o With theee under way we
mev vain the time for the urzen%830532$§§& Drogremme s . Goodnizgt.



Netional Heroces Day, 1980

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadeast on Mondey
October 20, 1980, 6.10p.m
Good evening: N=tional Heroes Day, 1980, 1is being observed in an
atmosphere of political turmoil and tension and violence such hs
since this country became
has not been expenéienced in Jemaica since/Independendg in 1962,
But of course Jemaica goes back very much further than 1962 and
there have been other periods of turmoil and tension and violence
in the life and the affairs of the Jameican society. The events of
1938 which led to the emergence of modern political Jemaica and to
the birth of the Jemeican trade union movement were not exactly
tranquil and peaceful. There was violence and turmoil and tension
then, up and down the land. And it was/ngiii;gthis particular period
of tension and turmoil and violence that Alexander Bustamante and
Normen Manley emerged.as the leaders of the two arms of the nationsl
movement: the political movement and the trade union movement. So
these two Netional Heroes emerged not from peace and tranquility but
from tarbulence and turmoil. S0 if theee two were to come back to
today's Jemaica with its violence and it nastiness they will not went
to turn ground and leave, &s one partieipant on one of our radio
radio programmes suggested. The idea that our Nsestional Heroes would,
if they were to return today, be so shocked and horrified at what is
going on in Jemaica now that they would want to turn bsck to wherever
they came from?gi?’l think, Xm miss one basic charscteristic common
to 21l Jemaica's National Heroes: they were all of them the products
of times of tarbulence and turmoil and violence. Both Paul Bogle
and George vwilliam Gordon , died violently On the gallows after the

so-cnlled lMorant Bay Kebellion. Turbulence end violence were no
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stranger to them. And that very decent and deep-~thinking Christian
man, Daddy Ssam Sharpe, also knew turmoil and tubbildenee and died
vio&entlyQ And Garvey, the men who was shot; the man who was jailed
on trumped-up charges; the man agiainst whom the defenders of empire
and of racial domination
and of colonies and investements/launched what was possibly one of
the first greeat campaigns of psychological warfare; Gervey knew all
about human
/that violent assault on the/spirit and human self-confidence and
human self-regerd; that effort to break & man's will which,in some
ways, is even worse than breaking his body. No, I do not think eny
y if they were to return,
of Jemaica's Noational Heroes would/want to throw up their hands in
horror in the face of present-day Jemaieca end pack up and go elsewher
I think, instead, that they would be angry. They would be angry at
the sheer wanton waste of time and energy, at the casual destruction
of humen life, and at the massive efforts to undo what they had worke
so hard for and sacrificed so much for. And I think they would be
particularly angry at the negative and destructive and ugly political
tribalism which has been so cunningly fostered by those who know that
before they can take over the house they must divide it: they must
set brother asgainst brother, son against father, deughter ageinst
mother. And I think in response to our turmoil and tension and
violence, they would, if they were here now, do what they did when
they were here before. They would take up the struggle on behalf of
the best interests of the majority of the Jamaican people. And you
know and I know how they would conduct that fight. They would not
see the solutions to Jemaica's problems as coming from forces outside
Jamaica, They would not want others from outside to determine how
thosé problems are dealt with, not the IMF or anybody else. And

ongterm good
always, as they did in their lives, they woulgvpmjthhefotdeyasgd.

QREROR 5J PHE1F2,RE8REE Bhathe 88y txe 9L XRXBRAL this time. Goodnight



\ 1) A New Low in Politics
5 2) Carter Under Media Fire
3) Abernathy Backs Reagan
/7 /O 4) The Politics of Poverty

NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broadcast on Friday

October 17, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: It is bitterly ironic that it should be during this

National Heritage Week that Jamaica should hit a new low in nastiness

and brutality in the conduct of its party politics. This week will

be remembered

alwaysxgmxgawr/as the week in which we had the first-ever assassin-

ation of a Jamaican parliasmentarian and Minister of Government,

And instead of this nasty business shaking the political community

into a sense of soberness and concerned stock-taking about what

political tribalism is doing to the society, it is business as usual.
as usualj as usual

It is charge and counter-chargef it is abuse and counter-abuse¢, All

designed, no doubt, to confuse the Jamaican people about what

really happened and who was really responsible. It seems that there

no limit to

is noflimmittdothe nastiness; no limit to what some will do in the

drive

sxxmxxie for power, This is spitting in the face of the Jamaican

it is a mocking of

heritage;ams/the painful struggles of the Jamaican people over

centuries for a society of genuine freedom and decency and self-

respect and respect and regard for each other, Let us hope the

Jamaican voters pass their own judgement on the nastiness of this

and the charge of |

week's politricking. But nastiness/was not confined to our election

campaign only. In that other election camppiagn now going on in our

great northern neighbour, powerful elements in the American news

media are accusing President Carter of being a mean and nasty man

mounting a mean and nasty campeign against Mr. Konald Reagan., lNr,

Carter is charged with heving implied or suggested that Reagan is a

racist: and Certer did in fact do this, He did it after Reagan
‘had implied that Certer was associsted with the Ku Klux Klan - the
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ultra-conserva,ive white racist group which until quite recently
made a habit of lynching and burning and bombing black Americans,
Cé%er has been at the receiving end of a steady campaign for what

he said. Reagan, on the other hand, was let off comparatively
lightly by the media which pointed out that the facts he had given
about the birthplace of the Klan were wrong and that Mr. Carter was
not associated with it, But there was no steady flow of column and
commmen tary about it. Even after Carter had been clobbered into
saying that he did not really mean that Mr., Reagan was racist, the
clobbering continued. One argument was that the President must soume-
how conduct a 'Presidential' cempaign no matter what his opponents
do. Because Carter is fighting as dirty as his opponents the media
brands himg a mean and nasty man conducting a mean and masty campaign
If medlia and money can do it Reagan will defeat Carter on November
4th, And yet, with 30% of the American electorate undecided, and
Carter and Reagen running neck-and-neck, it does not seem as simple
as that. And yesterday something new was thrown into the American
electoral pot. The Reverend Ralph Abernathy, onetime close aide to
the late Martin Luther Kingg yesterday declered himself in support of
Reagan. He s~id Carter had failed the black people so he, Aberﬁﬁﬁhyé
was for a change. The question for black Americans must be: Any Jﬁéﬁé‘
There is a perception among most influential black Americans that if
Reagan is not a racist - and many believe he is - then he is the next
best thing to a racist: he is rightwing conservative and totally
opposed to the kind of welfare and protection provided by what he

dencunces as Big Government. This has been the one avenue to which
the poor and the blekks and other minorities have been able to turn

in times of serious trouble. The traditional support of the democrat

by blacks and other minorities is based on this fact of the i ti
: : politics
of poverty. Abernathy's is a break with this traditioyy. Goodnight



The Politics of Terror: Where does it lead?
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday
October 15, 1980, 6,10p.m

Good evening: So much has already been said and written about the
savage political killing of Roy McGann that there is no resl need
some times

for anymore on the killing itself: except that it/saxtimgss helps to
ease the anger and the outrage and the shock and the horror; so
people will go on talking and writing to try and dull the anguish
many of us feel for Jamaica at this time., _Roy licGenn was, after all,
only the most widely known, the most prominent, the only Minister
of Government and member of Parliament, among the more than 300
Jamaicans who are reported to have died by the political gun so far
this year. To be sure, there are special twists to his kil.ing.

and very
There had been the nasty/personal attacks on him, the veiled threats
againszimfrom public platforms by highly placed politicians within
hours of his being gumned down. As far as we know this had not been
the casq/:;tzll those others who hed died by the political gun. And
this alone gives a special twist of menace to the killing of Roy
McGann., Is the?ﬁigiigii cancer now spreading to those somewhat
above the usually anonymous supporters? And, as Bishop Csrter asked:
Where will it stop? But what we are facing is, I think, very much
bigger than the killing of any one man, no matter how highly placed,
or how anonymous., And I think we make 2 very profound mistake if
we go on interpeting what is happening in terms of the party election-
eering conflict between PNP and JLP, Of course that is the surface

issue; but the much more profound issue, the much more importsnt

long-term issue, is the survival or the destruction of our present
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democratic parlismentary system based on the freely expressignlﬂ
choice of t e Jemaican people. ~And there is nothing that is more
destructive of that system than the politics of the bully and the
arsonist and the terorist and the gunmen, if they are allowed to ame=
succeed, Adolph Hitler, the man who was described as being respon-
sible for more mess destruction and more slaughter of humen beings
than any other single man in history, was the first in modern times
to show the world how to use the politics of the bully and the
arsonist and the terrorist and the gunman to take over a democratic
parlismentary system. And the technique is really very simple:
political .

/street gangs challenge the enemy and beat down any resistance to
that challenge; if need be homes are bﬁrnt, known enemiés beaten and
tortured, and those who resist are 'executed' and left tagged. The
police and the other agencies of iiw/i::l subverted by = combination
of intimidation and the promise of reward. In exchange for money and
other forms of support business people are promised protection,
security and a bright future. Xmkuxaxmy And using this technique,
Hitler and hi$ close band of followe@s, began their ruthless push
for power in 1923 snd by 1930 they had bullied and bmmtalised and
terrorised and killed their way to political power: and they did it
all within the fremework of the law and of legelity. And then, of

Hitler within his own ranks,
course,/km had to purge first the dememt and idealistsc ones/, and
fhen he had to purge all the liberals éhd progressi#es the critics
within the German society and the German media; and then he had to
turn on the world. And it all began with the drive for personal
power by the use of the politics of the bully and the arsonist and

the terrorist and the gunman., And since Hitler began it, wherever

that brand of politicis has been used successfully, democracy he s

i : t is our danger
died. Thet is where the politics of terror leads: tha
e aemoer or democracy dles. Goodnighte
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For broasdcast on londay
October 13, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: This is the start of National Heritage Week so it is
appropriate to start the week with the question: What is the Jamaica
heritage? And at first glance the answer to that gquestion seems
simple and clearcut. The Jamaican heritage is, first and foremost,
the land and its people, stretching back into the distant past and
forward into an unknown future: it is that compaet between a
particular group of pecple with a particular plgt of earth that makes
it possible +to sustain and reproduce and enriiifgver generations,
heritage
And so i®/becomes the folkways of a people; their music, their
dencing, their painting, their sculpture, their poetry, their stories
their food and drink
/= in short, the way they use their leisure in order to persue and
to create culture., In this comparatively simple and clearcut
definition it is easy to stress unity and oneness and homogenedty-
and so to come up  with the very idealistic and very desireable
motto: Out of Many One People. Iut how real is the oneness? How
real the unity? How truly homogeneous? Is it as real as, say,
the homogeneity of the French or the Buteh or the Germans? Is it
as real as, say, the homogeneity of Tanzania? All these countries
have minorities of different racial origins, and all of them, apart
from the time of the ugly Hitler anti-semitism in the case of Germany
and of white racism whzg}::ttlers dominated East African life, all
of them easily and comfortably accommodate the minorities within

their borders. But in all these countries the national wesolth of

the societies are not owned or controlled or dominated DY these
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Jamaica's
minorities of different racial origin., The hard fact in/mmx case

is that these raciasl minorities,ax® or the majority of them, are as
Jamaican as the black majority. Their roots go as far back as, and
in some cases evenh predate, the bringing of the Africans to Jemaica
in chains, Their claim to the Jamaican earth and to the Jamaican
heritage is as ligitmate as anyone else. But that is not really
what some are questioning: the real question concerns whether these
minorities are entitled, almost as of right, +to continue to exwrcis
the disprotionate power and influence they inherited from the past
of slavery and colonialism with its racisl exclusiveness, This is a
8till unresolved aspect of the Jemaican heritage. And it seems to
bluntly of their heritage
me that until Jamaicans/face up to this aspect/they will continue
not to be able to explain really satifactorily why Marcus Garvey
had to die in lonely exile, ox why, with passionate acheing heart
Claude k=zmkex McKay did not come home to die, These two were, after
all, in the lives they led and in the struggles they fought, supreme
expressions of the Jamaican consciousness and of the Jamaican will
to freedom and dignity., And it is no more than a fact to say that
they were black and that their being black had a great deal to do
with the way they lived and the way they died, and with where they
died. ©So it is mmxmeither irreleventmr racist to ask of our
National Motto, Out of Many Cne People, which people? The black
majority or the non-black minority? The Jamaican heritage is ame
rare and open heritage where race and colour are concerned., I can
think of no other society anywhere else in the world which has gone
es fer as Jemaica has toward the creation of a genuinely non-racial
society in which people are measured by their worth as people rather

then by the colour of their skin, And this is so thanks largely Eo the
Ka re o

spirit of the majority. The dilemma ig . i & McKay we

that majority yet died in exile. GoodhifH¥t Garvey
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
October 10, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: With twenty days to go the election campaign is hotting
up, which is expected. It is also getting nastier and uglier in

both word and deed, which is to be regretted and deplored. The
attempts to confuse and mislead are bad enough; but this is part of
adversary politics at its lowest level, The attempts to terrorise
and to intimidate are straight fascist bully teactics which were first
perfected by the Nazis under Hitler. And those who encourage aﬁgyzﬁo
practise these tactics may taiﬁ?g:mocracy until they are blue in

the face; they do not serve democraecy or the ends of democracy.,
Witttaggly or unwhittingly they serve the ends of fascism. So the
gunmen and bhe bullies and the strong-arm ones in this election
fampaign cannot and do not serve democracy or Jjustice or freedom or
equal right¥ no matter how much they shout these words and slogans.

I am sure the Jamaican voters can and will take note of who these
people are and with whom they are associated. And when the day of
voting comes one of the many judgements tﬁgzdwzil/be made will be

to rid the Jamaican political system of those who would use or who
would encourage the use of political violence. And I think that

this time around the voters have seen enough and know enough to know
how to root out this dangerous ugliness from the society. Just getting
rid of violence-prone politicians will not of itself solve the

problem, but it will be an important first step in the process of

ridding the society of this ugly cancer. So watch them; watch how the)

behave; watch what they do and say and with whom they associate: and
9

use your vote when the day comes, This is one important issue.
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I think, tco, that it would be in Jemaica's best interest for all

of us to resist the temptation to drag other people, espefially
foreign diplomats working in Jamaica, into our hotted-up election
brawling. We caﬂ conduct our election campaign without dragging in

or abusing the foreign diplomats in our midst. We must, of course,
insist that they stay out of the election campaign: but there is

no need for nastiness, whether it is against Cubans or Americans or
Russians or British or any other group. We are, as a nation, going
to have to go on doing business with these people after the elections
S50 cool it, please. And just as nobody can stop the Wall Street
Journal or the New York Times or some American lobby or some London
paper or organisation from expressing opinions on our affairs, so
nobody can or should want to stop.Eric Williams or Judith Hart or
James Callaghan from doing the seme. Or are we saying that it is
al&right for one type of group = the Inter-American Press Association
for instance - to comment and to be approvingly quoted on our internd
affairs, but not aléright for any other type of group? You cannot
have it both ways, you know: not in the world of real politics as
distinct from duppy politics. And finally, there is that gquiet and
serious warning from the Jamaican Lebour Movement that was thrown
into the election equation this week. It ceme from the NWU, to be sum
but it speaks for the entire labour movement. It says the labour
movementwwill not tolerate any agreement between any government and
any inte:rnational lending agency that has as its basis wage restricgg
inbuilt inflation; devaluation of the Jamaican dollar; guaranteed
profits for the private sector; price increases and reduced social
services to workers". These, as you know, are all traditional IMF y
conditions for lending. ©So, like it or not, the IMF and labour's

each of

opposition to the IMF, and the role/the two parties see for labour
are key election issues., Goodnight
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

October 8, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The JLP Election Manifesto has now been mgde public
and copies of it should be available to the Jamaican electorate some-
time this weekend, 1t is important for every Jamaican who has a vote
to get hold of a copy of this Menifesto and to read and study and
think about it for himself or herself. Iddealy}y the two manifestoes,
that of the PNP and that of the JLP, should be read one after the
other, then compared and the differences and similarities noted, and
then carefully thought sbout., That is the most responsible way to go
about using your vote intelligently: but that is of course not the
way all of us will go about it, The dedicated party diehards of both
sides have alneady made up their minds and nothing is likely to
change them. But there is a very sizeable flodding vote, or uncommiti
ed vote or uncertain vete out there which may very well be the
deciding factor on Oetober 30th. These people, the uncommitted, make
up almost 20% or one-fifth of the entire electorate, and they are

the ones who can and may meake nonsense out of all the hot predictions
by 2ll1 the hot predictors who now mistakenly see themselves as the
shapers and movers of election results. And it is this group, more
than any other, I suspect, who will study the manifestoes most
closely. I myself hawe had only a preliminary Xmak and very quick
reading of the JLP manifesto eand I rather suspect that many people
are going to find iﬁﬁizdtake it all in between now and election day.

It is' a very long document, 2nd, in some ways very much more detailed

then election manifestoes normally aree Indeed, I found it more
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like one of Mr. Seaga's lengthy Budget presentations rather than
the normally tight declaration of intent which election manifestoes
usually are. In some ways this does become a sort of combination of
election manifesto plus a long-term policy outline. In this it does
achieve the effect of being the JLP response to both the PNP electio
eenifesto and the PNP Principles and Objectives, And so the point
about the alternative directions does come out. But the JLP, it seenms
to me, is not quite as forthright sbout its direction as is the PNP,
For instance some of the veryagleggigtatements made in the docuemnt
'The Jamaica Labour Party Foreign Policy Guidelines' from which I
quoted last Sunday have been either left out of the manifesto or
totally muted. There seems an ambivalence here abouggzo adieess
the Jamaican electorate on the one hand and the American investors
on the other. As a voter this ambivalence worries me. What is the
price the Jamaican people are going to hawe(lto pay for the foreign
exchange we are told has already beengidentified but whose sources
remain secret. Is the INMF to come back into our lives? As voters we
have 2 right to ask and e righf to expect replies., But pleae, you
compare
read it all for youself and/judxe then judge it all for yourself.
Then there is the questigon of th27;2dia which is a matter of special
concern to Joﬁrnalistl. Page 66 of the manifesto says blandly’ the
JLP does not favour ‘public ownership or control of the Jamaica Daily
News as well as Radio Jamaica (RJR)'. That is all, The worry is

that I have another document headed Draft lMedia Policy which says that

RJR will be converted into a public company quoted on the Jamaigon

Stock Exchange and the shares now held by the Government and those wow
4

held by the JDB for taking up in future by approved mass representatiy

organisations, will be sold through the Stock Exchange* 1P 8180 says
RJR's Articles of Associatiop -

owners of RJB”hqu a Wt ‘E go\y wwhgt 'EQe J LP really 1n tends ‘
do if ¥§ were to gein power. About the Bnily News this Draft Media
Policy document says flatly 'The Daily News will be offered for gale

to any interested private sector group'. Is this JLP policy? We have

a right to know, Goodnight,
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For broadcast on Monday
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Good evening: So now wé know that Election Day will be Thursday
Octover 30th; just 24 days from now. So it is going to be a short
'‘official' election campaign, But you know, and I know, - that
electioneering has been goihg on for a very 1ong'time indeed = almost
since the last elections were over., And part of that very long
spell of what seemed endless electioneering had to do with the
business of the calling of these elections, At one time or apother
we were told that there would be no elections, At one time or
another we were told that the government 'was about to stage a coup
ééainst itself, that it was plannigg & 'military solutioni, that a
state of emergency would be called and elections held with most
Opposition members. under detention and so unable to cam,épaign° We
were told all this and much more, and the more trusting and the more
gullible among us began to wonder whether there was not something

to all this alarmist talk: after all, they say, where there is smoke
there must be fire., Well, there may have been the creation of an
illusion o% smoke, but there was no fire., All the various predictions
and forecasts have turned out to be false, The daté has been set:

and elections will be held under a system agreed on by both parties.
As electoral systems go it is as fair and clean és man can make any
such system, But there are, of course, other ways of frustrating

the intent of even the fairest and cleanest system., For instance,

if a constituency is marginal and the difference between winning and
p _

. < o
losing is a few dozen votes, terrorism could be usedlfo drive a few



dozen voters out of the particular constituency or frighten them

into not voting on pollfng day. And we know that there has been a

lo¥ of thi8 kind of terporism, So political violence and political

terrorism can be used to try and frustrate the real will of the peopl

We need to watch this one closely over the next 24 days., And the

experience of all the false alarms to which we have been subjected

over the recent and more distant past should come in useful in helpin,

us to make dispassionate judgements on the high promises and dire

predictions which are bound to start flying all over the place from

now onward, If they predict gloom and disaster, check it out against

the record, against what they predicted before and what came of jghose

predictions., If they promise the moon in exchange for your vote, you

know they lie. The priced and the availability of imported basic

other consumer goods

foodstuffs/are never again going to be the same as they were in the

1950s or the 1960s or the 1970s even, The whole world has changed

radically and nobody, PNP, JLP, or No-P can undo that change and

the so called
bring back/th® good old days'. It seems to me that the really basic
in order

issue is what we do end what diredtion we take/to survive as a free

and independent and self-respecting people who care about each other
here at home and

and who care about the poor and the hungry and the disposs§ggeverywhe

The campaign looks like being short, brutish and nasty but if the vot

are clear about what they see as the basic issues then they will not

be confused, But there will be a great deal of confusion about the

place as the looming war of words among the opinion pollsters show,

The wordy war is about who is leading and who will win and how you

to
arrive at it. It is all supposed to belséientific, even/the nastines

they hurl at each other. In the end of course it is the Jamaican vote

who will decide, not they., They are jusgfplay
dei

of course, with o ini ) %ngaround scientifica
pinlon samples. The re ‘iﬁ‘e“agtrs Octorar 30, f%%f&
|
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
October 3, 1980, 6.10p.m

Cood evening: During the course of yesterday's business in Parliament
Mr. Douglas Vaz, the Opposition spokesmen on industry, asked the
Minister for Public Utilities, Mr., Cerlyle Dunkley how much money
the public sector - that is the government and its various ministries,
departments and statutory bodies = owed the Jamsica Public Service
Company for light and power supplied. Nr. Dumkley's reply was that
the public sector owed the Jamaica Publie Service Company the sum of
$10-million., And that, by any yerdstick you cere to neme, is an
enormous sum of money to owe for services rendered. But then Mrji
Dunkley went on to say that the private sector - wmkz which goes into
making up the membership of the Private Sector Organisation - owes
the Jameica Public Service Company the sum of §20-million for the
light and power it hes eonsumed. S0 the private sector owes the
JPS twice as much gs the public sector., I am not sure myself that
or had expected to be given
¥r. Vaz had esked. for/the size of the private sector debt to the
Public Service Compeny. But he got it, and it tells 2 sorry tale.
Businessmen will be quick to tell you themselves that no business
can these days afford to carry that level of debt by its customers
and still operate at meximum effectiveness, $30-million /:izii buy
all sorts of improvement and streamlining of the service the company
provides; it can make a world of difference to the amount of money
the company borrows from the banks and on which it has to pay very

high interest. It can make all the difference to the size and scope

of the compeny's expansion of its services., So this kind of debt
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represents & serious limitation on the company's ability to provide
the kind =nd quaelity of service most Jamaicans would like to have.

And the cuiprits here, according to yesterday's statement in Parliamen!
are the private sector to the tune of §20-million and the public or
government sector to the tune of $l0-miliion. It would be bad enough
if this were the only case of its kind in our utilities, But it is not.
At the end of September a spokesman for the Water Commission reported
that the Commission was owed $ll-million for water consumed but not
paid for. And we are all familiar with the periodic reports from the
Ministry of Housing of non-payment of rent or other charges by people
in Government houses, And then there are the large numbefs of people
who see nothing wrong in thiefing electricity or water or both or
tapping and using other people's telephones for costly overseas calls,
And it is this freeness mentality - for that is what it really is -~
fwich is maeking the expansion and improvement of all our utilities tha-
much more difficult. Until wé get over this particular social sicknes:
we will never have the kind and quality of public utilities we demand,
It does not matter what government is in power or what fine plans are
drawn up, if each cifizen does not pay his or her fair share for the
service received, and pay it promptly and on time, the utilities will
remain in & poor state and those in line waiting their turn to get
these services, will have to go on waiting, That is the meaning of
that $§20-million debt of the private sector to the JPS; the meaning of
that $10-million debt of the Public sector to the JPS; the meaning

of the $ll-million debt to the Water Commisssion; and the meening of
all those who do not pay their rents. They are making i%}?;ggssible

for the poorest and the most dispossessed in the society to be provide«

with these services. And that, 1 suggest, is serious enough to make

this ugly and prevalent freeness mentality an important election nssue,
Goodnight.
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For brosdcast on Wednesday

October 1, 1980, 6,10p.m

Good evening: All things being eqial, today begins what should be

the election month here in Jamaica. Something just under one million

voters have been enumerated and the hope is that most of them will

turn out to vote. And very soon after our elections the American

Presidential election will take i}ace early in November. And in that

wta equstralie eflomele

American electionLover one hundred times more voters than we have in

Jamaica are expected to cast their votes. And one of the most strikin

contrasts is the violence of little Jamaica's election campaign and

the peacefulness of massive America's election campaign. It 17Lome-

thing for us to think about. Things were not always as peaceful as

election

this in American/campaigns; and tahings were not always as violent as

this in Jamaican election campaigns, 1 suggest that one of the

differences which aecounts for this is the fact that in America there

is no bitter and unresolved struggle over who controls réal power in

the American society, and in whose interest that power is used. The

American centres of power are firmly and clearly established; and who-

ever sits in the White House, and whatever his political complexion,

he must always be responsive to those centre of power, The very

conservative Dwight Eisenhower, when he was President of the United

States, described those centres of power as 'the military-industrial
or other powerful figure !

complex'. And when any President/siijously tried to buck those centre:

- ‘/ 3
of power, things could get very roughk President John Kennedy and his

brothep Robert and Martin Luther King were men who tried to buck thosc

centres, They lost dearly. Here in Jemaica Mkhis question of who
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controls, and in whose interest, has not yet been finally resolved,
The old established centres of power in the society have been and are
being seriously challenged, end they are fighting back and resisting
the creation and establishment of new centres of power. And political
violence is just one of the means brought into play in this power
struggle. Once the matter of who controls and in whose interést is
finally settled there is a good chance that the political violence
will end. It is in this context that the role of the Jamaica Council
of Churches is so critical in helping to ensure that political violen
is kept in check and that the final decision on who controls, and in
by the people and
whose interest, is made/by way of the ballot rather than the bullet.
It is not surprising then that we should have these often anonymous
attacks on the Council of Churches kx from sources who woudd obviousl;
like it to be partisan in favour of what they support. The feally
shoddy thing about these attacks is that they are anonymous: which
and nasty
is the most cowardly/form of political activity. And the most welcome
news is that in spite of thé nastiness the Council of Churches has
identify and condemn one
now begun to neme nemes and to/mmmEmmm sordid advertisementg. I hope
it will also denounce the chauvinism implicit in the 'my leader born
ye' business; and tﬁg}%lasphemy implicit in the 'God has sent us a
deliverer' business. And finally, the joint World Benk-International
Monetary Fund meeting now taking place in Washington jis, from a world
point of view, the single most importient event tasigéipiaee this week.
But because the gquestion of who controls and in whose interest is
as important gobally as it is nationally, those who now control these

key institutions of world eccnomic and political power are going to

resist any changes which wougd reduce or limit that contrel. The

resistance to change, the refusal to surrender or share power, be it
economic or political, usually transcend national ang ideological

boundariese That, onecd
i o o) g rrupting effect of power. Goodnight
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Good evening: Today is the last day for the politicians of both
parties who are contesting the upcoming elections to sign the
guidelines prepared by the Jamaica Council of Churches for the
conducting of a peaceful election campaign. The majority of the
cendidates of both parties are reported to have signed the guidelines
; and so, too, have the two party leaders. And yet the political
violence continues, and reports keep coming in from all over the
place of that continuing violence. ©So one of the questions I think
the Jamaica Council of Churches has to ask is just how serious some
of these people who have signed the Guidelines really are. 1t is
one thing for a person to sign a pledge: and quite another thing

for that person to honour that pledge. The signing of a pledge can
be, and can be used as, & face-card. And I am not so sure myself
that some people are not using the signing of the Guidelines as

just that: a face-card. They do not intend to give up any option
that they see as helping them to win, To be sure, if they could win
without the use or the manipulation of a little violence, then they
will avoid violence, But if violence and the manipulation of violence
is what it takes to win, tﬁgﬁjtggse people will use it, Is this an
unfair judgement? Then please explain how the political violence
can go on escaasgingg after so many honourable people have signed
solemn pledges/ziiiiiitnat they and their supporters will avoid that

selfsame political violence? I hope the Council of Churches will

speak out strongly on this aspect of the matter, 714 may be a very

hard and difficult thing to do but I think the Council of Churches
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should speak out more sharply, and herhaps even name names where
there have been blatant breaches of its Guidelines., There are
indications that unless the'churches bring all of their emnopmous
: ensuring
moral authority to bear on/the conducting of & relatively clean and
damaging
honest cempaign between now and election day, a/combination of lies
and violence could be unleashed on the society in hopes of frastratin,
the free choice of the Jameican people. It is no accident, 1 think,
that we are now heering more and more questions about the wisdom of
heving elections at this time in view of the violence. Is the climat
right, they ask., Would it not be wiser to wait until the situation
is more stable? I suspect that what some of them are really concerne:
about is what the opinion polls are telling them about voter trends.
It seems to me,xRax end it seems to be the view of most Jemaicans,
that our best hope of ridding the soeciety of the present plague of
violence, is to have the election over and done with, and then to put
and difficult
gside those who have lost and settle down to the hard/task of buildiz
as decent and stable and peaceful and economically just society as
possible for the majority of the Jamaican people., For this to happen
we are all going to have to be on guard between now and election day:
and I think the churches heve a critical role in this., Next, the
major news on the international scene continues to be that dangerous
little war between Irag and Iran, with Israel indicating a new
possible twist, The Israelis heve offered Iran spare parts and more
firepower if she would go back to the policies persued by the former
Shah: friendship with Israel, South Africa and the Vest and oppositior

to the PLO. lMr. Ronald Reagan's advisor on the Middle Fast was quick

to support the idea by call for U.S. realignment with Iran provided

she went back to the policies of the former Shah., It is an interesting
very

new twist that deserves very/careful watching. Goodnight
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For broadcast on Friday
September 26, 1980, 6.10p.m
Good evening: Perhaps we can find a way out of the rather messy
and politically degrading business that has come to be known as
reportedly
'‘Rice Polities' by which the JLP has/brought some 10 tons of
rice into Jamaica without the necessary licences., Predictably, a
JLP spokesman has made it seem that there was no ulterior motive
and noble
and this was a pure and clean/gesture of charity for the poor and
hungry; so, the argument goes, the JLP is not prepared to sell the
rice to the State Trading Corporation for anybody to make a profit
s they say,
or profiteer, The rice/must be given away to the poor and needy.
lMiany people are not prepared to accept this noble argument at its
face value: it is too near election time for that. And some have
even reminded us of a time when they used rice to bribe vdters not
to vote for Marcus Garvey. But be that as it may, I, for one,
accept the basic idea that this rice should be treated as charity.
The big question is: What kind of charity? Political or non-political
If it is to be political charity coming so close to ele€tion time,
a
then it is no charity at all but/straightforwmmd attempt at vote-
likely defecting
buying, or, more likely, at holding on to/whaXxmxzhtximmk votes.
And, obviously, if it is political charity the political party
concerned will want to dish out the charity itself to ensure that
it gets the best politicel mileage possible out of it. That is the

one side of it, If, on the other hand, it is to be non-political

charity then, apart from the normal credit that comes to a donor,

the political party will derive no benefit from jte But there remains
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the question of who is then to administer the charity and who are
the people to benefit from the charity. Now, the very first thing
to note here is that you cannot go very far with 10 tons of rice.
You cannot satisfy the needs of all the very poor, even, 10 tons

of rice can be divided into 20,000 one pound packets or 40,000
half-pound packets. According to the 1970 census the smallest
gi;i;gzxnn in ﬁamaica in asm=zx terms of population was Hanover with
57,800 people., You could not give every citizen of Hanover a half
a pound of rice out of that 10 tons of rice. And, of course, Hanovgrs
population must have increased considerably since 1970, The assumé%;
is that we are dealing with 10 short tons of rice., If it were 10
long tons then we would have 22,400 one-pound packets or 44,800
half-pound packets: still not encugh to give each citizen of Hanover
half a pound of rice. So if this rice is to be distributed nationally
and on a genuinely non-political and charitable basis it must be
largely token in character and restricted to the very neediest in
the societyes And the one organisation above all others that has the
rpputation and the orgammsation to do this is the Salvation Army in
Jamaica, ©So 1 strongly urge that this rice be turned over to the
Salvation Army to distribute to the neediest in the society. And

let the politicians and the parties then get on with the business of
debating the issues. Food is one of the issues: but not in this
cheap and gimmicky way. So who has a plan/znigixi the nation to
feed itself over the next five years? What are the details of that

plan? That is an impcrtant issue. And finally, I warmly welcome
that clear call from Police Commissioner Bowes for our police force

to stay out of partisan politiecs. For them, and for the army, that
is the best way to keep the peace and serve the nation and uphold
the Constitution. Under the leadership of men like Mr. Bowes I am

sure they can do just that, Goodnight,



l) War between Iran & Iraq
2) Diplomats & local Politics

NEWS COMMENTARY

For boadcast on Wednesday

September 24, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The fighting between Iran and Iraq poses a number

of very serious dangers which go far beyond the interests of either
Iren or Irag, or, indeed, the Arab cause in the Middle East. The
first of these daengers is that the fighting could expand to suck in
first the other countries of the lMiddle East, then the great powers,
then the world: the danger, in short, of a step-by-step escalation
of the fighting %ill we all suddenly find ourselves in World War 3.
Kobody wants that, of course. Everybody is urging & quick ceasefire.
But everybody is slsc preoccupied with ensuring that their own
interests are preserved and furthered during the fighting and during
any steps that could lead m to.2 ceasefire. The most obvious example
of this is the American preoccupation with grasping at every
opportunity presented by the fighting to try and/ﬁizxige release of
the American hostages. And so there is talk of the factg that the
Iraniasns are fighting with American weapons whose flow of spare parts
hes been cut off since the revolution which overthrew the former
Shah., And the point is made that a militery machine without spare
parts cannot function for long. The pressure point here is: release
our people and we may consider letting you have the spare parts with-
out which you are boupd to lose when your military mechine grinds to
a halt. ZAnother and only slightly less obvious exemple is the fact
that Vestern ITurope depends more heavily on Iranian and Iragqi oil
than does the United States. And the blowing up of oilfields and the

threats of shutting down the Persian Gulf are of grave economic

concern to the Western Zuropeans. The temptation is therefore strong
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to try and help bring the fighting under control as quickly as
possible, but also, of course, in a way that would serve Western

0il interests as well &s other Western economic interests best,

And as Jordan's King Hussein has made clear, the conservative Arabdb
regimes in the srea - Jordan, Saudif Arabia, Morocco, for instance -
are quite prepared to use the slogan of Pan-Arabism to try and
frustrate the revolutionary Islamic upsmrge now sweeping the region
eand which threatens their own regimes. The West Europeans may find
it in their own self-interest to make comnmon cause with the conserv-
ative regimes. The common target would be support for the destructio
of the non-Aradb Iranian regime which currently promotes and exports
the Khomedni fundedentalist islamic revelution throughout the region,
against both rightwing and leftwing secular regimes. But what of

the Soviet Union if any such genging-up ageinst Iran were to emerge?
It is clearly not in Soviet strategic interest to see the Persian
Gulf area once more being returned to a combination of conservative
Arab, West European.and ‘merican domination. That would almost be
like going back fowa time before th overthrow of the Shah. The Soviet
would want to ensure that nothing like that happens. I do not think
they have mmy objection to Iraq humbling Iran with a quick military
whipping: but I?égonot phink they will tolerate any going back to

a state of power relatizgs}ggttz:;awere before the fall of the Chah.,
Indeed, I do not think Iraq wents that either. Any miscalculation by
any side on this basic position could .lead to very dangerous and very
foreseeable consequences: which gives the one hope that all sides wil

hold pack. And finally and very briefly, the British High Commissione

poiqt about diplomats not being dragged into local politics is as

cruciasl as the point that diplomstic cover should not be used for
non~-diplomatic activity. Would there have been an attack on that

former diplomats house if he had not been identified as something
else under diplomatic cover? It cuts both ways. Goodnight
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NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
September 22, 1880, 6,10p.m
Good evening: Those who were killed in cold blood in Majesty Pen
last Friday night were young and black and poor - p8ople of the
ghetto, Their ages ranged from 19 to 30. And the Member of Parlia-
ment for the area, lMiss Poriia Simpson, is reported as saying:
"Because this kind of brutal killing is happening in poporer areas,
nothing is done against the criminals although they are known. Now
we have to re-institute the kind of security we used to have in the
constituency."” It was a depressing way to start 2 weekend. And
even gore depressing was the fact that this type of calculated and
deliberate political murder had become a part of everyday life in
certain ghetto areas, . But if you watch closely, and if you listen
to ordigary people talking among themselves, you may just detect
something else that . is brewing just under the surface., At first
calculated
this mzizmiaxes® pattern of/political killings was seen as remote:
shocking and ugly to be sure, but a thing going on among the party
fanatics. When the killings went on and on almost to the poipgt of
becoming a routine part of political activity in ghetto areas, the
sense of shock was replaced by a2 sense of unease and concern. Now,
if you look and listen carefully, you may sense a slow and simmering
and spreading anger Jjust below the surface. Jamaicans of all
political beliefs are becoming angrier every day at the ugly and
brutal and calculated killings., Even loyalty to party is ceasing
to be a point of major preoccupation in the face of the killings,

Too many young Jemaicen lives @re being snuffed out too wantonly,
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Jamaican people are sick and tired and angry at all this bloodletting
And here, 1 suggest, is the point at which to look and listen for
vo ter reaétion to the endless political violence. If my assessment
is correct then very many Jemaicapy voters, in all probability a
majority of them, are going to take political violence and what
they see as the source of that political violence into account when
making up their minds on how to vote, And if this were to happen
nationally, as I think it will, the results could be very startling
indeed, If the Jamaican voters decided on a national scale to vote
against what they see as the sources of political violence, it will
not only be those who are known tc be associated with political
gunmanship in the ghetto areas who will lose, all the candidates
associated with them and, indeed, the entire party with which they
are associated may suffer as well, This could be the voter backlash
at political viclence and at those who are perceived as being the
source of it, If I am right then political killings such as those at
Majesty Pen lest Friday will become increasingly counter-productive
be tween now and election day. Next, the first so-called Prewidential
debate for the November 4th U.3. Presidential election took place
last night, without President Jimmy Carter, lMr. Carter did not want
to debate two Republicans in the first one: he wanted Heagan alone,
running ag an Indepeddent
30 it was Keagan against John Anderson{ I listened and I thought
Anderson came out on top., We'll see what the American polls say.
And finally and briefly, I was fascinated by the news that the JLP
is bringing 10 tons of rice, with plans for a lot more later., How
will this rice be distributed? To JLP members and supporters only?

Or to everybody else? And how will the electorate see it? If its to

everybody, it would be & drop in the buckete Lf only to JLP people

how will the electorate see it? And what of the repudiation of
tribalism in benefits? Rice politics may be a no-win affair. Goodnight
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1) PNP Election Menifesto
2) Venezuela-Mexico 0il Facility
3) Ag Consent

NEWS COMMENTARY
\t\%

Good evening: It seems that the Venezuela-liexico o0il facility
under which nine countries in the region would benefit, is not
dead even though some among us want to bury it for political
reasons., If the government of Venezuela really wanted to hold up
the deal becsause of lManley's polities and the coming elections,

what was to prevent them putting off the whole thing in the first
place till after the elections? And if it is Manley's so-called
'tleftist' politics that is supposed to be the fly in the ointment
then what about Nicarasgua whose key leaders are even further 'left’
than Manley? I am afraid that this appears to be anotherxxathasx
skundy case of playing rather shoddy politics with Jamaica's
national economic interests., According to the Prime Minister there
are problems that have to be sorted out, but the facility itself is
not dead. ©So cool it, please, until things are sorted out. This is
not, and shou.id not, be made part of our electioneering. The terms
and conditions of how we get our o0il is important to every Jamaican
irrespective of political affiliation or class or social interest.
It is a2 matter of genuine national interests, so please treat it as

such, Next, the first of the Election Manifestoes - that of the

People's National Party - has now been made public. That is a welcome

development and I hope every Jamaican who is entitled to vote will
try and get hold of a copy of the PNP manifesto and study it for
him or herself., And I hope the Jamaica Labour Party will follow

suit soon and publish its Election Menifesto S° that the Jamaican
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voters will have a chance to study and exemine the two manifestoes
side by side. I think it is important for every voter, no matter
which side he or she supports, to read this PNP manifesto and, when
it is available, t?e JLP manifesto for him or hersgg&f. Do not
accept anybody?ksgu;mary or interpetation as the sole basis on which
to make your Jjudgement, It is your vote that is going to détermine
the shape of your future as well agfthe fuure of your children and
of generations of Jamaicans yet unborn. #m Take that vote seriously
and make a serious effort to understand‘the issues involved,
Journalists, columnists and commentators will all want to do the
interpreting and the explaining for you, Feir enough, That is their
function. But they are human like everybody else;they have preferenwue
and biasses like everybody else., So it is important for you to
study the main documents for yourself so that you can make your
first-hend reading and decide for yourself
own judgement on/thExfaxZX8 AXXWEIXXAIXBRXWEALxEthExsxsay which
interpretation or explanation or editorial comment you want to accept
or reject. If you do this then the judgement you make, whatever it
is, will be yours and nobody else's, Next, the Public Health%%tee*
of the KSAC unanimously called for the age of consent to be raised
from the present 14 years to 16. This protection for our very young
é&%igb?é long overdue: so/:izx is it not ih effect? And finally,
there is a black man out there in space today, circling the earth in
the Soviet spece station Saliut 6. He is a Cuban, & man from this
region of the world, but I think black people the world over will
primarily
see this not/as a Cuban achievement or even a communist aﬁﬁievement,

but as an achievement for black people the world over, That is the

great symbolic importapce of this fir t‘bﬁfck man in space, Add it
x c 14WIm4
to the pragical symbolism of Cubans é%ing in Angola for African

freedom and defeating the forces of racist South Africa, Like it or
these thinge have heppened. They are news, Goodnight,.



