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Report linking 
ex-PRG diplomat 

to fraud 
being studied 

ST. GEORGE'S, Nov. 30, (CANA) f 
. Grenada's interim administration is studying a 

confidential report alleging misappropriation by a 
diplomat ~ho served under the now deposed ' 
People's Revolutionary Government (PRG). -
. Well-placed sources said the report was pre­

pared by the Accountant-Gc;neral who was asked 
si~-months ago to visit several overseas missions to 
investigate their financial and administrative opera­
tions. 

The PRG, which came to power in the Com­
monwealth Caribbean's first military coup on 
March 13, 1979, was deposed by a left-wing 
military junta in October 1983 after which the U.S. 
)eg an invasion force including troops from several! 
Caribbean islands to restore order. 

Sources said that a case might be brought 
against a diplomat who is believed to have embez­
zled some 200,000 U.S. dollars. 
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_Grenada 
visited 

By C.S. Reid 
Grenada is beautiful. Though smaller tn 

size than our smallest parish (Hanover 177 sq. 
miles . Grenada 118) it boasts a variety of 
terrain and scenery so as to convey an impres­
sion of being a much larger country. Their 
mountains go up to 2,756 feet, and the hills 
are lush and green. T,hey produce many of the 
things that we do - yams, breadfruits, avo­
cados etc. They have ackee but do not eat it 
for fear of the poison. My_ Jamaican friend 
there is enjoying undisputed access to a very 
fine and fertile ackee tree! Nor is the island 
over-crowded (population 111,184). 

·To a stranger, the island did not give an 
impression of a place in distress. Truly, the roads 
arc terrible - their potholes arc far superior to 
ours, and the roads being narrower, require even 
more expcrr driving skills. On the other hand their 
drivers show much greater consideration for other 
road users, than we do here. 

But the people on the streets and in the shops 
were cheerful and courreous and ready to share a 
joke. Indeed, they reminded one very much of the 
best of rural Jamaica. Yer these people, so friendly 
and composed on the surface, are still living with 
traumatic memories, and underneath agonizing over 
the unccnainties of the future. 

Sad equation 
There are families still awaiting re-assurance 

that their family ho'me, arbiirarily taken over by 
the Bishop regime are now securely theirs. 

There are still families whose young men have 
never returned home after the upheavals of Sep­
tember to October, 1983. They have arrived at a 
sad equation: " Missing" means "Dead." 

On the other hand, my friend's young son still 
trembles at the sound of the odd bomb going off 
in the distance as he remembers the fateful days of 
the intervention, when aircraft flew low over their 
home and headed up the valley t0 let loose massive 
bombs which shattered the windows and shook the 
house tO its foundations, as they exploded on the 
encampment of Coard's and Austin 's men . The 
excitement of seeing real helicopter gunships and 
bombers going int0 action was nor enough tO 
balance the terror of the reality of war and its 
destruction! After a year, apan from the occasional 
left-over live bomb being exploded, the sounds of 
war have ceased. 

But people arc wary about the future. They 
speak of caches of arms still salted away in the 
hills, and of young men still not fully weaned of 
radical ways. 

e, e..c_, e, · l ct f 
Drastic change 

The Interim Government made up of d ' . • h d f . ' a 1stm-
g( urs e group o lnternarronal Civil Administrators 
most . of them Grenadians) has done a conscien­

rrous . and laudable . 106 of restoring to Grenada a 
funcrronm~ admrn1srrarion in the aft h f confl ·r I d . . . . ermat o 

rt • ear . crmcrsm to the effect that they did 
dot move suffrcrently decisively ro bring abo t 
rasrrc change rn cenain things and so to show in 

c ear terms that someone was i_n charge. But, as I 
:ay, they are consc1ent1ous crvtl servants and are 
ery conscious of their 106 description. 

They are nor asked tO go there and create 
drasrrc change. They were . asked to go and restore 
fovernmental order after the chaos which had been 

roughr <labour by, those who were hell-bent on 
crearrng rasuc change. 

And most specifically they were asked.. to make 
rteElecessary preparation for the holding of Gener­
a ecuons - a prrvrlege Grenadians have not had 
fhr _many years. In this latter respect they have done 
gerr work we_ll. - There were some rumbles in 

0
ctober when it . became necessary to dismiss the 

( ,hector of Elecuons because of non-performance 
~ atever may have been the reasons officiall 

~ven), but the ~ecessary ~ork w_as done in time fo~ 
f ommat1on Day, and the crucial elections called 
or tomorrow. 

Campaigns 
Peaceful election campaigns have been con­

ducted by the three major contesting parries: 

()) Sir Eric qairy's G.U.L.P., an attempt by the 
unredformed Garry to return Grenada to his old 

1
we1r ways: 

, (2) _Th~ mi~dle of the road New National Party 
a ~1"!•0 ~, AIISter Hughes reminded me "not a 

coalmon . of three former entities The 'National 
l>emocrat1c Party the Grenada D . , omocrauc 

ovement and Grenada National Party. 

1 (3) The rump of the exploded New Jewel 
ovement now renaf!Ied die Maurice Bishop 

Hnorrc Movement. 

Gaihry hopes that his old combination of brash­
ss, t rears and superstition can mesmerise 

ont'd on Pagel9 • 

{. 1. 
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·Grenaaa 
.:visited 
-~~nt'd from Page 10 
- enough of the old-timers to vote his candidates 
~ bJck into prominence. Raddix hopes that the 

.political indoctrination and the heady wine of the 
j ears of Bishop's revolution will still attract the 
y~ath to his bann'er. 

- Blaize hopes the majority will see his party as 
the road to sanity. The polls (and the Americans!) 
avour Blaize. We shall know the truth on Tuesday 

{December 4). 

Re-construction 

.. But whoever -wins · the elections will not nec­
:essarily be starting from scratch the task of social 
'and economic re-construction. I was told by. one of 
the Administrators, that several important econom­
Jc projects have been fully processed, with funding 
:assured, and will be coming on stream in the New 
:)'ear. Thus items whose necessary gestation period 
brought impatience during the time of the Interim 
Government will come to fruition (and no doubt 
bring credit!) in the first months of the new 
:COvemment! 

Whoever in fact gets elected, will need every bit 
of encouragement. For the future of Grenada is far 
from settled. And everything will depend upon the 
quality of administration which takes over for 
'Christmas. • 

Grenada can never be the same after the Bishop 
.years. Therefore nostalgia for Gairy and the Mon­
goose Gang is futile. Bishop told Grenadians that 
~renada was theirs at last, never mind that Coard 
et al were organizing to give it to the Russians. Any 
ruler who: cannot put flesh upon that promise of 
J~ishop's is due for early disaster. The social and 
-,:conomic aspirations of the youth will have to be 
answered with' specific goals achievable in the not 
-too long term, and with a style of management 
which nourishes their pride in being Grenadian. 

. In this last vital matter, the role of the Ameri­
.i.:ans on Grenada is going to be crucial. Americans 
are people who, when so moved, are capable of 
acts of breath-taking generosity. As a rule, they 
genuinely desire to be loved by all men. But they 
have never learnt the art of keeping a low profile, 
and they too easily give in to the temptation to 
think that the Almighty Dollar brings Divine the 
'right to call the tune,'no matter whose song. 

; No matter how welcome the troops of the 
~R-escue Mission" have been, the sooner they 
;t"ompletely depan the scene, the better, in my view. 

There will continue to be the need fo~ capital 
and for advisers. The latter were there in abun-· 
:dance under Bishop - from Russia, East Europe, 
.North Korea and, especially, Cuba. Now they are 
gone, whoever fills the vacuum will have to learn 1 

'one cardinal rule: they are there to facilitate, not to 
dominate. 
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Hearne: NNP 
will sweep 
the polls 

" 
John Hearne, who 1s in Grenada obscr\'mg the 

clt:ction on behalf of the Bus1.1mante lnsmute of 
ljubli c Affai rs, t0ld the Gleaner yesterda} that, ·in 
his opinion. the New National Party is going· t0 
sweep the polls. 

"As I see it. and from what orher observer.s liavc 
confirmed, the NNP is going to _rake abo11t lJ 
scats. The GULP is likely ro get at best four sea.rs . .! 
don't see much chance of the MBPM getti ng ·;}Qy 
eat at. alf'" . 

Hea rne sa id popular support was clea rl y for the 
NNP which has been having suc<:essfu l meenng~ 
throughout the island . "They are well-organised 

(Please turn to Page 2) 
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NNPwill win 
(Continued from Page l) 

and have a strong appeal," he said. 
After a poor showing, in which its presence 

was hardly notice-!ble on the hustings, the 
MBPM was showing signs of organisation, appar­
ently with "outside" support; but this late spurt 
does not appear to be sufficient to ensure them 
any real success. 

As for the GULP, it has not been making a 
strong showing but w~s likely to pick up seats in 
a few pro-Gairy constituencies. Gairy himsel! 
appears to be having little effect on the election. 
• "I have been trying to see him without 
success," Hearne said. "I have made at least three 
attempts to interview him, but have drawn a 
blank on each occ.lsion." 
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Grenada: more 
relief than 
jubilation 

ST. GEORGE'S, Dec. 3 (AP) 

G'. REN ADA'S FIRST ELECTION DAY IN 
._ EIGHT YEARS was quiet and orderly, with 

: ~~re expressions of relief than jubilation . 
. • "I feel good just to be . . 
i otihg again. That the good ~e said he ':Yould come to this 
" . ,, . . capnal Tuesday wm, lose or draw." 
thing today, said Michael Blaize lives on an out-island of 7 000 
Chac;kley, a 44-year-old auto people just north of Grenada. ' 
mechanic On Sunday, a U.S. army helicopter 

Campai.gning was banned for brought to the pasture a_c~oss from his 
. home a handful of Brmsh and U.S. 

the day~ as was the sale of liquor. diplomats. He was also visited by 
R,~ulations stated that no one David McCourt, a Boston entrepre­
could be asked their preference neur interested in a range of invest­
withrn 100 yards of a polling ment pr?jects in Grenada who claims 
station. he ~o~rnbuted some $10,000 (U.S.) to 

The stations ranged from govetn- Blaize s party. . . 
ment buildings to night spots such as Other . Amencan businessmen and 
the Flamingo Disco and the Hot Spot conservatives hav~ reportedly sent 
Hideaway. thousands of do . '.. to the Ne-:V 

Small motorcades with loudspeak- Nan~mal . Party, bu, Grenada . doesn _ t 
ers blaring party slogans and calypso req1:ure disclosure of campaign contn­
music marked the final weekend of bunons. 
c,a1npaigning. At rallies, supporters . ~endrick Radix, a former Cabin~t 
~ang campaign songs, accompanied by Minister a_n? close fne_nd of . slam 
the .music of guitars and makeshift Prime Mm1ster Maunce Bishop, 
instruments such as sticks beat against claimed that the Central Intelligence 
b"eer bottles. Agency had helped Blaize and was 

• On election day, the chief poli- making_ sure_ of an NNP victory. . 
ticians remainded at home. At the Radix said his leftist Maurice Bish­
large pink house where he has spent op Patriotic Movement was supported 
Vlrtually all his time since ending his by 90 percent <;>f th~ nation's youth 
fiye-year exile last January, former and would remam acnve . . 
Prime Minister Sir Eric Gairy was said . Bishop was executed m 1983 by 
to be "resting," and unwilling to his own army after a pow~r struggle 
receive visitors. m the Government. The Unned States 

Gairy dominated Grenada politics invaded six days later. 
fd'r three decades until his ouster in a "Bishop would have swept every-
1979. leftist coup. thing in these elections if he were 

Herbert Blaize, the 66-year-old alive," said Radix. But Bishop had 
attorney who leads the New National ruled without elections. 
Party, remained on his home strong- Taxi driver Rudolph Augustine 
h_old of Carriacou. Although his old said he favored the New National 
par.ty had beaten Gairy only once Party, but added: "The important 
since 1952, Blaize had carried his thing is we ace getting a democratic 
home· constituency by landslide mar- thing. If we don't like them, we can 
g!!)~ jn every election. vote them out." 
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Grenada votes tomorrow 
ST. GEORGE'S, Grenad~ (AP): 

Campaigning wound down quietly yester­
d:iy for whar will be Grenada's firsr elections 
sir,"ce 1976, an interval which included two 
coups and a U.S. invasion. • 

Voting will rnke place throughout the tiny 
island on December 3 with candidates running 
in 15 constiruencies under the British parlia ­
mentary system. 

The Ne·"'. Nation.ii Party (NNP), formed just 
four mont hr. ago· from a .me~ger of three moderate 
parries, is considered by mosr foreign observers 
here as having rh c best chance to form Grenada·s 
new government. Ir is led by Herbert Blaize, -a 66 -
vc:1r-old dtto rner wh o formerly headed rhe Grena -

da National Party and was the isla~J 's Chief 
1\linister in 1962-67 when it was :1 British colony. 

Although the U.S: government, which has spenr 

(Please turn to Page 2) 
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The Sunday Gleaner, December 2, '1984 

(---P-ub-11-c ,-A,-fa-11-,) 
A 
Gairy 

• 
Will 

would 
j

1111
be a . 
disaster 

says Alister Hughes in an interview at the Gleaner 

"A .. 

NOTE: Mr. and Mrs. Hughes were recipients of the Maria Cabot Award from Columbia University 
for their nGrenadian Newsletter''. They were on their way back from New York when 
they stopped in Jamaica on November 22. • 
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" -c . . Born in St. George's, the capital of Grenada, on 
aught tn the middle of a, January 21, 1919, Alister Hughes seemed destineo 

t ggle that turned to be a businessman, the occupation of his fathe! power S ru ' This he did until 1969 when he could no longe1 
sour in Grenada, Alister Hughes' resist the seductive world of journalism. 

greatest ass.ets of honesty, high­
est professional integrity, and 
fearlessness ironically became his 
greatest liability. 

For som~how, factions in the Bish­
op regime felt threatened by the 
respect and the credibility which the 
journalist commanded through his 
ability to bring the truth to the pub­
lic's eyes without fear or favour .. 

Hence, on October 19, 1983, Mr. Hughes 
was ma'rched off to the notorious Richmond 
Hill prison where for the next week he 
suffered the agony of an uncertain future 
mixed with a miserable surrounding he never 
dreamt he could have survived. 

Yet, having survived imprisonment for his re­
lentless persuit of honesty, the 65-year-old Grena­
dian has bounced back with even more zest and 
determination to play his part in ensuring that the 
October 1983 massacre will remain in the annals 
of Grenadian history. 

Qn a ·recent visit to Jamaica as guest speaker at 
a function organized by the Caribbean Applied 
Technology Centre Ltd., Mr. Hughes, regarded as 
one of the Caribbean's eminent journalists, took 
time off his tight schedule to talk with the 
Gleaner. He was accompanied by his supportive 
and charming wife, Cynthia. 

