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122MAN committee ap-
pmnted to study standardisa-
tion of pan tuning, has recom-
merded a standardisation of
piteh for the steelband instru-
ment,

It said this was desirable |
technically possihle, and should
be attempted.

The commiitee. under the
chairmanship of Dr. Kenneth
Julien, Dean of the Faculty of
Engineering, UWI, also con-
sidered the gyestion of mater-
ial. note placement and range.

In its report released at
vesterdav’s closing session of |
the three dav Gowrnmeu'--
snonsored National Consulta- |
;' m on the Steelband, thei

mmittee recommended the[
Swmmoning of a conference of
all pan tuners, leading ar-
rangers, representatives of
hand leaders or manasers to
ex~hanae information and id-as
on note nlacoment and range
of the nan,

On tha hasis of disenesinng
the eommitiea susgested that
thev aoree to one or more ac-
eentabla nan decions to meet
the ragnirsmants dictated bv
historical infinence aecoustical |
quatities, ease of nlaving, and
ponularity with plavers. |

Very earlv in its delibera-
tions on Tuesdav, the Com-
mittee agreed that it was not
possible nor desirable to stan-
dardise in either the method
of tuning of the instrument.
or the complete musical
ounds of an instrument in a
ba

However, it found that cer- d

tain asvects of the making of
the instrument could be con-
sidered snitahle and desirahle
for standardication. Tt then
went on to dicense the dedree
to whirh standardisation could
ha imnlemented,

PAN FACTORY

Tt agreed that if a decision
could be arrived at on stan-
dardisation in the making of
the steelband instrument, then

Standard:s

| task at this

| practieal and

| variety

g 2
unanimous view that there
were seripus disadvantages in
attempting to standardise on
tone and in any case. this ap-
peared an impossible technical
moment.

The Committee therefore
agreed that it was both im-
undesirable to
attempt anv  standardisation
of tone and accondingly, makes

ne recommendation on this
asnect.
The Committee recognised

that, over the years, a wide
of drums had been
vaed with varving results. A
te pool of information and
exnerience now exists from
which  valuable information
about desirable qualities of
the material is available.

The Committee noted that
a local factory was now pro-
Aucing a standard type of
drum which had received
some accentance and rartainlv
in size of drum, the 45 gallom
drum was effectively the stan-
dard

th'T'Ile Committee further noted
at:

(i) One or two tuners had
successfully experimented with
a larger type of drums.

(ii) The Faculty of Engineer- |
ing had developed a different
approach {o the making of the
instrument which appeared
more suitable for factory pro-
duction.

(iii) Tobago had a special
problem related to the cost
and availability of drums.
(iv) Cheaper prices

rums may be
through wholesale buying and
distribution,

(v) There were dangers in
relying on a source of mater-
ial subjeet to changes im-
posed by buvers of drums,
other than tuners and bands.
The Committee agreed that
further research into the type
and sources of material should
be econtinued and that tuners
should be encouraged {o con-
tinue with their various experi-
ments,

obtained | quired

~ To this end,

ation of pitch

The Committtee noted that
in any event, if a factory was
contemplated, possible alterna-
tives of manufacture will have
to be closely studied.

Note placement and range
are so closely related that
they could he considered un-
der one head.

The Committee heard the
interesting historical develop-
ment of note placement and
surface design of the instru-
ment.

It recognised that in addition
to the influence of the pioneer
tuners and leading players,
the following factors plaved a
major part in the evolrtion of

the presently-accepted  de-
signs:—

(i) Acoustical  characteris-
tics.

(ii) Ease of playing,

(iii) General acceptance and

popularity of a particular
tuner.

CONCERTED EFFORT

It further recognised that a
substantial degree of stan-
dardisation had taken place
and that three or four design

ceptable, On this basis, the
Committee felt that standard-
isation of note placement and
range was desirable, was, in
fact, taking place and no ser-
ious obstacles stood in the
way of standardising on two
or three different styles.

It, however, recognised that
acceleration of this process re-
a co-operative and con-
certed effort among all tuners,
leading arrangers and repre-
sentatives of band leaders or
managers to0 exchange infor-
mafion, ideas and on that
basis, agree on one or more
acceptable  designs  which
would meet the requirements
as directed by:

(i) Historical influence,

(ii) Acoustical qualities.

(iii) Ease of playing.

W2 @W‘“’

agreed that Pan Trinbago with
the assistance of Sponsors,
Government  Agencies and
other interested parties ini-
tiate moves towards calling a
conference centred on the
tuners bhut with participation
by leading arrangers and rep-
resentatives of band leaders
and managers.

The Crxnmittee considered at
length the desirability of at-
tempting to establish faciory
production of steelband instru-
ments.

The Committee agreed that
there were strong enough indi-
cations of an atiractive market
to justifv additional efforts in
this project.

The Committee agreed that in
any such further considera-
tions, the following factors
should be included in addition
to those that are purely tech-
nical and economie facts:

(i) As many recognised
tuners who wish to be nvolved
should be given an adequate
opportunity fo be involved.

(iiv The existing income of
tuners should be thalanced

1 against the cost of factory vro- |

styles had become widely ac- duced instruments.

(iil) The professional life of
the tuners,
(vi) Provisions for develop-

facilities.

The Committee, therefore,
agreed that the Industrial
Development Corporation or
some such agency be asked to
undertake immediately a feasi-
bility study on the establish-
ment of a factory which will
have as its major products
steelband instruments and as-
sociated equipment,

The Committee further acreed
that such a study should he
carried out on a full-time pro-
fessional basis, utilising assist-
ance from the Faculty of

Engineermg. University r-[ [ the |

recommended

West Indies,

and emMph., Ang
where considered desirain?
tuners in a consultant vapact*x.
The Committee was of the view
that this was the only way in |
which the study could he cow-
pleted with the urgency that is
desirable,

Although not specifieally with-
in its Terms of Reference, {hir
Committee discussed:

(a) Further improvement and
development of the pan 2s aE
musieal instrument. i

(b) The question of recordinz |
of the steelband mugic as well |
as the production of recon’s on

S e R

& eommercial basis,

(¢) The question of having

{tuners specialise in particular
| pans as distinct from extendiu
itheir ahility over the eutite

range of pans.

{d) The question of establish.
ing a body of Professional |
Tuners, !

These are matters pot e ot
Iy with the Terms of
mittee but are brough
attention of the Cor
inasmuch as they aro
discussions on the |
| Refrrence and need .

| tention.
i

mental work and experimental |

i
1

(iv) Popularitv with plavers |

the Commitiee

meaninaful consideration could g

then be given to the factory
asnects.

According to the committee’s
reoort. the advantages of stan-
dardising on vitch were elab-
orated and discussed. !

Among the more striking
were:

(a) Facilitating the arrange-
ment of music for the steel-
band

‘h) Allowing easier relation-
shin and aceamnanving of con-
yentinnal inﬂmmnrﬁg_

(e} Drariding  an  interna-
tonal tink
Tha Camwmittes was  con-

vinand kv thaca aron=sante and |

prmnad ‘that ctgmdawdicatinn of |
piteh  wae Aocirahla  tashni. |
ca'lv naceihle and shauld be
attemntad

The Committee noted that if |
guch an attemnt was made, |
tmers shonld have access to |
the various electronic and
meﬁhamm! devices that cou1d.
as<ict in this process.

The Committee came to a ‘
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