1) The Elections: Form & Substance
2) Political Warfare: Dirty Iricks

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on VWednesday
September 17, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: WNr. Seymour Mullings, the Minister responsible for
electoral matters yesterday told Parlisment that all preparations
for the general election are espected to be completed by the first
week of Cctober. And the first week of October is just thirteen
days away. The Prime WMinister has repeatedly said that as soon as
he was advised that everything was ready he would announce a date
implication
for the election. And the/smxxmsxiam wes that the announcement
would be mede as early as possible after the information that every-
thing wes in place. And given this background we can speculate
reasonably on the liikely date for the election. Let us say the
Xigzaraxx@fLkx Director of Elections advises the Prime Minister on
October 2nd or October 3rd that everything is ready and that the
election cen be held . any time he, the rime Minister says. 1 think
it is importent for us to remember that the Prime Minister, &nd only
the Prime ¥inister , has the constitutional right to decide the date
of the election, nobody else, all the proprganda nothwithstsnding.
The only the time Irime Ninister, whoever he is, loses that right
is if his administration continues beyond the period laid down in
the Constitution. /‘nyway, this Prime Minister has said he would
rmx® cell elections as soon as the new electoral process agreed on
by both perties is in plesce. So if he is told this is so in the
first two or three deys of October, he could snnounce the date af for
elections any time therceafter. Sundey, COctober 5th, would seem @&

likely announcement day if there is a big PNP rally taking place.
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An@i after the ennoumesment, the formal electorsl process will
come into play wilkh the sétting of Nomination Day. FPolling day
must then be not less than 16 days and not more then 23 days
later. So if the announcement is made at, say, a PNP{ rally on
Sunday COctober 5th, and Monday October 6th is Nomination Day, then
the very eerliest Polling Day we can have would be Tuesday October
1l6th and the very latest Polling Day we can have would be ITuesday
October 28th. All this is on the assumption that lMonday October
6th will be Nomination Day., If the date of the Nomination Day is
changed, then all the other numbers will sutomatically be changed.
But given Mr. Mullings' statement an eerlier polling day than
October 21st is out of the gquestion; and under the law October 28th
would be the outside limit for COctober elections under this
scenario. There is, ;emember,the longstanding convention that

can have polling day
elections are held on Tuesday. But we/Raxzxhmixthe on some other
day, on a Thursday for dinstance. ©So if lir., Manley were to decide
to havé the elections on a Thursdey this time around then Nomination
Dey would heve te be on Tuesday Ocdober Tth with the earliest
possible polling dey being October 23rd and the latest possible
polling date being October 30th. So, to have the general election in
Cetober Nomination Dey must be either Monday COciober 6th or Tuesday
October 7th. Anything later means we go into November elections.
5o much for the form. But what of the substance? We are putting a
most elaborate and agreed-on system in place which will make it
impossible for the losers to bawl "VWe were robbed". But where are
specifics on which the election is to be fought? Where are the mani-

festoes? Political warfare, with guns barking; end dirty tricks with

one side trying to frame the other; and the use of external econmic

preéssures, are no substitute for spelling out clearly to the Jamaicea:

eople the A.B.& C. of what
gs go insult the Jameican peg%ge?ouégoggiégt?lected. re% e 4e
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For broadcast on Monday

September 15, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Iwc Sundays ago, when he addressed the public session

of the 37th Annual Conference of the Press Association of Jamaica,

tiie Minister of Finance dropped & number of politicel, economic and

latour bombshells, But so far NMr. Tugh Small's shockers have been

received with stertling silence by those who should be most concerned

Mr. Small told his audience that there were now»300,000 Jemaican

workers who are unemployed, which is just slightigzsthan one-third

of the entire Jomeican work force of some 927,000, Of those who

do have jobs, Mr, Small went on, some 397,000 earn less than $50

a week. And of the total work forece roughly 230,000 sre unionised

and are therefore the best paid and vbest protecied of the country's

workers., And so we have shoeker one which is that there are more

unemployed workers in Jeumaica today than there are workers inside

our tradeé union movement; and shocker two which is that there are

more workers earning less than $50 & week than there are members

in our entire tr2de union movement., So the trade union movement

embraces less than one-third of the nation's entire work force, And
unionised

it was in reference to this highly paid and well protected/less

than one-third of the work force that Mr. Tagh Small complained:

"We are experiencing a craziness and madness concerning what the

Jemaican economy can afford in terms of wages and emoluments",

Now, last Friday, in a speech to the Students Sociecty of the Institut

of Chartered Accountants, lir. Carlton Alexsnder has t=ken up an

aspect of the matter raised by Mr. Hugh Smell, MNMr. Alexander said
in part: "we have gone mad over fringe benefits i yet mEa Sl



only waste and squander them after acquiring them., Let us cut out
this nonsense about car allowance, canteen service, uniform allowance
travel allowance and the like", And he reminded his audience that
all this was taking place a2t a time when we were trying to increase
empldyment and share the national cake in a better way. Many people
will guestion whether we are really tring to increase employment or
share the national cake more equally. What is going on now is the
complete opposite of that., The unionised labour force is out to
protect and secure its interests; it may pay lip serwvice to a concern
for the unemployed or the grossly underpaid who &are not unionised:
but &t is not doing much to help change the situation. Those who
enjoy the fringes, and they go far beyond those listed by Mr,
Alexander, ere not prepared to give up any of them for the sake of
creating more jobs. But on the other side of the coing, the managers
and middle-managers are equally unprepared to give up their much
bigger fringe benefits -~ the housing allowance, the entertainment,
the company car or its equivelant, the free telephone, the bigger
travel allowance - for thé sake of creating more jobs, My own view
is that any really serious call for sacrffitce cannot be made only
on unionised workers or only on management, If there are to be
sacrifices then both must make them in proportion to their ability.
The hard guestion is: Will thogg7g2%wthese perks and fringes = on
both management and labour sides - give any of them up for the sake
of the common good?, I think not. Certainly there is nothing in the
fhas Jterely wwdifior environment :
record(fo think "they will, And the two-thirds of the labour force -
half of whom have nothing, and the other half a mere pittance - are

not éoing to endure their present plight indefinitely. And this, I

suggest, is Eﬂ;(b$§§88t and potentislly most explosive Problem facing
the unionsfand wg%ever wins'[in October, G6odnight,
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
September 12, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The reports of what happened in 0ld Harbour in the
sounded
early hours of yesterday morning/szmmi more like something out of
the wild, wild west, than out of twentieth-century and very democrat-
ic Jemaica., There was the wild chase through the streets with guns
barking; there was the dumped body; and there was the multiplicity
of versions of what happened. Certainly, you cannot have so many
different and conflicting versions of the same event without
somebody or somebodies lying their heads off and 211 the way to
their back teeth. If/:ﬁeiad had this number of conflicting versions
of the same event in the United States an American Grand Jury would
have a wonderful time putting each person onthe witness stand %o
give his version under oath. The various versions would then be
investigated till the #ruth is ferreted out, and those who had lied
under oath would be charged with perjury and face a longish time in
jail., Perhaps it ds time for us to have something like that here,
specifically for election times, and perhaps restricted only t»
candidates and political activists, I think this restriction is
essential otherwise we would have serious problems finding jail space
for all the liars we have. Anywagy, on the assumption that some kind
of prosecution is likely to follow thas$ running shoot-out at 61d
Harbour I wall not speculate on who is lying or who has perjured
themselves up to their necks., VWhat we can safely say is that the
ways of the wild, wild west have nothing in common with democracy

and the democratic process. In the wild wild west they settled their



differences with barking guns and shoot-outs and burnings. Under

our system?igpiie supposed to settle sSheir differences by peaceful
and legalvmeans. Which is why we have, up to now, used ballots and
not bullets to settle our political differences. Now, the wild ones
in our political system seem bent on using the barking gun and the
bullet 2s a kind of perduader to make people either vote the way

they want or else stay away from voting. This is one of the more
subtle and covert weays of undermining democracy. Any time you try to
frighten pecple into voting a certain way or iato not voting you

are really chipping away at the foundations of eldective parliamentary
democrecy. For =2 democracy to be hnealthy and to flourish the
politicians must show the kind of self-restraint and moderation

which allows for the free expression of views, for frez and open
campaigning, and for respect for each other and for the voters whose
votes they are seeking. The brand of polities which uses strong-arm
tectics end the barking gun and the burning down of homes always

ends up mashing up people's rights and freedoms and, ultimately,
democracy itself. It is up to the Jamaican people, up to the
Jamaican voters, %Eax to make sure that the political wild oné?é,
wherever they be, are driven out of the political l1life of tais
country by rejecting them at the polls., That, it seems to me, is one
of the majori responsibilities of every Jemaica voter in next month's
voting. OUne of the greatest enemies of our kind/ggnsenting and
participatory democracy is extremism of any kxind. A textbook express-
ion of extremism is the notion: He wﬁ&éﬁ: not for me is against me,
Well, there are very many among us, pesksps a majority, who do not
want to be forced into tﬁig;sgfaight-jqcket. We wqnt to be free to

chooseqwithout any pressures from an { t4
Yy politieal bulj Y
to stand up for that right. Goodnight lies. We may have
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ng?/ New Regulations in Force
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For brosdcast on Wednesdey
September 10, 1880, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Jemeica's Parliement lest night extended the very
controversial Suppression of Crime Act for another twenty-one days:
and, mqually, if notl more,important, Parliament also received the
new Regulations under which the Security Forces will from now on
exercise the power given them under the Suppression of Crime Act.
It seems that our Parliament dealt with this matter in a very much
more balanced and mature and reasonable manner than many of our
so-called more responsible groups in the society., Our Perliament-
erians, thank heaven, displayed none of the 'give them a free hand'
mentality on the one side, or _ the 'order them back to the barracks'
mentality on the other. The one main disagreement between the two
sides in perliament was over the length of time for which the Act
should be extended. The Opposition wanted a longer period than
twenty—-one days. But the acting Minister of National Secukity said
the twenty-one day period would give the Government a chance to
assess just how effective the new Regulations are in practice, and
parliement would meet on September 30th, tie end of the mcnth, to
decide on what measures should be put in place between then and

the general elections, I think a reasonable conclusion to draw
from Mr. Dunkley's statement must be that if these new regulations
do the trick and cut down or elimanate the abuses of which there
have been such widespread complaints, then we may go into the
elections with the Act and the new Regulations as they now are,

resull mn
If, on the other hend, the new regulations do not aeliewre the
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reduction of the current level of abuse complained of by many
citizens then parliasment will obviously have to think again and
perhaps cbme up with new ideas on how to deal with the vexed
in the security force

problem of the abuse by some/of the power and authority veste%ﬁén
them under the Act. And, given the chargeSof political bias S;t

as possible
makes sense to try and get as fair and unbisased security system/in
place well before election, So what are the highpoints of the new
regulations? First, and foremost, they begin the process of giving
the main responsibilitvy for making decisions under the Suppression
of Crime Act to the police, the civilian arm of security. The key
decisions will be made by the police, the soldiers will he a back-ug
supporting force. This, incidentally, is what the bipartisan
Berliamentary Committee on Mational Security has been pressing for.
That Committee wanis the Suppression of Crime Act itself amended =o
as t® make it crystal clear that the police are in charge. No doubt,
doing it by way of regulation is becsuse of delay in drafting the
recessary amendmemnt, The effect though is the same. So when anybody
is held from now on & senior police officer must decide whether the
arrest is justified. And if the police decide that it is justified
then the person must be told the reason and a Detention Order nust
be made by a Justice of the Peace., So it will be done under the law
and supervised by the police who ere trained to deal on a day-to-day
basis with the citizens of the verious communities, The point is that
the training of soldiers is & totally different thing: they are
tragned for war, to fight, not tc keep the peace or to deal with

citizens on eany basis other than that of an occupying force. But

becaﬁse they are also the most disciplinedd group within the society

because of the nature of their -t they are excelle
Vtesfﬂs training? nt at taking

orders, The giving[gf those ordersmust be in civilian hands, Goodnigp



é?pression ¢f Crime: the Dilemmea

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on kMondey
September 8, 1980, €.10p.m

Good evening: There is mounting controversy in the scociety over
whether the Suppression of Crime Act should or should not be extenddd
Mest of the private sector groups went the Suppression of Crime Act
extended: some went it extended for six months, some until after
the election; and those whe call for the extension went it to be
"without eny amendcment to its present form". In other words, let
the fight zgainst crime continue as it is now being conducted with-
out any changes to inhibit or limit the behaviour of those who
conduct that fight. That is the one side of it., On the other side
2 growing number of whet are described a&s mess orgenisations have
begun to very seriously gquestion the wisdom of continuing or
extending the Suppression of Crime Act in its present form: some
of these groups
/went the Act amended tc prevent the grsve abuses alleged to have
been visited ogyﬁgtizenn by some members of the security forces;
others do not want the &ct renewed at zll gnd want ell the soldiers
to return to their berrecks. The minimum cell on this side is for
the Act to be amended before it is extended; the meximum csll is not
te renew it, 1t seems to me thet we ere all going tc need to think
very seriously end very responsibly if we are nct to allow these
‘conflicting views on the Suppression ¢f Crime Aet to become a full-
blown pertisen election issue. It may suit this or that special
interest group to pley politiecs with this issue. It is not in the
national interest and it is not good for Jemaica's future to play

politics with the fight ageinst crime. We sre, all of us, or at

the overwhelming majority of us, against crime and violence. So
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there should be no difficulty for that seme overwhelming majority
to arrive at agreement on the best, most constitutional and most
socially accepted way to conduct the fight against crime and
violence. I do not think myself that our police force can handle
this fight all by itself: I think they need the help of the military.
But I think that the pqlice, as the civilian force, should be and
should Le seen to be i4charge. Any joint operation should at all
times be under police control, which is under the control of the
civil authority. To say that the Act as it now stands must be
continued without any kind of adjustment is to ignore or to be
gravely insensitive to the senseigutrgge in large sections of the
society over the behaviour of some members of the security force.
Do we really have to condone the violation of the constitutional
rights of Jamaican citizens in order to stop crime? Do we have to
turn a2 blind eye to abuse of the rule of law in order tc stop
crime and violence? I think not. I think the greater powers
allowed the security forces under the Suppression of Crime Act are
right now must
essential/to bring erime under control: but there/wmx be checks
there must be strict end
and balances, and/stern control by those in charge, to ensure that
those who exercise theggﬁgganot abuse them. That is the way of
the rule of law. Anything else, any 'free hand' mentality, any
‘back to the barrecks' mentality,/bgfﬁimately defeats the central
purpose of this exercise which is to put a stop to crime in order
that freedom and democracy may flourish in the land. Our dilemma
is that instead of seeking out areas of agreement in order to
co—-operate on this, or indeed any other of our many problems, we
seize on every difference and play it to the hilt for partisan or

: put 2 rein on
sectional gain. If we do notxxtl;/this, especislly Where security

is concerned, we, end democracy, may all lose. Goodnight,



The Suppression of Crime &
‘\The Rule of Law

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
September 5, 1980, 6.1P.p.m.

Ggod evening: That harrowing tale cerried on television news last
/Q;ggﬁich two young women, one of them in a state of advanced
pregnancy, told of how they were beaten and manhandled by members
of a security patrol raises the disturbing question: Is it necessary
to violate the rule of law in order to suppress crime? When we
hear or read of members of the security forces being accused of
treating citizens unfairly or brutalising them a normal tendency
is to be skeptical and to wonder to what extent those who complained
had themselves contributed to the harsh treatment they received
by being provocative. Watching those two women, nu such doubt or
question was raised in my mind, Instead, I had a strong sense of
being a witness to & eonscious and deliberate flouting of the rule
of law, Hence the question: Do we have to violate the rule of law
in order to suppress crime? If the answer is no, then there is no
way that the society can ignore the aharges of those two young
women that they were brutalised and beaten and humiliated, If that
sort of thing can happen to poor young people tﬁgzi, what is to
prevent it from happening to affluent middle-class people/ tomorrow
or the day after tomorrow, or next month or next year? If, on the
other hand, the answer is yes we have to accept the violation of
the rule of law as étemporary expedient in order to bring crime
under control, then fhe logical question is: What kappens afterwardss

If we give anybody a free hand to do exactly as he pleases, no
questions asked, provided only that he puts down the criminals,
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then what happens when that job is done and there are no more
criminals to put down? Do we expect the happy cowboy now used
to being free to make his quick draw and 'drop' his man and rough-up
lihoever he wants to, no questions asked, to suddenly revert to
respecting and observing xmxesx and abiding by the rules? And what
if he decides that operating outside the rules is much too excting
and rewarding to give up? Who will then disarm him and makg}ﬁbserve
the rule of law? It is one thing to give a man 2 gun with little or
no strings: it is quite another thing to disarm that man once he
has developed a taste for using that gun, with little or no strings
attached, with little or no inhibitions,  And the law, and the rule
of law, 1is the single most inhibiting factor of civilised human
society. Under the law and under ‘the rule of law the strongest and
the weakest are guaranteed equal security, equal dignity, equal
proteetion. Whoever violates the law, no matter how high or how low,
is subject to the punishment of the law, No democratic society dare
which violate

give any section of its members powers/this fundemental concept.
Under our Constitution the civil authority, the Cabinet of a freely
elected Parliement, is the highest authority in the land., Its author-
ity encompasses everything Jamaicen, including the security forces.
So when those soldiers yesterday ignored Minister Dunkley's request
to tell him who was in charge, after he clearly indentified himself,
they showed disrespect not only for thef man and his office, bhut
also for the government and ci##e institutions of the society,This
is one small indicator of the sort of thing that happens when any

of people &L = U
group/get the impression/ that they are free to violate the rule of le

So let us back away from this dangerous notion., We can suppress

crime without violating the rule of law, It is up t the military
authority to enforce respect for the rule of law on ts members,

Goodnight
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i /ﬁ Q] A Perspective on the World Economy

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
September 3, 1980, 6,10p.m

Good evening: It looks as though that series of Polish strikes
which have ocommanded world attention over the last couple of weeks
have really come to an end, The Polish workers seem to have won
all their major demands; the Polish communist party and government
seem to have been forced to meke major and far-reaching concessions,
the most important of which are clearly politieal., The demand for
the right to form free and independent trade unions, was clearly a
political demand, Freedom of association is a political right.
Freedom of speech is a political right. Freedom from censorship is
a political right, And it was these essentially political rights
which were at the top of the list of the Polish strikers' demands,
The fact thet an East Europeen communist government has given in
to these demands, however unwillingly, is a matter of significance
long-term
i itself. But it could have the much greater/significance of
being the start of a chain-reac?ion of change in labour relations
be tween communist regimes ang?;gikers throughout Eastern Europe.
Becausﬁ?%ﬁeoiestern capitalist world and the western media seized
on what was going on as some sort of anti-Soviet, anti-communist
uprising in keeping with their own Iast-West conflict peeconception:
they tended to either miss or blur this long-term implication. Up
to this point trade unions in all the communist countries of the
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe were controlled by the communist

parties who in turn controlled the government, Now, as a result

ofl%ést week and this week's agreements, Polish workers who want to,
w ; .
» § be able to organise and manage their own trade unions, The
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Polish Government has, with the approval of the Polish Communist
party, signed an agreement to this effect. And I do not think they
would dare go back on that agreement, at least in the foreseeable
future, And what happened in Poland this year makes it that much
more possible for the same sort of thing to happen in Hungary or
Czechoslovakia or East Germany next year or the year after or the
year after. The first breakthrough is always the most difficult.
And so we see a significaent change in the strucpural face of East
European communism, I suggest, though, that ii}izgpened in Polend
rather than elsewhiiz giZauwe of the economic policies of the Polish
government, Poland opted for what some western sources have dubbed
as 'Goulash communism', Goulash is a very nourishing soup, something
like the West Indian pepperpot; a rich meal in itself. Goulash
was and is
communism/mg a consumerist-type system in which they maintain their
financial links with the West and borrow very heavily., Poland's
debt to international western bankers now stands in the region of
some $20,000-millioneAmerican, So she is as deep intec the debt trap
as any poor Third World country, And it was and is this acute
Polish economic crisis that fueled the pressure for radical change.
Radical change usually tekes place in times and in situations of
frisis, no matter what the social or political system. And propagande
from all sides nothwithstanding, the entire world economy is incrisis
right now. There were 4,500 bankruptcies in Britain last year,and
Britain's formerCHancellordff the Exchequer,Dennis Healgy, predicts
fiscal comservatism
a further 6,000 bankruptcies thls yearL The upcoming American
election is being fought on the economic crisis and mounting unemploj
v ot Coriilng-
ments And given this crisis in the world economy, we can expect

radical changes wherever the stems{ cannot e strains and
pressures of the crisis an [meet the basic né’E?‘[ o? the people,

Goodnight



l) J.C.C. on Security Force 'Abuses'
2) Commissioner Bowes Protests Circular

/ {%;?7 _ 3) Political Shortages {
&\/_v’ / 4) Poor Start to New Scool Year

NEWS COMMENTARY

Tor broadcast on Monday

September 1, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The two most welcome news developments of the past

weekend were, first, the invitation by the Jamaica Council of Churche:

to all citizens to report all cases of abuse and denial of their

human rights by any members of the security forces to the Jamaica

Council of Churches itself; and, second, the making public of the

fact that it was the Commissioner of Police, Mr. Bill Bowes, who

was the first to object to that politically loaded guestionaire that

detainees at Jdoint Police/Military Command Posts were required +to

answer. You know, ana I know that there are very many people,

especially those from the ghetto areas, who just will not go to

any complaint centre run by the security forces themselves to report

cases of abuse or violations of civie rights. It is all a question

of confidence, And the poor and the unemployed young just do not

have the confidence that they will get justice if they complained to

the securkty forces. They may be absolutely wrong about this; and

I personally think that in many cases they are wrong, The fact is

that this is how very many of them feel. And so even the most

honest and honourable members of the seccurity force --and I think

they make up the vast majority ~ are feared and distrusted because

of the misdeeds of a small minority. And this has, of course, cast

serious doubt on gll our calls for aggi¥eded people to report
non-party

abuses by way of the proper channels. One of the very few/institutza

in the society that the ghetto poor and our young who are unemployed

will still trusi enough to compla$n to is the Jamaica Council of
Churches. The ghélto youth associated or identified with one of the
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political parties, will take +itheir complaints to the perty and
hope for redress through the action of the party, It is easier
effective
and safer for a political party to make/repres@ntation to the heads
of the security forces about abuses than it is for an individual
or a number of individuels, This, like it or not, is how it is,
Those not indentified with any party were the ones who up to now
had nowhere to turn in case of abuse, Now I hope these people widkl
take their compleints of harrssment or abuse by any member of the
security forces to the Jemaica Council of Churches, The people
concerned must trust the chennels through which we urge them to
make their complaints, We saw one such 'channel of trust' being
2ast Thursday 40
set up/by a group of/union delegates representating six trade unions
and some 10,000 workers on the industrizsl estate in Kingston. New,
the Jamaica Council of Churches has come forward as a channel of
trust through which the non-unionised and the non-party people can
voice their complaints, Thus, out of necessity, the society is
painfully fashioning its own new channels of trust for coping with
abuse: and 1 think these channels of trust may end/ggvering very
much more then just compleints against elements in the security
forces, We sre alrecady seceing the strong beginnings of channels of
trust through which people can repert on,and initiate a2ction against,
Such os i V. P.1s
politically motivated shorteges and hoardi;g% and I suspect that the
poor start to the new school year which begins todayg,and the general
sense of dissatisfaction with the level of responsiveness of our
educational bureaucracy, will, sconer or later, result in another

channel of trust for ducumenting complaints on education. And so,

finally to Commissioner Bill Bowes. I think we all of us, including
the security forces, owe him much for bringing that politically

loaded questionaire to light and so i
- putting a stop to it, W
be more than proud of our top cop. Goodnigﬁt x- " S



1) The Abuse of Power & Normal Channels of Complaint
2) 1l1th U.N. Special Session: A Poor Start

NEWS COMMTNTARY Q/ .
For broadcast on Friday (7
Mgust 29, 1980, 6,10p.m 39]

Good evening: The current public discussion and debate on Tuesday's
demonstration in protest against the alleged abuse of authority by
some elements in the security forces, and on whether leading members
of the PNP should have led such a demonstration, i:ysﬁiﬁf almost
inevitably, as just another facet of partisan electoral polities.
There may be some truth to this, but it is not the whole truth,
For, eledoral politics or not, the problem is real and goes far
beyond the run-up to the October eleetions., The relations between
especially the young, andsome
the poor people in the ghetto areas,/mxpEzisXXyxIMEXYIRRZXNRAXAEE
elements in the security forces, has been mm unhappy for a long time,
You may recall that one attempt , a couple of years back, to deal
with what most of us accepted as a bad situation between some element
in the police force and some people in the ghettoes, lec to the
setting up of a Citizens' Complasnts Board head by a retired
distinguished Jjurist, DBut as I understand it, people with complaints
against members of the force were unwilling to come forward for a
number of reasons. One reason was the fear of reprisal from the
person against whom they complained or from that person's comrades,
Another was the general feeling that nothing would come of it:
people cited others who had made reports and nothing hed come of
it - so why risk being vict@mised and perhaps brutalised to no point.
And then there was the question of waether the police were prepared

to co-operated with the Citizen's Complaints Board. In the end,

as far as we knew, little or nothing came of this attempt to create
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safe and
a2 normal end healthy and peaceful and/socially acceptable way for

citizens of tne ghetto areas in particular to voice their complaints
egeinst those members of the force whom they felt had abused their
aathority. I recall this because it seems to me that in addition

to that very pertinent question asked by the Jamaica Bar Association
- Who Guards the Guardians - there is another gquestion that has to
be asked, And it is this: What do the citizens do if 'seeking
redress through normal chennels' leads nowhere? what do they do if,
after their complaints have been duly noted in triplicate and filed,
the abuses continue? This, I suggest, is an important aspect of

the debate that we dare not ignore if we are serious about upholding
the rule of law, Does the citizen, having gone through 'normal
channels' submit to abuse, if that abuse continues?

Next, the first week of the two-week long llth Special Session of
the U.N. Cneral Assembly, has not been a very good one in terms of
any substantial progress in the search for a new international
economic order. No matter how hard the now much enlarged Group of
77 pressed, tne rieh western countries were in no mood to make

major concessions to the developing countries. Neither of the two
superpowers seem prepared to cut their massive spending on arms in
order to divert more of their resources into Third World development,

And with massive unemployment growing in their own countries - there

in
are some eight and a quarter million unemploymdpf the U.S. and over
in
two million/Britain - they sre not about to make it easier for the
to manxfxwtuxed

Third World/sell/mammfaziuxmd competing manufactured goods in their
countries, And they are of course haggling on the price they must
pay for raw materials. 8o, inevitably, the Third VWorld is going to

hsve to do great deal more inter-Third World trade than in the past.

¥hich is part end parcel of the movement towsrd the new international
economic order, Goodnight
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q/ 1) Security - Above Psrtisan Politiecs
/AV(: 2) Who Can Monitor?

\iii// 3) Security & the Young & Poor

REWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
August 27, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The events of the past two days in which gunmen
shot up what is reported as a fund-raising dance at a club in
Kingston, killing four young people and wounding many others; and
the all-night vigil and/g?g;tg%gdemonstration by PNP leaders and
supporters against what they themselves describe as the abuse of
their authority by a minority in the security force, is the sort
of explosive stuff with which it is easy to make mischief if one
among us
is sof inclined. And, unfortunately, there are those/who are so
inclined. But fortunagely for :;i of us, a majority of Jamaicans
are becoming thoroughly sick and tired of the attempts at misehief-
/mz:iig, and, what is more important , they are seeing through it.
It is not in Jamaica's best interest for any sedtion of the Jamaican
society to be set up against the nation's security forces. Most
Jamaicans, of all political persuasions, know this, Certainly, the
overwhelming majority in both the PNP and the ILP know this, Both
politieal parties and their leaders have declared this. So on this
matter of security, at least, there is, or we say there is, common
ground. So why these mischievous and dangerous suggestions and
innuendos that one political party is in support of the security
forces and the other one is opposed tc them? VWhy the propaganda
which suggests that any kind of protest against abuse is protest
ageinst the force as 2 whole? Are some of us saying there must be
no protest against ab?aﬁzﬂfﬁng? saying that the force is above

o’
question and criticiam?L-Or are we playing at political mischief by
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creating a mood and climate, or trying to create a mood and climate,
in which the force smem is persuaded to see one paPty as being on
its side and the other p-rty as being against it? It seems to me
that if this is what is intended then those who play this dangerous
geme had better understand/:iizx clearly that they are digging a
deep grave for the elective parliesmentary system. Once the security
forces are sucked into elective partisan politics the kind of
democracy we now operete becomes impossible, It is one thing to
politicize the security forces; to make them aware of the broad
and problems
national issues/involved in their work of keeping the peace and
protecting the citizen, Such a politicized security force would not,
for instance, almost automatically treat the poor and unemployed
yoeung of the ghettoes as crammnal and guilty until they prove their

innocence; and the tensions whieh now exist between ghettog youth

and sections of the security force would be greatly eased, given

R
such a higher level of [political awareness on the part of the force.
Tk&ovﬂi s wel aerime 8 'd wet $etualed aS a crina.
But thatl is a very, very different thing from members of the security

forces conned or suckered or otherwise induced into acting on behalf
of either political party in the run-up to elections. In the interest
of the nation, in the interest of multi-party parli amentary
democracy, and ultimately in their own interest, our security forces
must be and must be seen by all to be, above partisan politics.
members of the force
And if politiciens, or some of them, are determined to suck/Xhsmx
into partisan postures, then the society must help them resist such
pressures, The catch is that for the society to want to do this it

must see the force as friend and protector rather than something to

be feared., That is the challenge to the force itself., For the rest of
us the challenge is to recognise and resist any attempt to takev%ﬁﬂaw

mischief between the force and any section of the community, Goodnigh-



Zimbabwe Joins U.N,
3) A Yardstick for Change

g NIEO Issue at UN Special Session

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
August 25, 1980, 6,10p.m
Good evening: Over the next three or four days the attention of
most Third World journalssts and political observers will be focussed
in New York,
on the United Netions/Rmiding and on what goes on there., Today
Jamaicg's Prime Minister will deliver the keynote ddnress at a
special function where non-governmental U.N. organisetions will
leunch a 'development drive for the 1980s', And also today, Zimbabwe
will become fhe 153rd member of the United Nations, And so the
forces of the Third World and the Non-Aligned Movement at the U.N.
will be greatly strengthened by this mew addition to its ranks.
There is very little doubt that the voice of Zimbabwe, at the United
Ngations, will be a power%i one in favour of economic and political
independence for all people, irrespective of ideology. It will also,
and complex econmic
I think, be a strong voice and influence against the subtle/neo-
colonialism of the multinational corporations, Zimbebwe with its
important strategic chrome deposits on which the United States
depends, is itself going to have to do some pretty delicate and
tough negotiating to get for itself a fairer share of the proceeds
from its mineral resources which, in sddition to chromium include
sizeable deposits of gold, asbestos and coal, And tomorrow when Mr,
Roberf Mugabe speaks for Zimbabwe at the opening mmmmkamx of the
11tn/;£§§igi Session of the U.N. General Assembly the question of
the exploitation of his country's mineral resources and how the
proceeds are shared is bound to be on his mind, whether he mentions

wll ée
it directly or not. I rather s$aspect that chrome(wsz one of the

matters which must Meme come up when Mr. Mugabe mé&Swith V.3,
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Administration officials in Washington(q‘!iﬁsp. And we must hope
those officials will have #é&@& the good sense not to try ang sort
of pressure tactics on Mugabe. Men who have liberated theigygountries
through the barrels of guns, and who have then had their power
confirmed by way of the ballot box as well, do not/iﬁiﬁpgeing 'deaned
on', They tend to react strongly to pressure. I think Dr, Henry
Kissinger's failure to undeestand this central fact led to his
failure to achieve any sort of successfmkx in his diplomatic efforts
in general eand Africe in particular
in the Third Worldf/ and his failure was, of course, his country's as
well, Andrew Young, who unders$tood this central fact, tried to
reverse the Kissinger approach; but businmss interests in the United
States as well as in Britain and West Europe, scuttled Andrew Young.
Anyway, this Special session of the U.N. is concerned primarily with
the world's economic problems and the Third World vall for a new
international economic order is bound to be the key issue., Already,
at a press conference at U.N., headquarters on Saturday, the current
chairmen of the G?oup of 77 (which is now much lerger in number) has
warned that if tgzjgzzeloped countries resisted Third World efforts
to bring about changes in economic relations, the developing
countries will strike back, He did not spell out what retaliatory
action the Group of 77 would take, but he did say the Group of 77
"is not negotiating from a position of weakness", So it looks like
being a week of fireworks at the United Nations with the pressure
for the re-ordering of economic relations between the rich and the
poor of the earth at the centre of things. This clash comes at a
particularly difficult time for the capitalist west because capitalism

itself is in deep crisis. But radical change usually takes place in

times of crisis., For instance Polsnd today is an almost classic yard-

stick by which we can the changéng f :
Europe. Goodnight measure geng face of communism in East



1; Politics & Security
‘;'u_ . —a

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
August 22, 1980, 6.10p.m
Cood evening: There is a strange sort of madness that hits most
politicians when election times draw near, Men and women who are
normally reasonable and calm and balanced and who normally see at
least two sides of a question,suddenly become so blinkered and so
prejudiced and so intoleramt as to become dangerously negative and
destructive, And for us in Jamaica where there has been a sort of
permenent election campaign going on, this madness has become
very widespread and has tended to do harm to most, if not all,of
the key institutions which underpin the stability of the society.
At one time or another, almost 2ll our instutitions have been made
into partisan political footballs, to be kicked around by this side
or that, At one time or another the churches have been attacked by
one party and defended by the other., VWhen the JLP was critical
of the churches, the PNP defended: when the PNP was critical the
security
JLP defended. The same has happened with the/mEwwxmms forces, our
institutions of law and justice, the newws media, When the one side
criticises,tthe other side defends, And one often gets the impressio:
that the defending% whichever it is, usually defends because the
other side has attacked. The most importent consideration, it
often seems, is ngt whether what is being said is right or wrong,
whe ther the critﬁgm is valid or not, but ratherf;s a kind of auto-
matic tit-for-tat, If the -ne side says 'this is wrong'; the other
said seys 'no, it is right'. This is of course within the nature
of our brand of adversary politics where one side is there specific-

ally to oppose what the other side does and stands for. It is in
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the very nature of our politic‘s of the 'ins' and the 'outs8 that
thef mein business of the 'outs' is to bring down the 'ins' and to
without :
replace them. And to de this without violence and/disorder this bran
of politiciés is usually based on & number of writteh and unwritten
assumptions and understandings. And one of the key assumptions is
that the fundamental institutions of the society would, as far as
possible, be insulated from narrow partisan electoral politics, The
, for instance,
law/and the agencies of the law - the courts, the éecurity forces -
be
should/and should be seen %o be above partisan politics, But what
does the
auxxpxzsent society do, what can it do, when the politicisns and the
2
political parties seem d@ermined to drag these institutions into
s
pertisan electoral politiecs? Clearly, if these fundemental institutior
cempaigning
are divided along partisan lines during electiong the chances of
having such elections free from violence and disorder are greatly
reduced. So the greatest servieé?ur two parties can do the elective
parliamentary process at this time is to cool it when it comes to
these fundamental institutions, especially the security forces. Stop
playing politicss with the security forces. lLet them get on with the
job. And where there are complaints of irregularities and of harass-
ment of citizens let these be dealt firmly and quickly and in accord-
ance with the rule of law, And in the light of some recent complaints
it might be very useful for those commanding the security forces to
give clear and specific instructions on how the force should deal
with the citizenry. And it might he useful for all r%@ing parties
inclade | &
to/maxe one officer or non-commissioned officer whose job &% to
report any illegal behaviour on the part of any member of the raiding
party. The important thing is to keep P&Frtisan electoral pPolitics



The Politician & the Press:
Mr., Seaga & the JBC

NEWS COMMENIARY
For bro=adcast on Wednesday
August 20, 1980, 6.10p.m
Good evening: RKelations between the Leader of the Opposition and
the Jamaica Broadcasting Corporation have been bad, and deteriorating
ever since the PNP gained power in 1972, Of late, however, those
unpleasant and
relations have reached such a low point and have taken such an /
ominous turn that I think there is serious need for the community as
a whole to think again about the relations between the politician
end the press, After all, if the JLP were to win the next election
Mr, Seaga would become the next Prime Minister. Given his descriptio:
of the JBC as a ‘'sewerpit' - not the 'cesspit' into which so many
turn exriphon
from a2 certain gquarter of the media are trying to/mzke his A
égét is he likely to do about the JBC if he were to become Prime
He has not told us bhut a reasonable
Minister?/ XKE essumption must be that he would want to 'clean out
the sewerpit' which could mean a wholesale firing of those now seen
as being the 'propaganda arm' of the PNP, And if this were done,
that for
how would it squere with such JLP slogans as/'Equal Rights and
Justice'? How would it square with the promise of no victimisation
under & JLP regime? And what could any Parliamentary Opposition of an;
political complexion
/ really expect from 2 group of journalists who see their jobs and
their livelihoods,and in some cases, their ability to remain in their
native land, threstened if that Opposition were to gain power? 1In
the journalists
a sense/thizxaimant involved are almost forced into hostility to
such an Opposition out of a sheer sense of durvival, And this,
logically, brings us to the question of the involvement of the
journelist in what goes on in the society’ 'Re question of the

journalist taking a stand on th issues, and the trickier questions
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of bias and of objectivity. One of the main charges levelled
JLP is that
against the JBC by the/@mxmsitkmm of bias. The trouble is that
the same charge of bias could be levelled at each and everyone
of our mejor media houses. Indeed, we are, all of us biassed to
We all have preferences, choices, points of view,
some degree or other./That is part of being human. And since
journalists are human beings they are bound to have the same sort
of biases as are found in the rest of the society. What those who
level the charge of bias usually mean is that they disagree with or
dislike that particular bias: but they make it sound as though having
a bias is in itself wrong. And yet those who do make these charges
of bias are themselves among the most biased in the society. I
that the bi
think/judgement of/tha% JBC£Daily News poll in which s/majority found
JBC treatment
approxed of the news acceptable is much nearer the mark than the
JLP charges of bias, Indeed, the poll says a majority of JLP supporte:
approved of the JBC. The question is: Do we have one sey of standards
say
foi/thé JBC because it is government-owned and another set of

standards for, say, the Daily Gleaner, because it is privately owned?
;his double-standard?
And why, Is p& part of a campaign to neutralise the publicly-owned
al ?to.swewﬂ m%\esﬁ'ttS\’,W&(
media in order to try and keep the privately-owned media[}n the

ascendency? Do not forget it is only now, after eighteen years of
really
independence, that the Jamaican new%media is jsut beginning to/give
to the Jamaican people, and therefbreﬁ?%unded
axxarisdyxxanyxukiedx a varied, meny-sided/picture of what goes
on in the world and in Jemaica, We do not even have just one set of
opinion polls anymore. And the greater the variety‘the better, Now,
relations between the politician and the journalist have elways
been tricky and difficult and uneasy in our kind of multi-party
parliamentary democracy with{%ﬁf concept of the press as the Fourth
arao\ a?w&ws
Estate. And it has required{mutua respect from both politician and
Journalist for press freedom to continue. The day the politiciean

dominates and terromiees the journalist that freedom will die, 4
would-be Prime Minister must understandﬁgggéuigct. Goodnight,



1) After the Gervey Ceremonies
2) Poland: the Challenge of Change
3) KNew Moves in Middle East

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
August 18, 1980, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The weekend news, both here at home was well as in
many other parts of the world - especially those parts where you
find concentrationépf black folkR - was dominated by the ceremonies
honouring the 93rd énniversary of the birth of lMercus Garvey. One
reasonably accurate coneclusion to draw from what went on here at

over this weekend
home/is that there is now far too much hard information available
on Garvey for any of the would-be manipulators to get away with
using Garvey's name and Gervey's words in dishonest and self-ser¥ing
ways, WManipulators and would-be manipulators can only misinterpret
2i.d twist and distort in a climate of ignorance or where there is not
enough factual information readily available. Where the information
is freely available the light ozﬁzruth of a matter will always

eny attempt at

outshine/the darkness of manipulative dishonesty on that particular
matter. And so it was with the Garvey ceremonies over this weekend.
Cther items of weekend news worthy of nete are, first, that pokitica.
ly intriguing wave of strikes in Poland; andFecond, that gathering
of 13 Islamic states and the PLO at Casablamca in Morocco to plan
a response to the Israeli declaration that Jerusalem is the 'eternal
capitel' of the &mwxsk state of Isrsel. The western?gzgia, and
indeed the foreign ministries of most Western powers, have been
watching the unfolding and the expanding of the wave of Polish

strikes with almost obsessive interest. Does it mean a crack in the

mythical communist monolith? Is it the beginning of the end of

communism? A break, perhaps, from Soviet domination? Proof, perhaps,
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that communism is not the superior economic system that its supporter
claim for itg);hat like capitalism it, too, is subject tp periodic
economic crises? All very interesting and intriguing questions.
The one good thing that has come out this time around is that there
from some western gquarters
has been no reckless incitement/for the Polish people to rise up
against their rulers., It was this kind of incitement during the
Hungarian uprising of 1956, when Hungarians were led to believe that
Western forces would come to their help, which led to their bitter,
almost suicidal resistance and ultimately, to their brutal suppressio:
by Soviet and Warsaw Pact forces., The Hungamrian protesfs might have
taken a different and less bloody turn if the peoplé:hadéggt been
led to believe that the West, in the form of the United States, would
come to their aid. There was, of ecourse no such aid and vast numbers
of Hungarians #kms were killed. The Polish strikers do not run that
risk this time around. They are mot trying to overthrow the regime;
they are just trying to make it more responsive than communist
regimes have hitherto been to certain notions of civill liberties,
straight economic
Wnat begen as/strikes now include demands for an end to press censor-
ship and the right to form independent trade uniong. Indications are
that the Polish government will negoitiate these deﬁands.,And S0,
inevitably, communism will, however unwiliingly, be caught up in the
process of change, In theory communists know this?“;n practice -
especially in Egstern Iurope - they have tended to resist any change
which they did not themselves initiate and control. But the dynamics
of change will not be denied, whatever the social and politiecal syster
Tcloomic $fates
ihe Casablanca meetinggcould agree on a plan to impose sanctions on
any country which supports Israel's position on Jerumadlem. And oil

would be the most effective tocle S0 what will the Western powers do?

Goodnight,



l) Storm Damage
2) Politics of Disaster
3) Certer Remominated: Kennedy the Victor

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Fraday

August 15, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: This week, here at home at least, ends as it began,
with national pre-occupation on the damage done as Hurricane Allen
passed some forty miles to the north of Jamaica, Latest estimates
put the storm damage at well over $155-million, with the farming
community of the island being hit hardest, But alréady the small
farmers all over the country are back on the hills and in the
valleys picking up the pieces and putting the ravaged land back
into use., So life will go on and we will produce. But so much has
been mashed up that we will start feeling the shortage in a few
months time, It is important for our planners to make careful
provision for the coming period of shortage. One of the uglier
aspects of the storm and its aftermath was that some among us could
not even resist the temptation to play partisan politiecs with
disaster. There surely must be limits beyond which we will not
push the party political point-scoring business, I think it is up
to the Jamaican people to define those limits and to reject those
who go beyond those limits., If the Jamaican people do not themselves
do this then the business of playing partisan politics with disasters
could easily lead to the politics of disaster. And only those who
are determined to carry down Jemaica can benefit from that. So
insist on the obeervation of those limits on pein of being rejected
at the polls: it is a most powerful argument., But in spite of all
the messengers of gloom the week was not all negative. And the
single most positive development of the week was yesterday's

announcement by the Venezuelan Ambassador to Jamaica of the coming
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into force of the arrangement under which Jamaica and eight other
countries in the region will get their oil from Mexico and Venzuela
at = spedial rate by which they will pay only 70% of the prevailing
merket price, with the other 30# being allowed them as low-interest
developmental loans with very special and favourable terms, So all
those Jeremiahs who saw our search for & new economic order as a
pipddream will have to do a little choking. The new economic order
is in the making, And make no mistake about it, all the soft—pedallf%
or scoffing in sections of the media cannot and will not alter this,
It will not always come with drama and flourish as when we got that
tanker-load of Nigeriasn o0il or as in yesterday's snnouncement. More
often the gains will be small and slow and perceptible only to those
who look closely and carefully. We will see trading links bypassing
the metropoliten cougtries and we will see new patterns of co-oper-
ation and assistance. And all these will add up to that new economic
order in the making., But it is going to teke time and effort: that
is the way it is with all real change. The one sure thing is that
when it comes
there will be a new economic order one day, and/Jamaica will have
played a pround pert in its making. /nd on the American scene, Nr.
Jimmy Certer was last night renominated as the Democratic Party's
candidate for a second-term in the November 4th Presidential election
But though Carter got the nomination, the real victor of that
convention was Mr. Edward Kennedy who came out of itg as the strongé%
man in the Democratic Party. If Mr. Carter were to win in November
or if he were to lose, Kennedy would in either case be his logiceal

and most powerful successor eand the cendidate for 1984. The Kennedy
cempaign, and the Kennedy platform, which Carter had to accept last

night, were all designed, not for the 1980 election but for 1984,

And from that pePspective Edward Kennedy hes come outl the clear
victor, Goodnight
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b} National Heroes & Blectoral Politics

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
August 13, 1980, 6.10p.m.

first
Good evening: A bust of Marcus Garvey, Jamaica's/National Hero

and the universally honoured pponeer of African freedom, is to be
unveiled this Sunday in the Hall of Heroes of the Orggnisation of
American States, in Washington D.C. capital city of the United
States of America. One of the ironies of the siting of the Hall
of Heroes of the OAS in the American capital is sharply highlighted
by this honouring of Marcus Garvey. For it was the Government of
the United States that hounded and persecuted Garvey most bitterly.
Indeed, very few, if any, Latin American and Caribbean heroes in the
struggle for political and economic independence for their countries
found favour, let alone support from the United States in their
lifétimes, Most, in fact, met open hostility. The hostility to
Garvey was particularly strong and bitter because he exercised such
a considerable influence on black Americans: and his influence on
black Americans was immediate and direct and was seen as an immediate
So they turned on him with legal savagery.
and direct threat by the American establishment of the time.,/After
Garvey American blacks, as indeed blacks elsewhere in the world,
never again accepted the prevailing racial ¥a¥ues which had been
imposed on them. And the price he paid was American imprisonment
and a premature death at 53 in lonely self-imposed exile. Most
politicians only begin their political careers at fifty: Garvey's
was all but ended by then. But how much he crammed into that

comparatively short political 1life. Anyway, it is surely time now



for the Organisation of American States to think seriously about
re-siting its Hell of Heroes in a location which is not seen as

: economic
the centre from which United States/dmmimatimm and political
domination of the region has been traditionally directed., So why
not, for instance, Mexico City, as the site for the Hall of Heroes.
If spirits eould vote then I am sure that Gervey, (and the Latin
American Heroes) would opt for Mexico City or some regional site
other than Washington D.C., Until it does make such a move there will
be many who will continue to see the OAS as still dominated by neo-
colonialist thinking, This is the challenge posed by the OAS
honouring of Marcus Garvey, And here on the homefront our politician:
and our political parties had better be very careful about how they
use Garvey's name in their electioneering. Neither party has any
special claim on the use of Garvey name; and to use that name in a
deceptive and dishonest way is to debase and belittle it for self-
serving purposes: snd that is disreputable., Indeed, it might be

the society and agree on
sensible for/mz to work out/some code by which National Heroes will
not be used in electoral politics, One difficulty is that two of
our National Heroes were the founders of our two major political
parties, But I think we can still leave all the others out of narrow
electoral politics. The PNP cannot talk about its past and its
policies without referring to the Right Excellent Norman Manley: by
the same token the JLP cannot telk about its past and policies with-
out referring th the Right Excellent Sir Alexander Bustamante, And

if they have to refer to any of the other National Heroes then they
must do so in contexts which will unite rather than divide the societ;

That is how wise nations engage their national heroes in the building

of unity, tradition and commitment to land ang People, Goodnight



Disgraceful Behaviour at Lucea Centre
Political Intolera,ce & the Constitution
Ranny Willisws Remembered

Lo PN
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NEWS COMMENTARY

Pcr brozdeast on Mondasy

August 11, 1980, 6,10p.m

Goecd evening: ZHeports of what happened at the Iucea Hurrieane
Relief Centre on Friday night during the JLP tour led by the Leader
of the Opposition are conflicting, mkxh One side chargesg that xhm
2 number of people working at the Centre as voluniteers were attacked
by mzmbers of the JLP touring Party. The other side denies this
and makes the counter-charge that its supporteré were attacked. So
the matlier of who attacked whom is most likely to be resolved in a
Court of Law, Physical assault, physicel atiack is a matter for
our courts and should be dea2lt with at thet level., But There are
other aspects to this matter which I think we need so think about.
Tirst, there is vthe zhmmx fact ofsgggﬁdownright disgrzaceful nature
of what happened., Here you have e group of some 500 Jamsicens in =
relief centre because they were rendered homeless by Hurricane
Allen, The cenire is there to give them all the comfort snd support
possible at a2 very trying time. A reasonable sssumption is that
these people are %too distressed and disturbed to waent ¢ be either
politicised or politically agitated; & reascnatle assumption is
that they want {0 be accorded all the privacy possible in very
difficult circumstances, They have to put up with visiting parties
and inspections and the like because they heve ro choice; they sare
not in their own homes. But even though they are at the receiving
end of assistance, they do expect some comsideration snd some show

of reepect arnd reeling from those who come visiting and inspecting;

they are not, after all, beggars but taxpuying citizens ¢f a free

end open society. And I think it was an utterly shameful disgrace
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political

that they should have had this ugly partisan/trabalism inflicted
It ke wes a show of disrespect for them.
or them./ind this was supposed to be in the name of a non-partisan
anproach to help and relief for those who have suffered. If our
touring politicians cannot do hetter then we had better either stop
these so-called non-pzrtisan tours or else restrict them so severely
that they cannot be repeated with other of our fezglow citizens in
distress, Like it or not, the fact is that if you did not have that
JLP tour you would not have had xkax Friday's disgraceful and shame-
ful incident at the Iucea Hurricane Relief Centre. Then there is
the other a%pect of this matter which has important Constitutional
implications, and that is the matter of the political affiliation
of the people in charge of Iucea Relief Centre, A JLP leader in the
touring party was reportedly 'amazed’ to find a well-~knowm WPJ
activist as manager of the Lucea Kkelief Centre and with others also
in resposible positions, And the gentleman said he would protest
to the National Relief Committe and urge that such persons be removed
Now, there is not a word in the Jamaican Constitution which enshrines
either the JILP or the PNP as the only legal or legitimate or accept=.
Indeed, the Jamaican Constibution does not mention ,politicd@artié
able political parties in this country./The Constiutution does not
invest one kind of Jamaican with more human rightsor more political
or more free-speech rights
rights or more social rights/than any other kind of Jamaican., So I
wonld advise JLP spokesmen in particular to check the constitution
to ensure that they do not advocate the denial of its rights and
responsibilityes to any section of the Jamaican community or to any
individual. The rights it enshrines are for each andeveryone of us,
And finally, to all the glowing tributes paid to Ranny Williams I

Just want to add the word ‘gentleness', He was one of the two or

three most gentle human beings I have ever met. Goodnight.