Greener pastures 
His High School education came from the 

Gren;ida Boys School (1931-1937). He th~ worked 
as a clerk for a private company, before moving in 
1940 to greener pastures in Trinidad where he 
worked on·the docks until 1945. 

It was in 1945 that he got the call to follow his 
father's footsteps in the world of business. The 26-
year-old Alister returned to Grenada to join his 
father in business. Here, he managed his father 's • 
bakery, did a joint auctioneer business with his 
father, and got involved in a whole melange of 
business activities from retail trade to sewing-ma­
chine sales, travel agency, and tissue and mattress­
making factories. 

His involvement in journalism evolved from a 
stint as an economic and political correspondent 
with the Trinidad Express in 1969. By 1979 his 
relatively . modest beginning haq expanded into a 
syndicate of 12 newspapers for which he wrote 
articles. This included the U.K., Canada, U.S.A. and 
Caribbean territories. 

Topical issues 
"The Grenada News Letter", the series o\f 

rigorous and searching economic and politica I 
articles on Grenada for which Mr. Hughes -wa~ 
probably best known throughout the Caribbean 
began in 1973 at the request of the then managin~ 
editor of the Gleaner Co., Mr. Theodore Sealy. 

From a 550-word Gleaner exclusive series, th~ 
Grenada Newsletter expanded into a 4,00~ 

words regular hard-research newsletter on topical 
and important Caribbean' issues, that bore Alister 
Hughes' characteristic mark of thorough investiga­
tive reporting, sea rching questions, and profou!ld 
analytical content. Subscribers incl uded embassies, 
universities, and, in rhe words o f Mr. Hughes, 
"people who rake serious interest in the political 
and economic interest in Grenada". 

Following the dea th of his fath er in 1973, Alistc;r 
Hughes and his wife went full -ti111e into journalism. 
They started to 'string' for U.P.1., C.A.N.A., A.B.C. 
News, B.B.C., Radio Antilles, 610 Radio in Trin ­
idad, and A.P. 

His work in the field of journalism did not go 
unnoticed and in 1979 he climbed to the zenith of 
his career when he was appointed Secretacy of the 
Caribbean Press Council, a position he still holds 
today. Dr. Aubrey Fraser, the fo rm er director of the 
School of Legal Education, U.W.1. is the chairn1an 
o f that Council. 

Political situation 
Mr. Hughes did a bit of refl ection in the 

interview on the political situation in Grenada. He 
made no , pretence that he accepted Maurice Bish­
op's New Jewel Movement " JOO percent" when it 
seized power in 1979. 

"They (the N.J.M) were very popular because 
they came in on a note of deception. They made 
promises of free election and a free press -
promises which were never kept. Documents found 
later indicated that from the very beginning there 
was a conscious effort to hide the true intentions of 
their Marxist/ Leninist government," he said. 

" Initially he (Bishop) created a national feeling m 
Grenadabecause he appeared to have recovered the 
country fo r Grenadians, and Grenadians were once 
again willing to wo rk for the country. That was 
Bishop's first big gain . 

"There was also an effort to set up adul 
education - and to use local products in th 
manufactu re o f juices. Conceptuall y, th i,s was goo 
although the organiza tions did not fun ction prop 
erly". 

Intimidation 
Speaking on the state of press freedom during 

Bishop's regime, Mr. Hughes said that it was worse 
' than during the (Sir Eric) Ga1 ry regime. "There was 
intimidation during Gairy's time, but Bishop not 

ill only intimidated, he also closed down . publica 
tions," he ·said. 

Why was there such a pressing demand fo r 
election du ring the Bishop regime? Mr. Hughes was 
asked. • 

of "Electio ns are indicative of a democratic way of 
·n- li fe," he responded, "and 'Yhen you are deprived o f t the opportunity o f electing those who should lead 

e you that situation must become an issue". 
One aspect of his life that Mr. Hughes said he 

ot does not plan to repeat is his political career. 
·r- Between 1957 and 1967 he was a member of the 
,e Grenada National Party, and served as General 

3 _ Secretary for some time. He also served as Deputy 
le Mayor o f St. George's. • 

In terms of his hopes and predictions for the 
It December 3 elections in Grenada, Mr. Hughes saw 
;r "an immediate disaster" befalling his homeland ' if 
d Gai ry returned to power. • 

"Gairy has not changed his spots 'and he 1s very 
repressive," he sa id . 

y Of the 16 scats being contested, Mr. Hughes 
is saw onl y 5 o r 6 seats going to Gai ry's party. 
e Whil e expressing the view rhat his party, the 
1- Grenada_ Natio nal Party, was the best thing for 

Grenada now, Mr. Hughes promised to stick to 
journal ism. " I have not the slightest hope of 
returni ng to politics," he declared . 
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5 parties 
contest 

Grenada 
polls today 

ST. GEORGE'S, Grenada, Dec. 2, 
CANA : 

The people of Grenada go to the 
polls mmorrow t0 elect a govern­
,ment in the aftermath of political 
upheavals that included the rise <md 
fall of rhe left. 

Fifty-two candidates, most of 
them backed by five parties, are 
facing the el ecco ra te of 48,000, which 
las t cast a ballot in I 976. 

It is widely felt that th e centrist 
New National Party (NNP), a four­
month-old, three-parry coa lition led 
by 66-year-old lawyer Herbert Blaize. 
will win the election. 

The NNP, which is contesting a ll 
sears, has been staging the most elab­
orate campaign. Yesterday it had a 
light aircraft flown over this pictur-. 
esqu e, mountainous island of 10,000 
urging t_he electorate: "Vore NNP". 

The Grenada United Labour Parry 
(GULP), also fielding 15 cand idates, is 
the NNP's main opponent. It won 
the last poll, in 1976, and three years 
later was ousted by a lcfrwing coup. 

The People's Revolutionary Gov­
ernment (PRG) which replaced the 
GULP administration, was split by 
feuding rhar triggered a pahce coup 
in October 1983. But the junta of 
marxist hardliners who rook over 
from the moderate Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop was quickly unseated 
by a U.S.-led invasion . 

The other parties contesting the 
election are che left-wing Maurice 
Bishop Patriotic Movement (MBPM ), 
formed by Bisop's colleagues after his 
execution by rh e hardliners, the 
O,risrian Democratic Labour Party 
(CDLP) and the virtually unknown 
Grenada Federated Labour Partv 
(GFLP). • 

The interim ad ministration, set up 
under the chairmanship of N icholas 
Brathwaite after the US-led invasion, 
has stepped up security and on the 
eve of the poll announce& tough 
penalties for persons breaking the law 
on election day. 

An additional 190 policemen from 
Barbados and other Eastern Caribbe­
an countries recently arrived to boosr 
rhe small local police force of about 
400 and help ca rry out election-day 
duties. . 

Supervisor of elections Alphonsus 
Redhead announced penalti es on a 
number of offences covered by the 
House of Representative (elections) 
ordinance of Grenada's revised laws, 
ranging from the sale of alcohol on 
electon day to fai lure by employers 
t0 give work ers time t0 cast cheic 
ballots. 

"Any employer who directly or 
indirectly refuses, or by intimidation , 
or in other way interferes with the 
granting to any elecror in hi s employ. 
of the prescribed period for voting. 
shall on summary conviction be lia ble 
t0 a fine nor exceeding 5,000 dollars 
(one EC$ - 37 cents US) and, in 
default of payment, t0 imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding two years. 
or to both such fine and imp rison­
ment," Redhead ,aid in a radio inter­
view. 

Both Blaize's NN P :md Gairy 's 
(Cont'd on Page 3) 
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5 parties contest Grenada polls 
I) h e held low-keyed tight with at le;m two night ir would be safe peered ro be known 

(Cont'd from Page • ,::,,p,ig,s compmd pohcem,o l~ca,ed " fo, ,o,e~ ,o '"'" o.~• '·" a,
0

""d mid-o~h, ,nd 
GULP ha,e pledged ma- wi<h <ho~ of ,h, NNP •.ach of ,h, pollmg .,._ la,g, ""mbm aod " " o"'Somg ''""k« go,­'°' P"blic wo,ks pm- aod ,h, GULP. "°"'· Pol,ce . comm,s- my hop, ,h,, '"'l"hmg <mn,eon he,d Bra,h-

mes and to put the d h GULP s1oner Barbad,a_n Mer- gob well and th ere \VaJte says he hopes for a gram bl Toay te Hid d !db fl · " · · 
ountry back on a sra e h d I d I ·a few vyn_ o er sa, m a wou e no con Jct . voter turnout ot abour 

cf • hereby creating sc e u e _ on Y1 d radio broadcast last The winner is ex- 80 per cent. ootmg, t _ f meetings m ,so ate ru-
an ideal_ environment or ral areas. The NNP held 

e foreign investment. several small motorca_des 
f Gai ry 1old CANA a in several constituencies. 

G U L p govern men t Parties have used . . to 
5 would give pnomy _ their newspapers to urge 

the development of _ m- the electorate to vote 5 

fras tru c tue, including for them. All political 
roads, bridges, elecmc,ry broadcasts were taken 
and telephone erv1cesf off the state-run "Radio 
and a divers1f1cat1on ° Grenada " from las t 
agriculture. _ night. _ 

The GULP is anti- The "Grenadian Vo,-
communist and su_pports ce" newspaper, _an i_nde­
strong relations with the p e nd en_ t publ1cat1on, 
United States. said in ,rs weekend ed1-

Th N Np the three- tion that it considered 
art ~oalitio'n, has said rhe NNP to offer_ the 

Fr w~uld hold steadfastly best chan_ce of prov•tn
1
~ 

to a westminister-style the stability and crcdi 1 
democacy with firm re- ity that the country 
spec! for the rule of law. needed after years of 
The Prime M1111stcr turmoil. _ 
would have a maximum "We do not like t1 
two consecutive tem1s m belie ve 1n electora 
office. promises but_ among the 

Th M 8PM calls for important thmgs that at­
the ~thdrawal of for- tract us to the 7NP arc 
ei n troops and a return th_eir _proposals or co:d rf rhe social pro- smunonal reform and 

• and economic rhe re1nrroducnon a 
gr~mmes f the Bishop expansion of local . gov-
po 1c1es o ern ment for people par-governmenr. . ,, - ·d 

• • f Id ticipanon, it ,a1 . 
The MBPM is ,h_l - When the polls open 

ing 12 candidates w I e ar 6 a.m. 
the Christian Democrat: (~1:~~~0/~ Carib be an 
ic Labour Parryh is pre Time) , ·cu rirv ,, ·ill be senring• six. Bot parri es , . 
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Prime Min ister Seaga addressing the JLP's South-Central annual 
constituency meeting at the Thompson Park Communit y Centre. 
Spanish Town, St. Catherine, yesterday. 

'\~ ~ \Q,< ~ % - 3 .J9g4 

Seaga backs 
Grenada's NN 
PRIME MINISTER THE RT. HON. EDWARD SEAGA said last night that 

the success of the New National Party (NNP) in today's General Elections in 
Grenada would also be a success for his Administration. 

Speaking ro hundreds of J LP supporters ar the annual general conference of the Sourh-Cenrral 
Sr. Carherin e consriruency which is represented by the Hon. Bruce Golding, Minister of 
Construction and chairman o f the party, a t the T hompson Park Community Centre in Spanish 
Town, Mr. Seaga sa id that the Jamaica Labour Party had been giving assistance on a party-to-party 
basis ro the moderate poli tica l parties in Grenada . 

"\X'c have a team working there 
with the moderate polirical p:rnie, 
(the rc,1m being leJ b) t-.1r. Clifton 
Sronc t-.1.P. ) rhar haw now 1oined 
force~ under the b.rnner of rhe Ne..., 
N,uion.11 Parry, one of whom ha~ 
been rhere for a, long as J ) ear on a 
political parry-ro polirical p,lrt) bam, 
nor as Government of J.1m,1ic1,"' he 
told the meeting .. 

" We are assisting rhem so rhat rhe) 
can, ro the b~sr e,rem pos~ible, when 

1 rhe people ot Grenada exerci~e their 
franchise romorrow, have rhe oppor­
nmiry of forming a new C,o~<'rnmenr. 

"Their suLce,s will be our ,ucces~. 
Their success will be the success of 
Jll well -thinking democratic forces in 
rhe region, and we look iorward ro 
rhe results romorrow so rhat ..., e can 
,a>, m1sc,ion .1ecomplished . 

.. l urge > ou ro rhmk ot rhese 
things roo, because everything 1s nor 
counted only in dollar and cents," 
Mr.Seaga said. "Everything is nor 
counted 1u~r in the price of the things 
you buy in the shops, or e\ en in 
rerms of rhe work rhat we provide, or 
the foreign exchJngc we earn. 

''Man musr place value also on 
freedom, and there are some who arc 
,1 rhrear ro freedom .rnd there .ire 

some who preserve freedom and W<' 

must be able ro diqingui~h between 
them. 

'' \Xe J, J p,Ht) ch.1mp1on rhe 
democr.11ic ~)Stem . We a, .1 p,,rt} 
champion moc.lcrare dcnmocrJtic poi ­
ioes. We as a parr~ Lhampion the 
parliamrnrary ,y5tem of Government. 
We don ' r ch,unpion re\olution and 
we don't walk hand m hand with 
revolutionary Governments. 

'·And 1r wa, tor th.Jt reason that 
one year ago when we were called 
upon by the Governor-General of 
Grenad.1 to give .1ssisrance in libcr::H­
mg rhat coumry from ryranny .md 
from oppression: called upon b} the 
other counrrie5 in rhar area 10 give 
ass istance because Grenada held a 
rhrcar ro their security, that we re­
sponded. 

"And, everyone in Jamaica rha1 
bears democracy any good mind must 
be proud of rhe fact that we parrici­
pared in that military operanon th.11 
freed Grenada. 

Mr. Seaga said that his Govern­
ment did nor participate m the acnon 
on!~ ro free Grcnac!J from the ryr:111 

(Cont'd o n Page 3) 
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Seaga backs !).~_/, , 

, (Cont'd from Page 1) 
~y that was taking place then: but 
·from the socialist control that was 
"n,ot operating on the freely- elected 
~ill of the people, as well as in the 
;hope that the people of Grenada 
·would eventually decide to elect their 
'own Government: 

·; "And tomorrow they go to the 
r.<>11,;, to elect a Government which is 

the first time in many years that they, 
are going to exercise that choice." 

Other speakers at the conference 
included Mr.Golding;, his brother, 
Mr.Tony Golding, M.P. for South­
West Sr.Catherine; Counci llors Ever} 
rod Williams, Mayor of Spanish 
Town, Joseph McKessy, Orville 
Brown, Lloyd Francis and Magnus 
Williams; and the Hon. Enid Bennett, 
Minister of State for Social Security. 
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No majority 
likely 

-1.., ST. GEORGE'S, Grenada, Dec. 2, 
- CANA: 

Head of the Christian Democratic Labour 
Party (COLP), Gordon Robertson, says he 
feels none of the political parties conresring 
tomorrow's general election here will get a 
clear majority and the island will most likely 
have a coalition governmenr. 

Robertson told CANA he disagreed with 
those who predict a clean sweep by rhe 
cenrrisr New National Party (NNP) of the 
poll to return Grenada to constitutional 
governmenr after foUJ-and -a-half years of 
lefrwing revoluri9n. 

Robertson forecast rhar rhe Grenada Unit­
ed Labour Party (GULP) of former Prime 
Minister Eric Gary would win four to six of 
rhe t 5 sears at stake. 

The GULP and the MNP are the leading 
parties facing rhe poll, the first in eight years. 
The GULP won the last election, in 1976, 
but three years later was ousted by a lefrwing 
coup. 

The Maurice Bishop Patriotic Movemenr 
(MBPM), a group made up of some of rhe 
politicians who played a major role in the ill­
fared revolution, is also conresting the elec­
tion. 

Robertson said that if his pary, wich is 
fielding only five candidates, won any seats it 
would not be prepared to form a coalition 
with the GULP or the NNP. 
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(:;/ ... Cuban journalist refused entry 
I' 

[' ST. GEORGE'S, Gre- plane in which he flew dent of the Cuban News 
nada, Dec. 2, (Reuter) in, police said today. Agency Prensa Latina, 

l/\/ A Cuban journalist who was_ expelle? from this 
arrived here ro cover Reporters on the Caribbean island after 
tomorrow's elections same flight said Godef- arriving yesterday from 

~ , was refused entry and roid Tchamlesso, a Barbados on a Cuban 
expelled on the same Zaire-born correspon- diplomatic passport. 
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Grenada goes to the polls 
ST. G£ORGE'S, Grenada, Dec. 2 (REUTER): 

GRENADA GOES TO the polls tomorrow to restore democracy in this 
- _ Caribbean island ,of 100,000 people 13 months after a bloody coup · 
followed by a U.S. invasion. 

- Foreign diplomats here expect the New _ . . 
National Party (NNP), a union of centrist N_1cholas Brathwaite, chairman of the 
groups set up with U.S. encouragement Interim Govemt?ent set up after the U.S. 
and led by veteran politician Herbert mvas1on, has said he expects 80 per cent 
Blaize to win the elections. of registered voters to turn out. 

Its' two main contenders are the right- The winner will have to tackle a stag-
wing Grenada United Labour Party nant economy wuh unemployment _ run­
(GULP) of former Prime Minister Eric nmg at 30 to 35 per _ cent and declmmg 
Gary and the Maurice Bishop Patriotic revenue from the mam export crops of 
Movement (MBPM), named after the cocoa, bananas and nutmeg. 
Prime Minister killed in the coup by a Washington has injected massive eco­
radical faction of his leftwing New Jewel nomic aid into the island since its troops 
Movement in October last year. ousted the radical faction six days after it 

toppled Bishop on October 19, 1983. 
The Interim Government gave official 

approval to more than 70 foreign invest­
ment schemes, but only two small' projects 
- a toy factory and a nutmeg plant -
have actually started up. 

Most foreign investment projects are 
related to tourism, helped by the opening 
last October of an International Airport 
begun with Cuban assistance under the 
Bishop government and finished with u.s: 
help. --~-·--~=-~~------- -
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6renada· election aftermath 

NNP alone 
as Gairyite 

• resigns 
\ 

ST. GEORGE'S, Grenada (A P): 

SWORN TODAY AS T H E NEW PRIME MI N­
ISTER OF GRENADA, NNP Leader Herbert 

Blaize will preside over a one-party government as 
the single Gairyite winner in Monday's elections 
resigned his seat. 

T he new Prime Minister claimed a "clear mandate" to 
rebuild Grenada after his moderate pany's landslide victory in 
dections that returned parliamentary democracy to the Caribbe­
an nation nearly six years after a leftist coup. 

• Blaize made rhe sraremenr im­
mediately after he was sworn into 
office by Governor General Sir 
Paul · Scoon at I p.m. (EST) at 
Government House in Sr. 
George's. 

The New National Parry won 14 
of I 5- seats in unofficial results and 
Marcel Peters, the sole winner for the 
Grenada United Labo ur Party, said 
Tuesday he would resign beca use "of 
di'screpencies" in the election process. 

Peters defeated McLean Pope of 
rhe New National Parry by a vore of 
1,275 ro 1,139. A new election would 
have to be called ro fill his seat. 

The New National Party was 
"formed from three moderate parties 
last August at the urgi ng of the United 
States and the Caribbean nations who 
supported the Oct. 25, 1983 U.S. 
invasion after the leftist government 
collapsed in a blo0<ly power struggle. 
• Former Prime Minister Sir Eric 

Gairy whose La bour Parry do!l] inated 
politics for three decides and had 
never suffered such a ont:-sided defe;it 
offered a bizarre theory on how the 
results were fixed . 

In an interview with a handful of 
reporters, Gair)' said that New N:1-
rional Pany candidate names had 
been marked beforehand with invisi­
ble ink that appeared afterward while 

chemica ls also caused ma rks fo r his 
candidates to disappear. 

He offered no proof but said the 
results from many polling stations 
thar had traditionally been his strong­
holds reponed low rotals for his party 
and therefore election results were 
suspect. 

"The ballots were ma rked in ad­
vance and wh en the ballors came in 
marked by the various parries with 
the chemical pen, the marks diss i­
pated once placed into the ballot box, 
later on thl' other marks surfaced and 
showed themselves,'' Gairy sa id . 

"Science and technology today is 
so high that I have no reason w 
doubt this,"· he said. 

Gai,y said he understood that hi , 
old leftist foes also considered the 
elections rigged and were hinting ,H 
\·io lence. 

"We're not saying anything yet. 
We □ re nor a vio~enr people.'· he said, 
"up until now." 

Blaize sa id of the Gairy charges 
and the resignatio n, that '"if he re­
signs, he resi~ns because he feels too 
damn lonel y." 

The New Prime Minister .:ilso said 
he had immediatel y sen t a letter ro 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan re­
questing that :\merica n "security 
forces" remai n ·· :•mi l suc h time as we 
have a full Y, equipped .rnd training 
Grenada people torcc."' 

Blaize said he wasn 'r setting any 
particular date for withdrawal of U.S. 
forces. 

, ,.:S, ,e...i4 
Gairy also criticized' AmericJns for 

suP_f,?mng the New Narional Parr~•. 
Grenadian people used to lov(• 

the ~mencans," he said. 
Gairy said his party will rea,sess its . 

~tarregy but that he expecrs it ro 
continue m politics. 

A~ked _if he would run in rhe next 
due elecuons five years from now 
Ga,ry drew aptause and cheers from' 
hupporters gar ered at rh e large pink 

ouse where he had stayed si nce he 
en~~d he ended his exile last January. 

h 
~e e_xpecr them a lot sooner than 

t at, Ga,ry said. 
The latter years of Gairy's rul , 

were . marked by co rruption and re~ 
press1on and he drew inrernarional 
notoriety for ca lling on rhe United 

(Please turn to Page 3) 

The Gleaner's 
John Hearne 

reports from Grenada 
- Page 3 
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NNP alone as Gairyite resigns 
(Cont'd from Page I) 

Nations to study uniden­
rified flying objects and 
fo r his self-styled mysti­
cism. 

On his victorv Blaize 
said: "They ha~e done 
exactly what we hoped 
they would do - give 
the New National Party 
a clear mandate to put 
Grenada back together." 
The 66-year-old attorney 

I 

walking cane in triumph 
as abour 500 supporters 
cheered. 

"Well, it's not too 
bad,'' said Blaize of • his 
victory, smiling from be­
low a gray iedora and 
moving sowly on his af· 

thriric legs rhrough a 
pack of journalists. 

said this as he arrived at 
the new point Saline In­
ternational Airporr -
largely built by Cuba 
and completed with U.S. 
aid -at 11. a.m. (EST). 
He flew from his home 
base, the out-island of 
Carriacou; • in a small 
plane chartered by ABC 
News and Times, Inc. 

Dominated politically 
As he got out of the for three decades by the 

plane, he raised his Grenatla United Labour 

Party of former Prime 
Minister Sir Eric Gairy, 
Blaize led the govern­
ment only once before, 
in I 962-67, when the 
island was a British colo­
ny. 
. . Gairy, ousted March 
13, 1979 in a coup. re­
mained in seclusion after 
the wors.t electoral de­
feat his party has suf­
fered. 

Meanwhile, .Blai ~e 
was designated the 
country's leader by Gov­
ernor General Sir Paul 
Scoon, who had ap­
pointed an interim coun­
cil to run the island after 
the invasion. 

U.S. officials and 
many prominent Grena­
dians feared a return to 
power by Ga1ry, a one­
time labour leader 
whose governments 
were accused of corrup­
tion and repession, who 
hurt efforts to lure tour­
ists and investors to the 
undeveloped island and 
fuel a leftist comeback .. 

Suppoters of slain 
Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop, whose execution 

has said the foreign 
troops should remain 
unril Grenada has a well 
trained police force that 
could put down subver­
sive efforts. 

l',rizan and Dr. Fran­
os Alexis, who had 
fonned an anti-Bishop 
exile group in 1983, mer 
Blaize ar rhe airport and 
agreed there wou!d be 
no conflict in running 
rhe new . government, 
even though all three 
had headed separate par­
ties before the merger. 

"There is no coali- . 
tion, there is one party, 
rhe New National Par-
ty ," said Brizan. 

"You'd have to be a 
madman. to get involved 
in in-fighting now," 
Alexis said. 

The leaders dismissed 
suggestions they would 
be dominated by Ameri­
cans. They said they re- j 
ceived no campaign help I 
from rhe U.S. govern ­
ment. bur offered no 
derails on t,he reported 
campaign contributions 
to the party by U.S. 
business people and con-
servative groups. 

by his army triggered the Boston entrepreneur 
U.S. invasion, fared David McCourt, consid­
poorly Monday running ering several investment 
as the Maurice Bishop projects here, said 
Patriotic Movement. Blaize's victory was the 
Their candidates all ran best thing that could 
third, some with less have happened for at- . 
than 1 percent of the tracting investment to 
vore. Grenada because ir will 

Bishop party leader mean stabilirv. 
Kenrik Radix had called McCt'>urt,' who raised 
the elections "a CIA cf- at least $10,000 for the 
fort'' and said the New New National Parry, 
National Pa rt y was said he s,w,, • nothing 
funded heavily by Amer- wrong with Americans 
ican money. He also said contributing to the par­
the elections weren't "f- ty. 
ree and fair" because of "A safe, stable Carib­
the presence of nearly bean is in our best intcr-
600 U.S. and Caribbean ests. And anybody who 
troops. can afford to support 

Wesrern diplomats democracy anywhere in 
who observed the elec- the world should do it," j 
tions praised the proc- McCourt said. 
ess, and nearly 81 per- r 
cent of the 48,000 
people registered voted. ·1 

"Radix and the rest 
should know better rhan 
to participate in elec-

tions. They should have ' 
done community work 
instead," said George 
Brizan, a 42-year-old ed­
ucator who once sup­
ported Bishop but 
dropped out of the left- ': 
ist movement because of 1 

its heavy marxist influ- I 
ence. 

Radix said his I 
movement would remain 
active and "continue to I 
check the people." 
Asked - whether there I 
could ever be another 
revolt, he replied: "Our 

1 people have a history of 
courage." 

"They have no fol - I 
lowing," said Brizan. But 
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~HERBERT BLAIZE'S TRIUMPHAL RETURN TO .POWER IN GRENAD4_ 
" . FROM JOHN HEARNE 
·ST. GEORGES, Grenacla, Dec. 4: 

A newly electeq Prime Minister Herbert Blaize 
returned to St. Georges today from Carriacou, his island 

~-constituency. He was late in arrival, having promised to 
" land at Port Saline at 10 o'clock in the morning. A large 
'· f .rowd awaited him, but the newly elected Prime Min­
,. ij t_er did not fl y into the main island until mid-day. It 
. would appear that no flight had been arranged, and that 
· · he had to come in on the chartered plane of an overseas 

newspaper. 

. . ,, However, it was a triumphal return . Not only had 
• ,,,Mr. Blaize led his party to a landslide victory, but he 
·••had scored an overwhelming personal victory in his own 
." fOnstituency of Carriacou. The MBPM candidate who 
,, was second trailed him by well over 1,400 votes. The 

GULP candidate was hardly in the race. 

Mr. Blaize was sworn in by Governor General Sir phased operation. He did not see the withdrawal of- Ra<ldix of the MBPM are claiming that the election was· 
Paul Scoon at about 2 o'clock this afternoon. Two Caribbean sold_iers and police ~uch before the end of fradulent. Mr. Gairy, at a press conference, today; 
hours later, he held a press conference at York House, March. The withdrawal of United States troops would alleged that the ballot papers were marked in advance 
in the Parliamentary _ Chamber, and made a brief be a subject of negotiation_ between the American by a _ special ma~netic pencil. Another type of magnetic 
statement. He emphasized that the new Government President and himself. Within two hours of taking pencil, Mr. Ga1ry alleged, was placed in the polling· . 
would seek to restore decency, order and d_emocracy to office, Mr. Blaize had written a letter to President h?<>ths for the use of voters. The X made by voters · 
the political process in ~renada. He underlined the fact Reagan to this effect. This kner was read to the disappeared when the ballot paper was folded and' 
that nearly 85% of the electorate had gone to the polls assembled press at the conference. dropped into the box. Mr. Gairy gave no hint as to his ·, 
and that his party, the NNP, had received an over- Mr. Blaize, when asked if he had chosen a Cabinet, future plans. '. ' 
whelming rn.Jndate. said that no ponfolios had been allocated among the 14 Mr. Raddix of the MBPM alleged that the United '• 

elected members of his pany. He stressed that he had States gave extensive moral and financial suppon to the 
not inherited a Westminster form of democracy or a NNP, and that his voters were improperly registered, pr' \ 
civil service geared for a normal transmission from a not register~d at all. • . 
dictatorship, but a necessary interim Government to a Mr. Blaize addressed a large and ·enthusiastic crowd 
~overnment elected by du~ process. He said that h_e and in Market Squ-1re, St. Georges after his press conference; 
his colleagues needed a period of a few days m ~h'ich to and tonight there is a widespread exhilar;uion and mood 

Indeed , Mr. Blaize's victory may now be said to be 
complete. The single GULP winner Mr. Peters, has 
resigned his seat. The seat is therefore vacant and will 
have to be recontested in a by-election. 