1) Cleaning Up After Allen
2) Only Beginning of Hurricsne Sezson
3) Of Murder & the Knowledge of lurder

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

August 3, 1980, €.10p.m

Good evening: After the passing of the storm comes the t3me for
cleaning up, and much of this coming weekend will be devoted to
just that. And then there is the final tally to be made of the
demage. The preliminary estimates we have had so far must be seen
as just that: preliminary estimates, I think the final tally will
be very much higher, particularly in agriculture. And if the losses
in our own neck of the woods are anything to go by then the small
farmers, in particular, will have suffered the most grievous losses,
Food crops, food treesi have all been fiattened. And this, let us
never forget, is only?éhe beginning of the Hurricane Season, and
Allen was indeed the very first hurricane of the season. There is
8till the rest of August and September and October ahead of us. So
while we are grateful that the storm is past and the damage, though
severe, is not as dreadful as it could have been, we must not relax
our guard, The international weathep experts h,d predicted that
this could be & year of unusual hurricanes. There are many of us
who/ii;eeome to believe that the Almighty would somehow protect us
from the very worst ravages of such storms, precisely because we
have been spared for so many years, Indeed, even the final slight
turn away from us of Allen lends support to this belief, But the
old saying has it that the Lord helps those who help themselves, So
we must help our blessing and our good luck along by being prepared

throughout this predictedly unusualx hurricane season, One of the

best things to have come out so far was the way in which the McGregor
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Gully stood up to the strains of the heamyy rain this time around.
Reports are that we did not have the terrible flooding of earlier
years, 30 there are some things that wé are doing right, The importan
thing now is to be a3 well prepared as possible for the next time -
while praying =28 hard as we can for there t> be no next time,
And while we have been understandably preoccupied with Hurricane
Allen over the past few deys, the rest of th2 world has been going
about its business as usual. In the United States the Billy Carter-
Libyan connection continues to cause problems for President Carter
and his hopes of being re-elected for a2 second term, This is
definitely no Watergate-typs illegality in which the President is
involved, as was the case with Mr, Nixon, But the American news
nedia seems deternined to make a Presidential scandal out of it, ‘
And there are Republicans like Mr., Robert Dole, who has been describe
28 a political hatchetman, who are dédermined to milk the issue for
all the politicel mileage they can get out of it, And so the Dempocrat
ic Party's Nominating Convention will open in New York on Monday
with President Carter very much embattled because of the deeds of his
brother., From Zambadbwe came the startling news of the errest for
murder of a very senior Minister of Mr. Robert lugesde's party and
government, He was accused of murdering a white farmer, And from
country's
Israel came reports of the resignation of the/Security Chief,
reportedly vecause he was unhappy about the investigation intec the
sone of whom died,
bombing attacks on two West Bank Arab mayors/a couple of months ago.
One news story has it that lir. Begggyihe identity of some of those

responsible for the attscks and has done nothing about it. The

Zimbabwe story nas received by far the bigger play in the Western
neww media; but the BBC has helpefi tc give the story out of Israel

a world audience, What comes of these two stories of murder and the
knowledge of murder is bound to be political dynamite, Goodnight,



Independence Day, 1980

NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broadcast on Monday

August 4, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: And I hope that the Independénce weekend, and this
eighteenth Independence Day, have been as peaceful and as happy as
possible for you and yours., Who would have thought, on Independence
Dey this time last year, that the ugly political violence would have
been escalated to the level we have witnessed during the course of
this year? And who would have thought that the targeted victims
would be old women, like those at Eventide, and young women and
children? And what are we to say of the young men, the participants
in the violence &s well as the victims of the violence, who have

died in such large numbers during the course of this year? If, as a
society, we had done a better job, the drive and the energy and the
ingenuity and the native toughness of these young men might have been
channelled into creative and productive uses, instead of into the
deadly Mmxinzzxxafxksing politically menipulated business of destroyin
life and property. In this sense we, as a society, have failed.

But our failure was compounded and connived at by many forces, both
local and elsewhere, who would not leave us alone to get on with what
is in any case, and would be in any case, the very painful business
of reordering our national priorities, Change has never been easy;
and the kind of changes we wanted to bring about, and the pace at
which we wanted to bring them about, were bound to disturd ang@ to
shake-up and to unsettle and to provoke resistance., This, I think,
most of us expected, What I think we did not expect, and what I think

-«
must have come as something of an unpleassnt surprise: "oW the depth
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and the intensity and, at times, the unscrupulousness of the
resistance to change. There were those who were prepared, as part

of their resistance, to undermine the national economy end the
national politicel system itself, And this, coupled with our own
failures and shortcomings, has meant that the price of change has
come very high indeed, much higher then it really need have been.

And I think most of the Jamaican people know this, They know there
are those who are prepared to maa:?our democracy if they cannot
control or manipulate it; they know there are those who are prepared
to mash up the economy if they are not in charge of it. Not all
Jamaicans know this: but a majority do., And it has taken that majorit)
all of these eighteen years of our politiecal independence to come i
fully to this knowledge, And eighteen years is a long time in the
life of & single individual; but it is a very short time indeed in
the life and in the affairs of a nation. And national awareness and
national self-reaslisation are perhaps the hardest lessons individuals
learn and take the longest time to learn., They are abstractions in
the hard world of the daily struggle for Wood and work and a place
to shelter; and God knows how hard the struggle for food and work

and a place of sh&léer is for most Jsmaicans today. And yet, without
those abstractions of national awereness and national self-realisatior
and personal individual pride in these we would not be much better
than the beasts of the field. This is why Xik= our children up and
down the land celebrate today; why old and young in their homes, in
their rumshops and beer jojnts and in their picnic outings celebrate
today; why, in spite of all our difficulties and harships, in spite
of all the strains pressures, Jemaicans who do not know each other

[gnd feel a warm glow. So happg eighteenthg Inq%bndence Jamaica, &nd

peace and love , aEMiSSeme-cmesmgy: Coodnight
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1) Independence Weekend

/ \
'CJ// 2) Cooling the Violence
}/4%/ 3) The Economics of Survival: the CEOs

4) Press Freedom under Attack

NEWS COMMENTARY
Bnguéiteadcast on Friday
August 1, 1980, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: So another long Independence weekend »8 on us once
again: the weekend, this time, of the eighteenth anniversary of
Jemaican indpendence. It has been a very hard and a very rough

year between this time last year and now, But we have survived,
Despite all the prophesies of doom and disaster, of bankruptecy and
collapse, Jamaica has survived., We have survived the break with

the IMF; and we have survived the disapproval and disfavour of those
who felt we had no business to make the break, We have had a
terrible and orchestrated battering from the foreign press, and it
has hurt us particulerly badly in tourism, and the hurt continues

to this day, but we have not collapsed and oux tourist trade has not
collapsed., And, most important of all, Jemaica's political democracy
has survived, I think there are few politicel democracies in the
world today which could have withstood the battering xhka and the
pressures this country has taken and still remain a democracy. In
spite of all the screaming and shouting to the contrary, the printed
press in Jemaica is probably freer than it is anywhere else in the
world: indeed there have been times when that freedom has been used
as licence for the most negative and destructive campaign of sneerin
and jeering and smearing. But the press has remained free; fgﬁﬁ?f

aMs
even to question[ﬁhe right of other sections of the media to enjoy

\

and exercise the same freedom. Jamaica's politica%lfemocracy proved
g
strong enough and healthy enough to encompass all #e=t and more.

And that is no mesn achievement to hold up on the eve of this
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eighteenth anniversary of Jamaican political independence, But
the price has come high. Some people hdld the view that much of
the violence we are now experiencing was, in part at least, designed
to try and force this Jamaican government to resort to repressive
and undemocratic measures to put down the violence., If the government
had done this its critics and enemies could then have turned on it
and branded it a leftist dictatorship and called on American support
in a fight against such an alleged dictatorship. Whether those who
hold this view are right or not should be settled one way or the othei
by what happens from here on in the joint efforts of the two
political parties to cool the violence. If both sides take these
efforts seriously and work genuinely for political peace during the
run-up to elections then the violence will cool. But it is a very
big if. And there is no way that the parties can create a climate
for peasce by using violent and threatening and menacing language. So
if they are serious we will see it first in the easing of the violent
language. And remember, Jemaicans, not Americans or anybody else will
do the voting and the electing when the time comes: so keep the
campaigning Jamaican, But although we have maintained our political
even begun to

democracy intact, we have not yet/mxmm achieved economic democracy.
Jemaica has never had economic democracy and this is indeed oneof

at the heart of
the key issues/im the present struggle over who should control the
economy. Just as political democracy means that politic£§7:£ derived
from the people; so economic democracy must mean that economic power
is also derived from the people. The Community Enterprise Organisatior
are the first faltering step in that direction: they are netther

capita.ist private enterprise nor stateeowned; they are people-based,
end the first step on the long herd road to economic democracy.

Giving this legal effect is the most hoperul"”i anniversary present
Jamaica's political democracy cen give(the Jemaican people. Goodnight,



Party Politica},&partheid
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NEWS COMMENTARY A
For broadcast on Wednesday : ’/7
July 30, 1980, 6,10p.m | ’lye

el
Good evening: It is a terrible and tragic commentary on the level
to which Jemaican partisan political have sunk thet it should be so
difficult to bury that group of Jemaicens who died by the political
gun over a fortnight ago. We are now into the situation where one
group of Jameicans would deny honourable Christian burial to another
group of Jameicanson a perticular Jamaican plot because of differing
party political loyelities, This is uglys; this is sordid; this is
nationelly degreding; end I think that this is peresenally degrading
to each and everyone of us who live in this country because it
forces on us the notion of party political Apartheid in Jemaica,
The idea of people living in separate and segregated areas; of
segregated

people dying in separate and/mmxxatm® sreas; of people being buried.d%

the socio-politicel side
in separste and segregated areas - is at the heart of/racism and /
racial segregation, This is how it is ?%}Sgith Africa; this is how
it is in much of the United States; this is how it is wherever people
are artificially separated and divigﬁ from each other on grounds of
race or colour or tribe or religion. Anfl after being one of the very
rare end shining symbols and examples to the world of a people moving
amay consciously and deliberately maxx away from this perticular

now
brand of human ugliness, we/have this business of one group of Jamaice

of Jamaicans
trying to deny another group/decent Christien burial bvecause of
party political affilistion. And this, let us face it, is party
political Apertheid and is just as ugly and degrading of people as

that brand of South Africen Apartheid Which we all say we desest so
much, And here in Jemaica this ugliness is being wished on black



Jemeicens by bleck Jemaicens, But this nasty business of trying
to/gzizxxx those eleven Jamaicans a particular burial spot in their
own country is the logical extension of the dangerously ugly notion
of the particular and special and exclusive area in which only people
belonging to a certain party and swearing loyalty to a certain

leader can live. The idea of this area kmimg or that area being
exclusive to PNP or JLP, being an area where only labourites or only
comrades, can live, must lead, sooner or later, to the point where
only this or that set of people are entitled to live or to eat or

to send their children to school or to enjoy protection from violence

or to have the right to a burial plot., The logical end of this must

small each of
be a series of closed and embattled/societies in/which theie is only
strong-arm
one overlord,a series of/henchmen, and an obedient and submissive
s Protection,

community. In exchange for security/and the privilege of living in
the community, the members of thét community do as they are told, If
they are told to ensure that nobody from any other community, no
‘outsiders', are to be allowed burial in & psrticular cemetry, they
sought to
obey unquestioningly. This was the type of society Jim Jones/fashion-
EX out}iirihtnGuyana bush, and which, on his order, poisoned itself
en messe, This is the logic of the closed exglusive community or
society. In our caese it is, I think, the logical outcome which must
result from any intensification of the party political Apartheid on
which some of us seem bent. This not the Jemaica most of us want,
Most of us want a Jamaica in which every person, PNP JLP No-P is
free to live and work and play enywhere they want to becsuse the

whole place is open to all of us; a Jamaice in which everybody heas

the right to a dignified burial after a free and dignified life. But
all this will not just come: we must work for it against the forces
that would create closed communities and closed society. Goodnight,



1; 2 Bad Omens'for Upcoming Elections
President Carter's Brother Billy

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

July 28, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Three weekend events, and what they tell us, add up

to a very disturbing pertent of the shape of things to come over the
next three months or so. First, we had, early on Friday, the making
public by the Jamaica Council of Churches the guidelines it had
drawn up for the conducting of a peaceful, honest, feir and non-violent
election campaign. And one of the great and welcome good things
about these guidelines was the report by Archbishop Samuel Carter
that the guidelines had been discussed with both the Prime Minister
and the Leader of the Opposition, end had been accepted by both
leaders., And we must assume that the acceptance of the guidelines

by the leaders of both political perties also means the acceptance of
the guidelines by the political parties thése two men lead abd,
therefore, by all the members of the two parties, And one of the
injunctions of the guidelines to party leaders and candidates says,
and I quote: "Remind your supporters that we are ell brothers and
sisters; prevent your campaign from developing/iztgiolent confront-
ation; state publicly your abhorrence of violence..." That is a small
part of the Churches' guidelines, endorsed by the two party leaders
and made public early on Friday. But later on that same Friday

Mr. Hugh Shearer, Member of Parliamert end & former Prime Minister of
Jamaica, was injured in what was reported as a deliberate partisan
political attack as he travelled through the town of Falmouth on his
way to the JLP's rally in Montego Bay. Reports say that it is only

the sheerest accident that Hugh Shearer was not more grievously hurt
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I think the Prime Minister spoke for most, if not all, Jamaicar< of
all partvies and of no party, when he expressed his shock and outrage
and his profound relief that Mr. Bhearer was not seriously injured.
But the fact remains that the attack did take place and Mr, Shearer
was hurt, And also hurt in the town of Falmouth that Friday, and
reportedly much more seriously, was a nine-year-olff little girl, an
innocent little viectim of the confrontationist violence which erupted
us people drove through the town on their way to the Montego Bay
rally, Is this really how "brothers and sisters" deal with each other
on the very day of the announcement of the agreed-on guidelines?
Elsewhere the guidelines say, and again I quote:"campeign speechhs
should avoid wild propaganda and attacks on personalitiesj,.oppose
intimidation and victimisation; avoid character defamation of opponent:s
or supporters of opposing party". end of quote on that section, And
I think we must pose the question: How does this square with that
“"sewee pit" outburst of the Leader of the Opposition against the
journalists of the JBC on the same Friday on which the guidelines
were made public? Do our parties and our political leaders really
take these guidelines seriously? Or are they just to be used to try
and neutralise the ' other side'? Please don't get me wrong. I do not
think any journalist, or any media house for that matter, is above 4
crédticism: but there is a world of difference between criticism and
& menacing smear, And finally, and briefly, in one of those sudden
and very
and dramatic/American revelations President Jimmy Carter's chances
of being chosen as the Democratic Party's candidate for a second

term
lillllégx +h

‘J>seem to be collapsing. Mr, Carter's
brother Billy has just been exposed as having been a paid agent of

a foreign power, bhat power beinﬁ/mbyao Indications are that the

Presagent might have known about: and the Democrats do not want a
caendiate who is sure to lose on a qecandal; so watch this one, Goodnig]
o



1) Turning on the Gun Vialence
2; Foreign Press & Flections
3) JOS«linibus Agreement

July 25, 1980, 6.10p.m

NEWW COMMENTARY @/ /
For broadcest on Friday

.
Good evening: The political gun killings are stepping up egein, after
that all-too-brief lull which followed the joint call made by the
Prime Minister and the leader of the Opposition. It would seem that
those who heve the power to turn this ugliness om or off at will, have
decided to make sure that none of us miss the point that they do have
this power. For me this underscores the fact that these political
gun-killings are neither senseless not stupid, neither random nor
unplanned. You can only turn on and turn oft/::m:i%ing which is
highly organised, highly disciplined and highly controlled. So the
fact that these killings were so dramatically turned oft}ast weekend,
end are now being turned on again, is confirmation, if such were
needed, that there are those among us who would use this as part of
pertisan politicel election activity., Of course we have had elements

violence
of this/in our party politics sll the time. But the thing that mede

two-party
our/pxxkizmextaxy parlismentary democracy possible in the past was
that those who controlled the parties and managed the cempaigns always
knew the limits beyond which not to go. They knew that to go beyond
those limits wes to do damage to the two-pparty system and to democrayt

recently,

itself. And this, until/maw, they did not want to do, and so our
democracy flourished. Now, for that democracy to survive the parties
must again be made to recognise the limits beyond which they dare nof
go without destroying democracy itself, And only an alert, unafeaid '

and clear thinking people can send that message to the Paﬁ§185hfﬁgat°
their leaders, Politicel terrorism must not be allowed

Jemaicans about this responsibility to themselves and the future.
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Next, Jamaica's man in Washington, Ambassador AXfred Rattray, has
mxxx hed to protest bitterly and angrily last week to that highly
respected American financiagﬁgzzzzzi "The Well Street Journal" about
an editorial in which it was said, among other things, that Jameica
was failing to pry make interest payments on its foreign debts, and
was attempting to control newsprint,(which implies attempting to
control the Gleaner). Mr{ Rattray point out that he had protested
against similar falsehoods three months earlier, in April of this
year, Some of you may recell that I told you atf the time of the
strenge situation in which the Associated Press wire service had sent
a 5‘%%: of false or mis-information about Jemaica all over the United
States and all over the world, snd when our men in Washington contre-
dicted it and asked for the source because the information was ddte-
lined Kingston, AP seid blandly that it could not trace who had sent
highly respected
iy this false information. Now, the thing is that/papers like the
New York Times and the Times of London and the Wall Street Journal,
are usually very scrupulous in ensuring that they do not publish
false information. When these papers carry misinformation a fair
assumption must be that they have either themselves been misinformed
or else that they are 'for higher political reasons' allawing themee1§?
to be used., And Washington has made no secret of its desire to see
Manley defeated electorally. So this is part of that 'snow job' the
foreign press is doing on Msnley and Jemaicas But it is the Jamaican

people, not the foreign press or foreign governments, who must and
will decide the outcome of the upcoming elections, Those who campaign
overseas need to be reminded of this central fact., And finsally,
yesterday's news of the agreement between the JOS and the Jamaica

Minibus Association is the best news we have had on public trahsport
in a long, long time. Goodnight.



? War Against Politice] Violence Steps Up

3 L

‘ 2) Growing Unemployment - worldwide

3} Some Foreign Press Snow Jobs

9 7 4) The Haitian Refugees
EWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday
July 23, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good eventag&k The war against political gun violence - for that

is really;- is stepping up visibly, and that is a very good thing
indeed., And it is particularly good to know that the Government is
taking immediate steps to provide the secutrity forces with increased
fire power so that they can effectively counter the sophisticated
new wespons now used by the political gunmen, There is still, of
course, the question of why this ugly cancer was allowed to fester

for so long before this kind of action was set in motion., But looking
into this one will of necessity have to wait until the killings and
earson are stopped and a measure of peace and order return to the
affected areas. So, without relaxing our guerd, we can look at other
important matters as well, And unemployment is just about one of the
single most important such other matter. And just to underscore theé
fect that it is a worldwide problem, as well as a Jamaican problem,
we had the new® yesterday that in highly developed and comparatively
rich Great Britain there are now close on two million unemployed
workerw and the figure is growing., And the Asian and Africen and
West Indian communities will feel the pressure of this mounting
unemployment most, But you also have a very highly developed
unemployment essistance and social welfare progremme, So the unemploy-
ed worker in Britain will be helped with his or her rent and will
get enough unemployment pay to buy the basic necessities. In other

words the unemployed worker is not just thrown on the scrap heap and

forgotten. The society takes some responsibility foF him or her. But
the society also insists that if it can find a job for such an
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unemployed person that person must take the job, This way it ensures
ageinst the 'freeness mentality'. So the nearly two million unemploye
in Britain will not be in the same brutal situation as our own
unemployed. And the same pattern as in Britain applies with slight
veriations in the rest of Western Europe. I em not sure that even
Mrs, Thatcher's hardline Conservatives will dére to seriously cut
Britain's unemployment benefits, In the United States where unemploy-
ment is now in the region of eight million, and also growing, and
where the blacks and other minoritiées are also getting the worse end
of it, there is not the seme compassionate and comprehensive system
of help and relief as in Western Europe: but there are some relief
measures, even though these tend to sap at people's self-regerd and
fom oS LSend.
self—respecﬁé It is only in Third World countries that the society
takes no responsibility for the unemployed. And this is perhaps one
of the greatest failures of leadership. We could, for instance, have
worked out systems where overtime is banned when unemployment reaches
a certain level and where two or three men share one job in order to
spread the little there is more evenly. That we have not even tried
these things is & failure of leadership at both government and union
levels, Next, mondtoring the foreign news on Jamaica right now reminds
me of the 'snow job' the 'foreign press' did on Indira Gandhi before
her last elections, The 0ld Men of the Janata, according to the
foreign press, were going to wipe her out at the polls. Michael
Menley is getting the same treatment right now. Another leader who
is beginning to get this kind of treatment from the foreign press is
of Western approval

Zimbabwe's Robert Mugabe. It seems the short honeymoon/is ending as

Mugabe seems determined to do what he said he would. And#inally, 4

find myself disturbed and unhappy about the government's decision to
send back the Heitians who landed here, The reasons'a=e sound but what
of the humanity? Goodnight, ”wa&



1) Violence De-escalates
//54 /) 2) Enumeration Completed Successfully

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
July 21, 1980, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The weekend brought us two pieces of very welcome
good news for Jemaica, First, we had the striking reduction in
politiesl gun violence., This is not to ssy there was no gun violence;
just that it had been dramatically cde-escalated, Remember the newspspe
headlines this time last week&?Remember the radic reports of that
calculated and deliberste slaughter in Greenich Town which shocked
the netion last Monday morning? Compared with that what a quiet and
' pass
veeceful Monday morning we all woke up to today. And iﬁkll came to/
because of that joint statement from the Prime Minister and the
calling
Leader of the Opposition/maximé for sn end to the daily savegery by
de-~escalation
poor Jemaicen against poor Jema2ican, And the fact of this/RexmszIztax
of the politiesl gun violz?cf after thet cell shemx demonstrates
omd Lote
that it was politfcal[in nature; that it was turned on politically;
and that it could be turned off politicelly. I say this because
and probably still are and dgnot those
there were/stxXX people who didphot/believe that there are/pepke

GAm :

[wno will use violence in this brutal srd cynical menner +to achieve
their ends. It is this eawareness thet this brand of politf§ecal
violence can be turned on or off, cen be stepped-up or reduced,at
will,which instils s sense of foreboding, a sense of slarmed concern
even 28 we welcome the easing of the gun violence over the weekend,
There can be no real relaxation, no real relief, until this ugly
thing is firmly banished from Jamaican politicel life, I still recal

how, in thé¢ mid-1970s, the political gunmen went to ground whenever

the security forces stepped-~up their anti-crime activities, and then
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reappeared s soon as the securitly operetions were relaxed a little.
S50 let us not allow ourselves tc be lulled inte a false sense of
gense of as long as
security. There can be no real/security/mmxix this monstgrous beast
wanipulated end
of political gun viclence cen be/turned on or off at anybody's will.
So stey on guerd. I have no such reservations ebout the second piece
cf welcome news which was the completion yesterday of the enumeration
exercise., I think we can now say with reasonable certainty that the
electoral reform and enumeretion exercises have been much mcre
succeesful then the mest optimistic among us could have hoped for.
And tc have succeeded in enumerating something over one million
people between June 7 and July 20 is no mean achievement for which
eall the people involved deserve grest credit. And so, @2s soon &as
ell the other steps are finslly completed, the one-million-plus eligié%
Jemeifan voters will go to the polls and decide, freely, what djreeti&;
they want the country to tske. There is no resson why the campaigning
up to that date should not be pesceful and orderly: those who truly
respect the right of the Jamaican people, end only the Jamsicsn
T‘AﬁSfecf
people, to decide their own future, will showLiﬁ by how they conduct
themselves; those who do not will try the tacties of terror and
menipulation, The catech is that the Jameicen people can and will
judge for themselves. And Jjust for the record, in the 1962 General
Flection there were 796,476 persons on the voters list, In 1967 the
figure hsed dropped to 543,307; over a quarter of & million less voters
then in 1962, Thet, you may recall, was the period when everybody under
23 somehow lost mheir voting rights. In 1972's election the number
of people entitled to vote stood &t 605,662; a smell increase of

62,000-plus over the 1967 list, In 1976 the voters list shot up tct“r
870,972. An increase of over 2 quarter-millione And this time i*“Will

|y

one-million plus, Goodnight,



The War Against Political Violence

]

NEWS COQMEL&AkY

For broadcest on Friday

July 18, 1980, 6,10p.m

Good evening: Yesterday's joint call by the Prime Minister and the
Leader of the Opposition for an end to the savagery of the deily
xkilling of poor Jamaican by poor Jamaican has, I am sure, the full
support of the overwhelming majority of Jamaicens, ¥e are, all of

us, heart-sick of this terrible slaugkter and it is long past time
that a stop is put to it. One of the obstacles has of course been
the politics and the political manipulation of this dirty business.
Now that both national leaders have cogzyfirmly eand publicly and
jointly against it we should see a visible de-escalation of the
killings, If we do not see such a de-escalation and see it quickly,
it will mean that both politicel parties, and their leaders, are
really out of control. And I, for one, do not think that they are,

I think one of the things which has tended to inhibit sharp and
ddeisve action ageinst politically motivated or inspired gun violence,
has in fact been the fear that political capital might be made of it.
In this sense politicel considerations have been allowed to over-ride
national security considerations. If action were taken, and if that
ection were seen, rightly or wrongly, to be against the one side the
other side could zlweys mount a propaganda campaign. Ve know that
there are people who want to blame all the violence on the one side;
end they are always on the lookout for the 'evidence' that could be
used to support what they went to do. And since both sides know that

this is so, each is always on guerd 1o protect its flanks and rear

and on the look out for 'evidence' to use against the other, And so



2
whenever there is an incident we have the flood of quick statements
and counter-statement, the quick press releases, all of which are
more concerned with}ggoring partisan political points than with the
saving of human lives. And so that ugly business of the killed being
seen primarily as PNP or JLP supporters, which Robert Fray mention%
here last night, becomes a sort of norm, Being Jamaican and being
destroyed
jms% a human life/is subordidaste to being the sacrficed party symbol.
This is ugly and it is partisan politics carried to dangerously
destructive extremes. Let us hope that the joint eall by the two
balance and steadiness
leaders will bring some sort of/k¥aksmgexsmixkssfinzxs among the
party loyalists, If it does not then things are bound to go from bad
to worse, But it is not only up to the leaders or the parties.
Jamaica does not velong only to the parties and their leaders and thei:
activist supporters., Jamaica belongs to all of the two million-plus
Jemaicans; and they all have a share and a résponsibility in the
shaping of the Jamaican present and the Jamaican future. It seems tp
me that one of the designs of this ugly political terrorism that we
are now witnessing is to frighten the Jamaican people into a state
bewildered
of/panic and confusion so that they would be prepasred tosubmit to
any thing for the sake of peace. The Jamaican people must not allow
this to happen. They must insist that those whom they have put in
authority exercise that authority to bring the political violence umzim
under control without the destruction of their democratic rights and
freedoms. And it can be done. I am not sure/;iu even need a state of
emergency to bring this about. There are other powers already in hand

that can he used., All we need is the will on the part of the political

directorate. The coming together of ihe Prime Minister and the Leader

of phe Opposition on this matte st uld end could meke it that much
easier for the security forces Qérmount a short and decisive all-out
war on political violenve and politicael gun crimes, So lLet it begin,

Goodnicht



1)The Politics of the
Double Standard;

kl’) 2) Seretse Hhama

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

July 16, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Jamaica's Perliament met yesterday to discuss and

work out refinements to the speciel measures designed to deal with
the drezdful gun violence =~ ma@nly political - which now grips the
netion, And the parliamentary Opposition wes not there, did not
attend, And so, of course, those who support the Opposition will be
almost instinctively hostile to whatever decision the Jemaican
Parlisment made, We say that violence, politicelly motivated
violence, is the greatest threat that this country faces at this time,
And yet we cannot, or will not, close ranks to face this threat., We
telk of the national interest; we act out pertisan interests, And
this is not confined to one side only, or even te the political

arena only. This double standard by which the party political
interesty or the special interest, or the class interest is projected
and put forward as the national interest is all-pervasive. And so

it vecomes 'normal’ fortégégtgr that political party to become very

andto issue strong s
angry/when its members are gunned down or its buildings are burnt

silent and
out: and to be absolutelx/indifferent when the same thing happens
to the so-celled 'other side', The other side is the enemy so you
don't care what happens to them; indeed, the misfortune and mistakes
end setbacks suffered by 'the other side' are usually seen as a
'good' thing for ‘'our side'. Vhen the ghetto youth of the one side

ere sleughtered there is quiet, unspoken approval among +the other

side. And so it goes in other areas of our life too., Take this

sudden uproar over the proposed PNP publicity cempaign on the Leader

of the Opposition which is being denounced in advhece 2° & 'smeatf



campaign, Leave aside for the moment the fsct that the PNP says
it is not geing to be a 'smear' campaign but instead a campaign
still
based on truth and fact. The question/comes up ' where were all
and decent and honest
these latter-day apostles of clean/politicis basz1 on the gissues
only, during that long period when the person and the character of
the elected Prime Minister of this country was smeared and defamed
and mocked at? Whers were they when some of our church leaders were
I recall no waves of protest then. Why?
villified and abused and mocked in a most personal way?/ Here again
we are up ag2inst that double standard which in effect says it is
allright to smear those with whom we disagree or disapprove of, but
it is wrong to smear those with whom we agree or approved of . And
8o even thosz who were active in some earlier smear campaigns are
now adopting the pypocritical peosture of moral disapproval. The fact
is that if a thing is wrong it is just wrong, no matter who does iv
or whose interests it serves. I think ell smear camppigmgs are wrong;
but I do not think people who heve condoned past smear campaigns by
their silence or taeit approval or secret encouragement or open
approval have any business to now turn around and lecture the rest
of us on what bad things smear campaigns are. It seems to me that
until we can cleanse Jamaican polities of this ugly and sordid double
standard coping with our problems will continue to be more difficult
than it need be. And finally, and briefly, a word on the politicel
pragmatic

role of Seretse Khama. He was never the/political neutral that the
wire service stories make him out to be, He was a full and committed
and respected he

/ member of the African frontline statesi/partioipated in all their

decisions despite the fact that his country was efonomically dependent
on racist South Africa, It simply meant he had to play his part with
greater care and delicacy; and he did that superbly. He served Africen

freedom with skill, wisdom and enormous dignity, Goodnight

-



V//a Political Gun Violence:
7/ 1]
y 'Jgj What is its Purpose?

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

July 14, 1980, 6,10p.m

Good evening: What are we to make of this latest political slaughtez
in which seven people were killed in Greenwich Town yesterday
morning, and four more in Jones Town this morning? Are %hese killings
just en escalated continuation of tﬁ:;;glitical violence which seems
to have become & now regular feature of ghetto life? Or is there

- more to it? And if there is more to it, what is the point to it?
What is the purpose of this stepped-up and highly organised killings‘
with very sophisticated and very modern weapons? And where are these
weapons from? In the past, the political gunmen, and indeed the
criminal gunmen, usually got their guns by stealing them from citizens
who were licenced to carry fire-arms, or else by disarming members of
the police, But these people usually carried revolvers; they did

not earry automat%;aog semi-automatic weapons or sub-mackine guns,

So yesterday' stlllera could not have got their highly sophisticated
weapons from our local citizens, There has to be another source.

Could that source be the reports of?iﬁﬁgg:allngs which have filtered
through to us from Miami? Certainly, the quality of the weapons now
being used does suggest that this is more than the old-style
political gunsmanship. In the old-style political gunmanship violence
wes sometimes used to try and change the political complexion of a
marginal constituency. The one side would use force and the threat

of force to drive the supporters of the other side out of the area

and so ensure victory at the polls: this was a kind of gerrymandering

by brute force, And some of us have tended to see the present violenc
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in this light. But is that reslly all there is to it? The pattern
of the recent killings have caused many Jemaicans to think otherwise
explanations.
and to seek other expiammgidnss And more and more the question has
energed of whether this latest and most brutal manifestation of
political viodence is not designed to make sure that we do not have
have them,
elections, or if we dof thaet those elections are held in such doubt-
ful circumstenaces that nobody in the outside world will accept them
es being either free or fair, For instance, let us say the violence
is ix stepped up to a point where it becomes almost impossible for
the secmrity forces to maintain the peace unless they are given
extraordinary powers., The most obvious of such powers would be to
dettare a state of emergency, And we all know that no election held
under a state of emergency would be accepted as free and fair - even
if it were to be., So, to have an election that is seen tp be free
and fair there can be no edergency declared, And without a state of
emergency the violence can be stepped up and stepped up to a pitch
where it seems that civil esuthority is breaking down. And an election
held in the middst of an apparent breakdown in civil authority can
also be dismissed as neither free nor fair because it cannot be
properly administered and supervised. .nd if the internal authority
appears unable to administer free elections, who is to do it? Some
external agency? Or if not some external agency, then who? Some not
/:%i;;:gnn caretaker group? The military? The point is that if the
viodence is earried tc a point/aage?epézg?ous doubts can be raised
about the government's ability to manage the situation this could be

used to freaamtrate the electoral process, Political change could

then be imposed on the Jemaicean people by means othee than the

ballot box. And once political chenge is imposed Py means other then

the ballot then the Jamaican ng{}e will haye lost their political
power and freedom. Is this the|purpose ,%ﬁe violence? Goodnight



x) %aring or Telfe Truth?
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NEWS COMMEN&Kﬁf !A
For broszdcast on Friday

July 11, 1980, €.10p.m

Good evening: The latest storm in our political tescup is the
charge by the Jamaica Labour Party that the People's National Party
is plenning 'an eight week smear campaign' ageinst the ILeader

of the Opposition, And in support of its charge the JLP made public
the details of 2 PNP public relations progreamme in a two-page JLP
advertisement which was in itself quite a dramatic example of hot
public relations ppgramming, The PNP dismissed the smear charge.

It said its planned programme would be based OE?QQQ truth, on the
record of what the Leader of the Oppcsition haswhimself said an
done, The PNP General Secretary said that reminding the Jaq?ioan
pecple of the kind of leadership they could expect wa;7;;;¥g¢huty
and the cempaign would go on, He also said that no section of the
news media had been involved +the planning of the campaign. So

there you have it. The one side screams 'smear': the other side
retorts 'nonsense' telling the truth is not smearing. So let us
watch it and see how this thing unfolds, I emr sure the Jemaican
people are quite eble to decide for themselves and put their own
value on any political campaign, The days of mindless duppy
politics are fading fast, And here, incidentally, let us also remind
ourselves that wé¢ have still not been offered the election programmes
of our two major parties, The importance of an election programme

is that it spells out clearly what a particular party will do if

it were to become the elected government of the country. 8o the
programme commits the party,in advance, to a certain course of action.

It tells the electorate what thet course of action will be, and so
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the electorate can make an informed and intelligent decision on
whether they want the country to take that course or not, And where
the two parties offer differing lines of action, it is up to the
people to choose which they want, That is the essence of political
power being in the hands of the people. So please insist on the
parties unveiling their programmes, Of cousgge/gge side~issues
gre importent., The electorate has a right to know something of
the character and personality of those who offer themselves for high
leadership. £S£o examining their records is importent, But what is
more important is for the voters of the country to know, in advance,
and in the clearest possible terms, just where those leaders would
take the country if they were entrusted with power, To be sure
mention has been made of meny things. But until these things are
presented to us as solemn commitments of policies the parties will
persue, if elected, they are not election progremmes, And if the
Jamaican electorate votes in any party without insisting on knowing

policies
what/that party would earry out, the electorate would in fact
be giving that party a blank cheque to do as it pleases: to bring in
a dictatorship if it wants to; to desiroy the trade union movement
if it wants to; to suppress free speech if it wants to; +to eliminate
all political opposition if it wants to. And I personally do not
think any political party in Jamaica should be given that kind of
power, It is not & question of whether they will or will not abuse
that kind of power. It is quite simply that the entrusting of politica
power must alweys be conditionel, tied to & clearly stated programme

of action which, if not carried out, can be used against the particula

party the next time around, So do not be sidetracked from the issues,
which are and should be the key aspect °f the upcoming electioy, A1l
the violence ang noise May in fact be stéempts at sidetracking.mA

s widhad peuls  Goodnight
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l) N.Y. Times on Jemaica

REWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
July ®, 1980, 6,10p.m

Good evening: What are we to make of the apparent complete about-
face by the New York Times on Jamaica? Until last week that very

American
powerful and very influential/newspaper, like almost all the rest

of the American news media - with the rare and honourable exfeption
of the black-owned and circulated newspapers - was giving this
country apd very bad name and a very bad time., Except for the black
publications, we were getting a uniformly bad and negative press.,
Not one thing was going right in Jamaica: the Manley government was
failing at every thing: the house was rapidly collapsing: bankruptey
was forecast for this month, then the month after then the month
after that. Of course, much of this originated here in Jamaica or
among Jamaicans living in North America; and the North American

news media - except for the black section of it - was quick and

glad to take it up. But suddenly, last weekend, there was ‘a kind

of thaw in the cold war against Jemaica., The New York Times said

thet Jamaica seemed to be holding up far better, both politically

gnd econcmically, than had been predicted. That, in itself, was and
is quite an about-face. And what the New York Times and its syndioatid
services say today, hundreds of Americen newspapers 211 over the
country will say the following day. And then, hard on this news
report saying that Jemaica is surviving and is coping with its
problems, the New York Times yesterday cerried an editorial comment

reportedly advising the American State Department not toget involved

in our upcoming elections and not to make any promises to the
Opposition and to remain neutral. I did not myself read or hear the
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full text of that editorial but/xkx= radio stations, as well as

foreign broadcasts, carried extensive summaries of it; and I
think it would be very useful if one or both cur newspapers were
to reprint that editoriesl for all Jemaicans to read, So what are
we to make of this apparent +turn-about in attitude by this major
at least

American newspaper? I think there are/two factors that should be
considered in arriving at any sort of judgement: one is to do with
internal domestic Americans politics and November's Presidential
elections, and the other with America's relations with the Third
World. You may recall the little storm & couple of weeks back o#er
the State Department's alleged message to the Congressional Black
Caucus advising its membere to meet with the Leader of %he'Oppoaition
or the members of his party - the reports confliet on which, You will
also remember how strongly the Black Caucus reacted to this advise,
Well, there is the sigple but importent business of the black American
vote involved here. If Mr, Carter's Democratic Perty is going to

the votes of
lose/some of the traditional white middleclass supporters of the
Democratic Party, as now seems likely, then he is going to need a
very big bleck voter turn-out +to offset that loss, If there is no
such big black turn out it could make the difference between victory
and defeat for Mr. Carter., And the Black Caucus, and the overwhelming
majority of black Americans see what happens in Jamaica as part and
parcel of their own struggle: and they have made no secret of their
pro-PNP, pro-Manley posture, This may be one factor behind the New
York Times turn-about, The second, which has a similar bearing but on
a wider scale, is what the rea%gion/oihe Third World woullg if the
Manley govermnment were seen to/defeated with the sctive assistance of

. Aikg it o bt
the United States government:{Manley is a Third World hero and the

loss of American influence and goodwill in the Third World would be

serious. So Americanﬁggﬁsmgnterest is to be neutral., Goodnight
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NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
July 7, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: This year's Norman Washington Manley Foundation

Award for Excellence ceremony stood out in sharp eand dramatic
contrest to almost everything else which is now taking place in
Jamaica, For one thing, it swept aside the party political extremist
nonsense by honouring Mr. Robert Lightbourne for his outstanding
service in the field of Industry. The fact that Mr. Lightbourne

had been a very senior/aﬁiﬁizzzix in the JLP government of 1962-72
was clearly subordinate to the fact of his outsteanding service to
Jemaica in his chosen field, It is the recognition that Jsmaica
comes first, must come first; and that service to Jamaica can and
does transcend party political labels and party political differences.
These realities, simple and obvious in normal times, are largely
submerged in today's polarised politics where one set of hate-mongers
are more concerned with svoring partisan political points when they
denounce another set of hate-mongers, And so we have the ugly partisar
violence and counter-violence; the killings and bombings and the
counter-killings and counter-bombings, with ea:i}:eeing evil only

in khe deeds of the otherside, never seeing the evil in the deeds

of its own side. And the name for this is warfare. What happened

at that Manley Foundation Award ceremony on Saturday night was the
antithesis - the complete opposite - of political warfare: it was

the politics of peace and respect and high recognitiog for service
render to the nation, and it went way beyond pertisan polities, The



graceful acceptance speech of Mr. Lightbourne, with that touchingly
honest confession of his momentéry hesitation, reminded me vividly
of the great Norman Menley h$mself: and I could almost see the
Manley's confession
twinkle in/kix eyes as he listened to that/mamemtmxy offthe moment
of hesitation, It was one of the great virtues of thebolitica of
the Norman Manley-Alexander Bustamante era that politicians, and,
indeed most Jamaicans could and did talk to each other rather then at
each other, And so we did not have all that screaming and shouting
and cursing and abusing, all that violence of language which passes
for politica%higgﬁgiégliﬁghzﬁggg‘criticiam these days, People
listened to eachlgnd argued out the points raised, They did not
belittle their leaders with sneers and jeers and nasty slogans, and
so they did not belittle themselves, For we cannot degrade and
debase our chosen leaders and our institutions without also degrading
and debasing the nation itself, And it is the one great virtue of
our kind of democracy that when we no longer want any set of lesders
we can get rid of them in a quiet and peaceful and orderly manner
by way of the ballot box, and without degrading or defaming them ax
and ourselves in the process, And we are as experienced at this as
any other comparable nation in the world: indeed, we are probably
better at this than most. The Jemaican people are experienced at
managing their own affairs,
*xx3x They have several times over changed and changed again those
whom they wanted to govern on their behlf., And they have done it in
comparative peace and order and gquiet and, as the Rev Hugh Shqt}ock

reminded us, without any outside interference. And this, iﬁpabence,

was the main theme of this year's Manley Foundation Award cereﬁqny,
and gave it its point and significance%t a time of bitter partiean

violenve, a coup plot, economic troubles. The message: steady, Jaﬁgicz

Goodnight. | %
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast ou Friday
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Good evening: The trouble with our kind of deep political polarisatio
is that it leads oné?questicn and to douot all sorts of%hings which
would be accepted in 'normaj' times, Teke the gun violence: it is
very real; it is very worrying; a majority of Jamaicans want to
seed an end to the violence and a return to those now-hazy memory
days of a Jamaica of peace and tranquility. But are there also
people who have?vested interest in keeping the pot of Jamaican gun
violence bubbling? And sre we of the media unwittingly helping to
keep that pot of violence bubbling along? At times soméof the headligi
look as though there is nothing else of any moment happening in
Jamaica, Only gun-violence; only killings., /nd they all seem to be
treated us main frontpage stuff., Please don't get me wrong, I am
not saying this ugliness must not be reported and reported fully.
All I em saying is that there is much else that is also happening

in Jemaica today, and some of it is bad and some of it is good, and
it might even help tc cool things g little if we balanced things

2 little more. A deily dose of two or three screaming front-page
headlines on violence is not likely tc help cool things. There are
ways of telling ell the truth a2bout the violence, end indeed about
most other things, in guist end balenced and scber tomes, And it

is now sadly clear that we are going to heve trcuble containing

the violence et least until election day., Sc¢ the fact that the
enuneration is to be continued until the 20th of this month must

be seen as a bit of a setback. Most of us would like to have the
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electicne over 'end dorne with es soon as vosgible, We hope that
after the elzsctions some of the pelitical heet will be defused
end the pelitically inspired vieclence will die dewn, This hope
isg, of course, te2sed on the assumption thet everybody, winners and
losers e2like, will sccept the verdict of the people and will abide
ty that verdiet., This is why the present enuwerstion is so serious;
why everyone who is eligible should get himeelf ard herself on
the veters list. The enumeration is a bipartisan exercise this
time., Beth sides heve hed en equel hand in working out the details,
And so it is going tc e very difficult indeed for enybedy involved
tc bleme snd to denounce the system. They are both responsible for
it and they must both ebide by its results, And/zinzzat is the case
why do we still have gquestione sbout whether elections will in fact
be held or net? If the PNP end the JLP argﬁggmmitted to our having
elections, whe can stop those elections teking place? 1 honestly
de not see any other force in this country which could stop election:
taking plece, if both cur major parties really vant those elections
to teke place. The conly way electicns cen be fragtrated would be
for key elements in one or the other of cur twe mein parties to
working secretly with others to try snd frastrate the holding of
elections., TFor instance, if the present violence were to be escalated
t0o & peoint verging on civil war, a situation could be created in |
which elections become impossible and in which some elements may
call for outwide intervention in Jamaica's affairs, But I do not
think this would happen naturally and 2ll by itself. There would
heve to be 2 great deal of deliterate effort to bring this sort of
thing about. 2And I do not think thet a mejority of Jamaicans in

effort
either party will countenance or condcne eny such/zgxiam or asction. |

And our security forces have just shown how alert they are, Goodnight
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Good evening: The long lines of cars atlpetrol stations over the

past few days, and the reports of continuing problems and difficulties
at the bus company would suggest that we have not yet seriously

come to grips with our energy and our public transport problems, We
have not achieved that tergeted 18% cut in petrol consumption; and
watching the lines upon lines of parked cars at almost every petrol
station throughout the working hours of the day is testimony to a
messive loss of working manhours, How can we expect, or even hope,

to produce when such a large percentage of our producers and middle
management people are spending more of their working hours/giixiig
around looking for petrol than getting on with the job of producing?
And to meke a bad situastion worse our public transport system is
being cut back, You would have thought that really serious planning
to conserve energy an;?cut back on fuel consumption would almost
logically lead to an expansion and improvement of public transport
and thus to a reduction in private transport. There 2re vast numbers
of people who would h%pily give up the use of their cars if they could
get to work or school or shopping easily and comfortably and reasonabl
quickly by public transport. For one thing, the money savings would
be great; for another the strains and stresses of keeping & car on

the road these days would beliminated, And there reaily is no good
reason why this should not be possible. Public, not private, trans-

port is the main means by which people in most of the world's bigger
cities get about. A majority of the citizens of London and New
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York and Toronto do not travel to and from work or school or
shopping by private car. Indeed, very senior managers and business
people routinely travel to and from work by public transport. Where
they have a car it is usually kept for emergencies and for weekend
trips into the country, And so these people save on the use of
energy - which is a saving for the entire nation - and they save on
their pockets., But of course these people have the kind of public
transport system which makes this possible; clean, efficient, court-
eous, regular end on time. And of course, these public transport
systems usually pay their owny:gd meke a profit, The publicly owned
British National Bus Company, for instance, made a2 net surplus or
pofit of £17.7-million in 1978, And they did this while allowing
old-age pensioners to travel for free on their buses, and for school
childeen to travel either free or on & subsidised fare. So the
scrapping of subsidies is not a condition for profitability, as seem
to be suggested here. It seems to me that the truth of our public

transport prbblem is one of proper and efficient mmd financislly

based on a clearly and clearly
sound management/amxthexsmmxmiis defined/understood policy on
regularly

public transport. There ﬁs a time when J0S/made a profit for its

British owners., There is no reason why it should not do the same

end provide a better service now that it is publicly owned, That it

does not do so now is a criticism of its management, its workers and

the government. And that criticism will stand until we have a public
which is good enough and reliable

transport system/ miximmstximxamxxmajmxxszitims, enough to make it

unnecessary for hard-pressed and economically embattled urban dwelle;

to have to run private cars which they cannot afford. So how serious

are we really about energy conservation? And finally and briefly,

pleame do get enumerated so that we can go on settling our problems

by the ballot, not the bullet. And where are the election menifestoes
And cool it on the violent words and deeds, please. Goodnight,
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Good evening: This past weekend -~ when compared with the weekend
before, and the one before that - was a comparatively peaceful

and quiet one. There were no shocks and alarms; no revelation of
efforts to 'erupt' the country by subverting freedom in the name

of freedom. But of course, the propagande surrounding those shock
events continued to essault the society; and people found it
difficult at times to sort out political fact from political fiction.
Perhaps this was one of the intentions: to so confuse things that
people would give up and refuse to believe anything. If this was

the intention then I am not sure that it has succeeded. To be sure
some people have reached the point of refusing to believe anything
at all, no matter where it comes from. But I think very many more
people have quietly sorted out things for themselves and 8@93 their
own judgements, And I have detected, here and there, a contained
anger at being taken for fools Bg;7t§§ propagandists, For most
Jamaicans fhat plot against the constitution was no joke, and not

to be treated aa?xizt? S0, scoffers and mockers, be warned! And
talking about propagandists: is it really any less propagandist to
launch 2 sustained campaign of opposition to the government than a
sustained campaign of support of the government? I would have
thought thet propaganda is propagenda no matter what ends it serves,
Cnce there is a systematic and sustained campaign to achieve certain
Gggizgfives such as the politicel defeat of a particular party, or the
Lvietory of & pnrticu1$r party, then we are into the realm of
propaganda, And it isﬁﬁishonest and nonsensical for one propagandist
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or one group of propaganflists or one orggn of propaganda to denounce
any other pr%%gandist or group of propagendists or organ of propa-
genda for being propagandist, It is the kind of cheating and
politically loaded argument which is summarised by the lines:
"I am a freedom fighter/ you are & guerilla / he is a terrorist:
we are civilised/ you are primitive/ they are savages". But then,
it is part of the propaganda business that all meens, including loade
and dishonest journalism, justify the ends. And one of the uglier
features of propagend carried to this stage is the hate and hate
brigades it almost invariably bring into existence. Andso we have
the 'hate~the-Americans' brigade on the one side; and the 'hate-the-~
Cubans' brigede on the other. And out of this, logically, comes that
ugly and shameful business of thet Doninican/;:;i;hedto our Survey
lepartment being badly beaten up becsuse he was mistaken for a Cuban.
It would have been Jjust 2s ugly and just as shameful if Be had been
beaten up because he had been misteken for an American., And the
ugliness resides in the blind fears and the blind hatreds instilled
in some of our people by the propsgandists do that they forget their
owrn natural decencies and they forget the humenity of those whose
persons they violate,be they Cubans or Americens. And as the essault
on that Domincen shows, the ‘'hate-the-Cubans' brigade iskhe one to
the forefront at the moment., This is propaganda at its ugliest, at
its meanest, &t its most destructive. Propaganda, whether from Left
of Right, can be good and useful when its objectives serve the broaé@

noD~ Propaganda for
nation interest./Femily planning, afforestation, land terracing, the
enumeration drive, are/ggg;ples of good and useful propéfha serviing
the broasdest national interest. We need more of that, We do not hud
the propagande of hate or of fear or of destruction. And we can

certainly do without the propaganda by which one propagandist tries
silence all the other propagandists, Goodnight
sz*hﬂﬂid vidod fedom & axmesdicn .
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Good evening: Charges have now been laid against those who are
said to have been involved in the plot to overthrow the elected
government of Jemaica, I think it would now begd a good thing for
all of us to cool it and let the due process of the law take its
course, Let all the hot chat zaaze on this matter cease until the
people involved are tried. And please, could we all try to be

a little less nasty and abusive and insulting in expressing our
differences with each other? It is possible to disagree strongly
with somebody without resorting to nastiness and tracing and personal
abuse, It is possible to criticise without making those who listen
cringe with shame at the ugliness that comes out, Those who do
this belittle themselves, and they belittle Jamaica, and they
belittle Jamaica's institutions, At times like these we need to
support and proteet those institutions, not to try and tear them
down. So take it easy, please; and let the law take its course,
There will be time enough for all the nastiness later on when this

. nd re membev | vielewt QW- Jead s tha
thing is really behind us, (AmpkfﬁLthdJeﬁf'QCT d

And while we have been rightly concerned with our own problems an
ugly and dangerous situation has been building in Angola where the
South African racists on Monday launched a major attack across
Angola's southern borders. The U.N. Security Council is today
hearing Angola's complaint against this latest attack. And a

spokesman for the Organisation of African Unity has warned that

the OAU itself takes this invasion of one of its member-states
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as a serious threat to world peace with which it will deal &t its
next meeting. So we have here all the makings of a new international
erisis based on Southern Africa. What is behind it? Why are the
South African racists adopting this provocative posture towards
Angola? I think there are two factors we need to bear in mind in
looking for possible explanations. First there was the blowing up

of those massive fuel depots in the early hours of the morning of
June 2nd; and then, a fortnight later, on June 16, there was the
start of the widely dispersed strikes and demonstrations in observ-
ance of the 4th anniversary of the Soweto riots of 1976. The

sabotage of the o0il storage tanks was a complete shock to South Afr&c?
rulerd, Till it happened, they were sure it could; after it happened
they are not sure of anything, Rhey admit to that piec%of sabotage
causing $7-m worth of damage; you can safely double that figure.