The Prime Minister of Grenada assured the rress and 
the people of Grenada that the withdrawal o friendly 
foreign troops i;iow on Grenadian soil would be a 

examine an unprecedented situation. of festivity throughout the capital and the island. 
Meanwhile, both Mr. Gairy of the GULP and Mr. Tomorrow has been declared a public holiday. 
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NNP sweeps- Grenada pol 
BLAIZE TO FORM 

NEW GOVERNMENT 
GRENADA'S NEW NATIONAL PARTY led by former Premier 

Herbert Blaize scored a landslide victory yesterday in the Spice 
Island's first general election in eight years. 

According to a late Cana report out of St. Georges's, the capital, last night, the 
Electoral Office announced that the NNP had won all ten seats declared so far and 
was leading in four of the remaining five. 

On the basis of those retu rns Blaize has 
been asked to form a government and he has 
scheduled a press conference fo r this af­
ternoon. 

At Press time indications were that the NNP 
would win 14 sears. 

T he po ll was exceedingly high, according to 
veteran newsman Alister Hughes, and could be 
from 80 to 90 per cent. 

In early returns, rhe Maurice Bishop Patriotic 
Movement was fa ring badly. The Gle aner's Jo hn 
Hea rne, ca lling from S1. George's, said they were 
" tora lly obliterated." Eric Gairy's Grenada United 
Party appeared to have secured only one seat, 
Hearn e repo n ed. 

Faring badly too was rhe Christian Democratic 
Labo ur Pan y led by Winston Whyte. Mr. Wh yte 
was a detainee fo r 4 years under Bishop, and after 
the invasion in October last year visited Jamaica. 

The New National Party is a coalition of three 
parties - rhe Grenada National Party of Herbert 
Blaize, the Grenada Democratic Movement of Dr. 
Francis Alexes and the National Democratic Party 
of Geo rge Brizan. 

Mr. Blaize, a lawyer headed the Grenadian 
Government from 1962 to 1967 as leader of the 
victorious Grenada National Party, but has been 
dogged by ill -health. His second in command in 
th e G.N .P. was Ben Jones. 

HERBERT BLAIZE .. .leading in 10 seats 
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b r. Francis Akxes taught law ar Cave Hill , 
Barbados and rernrn ed to Grenada lasr yea r. 
George Brizan was a teacher at the Grenada Boy's 
School and at Bishop's Institute for Further Educa­
tio n. 

T he three parties came together ,u the urging of 
Eastern Caribbean leaders - nO{ably Adams of 
Barbados, M itchell of Sr. Vincent, Charles o f 
Dominica and Compron of Sr. Lucia. 

Prime Min ister Seaga saic! on Sunday thar rhe 
JLP had betn hdping the N~1'. 

Earlier repom through rhe Associated Press 
stated as foll ows: 

Returns from Blai£e's 
Ca rri aco u strongho ld , 
reported by police radio 
because of telepho ne 
fa ilures commo n to rhe 
out-island, gave Blaize 
1,662 votes and his near­
est competiror, Lyle Bul­
len of rhe Maurice Bish­
op Patriotic Movement, 

147 votes. 
Retired pha rmacis t Felix Alexan<ler of the NNP 

won rh c Sr. Mark's co nsrirnency, the first ro report 
fin al resu lts. He had 908 votes ro 744 for Mitchell 
James, a long-time Grenada Uni ted Labour Party 
executive committee member and 139 vores for 
George Louison, Agricul rnre Minister in rhe lefctst 
Government that collapsed in a bloody power 
struggle on October 19, 1983, that triggered the 
U.S-led invasion six days later. 

NNP candidate Tillman Thomas won rhe St. 
Parrick's West seat, with 933 vores to 790 \·ores fo r 
United Labour Pany ca ndidate Winston Frederick, 
67 fo r Bishop Pan y candidate John Caro and just 
18, votes for Winston Whyte, a conservanve rwo­
rime Parliamenta rian who headed rhe Christian 
Democrat ic Labour • Pany. Thaoms was a law 
partner o f slain Prime Minister Maurice Bishop, 
and was jailed in 1982 by his former mentor after 
he helped start a newspaper in defiance of rhe 
leftist regime. T ho mas and Whyte were among 
some 100 polit ical detainees freed by the U.S. 
111vas1on. 

(More relief than jubilation - Page 3) 
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ST. GEORGE'S, Dec. 
4, (CANA) 

The questton of 
whether the head of 
Grenada's outgoing 
caretaker administra, 
tion, Nicholas Brath­
waite, will return to a 
Commonwealth youth 
projecr following yes­
terday's election wm 
by the centrist New 
National Party (NNP) 

. remained hanging to­
day. 

The 59-year-old 
Grenadian said he will 
give an indication 
about his plans in Jan­
uary, after he has had 
a few weeks' rest. 

But he rejected re­
ports that the NNP 
had offered to appoint 
him Governor-Gener­
al, to replace Sir Paul 
Scoon. 

"I have had no dis­
cussion with any polit­
ical party about any 
position," he said. 

Brathwaite, a for­
mer chief education 
officer here, was ap­
pointed chairman of 
an 'Advisory Council' 
which was set up to 

I 

run the island shortly 
after a U.S.-led Octo-

, ~~:e;;:J i:vas~~:/i~~ 

stalled military regime. 
Brathwaite had been 

running the Common­
wealth's you th pro­
gramme's Caribben 
Centre in Guyana which 
he had started in 1974 .. 

The Centre develops 
programmes and pro­
vides training for all 13 
member countries of the 
Caribbean Community 
(CARI.COM). It has 
done pioneer work m 
such areas as youth self. 
employment, and meth­
ods ·of mobilising youths 
in times of natural disas­
ter. 

According to the 
Commonwealth Secre­
tariat, he "developed a 
unique system for youth 
work training by corre­
spondence which has 
since been adopted by 
Commonwealth Youth 
Centres in Africa, Asia 

and the Pacific." 
One of his major 

tasks as head of the 
interim administration 
here was to lay the 

gr<l)und-work for the re­
turn to elected Govern . 
menr after nearly five 
years of lefrist revolu­
tionary Government. 
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J ainRicR ready to work witli Blaiie 
KINGSTON, Dec. 4 Uampress): 

Prime Minister the Rt. Ho n Ed­
ward Seaga said today that Jamaica 
srood ready · to co-operate wirh rhe 
newly ekcted leadership in G renada. 
··: He was commenring on yesterday's 
landslide vict0ry by the New Narional 
Party (NNP) led by fo rmer Premier 
Herbe rt Blaize, in the firsr Parliamen­
tary elections held in that island in 
e ighr years. The NNP wo n 14 o f the 
15 seats. 

Recalling the pa rt r.layed by the 
.Jamaican Government 'in putting an 
end to internal bloodshed in G rena­
da" last year, Mr. Seaga said his 
Administration welcomed the rest0ra­
tion of the democratic, constitutional 

_process in that island and stood ready 
10 co-operate with the new leadership 
freel y elected by the people. 

Followin~ is the statement by the 

Prime Minister. 
"I have t0day sent my congratula­

tio ns tO the New Natio nal Parry 
(NNP) in G renada for its vict0ry in 
yesrerday 's Parliamentary Electio ns. 

"Jamaicans can rake pride in rhe 
res toration o f democratic Govern ­
ment in a neig hbouring Caribbean 
island, after a fa iled Socialist experi ­
ment was brurall v ended last Oct0ber 
by anarchy and a· regime of assassins. 

"The United Srates of America and 
de mocracies of the Caribbean Basin, 
including Jamaica, t0ok join t ac tion at 
the invitation o f the 6ovem o r-Gener­
al of Grenada and th e Organisation of 
Eastern Caribbean States (O .E.C.S.) ro 
put an end tO the internal bloodshed 
m G renada and the threat to neigh­
bouring Ca ribbean Stares. Those wno 
criticised our action then have ro 
answer these qu estio ns ·now: Wo uld 

)e,c.,~ 1'«31 

democracy have returned to G renada 
witho ut our timely and limited inter­
venrio n? Would peace and the will of 
rhe people have prevailed; 

·'M y Government welco mes this 
new democratic start in Grenada, and 
we proud ly proclaim the pan we 
played in bringing it abo ur. 

"We strongly fo vour the res tora-· 
tion o f th e democratic, constituti onal 
process in Grenada · and we stand 
ready tO co-operate with the new 
leadership freely elected by its people. 

" We wish rhe newly elecred lead­
ers of G renada peace and prosperi ry". 

* * * 

'COALITION OF MOD ERA TES' 

.He lorces wirhin th <.' cou ii c ry \ 1·..1s an 
unequ ivoca l rejecrion bv th e Grenadi ­
an people of di ctatorial ~rnd oppre,­
sive regi mes wherh er of rhc reacrio­
nary righr as sy mbo lised by l:ric Gai ry 
o r rh e Marxis t lefr a, sy mbolised by 
rhe rem nants of the Bishop's New 
Jewel Mo vement. '" 

T he resulr of rhe elecr1ons was a 
cl ea r vi ndicarion of the military inter­
ventio n in 1983 "in which Jam:iic.1 
part icipated and which beca me nec­
essary in o rder tO li berate the Grena­
dian pt:ople and t0 ensure th e sccu rit y 
o f the regio n .• , 

The Jama ica Labo u~ Parry . in a 'A TRIUMPH FOR REACTION • 
sta tement signed by pa rry chairman 
Bruce Go ld ing sa id the "overwhelm- . 
ing vi ctory o f th e New Natio nal Part y it 
. representi ng a coa lition of the moder-

T he Workers Pa rr y of Jam aica said 
viewed the "massive vic tory of th e 

(Please turn to Page 3) 
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~Jamaica ready 
(Cont'd from Page I) 

NNP as a triumph for reaction in Grenada itself 
and throughout the region. However this victo ry 
could not have been assu red were it nor for the 
a rmed occupation of Grenada by the United Stares 
anct th e skillfully stage-managed interference by 
0urside reactionary forces which placed rhe other 
~a_r;_ies at considerable disadvantage," th e WPJ said. 

,. '.:rhe massive endorsement of the NNP was 
going to rum so,1 r, however, as long as the new 
@overnmem pursued right wing social and eco­
no111ic policies which its sponsors would no doubt 
WU<lnd. 
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,. House hails 
Grenada vof e 

The House of Representatives yes­
terday acknowledged the holding of 
General Elections in Grenada on 
Monday and wished rhe incoming 
administration "everv success" . 

. The Leader of • the House and 
Minister of Labour, the Hon. J.A.G. 
Smith, on a morion for rhe· adjour­
menr, said Jhat it was most appropri­
ate for the House to remember that 
Grenada had just completed its first 
democratic elections in eight years. 

"I think that it would be right and 
proper for us as Government ro wish 
the incoming Parliament in the sover­
eign state of Grenada every success in 
their endeavours." • ' 

" The Speaker, the Hon. Alva Ross, 
added that the House welcomed the 
news from Grenada . 

The Members supported both Mr. 
Smith and the Speaker with loud 
applause. 
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The lessons of 
Grenada 

by C.S. Reid 

Recentx I have been ferred by elections and was not above 

ll h C bb rigging them. It is no surprise that he 
trave ing own t e ari e- is now grumbling because he lost. He 
an. One good thing about expects elections to be ,rigged! 

travel, is that it helps you to • Peaceful society 
have a more balanced view G . d . b 
f bl b a,ry was ouste in a coup y_ 

o_ . your own pro e~s Y Maurice Bishop, who had promised 
g1vmg you an opportunity to .early elections only as a means of 
see how other reople are keeping the outside :,vorld 1;acified 

· A d II · while he ~crmented his party s hold 
managmg. n_ must te upon the -reins of power and milita-
you that, deS£Ite our present nsed ~ ~ac~ful society. Bishop and 
economic difficulties Jamai- half his Cabinet w~re slaughtered by 

· h '1 their colleagues, mneteen of whom 
c~ IS not t e worst p ace to are ·currently on trial for murder. 
live - not by a very long Nobody knows the number of ordi-
shor nary people who died on the day of 

0 • d · d b the Bishop massacre, when the Army 
. ur roa system IS goo . Y turned its guns on the people who 

Caribbean standards - _despite tried ro protect Bishop. 
the potholes and the slip-shod Coard's and Austin's brief reign of 
repai r system by which we waste terror was brought to an end 6r an 
so much money and time. The ·unprecedented and conrroversia in­
other communication infrastruc- terventipn of American and Caribbe­
ture necessary for ;i modem state an f!1iliiary f~rces. After on·e rear of 
is very mucn in place here. And pumng the pieces together agam, t~e 

· bl b G electoral processes have been put in 
we may g~m e a out ovem- place again, and Grenadians have . 

a 
0 

f1 
u, 
C< 

m<:nt, but m fact we have a very elected a government. 
vmle. d~mocracy at work_ here, It has been a harsh an~ painful 1 
and 1t 1s our duty, and m our pilgrimmage, and the whole world 
interests, to strive to preserve it. was , looking on with the greatest 

For I have seen what it is like to interest to see what Grenada had st 
have an authoritarian police state: and learnt. Everyone agrees that if they sb 
I assu re you, it is not pretty. Your had returnee! Gairy aqd his "mong- bei 
freedom is something Y® take for oose gang" to power, rhe irony would 50, 
granted - until you lose ir. Then have been too hard to bear: But that 
invariably ir cannot be recovered is the price, and the risk of democra- se 
without bloodshed. For those who C)'. Even rascals are given a chance to Th 
rob a people of their freedoms, usual- offer themselves .for election. The nan 
ly play for keeps. They will not give people must use their good sense to e

0
11 

up power freely . . know that nor every sweet-talking ,f 
Surely, this is one of the lessons of politician is a fir person to exercise m 

Grenada's recent history. Last Mon- ~wer. Some do so much harm that it t• 
day for the first time since 1976, the takes a whole ge!}erarion to recover t< 
people of Grenada had a chance to - if ever at all! 
vote in a General Election and elect We Jamaicans must surely wish p 
leaders of their own choice. They Grenada and their new Government t 
have come to it by a tortuous route. well . . But we should le~rn a lesson f 
First there was Enc Gairy who held from them - and watch carefully our 1 elections bur· abused rhe powers con- own backyard! , UWI L
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Blaize · relaxes before 
J 

tackling qrenada's woes 
ST GEORGE'S 
Dec. 6 (AP): 

New Prime Min­
ister Herbert A. Blaize 
huddled with support­
e r s and potential 
members of his newly 
elected Government 
today as most Grena­
dians relaxed during a 
special national holi­
day. 

Unlike his prede­
cessors - slain leftist 
Maurice Bishop and 
deposed Prime Min­
ister Sir Eric Gairy -
Blaize had no body­
guards or police pro­
tection as he held 
court at the modest 
downtown guesthouse 
where he stays while 
on the island. He will 
probably stay later at 
the official Prime 
Minister's residence, 
but will commute by 
plane every weekend 
to his home on Car­
riacou, and out-island 
of 13 square miles just 
north of Grenada. 

The low-key, 66-
year-old attorney made 
few enemies in three 
decades of politics, but 
also never won such a 
mandate as his moderate 
New National Party 
captured Monday in the 
nation's first - elections 
since 1976. 

The party took 59 
per cent of the vore and 
14 of 15 parliamentary 
seats in trouncing Ga­
iry's United Labour Par­
ry and a leftist party. 
Gairy's sole winner re-

signed his seat because 
of electoral "discrepan­
cies." Gairy, a self-styled 
mystic and · unidentifed 
flying objects buff and 
ruled with the help of 
thugs called "The Mon~ 
goose gang," claimed 
that ballots were chemi­
cally marked and voters 
pencils chemically 
treated to change the 
voters' choices. 

·Blaize is required to 
convene parliament 
within 30 days. But he 
said that before assign­
ing ministerial portfo­
lios, he and party leaders 
want to study Grenada's 
Government Apparatus, 
controlled for nearly 
five years by Bishop's 
leftists and one year by 
an appointed interim 
council. 

Blaize attended a spe­
cial service at the Angli­
can Church here yester­
day. He explained that 
he wanted to begin his 
term of office "On my 
knees: "Greeting sup­
porters, He said: "This 
victory is yours. 

"This government is 
for all the people. He 
will include . everyone," 
he pledged. 

''This is just like a 
story that has been 
played out to the proper 
ending. Good tri­
umphed," said Dr. Geof­
frey Bourne, vice-chan­
cellor of the American­
run off-shore medical 
school here whose pres­
ence was a chief reason 
- along with returning 
democracy -for the 
October 25, 1983, U.S.­
led invasion that fol­
lowed bishop's execu-

tion and a radical army 
Junta takeover. 

"We're very happy. 
This is definitely a gov­
ernment we can work 
with," Bourne said. 

Bourne said the 
school will now go 
ahead with plans to 
build additional dormi ­
tories and lecture halls 
here. He said the school 
also wants to work with 
rhe government on stud­
ies of nutrition and 
sickle-cell anemia here. 

have filed investment 
and development propo­
sals with Grenada au­
thorities. But that eveb 
those with apprornl 
from the interim gO\·ern-
ment were mostly hold­
ing off on actually start­
ing the projects until 
airer seeing the outcome 
of elections. 

One of bl.tize·s first 
acts was writing to Presi­
dent Re.igan to request 
that the 250 U.S. Troops 
on rhe island remain in­
definire1'-, until Grenad.t 
has a fuily trained police 

One of the 
force. 

first i-"----------:--
An1eril'.'ans to answer ---......J 

Reagan administration 
calls for investment in 
the backward island, toy 
manufanurer Bill Ingle, 
said he would have 
dosed operations if the 
new National Party 
hadn't won the elel·· 
rions. 

Boston businessman 
David McCourt, one oi 
several potential inves­
tors who helped raised 
thousands of dollars for 
the U.S.-favored New 
Natio,nal Party, said he 
would have lost interest 
in investing here if 
Blaize·s party had lost. 

But the election win­
ners denied that rhe 
United States. influenced 
the polls, and several 
complained to Brtitish 
officials when the Brit­
ish Bro_adcasting Cor­
poration - widely lis­
tened to in the English­
speaking Caribbean -
called the· party "Ameri­
can-backed." U.S. agen­
cy for international de­
velopment officials here 
had said that dozens of 
American . businessmen 
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Barbados will withdraw 

police from Gren~da but .. :-
BRIDGETOWN, Barbados, Dec 4, 
CANA: 

Barbados is prepared to withdraw 
.its police from Grenada, where they 
are helping to keep the peace, once 
St. George's has completed the train ­
ing o( its force, bur how long Barba­
dian sold iers stay there will depend 
on whether Grenada joins a six-na­
tion regional defence pact, Prime 
Minister Tom Adams has said. 

In an interview on the state­
owned .radio Barbados last night, 
Adams, however, said he saw no 
need for· the permanent stationing of 
U.S. soldiers in Grenada. 

Barbados and a number of 01her 
Ciribbean islands sent soldiers" and 
policemen to Grenada late last year 
to back up U.S. troops which had 
invaded to unseat a military junta. 
Three are now about 700 American 
and caribbcan soldiers and po­
licemen on peace keeping duty in the 
spice isle. 

" I think that 1he Grenada Govern­
ment should and will train its own 
police with the assistance of .the ' 
other countries which are helping 
them ... " Adams rema rked. When this 
is done there should be no need for 
foreign policemen in Grenada.'~ 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



' - - · ~ ·~ 1 ~ -

1/ 
Blaize b ck in 
the limelight 

after .20 years in 
the Wilderness· 

ST. GEORGE'S, Dec. 4. (CANA) ._ 
After nearly 20 years in the political wilder­

ne~s, Herbert Blaize, at age 66, has been catapulated 
back into the limelight in Grenada and the Eastern 
Caribbean. 

Seventeen years ago, the British-trained lawyer, then leadir:ig his 
G renada National Party (GNP), lost to Eric Gairy's Gren.1&1 Un'ited 
La bour Party (G ULP) and since then was relegated to an opposition 
role. .. 

Today, he was being swo rn in as 
Prime Minister of this 133 square 
mile Eastern Caribbean island nation, 
after crushing all oppositio n, includ­
ing GULP, in yesterday's general 
electio ns, rhe fi(st here si nce 1976. 

Blaize, paniall y crippled by arth~ ­
ris, heads the New Natio nal Party 
(N N P), a union of three centrist 
groups formed last August to p revent 
the right-wing populist Gairy from 
rega ining power. 

United States o ffi cials ·and Ca rib­
bean leade rs act ively encouraged the 
pa rty's formation after months of 
bickering between centrist leaders 
fa il ed to produce an electoral alli ­
ance. 

A moderate conservati ve and 
lo ng-sta nding opponent o f Gairy, 
Blaize served as Chief Minister under 
British colonial rule from 1960 to 
196 1 and. again from 1962 to 1967. 

W idely regarded as an elder 
statesman here, he is t ry ing to steer a 
middle cou rse between Gairy 's rough 
populism and the ideologica l into l­
er:mcc of rhe Marxists who over­
threw Ga iry in the Commo nweal th 
Cari bbean's fi rst coup in March 
1979. 

Bla ize stands more for a style o f 
government - free and fair elec­
tions, an independent judiciary and 
ho nest rule - than for a given set of 
policies. 

He was bo rn on Carriacou, o ne 
of two so-call ed ''out islands", alo ng 
wirh Piti r Mart inique, that make up 
rhc sr:ire of G ren:ida. His education 
beg:111 i,; loca l schoo ls afte r whi ch he 
jo in ed the civil service as a treasury 
,o ff ic ia l in 1937. 

A yea r la ter, he was serio usly 
inj ured in a cycle accident and since 
then has been plagued by poor 
hea lth . 

In I 944 Blaize emigrated to the 
Du rch isb nd o f Aruba to work as a 
clerical office r and English teac her at 
th e huge o il refinery there . 

Ga iry, Blaize's fu ture po liti cal ri-

va l, was also wo rking there at the 
rime and they both bec1rne inv~ed 
in the trade union movement. Blaize 
returned ro G renada in 1952 and 
fo unded rhe Grenada National Parrv 
in 1955 in an effo rt to coo"n.ter 
Ga iry's G renada United La bour Par­
ty . 

In 1957 he ent ered Parli:1ment 
and served as Trade and Production 
Minister until he became rhe isla',fld 's 
first Chief Minister in 1960 wnen a 
constitutional change removed the 
is land from th e iu risdini o n o f the 
Governo r o f the Wind wa rd Islands 
whi ch included Sr. Lucia, Sr. Vincent 
and Dominica. , 

Blaize studied law through a cor­
respo ndence co urse and passe~ the 
exa mination set by the law society in 
London. 

He was defeated by Gairy irt the 
196 1 general elections bur bounced 
bac k into po wer the following -year 
a ft er the British had removed (;airy 
fro m o ffi ce in the midst of a corrup­
tion sca ndal. 

Du ring his subsequent five-year 
te rm , G renada achieved self-rule as 
an associated stare, bu t Gairy Swt.'Vf 
back into power after elections in 
I 96 7 and Bla ize became leader of the 
opposi tion. 

In I 976, two yea rs after full inde­
pendence, Blaize 's party joined an 
a ll iance with Mauri ce Bishop's N ew 
Jewel Movement (NJM ) to try 10 . 

defea t Gairy 's increasingl y rep!:ess1ve 
Govern ment . 

Ho wever, Ga iry won the elec ­
iio ns, ignoring allegations of fraud, 
o nl y to be overrhrown by the NJ M 
in rhe March 13, 1979 coup. 

A quiet-spoken, mild-mannered 
fat her of six, Blaize retired ,o C irria ­
cou after th e coup. but returned to 
the politi cal a rena after the October 
1983 U.S.-lcd in vasion which i)Ut 
down the left-wi ng junta that had 
seized power kill ing Bisho p and se· e­
ra I Ca binet co lleagues. 
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Grenada's election figures 
ST. GEORGES, l.)ec. 5, CANA : 

Final 'results of Grenada's general election Mon­
day show the winni pg New National Parry (NN P), 
which carried off 14 of the 15 sears, captured 58.6 

:Rper cent of the 40,953 votes casr. T hat amounted 
~ to 23,984 votes. 

'· Eric Gairy's Grenada United Labour Parry 
('l (GULP), which rook the remai ning sear secured 

14,6n Vot~S or 35.8 per cent . 

The three o ther groups in rhe race, the leftist 
Maurice Bishop Patriot ic Movement (M BPM ), rhe 
Christian Democratic Labour Parry (CDL P) and rhe 
tiny Grenada Federated Labour Parry (G FLP) fo il ed 
to make any serious impression on rh e_ electo rate. 

The MBPM , led by fo rm er governmenr Minisrer 
Kendrick Radix po lled 2,022 votes o r 4.9 per cenr 

of the popular vore. The COLP of ex-parliamenta­
rian Wi nston Whyre managed a mere 106 votes and 
rh e G FLP, wh_ich conresred a single seat, a paltry 
nine votes. 

. The re were some 48,000 people on the electoral , 
roll. • 

The landslide 14-1 victory for the NNP, headed 
by Grenada firs t chief minister, veteran attorney 
I lerbcrr Blaize, 66, rep resenred the biggest sweep 
by an~• political party in elections here, electo ral 
offi ials said. 

The GULP won nine of rhe 15 sears in the last 
,uch poll in December 1976, th e o rher five going to 
:m alliance of opposi tio n parti es wh ich was fo rmed 
to fighr Ga iry's demo nancc of the loca l pol itical 
scene. 
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Charles welcomes 
Grenada vote 

ROSEAU, 
(CANA) 

DEC. 4 United Labour Party 
(GULP) of ex-Prime 
Minister Eric Gairy. Dominica Prime Min-

1 ister Eugenia Charles has 
welcomed the landslide 

,win by the centrist New 
National Party (NNP) in 
yesterday's general elec­
tion to return the neigh­
b ou ring island of 
Grenada to Parliamen­
tary Government for the 
first time in five years. 

"I am glad the mid­

"I have always felt 
that until the people 

• elected their own lead­
ers, rhe country would 
not settle down," Miss 
Charles added in an ob­
vious reference to Gre­
nada's 1979 coup which 
deposed the island's last 
elected Government. 

dle-of-the-road party---11P-----­
won," declared the Ca­
ribbean's lone woman 
leader and a staunch ad­
vocate of democratic 
government. 

She was responding 
to the preliminary results 
in the poll, which gave 
the NNP, headed by 
veteran attorney Herbert 
Blaize 14 of the 15 seats 
- the other going to • 
the rightist Grenada 

v 
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Blaize dismisses 
bogus poll charges 

ST GEORGE'S, Dec. 6 (CANA) 

Grenada's new Prime Minister Herbert Blaize says the conduct of 
Monday's general election was beyond reproach and ha·s dismissed 
allegations by two parties of fraudulent practices. 

Leader of the G renada United Labou r Party (GULP) ex- Prime Minister Eric Gairy and 
Kendrick Radi x, who heads the left -wing Maurice Bishop Pat rio tic Movement (MBPM ) both 
all eged that a speciall y-trea ted paper was used for the ballo ts which were secretely ma rked 
pro-New National Party (NNP) and there were om missions from -the voters list. 

The NNP captured 14 o f th e 15 sears and 58.6 
percent of th e 40,953 votes cast. T he G ULP won 
th e lo ne no n-NNP sear and says it will nor accept 
it beca 11 se th e elcri o n was rigged. 

Blai ze, th e 66 yea r-o ld fo rm er Chief M1111ste r, 
ro ld a news conference: " We in vited through tl~e 
Governo r General, o utsid e o bservati o n. We invited 
th e Unit ed Nations, O rganisa tion o f Ameri can 
Srates (O AS), the Commonwea lth Secretariar.. .orher 
internati o nal o rganisations. 

"The Uni ted Nati ons did no r ca re to scnJ a 
representati ve body beca use they arc still hosti le to 

the s1tuat1011 that cau sed Ameri ca and our fri end ly 
Caribbean countries to come to o ur rescue. I 
undersrand th e British Go vernment, no twithstand ­
ing th e Commonwealth Secratariat did send a 
diplomatic delegation and Ca nada d id send a 
delega tion .. . " 

" ... and they have seen for themselves that th e 
condu ct o f the el ections o ve r th e last day was such 
that there was no grounds for reproach," Bla ize 
s.i.i.d . 
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Religion 
GRENADA: challenge for 

Church in Jamllica 
Grenada continues to attract international 
attention. The recent general election is not 
about to diminish that attention for events 
in Grenada derive their significance from a 
certain trend in history which is going to 
make Grenada a sort of case-study of En­
glish-speaking Caribbean territories. That 
trend, in terms of geo-politics relates to 
ideology. It seems that Grenada may be 
taken as a 'test-case' for judging the future 
of so many other Caribbean territories 
which were once sugar colonies of Britain. 
That, no doubt, explains the high interest in 
Grenada by the other Caribbean territories, 
and even by the super-powers, of events in 
Grenada . 