And the question which haunts them is: where next? Where are the
nationalists likely to strike. And then, while they massed for
trouble in Sowete it erupted in the Cape and popped up in a series
of widely dispersed flashpoints, It is possible that these two
events have forced the white South Africans to decide to try and
bring forward the showdown between black and white which they know
has to come sooner or later., And if they have decided that the show-
down should be now, rather than later, then the new provocations in
*hngola make sense. It has long been part of the South African plan

to 'internationalise' any showdown by ensurgéng that the Western
powers get involved on their side. A shooting war with Angola is
almost certain, by their calculations, tgféggtzrgolana again asking
for Cuban and perhaps Soviet help. If this help is forthcoming the

South Africans would be able to ask for Western help., In such a war

%
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Good evening: Predictably, Sunday's revelation that the security
forces had uncovered a plot to overthrow the constitutional Gevern-
ment of Jamaica, has been the weeks main talking point here at home.
It has also received wide news coverage and comment abroad., And,
equally predictably, given our highly polarised partisan politics,
supporters of the political parties, or/ﬁiﬁi of them, have tended to
see these developments in mainly partisan terms., And so there has
supporters of
come, from the/obhe side, a fair amount of the sccffing and casting
of doubt about which I warned on Monday. And from the other side
there has come a strong tendency to prejudge the issue even before
the investigations are completed, DBut the much more pervasive
reaction which I, for one, have encountered has been a deep and
quiet concern to know all the facts behind this plot to overthrow
the elected government of Jemaica, Why now, many ask, especially
with elections just around the corner? And there is, too, the
disturbed and disturbing realisation that if this thing had succeeded
political power would have passed out of the hands of the Jamzzgggj
the power of the Jamsican people to choose or to reject those who
manx® govern would have been cancelled, and PNP and JLP andNo-P
would have all been the losers, This realisation may, indeed, be
the single most important long-term national political benefit to
come out f the unsettling events of this week, We have tended to

take Jamaican democracy for granted., We have tended to feel that

"it can't happen here"., Military and political coups, the forceful
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and violent, and at times bloody overthrow of elected governments
happened elsewhere, not in Jamaica. The events of this week taught
us that it‘can happen here, if we are not on guard, All the indicat-
ions are that only the alertness and loyalty to the Constitution of
Jamaica of the security forces as a whole saved us from that plenned
coup. And let us remember the central fact to this whole thing is
that it was the security forces who uncovered this plot. And let
us put a rein on the loose telk that is now going the rounds, It is
not just coming from one side. And loose tailk is loose talk, no
matter where it comes from. You cannot have 'good' loose talk from
one side and 'bad' loose talk from the other. So if we are serious
about curbing the loose talk, let us all do it. Above all, the
Jamaican people of all parties and all persuasions must look again
with new alertness for themselves
/at their democracy and decide/on the limits beyond which they are
not prepared to have it pushed. Next, our own problems have tended
to push some important other news into the background, That meeting
in Venice for instance, where President Carter met with the leaders
of West Buropean Common Mrket countries to try and resolve the
them and : over
differences between/the United States/ams& the Middle East. The
reported
fact that hardly anything was/maig out of the cenference on Israel
and the Palestinians would suggest that Mr, Carter and the Zuropeans
are as far apart as ever, MNuch more was seid about the gloomy world
economy on which there was basic agreement. And for the present
nobody seems to know what to do the turn the world economy around.
So the international capitalist economic crisis deepens. And from

India came the intensely humen news of what is perhaps the ultimate

in human tragedies, when a parent has to bury an offspring. Sanjay

Gandhi was on the verge of becoming POth @ national and international

force when he died in that plane crash, And all India wept,
Goodnight.,
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frontpage
Good evening: '[he main/headline in this morning's Daily News read:

"Coup Plot Smashed: 23 soldiers 1 civilian detained"; the Daily
Gleanep gave it far less prominence, It had a two-column headline
on the frontpage but below its main headline which ssid: "$7-m Esso
project vetoed by Exxon: climate in Jemaica said not right". And the
dealing with the disovered plot
xix headline/said " Civilian, Certein JDF Men Detained"., And all
this was of course based on that very careful statement from the
Prime Minister last night in which he told the natigg?;fter a confere:
ce with the Heads of the Security Forces, and now I gquote: "I must
state that a civilian and certain members of the Jamaica Defence
Force have been detained for guestioning in wonnection with an
alleged conspiracy to commit certain acts detrimental to National
Security and subversive of the constitutional Government of Jamgica",
I think it is wmost important for us to note that the Prime Minister's
statement comes out of & conference with the Heads of the Security
Forces., S0 those who have already begun to scoff and cast doubt
had better be absolutely clear about whether thuey want to sewoff at
by the Heads of our

and cast doubt on the imRmxmxxtiax confirmation af/thasmximfaxmmxtiam
Security Forces of the information

/made public by the Prime Minister. It is one thing in this highly
charged climate of partisan politics to question what the political
directorate says and does; it is quite esnother thing to cass doubt
on the integrity of the leadership of our security forces., So let
us all think very carefully about this. The security forces have
uncovered a plot. Any of us who pretend it is some kind of minor

fiction play a dangerous game indeed.
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/tnd what do we say about the plot itself? The first obvious thing
is relief that it has been uncovered in good time and, as far as we
know, without bloodshed. Meny people had felt for some time that
something was brewing. You do not have the kind of violent and
threatening deeds and words we have had for so long without it
leading to some sort of explosion, There had been too much build-up
for something not to happen. Fortunately the plot has been frustrated.
But what if it had not? What if the plan had succeeded? The answer
profoundly
is that Jemaica today would have been a/xexx different place because
political power would have been removed from the hands of the
Jamaican people. The Jamaican people would have lost the power to
choose or dimiss those who govern on their behaXf. And when the
they lose control and
people of & country lose that power/anything can happen to them for
they cease to be masters and mistresses of their own destiny. When
the military take over by force it does not really matter whether
they run the country themselves or whether they put up some civilian
politician as head of state or Prime Minister, The soldiers would
still be in comntrol, The Constﬁtution/zggidlose all meaning as the
document guaranteeing our rights and liberties. The rule of law would
be subordinate to the rule of the military. This is how it has been
wherever you have had military takeovers, Indeed, this is how it
has been wherever political power did not come from the people and
was not under the control of the people. 1t is the one great virtue
of our kind of democracy that because the power to choose and to
reject is vested in the people, the people can change their govern-
ments in peaceful and orderly manner, without killing each other and
without murdering their leaders. <The plot uncovered yesterday was

. t is
just about the gravest threat S0 far posed to that democracy I ot

up to the Jamaican people,‘xz‘in their interest,(to prg::::i ;Illl‘:t democrpj



1l) Rettray Assumes Responsibility
2) What Heppened at the Airport

C;ﬁ?/’ 3) Two Versions of the news
\ /) C/((‘

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

June 20, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The Prime Minister's t#ansfer of responsibility for
National Security, ‘until further notice', to Mr. Carl Rattray
should bring some sort of easing to the mounting clemour over this
matter, Whether it will in fact do so is another question again,
and only time will tell. One of our very real problems right now

is that most of us are so busy screaming and shouting at each other
that there is very little time to pause and listen and really hear
what each is saying to the other., - And so we only half-hear, and

we only half-hear what we have already decided the other person is
most likely to say or write, We do not read; we look at the head-
lines and we skim and then we pass judgement, And the judgement is
tisually based on a mixture of preconceptions, on stuff only half-
heard, on printed news only skimmed over., And this cannot be good
for an open democracy seeking to arrive at sound decisions on the
basis of informed judgement., And so there is an uneasy and not very
healthy mood abroad in the society. It is not just the political
disagreements - these are normal in our kind of system: it is the
violence and the confusion, and thet general mood first articulated
by }ggighin the 0ld Testament thousends of years ago when he said:
"And judgement is turmed away backward, and justice standeth afar

off; for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter".
at least

And so there are fwo versions of what happened at the NormanManley

Airport on Wednesday. One has Mr, Dudley Thompson travelling with
the Cuban Ambassador &nd the general menager of Moonex Limited,
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in what at the very least appeared the most suspicious of eircum-
stances. The other version showed a straightforward and above-board
journey #ith no sinister undertones to it, But there were two
versions to this piece of news, and it made things that much more
difficult for the ordinary citizen to sort out and to come to sbme
understanding of what really happened. What was the real truth of
this situation? And how is the ordinary citizen to arrive at that
real truth? It seems to me that we are making it unnecessarily
difficult for the citizens of this country to arrive at 2§Z}faets

of sime controversial matters unaided and without being nudged in
khis or that desired direction, Please don't get me wrong. There

is nothing wrong with interpreting the news to serve this or that
point of view, There is nothing wrong with the expressing of
opinion or preferénce or bias, All I am saying is tha%?ggws and
commentary should not be so intertwined that the listener or readifx
does not know where the one begins or the other ends., The hard
facts of & matter, especiallya:yhighly controversial matter, should
be as clearly distinguishable as possible from interpretation,
commentary or opinion on it., People should be in a position where,
after reading or listening, they can say: 'Yes, these are the facts;
now what are these people's views or interpretations of these facts',
Until we can do this we will go on making it rather more difficult
than is really necessary for the ordinary citizens of this society
to get e the hard facts on which to base xk sober judgements, One
of the dangers of the 'two versions'bus$ness with the new:78dramatic-
ally illustrated last year when a majority of the American people

flatly refused to believe that the energy crisis was real because

ghey did not trust the media reports and they did not trust the oil
companies, Goodnight.



1) How Rodney Was Kill

‘ 1¥Z;, 2) Dudley Thompson's Seat: Bar
1T/7/] % Association Statement

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broasdcast on Wednesday

June 18, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Yesterday's statement by the Council of the Bar
Association of Jamaica on Mr. Dudley Thompson's seat in Parliament
repredents perhaps the last opportunity for the government to deal
with this matter at the legal and constitutional level rather than
-at the party political level.atxwitxzk If this opportubhity is not
taken, if this matter is not removed from the miasma of party
polities in which it is now enmeshed, this issue may, apart from
anything else, become one of the central issues of the present

question
election campaign, And I/amxmatxamxx whether this is really what
% g»\%eu

th (ruling perty Lw tss So let us hope that the government
will heed the Bar Council's recommendation and avoid the further
build up of confrontationist postures on what is essentially a
legal and constitutional matter which should be dealt with in a
legal and constitutional context. That is the essence of the rule
of law,

Next, +the details out of Geobgetown Guyana of how Dr, Walter Rodney
was killed, His brother's story of so the so-called "walkie~talkie"
plot could only be told because that brother survived. If he, too,
had died in that bomb blast there would have been nobody to tell

the tale. And yet, on the BBC news reports out of London we were
told quite early on of allegations made by officials madaxkyxxks of
Guyana Government that Dr, Rodney was killed by a bomb which he
himself was taking to some place. According to the brother's accoun’

the taking of the so-called "walkie-talkie" for testing at the wall
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of the Georgetown prison weas part of the set-up. If the device

had exploded at the prison wallZ, perhaps blowing a hole in it,

and if}gggneys had died there or been hurt there a near ironclad
case could have been made against them., They could have been accused
of attempting to free prisoners by blowing a hole igrigg?wall and
nobody would have been able to dispute the charge. But things went
wrong and now the world knows about the involvement of a former
Guyenama army sergeant, Will that former army sergeant now be brough
forward to answer questions about the so-called #walkie-talkie"

which killed Welter Rodney and of which Donald Rodney bore witness?
And will that former ermy sergeant be asked to tell on whose behalf
he did what he did? And how did that informant of the BBC know,

so soon after the event, that Walter Rodney was carrying the thing
which killed him, It seems to me that Mr., Burnham's government has
some very serious questions to answer, On the wider international
scene two news developments are of note. First, from the United
States come reports that Mr., Ronald Reagan, the Republican challenger
for the Presidency has now got a slight lead over Mr, Jimmy Carter

in the opinion polls, It would now seem that the man whom former
President Gerald Ford once described as un-electable could do what
Mr., Ford himself failed to do and beat Jimmy Carter in November, That
is, if elections were held today. But it is all of five months
between now and November and all sorts of things could happen to
change the picture between now and then: the fact, however, remains
that Mr. Reagan has taken the lead in the presidential campaign.

And in South Africa the enemies of apartheid on Monday employed the

new tactic of striking where police did not expect them to: so the

police were concentrated in Soweto 8nd they struck elsewhere, then,

when the police moved from Soweto they struck there. The tactics of
the long struggle are being refined, Goodnight,
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NEWS COMMENTARY
Tor broedcast on Kondey
June 16, 1980, 6,10p.m

&N
: L? Welter HRodney: end of democracy in Guyana?
e/ 2) Soweto Remembered

Cood evening: The car-bomb killing of Dr. Walter Rodney in George-
has provoked
town , Guyana, on Fridejasxkammxxazamixzf® shock and horror and
dismey both inside the Ceribbesn region and fer beyond. The savage
manner of the this
and brutel/zmz killing of A brillignt young man just entering the
prime of life woutd be cause enough for the shoek and the horror
and the enger, But it is the implications of this killing for the
political future of Guyane and for the future of the people of
Guyene which may, in the long run, be most disturbing. Dr, Walter
Redney wes the third senior mewber of the Working People's Alliance
to be killed in this violent/}iiggzx in less than a year. And it
is no secret that meny pecople both inside and outside Cuyana are
convinced that the Government of Cuyene must be held accountable,
in one way or enother, for these deaths, There is of course no known
proof which would stand up in & court c¢f law to show that the govern-
ment of Guyenea had snything to do with the deaths of these three
leading wembers of the VWorking People's Alliance, Vhat we do know,
what nes been demonstreted beyond any doubt, are two besic facts:
first, that the government of CGuyana is intolerant of any kind of
opposition; and second, that it would not hesitate to crush any
opposition which it saw as threatening its hold on power. And the
Working People's Alliesnce, and Welter Rodney in particular, had of
late increasingly threatened the Burnhem Government's hold on

political power. It is one of the irpnies of the Guyanese situation
that Burnham is less afemid of the threat from the communist PPP
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led by Cheddie Jagan, which is possibly the single lagest political

party in the country in terms of mass support., One reason is that

in terms of naked power the police and the military in Guyana are

bkack and Jegen's mess support is predominantly East Indian. In any

confrontation between Jasgan and Burnhem raw power used with brutal

efficiency is bound to prevail. The Working People’'s Alliance, on

the other hand, cuts right across the communal divisions which

Burnham has exploited successfully in the past., It was in fact

bringing all the various racial elements in the society together

against the Burham regime, which is why it was and remains such a
political

threat. But when any political system resorts to settling/x%=

differences by thq/ggiiz; of opposing pelitical leaders parliamentary

democracy is automatically cancelled, Ydu cannot stay in power Ly

parliamentary

killing off opposition lesders and still operate a/democracy. Likewise

you cannot overthrow and elected government and kill its leaders and

8till operete a parlismentary democracy. The moment you do either

of these things you aiso kill parlismentary democracy. And the savage

killing of Walter Rodney in Guyana lest Friday may also have been

the final act in the killing of parlismentery democracy in Guyana.

And once this kind of killing, killing at the level of the political

leadership, is started there is usually no end to it except through

iron dictatorship. These are some of the grave implications for

Guyanapg after the cer-bomb killing of Welter Rodney. This is where

the use of

/political violence, even & little political violence, leads,
And finally and briefly, today, June l€th, is the 4th anniversary
of the Sowetoriots in which hundreds of young black South Africans

were killed legally and in the neme of law and order by the white

recist essablishment . As Indire Ghndhi sesiq When she was heee in
Jamaica: Powerg is as power does, Goodnight,



f (iﬁ;/ September General Elections

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadecast on Friday
June 13, 1980, 6,10p.m
Good evening: The Chairman of the Electoral Advisory Commattee,
Professor Gladstone Mills, yesterday described as 'totally untrue'
that his committee had given advice as to an estimated date for the
completion of preparations for holding elections. So wherever
PNP General Secretary Dr., D.K. Duncan got is information from, it
was not from the Electoral Advisory Committee. But havéng said
that we are still left with the fact that Dr. Duncan has given
this likely time-table for a count-down to election day. And as a
timetable it looks reasonable enough, provided nothing goes wrong,
and provided nobody or bodies throw a spanner in the works, So,
September it? provided...S50 we must all watch out very carefully
for that 'provided'.
And with September a little under three months away, where are the
election
raxixxeax manifestoes of the two parties? What are the issues that
the two parties themselves want the Jamaican people to baee their
choices on? And, indeed, who are all the candidates? The PNP has
announced its full slate of 60 candidates: the JLP has so far
announced only some of its candidates, So please let the people
have all the candidates for all the constituencies so that the
people can begin the important process of eramining them and their
backgrounds, the import-.nt process of seriously and quietly evaluat-
them es x=

ing/xhk® people and what they stand for. There are some, th%committe‘

party supporters, who are going to vote on the straight party ticket,

no matter who is put up. This is s0 on both sides of the political
fence. But there are very many other people who are going to wait
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and watch and listen and think. And I do not think that these
people are going to be frightened into panic voting., I think the
riding of the anti-communist bogey, for instance, will not panic
these voters and unless those who seek their votes can come up with
something more positive they may be in for a surprise, I think it
is the hard bread-and-butter issues which are going to influence
these people - listed as undecided in the polls - very much more
then the ideological stuff., To be sure ideodogy will come into
consideration but only in terms of how its affeets the serious
day-to-day lives of pcor people., Where it points a direction and =2
way of coping with the hard issues of our lives, these'undevided'
votere will consider it calmly amd make up their minds. I do not

v wilchkunts

think they will be stampeded by any duppy politics& I think the
politicians who wish to be elected would be wise to look at this
aspect rather more carefully than they have done up to nows The
Jamaican electorate has grown up and in some ways changed very much
more than some of our politicians tend to give them credit for. So
the simplistic talk of'vote for me and all the money we need will
flow in' will not be taken at face value. There will be quesidons,
asked silentbperhaps, like 'At what price will the mbhey come in?
How much of our soverignty will we have to sureender? How much of

and personal and personal

the national/self-regard? The HN&ational/self-pride? It might just
turn out that those who cannot eanswer these guestions may lose the
vote of the undecided. And there is the question which I have met in

some unexpected quarters: WVhat is the point of going through this

costly and elaborate exercise to reform the electoral system by

mutual bipartisan agreement and then still continue with the threaten-

ing language of what will happen 1f you are not satisfied with the

results? This too, the 'unddeided' are watching with close care.
Gocdnight



1; President Carter & U.S. Blacks
2) Zimbabwe: Whose Interests should Media Serve

NEWS COMMENTARY

#for broadcast on Wednesday

June 11, 1980, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The best news we have 1is that the enumeration is
going reasonably well; the worég news, the ongoing violence and

the ongoing political bad-mindedness, IAbetween there is the tear-
down politics and the violent language whicn creates the climate

for physical violence, I am sure that if we were to speak less
violently to and about each other the climate of violence would be
considerably eased., But just in case we think that we are the only
people with these troubles consider what happened to ne less a person
than the American President on Monday night, Mr, Carter visited
Miami to try and cool down the tensions caused by the recent race
riots in that city. But instead of receiving a welcome the President
and his men were pelted with bottles and rubbish of any kind that
the black citizens of Miami could find. News reports say that the
demenstration against the President was violent and bitterly abusive
and although ne himself was not hurt several of the cars in his
motorcade were damaged, It is cold comfort but at least we should
know that these things do not happen only in Jamaica., And, basically,
some of the same reasons that are &t the root of our violence were
at the root of that show of violence against the'American President.
Bla®k Americans, especially black Americans in the South had hoped
for much from Mr, Carter, He was a man from the South himself, indeed,

the very first man from the South to be elected President in modern

times, He was an enlightened Governor of Georgia and a close friend

of Andrew Young. And when black Americans helped to put him in the
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White House with their votes, they expected things to get better for
them, Unfortunstely for them, and for Mr. Carter, the world economic
erisis hit snd even big snd rich America felt it; end other matters
such as Iran and Afghanistan and the escalating Cold Wer between
East and West also took Mr. Cezrter's attention off the problems of
black Americens, But the Black Americans are in a problem too: they
are very angry with Mr, Carter and they have threatened not to vote
for him this November. But will they vote for amyama Mr. Ronald
Reagan? Not likely. If lir., Edward EKennedy were around and likely
to be the candidate most, if not all of them would desert Kr., Carter.
at least for this time:
But Mr. Kennedy does not look like being around/ so they are stuck
with Mr. Carter or nothing,other than a protest vote for lir. Reagan
which most of them see as & protest vote against themselves, All this
_ was, I suggest,
as well as their growing economic frustration/xx behind Mondey's
angry?gﬁigurst against the American President. So the hard, *'black-
dog-for-monkey' dilemma that some Jaméicans see is also very real
for America's black voters., Another news development with a femiliar
ring to it ceme to us from Zimbabwe by way of London. And 1413 the
question: whose interests should the mess medis serve? When the whites
were in control in Rhodesia they owned and conitrolled press and radio,
whi te black
The transfer of political power from/kXxazk to/whix® has not meant an
automatic change in ownership of press and radio in Zimbabwe. All
this Zimbabwe's Information Minister has reliayed to the Commonwealth
Press Union on Monday of this week, So what will Zimbabwe do about
the urgent need to have a press that serves the interests of'the

broad masses' of Zimbabwe? Are we going to see a collision between

the government of Zimbabwe and the so-called 'free press' similar

to the sort of thing we have seen here? Will the Rhodesia Herald be

that fifhting'frne press'Z with lots of foreign friends? It will be
interesting to watch this familiar tale unfold. Goodnight,




Frank Hill: 1910-1980

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
June 9, 1980, 6,10p.m 0‘

Good evening: I first heard about Frank Hill through George Padmore,
something over forty years ago. At the time, and amomg his many
other activities, George Padmore was also running a kind of one-man
news service directed at the then colonies of the British Empire.
,pamphlets,
Padmore was based in London and he received the newspapers/and news
sheets put out by trade unions and political parties and groups in
all of the colonies: papers and other documents from Asia, Africa,
the West Indies as well as from the bleck groups in the United States.,
And from these papers, and using the two-finger method, he painstaking
ly typed summaries of the news from these colonial territories and
circulated it. And so it was mainly through Padmore that the Indians
in India learned of what was going on in Africa and the Caribbean; or
that the Africans learned about what was going on in Asia orthe the
West Indieggdoggfgft the West Indiens learned about what was going
on in Africa/ Indeed, Padmore informed Africans in West Africa of
what was going on in East, Central and Southern Africa, 2nd the other
way about., This flow of information between and among Britain's
colonies in those #@ays was, I think, one of George Psdmore's greatest
contributions to the solidarity of the anti-colonialist movement
which has since flowered into today's Third World and Non-=Aligned
movements of co-operation. I am not sure that we will ever be able
to place a true value on this aspect of George Pasdmore's work of
making those involved in the colonial struggles of the time aware of
each other and of the problems with which each was grappling at the

time. And so it was that a group of young Swuth Africans struggling
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to build up a a black trade union movement in a place where trade
unions for blacks were not legal, received from Padmore the news
Lxomx&amaxzx of what & young labour leader by the name of Frank Hill
was doing in Jamaica. From Pédmore we heard of Public Opinion and
Ken Hill and
of W.A. Domingo and/of the unfolding nationalist movement with which
they were associati#d., And we published Padmore's informationon
Jemaica, and indeed, on the other islands and colonies in our ownzxzis
cyclostylednews sheets and used the information in the night schools
we conducted to teach both the three Rs and political and na%ionalist
awareness, Occasionally Padmore sent us artitles vritten by these
people and we reproduced them in our cyelostyled literary magazines,
And so, in the same way that he had helped to make Africans aware of
Jamaican
the great Gervey, Padmore made the/political and trade union pioneers
of the 1930s and 1940s part and parcel of our own cultural baggage
in the struggle to be free. I remember telling ¥Frank Hill, many
years later, how Xxfixxs% and the context in which I first got to
know about him: and I think that wes the only time I had him
speechless, 1 think even he was unaware of the fact thet there was
a dimension other then just the Jamaicens dimension +to his work.
To what extent did he influence African trade unionism through the
information sent out by Pgsdmore? There is no way of knowing, no way
of measuring, One thing I do know is that the khowledge that there
were other people in other parts of the world, people like us, engaged
in the same kind of struggle as we were, and succeeding, wes a great
morale booster. It meant that we were not alone: and knowing that
shor t=-term
made the/defeats and xhm setbacks more bearable and the hope for
ultimate success more feasible., In this context Frank Hill wes

20th century ]
one of thet/dwimdximg army of drue pioneers who helped to chsnge the

thinking of colonisl peoples and so helped change the world itself
°
Goodnight,



June 6, 1944 - June 6, 1980:
A Very Special Anniversary

NEWS COMMERTARY

For broasdcast on Friday

June 6, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Roughly two out of every three Jamaicans who are
alive today are under the age of thirty. So two-thirds of all the
Jemaicans in Jemeica who are alive today were not around on June

6th, 1944, which was one of the pivotael dates in the history of this
century. June 6, 1966 was the day on which world war two took a
decisive turn, Until that day Germany under Adolf Hitler was in
control of mxXx pemétically all of Europe - except for a couple of
countries which, for comvenience sake had been allowed to remain
'neutral' - and he also controlled huge chunks of the Soviet Union,
And Europe, under Hitler, had been turned into a huge slave camp in
which the Poles, the Hungarians, the Czechs, the S5lavs were literally
used as slaves in the service of xhka Hitler Germany and the German
people whom Hitler had hypnotised into believing that they were
indeed the 'master race', the race born to rule the world and to

have dominion over all the inferior rsces, To get any sort of first
hand idea of what Hitler's Germany was like people need only to look
at South Africa today. The only difference was that Hitler's so-calle
'*inferior' people with their so-called slower mental processes were
not black; they were the same colour as the so-called 'master race'.
So Hitler's racism had to be based on something more complex than
just the colour of a person's skin, And/iﬁl;:::;;::gxl years between
1932 and %gig Hitler used racism, with the Jews of Germany as its
first target, to gain political power and whip the Germah populace

into a patriotic fremgy by proclaiming them 'the master race'. The
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Jews were persecuted, their property was confiscated and later they
were hearded into concentration camps which later became exterminatior
camps, death camps where they were destroyed by the millions, And
between 1932 and 1939 the world looked on and did nothing as Hitler's
power and the racism which was the driving force of that power,both
spread. So Hitleris Germany killed millions of Jews and the world
looked on; he seized other people's lends and the world looked onj
he turned other people into slaves of the 'master race' and the world
looked on: much as the world looks on at South Africa today., By
1939 Hitler had grown so strong and his racism so arrogant that he
no longer hid the fact that his driving purpose was to conquer all of
Burope, and then, later, all the world. And so, finally, in September
of 1939, when Hitler invaded Poland, the Western Powers reaslised that
unless they did something it would be their turn next. And it pretty
nearly was., Between 1939 and 1944 Hitler's forces occupied all of
Zurope and were at the gates of Mosmcow at one point. Only Winston
Churchill's defiant bluff and bluster stopped them from invading
“ritain at & time when she was very weak. If Hitler had invaded

when she was : world in
Britain/at her weakest, he might have prevailed, and the/hixtmxy
which we live now would have been a completely different place: a
world in which inferior races served one 'master race', But Churchills
bluff psid off and Hitler hesilated long enough for the tide of war
to turn, And on June 6, 1944, the tide had turned sufficiently for
the greatest land,sea and air imvasion ever undePtaken to be leaunche
in order to liberpte/gzigzzxxﬁ from the slavery of Hitler Germany. It
all happened just 36 years ago today. And the cost in humen life

finally
and in humen suffering was terribly high before Europe was/freed.

And the things which made possible the terrible demaged and suffering
Hitler caused are still with us. Let us think about that on this
very special anniversary of the struggle to be free, Goodnight
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NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broadcast on Wednesday
June 4, 1960, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Yesterday saw the end of this year's American Primary
elections to choose the two men who will oprose each other in the
November Presidential electiong. What the primaries dibd was & kind
of state by state electoral process through which each of the two
perties in the United States selected the delegates who would go
to the national convention of each party to choose that party's
Premidential candidate. The Democrats will hold their nominating
Convention in New York in August; and the Republicens will hold their
Detroit in July.
nominating Convention in/NexxIzrssyxinx¥y¥sxdEX¥, And perhaps the singl
most 1nteresting thing about this year's Nominating Conventions is
the faet that the American eleectorate, aiﬁgiig rest of the world,
already know who the ecandidates will be. There is always of comprse
the remote chance that something extraordinery might happen to change
this, Disability or death or the outbreak of nuclear war coudd, for
instance, totally change the smerican political picture, But such
extraordinery happenings apart, Mr. Jimmy Certer is certain to be
the Democr&tic Party's candidate for a second term in the White House,
and Mr. Ronald Reagan is certain to be the Republican Party's
candidate, There will be no bitter fights to win or retain deleggtes
as has been the case in most previous Conventions of both parties,

And the reason is that both Mr, Carter and Mr, Reagan will go to the

nominating conventions already controlling more of the comvention

delegates each will need to be nominated on the firet ballot.



President Carter's camp of the Democretic Party already has more
Democratic
than the 1,666 delegates needed to win the/nominstion. And MNr,
Reagen already has more then the 998 delegates needed to win the
Republicen nomination. ©So, with the nominations practically sewn-up
why did not Mr, Edward Kennedy do like Mr. George Bush on the
Republican sZide and gracefully withdraw? When the Reagan nominatioz
became & certeinty Mr. Bush abandoned his campaign and instrudéded
the delegates who were committed to him to transfer their votes to
¥r. Reagan, lMr., kennedy has done no such thing, Why? Consider these
possible reasons., By fighting Mr, Carter all the way to the conven-
tion ¥r. Kennedy makes sure that he will play a key pert in the draft-
ing of the "Democratic election platform. If Mr, Carter then goes on
to win a2 second term it will be on a platform strongly influenced by
Kennedy. And remember that by 1984, when the next Presidential
elections are due, Carter will not he able to run agein and Kennedy
would still be & comparatively young man, more seasoned, more
experienced &end still only in his early fifties. But what if Mr,
Carter were to lose to Mr. Heagen in November? In that event Mr,
Heagen, on the verge of 70, would be one of the oldest men ever to
become President. And the young Mr., Kennedy would be the logical
legder to hold & defeated Temocr&tic Perty together over the next
rightwing
four years while the ageing conservative Reagan's/policies lead
America deeper and deeper into turmoil and conflict both at home and
abroad., In such a context the Kennedy leadership could be made to
look better with each passing year, and almost ensure a Kennedy

victory in the 1984 Presidentisl elections. So if the Kennedy people
are indeed look beyond November of 1980, and are thinking in terms

&
of November 1984, then what Edward Kennedy is doing right |18 logical/
in terms of the Democr#&tic American politicel process, Goodnight,
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2) Scoting of Vernon Jordan
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, NEWS COMMENTARY

— For broadcast on Monday

dune 2, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: What ever were the disadvantages and the discomforts
of this past wet weekend, its one great advantage was that it also
acted @8 a damper on gun violence, especially political gun violence.
So, for that at least, let us give thanks, But much more important
than just giving thanks for a little ease from the violence, let us,
the peeceful majority, decide to put a stop te it. Do you remember
the case of the higgler woman a few years back who got so angry at

a2 gunman who tried to hold her up and rob her? Remember she beat
him up and took the gun from him? Well, I think if this society,
collectively, became angry enough about the lawlessness and the
violence, we can bring it under control. There are enough decent
and upright people in our security forces and in our political system
with whom we can co-operate to stop the violence. We are many and
the lawless ones are few. All we need is the will and then to
mobilise against them. One of the main obstacles to this united
sction against violence is the fect that there are some among us

who seeék polit2cal gain by exploiting the violence, And it is this
that makes the fight against violence that much more difficult, But
I think that sooner or later the Jamaican people will see through
this and turn their backs on those who would use violence to divide
the house ageinst itself, Indeed, the signs are already there for
those who care to look closely. Next, there is much speculation on

whether the two events concerning Mr, Dudley Thompson, end coming

so hard on each other, were coincidental, You will remember that



2
on Wedneswday of last week we had those startling frontpage headlines
in both of our daily newspapers
/that the Police Federwmtion, through its chairman, had declared its
'no confidence' in Mr., Thompson as the Minister of National Security.,
And then, on Saturday, and again in both of our newspapers we had
those equally startling new frontpage headlines/g:i;iigng in one
case that Mr. Thompson's seat in Perliement had been declared vacant,
end in the other case that he had been 'unseated', As it turns out
Mr, Thompson's seat hes not been declared vacant end he has not been
unseated: but this is by the way., The teasing question is whether
there was any connection between the 'mo confidence' declaration by
the Police Federation and the High Court ruling which had the effect
of causing Mr, Patterson to temporarily remove the portfolio of
National Security from’Mr. Thompson, In other words, did the offieer:s
of* the Police Federatigg;:bout the High Court ruling which was about
to be made ‘'public? For if they did know it would tend to put their
thm¥x 'no confidence' deelaration in a completely new light, Ands;the
opportunist, the
gqueLtions are: was this action/the seizing of/am opnortunity of the
/gﬁgzgg High Court ruling to get at the man for personal or political
or both reasons? Or was it one of those one-in-a-million conincidences
heppen mmiyxImxxka more often in rietion than in fact?
which/gaxtaxpraxextRatxitxuthxksxxixangeextianxfigtiaon ., Andfinally
and briefly, the shooting of bleck American civ@l rights leader Vernor
Jordan last Thursday, and the blowing up ofmZ?;&Z§ storage depot
outside Johannesburg, South Africa in the early hours of this morning,
are straws in the wind, worlds apart, but linked by the struggles of
black folk, Coming so soon after the riots of blacks in Miami after
the beating to death of 2 black man, the Vernon Jordan shooting has

triggered fears on new black unrest all over America. The South Africe

explosion shows the ultimate vulnerability ©f even the most rekgdd
racist system in the world, As long as thére are blacks in South

g
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1) Continuing Violence
2) The dDF Chief's Response

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

May 30, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good ewening: In spite of that moving appeal for political peace
by Mr. Hugh Shearer, and in spite of the Prime Minister's warm and

positive echoing of it, the violence and the bloodletting continues.

on this station and shocking
One news report/carried the depressing/information that zamekkinxz
twenty

afxthexaxdexxaf/ testy people had died by the political gun between
Tuesday and Thursday of this week, And those who died were, in the
main, poor and young and black, And to this we must now add last
night's killings in the Olyppic Gardens erea. If this madness does
not stop, if this savage political bloodletting is not stopped,
then the lives of hundreds of poor Jamaicans are going to be snuffed
out by the pqlitical gun between now and election time, So what is
this all about? You would have thought that when @&lectoral reform
was put in place, and when we were told that elections woukd be
held as soon as the electorasl reform process was completed, people
would have settled down to prepare for those elections, This, after
all, is what a great part of the agitation had been all about, With
this out of the way, a new situation, new conditions, should have
come into play. The ection now, you would have thought, would centre
on the parties organising and mobilising and educating their support-
ers for the cempaign. You would heve thought that the working out
of the issues and positions of the parties end the meetings and
preperations of the groups end branches, would take pride of place
and push the divisive end violent street politics into the background

Instead, what do we have? We have this upsurge in violence. Why?



There is an awful lot of talk about settiing the stage for a new
state of emergency., But two can go in for the business of stage
setting., The government can set the stage and the Opposition can
also set the sasge, And don't forget, like it or not, we are into
the realm of dirty tricks in Jamaican national politics theg:§sknd
to compound 211 this we are told of some mysteerious other group,
neither PNP notx JLP, which is determined to undermine the/ggigiiix:
of elections. And what of that Daily News report of Tuesday of this
week about a mysterious black army being treined in Miami for
service in & 'Garibbean island'? And one thing you can be sure of
is that if such an army is being trained, nobody is going to come
formard and admit it, eny more than the CIA will step forward and
sey yes, we tried to destabilise this or that, And this of course
applies to the KGB, the DCGI, British Intelligence snd any other spy
service, So it is foolish for us to expect anybody to own up. The
best we can d§ is ask ourseives: who is most likely to do it, and
why? So, if there is &n external attempt to overthrow the Jamaican
government, who is most likely to do it and why? If this is what
this current violence is 211 about, then why cennot our two major

at least
political perties/put a stop to xt their supporters being used as
pawns? Instead, each side seems more interested in scoring partisan
points from it, The one ray of of hope end sanity in this ugly sea
of violence was that letter from the Chief of Staffd of the Jamaica
Defence Force in response to one he hed received from the Leader of
the Opposition, It is a wise and balanced eand mature letter, and if
you heve not read it, please do so. At one point the Briganider writes:

"What we do not need are false facts or allegations designed to
weeken our position. We will strive at all times to deal with the

public in a fair and impertial manner so as to earn their trust and
confidence," To which I say amen, Goodnight, j
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday
Mey 28, 1980, 6,10p.m

Good evening: A very worrying question on the minds of very many
Jemaicans today is whether we can continue +to keep national

security separated frggﬁﬁg;tisan polities, And that worry has

been heightened by news reports of what took place at yesterday's
public session of the annual conference of the Police Federation,

In his News Analysis last night Robert Fray dealt fully and impartiall:
with the specific issues raised/iixiﬁi speech of the Chairman of

the Police Federation, so there is no need to go over that, But
there is need to question and to think out very carefully the likely
implications of any efforts, and there have been some, to pressure
the police, or at least some folicemen,into adopting narrow partisen
political positions, The principle of the rule of law is of course
very clearly above partisan politics., And those whoSe€ job it is to
uphpld, and where necessary, enforce, the rule of law, can only do
sgzg; perly and successfully if they too operate at a level which

is above pertisan politics, This,and not some nebulous fetish about
national security, is the cornerstone of our social and political
system, Of course you have the rule of law in other social and
political systems too. In Botth Africa, for instance, racism and
Apartheid are enforced by way of the rule of lawi.The South African
Parliament has passed the laws which legalise all that racial
naestiness: and it is in the namie of mational security that they\@ﬂﬁﬁj
brutalise and imprison and kill blacﬁ people, So the social and

political system within which the rule of law operates is quite as



important as is the rule of law itself. The law can and has been
used to oppress and exploit and even to kill: +the rule of law can
and has been used as an instrument of oppression. The protecting
of national security can and has been used as a tool of oppression.
So when we talk about upholding the rule of law and when we talk
about safeguarding national seeurity we must always remember the
context of the social and political system, Where the social and
political system are geared to serve the interests of the majority
usually also serve majority intereste
national security and the rule of law /mxExtotai¥yxdiffaxsmixthings
Where the social and political systems are geared t0 serve the
interests of minorities; national security and the rule of law are
usually also geared to serve minority interests. In dictatorships
national security and the rule of law are used to p%ietuate those
dictatorships. In open pluralistic democracies national security and
the rule of law are used to protect and perpetuate the democratic
process, But open, pluralistic democracies can only continue as such
for as long as those whose job it is to safeguard the national securit
and uphold the rule of law abide by the basic rules of the system.
An& the most basic of all the rules under our system is that they be
manipulate
genuinely non-partisen in the doing of their job. The efforts to/ and
involve our security forces in narrow partisan politics is therefore
a very grave threat to our system itself. So watch this one very
carefully, please, And then there is the business of the violent and
brutal language which is the first step to violent and brutal action.
So listen to the language too, please. Violent language leads to

leads
violent deeds; peaceful language/to peaceful deeds. You do not

threaten war if you really want to live in peaces S0 listen carefully

and you will know who is really for peace, Goodnight
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FEWS COMMENTARY

For brozdcast on Monday

May 26, 1980, 6.,1Cp.m

Good evening: The nation today buried in sclemn ceremony at the

place reserved for our heroes and heroines the old people wheo died

in the fire at the Eventide Home in the early hours of last Tuesday

morning. And today is being observed as a National Day of Mourning

for these 0ld people who died so cruelly and so tragically. In

life we neglected these old people cruelly, Is the homage we now

p2y them in death an acknowledgement of that neglect while they were

alive? If it is an honest and humble acknowledgement of that

neglect, if it is an admission of u national failure which we mean

to remedy, then we will show it by deeds rather than words in how

we desl from now on with the old people, and the homeless and the

helpless ones who are still alive among us: it will show in the

re-ordering of our priorities. So let us watch and see what comes

after this nationsl ceremonial show of grief. And, watvhing, let us

remember that we are each watching curselves for each one o-’s is

a part of the whole that went into the making of that cruel neglect/

which 1.)d to the fiery death of those o0ld people. For Jamaica to

become the good society that it can be, and that it will be one day,

we must teke maxr belter care than we have up to now of the very old

and the very young who are alsc poor. In part, of course, this is

the problem of pover?gitfhe problem of how poor countries and poor
ttle

societies allocate what/they have. And here, for instance, would it

not have been so much better socielly if we could have spent less

money on say, National Security and funnelled some of the money

from that Ministry into some of our basic social needs? But the



ugly politimally inspired violence which now stalks the land seems
elmoat designed to ensure that an unusually lerge pert of wht we do
have goes into fighting the violent crime. In 1978/79 Recurrent spendi
Pstimates for National Security was a little over $84-million, In
1979/80 it had gone up to over $115-million., And for this year
1280/81 it has gone up zZ;§136-million. And this increszsed spending
on Netional Security is part and parcel of the struggle to protect
the scciety from the violence of the gun, often the political gun,
If, for instance, the len¢ had been pesceful mmmmgk, if the land

hed been free of gun violence end the threet of gur violence, there
would have been less need to concentrate soc much of what we have on
providing protection and security. 1f, for instance, we had been able
to keep spending on National Security 2t its 1978/79 level, we would,
today have had something over $50-million in hand which could have
beern chaernelled into taking eare of the very old and the very young
and the helplasss, And $50-million-plus would have been more than
enough to replace those firetrsps at the Eventide Home, But the
viclence was there, the violence had to be dealt with, so the money
had to go to strenthen szcurity while the old and the youggsthe
helpless who are poor were neglected. There is a connection here
between the violence snd the neglect. And I, for one, am not so sure
that we should jugzagéfgiss those who say the conneection is deliberate
and calculated, ¥Yor/ there are very few people who these days believe

that it is an accident that just when our tourism is on the upswing

we are hit by political violence 2t home and highpowered negative

publicity abroad. And the sad thing about this brend and this style

violent
of /pertisan politics is that it is usually the poor and the helpless

end the weak and the dispossessed gand those in need who are the
main victims, Goodnight
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For broasdcast on Friday
ley 23, 1980, €.10p.m
Good evening: And I hope that you have had a peaceful and
productive Labour Day, with many trees plented, and that the weekend
will be peaceful and productive, And it is important at this time
to remind oureelves,t:ng;%ie younger people in the society, that
the observance of this xhkkx dey is in honour of the working people
of this country and of the trade union movement they fashioned to
serve their needs., That trade union movement has, over the years,
played a ecritical role in xkm both the political and social evolution
of this socisy. Most of the rights and privileges working people
take for grented tocday had to be fought for at one time or another:
and at times the fight was bitter. There were bitter struggles
before workers won the right to join trade unions or to organise
themselves into trade unions, There were people who were prepared
to shut down their plants and withdraw their investment rather than
accppt the unionisation of their work force. There were times when
workers who dared to unionise lost their jobs, There were times
when today's respected union leaders were dismissed as 'those daumn
trouble-makers', The fact that the trade union movement exerts the
power and influence that it does today is a measure of how far the
organised

/working people of Jemaica have come., It was not always so; and it
was not easy to reach this point, The struggle was hard and long;

the resistance the workers encountered was fierce. Nobody gave

them anything; they had to earn each right, step-by-step, often
through bitter and costly struggle. And perhpps the single most
heartening thing to note on this Lebour Day of 1980 is the emerging
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of 2 new unity of purpcse and untiy of action among our major trade
unions, I think that when this unity of action and purpose comes
fully into play, when 2 united trade union movement recognises and
decides to
/ useg its latent political power for the common national good, our
national politics will enter an important new phase, Perhaps there
was & hint of this in Mr. Hugh Shearer's very warmly received
contribution to this year's budget debate, especially in his
passionate appeal for an end to political violence., He could appeal
across the narrow party lines separating PNP and JLP precisely
because our trade union movement is breaking free of those narrow
party lines., All our major unions represent working people of all
poiitical affiliation: so yow will have supporters of the PNP as
members of the BITU and supporters of the JLP as members of the NWU
and supports of both as members of the other big unions. And when
this happens the kind of mechaniecal and blind party loyaliide which
to and unscrupulous
lead to mindless political violence or/the easy/manipulation of
political violence tend to be reduced and eliminated by understanding
and?anightened self-interest, So, for me, it was no accident
that it should be Mugh Shearer, the spokesman for the Big Five
trade unions, who called with such passion and authority for an
end to political violence and for a return to the politics of pesce.
And it was no surprise either that Prime Minister iichael Manley
should endorse that Sjearer call and remind us of how as two young
Islend Supervisors of the two major trade unions they contended
mightily ageinst each other at times without their followers ever
hurting or demaging or maiming esch other., That call by Shearer and

indeed,
response by Manley, was,for me,ankkf for very many Jemaicans, the

political highpoint of the 1980/81 Budegt CC o' c»  Goodnigit



M /| , The Eventide Home Fire:
/|7 “Wnat of the future?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
May 21, 1980, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: Most, if not all, Jeamaicans are heartsick and
depressed by the terrible fire at the Eventide Home in the early
hours of yesterday morning, which took so many lives, And the

way in which vast numbers of Jamaicans have responded to the

tragedy is proof, if proff were needed, that Jamaicans do care
about each other and about the weak and the helpless among us, We
had this proof during last year's flood rain in the west end of

the island: we had it again yesterday. But why weit until some
tragedy comes about to remind us thet we do care? Why did we not,
why could we not, do what had to be done to make lives of those

old folk as safe and as secure from the hazard of firé as is possible?
And what can we do to ensure as far as is humanly possible that this
kind of fire with this kind of death toll does not take place again
in the future? I think it must begin with buildings. Some buildings
are more prone to fire than others, 0ld wooden buildings which have
stood for over one hundred years, even if some of the older wood
had been replaced from time to time, would be most prone to fire.