But how does all this high-powered political 
interest relate to the Church? The relation is 
inevitable for the Church is very much pan of the 
fabric of any .society: The Church cannot and did 
not remain untouched by events there and is not 
likely to remain unmo;ed and uninvolved. What 
then has been the role of the Church? What 
ought to be the role of the Church?• 

This discussion · on the role of the Ch urch 
ought to involve Jamaica in relation ro Grenada 
for at least two major reasons. The first may . be 
assessed as purely theological. The Church as the 
body of Christ is one, and so the experience of 
any section of the Church ought to be the 
concern of every other section of rhe Church. 
Secondly, for cultural reasons there ought to be 
an .affinity which generates concern. Grenada is a 
sister Caribbean territory. Much 'of the history of 
Grenada is · simi lar. The pattern of European 
exploi tation, African degradation, and so on is 
the same in fundamentals. Also, the ancestry 
seems shared. As one Caribbean leader has . ex­
pressed it, "The ships merely went in different 
directions; that's why we are in different rerriro-

• " nes. 
I am concerned, therefore, that to all appea r-

ances rhe Church in Jamaica has nor chosen ro 
play a more meaningful and positive role in the 
social ·reconstruction that must now be taking 
place in Grenada. Surely, initial moves ought 10 

have been visit~ for data gathering, followed by 
public sharing of the information to engender 
widespread support for plans· which might devel­
op. I have no knowledge of such public •efforts 
and so must assume fai lure ro proclaim and 
programme. 

CHURCH COMMENTARY 

-
BY 

BILLY 
HALL .,. a -A few weeks ago I spoke with two fo reign 

journalists of Christian orienration who were in 
Grenada to gather information for the Church in 
North America and England. They reported little 
positive work by the Church in terms of the real 
needs of Grenada. More mass evangelistic cru­
sades and tract distribution ' or airing of foreign 
produced programmes in • foreign voices and 
promotion of more Christian literature with no 
reference to the Caribbean cannot be the answer. 

Surely, what is first · required is intelligent 
data gathering, mainly too, what the leaders of 
the Church in Grenada perceive to be the prob­
lem and rhe analysis of needs they have. Here is a 
country where evangelicals have no impressive 
hisrory of working together, much more Pente­
costals, Anglicans and Roman .Catholics. A work­
ing relationship_ among the major Church groups 
is one of the pressing needs of th e . Church in 
Jamaica. Secondly, there is need for more appre- . 

\"ORD of GOD 
Lord, how are they 

increased that trouble 
me! Many are they that 
rise up against me. 

Manr there be which 
say o my soul, There is 
no help for him in God. 
Selah. 

But thou, 0 Lord, art a 
shield for me ; mr glo­
ry, and the lifter o mine 
head . , Psalm 3 

ciarion of political systems. The Church in Grena­
da needs to· be better equipped to understand, 
appreciate and respond ro the political process. 
Evangelicals have been notoriously ignorant be­
cause of theological education in a vacuum. 

Unity problem 
Another area of pressing need is for infra­

strucrnral systems to handle unity problems. In 
Grenada, there is no Youth for Christ movement, 
a weak • and embryonic lnrer-school Christian 
Fellowship, no Child Evangelism Fellowship, etc. 
The radio broadcasts by church groups are nearly 
all sermonic • and foreign, lacking delivery in the 
more authentic Grenadian voice. 

My comments on the situation in Grenada is 
based on a personal visit, talks · with some of the 
Church leaders while they were visiting Jamaica, 
discussions with an associate who visited too, on 
my behalf, and with Christian journalists who did 
facr-finding there, as well as certain reading and 
talks with non-Church individuals. 

The purpose of roday·s column is reallx to 
-openl/'challenge the Church in Jamaica to under­
rake g~eater responsibility : for the work of th<: 
Lord in Grenada through a programme of system­
atic assistance~ Ir is not enough for -the Baptist to 
visit or report that the Jamaican missionary there' 
of rhe Jamaica Baptist Union is safe. 

It is nor enough for one denomination r_o say 
ochers of rhe same denomination were helped: 
The Jamaica Council of Churches, and the J,unai­
ca Associar"ion of Evangelicals ought to be taking 
more steps of public significance in rendering aid 
ro rhe Church in Grenada, consistent with ,the 
independence • and dignity and needs of the 
Church there, and with the moral requirement of 

/ the New Testament mandate of missions. 
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GULP man sends resignation to Scoon \ 
ST. GEORGE'S, Dec. 9, (CANA) 

The Grenada United Labour Party's (GULP) 
lone successful candidate in last Monday's general 
election Marcel Peters, has written the Governor­
General' and the Clerk of Parliament declining the 
post of opposition leader because of alleged elec­
tion fraud. 

Peters, who won the St. Andrew's north-east 
seal,· said in a letter to Governor-General Sir Paul 
Scoon : " .. .I wish to inform you that due to my 

total dissatisfaction with the conduct of the .elec­
tions and the manifest interference by certain 
outside fo~~es, I hereby formally decline the ap­
pointment. 

"I also formall y state that I shall not be taking 
up my seat m the House of Representatives " he 
added in tlie latter dated December 7. ' 

In a letter to the Clerk of Parliament, Peters 
said his decision was "irrevocable and final." 

Parliament is scheduled tO open on December 
28, the first time since the elections. 
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Grenadians abroad urged 
to return home 

BRIDGETOWN, Dec. 9, (CANA) 
The powerful Barbados Workers Union (BWU) 

roday urged Grenadadians living abroad to return 
home and contribute ro the country's development 
following last Monday's sweeping general elections 
vicrory by the rnntrist coalition New National 
Party (NNP). 

Writing in his weekly newspaper column, BWU 
General-Secretary Frank Walcott said that in true 
democratic form a large percentage of the Grenadi­
an electorate turned out and gave the country an 
opportu ni ty to return to normalcy. 

•Since the left-wing New Jewel Movement 
(NJM) seized power the last four years have seen 
the island under a state of seige, the veteran trade 
unionist said. He added that Grenadians previously 
suffered under a regime which was a mixture of 
feudalism and fascism. 
• "We rejoice at the outcome of the elections in 
Grenada, and we extend our congratulations to the 
.new Government," Walcott said. 

"We hope rhat maf!y of them (Grenadians living 
abroad) will .. .feel free to return to Grenada and 
make a contribution to the rebuilding of their 
homeland. 
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Grenada's choice 
In Grenada on December 4, the 
coalition of moderate parties 
led by Mr. Herbert Blaize 
swept the polls claiming 59 
percent of the votes cast and 
14 of the 15 seats. The elec­
tions turned out to be a 
straight fight between Mr. 
Blaize's New National Party 
and Sir Eric Gairy's Grenada 

. United Labour Party. 
Bur the real triumph was for 

democracy. For rhe people 
voted in great numbers: over 
85 percent of rhe 48,000 regis­
tered voters cast their ballots. 
This compares more than fa­
vourably with the USA where 
nor more rhan 53 percent 
vo ted in the November 6 elec-

• tJOnS. 

Independent observers have 
commented favourably on the 
flawless arrangements for the 

elections. And so the aMega­
tions by Sir Eric Gairy and the 
Left in the Maurice Bishop 
'Patriotic Movement of bogus 
voting and external rigging of 
the elections, respectively, 
would appear to be hollow. 

These a ll egations, with 
rhose made in Jamaica that the 
1980 elections were" lost by the 
Government because of CIA 
activity, reflect a lack of confi ­
dence in their own people by 
those making the all egat ions. 

In our view, the people of 
Grenada have shown mature 
wisdom in avoiding the 
extremes of a Gairy or of the 
remnants of the Bishop com­
munist movement. They have 
chosen the modera.te path in 
their yearning for development 
with stabi lity. We wish them 
well. 

Opinions on this Page, except for those in the Editorials 
above, do not necessarily reflect the views of the GLEANER 
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Gairy t.alk~ ~ .:.,:_··:· 
with the Le -t:. 
ST. GEORGE'S, Dec. 9, (CAN A) 

leader of the right-wing Grenada United La~· 
bour ParTy (GULP), Eric Gairy, said today that . .his 
group had held discussions with the leftist forc.c 
that toppled him in a 1979 coup on the om•:ome. 
of last Monday's general election, whicfi t ,ey 
both lost. • 

Gairy told reporTers that th e Maurice, Bishop 
Patriotic Movement (MBPM ) of former Gu.vern-· 
ment Minister Kenrick Radix ·had sent ont, l)t its 
unsuccessful candidates to find ou r w~ar .~l..(: 
GULP was planning to do in rerms of protcsJ1n,g 
the outcome of the elections. • .. 

The poll, the first on the island in eight years, 
was won by the centrist New Narionat 'Px1r • 
(N NP) of Herbert Blaize, which rook 14• of! the 
15 parliamenta ry sears ar stake. The orher a( 
went to the GULP. 

Both the GULP and the t\'I BPM had claimed 
that the electio ns were rigged. · C. airy nored the' 
parTies' ideological differences, and ~a id: "'Wha'r. 
we have in comino n is rhar we are both vicriins of 
rigged elections, and we belie,·c rhar the A·men·" • 
cans overdid it." • • •. •• 

Radix was a member of the New .J wd 
Movement (NIM ), which toppled Gairy's Govc1;n­
ment in a 1979 coup. After fe uding between NJ f0 
moderates and hardliners, rh e leftists were u'n-' 
seated in a U .S.- led invasio n in October I 983~ • -

Asked whether the two grot\ps wotdd 'srage' 
some form of joint protest, th e deposed PTime• 
Minister said that du ring th e tal ks with, th . 
MBPM envoy he was no t able ro indicate m 
detail what the GULP wou ld be doing, bur 
added: .. Our people expect we wo ul d protest." 

"Our party executive is conside ri ng rh e m.osr 
effective means right now. We are gq1rig -to 
protest," he said. • . . 

Gairy also said his supporrers no longer rn-1sted 
Americans, apart fro m President Reagan. and 
Secretary of State George Shu lu:. . • , 

"I have· confidence in Mr. Reagan\ integri-q, , I· 
have confidence in Mr. George Sh ultz, the .Seem ... . 
ta ry of Srate. I want to feel sure rhai they know. 
norh ing about what has happened. Ir was don ar 
rhe lower level," Gairy remarked. . , 

"We would not accuse M r. Reagan or -Skflrz 
ar all of anything like that (rigging elections). I--
think their hands are dean." •· 

Gai ry also reported that since his return home·· 
from four and a half years o f ex ile in rhe Urrited 
States most of his discussions with Americ'lrrv 
diplomats here were "sto rmy." 
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ERIC GAIRY ... a ghost that still haunts 
the Grenadian consciousness ... 

There was as much relief as there 
was: celebration in the singing, conch 
she'll_ • blowing, happy shouting and 
roaq 'marching on Tuesday night last 
in Grenada. 

Few people seemed able to really believe 
that Eric Gairy - that sleek carnivore - was 
not out of the way. Even at ten o'clock on 
Monday night, when the counting of votes 
sto~ped until the following morning, there 
was a .quiet irrational unease among many to 
whom I spoke. I say irrational because it was 
clear to any outsider with the smallest knowl­
edge • of a free electoral process that Herbert 
Blaize and his New National Party were home 
and dry with a majority that any politician 
elsewhere would have envied. 

indeed, in most countries accustomed to demo­
cratic elections, Mr. Herbert Blaize's opponents 
would have conceded long before ten o'clock on 
the Monday ni$ht. His parry alr~ady had, by my 
smiple calculanon worked out m the head, an 
irreversible majority in ten out of fifteen constitu­
encies and in at least three other seats there could 
be little question that fresh counting on the Tues-

Grenada 
Notebook I 

day morning would be only a formal exercise. 
At shortly before ten on the Monday night, I 

put a telephone call through to this newspaper and 
told the Editor that he could confidently run a 12-
3 or 13-2 story that Blaise and the NNP were clear. 
Even then I was hedging my bets. A few hours 
later, before the counting restarted, the BBC was 
quite accurately calling the shots at 14 NNP, 1 for 
the rest. 

Collection of misfits 
And yet it took a lot of persuasion - even 

when I showed them the figures - to convince 
most of my Grenadian friends on the Monday 
night that they already had a new government. 
Only a few could bring themselves to accpet that 
Gairy was aground in the shallows· and that a 
pathetic collection of misfits and the politically 
ignorant, known as the Maurice Bishop Patriotic 
Movement, had sunk without trace. 

Eric Gairy is a ghost that still haunts the 
Grenadian political consciousness. He is a rather 
squalid ghost, to be sure, but it would be idle to 
deny that he is - or was up to last Monday night 
- a still formidable presence ... Stuck up there in 
his P.ink house on the hill - with an unlisted 
telephone number, refusing to see any foreign Press 
who didn't have a TV camerabuttering confident 
prophecies manifested to him y God - he was 
still being seriously considered as a possible winner 
long after all the indications were that his time, and 
his sort of rule, were clearly past. 

But he is a phenomenon which the Grenadian 
people have not properly explained to themselves. 
And any unexplained manifestation of force must 
be disturbing, must arouse a superstitious awe. 

Almost attractive 
He has been on any count, a Tammany Hall 

style politician during die thiny or so years dunng 

• 
By 

John 

Hearne 

• 
which he has been a trade unionist and the leading 
political figure in his country. A cool and contemp­
tuous insolence about public opinion -even when 
he was caught with his fingers in the public till -
has been his style. He is so vulgar, and so open in 
his admission of cunning, or whimsical, misdeeds 
that he is almost attractive. _ 

Swopping Ga1ry stories is a sure way of making 
a late drink before bed agreeable and hilarious 
wherever a group of us who have interviewed him 
over the years happen to meet covering quite 
another story. Whether he is talking on flying 
saucers, the mysterious destructive forces in the 
Bermuda Triangle, his most favoured, personal 
alliance with God or simply about ripping-off 
hurricane relief, he is good copy for a ourst of 
astonished laughter. 

Yet he is also shrewd. It is significant that he 
took the measure of the late Reverend James Jones 
- the leader of the mass suicide cult at 

Cont'd on Page 27 
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Cont'~ from Page 8 
Jonestown in Guyana - and refused to allow 
Jones ro establish a base in Grenada before Jones 
picked on Guyana as the proper setting for his 
monstrous, and successful, experiment wi th a thou­
sand voluntary deaths. 

Survivor's instincts 
Gairy claims that he had a foreknowledge that 

entertai ning Jones would have involved his country 
in an enormous tragedy; and that he refused Jones 
squatting rights because of this divinely inspired 
prescience - despite pressure by American poli­
ticians, and despite the very comfortable cash 
benefits which would have been his had he allowed 
Jones a place in the Grenadian sun. 

I am inclined to believe Gairy. He is a survivor 
with all a su rvivor's instincts. In a James Jones he 
smelt trouble at a level he could not handle. 

l )is quality, I think p artially explains <.,airy's 
thi rty years domination of Grenadian pol itics. He is 
a snake oil seller who knows when to leave town. 
Moreover, he is a snake oil seller, a confidence 
trickster, who probably genuinely believes his own 
most outrageous claims to occult powers and 
special knowledge of the universe. 

He certainly had - and probably still has to a 
large extent - a lot of his fellow citizens believing 
in his powers and special knowledge. Although he 
was overthrown with ridiculous ease by the New 
Jewel Movement in 1979, he was back -in his 
count ry - unrepentant, and almost reproachful 
about the in~ratitude of those who had abandoned 
him - withm a few months of the rescue mission 
in Grenada last October by America, the Eastern 
Caribbean countries, and Jamaica. 

Clown 
And up to Tuesday morning last week, he had a 

lot of people deeply worried that he could do it 
again: that he could return to power under the sort 
of free system of voting he had never permitted. 
He believed it, sincerely; and a lot of his country­
men were prepared to accept that whatever he 
believed was pretty well ordained. • 

He is a clown and a rogue; he is also a sinister 
and signi ficant example of what a small society, 
unpractised in politics, will allow ro emerge as the 
commandi ng figure. H is career goes a long way to 
explain ing the sad and ultimately tragic farce of the 
Maurice Bishop years between 1979 and 1 Q83. 

In J subsequent article, I will consider what I 
think occurred between those dares when Maurice 
Bishop toppled Gairy with no inore than a few 

. ri fl es and the harsh but necessa ry moment last year 
, when the Grenadian society had ro be saved as one 
: • would rescue a man going down fo r the third rime. 

It is impossi ble to understand Bishop wirhou1 

1 fi rst having some appreciation of Gairy. 
,l 
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Window on •the world 1/lt/_lf 

Defeat of Gairyism 
by Vincent Tulloch 

It is all over in Grenada. At least that is how 
ft would appear from this far. The American­
backed coalition party, the New National Party 
(NNP), swept the polls, taking 14 out of 15 
seats at stake. 

The fight in the first-past-the-post contest was between 
the moderates and the so-called extremists on the right, 
with a little spluttering from the left thrown in for good 
measure. 

Everybody was so elated that even Prime Minister Seaga, a 
day before the polls had no compunction in crowing about the 
pany-ro-party support that his Jamaica Labour Party OLP), had 
given to the NNP. In fact, Seaga let it be known that a sitting 
Member of Parliament was there to boost rhe four-man JLP 
campaign team. 

Talk about internal meddling! Just imagine in the days of 
Bishop, a New Jewel team here to assist the WPJ in a run-up to 
our·election! 

Leaders in Washington, Kingston and other eastern Caribbean 
capitals can now breathe a little freer with the defeat of 
Gairyism. 

Serious problems 
Yer, while there is much to rejoice in the defeat of Gairy's 

Grenada United Labour Party, the serious problems facing rhe 
country on the economic scene may present an even more 
difficult challenge for the new administration than the security 
issue which everybody seems robe_ hooked on. . 

This is nor ro suggest that security is not a major issue in the 
area, bur if the new administration does nor come up with 
something' in a reasonably short time, the· events of 1979 may 
very well be repeated. 

However, before the economic issues are addressed, the life 
of the government must be looked at. Coalition governments are 

not particularly attractive in the Caribbean. In fact, it is only in 
St. Christopher-Nevis that a coalition exists and appears to be 
workin~. And that is so because of special conditions relating to 
that twm-island federation. 

The Grenada coalition is a horse of a different colour. It was, 
more or less a shotgun marriage forced by the United States and: 
implemented by Barbados, Dominica and St. Vincent. It was. 
argued then that the initiative taken with the invasion last year, 
October in ousting the communist build-up, would be lost with! 
the return Q.f Gairy, hence the need for a united front fr,om the) 
splinter groups to challenge Ga1ry. 1, 

Power squabbles I 

The New Prime Minister, Herbert Blaize, apart from health 
reasons, may very well have to step down soon as the othe 
aspirants to power come forward. IL is well known that George 
Brizan is the darling of the small commercial sector and was the 
pick of the interim government that ruled µp to now. He is 
unlikely to si\ back quietly. 

The question is how long will the government survive before 
it is toppled by internal power squabbles which are common to 
coalitions and even more so those hastly patched together. \ 

On the economic scene the country is near bankrupt. 
Contrary to the claims of Bernard Coard and others of the 
Peoples Revolutionary Government, the country had no su~lus 
and was no shining star to other small economies in the region. 
It was kept afloat by loans from the communist bloc and other 
radical states such as Libya. 

But communists are the masters of the art ' of distortion and 
dis-information. Hence, longmg for a socialist success, they 
sought to tell a gullible world how well the country tackled its 
economic problems. 

The nutmeg industry has collapsed, thanks to a trade 
agreement with the Soviet Union and the flooding of the market 
by Indonesia. Two thirds of this financial year's budget will be 
funded by foreign aid, mainly from the United States. 

So while the United States, Jamaica and Barbados worry 
about security, the economic problems and the shaky nature of 
coalitions are likely to keep Grenada boiling even more than· 
Gairy and his UFOs. 
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GRENADA 
ELECTION 
Mr. Herbert Blaize is Grenada's new 
Prime Minister. His political party, the 
New National Party (NNP), won a 
landslide victory in last week's General 
Ele.dtion. The NNP won 14 out of the 
15 seats in the Grenada Parliament. 

Prime Minister Blaize was sworn in 
by the Governor-General of Grenada, 
Sir Paul Scoon. This was the first 
General Election to be held in Grena­
da in eight years. 
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Grenaita's 
Parliamellt 9

/ 
opens 
Dec. 28 
St. George, Grenada, (AP) 

Grenada's Parliament will open 
December 28 for the first time since 
the March 1979 revolution of Mau• 
rice Bishop's the N:ew Jewel 
Movement ovenhrew parliamentary 
democracy. 

The staning date for the newly­
elected Parliament, and a religious 
service late next week, were an­
nounced on Friday night by Prime 
Minister Herben Blaize in a broad-
cast over Radio Grenada. • 

Blaize told of speciaJ:­
ensure that a maximu -
Grenadians will be a 
hear the initial par!' tary pro­
ceedings. "We are arranging with a 
team of expens ffl video, tele­
vision, and radi , . ~pthroughout 
Grenada," he:i ·that wherever 
you are in Gre • r Carriacou, you 
will be able . and hear what is 
going on in Parliament when it re­
opens.". 

. \ 
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The Grenadian elections 
fH E resounding victory of the centrist NNP 
coa lition in the recent elections in Grenada 
represents a n important milestone in the 
return of tha t country to parliarl)entary d e­
mocracy. 

M ost press reports have been emphasising 
th e huge seat majority won by the victorious 
party, thus focussing on the devastating defeat 
~uffered by Gairy's G.U.L.P. and the minor 
parties. 

• • 

By 

Carl 
Ston~ 

• Bur th e rt'sults show that the victorious NNP 
earned some 58.6 per cent of the popular vote 
which is about equivalent to the popular vote: 
margm won by th <; JLP here in 1980. The G.U.L.P provideithe objective IS to restore the people's 
po ll ed 35.8 per cent coming second and the choice over who sho uld govern , ·] supported Tanza-. 
MBPM 4.9 per cent. A substantial number of nia going into .Uganda for much th t: sa me ·reasoi:i 
Grenadians did not vote for 

0

the winning party and that I, supported the invasion of Grenada. 
th e popular vote majority is of a level that could be Bur there were costs · in volved. Those -costs are 
w,1ped our in a few yea~ if the new · government now sharply posed by the events leading up to the 
fail s to measure up to the expectations of the . recent elections there. 

Grenadian people, The winning party·coalition has bet;n sponsored 
The socialist regime in Grenada under the late by Washington and external interests involved in 

Maurice Bishop had earned a lucrative marketing the i,:wasion played a _ key role in pressuring the 
contract to export 500 tons of nutmeg to Mosc9w Grenadian p_olitical leaders into forming this coali­
annually (see South, December 1984, p. 94). That tion party. Now their intentions may be good (e.g. 
contract has been aborted following the invasion securing a stable reformist governing party) but the 
and the counter-revolution. A depressed world implications of that sponsorship are quite far 
marker for nutrneg and an already over-supplied reaching. 
U.S. market have meant gloomy prospects for the · 
Grenadian economy and the country's 7,500 nut- Once we begin to establish a precedent in which 

U.S. and big country interests in the region sponsor meg growers. bb 
parties and leaders in the smaller Cari ean territo-

Whether the. U.S. growers will buy up the ·ries, we have begun on the road to creating client 
nutmeg in much the same way that country bpught stares, manipulated governments, external meddling 
up Jamaican bauxite (which it did not need) to help and foreign control of policy makers that could 
our Mr. Seaga, remains ·to be seen. In any event, if dangerously remove any vestiges of real sovereignty 
the U.S. fails ro pump large sums of economic aid rhar exist in these territories. 
to Grenada and if some trend towards economic 
buoyancy do not replace the present economic · 
slump there, the NNP governing coalition is not 

Remote control 

much weight of influence the Americans can now 
exercise in 'the region after Grenada, and how 
much we can all be manipulated by U.S. hegemony 
to serve purposes and causes from which we have 
nothing to gain. . • 

If the U.S. track record · of clumsy interference 
and sheer a rrogance in South and Centra l America 
is any guide as to what to expect, we would all do 
well to be on our guard after th e cheers and the 
Jubilation ov.::r the return to parliamentary democ­
racy in Grenada have subsided. 

Dangerous trend 
Too much dependence on the U.S. is a danger­

ous trend. US. foreign policy and foreign economic. 
policies are extremely unsti3bl e as they meander in 
diverse directions following the predile.crions and 
impulses of di fferent presidents. Nor is the U.S. a 
reliable ally. Where U.S. interests are no lo nger 
served by a close supporti ve connection with an y 
Third World country, the 0.S, will disengage and 
withdraw that support whenever it is opportune to 
do so. 

Caribbean states would be well advised to 
maintain diverse political and economic ties with 
industrialised countries rather than allow them­
selves to become captive pawns of Washington . 

By all · means secure any economic and trade 
benefits the U.S. has to offer. And bargain hard fo r 
international aid and critical support on matters of 
regional concern. But we should be constantly on 
guard against paying too high a price for what we 
get and must insist on preserving our independence 
of action no matter how big, attractive and gener­
ous the inflow of benefits seem to be. 

Our sovereignty must never be bartered. 

Grenada worries ·me as it could well become the 
prototype Caribbean country where sovereignty is 
bartered and Washington governs by remote con­
trol. 

going to have an easy passage in their effort to Once that kind of external interference in A U.S. sponsored elected party government is 
• govern that country. influencing who governs becomes the norm In the _probably less und_esirable than government by 

Political support to help a party get elected is region, our own political system here could well marxist "butchers" propped up by Cuban arms and 
one thing. But will the economic supports be become a casualty of this type of remote control military support. 
forthcoming when the economic problems begin to _ politics. • • But the cost of U.S. sponsorship could well 
multiply? ' . . • • • : Sooner or later policy makers in Washmgton increase in the future and the U.S. policy design 

I ed and technocrats at the State Department's Caribbe- might well be a game plan to have us surrender our 
Costs invo V ·an desk may be telling political .parties which sovereignty . 

To be .sure, I am very arnbiv;len~ about recent 
developments in Grenada. I s,1pported the invasion 
as the lesser of two evils. Faced with the choice 
between an unpopular posse of ideological b~tch­
ers intent on holding power at gunpoint and the 
prospect of the people being liberated by an 
·nvading force, I will always support the latter, 

. leaders should be leading them and bribing voters The butchery rhat took place in Grenada before 
to suppo_rt favoured parties and leaders. , rhe invasion and provided the moral bas is for the 

Inequality in poliucal power· invariably creates invasion has most likel y discredited marxism in this 
problems for those ·who lack power. Many fears region for the next 20 years. Bur it would be 
the imbalance of military capability caused by mistake for any one to believe that because of this, 
Cuban . sponsorship of militarism in Grenada. Caribbean people are now ripe and ready to barter 
Equally serious fears ought to now exist about how their sovereignty: UWI L
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Telecommunications policy 
cind planning · workshop 

What is to be done 
to improve the quality 
of telecommunications 
policy and planning in 
the Caribbean, • given 
that we operate m a 
dependent, weak, small 
economy with a skewed 
distribution of income 
and a dominant private 
sector in the policy 
sphere? Thar was the 
question asked by Dr. 
Edwin Jones, Head of 
U.W.l.'s Depanment of 
Government, of himself 
and of panicipants to a . 

two-week workshop on 
Telecommun icat'ions 
Policy and Planning be­
ing conducted at Pine 
Grove from December 
3. 

Under the 
directorship of Professor 
Cees Hamelink of the 
Institute of Social Srud­
ies(ISS), the ' Hague, the 
workshop has the col­
laboration of CARI­
MAC, the Caribbean In-

sritute of Mass 
Communication, U.W.I., 
a1nd financial 
sponsorship from the 
Friedrich Ebert Sriftung 
Foundation (FES) of 
West Germany, the ISS 
and UNESCO. 

The question came at 
the end of Dr. Jones' 
presentation on the re­
gional realities determin­
ing telecommunications 
policy and planning in 
the Caribbean in which 

, he discussed the envi­
ronment/ relecommuni­
carions nexus, the char­
acter of the processes of 
public policy and public 
planning and the impli-

3 
cations of these factors. 

f In answer to his ques­
e tion, Dr. Jones proposed 
5 

to participants that a 
solution mi~ht lie in an 
examination of the 
methods of highly suc­
cessful corporations in 
countries such as Japan 

which1 he said, recognise 
a neea to be productive; 
a need to draw on the 
environment for ideas; 
to clearly define goals 
and objectives; to con­
stantly upgrade skills, 
technology and atti­
tudes; and to arrive at a 
satisfactory mix of de­
centra I iza tion, partici­
pation and accountabili­
ty. ' 

Participants at the 
workshop are top deci­
sion and policy makers 
in the Telecommunica­
tions sector in the Com­
monwealth Caribbean. 
A major objective will 
be the coordination of 
national policies and 
planning for devel­
opment. A concrete fo­
cus will be the pr~osal 
now before the CARI­
COM Heads of Govern­
ment for a Caribbean 
communications satellite 
(CARISAT), a CARI­
MAC release said. 
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Commonwealth off er~ aid· to Grenada 
BRlD.GfTOWN, Dec. 11 (CANA) tiqn's J>O$ition. • • . • • * dous, and (rom any point of view, as I 

Commonwealth Secretary General Shri- "I spoke with Mr. Blaiie t<:>day to let have already assured Mr. Blaize, it's busi-
da,tl\;Ramphal says the 49-nation organisa- 'him know we are 'ready to help," Ramphal ness as usual." 
tion sJands ready to assist the new Grena- told . a news .confere~ce hi:re, "but ~e .. He would n . m · h" If bu "d 
da Govemmtnt in whatever way it can but don't want to cro..y~ him we want to give . . Ot co ffllt tmse ' . ~ 531 

it • would want the Government to say . him space." . . •. . .; . ; ~ •• • . . •. . • ·It was, pos5iblc that he would VISlt Sc. 
how. •• Blaize's c~nti-isr . thiee-i,arty • cQalition· · George 5 before year end. 
. ' Ramphal, who is in Barbados tt attend New National Part}' (NNP) $Wept. the •. Ramphal said ' the Commonwealth may 
ihe :seventh meeting of ·senior C'o:nmon- polls 14-1 ·irj .last _ Monday's general elec- be able to give economic and technical 
weahh officials, which lays ·thf t round- tions in .Grenada; the first in nearly eight assistance, pointing out that Nicholas 
work for the Heads of Government Sum- years. ,. • • Brathwaite, who headed Grenada's Interim 
mit, said he bad been in touch with tpe "It is to be greatly ; welcomed that Government during the past • year, had 
new 'Prime Minister Herbert Bla,z, •0day Grenada has had ah election after 'near!)' been seconded from the youth programme 
and ' had informed him of the organisa- eight years," Ramphal said, "this is tremen-· at the Secretariat's expense. 
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Ra~ix 
insists 

poll was 
rigged 

ST. GEORGE'S, 
Dec. 11, (CANA) 

The small leftist 
Maurice Bishop Patriotic 
Movement (MBPM), 
one of four political par­
ties badly beaten in gen­
eral elections iiere last 
week, says it is still pur­
suing allegations that the 
poll was rigged. 