I recall that some time last year some such similar wooden building
in Cenada went up in flages and also claimed a large number of lives.
So the first thing we need to do when thinking of rebuilding is to
make sure that whatever new structure we put up is as fire-proof as

possible. The less wood the less likely the type of matchbox flash-
fire which consumed that Eewntide structure in so short a time.

Another thing we need to be acutely conscious of in putting up any
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buildings for the very old and the very young is the fact that
the very old and the very young are usually either totally or
partially helpless in any mmergency. So it should be easy to get
such people in er out of the bukldings. For instance, to have
bedridden and blind old peo%ﬁe}i:ttg gggiggrs wooden building is
almost to ensure disaster in an emergency. Andf let us faceit,
no society cen ever plan so carefully that it will never be hit
by some disaster or some emergency. The best we can do, the best
any society cen do, is to plan in such a way as to minimise the loss
of life if and when we ere hit by some disaster or emergency. So we
want to ensure that the helpless ones can be moved very quickly out
off danger, or are even able to crawl sway from danger. In all this
how we build is eritical, Then there sre people who seay that perhaps
yesterday's tragedy would not have happened if the Eventide Home were
located elsewhere, in some rural setting perheps, sway from the
population pressure and the political pressures of the erea in which
it is, These people may very well be right. The hard probleﬁ}s that
0ld people need and went to be part of the community. Like all of
us they need and they went to be in touch with the flow of things
which gives meaning to life and makes being slive a worthwhile
experience, If we were to quarantine these people in some sort of
femeed-in
isolated/place where they see only other old pecple and their keepers
there would be very little point and meening to their lives, At the
Evemtide Home on the Slipe Pen Road they are at the centre of things,
part of a community, watching and hearing the traffic and the children
and 211 the other noises which make their lives part of the life of
the wider community. Of course it would be easier tc take care of

we
them if/isolate them like fenced-in prisoners., But for their sakes as

well as for the sake of the soul of this Society 1€t us keep them
with us in love and care while they are alive, yGoodnight.
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NEWS COMMENTARY &
For broadcast on Monday
May 19, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The main thing about this year's Budget Debate which
got under way at Gordon House earlier today is the fact that it is
an election year budget, and, therefore, it is an election budget.
Both the PNP and the JLP speakers will see it and deal with it in
that light., TXach side will do its best to get the meximum electoral
the shortest
mileage out of what is herhaps/budget debate in the memories of
most Jamaicans who are now alive, But then, as Mr., Mullings, the
Business
Leader of Government/is reported as saying: this is not a normal
year, This is a highly political year; a year during which the
lines dividing the parties are drawn more sharply than they were
even back in 1676. I think it is important for us to bear this fact
in mind as we try to grapple with the numbers and the arguments
floating from one side to the other in Gordon House between today
and Thursday., I think the short-term and immediate issues will be
relatively clear and easy to grasp. The first and most important of
these short-term issues is of course the business of finding the
money needed to bring in the basiec food the people must have, In
electoral political terme this is crucial, It is of course crucial
in eny case, election or no election, But the fact that this is
election year makes the bringing in of adequate supplies of basic
food an election issue., This is so, and this would be so, whether
the government of the day is PNP, JLP or No-P. And no government,
of any party, can bring in basic food by printing money. You have
to find hard foreign exchange t© Pay for imported basic food. Here



the numbers should be relatively clear. Normally, no Minister of
Finance will put anything into his spendiné budget without first
making sure that he can lay his hands on the money to be spent,
30 when Mr,., Hugh Smmal tabled his spending Estimates in Parliament
on May 8th, he had to have a pretty clear idea of where the foreign
exchange to bring in the basic food and the essential medicine and
raw materials had to come from, And one important though not publicisé
reason why this budget could not be made under IMF conditions was
the fact that the IMF was copposed to any kind of special assistance
from friendly countries gg}glose the budget gap because it said such
assistance is abnormal and not sustainable, In other words under the
IMF Jamaica was not allowed to accept special budget support help
from friendly countries, And without that help Jemaica would not
have been able to bring in the level of basiec food and other necessit-
ies now budgeted for. So, in electoral polit§cal terms the PNP
would have gone into this election with both its hends and feet tied
if it had stuck with the IMF. And on the domestic side the key issues
are unemployment, runaway prices and wage restraints. Freeing up the
workers and their unions, creating some highly visible jobs, and
bringing prices under a measure of control not poséible with the IMF
are again electoral political imperatives for ehy party making a
budget when elections are just around the corner., The;e are the
key elements of what is essentially a short-term election year budget.
How the Opposition counters it #% going to be importsnt as a pointer
of what it would do if it were to win the coming elections, The
tearing to shreds part should be relatively easy. fHow it is done,
what, if anything, is approved of,
what is denounced and condemned/should provide us with clues of K&W

what policies the
Opposition would persue. The catch here is that as for ghe governmer

PR 'SV oh
side, so for the Opposition sides the’key concern is the coming electi
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litical 'Dirty Tricks®
’ S

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcast on Friday
May 16, 1980, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The Secretary of the PNP held an urgent press
conference very late last night to tell the nation that he had
received information of a coffin pgcked with guns coming from Miami
to Jamaica and addressed to him., He had aléeded the Commissioner of
Police and he wanted the nation to know that he had nothing to do
with this coffin-load of guns, But just assume for a moment that
Dr, Duncen did not hold that press conference last night because he
hed not got any information about any alleged coffin-load of guns;
and assume further that a few days hence, or a few weeks hence, a
coffin loaded with guns were to arrive in Jamédica and were to be
addressed to the PNP secretary. Just imagine the sight. Customs
receives the documents elearly identifying the coffin as consigned
to a particular person. And whatever the documents say about the
contents of the coffin, they open it for examination, And lo and
behold, the guns are revealed. And, you know something, I do not
politician of any party
think that anykagy/to whom such a deadly cergo is conaigned, whther
it be a set-up or not, is going to be able to explain that one away
after the fact., Such a politician, whatever latéf facts or later
court proceedings might bring out,}w?gltggpggdbadgy damaged by the
sganixx revelation, especially if it/oarefully manipulated in the
media, that he would mxxkex have to leave politicis, in all likelihood

dragging his party down to defeat with him, The only way for any
politically
politician not to be/buried in that coffin loaded with guns would be

if he were able to find out and expose the Plan end the shipment
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of the coffin of guns, Now, if that coffin loadedwith guns does
arrive the man can say: 'l warned you about it; they were trying
to frame mé'. But the very facts that we are into this kind of
thing, that we are so deep into what became publicly known as
political 'dirty tricks' during the time of the U.S. Watergate
scandal, is £ the gravest and greatest challenge to our democracy.
For it raises all sorts of questions about just how free our elections
will really be, even if we set the most perfect system in place,
Mr. Richard Nixon, you may remember, condoned and encouraged the
use of political 'dirty tricks' to get his enem##s and protect his
friends, During those Watergate hearings of the early 1970s the
world watched and listened in shock and horror as the details came
out of how political opponents were framed, how false evidence was
deliberately and dishonestly
manufactured, how people's reputations were/demaged all in persuit
of political victory. And when such methods ere brought into play,
when an opponent is framed so that people think he has committed
crimes which he has not, are those people in fect being asked to
make free and honest choices or are they being manipulated? There
are many ways of subverting the democratic process, And the employ-
ment of dirty tricks; of lying, of framing and setting up opponents,
of rearranging the composition of constituencies iy fire and the
gun, of the manipulation of scarcity and scarce benefits, these are
mul ti-party
all dirty tricks which are as subversive of the/democratic process
as are the efforts to forcefully overthrow duly elected governments
military
by way of the/coup. 50 if we are serious about our commitment
to multi-party parliamentary democracy which is based on the freely

expressed will of the Jemaican people then all of us, and all our

politiciens of every party, will turn out faces away from the use of

political terrorisy and politicel dirty tricks as campaign strategies,
Goodnight



The Democratic Dilemma:
Are Ideas Subversive?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broasdcast on Wednesday
May 14, 1980, 6,10p.m

Good evening: At his recent press conferenee the Leader of the
Opposition was reported to have raised the very interesting point
that Marxism or communism was, by its very nature, subversive of
the Jamaican Constitution, The argument, as I understood it, was
that the Jamaiean Constitution provides for the office of Leader of
Constitutional
the Opposition, which implies the/mimax recognition of the two party
system whereas Communism, wherewer it has prevailed, has established
a one-party state. I think this is a matter which could be very
community participatory
usefully discussed in some wider public/forumsand which would be
very helpful as both political ams education and education on the
Jamaican Constitution, I think, for instance, that it is important
for us to note carefully that nowhere in the Jamaican Constitution
is any mention made of any political party. When members are elected
to Parliament, they are elected as individuals, not as candidates
of particular parties, When the Prime Minister is appointed it is
of Repres.ntatives
as//the Member of the House/"best able to command the confidence of
a majority of the Members of that House"., When the Leader of the
Cpposition is appointed it is as the member of the House of
Representatives "best able to command the support of a majority of
those members who do not support the fovernment, or, if there is no
such person, the member of that House who commands the support of

the largest single group of such members who are prepared to support

one leader"., So the Jamaican Constitution does not recognise

political parties. It recognises groups of elected individuals WHO
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separate themselves into a majority which forms the government and

a minority or minoritées which form the Cpposition. In order to

firnd any Constituticnal validity for the political parties we have

to look elsewhere than in the sections dealing with Parlisment., We
have, in faet, to look at the sections of the Constitution dealing
with the Fundamental Rights and Freedoms to which/izgrgamaioanﬁxnf
"whatever his race, place of origin, political opinions, colour,
creed or sex" is entitled. I t is under this section what we all

have the right to freedom of association and asmembly which of course
includes the forming of political perties, trade unions and other
organisations, And it is under section 24 that we find the provision
that "no law shall meke any provision which is discriminatory either
of itself or in its effect". And discriminatory @s then defined in
these words: " 'discriminatory' meams affording different treatment
to different persons attributable wholly or mainly to their respective
discriptions by race, place of origin, political opinions,.) colour
or creed.,.." And this brings us right back to the age-old dilemma
which all human societies have had to face throughout human history
whenever new forces have arisen to challenge old establishments,
Marxiggﬁﬁges pose a challenge to capitalism with its pluralistic
democracy. And where the pluralistic capitalist society is q&enuinely
open one the Marxists can use the freedoms enjoyed under that system
to propagate and promote their own views and thus challenge the system
itse¥P?. So what do you do when your own constitution itself allows
that kind of challenge? Do you mash up the Constituéion in an attqut

to stop others from mashing it up? Do you protect freedom by suppress-
ing x%% freedom? et T
This is the age-old dilemma. It is only superficially

related tc present-day witch hunts of either the extrewe left or

. = e pra— = - - o B. A - . - = gt | B e B - MERS



1980/81 Spending Estimstes:
The Political Context

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcest on Friday

May 9, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: A first look at the 1980/81 spending Estimates which

Finance Minister Hugh Small presented to parlisment yesterday brings

presence of the

out two revealing fects., First, that the/IMF is no longer the heavy
inhibiting

dark/shadow over the government's spending strategies; and second,

and flowing logicslly from the first, there is a re-ordering of

priorities back to the pre-~-IMF spending pattern. For instance,

that much quoted PNP document of March 8 prepered by its Economic

Affairs Commission shows that if we had still been under INMF

conditionality Cepital spending would have been some $60-million

less than the §629-plus-million tabled Dby lMr. Smell yesterday.

And the indications are that the job creating programmes such as

road maintenance and improvement would also not have received the

same amounts under the IMF as they are now going to get. In last

year's spending Estimates,under the INMF,rcad improvement works

received only #6-million: this year, without the IMF, the sum has

been increased to §l7-million., Last year, under the IMF; there

was no provision for special emp#?ment projects, This time there is

a provision for $2-million for speciel employment. So, in these two

areas alone, there will be a great deal of job creation which should

help to ease unemployment. And this return to the type of financial

planning which is designed to bring social and economic benefits to

the broadest cross-section of the community is suggested by meny of

the other figures in these spending Estimates, perticularly in
egriculture. DBut the big quesiion is of course how we are going
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to finance this §2,000-million Bpending Budget. Our biggest
problem here continues to be the bumimess of finding all the
foreign exehange we need and on this one we ere going to hasve to
wait the presentation of the levenue Estimates for an answer.
What is clear already is that the sky has not fallen in on us eas
a result of our breasking with the IMF, So although things are
difficult, it is not 8ll as gloomy as the propagaada makes out.
For instance, if you look back at the 1979-1980 Revenue Estimates
you will see that before any borrowing of eny kind the country had
total Recurrent and Capital Revenue of $1,048,962,000, In other
internally generated
words mmxximzexas the nation's/income from taxes, licences and the
like, was well over $1,000-million. So it is not as if we start with
nothing., What is importent is that is that the money we generate
locelly cannot pay for the things we need to buy from abroad., Only
U.S English
the/dollars and/pounds and Jepasnese Yen and German marks we earn or
borrow from abroad can pay for our imports, And that is at the
heart of our problem. 4And so the people who call for the building
of more factories to ease our unemployment must understand the
importence of the kind of factory which is built, If it is a factory
which earn more foreign exchange then it consumes then it is a double
blessing for Jemeica, If it consumes more foreign exchange than it
earns then the choices become hard and difficult, This will be so for
as long as we consume more foreign exchange than we earn. So the
earning, not the borrowing, of more foreign exchange is the really
critical factor for the long term future., Borrowing is a short-term
in the long run

necessity; the kind of investment which/takes out more foreign

exchange than it brought in is of short-term help but of long-term
grief « rhese are some of the key factors to bear in mind in the

making of this or any other budget. And as always a key question is
what interests is the budget designed to serve, Goodnight



The Politics of Food:
Shortages & Distribution

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
May 7, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Tood, the shortage of food, the distribution of food,
the price of food - are all becoming major political issues, Yester-
day the Committee of Women for Progress demonstrated outside the
Ministry of Finance demanding that the government not delay any
longer on their proposals to deal with the food problem. Radio has
been cerrying commercial spots from the private sector blaming

food problems on shortages due to unavailability of foreign exchange
to import food; and for this, they hold, the government,and not

the privete sector, is responsible, And now, also yesterday, four

of our five major trade unions have issued a statement criticising

the government for doing nothing about proposals for food distribution
which the trade unions made since as far back as 1977, and for now
setting up a committee to seek to implement some of these self-same
proposals but without any trade union representation on it. This
trade union protest{ seems to me perfectly reasonable in light of

the position adopted by the unions mm over the years on our food
problems. They have made strong and practical and detailed represent-
ation for increasing food »roduction, reducing prices and coping
with our food problems. S§ let us hope that the exlusion of the

trade uniong from that committee which was announced last Thursday
was an oversight which will now be corrected. One of our difficulties

is that food and the availability of food and the price and distribut-

ion of food has, like unemployment snd crime and violence end even

the ghmxek role of the church, become embroiled in partisan election-
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eering polities., The chorges that the food shorieges are manipulated
in order to embarrass the government are no less far-fetched than
are the stétements that it is all the government's fault. Meke

and it is
no misteke ebout it: the shortages are very real/because we do not
have all the foreign exchange to import all the focd we want to.
But make no mistake about it: these shortages are also being grossly
aggravated by manipulation. A range of foodstuffs which is not

available through regulai channels at regular prices can be got and

is being got through the flourishing black merket and higgler tamade,

And, aduit it or nct, the higglers are able to somehow get supplies
of scaﬁgg}itema brought in by the State Irading Corporation, Where
and how do they lay their hands on these? There is a revealing item
on the frontpage of today's Baily News on 'How higglers get scarce
food items', as well as an egually interesting article inside by the
group known a8 The Unmugzled Ox on food distribution, The fact is
that there is & very seriggg}distribution problem, end 1 do not think
it is one that is geing to go away in the foreseeablie future whether
there is a chenge of government or not., The whole world is entering
into & period of food eand other shortages: the age of adundance is
ending., And, like it or rot, where there are shortages controls and
some form of rationing must come about., One waytgg rationing is to
make it impossible for the pcor to afford to buy/food; ancther is to
control prices end share what is available as fairly &snd as justly
as possible. So until we get eround te producing the bulk of our own
food the shorteges will remain with us, How we manage the situation,
how much of the scerce food we can bring in, whole
/how we deal with prices and distribution, how wkm we feed the/nation,
not just special or privileged sections of it, +these will to a darge

extent determine both the outcome of the election 8nd the shape of
the future. Goodnight.
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2 Tito & Non-Alignment

S

NEWS COMMENTAR

For broadcast on NMonday

May 5, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Yugoslavia's President Tito was, until his death
yesterday, the last of the founding fathers of the Non-Aligned
Movement, that worldwide body of independent nations who are
determined not to be dominated or manipulated by either of the
two super powers or by any power grouping such a&s NATO in the
West and the Warsaw Pact in the East, Tito also happened to be
the only European among the founding fathers of the Non-Aligned
Movement: all the others were non-Turopean, There was Nehru of
India; Nasser of Egypt and Nkrumah of Ghana: an Indian, an Arab,
an African., Tito aiso happened to have been the only Communist
among that group. India‘'s Nehmm was a socialist with?very deep
personal and intezlectual commitmentd to social justice and individual
liberty and anti-colonislism., Nasserwas g another socialist and

a very religious muslim, and tha founder of that brand of Arabd
socialism which seeks to create a synthesis between Islam and
socialism, Nkrumah, the passionate Pan-African, was yet another
gocialist who was a pioneer of the continenqwide African freedom
struggle in the years immediately after the second world war, But
the socialism of the three non-communist founding fathers in some.
ways differed almost as much from each other as they did from Tito's
communism. So from its very inception the Non-Aligned Movement was
as poly-centred anﬁ?multi-faceted as the men who founded it., And

the founding of the movement came out of the simple and basic need

of these leaders to each steer an independent course for his country
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free from déomination, manipulation or interference by the great
powers, Tito did not stop being a communist; he did not dismantle
the communist system he had crested in his country or behave any
differently from communist rulers elsehwere, He still suppressed
dissent and jailed those whq/gigziggnﬁ the party, He resisted Soviet
pressure under Stalin but?:ever beceme enti-Soviet, It was not a
requirement of the Non-Aligned NMovement that he, or sny other member,
be either anti-Soviet or pro-Soviet, be either anti-American or
pro-American, It was, and it remains the right of each member of the
Non-Aligned Movement to choose, freely, the path they wish to persue.
Being communist or capitalist or in-between neither gualifies nor
disqualifies, S0, as was shown agein in Hevana recently, the Non-
Aligned Movement accommodated both those who leaned to the West -
as some Africen and Southeast Asian countries did - as well as those
who leaned to the Eest, But of course, since its very inception,

ald et #5, West i Tecomlt Temas
the great powerstnd their orgens of opinion and of manipulation
have tried to turn the Non-Aligned Movement into yet another arena
for their own power conflicts, with the non-aligned countries being
the pawns., They tried to use Tito in this way in Havana, They failed,
And of course they will continue to try to manipulate the Movement
until the Movement itself helps to bring ebout a world situation in
which thexte is an end to the politics of spheres of influence and
the politics of global confrontation is replaced by the polities
of global co-operation. At present this looks like a most unlikely
vision, a kind of unatainable dream. But remember, before Tito defied
Stalin %%iieemed impossible because it had never been done. And before

they fognd’)tha Non-Aligned Movement that, too, seemed an impossible
thing.( ehbu, who died in 1964, Kasser $n 1970, Nkrumah in 1972 end

Tito who died yesterday were the kind of giants in the hummn struggle
who made what seemed impossible come to pass, Goodnight



Political Violence & the
Psychology of Terror

NEWS COMMENTARY V4
For broadcest on Fri
May 2, 1980, 6.10p.m 7‘
Good evening: There was a funeral procession yesterday. And
because it passed off without incident the entire Jamaican nation
breathed a sigh of relief. And today there is a mood of startled
wonder that the expected violernce did not break out. VWe, all or
most of us, haa expected that funerai procession {c result in the
outbreak of violence at some peint or the other., Political violence
and the expectation of political violence had become the norm for
such occasions, We had become conditioned to it, The warnings end
/E?gtal and threatening language which all but invited violennt
confrontation, and all the vioience and}izllings which have taken
place since the events of April 20 at Gold 8treet, had all prepared
and conditioned us to expeet violence yesterday. And wigen the
expected violence did not come and things passed off quietly there
was a kind of after—-shock of relieved bewilderment. We had braced
what had become
ourselves for/whatxkadxkwmzsxe a normal and to be expected eruption
of political violerice, And the fact that it did not come was abnormal
In other words, we have largely been conditioned to accept politically
motivated violence as the norm in certain circumstances, And so when
the violence does not erupt it is abnormal. Political violemce is
the norm; its absence is abnormal. What are we coming to when we, as
a society, quietly accept this deliberate upénding of our values?
Consided all the places whaich stopped doing business yesterday after-

noon; consider all the people who stayed away from work, What are we

really doing but allowing ourselves to be Psychologically terrorised
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by the threat of peolitical violence? And when people and socieifies
allow themselves to be *xixmm psychologicelly terrorised into
automatic penic reactions it is easy to uéend values and};ake such
pecple end such societies accept political violence as the expected
the of political violence
norm, and/xxm absence/as abnormal. The Nazis under Hitler reduced
the use of politicasl violence and the psychology of terror to such
a fine art thet a whole nation lost ite sense of values and it needed
a world war to put an end %o the Nazl terror. MNauy others hawe tried
to follow the FHitler exsmple since, notably the Seuth African racists
and the Latin American dictators, And always, it begins with the
psychology of terror which makes people shut down and close down and
give up and run away and keep quiet about what they know, I think
we all need to think very seriously about these things if we are not
%0 become passive acccmplices 1o the destruction of multi-party
parliementery democracy in Jamaica, We heve already greavely compromise
the principle of the rule of law by the straight partisan natmee of
our protests.when the lew is violaked. When ghetto youth with no known
political affiliation are gunned down the parties and their spokesmen
ere usually silent. They speak up only for those of their side and whe:
they een turn it into & political 'event'. For instangiyzge Gold Streel
affaeir there have been nine other killings in that same constituency.
Thtgﬁgiit to heve been almost evenly divided belween supporters of
the two perties. Are those snuffed out lives, are &ll the others who
have been killed since, of any less value than those singled out
for heroic treatment. These are all Jemaice lives which have been

snuffed out, of equal value in the sight of God. ILet us not allow

political viclence and the political use of the psychology of terror
to psnic us into not seeing this reality. Goodnight;
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1) Politicel Violence Continues
)//;/“ 2) Edmund Muskie Replaces Vance
/}779, 3) Yankelovifch on Opinion Polls
2
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
April 30, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: National Security Minister Dudley Thompson's statement
to parlisment yesterday that the security forces had informed him
about a planned cempaign off terror to coincide with tomorrow's
funeral procession for the four people killed at Gold Street on
Sunday the 20th, is cause for grave concern, When this kind of
information comes from our security forces it cannot be dismissed
as party political propaganda or pertisan efforts at setting a
politicel hand for this or that side., It is one thing when politiciag
or political partisans/ﬁi;i this kind of warning: it is quite another
thing when our security people do so. So please take it very seriously
and be on the alert snd on guard tomorrow. And please think seriously
about the almost daily political violence to which this nation is
re-appearing so strongly at this time?

now being subjected, Why is it/mxmpiimgxmemw® What is behindit?

The ore thing, I think,
Who is behind it?/ ¥emxwaxiixkaxzxtkamght on which we are all agreed
ar is that the violence is politically motivated. There may be a few
criminal opportunists on the fringes who exploit the situation to
their own criminal advantage, but the current violence remains
basically a political rather than a straightforward criminal problem.
And if you have this kind of political violence, and we do havef it,
then there is no way that it can be independent of some sort f#f
political direction., If those -volved are political mercenaries

6L dvenal Somaohks
then there must be someoneLwho pay# them: you cannot have mercenaries

without paymasters, So who are the paymesters from whom thesé
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mercenaries, if they are mercenaries and not fanatic paf}yloyalists,
take their orders? That is one key question that only our =mecurity
forces can grapple with: no number of meetings and discussions between
parties and churches and special interest group will help in this.
And who supplied them with their sophistidcated arms? This, too, would
arms supply
require good and very sophisticated/organisation such as gabja-for-
high-galibre~automatic-guns, for instance, And the timing of this
latest resurgence of political violence is obviously to shake-up and
unsettle the mood of the society as elections draw near, And here
let me say I think myself that the governmﬁ:%/gzzz a major tactical
mistake as far as security is concerned when it allowed itself to be
manoeuvred into flatly declaring it would not call another state of
possible
emergency., The fear of the/calling of a state of emergency could
have acted as some sort of deterrent to the political gunmen and
arsonists, it could have inhibited the extremes to which they might
have been prepared to go. Now, they may see this declaration as a
green light to go ahead. So while it might have been a good move
politically, it was bad from a security point of view, But in a con-
text where everything, including national security, is used as a pawn
in the power game this is not surprising. And finally and briefly,
there is much relief among America's allies that Senator Edmund Muskie
and not Mr. Brzezinski has succeeded Mr. Cyrus Vance., Mr., Muskie is

a political moderate but we are still to see if he can contain Mr

Brzezinski, And for those interested in opinion polls and how to Jjudge
our current local storm of the polls the latest issue of Time Magazine

that of April 28th, has a very interesting essay headed: How Not to
Read the Polls, It is written by Deniel Yankelovich, & long-time and
highly respected expert on opinion polls, Please readit. I think you

i1 Pimd 1+ a helnful reference frame in assessing our own [polls,



1) Cyrus Vsnce Resigns - some implicetions
2; Japanese PM on Stete of U.S.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
April 28, .980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: It was a weekend of politics as usual here at home.
political
We had/gun violence and arson, as usual; political shouting and
screaming end cursing, as usual; political sneering and jeering
and attempts at character assassination, as usual., In short, as
usual, many among us did their damnedest to make our bad situation
worse by accentuating the negative and down-playing or completely
ignoring the positive. It is as though some among us want Jamaica
to fail in whatever she is trying to do. And so, a&s usual, we are
& house divided against itself., And this is not what party politics
in 2 perliesmentary democracy is supposed to be. Indeed, this kind of
political civil war is & deadly threat to parliamentary democracy,
which party
no matter/mks wins, We either put a stop to this political ecivil
war or it will put a stop to parliamentery democracy in Jemaica.
Add the churches, or rather, the leaders of the Jamaica Council of
Churches, seem to have been made targets in our bitter political
warfare., But this should come as no surprise to anybody with 2 working
knowledge of the history of the Christian church. Almost from its
very birth there have been special interests and special groups who
have tried to use the church and its influence. And where these
interests have succeeded in using the church, they have approved of

the church. But wherever the church has resisted being used the

would-be users have turned on the church and denounced it, and abused

it, end, at times, persecuted it and its leaders. So the current
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attacks on the Jamaica Council of Churches and its leaders/xm neither
It happened and continues to happen

new nor unique to Jamaica./fhEyxgkidxitxsmixmexisingxkt all over the
world in places where people want to use and manipulate the church
political end
in pePfsuit of/power or some ideological/pmmimxe or in the service of
some special interest group. On the international scene the most
worrying development following last Friday's disastrous American
rescue attempt in Iran was this morning's revelation of the fact that
Mr. Cyrus Vance had resigned from the post of U.S. Secretaryof State.
Mr. Vance, it turns out, was totally opposed to the rescue attempt:
he was convinced it would not succeed and wouid create greater problem
for U.S. foreign policy, 2nd so he quit when the Administration decide
to make the attempt against his advice. MNMr. Vence was right; the
'‘hawks' led by Mr. Brzezinski were wrong. And one of the things
worrying Americans allies is the fact that the man who was right is
out and those who were wrong remain in office where they can make
more ‘'hawkish' mistakes., Specifically, they are worried about the
hardline anti-Soviet posture of lMr. Brzezinski and where it might
lead in the absence of a Cyrus Vance to exercise some moderating
influence on U,S. policy. The Furopeans know that they wouldke the
frontline, and certainly the battlefield, of any violent conflict
between the Soviet Union and the United States: and they do not want
to be that battlefield for the third time in this one century. So
where do they go from here? Much will depend on what Mr. Carter says
and does over the next few days and on who he chooses to replace Mr.
Vence. That reported statement by Jepan's Prime Minister that the
United States is no longer a superpower and should thereforebe helped

to persue the right policies will not go down well with Americsans,

But the alternative to accepting such help in the making of U.S.

foreign policy may well be a weakening and &mn tanf 8; the
western alliance, the thing Cyrus Vance f&r¥° 3V° 3 86c g



Abor tave U.3. Hostlage Kescue Attempt

NEWS COMMENTARY
Fer broadcast in Fridsy
April 25, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: the news of the unsuccessful American attempt to
rescue the hostages held in Irsn sent shockwaves reverbverating
through the world's power centres in the early hours of this morning.
And one smell measure of tane international consternation and concern
caused by this abortive attempt was the speed with which Britain,
America's staunchest Duropean ally, declared publicly that she had
absolutely no advance knowliedge that such an attempt was going to
be made., Isrsel and Pekxistan were equaily quick to declsre that
their territories had not been used as the launching point. Indeed
lsrael pointed to Lgypt es the place from which the American plenes
The Egyptians scoffed dilpometically.
mede the illpfated trip./ I think it is reasonable to question whether
everybody concerned wouid heve been as anxious to dissociate them-
selives from this avttempt if 1t had been successful. There is a saying
about success having many perents and failure onliy one. And President
Jimmy Csarter seems cast as thne only parent of this one. What are the
wider implications of this event? And what really happened? What
caused the failure? Clearly, the Carter Administration felt that it
hazd %0 do something., It had tried negotiation; it had gone to the
United li=tions; it had gone to the International Court of Justice;
it had agreed to the setting up of a Commission to investigate the
crimes cf the former Sheh; and all these efforts had not brought the

release of the hosteges any neerer., It hed resorted to economie,

dilpomatic and politieal pressure; it had prevailed on its major allie§

to support these pressures, and just this week the Common Narket



countries as well as Japan had announced that they would adopt
limited economic and diplomatic senctions by the 17th of next month
unless there was progress to freeing the American hosteges, I told
you on Wednesday of Iran's uncompromising reaction to this West
Europesn end Jepanese threatv. If you add to all this the fact that
within the United States itself & mood of frustrated impatience has
steaedily built up &8 weeks and months pessed with nothing happening
about the hostages you will understand the enormous pressure on the
President to do something. His epparent inability to/iiiﬁ&ii free the
had begun
hostages or ‘punish' Iran/wexmxztaxting to seriously hurt his chances
of being re-elected. DUNr. Ronald Reegan had caught up with him in <he
opinion polls &nd looked like passing nim. and within the Administrat-
ion itself there were those, the so-called'Hawxs',led by Mr Breezinski
who wanted Americe vo 'act tough' and show Iran and the world just
what American power and might could do. This, I think, was the mix
of motives which led to yesterday's ill-fated rescue atitempt. And
today must e a very low, if not the lowest point of the Certer
Predidency. There are alreasdy several versions of what actuelliy happen
ed that led to the eolliding of the two American planes and the death
of 8 American servicemen. Were the U,S5. plenes scrambling to get away
from Iranian air attack when they coliided? That is the Iranian
version. But more important what now? Will the Iraniasns who have
warned that they would kill the hostages in the event of any Americen
attack or rescue attempt, carry out their threat? If they do the
United States would be forced to retaliate. And if the United Siates

were to relaliate the Middle Esst will go up in flames; and with one

superpower invoived it wouid be almost impossible to keep the otper

out. These are the seeds of a wider conflict. S0 let us hope the

Iranians will not reteliate by killing or harming the hostages for
that is the road to war. Goodnight
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NEWS CCMMENTARY
For broedcast on Wednesday
April 23, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: If condemnation and denunciation of politicel violence
could, by itself,stop the violence then Jameica and Jameicens would
soon be freed of thés dangerous end ugly horror. The Prire Minister,
our church leaders and, yesterday, members from both sides of the
Jemaican FPerliament, have roundly denounced politicel violeilce,

But, of course, while worads can frigger a geuneral mood for violence,
once the violence has erupted, words alone camnnot bring it toc an end.
And this is why the languege we use in our politicel debate is so very
imporvant, Where the language is aggressive and abusive &nd vioclent,
it makes physical violence that much easier, The seeds of violence
are firsv plented in the minds of people by the violence of the

peliticians and sowme others

language with which/wg conduct our nationsl debates. Think it out for
ebusive and often |
yourself: think of the hard/fhreatening language which/flows from all

sorts of platforms almost deily. IEven that debate in perlisment
denouncing violence gesterday had an unaercurrent of the language of
vidlence about it. And to create a climate for peace we need the
language of peace., So if we are serious about wanting to end the acts
of the
/violence then one of the things we can all do is tc put a rein on/mux
violence of our
/ xxmXmmx utterances, It will not, by itself, stop the current violence.
That is a job for the security forces., What ending the language of
violence can and will do is to create a mental climate within the
a spirit of
society which is conduciwwe tc dealing with our problems in/pesce,

Dut while we have been understandably preoccupied with our own very

serious problems, there have been serious new developments in the
wider world which could have a profound bearing on how we manage with
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our own problems, And the single most important of these developments
is what is emerging as a new power alignment in the Middle East,
Yesterday the Zuropean Common Msrket countries decided to set May 17tk
os the deadline for introducing limited sanctions against Iran unless
there was progress to freeing the American hostages. They alsc decided
to reduce their diplometic represantation and limit the sizeof Iranian
reprecsentation in their countries. This was their response to the
American insistence thej they support U,3. sanctions agains&lran. The
Zurcpeans did not in fact go 2s far as the Americans but thej hoped
that tohls limited pressure would achieve two thinga: first, persuade
Iran to move toward releasing the hostages; and second, persuade the
fmericans to hold off on such military setion a2s blockeding Iren by
mining the Persian Gulf, But they did end seid nothing about the
roughly one million barrels ¢f o0il 2 day which Iren sells tc the West,
Iran's reaction was swifi and sharp. Eerlier she hed announced & cut-
off of oil to Jepan., Now, hard on the Eurcpean decision, Iren
announced that she was opening trade negotiations with the Scviet
Union. Whatever the West withelid from herdhe would get from the Soviet
Union: and there was the implied threat that she woculd cut off ell
0il supplies to the West. 3o in cone fell swocp Iran wculé give the
and her allies
Soviet Union/access to the Persisn Gulf and its oil riches, and cut
off critical supplies to the West, And then, to cap this s=hocker,
Saudi Arsebis yesterday announced that they sew nc need for the presegc
of the EBritish Ambessador in their country. The ostensible reesson was
of a film
tecause of the showing/on British IV of the public emecution of &

married young Saudl princess and her commoner lover for adultry. The

:ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ&%?s actually toock place three yeers =go. And the British Forei%
/'hpg %Z?t week apologised for any offence ceaused. So the question is:

&
ﬂhiﬁthe conservative Saudis warni ; i
t rning the West §¢ what will happen if
/ do bresk with Iren? A new twist to a simmering old erisis, Gggdniéht



Political Violence, Economie Sabotage:
Iwin Threats to Democracy

REWS COMIAENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
April 21, 1960, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The killing of five people in the esrly hours of
yesterday morning st a Central Kingston dance, which was reportedly
a perty political fund-raising affeir, is the latest round in the
ugly and dangerous and apparently escalating political violence which
some seem determined to visit on poor Jamasicans as part of the electio
campaign. And as is becoming routine with this sort of violence the
reports of whet took place are so conflicting, 2nd so manipulated to
serve this or that side#s ends that it is difficult to know what is
true and what is felse. For instence, wes the atteck carried out
by 2bout 100 or about 25 men dressed in militery-type bliack uniforms?
We are given both figures from the same source. %hich is true? /nd
was the Gold Street Police Stetion shot up, &8 reported? The police
themselves &are reported as saying the station was not shot up. So
why this attempt to add further horror to something that is already
gruesome enough? 1t seems to me that we are ell of us going to heve
over the next few months
our work cut out for us/just to keep cool and celm and on top of
what is really heppening. Doctoring what really happens, over-stating
it or trying to suppress it can only make matters worse snd contribute
to further disturbing of the peace. The people of Jemaica have a
right to know the facts, undoctored and unvarnished. But, unfortunatel;
violence an importent
/ end the menipulation of the use of violence is now/part of the party

political process, And that is one of the grsvest dengers our

demcracy faces in today's Jamaica. Party politicel violence and a



nulti-party parliamentary democracy cannot exist side by side
indefinit@yy. Sooner cr later one must destroy the other: sooner or
ieter parliiauentery democracy will put down politicel violence or
poiitical violence will destrggﬁgemﬁcraey. And what mekes parliamentag
democracy such a difficult system 3o operate is the fpet that unless
the system
the two major perties agree to contein the violence and make/x% work,
it will not work. No one party alone can make the system work: the
PNP cannot make it work alone; the JLP cannot meke it work alone.
They either co-operate to make the ayeﬁﬁ work or the one eliminates
the other and we go into a completely new situation. And when an
election campaign begins to look like a eivil war then we are indeed
on the dangerous path to this new situation, There are many ways of
subverting
/emiixg democracy: political violence is one of those ways. Economic
sabotage, the use of the economy 23 & tool of political activity is
another, though very much more complex and subtle form in which
democracy can be subverted, The siphoning awey of foreign exchange
cut of the country is one of the more obvious ways in which any party
/;2vernment can be hurt politically, and Jemesica hes suffered some
massive foreign exchange leakages, If the use of the economy as a
politicel tool is cerried to the point of trying tc bring down an
elected government the danger is that if that government survives
such attempts it mey turn against those who made the attempt snd make
it impossible for them to continue, And wherever this kind of
punitive action hes been tesken against mfXkmxti¥® a private sector
which was actively politicelly hostile to en elected government,
it hes usually resulted in far-reaching changes in the political sygﬁy

itself, There has either been a violent swing to the extreme left

or the extreme right, with democracy the loser in either case. Goodniy

Sotoliel, & Mo mant, @3aa et Tl denteonl Jelemseracy & pOLEs oty puce ?



lg Countdown to General Elections
Political Violence: A Special Tesk Force

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcast on Fridey
April 18, 1680, 6,10p.m

fode’ |

Gocd evening: If tz® reports of & statementi hg the Iirector of
glections that the new voters list will be reazdy by August are
correct then we are not likely te have genepael elections before
Indpendence Day 1980. ind that meens 2 countdown pericd of at least
four months to new elections, With campesigning hotting ui and seeming
to get wore violent each day, what csn we do to keep the country on
a relatively even and peaceful keel over the next four months?
Reports are thet five people were killed in incidents of political
violence between Wednesday and yesterday morning. If this were to
continue and .

/tecome the norm between now and election day - if we gre to have

every week

five political killings/between now and election day -~ then somewhere
ip the region of at least one hundred Jamaicans could di:{:; the
gun or knife wielded by political henchmen. And in the mein those
who will die will be ordinary poor working-class people like that
young truek driver from Clarendon, and the peanut vendor and his
girl-friend from the McGregor Gully aresz, and the two men who were
stabbed to death outside Christ Church in Vin?srd Town, It is nearly
always the poor and the ghetto folk whe are hurt snd mesimed and
killed: and if this bloodletting continues until election time, the
poor will inevitably be tne greatest sufferers. So what are we to
do? The churches are, I think, decing their bvest to bring the perty

political leaders together to try and work out an understending and

cell on their followers not to resort to violence. But one gets the
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impression that the political leaders either cannot or will not
impose effective restraeints on their more vielent supporters. And

, that
taere is, too, the sad faet/vialence is seen by some political activgg

/
as a very useful tool in the sitruggle Tor political powver: dinere are
great political dividends if one side can, honestly or dishonestly,
pin the charge of using violence agégﬁat the other, I think myself
that we can look to the trade union movement for nelp with much greate
nope of positive action against violence, The Unions nave in recent
years acaieved a unity and understanding which cuté across partisan
lings, and if they were, collectively and as individual unions, to
bring tneir considerable influence to bear in/z;x campaign against
Ppglitical violence I aw sure the countrr would benefit, I know the

leaders of

/ big five trade unions meet regularly among themselves. I hope that
at thelr next meeting they will ad%ess themselves to this problem of
political violence and tc what aciion they can take to help try to

the welfare enc interests of

stop it., After all,/all the working people of Jamaica, unionised or
not, snould be the concern of & truly enlightened tradc¢ union movemen t.

trade union .
S0 let the/xakumx movement help us deal with poiitical violence before
it mashes up our democracy. The short-term important thing is, of
course, containing action by the security forces such as was outlined
by Commissioner Bill Bowes, What I hope they will also do is set up
& special and highly mobile poliitical task force whose main job
would be to anticipate and prevent politicel violence, Let us not
fool ourselves, Most poliitical violence is pianned, hoadblocks don't
happen accidentally: groups of armed gunmen being at certainplaces

at certain times don't [ust nsppen saccidentally. These things are

planned., And plenners anc taeir plans can be detected and@ stopped
if skilled =nd experienced people ars looking out fcr them, But

for this the force would need the support of all of us and perhaps
the help of the unions to resist all political pressure while they go
after the violent ones and their sponsors. Goodnight,



l) The Alpart Expansion
2) Unemploygent, Shortages, COL

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
April 16, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The news out of that Jamaica House press conference
yesterday that Alumina Partners of Jamaica, Alpart, is to invest
some $100-million in an empansion and improvement programme which
will result in alumina production going up by 18% this yearg, and
bauxite production going up by 5% over last year's level, is just
about the best and most encouraging economic news we have had so far
this year., This is hard good news about improving production and
increasing foreign exchange earnings, 1t is the sort of news that
is good for Jamaica and therefore for all Jemaicans., So let us all
note it for the good and welcome neww it is for ell Jamaica. And
let us note it has nothing to do with loans or hand-outs or crawling
under anybody's armpit, or seeking enybody's approval for the posture
in which we stand. This is haﬁgﬁgusiness. We heve the bauxite Afart
wants; Apart has the capital and the know-how to exploit it at the
best possible return for theﬁﬂgﬁk the best possible return for us.
And this, coming hard on the news that the winter tourist season
which ended officially yesterday, was a gocod one, should dispel
the notion which is so carefully cultivated in some quarters that
everything is going wrong and that nothing is going right., Mining
foreign exchange
and tourism are two of our key/mxpaxXxxmsx earners; and on this
week's evidence they are not doing so badly, you know. The challenge

now is to work to turn around agriculture, especially export agricult-

ure, so that it will play its full part in earning enough foreign
exchange to pay for the things we need to import. Remember, mining,
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tourism and export agriculture are our three main traditiod&%ources
of foreign exchange esrnings., Mining and tourism are now looking
good. If we can get export agriculture to perform as well we would

further rather than borrowing
be even/maxzxfixmxy on the way to eerning/the bulk of the foreign
exchange we need to pay for the bamic items we need to import.
Mining and tourism are showing us that it can be done, all the gloom
end doom notwithstanding. So let us haeve an end to the wishful
prophecies of total collepse. It need not come to that unless we
ourselves work to bring it about. And it will suit nobody, neither
JLP nor PNP, to tesr down the house in order to inherit the ruins,
If the house is allowed to be destroyed the hard burden of rebuilding
will fall on the backs of tggjﬁamaican people who cannot gm migrate.
So let us build on what is good so that the politicel contenders will
have something worth inheriting. #nd talkihg ebout the poor, the
thing I find most interesting about the latest set of opinion polls
is what they tell us about issues which transcend partisen pclitics.
Today's poll on the economy, for instance, tells us that most people
see unemployment as our most serious problem, with shortages of basiec
commodities as the second most serious, But the thing which has
apparently upset pecple most has been the soaring cost ¢f living.
If the government were to take these findings as any sort of guide
it would immedistely do something about prices and shorteges., Indeed,
the re-imposition of price controls on a wide renge of basic items
seems to emerge ae'perbaps the single most important short-term
positive action to take, And it is interesting to recall that for
a long time, under both JLP and PNP regimes and before the coming of

IMF conditionality, price controls on basic items was an sccepted

Jemaicean norm. A minor but interesting and revealing point was the
comparatively small percentage, 5%, oI people who wére upset by the
so-called 'left policies' of the government, It would seem that for
the prd@énda, ideology is not much of an issue for most people. Goodniy



,//W 1) Price Increases, Violence, Divisions
/ 2) Confused Signals fro President Certer
o 3) The Liberien Coup: A Beckground

NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broadcast on Monday

April 14, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: It was a weekend of price increases, shortages,

political viogénce and the type of negative and destructive divisivené;

which is depressingg tc observe. And it is cold comfort to know that

things are no better elsewhere in the world. And that war of the

opinion polls which I mentioned $o0 you on Easter Monday appears to

be with us already, rather more quickly then I expected, and carrying

some of the seme undertenes of nastiness to which peclitical debate

in this country has sunk ## It must surely be possible for people

to disagree or interpret things differently or present figures in a
different format withcut necessarily indulging in 'trickery'., Or

are we already into that sad position of total intolerance where any-

body whose views we do not like or disagree with is automatically a

liar end a rogue and partisan and dishonest and hypocritical? Opinion

polls are just that, samplings of opinion, For anybody to try to

turn them into some sort of oracular or prophetic pronouncements x=x

which are as exact as say a mathematical equation, is misleading.Good

Opinion polls usually are pretty accurate guides as to what people

are thinking at?jﬁiv%gme gnd in/gixegircumstances. Change the time

and change the circumstances and the result of a particular poll may

itself be changed. Indeed, I suspect we are going to see this very

point proven as the war of the polls hots up over the next ?3a£;:ﬂ°f

months, But do they really have to become part of the gene;;lk;éstin’

ness? I think not; and I hope they will not. So, let there be a

multiplicity and a diversity of polls. The more the meerier
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But what are we really coming to when any Mz elected Hember of
Parliament, let alone the Prime Minister of the country, cannot
move about his or her constituency without encountering road blocks
and gunshots? Whatever else it is, this is not the democraiic way
of conducting our politiecs; and it is a very bad foretaste of the
months ahead to election time. It is up to the people of Jamaica,
of all parties and persuasions, to insist that they do not want this
violence and that they faxmax want/ggierest parties; political or
otherwise, tc stop attempting to manipulate +the reports of violence
to serve amy sectional interests, At the moment the churches are the
only force setting the kind of example Jamaica needs on this matter.
On the international scene two developments are worthy of special
note., First indications are that America's West European allies are
as a group
not/going to follow the U.S. eall to break relations with (ran and
impose‘economic sanctions. On the other hand the American decision to
boycott the Moscow Olympics may now get the support of key WEst
European countries., And if West Germany and Britain were to pull out
others may follow and much of the value may go from the games. And
in/gigtAfrica the coup which overthrew xhm President Tolbert ended
133 years of rule by what are known as the Americo-Liberians and
descendants of pepatriated former slaves,
their True Whig Party. The Americo-Liberians/make up roughly 50,000
and they ruled and controlled and dominated +the l.5-million so-called
'primitive native tribesmen' quite as firmly as any colonial occupying
power., Until quite recently the 'natives' were kept almost as flrmly
the 'natives'
"in their place' as xkmy were/in Rhodesia. And it was, ironically,
when this rigid system was beginning to be eased that the unresy

and anger of the *natives' began to show. There were bloody riots last

year which were brutally put down. So the coup 2nd the change it her
ceme as no real suprise to those who watch these things. Coodnight.



( /}//’ The Politics of Viodkeyt Crime

NEWS CCMMENTARY
For broadcest on Monday
fgpil 12, 1¢80, €.10p.m

o)

Good evening: DBecause violent crime, usuelly politically associated
violent crime, has become 'hot news' here in Jamaica, especially
since the break with the IMF; and since it has tecome a partisan
politiecal matter, the tendency to distorted, exaggerated, overblown,
slanted reporting of it hes been given free rein in some quarters,
The way it comes out at times you would believe that all of Jamaica
hes been taken over by sinister types toting the most sophisticated
sub-machine guns and holding up the entire country. And somehow you
would get the impression that this is especially terrible because in
an otherwise ‘

A peaceful and orderly world, it is only in Jemaica that you find
these Xkimgs dreadful things. To be sure, these are dreadful things,
Violent crime, politically motivated or otherwise, is dreadful under
any circumstance, The only thing that is possibly worse, or, at
least, that adds an extra dimension of ugliness to violent crime is
the deliberate and cdalculated use and manipulation of it to frighten
and intimidate and terrorise people into panic political responses.
And this, I suggest, is what is happening in Jamaica. And in order
for this attempt at forcing a panic political response'to succeed
the whole thing has to be whipped up to fever pitch. And so it is
mede to seem that mobs and mob violence and defiance of the police
heppen only in Jamaica., If you follow what ébes on the resﬁ#f the
world you will know differently. There are mobs out there too, and
they too break up things and attack the police a2nd shoot up police

vehicles, For only one instance, in Southern California on Saturday
five benk robbers heavily armed with %bhisticated automatic weapons
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shot down & police helicopter and killed at least one policeman,
and hundreds of police had to hunt them in mountain terrain somewhat
like our own Wareika Hills, And also on Ssturday, in Scotland in
the British Isles, a soccer match ended in a riot which saw over a
hundred people hurt and 160 arrested. Just imagine the kind of
headlines we would have had if one of our helicopters were brought
down by gunmen, or}£e had a riot of that scalie in which many police
were glso injured. And what if soldiers were to seize one of our
Ministers of Government or a prominent member of the Opposition
Shadow Cabinet and kill a young woman pleading for him not to be
taken away? This heppened in Ugenda on Seturday. And then there were
the political street killings of two Libyans, one in Bonn and one in
Rome within hours of each other, allegedly because they are opposed
to the Libyen regime. And the people who report our own local violence
and who comment on it know 2l1ll this and more, They know that there
is vastly more criminal violence, both politically motivated and
otherwise, in moat other places of the world than in Jemaica., They
know that there are arees of New York or Chicago or Detriot or most
other major U.S. cities that are more deadly and dangerous to be in
than the most violent politicel hotspot in Kingston., There are, to
use their highly charged and emotive words, more 'massacres' more
'*slaughters', more 'executions' in most other places than in Jamaica.
To say this is not tc excuse or play down our own criminal violence,
political or otherwise, It is simply to set it in context so that
their situation
Jemeicans are not led to see themselves as the worst and/therefore
the most hopeless, It is part of the business of trying to force a
panic political response by making your situation seem hopeless so

ufhat youé&quld give up in despair and transfer your responsibility

4 Mo/ W
[to those who prqmas?4to save yodfrom a violence whose reality they
X erated., Don't surrender your soverd#ggn rights to

hgye themse)ves’d
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Hugh Small's Washington Money Mission:
Success ot Feilure?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
April 11, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Was Finance Minister Hugh Smmal's money mission to
the United States a success or a failure? The answer, it seems,
depends very much on your political point of view and what you may
have expected to come out of the mission. Nr. Small says the
mission was successful. The critics say it was not. So let us try
and see if we can balance it out and list whet it did and did not
achieve., First, the North American benkers did not agree to defer
or delay our payment of the 12,5% of our commercial bank debt which
is due for payment this year. Lest year these same bankers had
agreed to defer payment on 87.5% of the principal owed them by
Jamaica and due this year. So Jemaica will have to pay the 12,5%
as well as all the interest due. This, we are told, amounts to
about $8-million-U.S. What the North American bankers have agreed
payment of
to is to continue with the deferral of/the 87.5% of our due debt
which they agreed to while we were still under the IMF regime. So
the big deferral stays in place 'for the time being' despite our
break with the IMF, but we are given no further easement., And, not
unexpectedly, they are reported as being unwilling to lend Jameica
any more money for foreign exchange support, S0, as long a&s Jamaica
keeps her interest payment on the debt up to datey as she has done
up to now, there will be no axxe effort to call in the debt and so

force the country to default. And this of course means that there

will be no seizing of Jamaican goods or property abroad, It is,



essentially, a holding position. It is not in the interest of the
Americen banking community to force Jameica to default, if there is
any possibility of getting their money sometime. It is only if there
is no hope at all of getting/;%ir money back that you force someone
or some institution into receivership: otherwise you cut off credit
and give them time to pay. To the extent that this was what the
government was after Mr., Small has been successful, But he has been
unsuccessful over the 12,.,5% and over any additional commercial bank
question
loans., The/maxxtex of negotiating the rescheduling of our debts is
a much longer-term matter But it has at least begun and will probably
8till be there after the elections, So what does Jemaica do from here
on? If the Washington Post's report yesterday of an interview with
Mr. Small is correct then Venezuela has pledged to lend us $94-million
end loans are also said to be promised from Libya and Irag. We know
the Libyan figure is $So-millioh; if the Iraqi figure is another
$50-million, it would give us a total of §194-million from these
three sources, And this, by itaelf,/:zniixh: more than the sum the
IMF would heve provided, end the bulk of which would have gone into
debt repayment, if we had not rejected the INMF terms., So why the
silence on}igzealternative sources of balance of payments support?
When are we to be t0ld? At the moment there is great confusion and
anxiety about the government's proposed alternative path. The
Jamaica people just do not know what that path is and where it will
lead. Some of the more delicate negotiations may in fact demend a
degree of secrecy. But it shouié}%é possible to tell the Jemaican
e great deal more than they have been told up to now. Indeed, it
seems that both of our major political parties seem determined not

tell the Jamaican people what their plans are: and that cannot be
good for democracy in Jameica, Goodnight,
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"\; U.S. Breaks with Iran:

Some Implications

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednewmday
April 9, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: U.S. President Jimmy Certer's ded#ision to break off
diplomatic relations with Iran, to expell Iranian diplomats as well
as some other Iranians, and to impose economic sanctions on that
country, hes thrown the Middle Eaest into a new crisis, and has caused
confusion and anxiety among America's West European and Japanese
allies. Mr, Certer's announcement followed hard on the statement

by the Ayatollah Khomeini thaet the Americans held hostage for nearly
six months now at the U.S. Embassy in Teheran should rewmain in the
hands of the students until the Iranian parlisment decides their fate.
There had been moves recently by Irahian President Banisadr to have
the hostages transferred from the control of the students to that of
his government. And the Ayatollah's statement was clearly seen by the
Americens as a decisive blocking of those moves. But having waited
this long, why could not President Carter wait a few weeks more?
After all, the new Irenian Pasrliament is expected to come into being
towerds the end of this month or sometime in early MayZ?. So why not
wait till then? Here, I think, we must remind ourselves that this is
an American Presidential election year, and that Mr. Ronald Reagan is
making a very powerful showing as he sweeps one Republican primary
after another. It now looks almost certain - barring some major
political accident - that Mr. Reagan will be Mr. Carter's Republican
opponent in the elections. And in an America where the political mood

of the electorate
/has shifted noticeably to the Right, Mr. Carter may have his work

cut out for him if he is to contain the Reagan challenge, The American
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economy is in deep trouble and none of Mr., Certer's efforts +to cope
with the economy and its inflation have so far succeeded and he has
come under heavy fire from both Mr, Edward Kennedy and the Republicans .
And lately both Kennedy and Reagan have savagely attacked Carter's
handling of the Iran crisis, These, I suggest, are some of the domest-
ic pressures which went into the making of the Carter decision to get
tougher with Iran. Where it affefts America's allies is in the Barter
call that Jepan and the West Europeans should take the same kind of
action against Iran as the U.S., has, Japan clearly cannot take any
action against Iran without suffering grievously. Pratically all
Japan's 0il comes from the Middle East, 10% of it from Iran, Without
that 0il the Japanese economy will collapse. The West Europeans,
especially France, also depend heavily on Middle East oil and have
stronger trading links with the Middle East then with the U.S. And
whatever the other oil producing Middle East states may feel about
Iran and its policies, they will actively oppose any concerted Western
efforts to punish Iram. ©So, with the exception of Britain, the West
Europeans and Japan are not likely to take any rcally serious action

support Mr, Carter enough to get by
against Iran, Britain canfgaxsm because she now has/North Sea oil/and
in a few years' time she may produce enough of it to export some and
sgﬁ%geak the OPEC stranglehold, ©So it is very unlikely that Mr.
Certer's sanctions will hurt Iran very much, Indeed, in domestic
electdoral political terms, Mr. Carter is risking much, and I doubt
whether his Foreign Secretary, the pragmatic Mr. Cyrus Vance would
have advised this course of action., As far as the Middle East itself
is concerned, it makes a very volatile situation much more so. The

so-called moderate Mr. Banisadr has already called on the Egyptian

pecple to overthrew President Sadat, and his Foreign Minister has
talked publicly about overthrowing the Government of Iraq, And there

: l « Th ter d i t
ﬁ?ggyfi}tedP%%estiﬁianeogﬁnfhﬁtwings The Carter decision may jus



1) The Easter Weekend
2) Unions Call for Price Controls, No Wage Guiddidnmes
3) The Politics of Opinion Polls

NEWS CONMMEKN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
April 7, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The long Laster weekend has, on the whole, been
relatively quiet and peaceful, with a welcome wuting of the harsh
political stridency which nes become 30 much a part of ocur lives.
this is not to say there was no electicneering. Inere is no way
in whicn any one day of our lives can, between now auvd polling day,
be wholely free of some form of electioneering, What is rather
unfortunate, I think, is the clear indication thet we zre not going
to approsch the hard issue of trying to have ocur foreign debts
rescheduled as a national non-party metter, This, aweliier we like
it or not, is being used as yet another bone of contention in the
party poliitical power game., The reason is clear, If Mr. Hugh Small
does not arrive at an understanding with the foreign banks whom we
owe money the government's position will be greatly weakened and
tne chances of raising any foreign exchange [rom non-IMP sources will
be greatly reduced, Conversely, if he does arrive at such an
understanding, if there is agreement on debt rescieduling, the
governgent's position will be streugthened and the chances of raising
the foreign exchange we need will be greatly imvroved. 2And so,
because elections asre coming, and vecause of the nature of Jamaican
whatever
politics today there sre those who would do/amsxzax tlhey can to
undermine Mr. Hugh Small's chances of succeeding. The real catch is

this
thet if/&zmxkes government were to fail to reach en agreement with

its foreign creditors all Jemaica, all Jemaidfans of all parties wedd



PP, 4LP, every-other-kind of P, as well as no-P - will be the losers
end the sufferers, We may have to pay a very high price indeed in the
long run if we persis+t in making the issue of foreign debt reschadulin
a party political election issue. The other note of interest on the
local scene was the call by JALGO's General Secretary, Wr, E Lloyd
Teylor for the re-imposition of price contrels and sn end to the
wage guidelines and & return to free bargaining between unions and
menagements, In these calls lir, Taylor was obviously speaking for
more than just his own union. lhese are calls which have been mede
from time to time by one or the cother of tne so~called Big Five trade
unions who co-operste with eazch other., My guess is thst the govern-
ment is going to find if very difficult to resist these cells, even
if it wants to. Generslly speaking, the workers, especially tne lower
paia workers, have had the worse end of things during the three year
period of the effort to live wp to IKF terms, 1f turning away from the
IiiF is to have any sort of wmeening for these workers, then it must
ivnediate
be reflected in some/change in their conditions. Holding and even
reducing prices on basic coumodities would be one such immediste
change; abandoning the wage guidelines would be another. But both of
these will depend greatly on what foreign excnange the governmenti can
bring in, soon. And finally, it looks as though opinion polls may add
a new dimension to this year's elections, We had the results of one
poll being given front-page treatment in one paper jesterdey. And we
nad the announcement in yesterday's other Sunday paper that their
poll will start appearing as from next Sundey, April 13th, The one
publisined yesterday vwes ileken before the government broke with the IMF

end is based on a\slightly smaller sample survey than the one prymised

k with the IMF.
f next week. Next week's was taken after the_brea &
Wiil they agree? Or will the war of the polls join our other pertisen

o L R e B o Candns oht



l) Lay-offs: Whet Alérrnéitive?
2) World Economic Indicators

NEZWS COMMEINTARY

Por broadcest on VWednesday

April 2, 1980, 6.,i0p.m

Good evening: Iest week the Jewaica Cmnibus Service Limited laid

off some 25C workers, and efter & brief demonsiretion iue service

was back to ncrmel. The remsining 2,55C-~cdd JOS workers end their

unions faced the harsh realities of their situation 2nd did not

lock~down the entire operation es they right have done a2t another

time. So we are beginning to fece up to the brute necessities of

our problems in this one sector &t lesst. Informetion is that next

month, on Mey first, 175 of Air Jamaice's workeré will be leid off.

2nd I suspect that there too we will have no industriel section to

lock-down Air Jamaica. The workers, esnd their unicns, know that

any locking down of JCS or of Air Jemasica st this point would only

meke a bad situation worse; and could lesd to more, rather fewer

lay-offs, if not to the shutting down of sn entire operstion.

This is not now it is going to be in 8ll cases of lay-offs. And make

n¢e misteke about it: there are going to be more lay-offs and there are

going to be some shutdowns, And there are going tc be come workers

end some union leeders who sre going to behave as though they can

strike and demcnstrate these lay-offs and shutdowns awsy. They can
British

no more do so than could the ILuddites, the/mzchine-wreckers of 1811,

stop the unemployment effd dislocation of the time hy destroying the

mechines which brought in the new age of the industrizl revolution.

We zre into a similer bhind. The c¢ld ecconomic values, the old economic

assumptions and therefore, the 0ld sconomic systems, have becn shaken

end shattered by the ending of the days of cheasp o0il and therefore,



of cheap energy. And this has brought & whole new world into being.
We see it unfolding right vefore our eyes daily. Cheap food is no
longer cheap. Ihe 30z tin or sardines is on its way to costing a
dollar. Some of us still remember that it cnce cost a few pence.,
Cheap trevel is coming tc an end. In enother few years oniy the very
rich will be able to afford air travel., And a day may well come when :
only governmment officials anc very sgpecieal pecple may ve able to trav%
by gir. In such & world cf costly esnd scarce energy and high and
rising prices for ever wcarcer and scarcexr food, traditional industry
anc commerce are bound to contraect, not only kere in Jamaica but all
over the world. Indeed it is already happening, even in the world's
And so uneaplowyment,
richer countries./ (mEXmKERXXkIzxRRppERs lay-offs, cutbacks are
sealating everywhere: in the United 3¥ates, in Dritain, in West
Lurcpe, as/x;ii 28 in the Third World. And the countries which can
and do withstand these shocks alid dislocations best are those which
their people gnd their cattle
produce & surplus of food, more food than/tkey can consume. Food,
the local procducticn of food, all kinds of food - swuall stock, market
ioeel and
gardening,/export crops - hes been the historical and traditional
standby of nationss and peoples in vimes of trouble and difficulty
throughout the ages. The econcmic experts of the Western world predict
a much deeper economic recessiocn for 1980 than the world saw in 1974.
If they ere right then it would make sense for all of us, for sll
Jemaicans, to begin now itc produce all she food we can, Glut the
markets with food and the prices wili comie tuwbling down. Tobe sure

prefits will also tumble. Butl we will survive, And those whopgre being

5@1§buﬂ}gﬁ@ﬁggrbtcome % lk a great land army of food producers.
fhix;xixthtxﬁ&ﬁ%xxxﬁmx. ¥ARXETXXER cbout Idle lands and idle hends

being brought together for Jamaica's benefit? yell, it is one sure

answer to our lay-offs end our food shorteges. Goodnight.



1) The Flection Campaign Begins
2) The Economics of the Matter

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on lionday
Merch 31, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: If the events of this past weekend are anything to
go by tuen we are in for a really bruising and bitter three months
of electioneering befeore thet July or August polling day. And one
of the key elements in that electioneering looks like being the
rumour manufecturing business -~ which may indeed become the most
productive of all Jamaican enterprises during this period. Have
you heard that this or that kxey'moderate' Minister has, or is about t«
resign? Don't believe it until it happens. Indeed, the Miami brench
cf the £xx rumour factory hed it over the weekend that a full six
already
Cebinet Ministers had/resigned. 8o be a doubting Thomas when anybody
tells you that the Cabinet is about to stage a coup against the
government or esgeinst the Executive Council of the FPRP., One of the
gg£g$3§£$With this type of rumour-mongering is that it distracts
attention <from the more serious problems thet nedd to be faced. The
most impertant of our short-term problems between now and the max%
elections are, first, to get in enougn foreign exchange to keep the
nation's business going; second, to set aboutl producing as much as
is humanly possible of the food we need; and third, to manage the
shorteges and the lay-offs and the dislocations in such a gway as
to avoid chaos and confusion. To?gﬁdtﬁese three short-term problems
successfully over the next three or four months would be difficult

present~day
encugh in the best of/circumstances: +to do so in the context of a

bitter and dévisive election campaign 18 &0ing to be much more than
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just difficult, it is going to be a formidable challenge. And the
now

main reason for this is the fact that it is/the economy itself which

is the bone of contention, the issue over which the electionks being

fought, If the economy itself were not the real issue we would have

co~operate to economic
been able to pore easily/managed these three short-term/problems
political

while playing out our electoral political geme. But since the main/
issue is the economy and Fhe direction it should take such copperst-
ion is likely to %gﬁigreaggken than real. This, it seems tome, is
what is going to meke the next few months very challenging and very
difficult for the government, It has to succeed in handling the
short-term problems if it is to have any hope of setting its longer
term 'reconstruction' plan in motion, The Opposition on theﬁther
hand does not need to worry about the short-term problems. Indeed,
if the government fails to hendle the shorit-term probiems the Oppostic
will reap the benefit. DPut what if the government manages to hold
shor t-term
the line? If the government holds the/line and the PNP's long-term
pian looks at least iike a workable possibilitx/igrthe future, on
what besis will the JL? go into the elections? It seems to me that
sooner or later the JLP is going to have to unfold plans of its own
for charting an economic future for Jamaica., Delay in doing this
has both its advantages end its disadvantage. And since everybody and
every perty is playing politics it becomes silly and pointless for
anybody to accuse anybody else/gix playing politics with the country's
future, The big thing is to do it with enough of =2 sense of responsi
bility not to mash up the game and the country 2s well. And fineslly

the Jamaican Constitution says snybody standing for election must

heve been resident in Jamaica for at ieast 12 months before the date

of registration to qualify for election. Absentee 8P4 Just rreturned

candidates should note this, The risk is disqualitfication. Goodnight



Geﬁﬁﬁa%hﬂe%fi%ﬁg PEaYHgarer:

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broedcast on Friday

lisrch 28, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: General elections in Jemaica now seem to be much
closer than either Xhkm December or even Octoberxdaxmx of this year.
Wednewday proposals by the lLeader of the Opposition to the chairman
of the Llectoral Advisory Committee, and the Prime Ministetds Thursday
agreement to those propossls, should bring the date for elections
very much closer., Always, of course, depending on the speed with
which the Electoral Advisory Committee can get the modified electoral
reforms in place, Whether this can in fact be done by mid-year,
which is by June, is impossible to guess at this stage. The month

of April begins next week and to do everything that needs to be done
in the space of eight or nine weeks and then still allow the timegap
required by the Constitution between Nomination Day and Polling Day
would make ixxzxmax =2 June date seem most unlikely. A much more
likely possible earliest date would seem to %:}?ziy or August. And
even this would depend grestly on there being no difficulties or
unforeseen haxd hitches, But both sides are now clesrly anxious

to get the elections over and done with a&s quickly as possible so

the point-scoring maneouvres are likely to shift away from the
electoral reforn process itself., So the question of the issues is
bound to increasingly come to the forefront of the public debate.
What are the issues on which the Jamaican voters are to make up their
minds over the next three months or so? The PNP has slready chosen
its main campaign issuegwhich is the alternative path to thellMF;

and the details of this alternative path are to be unfolded to the

nation over this coming weekend, The electoral chances of the PNP
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will dpend very heavily on how the Jemaican people react to the
details as they are unveiled; and those chances will dépend particulax
ly on whether the PNP has clear short-term answers to some of the
really basic needs of the people, Will this alsérnative path ensure
foreign exzchange for the food imports we need now? We need next month,
after Will

end the month/end the month after?/&zm it mobilise enough foreign
erbhagge to bring in the raw material without which there can be no

Will it ease, now, some cof the hard conditions on working peoplé
jobs?/These are among the hard short-term gquestions on which the
Jdemaican electorate will judge the PNP alternative path., And what
of the JLP? Is it going to continue to campaign on the popular
discontent in the country? As long =2s the PNP was being squeexzed by
the IMF this line made sense; it wes highly possible for the PNP to
lose power on 2 negative vote. The eritical question for the JLP to
answer nowis whether this is still so In view of "the events of the
past few days which have so 2ltered the course of the nation"? luch
will depend on how the JLP strategists snswer that question. And if
they decide that campeigning without 2 progreamme or policy is much
too risky, what will they do? The danger of putting up the Puerto
Rican model is that it is in fact a prototype of the IMF model. Does

a non-IMF
the JLP have/am alternative path cf its own? And what would be its
sources of badly needed short term foreign exchenge to deal with our
herd immediste problems? if it had am its own alternative non-IMF
Or will it, like the PNP, first try to out-bargain the IMF?
path?/ These, I think, are some of the hard questions that the JLP
will have to answer, Indeed, 1 think both political parties may
of the majority

be surprised at the unwillingness/of the present Jemaican electorate
to follow blindly. Whether they ask these hard questions opanly or

silently, you had better believe that the questions are there. And

they want answerS, hard answers not woft promises. Goodnight.



1l) lMore to Come from P.M,
2) The Civil Service Strike
3) The Tanker Drivers' Strike

NEWSZCOMMEN TARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

Merch 26, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: So the Government has now firmly embarked on a non-
I.M.F. policy and we all have to come to grips with all the implicatio:
of that decision; and some of those implications are going to have to
be handled very delicately and very carefully., Negotiating with the
international banking community to reschedule the country's debts

is one of those matters which is going to require the most careful
and the most skilful handling. Which is why it was so very important
for the Prime Minister to meke it absolutely clear to the nation and
the world that Jamaica had no intention of repudiating our finanéial
obligations, This commitment to the honouring of oggyzbligations is
clearly a matter of profound national importante, transcending
partisan politices, And I think the efforts to reach agreement with
the international baﬂking community to reschedule our debts is
another matter which should be seen and dealt with on a non-partisan
222%:& All the rest, almost inevitably, will be the stuff of over-
heated party political electioneering. But then that is the way our
system of politicié operates, And the coming weeks and months look
like putting our political system to its most severe test yet, Whethexr
the system survives that test is going to depend very greatly on the
wisdom and judgement and political maturity and determination of the
Jemaican people, We tehd to talk a great deal about discipline and
self-discipline but do very little about it. Or else we mmam expect

such discipline and self-discipline to apply to others but not our-
selves., And it is usually those in the higher social and income
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brackets who expect those in the lower social and income brackets

and to make all the sacrfices.
to show all the discipline and all the self-discipline{ This, what-
ever else it is, is not the much touted road to self-reliance. This
is how we have behaved during the period we persued the IMF path; and
it has resulted 1272:1ef and misery for the poorest and weakest and
most vulnerable sections of the society. If we think that by simply
getting rid of IMF restraints and carrying on in the same o0ld way
then we are in for further grief and further misery. Take the glaring
example of our massive bureaucracy, They took what they called
'positive action' because some 539 government workers, out of a work
force of some 60,000 had been served dismissal notices. They wanted
these notices withdrawn, period, If you put this in the context of
2 civil service which, according to the Prime Minister, consumes
Tle out of every tax dollar in pay and perks, and whose quality of
service leaves much to be desired in many eareas, then we are either
all totally crazy or determined to destroy ourselves, There just is
no way that Jamaica can go on supporting this kind of bureaucracy at
this kind of price, no matter who is in power, and no matter what
economic path we persue, and no matter how often we strike, We eitherx
come to grips with this kind of economic reality or whatever path we
choose will end in disaster. There is no system under the sun which

for long economic
can/support the kind of/madness of more and higher rewards for lower
productivity and less service. And no economy, no matter under what
social system um under what political direction cen for long support
,or as special sectors,

a situation where we &s a nation/consume vaestly more foreign exchang

then we earn. Sooner or later, this kind of madness and this kind of

situation, leads to where we are now. And you cannot strike your way

out of it, or protest your way out of it °F demonstrate or politicyour

way out of it. I am certain we can work our way out of it, Rhe )
question is: Are we convinced that it is past time to start?Goodnight



PNP Rejects IMF: Why? What Alternative?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
Merch 24, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The National Executive Committee of the People's
National Perty this weekend finally made up its mind about the IMPF,
give up the negotiations
It urged the Government of Jamaica to/RmxmaxmaxExkmximExx for the
interim facility and to persue a non-IMF path in seeking to cope
with its balance of payments problems. And since the Government of
Jemaica is formed by the PNP, and since it is part of the history
and the tradition of the PNP - going all the way back to the founding
to abide by democratic decisions of the NEC
of the PNP/- this decision of the National Executive Committee of the
party will almost certainly be accepted by the government of Jemaica.
And this means, firstly, that between now and the elections which
are due by the end of this year, we will havguggygzalings with the
IMF; and, secondly, that if the PNP were to win the coming elections,
it would continue to persue a non-IMF path. It is interesting to
note here that all the members of the NEC - including everyone of
the Cabinet Ministers, Mr. Eric Bell among them - voted for a non-IMF
path in the long run. The only disagreement was whether this non-IMF
path should be adopted immediately or after the elections. And my
understanding is that it was Mr. Eric Bell's own sober and balanced
advice to the Prime Minister which tipped the scales in favour of
ending the relationship immediately, If we had entered into a short-
term stand-by arrangement with the IMF we would have had to pass

certain IMF/tests every three months. And Mr. Bell had told the Prime
Minister frankly that the did not think Jemaica would be able to

pass a test dealing with our foreign reserves which was due to come up



June
by June of this year. And if Jameica had failed that/test, as seemed

most likely, the IMF could have tightened the screws a little more
and could have demanded more concessions before releasing a little
more foreign exchange. And another test was due in September, and it
too, could be so stiff as not to be passable. And by then, in straight
party political electoral terms the PNP, trying desperately to meet
and satisfy IMF terms and conditions would have been in a hopeless
mess, And the nationsl economy would have been no better. So on the
basis of the cold-headed projections of the so-called moderates going
any further with the IMF made neither party political nor economic
sense, Indeed, I think it can fairly be said that the toughness of
the IME/:gngtiiogg the minimel performance, and in some cases downrigh
non-co-operation,of the private sector have forced the PNP to move

to the left and to end up at a non=IMF position. If the comparatively
moderate policies with which first David eand Coore and Vivian Blake
end then Denny Williams and Eric Bell has been allowed to succeed,
Jemaica might not/::gagave opted for a non-IMF path, andthe PNP
document setting outngg;}gfternativeﬁ would not have said of the
private sector: "experience demonstrates that they are not prepared

to significantly expand production under a PNP gorvernment”.In this
sense both the IMF and the private sector have contributed to the new
situation., But how far left? And how fecasible the alternative path,

A reading of the document which will be published soon, mekes it
glear that it is still the social democratic left, not the Marxist
left., And the alternative is at least as feasible as the IMF path;
with the big difference thaj it is Jamaicans who are themselves going

to have the make the hard decisions about their own future, both in

the short run up to election time, end in the long run after that. .
I hope they will choose to struggle for economic democracy. Goodnigh



The PNP, the IMF & Party Politics
Jamaica Styke

(7
NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast onFriday
March 21, 1980, 6.10p.m
Good evening: This coming weekend's meeting of the National
Eiecutive Committee of the People's National Party is, by all sorts
of pertisan accounts, likely to be a critical one., The PNP leader-
ship is supposed to finelly make up its mind about whether the IMF
should continue to have any part in dealing with our economic problems
or whether the government should persue a non-IMF path, And as is
fairly usual with party politics Jamasica style the key issues are
all but buried under a flood of side issues and ideological posturings
end dire predictions of doom and disaster if this course is followed
or the opposite course is followed, depending on which side does the
predicting. So the pro~IMF faction predicts doom and disaster if we
reject the IMF course: and the anti-IMF faction predicts doom and
disaster if we dc not reject the IMF course. And personalities and
their future and the resignation of this or that group, and the
splitting of the party, all become the stuff of a debate which
generates more heat than light as far a3 most ordinery Jamaicans are
goncerned. It is the same style of politics that makes a party leader
threaten to resign or to teke leave of absence if he feels he is not
getting the degree of personal loyeslty he is entitled to: the issues

that may be invelved

and principles/ere subordinate to the personalities snd the cult of
personalities, And this is one of the great drawbacks of party polotics
Jemaica syplie because it makes a dispassionate dealing with the issues

that much more difficult., I would, for instance, be very much more

interested in that 49-page report prepared by the PNP's Economic



reportedly
Commission/setting out an alternative to the IMFM route then I am

in whether Mr. Bell or Mr. Fletcher or somebody else, or all three
will resign if they do not heve their way. And I rather suspect that
most Jamaicans would themselves like to know whether the PNP has
itself worked out a feasible alternative way of coping with our
balance of payments problems if it should decide against the IMF path,
Sgech alternative proposals as we have had up to now, and propaganda
tc the contrary notwithstand,?%ome of/ziigehave been pretty detailed
and cerefully thought-out, have all come from the politicd Left out-
side the PNP, The PNP as a party has itself given us no clue. If
that report of the PNP's Lconomic Commission represents PNP thinking
on the alternative to the IMF then we are entitled to know what that
thinking is. The days when small groups of people decided crucial
national issues in secrecy are supposed t¢ be over. So let us hope
that one outcome of this weekend will be the making public of the

PNP position and the PNP alternative plan. In spite of all the attempi
to confuse, most Jamaicans are pretty cleer about what the IMF route

devaluations :
implies:/a drop in 1iving standard; curbs on wages, unemployment and

delecining production,
lay-offs/have sll been part of their experience for three years of
trying the IMF¥ peth. And there seems nc end to it., And for all the

pressure to change it, some even now coming from the United States
pressing
Congress, the IMF persists in/its doctrinaire capitalist exploitive
free market methods as solutions to the problems of poor Third World
countries. Unless the IMF changes quickly and radically, sticking
Jamaican

with it can only mean more grief for the poor/majority, no matter
what heppens to individual politicians or politicel parties, The'
importance and value of those individuals and parties will only be

measured and judged ultimately by whether the stucch or fail to 5
lead Jemaica out of the debt trap amd toward conomic democracy,Goodnj



l; Political Violence & the Bule of Lew

2) lecisien—on—the—iM-F7
e 4 SN // '
NEWS CONMEN TARY / /) Ly
For broadcast on Wednesday (\v‘//{¢47;w
March 19, 1980, 6.10p.m s

Good evening: National Decurity Minister Dudley Thompson's statement
to Parlisment yesterday that the government intends to deal 'firmly
and impartially' with the latest exuption of political violence and
political tribalism will be welcomed by most Jemaicans. What would
be even more welcome would be for the word to be followed swiftly by
the deed, In other breakings of the law on the scale of last week's
political violence the response of the law enforcement agencies would
indeed be swift and firm., But political violence has, unfortunately,
become something special which has to be handled and dealt with in
this special way with the representatives of the two major par%ies
being invited to meet the Minister, and with the church leaders
meeting with the politicizns, And this is not a healthy situation at
all. Where the rule of law is truly peramount those who break the
law are/ﬁi:3:£Xth the firm and sharp response of the law, You break
the law by assaulting a fellow citizen: you are arrested and taken
before a court of law, and if found guilty, you are sentenced or fined
or both, You burn down somebody's house: the same thing happens.

You shoot 2t somebody: the same thing happens., You terrorise somebody:
the same thing happens. Those whose job it is to enforce the rule of
iaw do not first check your political connections or whom you know

or whose activist you are. You have broken the law, and the.law must
take its course. And where the rule of law is truly paramount no

Politician would dare try to influence or intimidate or pressure the



police into doing their duty in 2 way he wants, Indeed, where the
rule of law is paremcunt without being either harsh or oppressive
the kind of
there is little or no opportunity for/perty politicel mischief-making
at the expense ¢f cur security forces which is such a negative and
destructive feature of Jemaicean politics teday. There can be no
respect for the lew oi}ihe rule of lew when those whose job it is
to enforce tne iaw are either bullied intec bending it for some fax
politician’ or party's benefit, or are threatened with job loss or
worse unless they turn & blind eye or se# znd repert things the way
some powerful person wants., And that powerful person is usually
either a politicisn or some person with powerful political connections
30 I, for one, would like to see our security forces given a relativé¥
free hand to deal with this latest outbr eak of political violence as
straightforwerd law-breaking that has to be put down firmly, Let the
poiiticians get on with their psrtisan business il they must; and
let them, with the hed® and gulidance of the church leaders, come
, 1f they can,
together/tc tackled some of the urgsni social and economic problems
that nurture crime and viclence, But get party politics out of the
day-to-day job of upholding and enforcing the rule of law, Securiiy
policy must, of course, be subject to the elected representatives cf
the people: that is ocur ultimate control.So I do not want any super
Commission which is not directly sccountable to the Jsmaican people.
But subject to that kind of ultimate conirol, the politicians of all
stop manipulating or trying to, and day-to-day
parties should/leave the police alone to get on with the/job of
xeeping the peace and stopping the violence, Breaking the law is

breaking theo&i?’ wiiether the motives for doing so are political or
not., And the/way to end it is to keep out the politicsans znd enforce
¥he rule of law without fear or favour, Goodnight.,



) Political Violence: Partisan Responses
2) Politicel Intimidetion in India
3) The Chasllenge of Economic Democracy

NEWS COMMENLARY 7
For bresdeast on Konday
¥erch 17, 1980, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The weekend rerctions to last week's eruption of
politicael viodence in tihe West "nd of Kingston has turned out to
be depressingly familisr. Tsch side of the pertisan political
the
fence has pointed @ finger of blame at the other side. BEach side
hes declared its own innocence and proclaimed the guilt of the
other side., When the politicians and the pertisan activists do
this it is bad enough. DBut when the organs of information and
public
opinion and the so-called/voices of moder=tion - the journalists
and editorisl writers
and commentators/and the like - go in for the ssme sort of pertisan
finger pointing, then we are in serious worries, And the sad and
depressing fect is that with the exception of the Jemaica Council
of Bhurcnes all the rest of us seemed more concerned with blaming
whichever we perceived as 'the other side' and with declaring smx the
of 'our' side. people
swx® innocence/ And somehow it seems as though the/who have been
shot and beaten and brutalised and burned out of their notmes are not
quite as humen as we are, Ihe compassion and concern for them, where
is shown,
it/dexmxExxxk, seems to be on a strictly pertisan basis, and geared
primarily to geining maximum political mileage. The question is:
Wwhat about the indivisibilyty of the humanity of these people? What
are we about when we allow the labels and what the labels represent
to overshadow the humanity of people? Please don't get me wrong.

I do not want to stop the bleming. Indeed, I wish to heaven we would

get past the point onblaming and do something about the instigators

and perpetrators of this kind of politioal terrorism. What I am sayig



is that we will not seriously come to grips with this ugliness
victims of political terrorism
until we put the humanity of thesm/and of all Jemaicans above the
overt or covert

kind of/party point scoring most of us,except the churches, have
indulged in over this latest emuption of violence. Until we do we
debase the humanity of all Jamaicans, That this sort of thing is not
happening only in Jamaica was brought out foreibly by that news repor
out of India yewterday about the killing of three Untouchables and
the dest¥uction by fire of the homes of another 1,200 Untouchables.
Not &ll the media carried the background to this piece of horror.
What happened was that somebody of a higher caste or class was

The Untouchable went to court.
involved in a land dispute with an Untouchable./The law ruledxm in
favour of the Untouchable and the perscn of the higher class just
could not and would not peacefully accept defeat from someone who

not so very long ago was considered less than human. And so, in
reports say, a fire
revenge,/ WEXMNRIXNERRKXRY was sitarted which swept through the xmttms

ghetto shacks of the Untouchables in the Indian town of Moradabad in

Utter Pradesh. And three people died and 1,200 were mede homeless,
o Frik, Lo v Sich. Macked sin imlthelatle by ingilli ¢8M@ﬂqﬂgmocracy
It was hard enough for India's Untouchables to gain politicel/mymmXx

¥xxBut they, like all the resg of the world's poor and down-trodden

people, are finding the struggle for economic democracy much hardfr.
RIS
There, 23 here end elsewhere, people/who will concede political

democrecy will resist to the bitter end the demands for economic
democrecy., It is one of the ironies of the Third Vorld that the
Junx demend for a new international econowmic order is resrely, if ever,

matehed by calls for 2 new national economic order which would see a
corresponding

/trensfer of resources within nationel boundaries as well. For the
_WMAOGam(Sef B Whaeprreied
majorities in Asia, Africa and Latin America the struggle

for economic democracy 18 only just beginning; and it pormises to be
much more bitter ihan was the struggle for political democracy. Goodn%



\ 1) Political Violence & Electoral Reform
é:l/ 2) Mugabe Takes Time

NEWS COMMIENTARY
For broadecast on Friday
March 14, 1580, 6,10.p.m.

Good evening: Political violence - the burning of homes, the shooting
up and beating-up of people, the driving of people from their homes -
has come back to haunt us once more. And we are only intec mid-March,
which is nine months away from December which the Electoral Reform
committee tells us is the earliest possible #x time for the calling
of elections under a new and free and fair system. But the real
gquestion raised by this latest oukbreak of politically motivated
violence and arson and intimidation is: Jjust how 'free' and just
how 'fair' can any election be which is conducted in such a climate?
Iet us say we set up the most perféct ele%%ral system that man can
devise: we fingerprint everybody; we photograph everybody; we find a
foolproof ink that not even the most acidy soft drink can wipe out,
Would that give us 'free' and 'fair' elections if party political

are allowed to
gunmen and arsoniste and henchmen/continue their shootings and burniné
and beatings over the next nine months? I honestly do not think so.
And I think bYoth of our major political parties know that no genuinely
free and fair elections are possible in a climate of the kind of
political terrorism which has just returned to haunt us, So how
seriously do they regard this electorsl reform process? Do they
really want xhx 'free and fair' elections? Or was the whole xhimgx
costly exercise seen and used as just another facet of the party

political power game? If they are serious about wanting free and
fair elections under the rule of law and in accordance with the
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letter and the spirit of the Jamaican Constitution then they will
order all their violent followers to heel. And they can do it -
if they réally want to. And if they will not do it then we might
well be moving toward the position where the Jamaican people
themselves wili?zirzoon the party political gunmen and arsonists
end intimidators. TFor there is no compatibility, no way in which
1€t alone
free/ami@ feir,elections, can exist side by side with political
violence and political terrorism, Sooner or later the one must
preveil over the other: either political violence and terrorism
put an end to those who want
will/pxaxxxixaxax a free electoral system or/a free electoral system
will put a2 stop to political violence and political terrorism, It
seems to me that we are et that showdown ﬁoint now, Next, and on a
very much more constructive and encouraging mmxm and tactically
intriguing note was this morning's news that Mr. Robert Mugabe had
decided to put back Zimbabwe's independence date from sometime this
month te April 18th. In theory this means that Mr. Mugabe cannot
start carrying out the sweeping changes he announced yesterday until
by the British
power is formally hended over tc him/on April 18, In fact he will
have between now and April 18 tc put all his people in place and
refine &ll his plans while the British prov?éﬁ/glﬁ?nd of protective
umbrellea ageinst pressures from South Africa, 2nd at the same time
allow the white Rhodesians/iiﬁi of whom would otherwise flee in
panic, 2 chence to get used to the idea of the changes. Some whites
ere of course firmly determined not to stay under black rule, and
they will most likely move to South Africa. But meny others may, a
month from now, realise that the blacks under Mugabe are not going

to handle them as unjustly and brutally as they had hendled the blacks
and they may end up deciding to stay. And Mugabe can, without compro-

mising on basics, use all the s8kills and expertise these people have.
It is worth a small delaye Goodnight.
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EWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
March 12, 1980, 6.10p.m

Continued Unrest on Industriel Scene:
‘7 A Question of Priorities

Good evening: The welcome news is that the Weter Commission workers
are back on the job while their wage dispute will be looked into

by a Special Tribunal, But that is just about all the wecome news

we have on a generally turbulent industrial scene. And now we here

at Radio Jemaica have become part of the genersl unrest on the labour
scene: and our hope must be that for us, as well as for the entire
body of working

Iakouxxxexaxant people now into various stages of tension, disputes
will be settled quickly, peacefully and amicably, and without
disrupting or crippling production or the services provided. Any
disruption of production, any crippling of services, no matter how
justified the reasons may be or may appear to be, ends up hurting

the enterprise whose production or whose ability to offer a service

NN
is disrupted or crippled. And when aﬁ?enterprise is hurt in this

way its viability, its ability to pay ;ts way and to earn a profit,

is also usually damaged., And it is never in anybody's interest.to

see an enterprise become unprofitable and run into the ground. When
that happens it is usuaelly the workers who are the first sufferers.
The workers know this and so the workers are, generally speaking,

as interested in the profitability and the viability of the en}érprise

for which they work as are the owners and mmmagers, Indeed, the.

workers, especially those who are aware of the political and economic

often
trends in the society,/have a greater interest in the viability of

the enterprisew for which they work than do the owners and managers,



An owner will usually have something else to fall back on if his

business fails; good mmangers in today's climate can always find

ano ther joﬁ, either here or elsewhere, But when a worker loses his

or her job, it is often grief because there may not be another one

to find for months and even years. So the job and the safety and

security of the job is of special importance to the worker, We know

all this and it comes out in the struggle against lay-offs. Where

I think we sometimes get ourselves into serious problems is on the

matter of balancing short-term interests and priorities against

long-term interests and priorities, Workers_are under extreme

pressures right now, The cost of everything has gone up and, generall

speaking, their incomes have not kept pace with the sky-rocketing

cost of living, The inequity of our prices and incomes policy has

compounded this, And then we have the wide variables in standards

and conditions of living which are part of the history of how Jemaica

evolved, Given all this the workers's impulse to push as hard as

they can for as much as they can get is perfectly underssandable.

fhexzatzkxis And the workers movement of today is strong enough and

confident enough to get them the kind of settlements they want in ;

most cases., And so when an enterprise makes any sort of profit th@re

is a strong demand to pass 1%, or most of it, on to the hard—preséed

vorkers, It is a2t this point that you have that conflict between 1

short-term end long-term interests, This year's profits, if they are
for the ssme number of workers

not all eaten out, may mean continued jobs/next year and theyear after

and the yeer after. But if there are no profits 1ef§ becruse they have

been eaten out, end if gggomic contraction continues, then there may
be a few lay-offs next/ snd a few more the year after and sgbn until

there are more unemployed than employed workers in our labour force,

1t is all a question of how the workers and - Py P T
priorities. Goodnight, their lég%brs set their
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2) Graffiti, Violence & Slective Condemnation
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
Marech 10, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: It has not been a very good weekend for us inﬁamaica.
The public water supply remained in an unreliable mess because the
water workers remained off the job. So the threat of sickness and
disease was an ever-present weekend possibility. There/zisan uneasy
quiet in the public transport system with the unions not attending
the meeting set up between themselves, the bus company and the
Minister of Public Utilities, largely, I suspect, because the unions
did not want to have anything to do with any talks which might
result in the laying-off of some bus company workers. And the word
was that the lay-off (retrenchment is the fancy work for it);gome
240 workers would result i:?:ltimate saving of $l1.6-million a year
from the company's pay bill alone. The catch is that the company
has to cut costs and still improve the service to the travelling
public, if it is to remain viabley, and if it is to compete success-
fully with the challenge of the mini-buses. If it does not do that
then it is only a matter of time before it is run into the ground
by the competitidn, whether that competition is legally sanctioned
or note I would have thought that it was in the best interest of

the unions and of their members to be as deeply involved as possible

efforts
in the/pXRmAXME to cut costs and update the service. They would, for

instance, come up with ideas for cost-cutting that would see lay-offs
as the very last resort: there are many other things that could and

should be cut before jobs, But this demands a high level of responsi-
bility as well as a willingness to make some other saerffeées on the
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part of both the unions and their workers, To be sure, they have
every right to demand that management and the government - as owner -
make sacrffeétes too. What I think would be foolhardy to the point of
seriously hurting
dxxtxayingxthe wcrkers' best interests is to think that some sort of
boycott or stonewalling will make the problem go away, If the J.0.S,
folds, everybody, but mainly the workers, will suffer grievously.
One of the most worrying things on the current labour seeme is the
in Jemaica

apparent unwillingness of unionised labour/to really come to grips

problems and
with the/challenges facing and economy under seige. If the organised
labour movement does not make a positive input in finding the solution
to ofit problems labour, the working people, méy end up as the biggest
victims, And that is not really necessary. Next, a word on political
grag@iti, political violence and our tendency to selective condemnatiop
of these twin evils. If the political violence, or the graffiti - the
writing off foul and nasty personal abuse against our political leaders
- is damaging to one side then only the supporters and sympathisers
of that side take objection to it. The other side smiles smugly and
approves quietly: so if PNR/;i:g;isare damaged by it, only PNP
partisans and supporters condemn it: if JLP leaders are damaged by it,
only JLP partisans and supporters condemn it, And this has not been
just at the street kevel., Sections of the news media have been guilty
of this to an outrageous degree. So the question%sAre we serious about
stopping it? Or are we only bawling because the side we support is
getting the worse end of it? The plain fact is that the nastiness on
the walls is only a reflection of th# nastiness in sections of the
press, and the nasty talk and character assaseinaﬁion in so-called

'respectable' circles th%gtshould know better. In this sense the ugly

writing on the wslls is/2 mirror of the level of degradationto which

the power brokers in this society have reduced our political process,

So instead of cuFsing the people, look inward, please., Goodnight.
% R TR



The Industrial Unrest: The Problems of
Equity, Viability & Responsibility

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
Merch 7, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: All the indications are that very many Jamaican
families are going to have serious water problems over this weekend,
whether the strike is settled or not., The reported damage to some
of our water instellations will take time to repair and bring back
into service. And, a&s usual, 1t will be the very poor and the weak
and those least able to help themselves wpo will suffer most. The
great danger in this kind of situation is the outbreak, especially
emong very young children and very old people, of gastro-intestinal
diseases which are spread by polluted water. So, wherever yuamr
water is doubtful, please boil it before drinking. And I pass on
this advice to those striking water workers as well., I know if any
of them have young babies they would not want any harm to come to
their young babies. I hope they will think of the young babies of
other people. Of course the vandalism and the sabotage at the water

condemned,
installations must be/skmpkaxmd. But many of those who are so hot and

indignant

/ in their denunciation of this saboteeawePB§®Bemarkably silent over
greater instances of economic sabotagé/when millions upon millions of
dollars of foreign exchange were illegally spirited out of this
country., It seems to me that some of us are much too selective in
our righteous, and at times/ self-righteous, ingignatéon. When a
wrong has been done, when the law has been violated, when the economy
has been sabotaged, it is wrong whether done by workers or employers

. Are price-gougeing and double invoiceing
or people in high places

and illegal currency exporting really any less damaging to the
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national interest, any less worthy of hot condemnation than workers
tampering with water installations? Indeed this very double-standard
may itself be one of the main reasons for our present labour unrest.
An incomes policy that wants to hold wages to a ceiling at one level,
and profits to a minimum level that is twice as high, and that allows
prices to run ridot, is an invitation to labour unrest. And to cap
this gross inequity the government is now trying to find its way out
of its addittedly very real difficulties with the size and performpance
and cost of the civil service by attempting to go back on the principl
of the rate for the job, for that, in essence, is what that circular
to stop paying the acting allowance amounts to. VWhen a worker Axi=m
is required to do a job in a grade that is higher than his own he or
she usually tekes on & bigger Jjob with greater responsibility which
would normaily cerry a higher salary., Th acting allowance was on
the assumption that such a worker was doing the job on a temporary
regular

basis and would soon revert back to his or her own/grade at that
grade's pay. The allowance was to compensate for the temporary extra
responsibility. Any time anybody acting was confirmed in the higher
grade, that person would get the pay which went with that higher grade
What this cenwellation would do would have people act in the higher
grade but receive only the pay of their substantive grade: which in
effect means not getting the rate for the job even if you 'acted' in
it for meny years., And whatever else it is this is not a principled
way of dealing wfth the problem. If the idea is to scale down civil
service salaries then it should be put forward in & straightforward

R aszad& :
and honestL enner, Better still, consult seriously with the workers

as they themselves propose; and if no solution can be found then take

on the unpopulaxr responsibility of cutbacks, but equitably. We are no

going to solve our problems by clever maneouvresi 8nd the Jemsicen

t
orkers will no longer aeoeptfﬁiscrimipatioq; Goodnight,
L«X;[’ Yo oe B8 wdnt TapsrlErEAL. el ¥ G adli.



Robert Mugabe's Viclosry

KEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
Merch 5, 1980, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The scope and extent of Mr. Robert Mugabe's victory
in Zimbabwe's pre-independence elections has come as a surprise to
friend and fce elike, Tanzania's President Nyesrere expressed it for
the one side when he said the result was better than he had hoped
for., And the South Africen press, echoed by some conservative British
questers, expressedq?or the other side, when they said the outcome
was the worst cof ail the possible cptions. Mugabe's friends had
hoped for a victory, of course: but given the system that had been
put in piace, and given the massive anti-liugabe campeign from hoth
within end without the country, that hcpe was very muted., They saw
Mugabe winning the largest number of seats, but not an outright
rajority, not 51 seats., The highest number of seats I personzlly
could see Mugebe winning was 50 and the hope was that he anddJoshua
Nkfmo would combime %o form 3 majority. The danger was that if
Mugabe won less then 50 seets the British Governor and the other
coalition
groups would tempt Nkomo into hezding a/gExmxm  government which
excluded Mugabe. Tais, i the British snd Sewih Afriess and White
Rhodesians saw it was the most feasible other option, 'the lesser
evil' for which they had worked so hard since it became clear that
Bishop Muzorwwa would not come anywhere near winning a majority of
the blakk seats, But for this option to become a reality the Bishop
and the other splinter groups had tc win at least eleven seats and

o
so give the anti-dugabe forces,51 seats. Alternatively, if there

was & dead heat, or af the 80 black seats were so evenly distributed
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that no combination of bleck parties could form & majority without
the 2C seats commanded by the whites, the situation would be ripe
for the South Africsns to ‘intervene to prevent chaos and collapse',
It was this last possibility, I think, that led to that angry outburet
of President Nyerere on the eve of voting when he denounced the
elections as neither free nor fair. And I still think Nyerere was
right: they were neither free nor fair as elections are conducted in
say Pritain; there was bogus, there was rigging, esnd there was large-
decisivwly
scele intimidation., And still Mugsbe won. So Mugeabe won/in spite of
all the efforts to make a clearcut and decisive outcome a near
impessibility. And this was so meinly because the young people who
had gone into the bish and fougnt and won the war were able to
mobilise their people. It is already becoming clear that they are
going to grapple with the problems of peace with the same discipline
and understanding they learned during the hard war years. Mugabe will
because he does nct need to
not/form & coalition, as one of our papers suggested: it will be a
government of national reconciliation. The absolute victors will invite
the others to share in the difficult takk of nation-tuilding. And
that must ccme
the changes/will be made slowly and gradually so as not to shock and
frighten. The whites now control the economy., That will have to change
but carefully to cause as little disruption as possible. The experiené%
of NMozambique and Angola and Tenzania will help. Redistribution of
lend is the most important shori-run issuwe. You cannot go onhaving
nearly half of the best land reserved for whites only. This one cannot
o Zim®abwe
wait. The ports and harbours of Mozambigue are much nearer/than those

of South Africe, And Zambia, now, will not have to dezl with a hostiale
white ruled neighbour to the Bouth: &ll of which adds up to agreat

geo-political end economic change in Southern Africae And the clearcut

8ize of Mugabe's viectory is a key fector inhibiting South African
military intervention. Goodnight.
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Good evening: The ugliest end leest welcome socisl combination of
all is when food is scarece, when prices sre high &nd rssing, and
when unemployment is also high end rising., And wha we here in
Jemaica are intc thet ugly end dengerous combination right now, It
is cold comfort to tell us that most of the Third World is into it
too. 4And the fact that World Benk figures show that the quality

of life in Jemaica is%ﬁﬁch better than in moat»other&gb'rguyorld
countries does not meke a chi;d‘yith a hungry belly[any ess hungry
or & men without ayiéﬁfgggﬂmore recenciled to his inability to earn
& living for his family. To be sure the standard of iiving of the
ordinery pecople in a2 plece like Tenzenie is much lower than the
living standerds of oxrdinery Jameicens., And the seme can be said of
the living stsnderds of the overhwe;ming majority of ordinary people
in the rest of Africa snd Asia end Ietin America. But the people of
Tenzanis, for instance, heve & much clearer understanding of the
nature of their poverty and whet they have to do to overcomeit., And
for sll their lower stenderd of living there esre much fewer unemployed
people who esre utterly demoralised or embittered by & sense of useless
ness, Somehow the little that they do have - be it work or food or
housing

IxxENXRE or schooling - is shered more equitably among them. So you
do not have the extremes of weaith and went that you see here and

elsewhere, What you do have is a sense of belongf%a sense of common

purpose, & sense of co-operstion to some ende 1 thought about some of
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these things as I monitored #she hot political chat and the clever
partisan point-scoring of this past weekend and I goi# the depressing
feeling that for some, if not most of thesewgolitical operators, our
- (Mo neeoqumibed
very serious nutrition problem wasLJust another tool to be used in
Lhe few remaining
the electorsl power game./Subsidies are being lifted off basic food
~ guestion or
and publiec transport: but we can eassily, and without any/disagreement,
find $ll-mf@llion (inciudding some in foreign exchange) to streamiéﬁg
e ifn
our electoral system. The question is: should there be 2 choice ebwtee
spending on
/8streamlining our electoral system or seeing a whole generation of
our children being given adequate minimum nourishment? If we look
ten or fifteen years down the road what kind of people, what kind of
citizess and performers and producers, will this now under-nourished
who grew up
generation of children grow up into? Will people/stunted in body
end mind because oﬁéross undernourishment be able to create that
society of justice and equity and humah rights of which there is so
much chat? I would prefer there to be no choice becsuse I want both
e good eliectoral system and our children properly fed: but if there
has to be a choice then see our children fed. DBut, depressingly, this
nave
does not seem tq/poséhany moral problems for many of those who held
forth this weekend. And finally end briefly, there sre two new develo}
ments on the ¥iddle Iast to watch closely. This weekend the United
States for the first time supported & United Nations vote o7gensure
against Israel for her policy of building Jewish settlementa in
occupied Aradb territory. And, secondly, France% President Giscemd
d'Estaing signalled e change in Middle Eest policy. From here on,
France will aupp%rt the right of Palestinians to full self-determin-
WO

ation. These are/important policy saifts which are bound to heve
mpfound effects on both Israel and the wider Middle Eest. Goodnight
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Good evening: Yet one more Embessy has been seized and its occupants
held hostage. So the age~-old convention that foreign embassies in eny
country are not to be violated in any way, hes once again been abused.
/nd each time & convention is abused, it mekes it easier for the
next time and the next. The idea of a foreign embassy being seen as
part of the sovereign territory of the cougtry it represents, and
being universally respedted es such, has been slowly dying ever
since the uphesvals of the 1960s, But it was in tne 1970s, end
culminating with the seizure of the American enbassy in Iran, tnat
this perticular metter reached its peak. And then, on January 3lst
of this year, the mounting wviolation of this age-old convention of
ipmuni ty even more
diplomatic/mmmmx%ty took & new and/Ammgmfax omimous twist when
members of Guatemale's security forces invaded the Spanish Embassy
in Guatamala City to flush out a group of Guatamalan pessnants who {
had seized the Spanish Embaessy in order to dramatise their griebvances.
Ihat invesion resulted in 39 people dying. The Spanish Government f
blamed Guatamala for the disaster and broke off diplomatic relatidna.’
Under diplomatic convention Guatamela's security forces had no buaineJ
to enter the Spenish Embassy, which is Spanish territory, unless ‘ )
they were invited. Thus, for the first time, the official forces of t
a government had violated the diplomatic immunity of a foreign mission
on its soil. Up to that point it had bteen rebels and revolutionaries

end so-called students who hed done the violating. In Guatamala City'v

it was the forces of the host government which did the violating.
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And one surprising thing was the comparatively calm reaction of

the international community to this violation. fou would have thought
thet because this violation was cerried out by the armed forces of

a country, ratiher than by & bunch ogjigvolutionariea, the U.N.
Security Council would want to deal with it, Anyway, the latest
Embassy to be seized wes that of the Dominican Republic in Bogota,
Colombia, The seizure took place on Wednesdey eand the leftwing group
involved is holding a number of diplomets, including the Americean
Ambassedor. They demand §l5-million in rasnsome and the release of

300 political prisoner, One interesting twist which is the talking
point in internationel diplomsztic circles, is the question of whether
the communist diplomats who went to the reception were tipped off.
Heports say the Soviet Ambeassador arrived end hended envelopes to

the drivers of the Czech, Hungarian &nd kumenian Ambassadors. These
people then stayed at the reception for some time, and then left,
And, say the reports, it was only when the American Ambassador
indicated that he was leaving, that the guerillas struck. So no
comnmunist diplomats are among the hostages., Were they tipped off to
leave early? And can any sort of issue be made out of it? It would
be interesting to see. In Iran, meanwhile, the hostages are in their
118th day of captivity without any sign of e quick end to their long
ordeal in sight, despite the fact that the Commission investigating
the crimes of the former Shah is now at work. Here again it is the
innocent who are suffering this cruel and unusual punishment for
someone else's crimes. And here at home the unforéunate business of

showing no respect for the other &geon's right to disagree continues.
ind have you noticed how it is\those who make most noise about ;freedom
(speech who are most abusive and nasty cherecter essassins when fhe

deal with people whose views theydo not like or disagree with? ee-
dom of speech is & two-way thing with respect for dissent atit heert.
Goodnighi
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Daily
Good evening: On the front-page of today's/ Gleaner there is a

news story headed: 'U.S. did not threaten Manley, says the Embassy',
And on the editorial page of yesterday's Daily News under the heading
'US gives Menley June deadline... Forget Cuba or Else..." there is
reproduced an article which appeared in the American paper "Newsday"
according to
on Jenuary 23rd, and which wmazxxwxixttsm the dateline was written and
dispathed from Kingston Jamaica by one Les Payne, If you have not
read that article I would strongly urge you to got hold of acopy of
yesterday's Daily/ﬁggsréad it very carefully. I would then urge you
in the Gleaner
to go back and read todey's statement/from the U.S. Embassy equally
carefully. And without wanting to tell you how to think and what to
think, some very interesting points do arise. For instance, Ieam mysel
rather intrigued at how long it has taken for this story which is
of obvious and grave importgnce to Jamaica, to come fully to the
surface of Jamaican political life. Much less important stories in
the foreign press about Jemaica have usually been blazoned on our
front pages or on our editorial pages: and the more bitterly they
attacked the government of Jamaica the bigger the headlines they
usually got, But this one was different. ‘'Newsday' is a very
respected and influential American paper and its story appeared on
January 23rd. Some Jemaican and American friends in New York and

elsewhere were sufficiently disturbed to phone me and write immediate-

ly they saw the story., I am sure this happened to other people here
too, particularly to people in the news media, So, based on past
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experience, I fully expected the ‘'newsday' article to appear in
bold dramatic form within deys: but nothing happen for nearly a
month, and then it appeered in dull grey headlines on page 12 of a
14 page paper on the 20th of this month, Now at last, more than a
month later, the storx/zispresented in a way which underscored its
real importance and compelled that statement from the U.S. Embassy,
So please read both the story and the statement very carefully and
decide for yourself how if really goes. I don't think, based on the
'Newsday' report that Mandey was 'threatened'; so thet careful denial
is sound., But there is no denial of the direct State Department quotes
or of the statement in the article, and I quote: "Besides, the United
States exerts great igfluence on the 1I.M.F. ena according to another
financial source, Washington is responding to Menley's oft-voiced
commitment to socialism". There is a clear suggestion here of =mm= a
link between IMF and Washington policy toward Manley. So, how politica.
is the IMF? And how real the acceptance that it is, and must be the
Jamaican people and only the Jamaican people who decide who will or
will not government? Ia there xmaXXy any resl differsnee between
straight
subverting the democratic ppocess by/brutel military force or by
clever and aecret/gzggzii;nn and psychological warfare? In short,
is there any real qualitative difference between the way the Soviets
end Americans deal with those whom they see as being in their backyard:
and being in their spheres of influence? Or is the difference only
in the methods they use to bring their so-called 'client states' to
heel? Does the one have any greater and any more real respect for

the sovereignty of small peoples than the other? Anyway, read and

then think it out for yourself. And,finally and briefly, if there is

to be a lifting of subsid%s on basic items then there must also be a

lifting ofq%éxes which were supposed to support those subsidig? Yor s
the govt to do one without the other is not to bear isz?hare. %%ﬁ%%lg)
2"
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Good evening: This week's visit to Jamaica by the head of the
Caribbean Department of the I.M.F., and the apparent understanding
reached between him and our own Minister of Finance, would suggest
that the IMF is no more anxious +to be rid of Jamaica than we in
Jamaica, or some of us, are to be rid of the I.M.F. A cereful
reading of the newsw reports would suggest that they are even prepared
to give way on that extra $50-million cut from the 1980/81 budget

on which the last engotiations broke down, And there seems to be a
new mood of concern and enquiry about how we are faring in our quest
to raise money from non-I.M.F., sources. So what is it that &s
responsible for this apparent softening of the previously tough I.M.F.
demands? I think there are several reasons or, if you prefer, several
pressure points, to which the I.M.F. seems to be responding. First,
and most important in an American election year, is the fact mf that
small but influential groups of Americans are expressing grave
concern about some of the methods of the I.M.F. in dealing with Third
World countries. And these groups are taking their concerns to the
American people who providel the taxes with which the U.,S. Government
acquired the shares which gives it the single strongest voice in
I.M.F. policy and decision making. Some of these people were shocked
and apalled when they satﬁthe text of that New Year's Day speech to

VV\’-DC\N‘*' 3" laam
the Diplomatic CorpsLPy President Julius Nyerere explaining why

Tanzania had fﬁected I.M.F. balance of payments support because of
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the conditions laid down. It was in that speech that Nyerere asked
the now famous two questions which have echoed round the world. "When
did the I.M.F. become xkm an International Ministry of Finance? When
did the nations agree to surrender their power of decision-making??
Nyerere could speak out as bluntly as this because he and his people
were prepared to face the consequences of doing without the I.M.F.
We in Jamaica we?e not prepared to face those consequences which is
why we surrendeﬁgéome of our power of decision-making in the first
and second I.M.F. agreements, both of which we finally failed, And
when, after this last failure, the Jamaican Government decided it
conditions and
could not continue giving in to the I.M.F./demands, and when it made
that the issue on which it would fight the election announced for
not later than this coming October, & new situation was created,
If the I.M.F. were made fﬁz}zlection issued, and if the governing
party were returﬁdto power on a platform of not persuing the I.M.F
path, the result would in fact be a repudiation of our present
traditional capitalist economic system. And the I.M.F. was not
prepared to stand by neutrally and risk this heppening., So it had
to come back, a little more flexibly, a little more willing to
accommodate, in order not to lose this particular ‘customer' to
another kind of'bank' and another kind of economic and political
rather simplistic
systemg. And this, in a way, endorses the/view of those who say
the I.M.F. uses its economic power to further political ends, I think
a more accurate discription would be to say the I.M.F. operates as
it does because of the ends it serves. And those ends are the protecy-
ion and preservation of worldwide private enterprise and the so-called
free market system. What that system does to the people of Jemaica
a the people o ud wdd
Lis not the I.M.F.'s business: that is or should be the business of

amd fipurle § the Hnd weld
the people of Jamaicaé. Goodnight,



\W// The Economics of Survival:
/%?/k Role of Trade Unionism in an economy under seige
, . A

/-
NEWS COMMENTALY
For broadcast on Monday
February 25, 1980, 6.10p.m
Good evening: Lete last week five of the island's major trade unions
wrote to the Prime Minister asking him to meet with them urgzkntly
to discuss the lay-off of workers in both the public and private
sectors, THe letter ssid the unions hed received lettersf from
employers indicating that the lay-offs could affeet thousands of
workers, and that some businesses may be closed. And this is what
the unions want to discuss usgently with the Prime Minister. So,
I.M.F. or no I.M.F. our besieged economy has now slowed down to the
many of those
point where/thexjmkxxaf workers who heve been employed up to now
are in denger of losing their Jjobs. And for them, as well as for those
who have Xaxx already lost their Jjobs, the critical question is: What
are we to do? And who is to do it? And how? And this one, like all
really important and hard questions, is not an easy one. So we tend
to talk around it, to skirt end evade it, and to make a lot of noise,
as if noise will make the problem somehow go away. But the problem
of unemployment is here, and, in an economy under seige it is going
to get worse and worse until we face it head-on. S0 let us ask bluntly
Whose problem is it? Up to now most of us heve behaved as though it
/W:g :ﬁg government's problem., The private sector has helped out by
creating a large number of jobs but at a very high cost in foreign

exchange. And one of the reasons for the current lay-off threat is

the fact that we do not have the necessary foreign exchange to pay
oin
for the raw material V0 keep the factories/ﬁiizﬁ which provide the

gaing Jjobs. That is one aspect. Another aspect is that the population
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hes been increasing yearg by year; and as the population grows so
the labour force, the people working or wanting work, grows. In
October of 1977, for instence, the labour force stood at just under
918,000: a year later, by Cctober 1978, 1t/zisjust under 950,000,
In one year, between October 1977 and October 1978, 32,000 more
people hed come on to the job market. And we did not create 32,000
new jobs in that year. As a matter of fact job opportunities contract-
ed by something of the order of over 12,000 over that period. But
there was anothe phenomenon at work as well., Those people who were
fortunate enough to have jobs, and especially those who were represent
ed by smmxmf the five trade unions who wrote to the Prime Minister,

or, rather, their unions,
were doing very niwvely, thank you. They/fought for and won higher

etn @ fi gernemy dacli
wages and better fringe benefitﬁ: And they did not seem too concerned
about the wages and conditions of the overwhelming majority of workers
who were not unionided and who had to somehow survive on th%national
minimum wage or less. And they certainly did not seem concerned about
that roughly one~third of the labour force that was unemployed.
Certainly I have not hesrd of any of our big unions calling for the
cutting out of overtime to create a few more jobs for those who had
wage and fringe

no job; or reducing a/claim to ensure that nobody gets laid off, It
seems that all they are concerned about is teking care of their fully
paid up members, and that's it. The question is: Cen this kind of
trade unionism continue and flourish in economies that are under
seige? This is a question that the entire labour and trade union
movement, worldwide, is going to have to face as the world economy
shrinks and changes, The lay-offs and threats of lay-offs end close
downs are not just a Jamaican thing. It is happening all over Europe

and even in rich North America. Unless it changes and becomes more

socielly responsible, more concerned with the interests o orkers
not jus{ mzmg:rg, the union movement mey sh%;vei fnto frefe%&&og kgre

the new economic situation now unfolding. Goodnight.
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NEWS GOIHEﬁTARR}X

For broadcast on Friday

February 22, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: This week's visit to Jamaica by the head of the
Caribbean Department of the I.M.F., and the apparent understanding
reached between him and our own Minister of Finance, would suggest
that the IMF is no more anxious to be rid of Jamaica than we in
Jameica, or some of us, are to be rid of the I.M.F. A cereful
reading of the neww reports would suggest that they are even prepared
to give way on that extra §50-million cut from the 1980/81 budget

on which the last engotiations broke down. And there seems to be a
new mood of concern and enquiry about how we are faring in our quest
to raise money from non-I.M.F. sources., So what is it that ds
responsible for this apparent softening of the previously tough I.M.F.
demands? I think there are several reasons or, if you prefer, several
pressure points, to which the I.M.,F, seems to be responding. First,
and most important in an American election year, is the fact mf that
small but influentiel groups of Americans are expressing grave
concern about some of the methods of the I.M.F. in dealing with Third
World countries., /nd these groups are taking their concerns to the
American people who providel the taxes with which the U.S. Government
acquired the shares which gives it the single strongest voice in
I.M.F, policy and decision meking. Some of these people were shocked
and apalled whep they saw the text of that New Year's Day speech to

m Dov-es- /m
the Diplomatic Corps(by President Julius Nyerere explaining why

Tenzania had rﬁected I.M.F. balance of payments support because of
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the conditions laid down. It was in that speech that Nyerere asked
the now femous two questions which have echoed round the world. "When
did the I.M,F. become xthkm an Internationel Ministry of Finance? When
did the nations agree to surrender their power of decision-making??
Nyerere could speak out as bluntly as this because he and his people
were prepared to face the consequences of doing without the I.M.F.
We in Jamaica were not prepared to face those consequences which is
why we surrendeﬂﬁéome of our power of decision-making in the first
end second I.M.F. agreements, both of which we finally failed. And
when, after this lest failure, the Jameican Government decided it
conditions and
could not continue giving in to the I.M.F./demands, snd when it made
that the issue on which it would fight the election announced for
not later than this coming October, & new situation was created,
If the I.M.F, were made fﬁi}gloction issued, and if the governing
party were returﬁdto power on a platform of not persuing the I.M.F
path, the result would in fact be a repudiation of our present
traditional capitalist economic system, And the I.M.F. was not
prepared to stand by neutrally and risk this happening., So it had
to come back, a little more flexibly, & little more willing to
accommodate, in order not to lose this particular 'customer' to
another kind of'bank' and another kind of economic and political
rather simplistic
systemg. And this, in a way, endorses the/view of those who say
the I.M.F. uses its economic power to further political ends, I think
& more accurate discription would be to say the I.M.F. operates as
it does because of the ends it serves., And those ends are the protecy-
ion and preservation of worldwide private enterprise and the so-called
free marke system. What that system does to the people of Jemaica
is not ZﬁL M. F.'s business. that is or should be the business of

eeple § o NRnd Ldd.
the people of Jemaicaﬁ Goodnight.
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L/%;?' Ash Wednesdey, 1980

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broesdcast on Yednesday
Pebruary 20, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: This first Ash Wednesday of the decade of the 1980s,
and some of the events taking place all about us in the world, should
remind us that in early Christian times the first day of Lent was a
day of repentance and & reminder of the mortality of man, In those
early days when the priest sprinkled ash on the heads of the penitents
he seid: "Hemember, man, that thou art dust and to dust thou shelt
return". Hemember man...And in Southern Caelifornia right now, in
afluent
one of the most/axxfmmmi areas in the mes$t affluent society in the
world, storms and floods and landslides are doing terrible damage
right now, Esrlier today a partiai count showed that over 4,000
Bouthern Californian families hed hed to evacuate tuaeir homes; that
more than 10C,C00 homes were without lignt and power; taet—the—demth
todti=stoed—81 277 that the preliminery estimate of the cost of 21l
this damage wes in the regiocn of $300-million; and that up to early
this morning some 27 people nad died, It is & terrible and painful
reminder of our mortality, no matter vig and rich and powerful or
how small and poor and week, And have you noticed nhow oftem this
kind of naturel disaster which reduces mgn to his proper size and
plece in neture igkxa/;;:z:saround the start of the lLenten season?
Perhaps it is just coincidence; but then again, perhaps it is a
pointed reminder to pompous, self-important, ego-riddled men to

remember that 'thou ert dust and to dust &cu shelt return' and

without being able to take thet fine house or that fancy car or that
doubtfully-obtained fortune with you. So on this first Lenten day of
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what looks like being the very turbulent decade of the 1980s,

remember, man, And I wonder whether President Casrter remembered

that February 20th this year would fall on Ash Wednesday when he

set today a&s the deadline for the Russians to pull out of Afghanistan
moving or

or risk the/cancellation or postponement or boycott of the Moscow

Olympics later this year. Anywhy, the day has come; the Russians

ere still in Afghanistan; the Olympics ere going tc take place in

NMoscow and on time; the one remaining pecint now is to see who boy-

cotts and what heppens tc the Olympicw afterwards, And today, too,

Iren formelly epproved the names of those who will sit on the United

Netions-sponored International Commission which will investigate

the criminal cherges brought by the goverament and people of Iren

against the former Shah es wellcggﬁigzinat the United States for

its role in Iranian affairs during the rule c¢f the Shah, By coupling

charges against the United States with their eaccusations against the

Shah the Iranians seem bent on re-opening the events of 1952 and 1953

when the CIA stage-mansged the coup which overthrew the’democratieally

elected government of Mohemmed Mossadegh, allegedly because he was

"a communist-aesociated® leader, and replaced him with the pro-Western

Sheh. Mr, Certer has now come arcund to eccepting the setting up of

Investigating

the/Commission before the reiease of the American hostages; but he

says he is not prepared to accept bleme or apcliogise for what happened

in the past. Still, there was a time when he said there could be no

enquiry till the hostages were released, He has changed his mind on

that; he may chenge his mind on other things too, especiallyas the

cherges against the CIA have in fect been confirmed by a Committee of

the United States Senate itself., And here at home 1t seems that we

or some of us, are at last beginning to come to terms with the reality

of our situastion and the fact that we, and nobody else, no foraégn
suger daddy, will heve to deal with our problems. Goodnight



. —~ , Elections, Talk of Elections &
;T:///)/ Consequences of Elections.

"'\/ 3

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
February 18, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Elections, talk of elections, and the consequences
flowing from elections, dominated the weekend news both here at
Voters

home and in many other parts of the world, ZXmapxs in Canada and
in the Caribbean island of St, Kitts went to the polls earlier today.
And in the Ceribbean island of Puerto Rico Mr. George Bush, a former

yesterday
Director of the America Central Intelligence Agency, the CIA,/won
the Republican Party's Fresidential Primery election. This win gives
Mr. Bush all fourteen of the island's delegates who will go to the
nationel Kepublican Convention in July at which the Republican
candidate for the Presidency will be chosen. The odd thing about this
one is that although Puerto Ricans can vote in the party primeries,
they cannot vote in the actual Presidential elections, they cannot

directly as do other Americans
vote/to elect the President himself. This is part of the ambiguity
of the Puerto Ricen relationship with the United States, part of
ironically,
the so-called Puerto Rican Model. But/the deciwmive win by Mr. Bush
in the Puerto Rican primery now makes him the leading Republican
candidate for the nomination. Further afield, in Rhodesia, the
electioneering is becoming increasing ly more violent and is also
assuming some cherscteristics which are very familiar to us. Yesterday
there was the startling news that four bleck parties, one o%them
to form

that of Mr. Joshua Nkomo, had agreed on the need/afxa a government

of Netional Unity if no one party won a clear working majority. And

this, according to the wire service reports, was the emerging of an



anti-Robert Mugabe coalition of moderateg blacks that would have
the support of the British Government, the Rhodesian whites and,
by implication, the white South Africans. And then, in the early
hours of this morning we had the report out of Bulawayo that Joshua
Nkomo had arrived at no such agreement, Other aspects of the attempt
to pin all the blame for the violence on Mugabe and his supporters
came to light when the car in which two black security force officers
were travelling blew up shortly after one church had been bombed and
bombs were discovered in another. The very strong suspicion was that
the security forces were planting the bombs and the 1literature to
implicate Mugabe, Shades of harming your own side to put the blame
on the other! Shadew of spreading fear and confusion! These things
do not heppen only in Jemeica. The so-called 'moderates' conniving
ageinst the so-called 'radicals' is not an exclusively Jamaicen thing,
And still further afield, India's Mrs, Indira Gandhi yesterday
dismissed nine state governments and placed their administrations
under direct Central Government control until fresh state elections
opposition
can be held., There was an immediste/uproar and cherges of dictatorship
and authorigarian rule. The rudb is that this was exactly what the
Janata government of the Old mgg;after they had defeated Mrs. Gandhi
in 1977. They dimissed nine state governments which supported Mrs,
Gendhi and gave precisely the same reason she gave yesterday: that
in the light of the election result those stategovernments no longer
reflected the wishes of the people. Sauce for the goose - sauce for
the gander. And perhaps a lesson for our own electioneering politician

6ne serious woRry about our cempaigning is the unfortunate tendency

to drag in and name foreign countries, No matter which party wins,
Jemaica will still have to do business With all the countries of fhe

world — communid$ and non-communist - so cut out the naming dnd tracig
nlenas. for Jamaica's sake. Goodnight.



The B.O.dJ. Strike:
a) the rule of law
b) the fringe benefit issue

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcast on Friday
February 15, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: There are at least two key aspects to the strike

which has brought the operations of the Bank of Jamaica to a halt.

First, there is the comparatively straightforwerd aspect that the

Bank of Jamaica is an Essential Service, and as such, for the workers

to strike in the way in which they have done is to break the Essential

Services Laew, And when any individual, or any group of individuals,
risk faeing

break the law for whatever reason, they/fame the penalties of the

law, ©So, as in the case of the strike of Jamaica Public Service

Compeny supervisors just about a month ago, we must expect the law

to take its course without fear or favour., The fact that one of

the 'big' unions is involved in this case as against a 'small' union

in the case of the JPS supervisors, should make absolutely no differen:
b o We either

as far as the rule of law is concerned.
enforce the Xaw Essential Services Law, or we scrap the law altogéther.
To have a law and to allow it to be flouted with impunity is worse
than having no lew at all because it invites an attitude of contempt
for the concept of the rule of law itself., That is the first and
comparatégg%gcgfiaéggtforward aspect of this BOJ matter. The second
end much more/complex aspect is the whole fringe benefit business.

In one of their 'shows of strength' for the television camera some
workers taked about two very high-priced cars being bought for the

use of top bank executives, And, like it or not, it i anraygument
that has a valid point, If this kind of money can be[spent?Zn one car
for the use of one individuel, and it wijy; °® maintained and kept in



full amount of
fuel for that individual, then the/money they demand for uniforms

must also be found., Tge logie behind this is the argument of equity

:i:in all its mcral and social force and implications, The top brass

in most public and private enterprises

/ get some of their psy in the form of housing allowances, in the form

of free and maintained cars, in the form of entertainment allowances.

And mostly they pay no taxes on these fringe benefits, In contrast

the workers at the lower levels have to pay taxes on every single
XxXx&.Housing Trust & Socisl Secur

cent they earn, usually by way of thkx P.A.Y.E.,/deduction§at source.

a worker his

And when/yam lools at the very little in/ymmx own hand and contrasts

it with what looks like the over-abundance in the other man's hand,

a bitter and angry sense of being wronged comes easily. And so we

have the often apparently ‘irresponsible’ and'oﬁtrageous' demands

and behaviour, The hard truth is that if we do not face up to

some of the problems and questions raised by this business of perks

and fringe benefits we may be in for & deal more unnecessary labour

unrest and conflict in the difficult months ahead, If we run out of

names for the fringes we demand in hope of increasing our take-home

pay we may end up with a whole series of 'no-name' fringe benefits.

It seems to me that one of the things our tax authorities should do

is to give the kind :;7reliefs that would eliminate the very high

level of avoidence by way of perks. They could do this by putting

a tax-free money value on particular skills and particular posfitions

and then not allowing any perkp to go with the skill or position,

We then all have to find and pay for our own transport, pay for our

own housing, and pay for our own enterteinment. We would all be

taxed in the same way. We would all meke the sasme sacrfices, The

differences in pay would be strictly on the job and its value and
usefulness, A sense of equity leads to less tension, less hostility.

Goodnight.



look at its implications for the

/ ’ The Albert Robinson Affeir: A preliminary
/// Democratic Process

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

February 13, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The Chief Justice of Jemaica, Mr,., Kenneth Smith, has

now presented his findings on the so-celled 'Spy Robinson Affair!'

matter

which was, you may remember, the first/ami he looked into in his

Enquiry into alleged Government corruption. It is a long report and

it is going to take some time to study in any sort of detaily so

any comment on the specific details of the matter must await such

a study., What we do know now is that the Chief Justice has found

that neither the Prime Minister nor kkaxfz members of the government

and the police used Albert Robinson corruptly. In other words, on

o
this perticular matter the allegations of government corrupt have
turned out, on the evidence, to be false. And while we await copies
on the Albert Robinson Affair

of the full report/and the possible serialisation of it in those

papers which at the time of the Enquiry served it up to us in daily
has a bearing

screaming headlines, there is an aspect of it which/%mmzkex on the

competitive

foundations of our system of/multi-party mmXtixpaxty government,

which we need to think and talk about. Do you remember those 45 days

between September 11 and December 7 of 19787 Do you remember the

mood that had been generated in much of the country? Do you remember

the steady daily diet of Albert Robinson that came at us from every

section of the news media, with one particular section of the print

media almost wanting to determine the outcome of the enquiry for us?

and instructive
I think it might be very useful/for some student doing a Mass Communi-

cation course at the university to do a study of the role of the
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media in the Albert Robinson Affair in the light of the findings

of Chief Justice Kenneth Smith. Please don't get me wrong. The
: seek out and
question is not whether the media should or should not/expose, as

forcefully and as dramatically as possible, any wrongdoing., Of
course it must do that. The real question is whether any news

medium, anywhere is the world, but especially in our kind of woxld
unsubstantiated
ubBedld use and manipulate/allegations +to achieve a particular end.
some American
The difference between the roles played by/journalists in the

Watergate business and the roles played by some of our journalists
in the Albert Robinson business is the difference between people

who build a case on painstakingly checked out fact and those who
half-truth
would use a quarter grain of/famz% to build a house of fiction. This

is why the judicial process vindlicated the Jjournalists in the case
of Watergate, and why the judiecial process repudiated the case made
by some of our journalists in the Albert Robinson affair. And then
there is the +time that was taken up, and the energy that was
dissipated and the moz;ggthat was spent, Cen Jamaica really afford
this kind of negative  and unproductive activity? If all the skill

ey
and drive and energf?and native cunning which went in to the making

of the Albert Robinson Affair had been put into urging people to
across party lines,
grow more food or work harder and co-operate more{ into helping to

end the nationsl confusion of that time, perhaps things would not

have been quite as bad as they now are. By dividing the house, by
beinf conned int%
/pouring so much time and thought and money into diverting the nation

from looking after its real hard problems we almost ensure our own
Wes that the motive behind it all? And remember

failure./ Aldx the Albert Robinson Affair is only one of =mmzk many
such time and energy and money-wasteing futilities. It is clear that
Jemaica's democracy can ill afford this and still grow and flourish

We must either all - PNP,JLP, no-P - stop underminin .
our d
or it will surely die. éoodﬁight ’ gfcracy



) Politics as usual - Jaumaica style

2) Wr, Carter's narrow win in Waine

3) Collapse of North-South Dislogue
/ / 4) Rhodesia: What if they kill Mugabe?

N”WS COoMM NTARY
For broedcast on lMonday
Pebruary 11, 1980, €.10p.m

Good evening: Here at home it has been a weekend of politics as
usual, Jamaica wtyle - which means an awful lot of verbal heat and
very little light. It seems almost as though the whole exercise is
designed by a sort of deliberate gentlemen's agreement to confuse

and mislead the Jemaican electorate utter}y. There is an outbreak

of political violence and hooliganism and immediately each side
accuses the other of either causing the violence or else of perpetrat-
ing/sgglence against itself in order to embarras the other, Neither
side investigaetes or awaits an investigation. Esch side seems hell-
bent on getting its bit of political gileage - no matter what the
cost. And this is no good, It is no good becaase it spreads fear
and confusion instead of spreading calm snd understanding. And it is
no good becsuse it shows a monumental contempt for the Jamaican
people and for the intelligence of the Jamaican people. It is up to
the Jamaican people to watech it all, and to judge it &ll, and to
quietly identify for themselves those who are the real instigators

of violence, and to take this into account when they come to cast
their votes, Westch closely, listen closely end you will know, And it
is only when the Jamaican people themselves finally meke up their
minds that they esre sick and tired of the politicelly inspired and
motivated violence and that they went an end to it, that it will stop.

Kemember, the peaceful ones are many and they are in all parties, and

the violent ones are a tiny handful &nd they too are in all parties.
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It is a2 failure of poliitical leadership and of our political system
thet the violent ones have not been driven cut of the parties, It
is 8 feilure of the Jamaigen society, of the Jamaican electorate,
that we have tolersted this ugly distructive political violence for
80 long. It is 2 betrayal of our democracy that some among us have
tried to manipulate it and expleoit it. For Jemaica's sake we must
stop it before it stops our democracy. And let us not be conned into
forgetting the issues., When they have done with either blaming or
defending the I.M.F., when they have done with blaming and denouncing
each other, what are their plans? What prokgrammes and policies do
they have to offer us? Saying take an alternative route is no programm
Seying confidence and better management is no programme., Let us hear
ebout tne positi;e progremmes S0 that we can judge them on their
merits and choose intelligently. And talking about choices, yesterday
U.S. Democratic Party caususes in the state of Maine turned out to be
a bit of a setback for President Carter even though he headed the poll
lir. Carter's 44% to Senator Kennedy's 39% gave him a much smaller
margin then had been priédicted: and Kennedy, for all the magic of the
name, is emerging &s a poor campaigner., The big questiog7¥s whe ther
bipartisan by

the massive/support for Mr. Certer stimulated/events in Iran and
Afghanistan, is starting to wane, If it is then the months shead could
turn herd and rocky for the President. On the Republican side Mr,
Ceorge Bush is the men to wetch. And on the wider scene the collapse
in New Delhi this weekend

/ of the North-South dialogue between the world's leading Western Powers
and Third World countries seeking more development aid is, I think,
bound to greatly influence the shape and direction taken by the Third

World in its search for answers to the twin problems of poverty end

under-development. The capitalist West may in fact heve written-off

its last ch e to iqééﬁpnce and perhaps guide that development.lfgd
finall en i Rhod sia if Robert Mugabe were killed?
2 A yn’m sujs Sebpen YA Goodnight.



1) Squaring Off: the threat of violence
2) Issues, Manifestoes, Cempaign Platforms
3) Foreign Lenders; Foreign Investors

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadceast on Friday
Pebruary 8, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: There were reports of gunfire near & political rally
and the police had to be rushed to the scene;
lest night{ there were reports of two stabbings;mxxxtx there were
reports of a much-used meain rosd being oiled: all depressingly
familiar reminders of campaign politicking, Jemaica style. The
political perties are only just starting to square off, and already
the threat of political violence has surfeced. This is ugly and
dangerous; it is totally undesireable; and it is totally unnecessary
if what we are about is really the genuinely free expressingof their
choice by the Jamaican people. Any choice which is made under threat
under bullying, under intimidation, or under the fear of these, is
not really a free choice. So let us stop the violence and the threat
of violence before they get out of hend, For violence and the use of
ars the threat of violence, and intimidation, 2re as much forms of
electoral malpractice as any bogus voting or ballot rigging. So it
is very little use our cleaning up the mechaniecs of the electoral
system if we leave the political muscle-men and bulI;-%gyg?threatening
and frightening and hurting people into either not voting at all or
else voting their way. There ere several things that can be done
about this., The most obvious is of course the adequate provision of
security at public meetings., It becomes more difficult when the

various parties meet at group and btranch levels, and it is a -+t this

point that the hit-and-run type of violence designed to intimidate

and discourage usuaslly takes place. If the opposing candidates in a

constituency are really against the use of violence they can usually
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influence the conduct and behaviour of their most se%: pessionate
activisss, The troubie is that more often than not the candidates see
axe themselves as the beneficiaries of a 'little’ bullying and pressux
and violence, and so they turn a blind eye or play the monkey who
'sees no evil, hears no evil and speaks no evil', I think in such
constituencies church and community leaders should insist on violence
free campaigning. The fear that a community might use its votes to
punish a candidate whose campaign is seen as being a violent one,
could go a very long way to tone down the impulse to violence., So
try it please. Let them know we want no political violence this time
around; let them know we sre prepared to use our votes to punish the
bullies and the

/ violent ones., I think they will get the message fast, Then there is
the business of issues, I think most Jamaican voters realise that
this is going to be 2 most critical election for their future. So it
is critically important for them to insist on knowing what kind of
future eacl of the parties would shape for them, if elected, Right
now they are all sort of dancing around each other looking for poimt-
scoring advantages., Each is trying to make the other show his hand
while keeping his own secret, We must insist that all hands are shown:
PNP, JLP and any other P - whether it campaigns overtly or covertly.

how those who

The Jameican people have the right to know/wmhaxmxihkmse are now
seeking to be entrusted with power will use that power. What ends will
they try to achieve? Whose interests will they serve? What are the
details, The decision on the I.M.F, waiver is due to be made on the
29th of this month., After that all parties should issue their camapign
manifestoes as quickly as possible. And let us never forget that

mfk v exeeplias,
[any foreign lender, no metter who, and any foreign investor, no matter
who, will lend or invest, first and foremost to make a profit %pﬂ&them
g »
selves, It is Jemaica and Jamaicans who muétfcarecﬁhe Jamaicaﬁifztereét

Ne adsdt Seec bkl Jo o féu L2 . " Goodnight



b I 1) The Holding Budget: Priorities
4 S 2) 'The Cold Wer: Iran, Afghanistan.
e \éf’ 3) Rhodesia: The Politicel KNumbers

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcast on Wednesday

Februery 6, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: In opening the debate on the RHevised Supplementary
Estimetes of the 1979/80 budget in Perliement yesterday Mr. Eric
Bell peinted a grim picture of Jemaica's economy under seige. Ve
all know the fscts, really, or at least, we are all aswere of the
besic nature of our problem. The trouble is it hes all become

and dulled

rather blurred/by our ongoing war of words. Perhaps Nr., Bell's
stark statement will sheke us into obsorbing the reality of our
problem and into really doing something about it instead of only
screaming and shouting at each other and blaming each other for it.
We fece a foreign exchenge crisis; we face a crisis of years of
negative growth in the economy in both the public and private
sectors; and we face & budgetary crisis, Look &t it any way you like;
blame it on whoever you like, on any combination of factors you like,
the besic problem still remains, And et the heart of our problem is
our failure to earn enough of the foreign exchange we need to pay

for ¢he things we import. And this is so because we have not produce
enough of the things we can export to ear;?;oreign exchange., And so
we have resorted to the dangerous business of trying to borrow our

,or the bulk of it,

troubles eway, If we hed used the borrowed money/to increase product-
ion and so earn more/izigignexchange it would not have been so bad.
But while we borrowed these huge sums of money our economy, in both
the public s#nd private sector, showed negéﬁve growth - which means

going beock instead of going forward., And the inevitable consequence

of this is cutbacks, shortages, unemployment - all the things we are
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simple
now feecing. That is the nature of our problem in straight/herd

economic terms, And the answer to it, in straight hard economic
terms, is fo work herd and to produce and to earn our troubles away,
But there is a political equation as well: who controls the economy
ultimately contro§:7;olitical power, And & key aspect of our problem
et the political level is zmixkazmxkasm the fact that the Jamsican
economy is the battlefield of that power struggle. And the new
priorities Nr. Bell snnounced yesterday may well intensify that power
struggle. Power struggles of different kinds dominate the/;zie:ost
sensitive and explosive sreas on the internation?l scene. In Iran the
tmerican hosteges are now in their 95th day of ceptivity and indicatid
ere that the United States is moving ceutiously toward accepting a
U.N.-sponsored internationasl enquiry on the crimes said to have been
committed by the former Shah anq/:g :2:r§::.§ole in Iren during the
long and often bloody reign of that tyrant, If sgreement is resched
on this, and provided the Ayatullah Khomeini says so, the hostages
may be released. I think it was after the Ayatullah denounced both
the Soviet Union and the United States with 2 fine and equal impertial
ity that the Americans decided this old man could not be manipulated
in the cold war and that this wasi the only way to gain the release
of the hostages. The Sovietsare digging in in Afghenistan and the
Americens are doing thexr best to build up in Pskistan., And in
Rhodesia there/ni:ul taxke & bitterly desperate and violent drive to
try end stop hobert Mugabe winning the elections which are now just
three weeks awey. The ganging-up tekes &ll shapes and forms. Ian

whi te
Smith end his/followers see Joshua Nkomo &s the lesser evil., Britein's

Lord Soames is doing everything to tilt things in fevour of Muzorewa.
The cateh is that Mugabe has the numbers, His people, the Shona,

m=ke up 80% of the people of Rhodesia; and they are behind him.,
Goodnight,



7/ /Menley on I.M.F., New Elections,
q// A Peth for the Future

W
NEWB COMMENTARY "
For broadcast on Monda
Februery 4, 1980, 6.10p.m
Good evening: New mational elections by October of this year;
no agreement with the I.M.F. negotiating team on the terms for a
waiver; and the need for thé nation to settle on the path along
which it wants to proceed and the economic strategy it wants to
persue for the future: these were the highpoints of the Prime
Minister's statement to the nation last night. And of course the
very first thing that this means is that between now and October -
the next nine months or so - are going to be intensely political
electioneering months., And when you consider the slready high/i:;:i
campaign
and almost endless/imxex of pertisan politics and electioneering to
which the society has been subjected since 1976, there is natural
concern that very littlie else beside politicking will go on between
now and October. And that pannot be good for any country facing the
kind of probiems end hardships we do. #Am#xxf Nine months of highpi tel
campeigning is, in any case, far too long for any battered eoonomy.
Apert from the United States, no other rich Western country, zax
does, or can afford to run that kind of long cempaign. Xmxaxx So it
is up to the Jemaican electorate to see to it that the political
parties -~ all of them - do not campaign in such a way as to run the
country any further intobthe ground., Indeed, it does not suit either
ecome

of our major parties to/kmhmxx%t the government of & country which
they themself have pushed deeper into division and grief than is

necessary., The need‘ég,ﬁﬁggre & proper electoral system makes it
J

essential to hold offiuntil Oc tober, Amd Tze breakdown of the talks
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between the government and the I.M.F. following on the recent
strident declerations of no-confidence in the government by the
private sector are obviously key factors in the decision to announce
the election this early. The decision not to accept the I.M.F.
demand for a $150-million (not §300-million) cutback on the hamzz
Recurrent side of the Budget at once meant that there would be no
I.M.F. loan drawdown for some time, This in turn meant that the
foreign exchange for raw mesterial and debt payments for which the
private sector has been clamouring will not be immediately forth-
coming, And the essentially political question which emergedf from
these two fectors was: How do we get out of this bind? And who decides
on and determines the strategy for getting us out of the trouble?
Does the I.M,F. make the decision? Does the private sector make the
decision? Does the J.L.P. make the decision? Or does the P.N.P.
make the decision? So the coming election will be an invitation
to the Jamaican electorate to settle these questions, DBut if the
Jamaican electorate is to settle these questions sensibly and wisely
amd un The malwts Aeat Tovm wleesl
then all the various groups who want to determine our economic and
social priorities for us must be called on to tell us just how and
by what sééps each sees us getting out of our troubles, Only the IMF
I think, does not have to do that, because it is not a Jamaican
institution., If the Jamaican private sector wants to decide the
economic
Jemaican/ and political future and to set out the path along which
its wants us to proceed then, like our major political parties, it too
must present its case to the Jamaican electorate., For whatever the
path which is chosen for the future, it is the ordinary Jemaican

who &are
people, the Jemaican electorate,/wkimkxizxgoing to have to walk that

path. Theirs is the biggest stake and therefore the biggest rask,
Sp they must question the options closely and carefully. Goodnight,



/ 1) No New Price Increases 'For some time'
/ Ci)/f/' 2) On Monitoring Prices & Supplies
( }

s

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
February 1, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: One significant omglission from most of the news
reports on Mr, William Isaacs' statement of last night postponing
new increases on basic food items, was the phrase 'for some time'.
These price increases were supposed to be announced by the Minister
this week, Instead, the Minister has put off these price increases
'for some time', And 'for some time' is obviously not the same as,
say, for a week or ten days, It is deliberately vague and elastic
and could stregjch into weeks or months, And I suspect it is deliber-
ately so in order to give no coqurt to the economic vultures and

to those who would meke a profiéTg; shortages and scarcity. So,

where they have perishable goods which were being held back in hopes
of making a 'killing', they ere going to have to bring out those
goods or risk losing heavily on them., So one of the consequences

we can expect is the re-appearance of those items which suddenly
vanish from s$he shelves when Mr., Isaacs made his original statement
about the coming increases, Sb‘Ihis should be a welcome little ease
on two counts for the hard-pressed Jamaican consumer: the prices

on basic foods will not go up for now, and what was hidden will be
brought out back into the light of day. And investigators of the
Prices Commimission, we are told, will be out in 'hoards' to see that
goods are out on the shelves and sold at the proper controlled prices,

The trouble here is that those so-called ‘hoaerds' are very few in

(9

number, and some among them are not all that concerned with(interests
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'of the communities they are supposed to serve., It seems to me that
the communities themselves are going to have to help in the monitor-
ing of priées and the flow of available basic food supplies., The
real question is how to get this monitoring started, Bawling about
overcharging
shortages and/mxgkxpxizes and hoarding is all very well: doing
something about the problem is what will finally bring it under
control, One idea is for that very organised and disciplined and
effective Committee of Women for Progress to concentrate iﬁ\attention‘
for a specified period on the working out of ways in which they and
others of like mind can help in setting up community monitoring
units to oversee prices and supplies, The basic structures are there
already, In rural communities the AReicultural society branch or
the local Jamal or the church group could be the centres out of
which such monitoring units operate, In our urban areas there are
even more organisations in place. So there would be no real problem
with structures., The real problem is to work out the details of
how these structures could be used to monitor prices and supplies
and to have some central point to which they could turn for guidance
and help. The Committee of Women for Progress have shown us what
they are capable of in their campaigns for paid maternity leave and
for a national school uniform at a sensible price, I think they
would s%%e the society well if they were to bring their drive and
energy and dedication to bear on the business of helping the society
to help itself to monitor the flow and prices of scarce basic food
and other items, For it is only when this society get down to the
working out of its
herd business of helping itself and/Eaxming its way/imxthkExwaxis
troubles, that we will overcome. And for that we are going to have
RERPXERRXRANRLXKXNRRER to replace aél the hot, chat and h4%1 QW promises

with just dealings as between and fair sharingof what Kii
there is, Goodnight



7 1) Petrol: Much Ado About Nothing
0{ ) 2) CopphmgwithhOur Shortoges

\ / m)\ 3) On Fecing the Fects
\\J/ \H \\

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
Jenuary 30, 1980, 6.10p.m
Good evening: At the start of this week we werce toid that the govern-
ment was about To bring in measures to 1limit and more sirictly control
tae ssle of petrol to motorists and othe peiroleum users, Some section:
of the news media seid that these measures were to come into force on
the 18t of next month, which is day after tomorrow. And, raturelly,
motorists and service station operators were concerned =nd, in some
cases, upset by some of the problems and bottienecks they saw
announced
impliiecit in some of the/prmpumai® measures, And so there was something
cf a hue and cry and even a reported run on some service stations in
5%, Catherine, In gtuer words, a community aliready disturbed and
the forecast
worried and harassed by shortages and gomsmmmenxsnt of shortages still
to come wes further agiltated - uvanecessarily this time, as it now
This morning
turns out,/ ETmutxmighy this station carried a2 story from the Ministry
no new regulations concerning
of lining wo say that/mmixsfxxhkmxassumresdxmsxgurss the supply and
sele of petrol would come into force until the Cabinet has taken a
aecisicn on the matter., Oo all those headlines, all those news storié
ail that disturbasnce and agitation was, for the preseni at least, much
ado about nothing, It seems Yo me that public figures, and particular-
ly Ministers of Government, should stop snd think before they chat.
lLet us have an end to these disturbing and unsettling announcements
until they have been properly thought through and have been approved.
No doubt some of tuese measures will come up in the not too distant
future; but we must hope that by then they will have been much more

careflully thought through and worked out+ What we must g13 understand
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is that going off at helf cock and shooting from the lip could turn
out to be Fxszt the worsé way of trying to cope with oud shortages.
And talking about coping with our shorteges, the idea of special
poclice protection for supermarkete is a wekomme ore. Such a force
and highly aggressive

will keep down the often well organised/higgler raids off supermarkets
where gooé® in short supply heve just come in, And if you have not
seen eny of these raids they ere, believﬁ? sceething to behold.
Put this is of course only one part of the problem, The other part of
the problem is to ensure that the goods which are in short supply and
which 2re under price contrel are mede availeble as widely and fairly
&s possible to the Jemeicen consumer, And as long es the higglers and
the profiteers can get their hends on these things 2nd sell them
freely and legelly on the roasdsides the ‘marryings' and the over-
cherging end the rip-offs will eontinue, I remember some time back
there wes talk c¢f amending the law so that ail gocds which are under
price control could only be sold legally by somebody who was licenced
to do so., If anybody who was not so licenced offered such price
controlled goods for sale the police coull seize the goods and arrest
the person, "What has heppened to this very gocd idee? I am sure that
if the law is amended in this way more besiec food will be avaiiable at
controlled prices, And finally end briefly, some people seem to be
angry with me/:;;ixﬁihl commentary of last week Monday dealing with
our foreign exchange problem, And yet eil I did wes tc lay out the

of Jamaicsa
figures that arz to be found in the Ecokomic end Soecizl Survey/for
1978 and the remarks made in the Survey about tae performence of the

menufacturing sector. It is the figures, not L, that show the negative

grewwh of that sector. And it is the figures which are obtainable fron

the Trade Administrators Dept. which shows Govt. Broviding $1,500-m
in foreign exchange on which the sector earned Yack $426-m over 7
years, So get angry and fight with the figures, please, not me. I
only made them public. Goodnigcht.



;)/C/ The Economics of Survival:
“Y Shortages, Profit Margins & the Mixed Economy
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
Jenuary 28, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The weekend report out of Ochogff Rios that the
Government is to bring in messures to restrict the sade of peirol
to not more than $20 worth a time providel the buyer has less than
a half-ful tank, to bring in the oddg-even system which was started
in Celifornia something over a yesr ago, and to further limiv opening
and closing hours of service stations, bYrings intc sharp focus
a number of issues that are bound to beecome more difficult and trying
as our crisis of shorieges deepens., fnd oune of the most difficult
cf the issues we are going to heve to face is how to sdapt and change
produce and
and re-order stiructures which were set up in the first place to/ handl
end distribute and kerket what was in sbuiddenee snu what was
comparatively cheap. When the large nunlter of petroleum service
stations came into being and were dotted all over the Jamaican land-
gcape, the cost of petroleum and petrcleun products was dirt cheap
and there was 88 much of it availsble 83 you could burn without
giving it 2 thought. And in order to ensure that you consumed and
burned alil the fuel you possibly could, motorcars and their parts
were @8l1 comparatively equally cheep. And those who privided the
service, the service station operators and gasclene reteilers, were
on to a goodé © was almost impossibie not Vo meke a very good income
from the running of a séyiue station, Aud sco we had more service

stations than were absolutely essential, or, to put it in its proper

economic context, we had as meny service stations as the consumers



could be coaxed or persuaded or conned intc supprtiisgg in the
interestgd of 'the freemarket system' and capitalist free enterprise,
And the free market sysPem and capitalist free enterprise are both
based on the abundant availability of chesp consumer goods and
services and on the hard competitive drive of those who sell these
goods and services for the highest possible profit, The dmiving
motive was profit and the only limit was what the racket coula stand,
what the consumer could be persuaded to pay and still feel good.
This weas 80, not only for our gas stations and those who scld the
cars which companies and individuals routinely changed once or twice
e yeer and which they charged to expenses for tax purposes, this was
80 in almost every walk of life. Our light and power company urged
us to consume as much energy as possible, and our importers helped
80
us to do/by bringing in all theeleetricasl gadgets you could imagine -
from the essential to the frivolous like the electrical egg timer and
the eiectrical toothbrush, Right up to the early seventies, the whole
and daylight e
drive was to consume, We shut out fresh air/and built homes and offi
and plazas and supermarkets
blocks/which ensured the messive use of esppliances and the massive
use of energy to drive those eppliances - all as part of the consumer-
ist free market drive for profits. And these structures and the driv-
ing motives which set them up ere still in place, And it is these
cheap :
seme structures which were created to market/abusdance and to gain
maximu: profit from it, which we are now calling on to conserve and
to ration and to hold back end to take smaller profits for the publie
good, The question is: Can these institutions, can these structure%
as they now are, ’
XurnxfromxiiExmaxkeXing switch to the effwient and economic¢ handling
for the public good
of scarcities and shortages/without themselves undergoing profound

shakeups end structurzl changes? -t seems that neither #ne governmanht
nor the private sector have so far faced up to this question, Goodnigft
And they are going to have to face it sooner rather than later,



7 The Economics of Survival:
‘ CL/Z%7 Community Monitoring of Price Movements
ol
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday
Jenuary 25, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: NMr. Williem Isaacs, the Minister of Industry and
Commerce,is expected to announce a new round of price increasesf in
the coming week, Most Jemaicans have been expecting something like
this following on the last OPEC oil price rise, When oil goes up,

the cost of energy goes up; end when energy goes up the cost of
driving the mechines that make things anq/:ﬁztproceas food and that
transport food and other goods all go up. And so the price has ig &£0
upe It is 2 painful business for the consumer, but it is unavoidﬁple
in today's world, What we can do about it, as consumers, is to ﬁ&&
and ensure that these price increases are as reasonable and as fai;\;

as possible. In the past when price increases had been necessary \
the whole burden of the price increase had generally been passed ogx

to the consumer, often with an increased margin fpr distributors Qp&
reatilers, Mr., Issacs is reported as saying that the whole burdenaof
angyggggease would not be placed on the consumer alone: each se&tdy
involved in the handling of the items concerned would be called on

to bear a fair share of the burden. Now, where items are under price
control it is comparatively easy to make sure that everybody, fﬁ?m
manufacturer down to consumer, bear their fair shere of any increased
cost, But where things are not under price control it is not so eégy.
And it is a sad and unfortunate fact, but a fact nontheless, that éﬁgre

\

are many among us who will, if they can get away with it, seize on

any price increase to 40 & rip-off job, Some time ago theee was
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talk of both importers and local manufacturers and ppocessors
putting reoommended/;:;:ii prices on the very large number of items
which we néed for common)Yy daily use and which are not under price
control . Unfortunately for the hard-pressed Jamaican conaumer this
excellent idea was never put into practice. And you know, and I know,
just how wildly the price on the same item can fluctuate from one
store to the other, The same pair of shoes of the same make can vary
in price from between $30 to $50, depending on where you buy it. And
the same sort of thing applies to clothing and household goods, JUst
last week I needJ%o unblock some drains, The seme one pound container
of caustic soda, made by the same local manufacturer was quoted to me
at $3.75 in one place, $2.80 in another, and $2.50 at a third, And
this is price madness of the kind that feeds an already bad inflation.
Ind it is pretty widespread., The question is: What can we do abougﬁ;t?
It seems to me that the first thing is for Mr, William Isaacs' 'ig\
Ministry to bring that idea about labelling out of the mothballs and
put it into prgctice. lLet us know the cost of manufacturing or
processing an item and give us a recommended price at which it should
be retailed. Or, if they are shy about telling us the cost of manufact
-uring and processing, at least give us a recommended retail price as
a guide, Once the consumers are given that they will have a guiding
tool with which to monitor price movements and so help to contain our
do Guoonemed Spologincic
gaelloping inflation, It is all very wellLto talk about consumer groups
and community councils and community enterprise organisations helping
to monitor prices. But how can they monitor what they do not know?

Most of us are not even sure what the latest prices of the controlled

items are., And all of us do not know what would be & reasonable and

recommended price to pay OR Scores of items not under price control

but which are basic for the business of reasonable living. So, give
us the tools and we will monitor price movements, Goodnight,.



1) Arming, instead of Feeding, the Third World
2) U.S. Presidential Politics

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broesdcast on Wednesday
Jﬁnu&ry 23, 1880’ 60100m0m0
Good evening: The Cold War between the United States and the Soviet
Uniecn is now at near maximum pitch, In persuit of its policy of
'punishing' the Soviet Union for its intervention in Afghanistan,
the United States has stopped the sale of grain to the Soviet Union,
hks put the Salt Two process into cold;storage, has mounted a
campaign to have the next Olyppic Gemes either moved from Moscow
or else postponed, and is about to supply Pakistan with $400-
million worth of military aid, It is also seeking military bases
in strategic points near the Persian Gulf and places like Kenya and
or most of
Somalia and Egypt end Israel have been mentioned. So we have all/the
and of presaures
elements mf that go ihto the making of the kind of war of nerves /
which is a desceribed as a Cold War., Short of actually turning it
into a 'Hot' shooting war, there is not very much more that the
! further Lo
United States can do to put/pressure on the Russians., And all the
indications are that the Russians are not about to bow to the pressur
and withdraw from Afghanistan, And so there is something of a stand-
off, And one of the problems for the Carter Administration right
now is that it does not want a stand-off, It wants action, it wants
momentum and it wants movement, In straight political terms - and
the Presidential election campaign begen in earmest this week - Mr.
Carter must make things happen or must appear to make things happen,

He must be seen to be the 'strong' leader, the man in control., This

was the image he projected in the early days of the hostage crisis



in Iran, His responses were measured and deliberate and the American
people generally approved of the various moves he made to try and

get the release of the hostages and to ensure their safety while in
captivity, But the hostages are still being held, and observers

were geginning to speculate on how long it would be before the
American people became impatient and demanded drastic action to

free the hostages. Indeed, political opponents who had not dared to

do so in the early days of the crisis, were beginning to criticise

the President's handling of the Iranian crisis, And then the events
of Afghanis#an ceme along. And ouvnce agein, as they usually do in

times of crisis, the American people rajlied around their President.
And again Mr, Carter made all the measured and masterful moves. But
it is very difficult to really ‘'punish' someone who is as strong as
you yourself are., And in raw military terms that is how it is between
the United States and the Soviet Union, So what is the likely outcome
of the present stand-off? One thing we can be sure of is an escalatio
in the arms race. The President has already asked Congress for more
money for arms, and he will‘get it. And the Soviet/igiizix will not

be slow to match any arms build up in the West with its own armad
build-up, Pekistan will gmxx in all probasblity get much more than
that $400-million of military aid because its ruler General Zia has
dismissed the amount as ‘'peanuts', not enough for restoring U.S.
'influence' in Central Asia., And as the Americens arm the Pakistanis
and the Chinese, the Soviets will arm their neighbours. And so,
instead of giving the Third World and its hungry peoples the food
they so desperately need, our two super powei's will compete in
offering them arms instead, It is very likely that if Mr., Carter

can keep up the momentum of this Cold War over the next eight months ¢

80 he
may be returned to the White House for a second term,Go dn
odnight



Our Foreign Exchenge Problems

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcest on Monday
January 21, 1980, 6.10p.m

S spelbdly
Gopd evening: A number of govegfnment missionslére, right now, in
various parts of the world trying to raise foreign exchange. And,
of course, any foreign exchange that these missions do raise will-
have to be paid back at some time or another, According to the
Economic and Social Survey of Jemaica, 1978, our Gross National
Debt at 31st, March 1978 stood at $1.,97-mxxixmnthousend miliion;
and there is a projection that it would rise fo $3.3-thousand gpillio:
for 1979. And over 42% of that is for extefﬁal borrowing, for the
borrowing of foreign exchange. And the servicing of the§¢ external
debts right now, cost us something of the order of 8240;million a
year and goes up with every penny wé borrow from abroad, And so
just servicing>6ﬁr foreign debts takes up'more‘?han one gquarter of
all the foreign exchange we earn from all our exports and from
tourism, So why are we going on borrowing all this foreign exchange,
and whefe does it go? We have to import all the o0il we use, and you
know what has been happing to the price of o0il. We also import all
the machinery and motor vehicles we use and the prices of these have
also_gone. And we import a certain amount of basic food, and the
prices of these have also gone up. And then there is the raw materia:
we have to import for the manufacturing sector. In 1978 we spent
roughly $200-million on Consumer Goods., But in the same year we
spent roughly $8788-million on Raw Materials, And if you take away
the roughly $300-million dollars for fuels you asre left with somethi:

of the order of $488-million worth of raw materials for &he manufaci



uring sector. The year before 1977, the figure for raw materials was $510-million
of which $223-million was for fuels and the rest, nearly $300-million was for the
manufacturing sector. Figures for last year, 1979, are not yet available but a
reasonable guess is that they were more than $300-million worth of foreign exchange.
And for this year, 1980, spokesmen for manufacturers have said that they must have
between $300-million and $500-million worth of foreign exchange in order to bring

in raw materials or else there would be massive lay-off and shutdowns. And a thing
many people do not seem to realise is that it is not the manufacturers who have to
find the foreign exchange. The Government has to find the foreign exchange for the
manufacturers and the manufacturers then pay the government in local Jamaican dollar.
So the Government's foreign exchange debt, or, rather that very big part of it which
goes into importing raw materials for the local manufacturing sector, is a debt the
whole nation takes on to support the operations of the private sector. And yet, for
all our giving the lion's share of our available foreign exchange for raw material
for the manufacturing sector, that sector has performed dismally. In 1974 it
showed negative growth of - 3.5%; in 1975 there was a small 2.4% growth; 1976 it

was minus - 5.1%; in 1977 - 9.6%; and in 1978 - 4.8%. The brutal fact is that since
1972 the Government of Jamaica has provided the Manufacturing Sector with a total

of $1,500-million worth of foreign exchange for raw materials and all that, that
sector has earned back for Jamaica over those 7 years was $426-million.

So while we mortaged the future of generations of Jamaicans to find the foreign
exchange to provide the raw material, the manufacturing sector has shown declining
production. The economic Surwvey say, and I quote "This decline of 4.8% (for 1978)
follows years of stagnation; beginning in 1973, and suggests that there has been
little change in the structure of this sector which is heavily dependent on

imported inputs while its earnings of foreign exchange have not been commensurate

1

with its use of these scarce resources.'" This is at the heart of our foreign

exchange problem. And we've got to face it. GOODNIGHT.



1) JPS Strike: What Now?
2) What's behind the ZILatest Flour Shortage?
Baker's Politics or National Politiecs?

NEWS COMMEN IARY
For brpadcast on Friday
Lecember 18, 1980, 6,10p.m

Good evening: ‘'A nation held to ransom' is how most of us described
that strike of Jsmaica Public Service Company supervisors which
and, indeed, domestic and social

brought much of the economic/life of this nation to a standstill
between Mondey and Wednesday evening of this week. If that descriptio!
is correet, and I think it is, then the settlement arrived at can
fairly be described as the paying of the ranscm in order to get our
light snd power restorad, Well, we have paid the ransom; we have
edpressed our shock and our outrage and our anger; light and power

Cound fore Slaled Thaonity af tEe §ip.S Co -
are back.[ So what next? 1Is that the end of it? Do we now behave
as thougn everything is settled? Will the promises,made in the heat
of our anger,that the law must teke its course be quietly forgotten?
We heve been this way before., Will we go this way again? Appeering
on television last night, the gentleman who called this strike did
not seem at 8ll really disturbed or upset by the terrible harm that
hed been done. Indeed, I for one got the impression of someone
unrepentently prepared to repeat the same crippling action if, in
his sole judgement, there was need for it. And will these supervisors
really refuse to obey an instruction from their employers to pass on |
their skills to others., Normally, if an employer gives an instruction
which is not outrageous and & worker refuses to obey, that worker

puts his job in jeopardy. So the question is: Which is more outrageous

for this nation to be permanently at the mercy of a handful of workersi

who have no compunction about plunging it into darkness? OF for the



nation to ensure its future light snd power by treining others on
whom it can fall back in the event of another attempt at holding

4 through its elected govt.
the nation to ransom? This nation, like every nation, has /both the

and usuelly unorganised
right and the responsibility to protect its large/magaxkty majority
from being abused end exploited by powerful well-organised minorities
who are prepared to abuse the nationel interest to gain their own ends
S0 let there be 2 beginning on firm action to protect the national
interest, Chat and tokenism are not enough., Next, end still on the
national interest but concerning our deily breed this time, what are
we to make of the information that by this time tomorrow more than
half the normal mEmdx flour needs of our baking industry for this
month will heve been met? I am told that we normally do reasonably
adequately with roughly 100,000 bags of beking flour a month., There-
fore, if half way through the month our bekeries have received roughly
helf that amount of flour, then we should not be anywhere near as
badly off for bread as we now seem to be. So what is going on? Is
some flour being held baeck? Are we once agein in the business of
sectionel interests being put above the national interest? My
information is that the pipeline had become completely dry over the
this month,

Christmes period. But since the first week of/axmamax Jenuary 4 to
be precise the Flour Mill hes been making regular deliveries: nearly
14,000 bags on Jenuery 4, neerly 22,000 bags on the~llth; and for
today there will be & total of 154,000 begs, 10,000 of which will
come through Jemaice Nutrition Heldings. So while there should be
some shortage here and there, there is no excuse and no justfication

for such reportedly vast numbers of people being completely without.

Are we into baker's polities, which is bad enough? Or, worse still,

and the shortage
is flour/mawxReIRZxRREE of flour now being used @8 part of our

national political power game? Goodnight,



The L=atest JPSCo. Strike:
A Nation 2t Rensom

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

January 16, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: And 1 hope the industriel madness which hes resulted
in this nation being plunged into a day and a night and a day of
almost total no electricity has now been resolved, ena that the
processes of restoring light and power ere now under way. But
whether this thing is or is ng%}fesolved, there ere some hard issues
and some hard questions that we all hsve to faces Wgen & netion of
over two million people can be held up to rensom in this almost
casuel and off-hand way by a trade union bargaining unit of roughly
two hiindred and fifty people in what hes been designated an essential
service, then we must ask: where are we going? /nd what are we about?
Who is responsible? Who is accountable? To whom should the Jemaican
people turn for protection from this kind of outrage? When poor
people's food ~ and Cod knows the cost of food is unbearably high

for most - is allowed to spoil, who is enswereble? Lost businesses
can claim some sort of insurance for damage and loss. The herd-pressed
Jeaumaican housewife and the army of low-paid workers cennot. Vho looks
after their interests? Who protects their interesjs? S0 where were
the elect of the people, what were they doing about protecting the
intercsts of the people between yesterday morning when light and
power first went off, 2nd last night when most of the nation was in
darkness., Leave the industrial dispute aspect of it 2side for the
moment, Yhy was not some sort of contingency plan to look after the

the wider
interests of/mammmmity community put in place so that the innocent

majority were not made the principal sufferers? This, after all, is

supposed to be an essential service which is regulated bv law. And



the only thing worse +than having no laws to regulate and Bnsure
civilised benaviour in public matters is to have such laws and to
allow them to be flouted with impunity. That is the road to the
breakdown and the ultimate collapse of the whole concept of thé rule
of law. And when the rule of law collapses the rule of the jungle,
the rule of 'Muscle', the rule of'might is right' tekes over. I think
that by not taking earliep action to protect this concept of the
rule of law and, thus, the interests of the wider Jeameican community,
the government is itself contributing to the brekdown of stability
of the likelihood
in the society. When the political Left warns/of what happened in
Bhile happening here, one wonders to what extent the vacillation of
this government in the exercise of the power and responsibility
entrusted to it is seen as a factor. Political vacuums, real or
apparent, nave a gway of inviting political adventurism: power
seekers of adl kinds and under all systems will always 'try a thing'
if they think they can get away with it. Which is why governments
which act with firmness are usually more stable. And there is no
incompatability bewween democracy and firm government based on the
rule of law, I uhink the government was wrong in not stepping in
swiftly to look after the interests of the over two million people
and left with loss and darkness
who were held mg to ransom/by the roughly 250 supervisory workers of

the Public Service company., Whatever the rights or the wrongs of any
dispute in any of our Essebkial Services the government ha a duty
and a responsibility o0 protect the interests of the wider Jamaican
community., If it does not do that then it is failing in that duty
and in that responsibility. This is & basic principle on which
this government as well as successive earlier governments have often

failed the Jamaican people, So let us heve firmness in protecting
the interests of the majority end the rule of law, Goodnight.



o The Weekend:
/ Ci;L/7 1) PNP, the Private Sector, the Economy
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Mondey
Jenuary 14, 1980, 6.1l0p.m
Good evening: It has again been a very turbulent political weekend,
both at home and abroad, And, &s is usual wher there is high political
turitulence, some of the more basic issues tend to get overshadowed by
the political fireworks. For instance I em very anxious to know
whet that Special PNP Delegate Conference decided ahout the shocking
end untenable situation in which T7lc out of every tex dollar now
gees on paying wages and salaries and other perks for our public
gservants, The brute fact is that this situation has to be fawved and
grappled with if we are to make any headway in coping with our harsh
economic problems, One way or another the ratio has to be changed:
that 71% of tax revenue going in wages has to be sczled down, And
there are two alternative ways of scaling it down. One,yofl increase
the productive performance of the public servant to the point where
produetion or the value of goods and services provided changes the
ratio; or, two, you change the ratio by cutting down the number of
dramatically
public servants. In other words, we either/increase productivity at
every level of the public service or else we lay-off. It has to be
one or the cther., To think we can get by without doing one or the
other is to fool ourselves and to court disaster., But somehow this
importeant issue hus been overshadowed, in the headlines at least, by
the politically more dramatic response tc the private sector's equally
pelitically drematic calls for & ‘government of national unity‘fofthe

best brains} and for the government to call 'free elections' before
the end of June this year - or else. And I suspect it is that 'or els
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the type of
that is most likely to provoke/outrage and anger which cut right

across partisan polities. Any group within this society is free to
cell for elections at eny time, That is part of the business of free-
domg of expression which is one of the fundamental rights enshrined
in the J=maican Constitution. What no group in the society:=no
political party, no trade union, no ecivic or business associaiton -~
has, is the right to bypass, or attempt to bypass, the Constitutional
and democratic processes of this society., The Constitution lays
down the processes and the timing for the calling of elections; the
Constitution sets a time limit beyond which no gevernment can continue
in office without violating that Constitutions And these are not
are not conditions which apply to some of us and not to others. The
Constitution makes no provision fer special rights and special powers
for speeial people or higher brains.sgi sincerely hope that the hot-
heads in the private sector - and there seemg to be proportionately as
as are I i corcy bofl
many/therexas/in the political parties - will think out earefully
the implications for themselves and their own Xmmxxitzxmxfuture of
any action which is seen by the majority of the Jemaican people as
being counter to the Jemaicen national interest and counter to the
high principles of the Jemaican Constitution, If they do not they may
end up doing griewvous harm to their own interests as a sector. And
on the international scene the crisis in Iran and the Soviet inter-
vention in K%hantitan, end the way in which the Non-Aligned Movement
has respoﬁxd to these two very complex and delicate power political
issues, was an interesting pointer to a future not controlled or
manipulated by Cold Werring super-powers. If you =mxxXX went to know

the real meaning of Non-alignment then follow closely the way in
which the overwhelming majority ©f Third World countries deal with

'K)«ic."';"’sb /
these two issues, and refuse to be manipulated by either éidewj g

Goodnight



y 2

/ Z,L =
o i

|7/
(v_jﬁéﬁ' The Economics of Survival:
>4 The Politices of Penic

//

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Friday
Januery 11, 1980, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The economic hard times are starting to bite bitterly
in many cases, though even now there are some who are doing very
nicely, thank you. And in spite of the threat of more hardships
ahead; of more shortages, and o??igemployment, some among us are
s8till pleying the political power game to the hilt, There is a
power geme going on in the labour movement, with the situation at
the railway being a classic example of people on 2 sinking ship
battling it out to decide who will be the top dog as the ship goes
down, And if the union leaders do not come to their sense about the
Impect Programme, they may very well ensure the scrapping of that
programme which will only further swell the ranks of the unemployed.
It seems that we have forgotten that the Impect Programme was started
in the first place as essentially a social programme %g}gase unemploy-
ment, If'We are now institutionalising it as a unionised and largely
unproductive branch of the civil service then we asre really inviting
disaster. How can it benefit either the impesct workers or the trade
mavememl’
union# to have this programme shut down becsuse the government cannot
meet their’aemands? A few years back we near-killed the building
industry because of outrageous union demands and equally outrageous
erbitration
/ xmkmmx awards, Heve we really learnt nothing from this? Are we
learning nothing from the lay-offs and the threats of &ay-offs that
ere all about us? And then there is the politics of panic which is
now being played to the hilt by some employer groups., When somebody

tells you that even if we could order raw material tomorrow it is

still too late, what sre they reelly saying? What are they saying
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what are they trying to achieve when they pose our very hard foreign
exchange problems in terms of 'Should people eat, or should we pay
: are the manufacturersmikiy
ouss foreign debts'? If it really is too late, then what/xz all the
fuss about? And you know, and I know, that if you have the land and
if you have the will to work the land, then people can and will eat
and we can still pay our foreign debts., ©So these extreme options
extreme
are false, really. And I think those who pose them in these/terms
know they are false., The thing about panic, the thing about the
politics of panic, is that it frightems people into being irrational
and behaving irmetionally. When people are frightened they stop
thinking calmly. And when the fear is stepped up to the point of
panic people can become totall}y unreasonable, And people who are
influenced
frightened into a state of unreasonableness are much more easily/ and
manipulated and used and'steered'in the direction the manipulators
want them to go. The story of mankind is riddled with the use of the
politics of panic to foment race hatred, The Jews in Hitlerss Germany
is one example; colour prejudice is another; the fear of ideas -
whe ther capitalist or communist, or Christian or Muslim - is another.
And people like Hitler and Mussolini were past masters at it., But
they were not the only ones and tney were part of a long history of
men who used the politics of panic to manipulate power, The opposite
to this was the great American President Franklin Roosevelt who in
America's darkest days of the Great Depression when American self-
confidence was at its lowest ebb told his people 'We have nothing to
fear except fear itself', Fear, blind, unreasoning fear can be a

terribie weapon with which to undermine the self-confidence of a

people so that they come to believe that everything is hopeless and

the only way is to put their power into the impastial hands of super-
ior breins,The fact is the peopke can overcome their problems without
giving up their power.But they ere going to have drivektheirﬁ&gaggis.

e lvoc R



The Economics of Survival:
A Nation of Higglers &
Screwdriver Operators

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

Jenuary 9, 1980, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The question is: Cen a Third World country which
functions essentially as a nation of higglers and screwdriver
operators, survive in Goday's harsh economic climate? If you 1look

at what goes on in Jemaica today it is very hard to escape the strong
impression that there are many people who still feel that we can get
by on that besis, Consider some of the facts. The price of petrol
goes up and the men in the middle demand an improvement in their
margin, Shocking cooking gas increases are sneaked on us without
explaenation or justification =and our almost automatic reaction

based on pest experéénce of being taken by the middlemen is to look
for the hidden rip~off, We accept as a fact of life the reality of
the higgler mentality translated into apparently high-class and
sophistiécated business prectice. lLet me try and drematise our problem
with\I sew yesterday and which I am sure people iiving in our main
towns see every day, in one form or another. It was outside a super-
market and a man was sitting near the door with a little box turned i
into a table in front of him. On the box he had four packs of 20s

of & well known brand of cigarettes, and he was selling the cigarettes
one-one at ten cents each, He was a big and strapping and strong man;
the kind who in other circumstances would be a robust productive
worker, And he knew and admitted that he was ripping-off the public.
But his justificetion was that he himself was the victim of massive
rip-offs in food, clothing, shélter, fuel, everything. Everybody,

or almost everybody, invests a dollar buying something and sells it

for $2 or more, depending on what the T8Cket can take+ The big shops
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end the little shops do it just as much as the higglers on the
sidewalks do it. And wiigfgo:g:rable exveptiod% our merchants and
manufacturérs do it too. You may recall Mr., Shearer recentlytalk-
ing about the staggering price differential on the same item sold
in New York or Toronto compasred with the price for it here. And it
usually
is not/those who produce the item, if it is produced or put togefher
locally, who get the biggest share of the inflated price., It is
usually the middle man or woman, the higgler big or small, And so it
ends up being more profitable to be & higgler then it is to be a
producer. You do not sweat to produce; you take little or no risks;
and when somebody else has done the producing and the teking of the
risk, you come in as the middle man and cream off the best, And you
flourish Dbest in conditions of shortages and wscarcity. The screw-
drivering aspect is a variation on the higgler mentality, more
sophisticated and more high-toned but of the same basic origins, The
are justified
‘factories' which/pxmxkim by the fact that they provide jobs are
usually net consumers of foreign emchange and end up helping to get
us deeper and deeper into the foreign debt trap because they are
based on imported raw material, And when other people see this higgle:
mentality at work, and see how wonderfully it enriches and rewards
those who live by it, they say why not me. And the whole rotten thing
becomes catching., So while production declines workers' unions demand
more pay and perks, After all other people in other walks of life are
getting more for doing or producing less, so why not the workers? Why
shouldn't the Impect Programme workers demand the same rate increase

as civil servants? Who worries about whether they work or not uf

highly placed end highly peid people cen spend half the day leaning
on bars instead of shovels? The question is: Cen Jemaica survive as a

nation of higglers and screwdiver operators? Ine answer is up to
Jemaicans really, but first they mugt %ace the question. Goodnight,
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NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Mondey
Jenuery 7, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The weekend news has been rich, varied and, at times,
disturbing - bothat home and abroad, The two smpper-powers, the United
States and the Soviet Union, are now firmly locked into the new phaese
of their deadly chess geme of power with the nations of central Asia
and the Kiddle East as tiie letest pawns., And again, as so often in the
past, their power game is accompanied by 2 terrible flow of arms to
the pewns, And there never is any gaarantee that the arms will be
used only as the greet gxxmxx suppliers intended them to be, Remember
that Vietnam today is one of the best armed countries in the world
precisely becesuse the United States supplied mountains of arms to thos«
opposed to the people now in power in Vietnam, So we can fairly say
that the preemnt Vietnamese army is es strong and well-armed as it is
thanks to the arms supplied by the United States., This was of course
not the intention, but this is how it worked out. Similarly, those
sub-machine ~toting students holding those hosteges in Iran are

?:2 is the whole couhtry)
armed to the teeth/prefisely because the United States supplied all
those mountains of arms to the former Shah, The Soviets, too, have
had their share of this kind of experience in places like Egypt and
Somalia and elsewhere. The arms they supplied at times ended up being
used against the ceruses and interesss they favoured and at times againsf
their own people., President Caerter's reported decision to supply arms

to Pekistan as one of his reprissls against the Soviets for their
intervention

agxxar in Afrghanistan mey end up being as counter-productive of long-



term American self-interest maz as was the arming of South Vietnam

and of the former Shah of Iren. And the Pekistan dictator's hold on
power is nowhere near as firm as was the Shah's at one time. Certainly,
with Mrs, Indira Gandhi baek in power in India the Pskistan dictatorsh:
may have its hands full just surviving against popular pressures for
a return to democratic government. And what a rewdmnm Mrs, Gandhi has
achieved! Do yowy remember all those political obituaries carried by
the Western press a little over two years ago? The fall of a dictator;
denocracy saved; end of the worst corruption in India's political
history... and so on and so on? If it were up to the United States

and Britein end their EZuropean allies, Mrs, Gandhi would hav#no hope
of ever returning or being allowed to return to power; she would have
no hope if it were up to the Western news services, or the the multi-
nationel investors, or even up to India own business lesders, All
these had, for reasons of their own, written her off as the nearest
thing to the sister of the devil, But democracy, multi-party parliament
ary democracy is above everything else government by the freely express
ed amk choice of a majority of the people of a country. The Indian
people, not the special interest groups ogmégs foreign powers or the
media, rejected Mrs, Gandhi in 1977 and[returned her to power again
yesterday., The lesson in this for us and for the entire Third VWorld is
that the pebple must never allow themse%lqe to be conned or persuaded
or frightened into giving up this power[tg“;nybody else, Always, the
power to choose or to reject those who form the government must remain
in the hands of the people., So whenever you hear talk about coalitions

or about engrusting the solving of our problems to higher brains or

amd

impartial han ;Q?eck ¢3t whe ther you haveLor wili have any control
Mk ““"1‘*“ L

over these|peepie. f you cannot elect or reject them YOU heve no contr

Because things are[hard{it 1s/egw&er for peopie to use tempting promise

to rob you of this control., Wetch it., Jemaican democracy is st 3$a£$£d&



The Economics of Survival:
A Question of Attitudes

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broasdcast on Friday e
Jenuary 4, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The first effects mf for the New Year of cur continuing
inflation, with its consequences of rising prices and periodic shortege
is already being felt sharply at the end of the first week of 1880.
Becsuse of the sugar price increase the price of soft drinks and

syrup are both up and it is only a matter of time before prices go up
on all other sugar based products, The petrol increase is to come;

and the bakers are reportedly getting ready to press for bread price
increases., And of course, when petrol goes up, everything else that
is based on the use of petrol or of any other form of fuel oil, will
also g0 up. S0 the outlook, espeecially for the first quarter of this
year, is a grim one. Nothing new there: we all know this: we are all
gearing for it, VWhat I think we might usefully do in our preparing

for what lies ahead is to take a searching inward look at ourselves

as a soclety and at some prevailing attitudes mm which will have a
profound bearing on how we stand up to the problems and challenges of
the next few months, So let us look at a few hard practical realities
Basic items like flour, rice, cornmeal??gg§ be in short supply from
time to time. And when these things are in short supply the wholesale
distributors ration them out to the smaell shopkeepers who serve the
small towns end villeges and little hamlets up and down this island.
This rationing by the distributors is, generslly speaking, & good way

of making sure that what is available is shared as widely as possible.

What is not so goodAis the fact that these wholesale distributors use
the shortage as an excuse for 'marrying' say, a bag of rice, with a
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cathed
case of(fruit or carrot juice or with some syrup or whatever else

the distributor wants to sell off. Now, the small shopkeeper may
come from & poor district where the people cannot afford to buy
syrup or canned juices., But if that is the only way he can get his
bag of rice or cornmeal or flour or his case of soap, he must either
take the 'married' goods or return empty-handed to his community.
And if he, at the village or community level, tries to 'marry' the
pound or half pound of rice he sells with a2 ting of juice, the
community (of which he is an integral part) may turn on him in anger,
And so, right now, before the shertages are acute, there are little
village shops all over the country without rice or cornmeal or flour
or soap. And where they do buy the 'married' things and try to sell
cemmiSich
them in the seame way, the priceeLpeople pounce and we hear and read
those reports about small shopkeepers being fined., The 'marrging '
starts at the topf and I hope Mr. Williem Isaacs will stop it at the
top so that what is available can reach our village shops., Here the
problem is the attitudes of the big distributors, Then we have the
situation where the staffs of the supermarkets and other big retail
sere lem . dhot :
outlets first take for themselves all that they wan?ﬁ end then take
care of their spefial friends, and only then put wha; is left of soﬁe
scareedcommodity cut on the shel¥es for the rest of us to scramble
over, Often, a comparatively small staff will take for itself one-
quarter to one-third of some item in short supply while hundreds and
thousands of customers have to do without, This heppens mainly in the
supermarket chains where management is often remote. Owner-operated

supermarkets, like small family-run shops have a higher sense of

community responsibility about shering as equitably ps possible, I
think Mr, Is=sacs should persuad”su ermarket cheing éﬁ%‘allocate fixed

§Eqenlaggs,gf items in shorf SUBRIY £2ke"1l TA878%rr8BdEE %3R0S
we cope over the next three hard months, Goodnight,



[ j:}/fif)/{ The International Scene in 1980:
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NEWS COMMENIARY
For broesdcast on Wednesday
January 2, 1980, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The directions, the teends and the issues which are
likely to dominste the world political and economic scene in 1980
heve elready begun to teke shape. The Soviet intervention in
Afgh;nistan end the almost overhested reaction to it by the United
Stetes tells us very clearly that this is going to be & year of
heightened Tast-West tensions, a year of stepped-up Cold War politics,
Now, Afghanisten is literally at the other end of the earth in
relation to the United States., It is far up in lergely desolate

moun tainous country where the Hindu Xush moutains are over 20,000 feet
high and run almost the whole length of the country. It has no known
deposits of o0il but it does have deposits of gold, copper, lead, iron
and coal., It is not & rich or developed country. And the man whose
overthrow with the help of the Soviet Union sparked the present
uproar had himself overthrown ang?gilled the man who was there before
him., So this wes & coup to repiace a coup which replaced a previous
coup. And the Soviets had exerted some influence in both of the
enrlier coups. And each of these coups was allegedly leftist in
character, <o it is not = case of this latest coup overthrowing a
more democratic regime or an elected government, The big difference
this time around is the lerge-scale involvement of elements of the
Soviet axmy. And it is this open involvement of elements of the
Soviet army which hes provoked tiis strong Western protest, But we

say, last year, similar military intervention by the French in Africa

to prop up a regime in one cese and to support a coup in another, And

et Von il



neither the United States nor the other Western allies seemed at all
concerned or worked up about it, This is not to argue that because
the French did it in Africa it justifies the Russians doing it in
Afghenistean, It is simply to point out the monumental double stenderd
apparent
which is at work; end the fraudulence of some of the/high-minddd
protestations ebout territorial integrity and threats to peace. If
a thing is wrong, it is wrong no metter who does it. The moral
protestations are, in this sense, no more than a face-card behind
which 2 coid and calculated power game is at play. Location is import-
ant in understanding thati play. The Soviet Union has a long border wit
Aghanistan to the north, Pak§stan has an even longer border with it
to the south and east; and it is bordered by Iran toc the west. So it
is a country in €entral Asia which borders the volatile and explosive
hMiddle Kast., N.,A,T.0. hes just lost its bases in Iran. Turkey is in
turmoil and not{ much use as a N.A.1.0., ally right now. Turkey's
generalis have told its civiliian leaders to united to deel with its
serious problems or fsce a military coup. Saudi Arabia is just under-
going a shake-up among its military legders and nobody can as yet say
whal effecet this may have on the pro-Americen Saudi royal femily. And
as long as Iran can earn, as it now does, §1,000-million a week from
its o0oil, sanctions will hurt it less than sactions ever hurt Rhodesis
or South Africa. In all this, if Afghanistan and events there can be
used to at least try and stabilise the ‘estern position or, at worse
distract attention from American and Western setbscks in that pert of
the world, it would be a most useful politicel and diplometic power
play. Misery loves compeny end I am sure President Carter must be

relieved to have lir., Brezhnev join him as the second arch-villain

of & militant Islem, challenging Dboth Western capitalism and its

communist offpsring. So the cold war is on%zagg?ngictt of a three-side«
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