Provisional leader of 
the recently-formed 
MBPM Kendrick Radix 
told reporters here the j' 

party had taken a deci­
sion in this direction I 

_ against the backdrop of ! 
a reports that the United I 
. States had helped "fix" 
1
• the election by providing 

specially padded· ballot 
paper. 

"We have had reports 
that the back of the 

e ballot paper was re-in­
forced with some 
material and we are in­
vestigating that", said 
Radix, a · Minister in the 
last revolutionary gov­
ernment here and one of 

s the 37 candidates who 
failed to win seats in the 

5 December 3 poll. 
i 
f 

The former industri­
alisation minister said 
supporters had com-

1 plained that although 
they voted for MBPM 
this was not reflected in 
the final results. 

"The people are 
asking us today where 
did their votes go, and 
we are doing our best to 

, find out", he said. 
The right wing Gre­

nada United Labour Par­
ty (GULP) has also i 
alleged that the election I 
was rigged. 
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, -Grenada wants publicity to revive tourism 
. . 

ST-. GEORGE'S, Dec. t t, (CANA) politic:il_violence here. . be limited. 
Grenada, which captured world head- .The opening last October of Grenada's Dr. Watts said there would be no "sky. 

lints a .year ago when Prime Minister first .international airpon, he said, should scraper" type hotels built here nor any of 
M_aurice Bishop was murdered in a bloody give the industry ,·a .. big boost and two those resons with 500 to 1000 rooms. 
up'lteaval that triggered a U.S.-led invasion things needed now were expansion of.the . "We believe that tourism should be 
of 'the uribbean island, says it wants to hotel se~tor and the i;ight anitudes by the used as · a v~hicle to improve relations 
make the most of this publicity in reviving people to tourism. . . between peoples of different coun­
its vital tourism industry. • Dr. Watts said Grenada, part of a chain tries ... the type of tourism that we want to 

'What we are trying to do ... is to capi- of sun-drenched Eastern uribbean is- build here is . one whereby our foreign 
ralize on that initial world-wide exposure", lands, was not interested in the type of. visitors will get to understand us better, 
said Grenada Tourist Board head Dr. John tourism which would destroy all the coun-
Wans, as he discussed on radio the need try's cultural nonns and social standards, aod we get to understand them better in 

h• • f • h but ·,n "controlled development" of tht's an atmosphere of friendliness and fellow-to revive r 1s important ore1gn exc ange- h he 
• d d b h 1983 • sector where -n the s·1ze of hotels would s ip" said. earning sector, epresse y t e ~ ... ~ 
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Un1vers1ty text s 
THE EDITOR, Sir: 

The headline of your issue of November 26, 
1984, which read "UWI textbooks prices soar 
beyond student's reach", highlighted one of~ 
real problems of the University. The story of the 
book increases indicates one of the financial bur­
dens with which students are faced. 

Perhaps at di1s ume, when in the circumstances, 
a greater demand 1s being made on the library, it 
would be a good thing for "the powers that be" of 
the University to extend the hours of opening. For 
example, why close the library on week-ends, 
couldn't arrangement be made to keep it open all 
of Friday, all of Saturday and Sunday up to 6.00 
p.m. 

This could be achieved by levying a charge on 
users of the library for the additional time. The 
levy could be used to meet the extra costs which 
would be incurred for the additional hours of 
opening; all in the name of Education. 

I am, etc., 
G.R.W. McLEAN 

NOTE: The UWI Library is closed only on 
• Sundays. 

-The Editor 

,:,.' 
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Grenada: Seven-man Cabinet swoni in 
, Dec. l 4, Minister '?f finance? Home_ Af- Jones. . . Youth Affairs ..... ~eorge Maguire. 

ST. GEORGES, . fairs, Security, lnfonnanon, Canbbe- . Agnculture, _Forestry, Lands, _fish- . Health, Housing, Women 's Af. 
(CAN A) . . . h N an Community (CARICOM) Affairs, enes, and Tounsm ..... George Bnzan. fairs and Community Development 
The following ts t e s_even-man . e: Industrial Development and Plan- Labour, Co-operatives, Social Se- ..... Daniel Williams. 
National Pa~ Cabmf1 

1 
sw~m ; 1 ning ..... Herbert Blaize. • curity and Local Government ..... Dr. Works, Communications, Public 

. today followmg genera e ecnons Ministers; . Francis Alexis. Utilities, ~ivil _Aviation and Energy 
days ~o. . . External and Legal Affairs ..... Ben Educanon, Culture, Sports and ..... Dr. Keith Mitchell. 
• Pn me M1mster: 
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dt~s next for " Grenada? 
\~ ~ 

.,---·,\. 
\ "-e ,;'-...~,'--, \ \ G\~-, 

ROOM FOR ARGUMENT 
by JANE PATMOS 

fuumalists of ~very stripe have been examining_ Grenad~ over t~e. past 
H~ .months since the murder (?f self-appomte.~ Pnme M,m~ter, 
M'ilurice Bishop, and the USA-led mtervenuon pro1ected Grenada mto 
dtcf lieadlines. Visiting journalists agonised and analysed. Now they've 
written off Gren_ada, .but for how long? 
~ ~ n} sum,~ied !he world press with ~ year of thrills and . having ~een 
~entid m pnnt llnd picture, Grenadians now face the choice of one of 
two· futures·, The choice is that of sinking back into undistinguished poverty 
or of' P.rofiting by. the unprecedented publicity which in the mam was 
proii<le<l, however inadvenently, by the Savi.et Union. • . 
lsn"'t' another inva_luable Soviet contribution' to Grenada the splendid aiq,ort at 
P,olf' Salines? Thii facility is, in fact, one of the very few evidence of USSR­
lJSA' cooperatiori,i ff)t the installation was constructed by Cubans at Moscow's 
cotftmand, then was completed by rhe USA at a cost of a reported $19-
milltC)i,; I • • 

At ~ harids of ;tw«i super-powe·rs, isn't Grenada doing very well? on· which 
cridence1 might not .Grenada do even better in the future? • 
~re~ s prospec.ts of prosperity, as against the temptation to revert to 
~ . a~ considerably, if not entirely dependent, upon how Mr. H. Blaize, 
(:it'fflada 's latest Prirne Minister, decides to conduct the possibilities that 
p~t themselves to him. . 
l:f( might, . as do, mc;>st of his . C;aribbean colleagues, decide . that rural 
aitnculture 1s whau best for Grenadians. Won't that ensure, even ,f the pnce 
~T-nurmeg quadruples, that Grenadians remain poor and resultantly managea­
&Te-Y : . . ·· . •• · • 
Os_ M{. -Blajze might secure the enduring gratitude of practically every citizen 
of tnc CARICOM communiry by installing in Grenada a match producing 
fatt6ry whose product is a reliable match with which to light fires, cigarettes, 
sto~ etc. • 

Grenada's guaranteed matches even might achieve world renown. For • 
Caribbean countries which compete in the unreliability of their matches, with 
every. mini nation from Belize to Guyana and the isl3:nds in between, each is outrun by contributions from that principality's ·casino and tourism. ' 
boasting of producing the worst matches, aren't alone_ in ~he need to mak~ a Stamps also do very well for another principality, Lichenstein. But up there, 
r~habl~ _means to st_an_ fire .. Every unde~~eveloped region m the world which mudi reliance is in bankin_g for which I scarcely believe Grenada has .the 
I _ve ~•sited . has this 1dent1cal mc~p~b,hty to master what perhaps 1s the personnel. True, that could be imponed, but how could Grenadians benefit if 
s1mphest of indusmal processes. This ,s manufacture of domestic marches. the big salaries are all paid out t0 foreigners? . ,. , • 
Why does the process defeat us? Very much money intake would' remain in Grenada were the island converted 
I suspect defeat results from the 11_1atch factory owner's _reluctance to_ supply into an exclusive _club. A sort of rudimentary establis~ment of such was

1
laid 

adequate sulphur for the match st1ck and the box extenor to effect 1gmt1on do\\ n by USA citizens before the People's Revolutionary Ann:r teoh the 
from ru_bbmg the surfaces !ogether. ls my su~pic_i<?n unjust t~at the factory offens\ve. No money ~t all is required to tr~nsform an islan~ pa_raciise into an 
owner figures th3:t by re_ducu~g the number of 1gn1t1ons he dehbera~ely _c!luses exclusive club. What ,s neede~, _,s 1magmat1on, verve and b1g-w1gs patronage. 
wastage, thereby mcreasing h,s volume of match sales, thus the prof1tabil1ty of Who possesses these charactenst1cs? . • 
his factory? • ' Imagination the Grenadians themselves possess: otherwise could they·, have 
Whatever lies at the malfunction of Caribbean-made matches, Grenada could become a Soviet satellite, then a USA protege? ,; , __ 
be assured of maximum sale for dependable matches. Their' manufacture is Verve, equally, is a Grenadian quality. .. , • 
the simplest, least technical of all industries. Also, making matches is highly Big-wig patronage is available from the very persons who pontificate .a~ut 
profitable. . Grenada - Sonny Ramphal, the Commonwealth Secretary General; ~~t 
Matches, however, couldn't engage the better educated among Grenadians. Or Thatcher, the UK Prime Minister; Ronald Reagan, USA president, to start a 
could crafts such as fine needlework and woodwork be any real income- list of celebrities that would outrun the area of this newspaper. .- .. , : 
earners? In considering them, Grenadians should reflect that the statistics Besides the foregoing assets, Grenada is among the most scenically God­
show· that wherever these hand-done entefl)rises are practised, the populations blessed. What other area of the world, however large and well cultivated\ is 
are desperately poor, plus tend to lose eyesight at early age. pervaded by the fragrance of nutmeg, has two-miles plus of uninternipted 
Perhaps wha·t Grenadians should contemplete for their future is converting silver sand beach ~ reportedly bottomless lake and a Soviet-USA built.airpon? 
their exquisite island into an exclusive club. Some sympathetic journalists Grenada handle~ adventures_ with two super-powers so successfully that .with 
suggest stamps for Grenad?. I've already looked at the stamp business, such as what save maximum confidence _does qrenada fa~1; the, future? ·S.oould 
that on which Monaco 1s thought by many persons to rely for national Grenada . need another rouQd of international publicity, who. -forgets ~hat 
income. Grenada 1s yet to resume one of the most sensational trials of petso11s:ac<,:used 
Stamps do contribute massively to Monaco's wealth. But stamps' contribution of murdering three-quarters of Grenada's Cabinet? Won't that ;retum ·Grepada 

• to world headlines? • . t~: • .,_ . , ~· 
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The Sunday Gleaner, December 16, fiM 

Blaize, who wouldn't bethereotlwwtN --~----~-

Grenada votes ::~ 
yes, thanks 

Says The Economist 
December 8: - ' • .·~••r I f~ -'II 

The Grenada election on December 3rd was a notable success,, fer, 
President Reagan. His favourite contender, the New National ,Party,·· 
led by the middle-of-the-road Mr. Herbert Blaize, scored an over:: ·• 
whelming victory, winning 14 of the little Assembly's 15 seats: 'in a ; 
high turnout. ·~- -·~ 

The surge of support for the erratic Sir Eric Gairy that the Ainericar.i~ ~t 
feared did not materialise, though this once-but-nor-future righr-wing"'Priefict 
Minister's Grenada United Labour Party (known as the GULP) did get 36% ~qr ; 
the votes. The rump of the revolutionary pro-Cubari party that had. 'rqt~t 
Grenada from 1979 until a year ago got only about 5%. Mr. Blaize and tb~ 
winners romped home with 59%. _ .:-;(.. 

All Grenada knew that Mr. Blai~e wa~': ~hf 
Americans' man. His campaign had been flush :w.irl:t, 
money. The streets of Grenada's ramshackle . c~pi- • 
tal, St. Georges, were bright with stickers anq noisf 
with loudspeaker-vans blaring the New Naiiotii( 
message, which amounted to "dowrt . wi~h . .; du:., 
communists" . and "down with the . Mo!1g.<;>q~f; 
Gang" (the GULP thugs). 

In praise of America 
The, Gairy men had claimed they had '.-Mf ' 

Reagan s approval, although they were publi' f · 
rebuffed by Washington. Thus 95% of the· \C!Y, . h . votes 
':ent _ to pa mes t at approved of las_t year' i\'riien-
rnn m~as1on -:- or rescue m1ss1011", as ' osr~ 
Grenadians call It. The Grenadians voted in · pra , 
of America. 

The _ left tried to distance itself from the haisher · 
memories . of revolutionary government. ff ··'ija~f 
renamed its party, forme·rly rhe • N•ew ··Je'Vel 
Movement, · the Maurice Bishop Parnone­
Movement. Its new leader, Mr. Kenrick :.Radi',i ,' 
argued that its l~re lea~er had been esseririafly .; , 
mod~rate left-wmg nanonalist. All the MBPM:< 
candidates denounced the hardline faction .led,.;by~ 
Mr. Bernard .Coard, who is now in p(ison a'llait-igg 
tnal for the murder of Maurice Bishop ,md· a 
number of other people. They also denounced.' t.o 
be sure, th_e_ "Yankee occupation" (now 'do~~io~ 
300 paramilitary police.men and back-up rr~ps,: 
plus 435_ Canbbean, !flamly Jamaican _ and Bar~atif 
an, soldiers and p~hcemen). And they portraye<J • 
Mr. Blaize as America's surrogate slavedriver. , • ..,, •• , ~:-
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T ::.!:: ... g graffito 
In vain this time. The MBPM was stuck with';its • 

record. The most telling graffito of the campaign 
was "Jewel kill we children" - a reference to the­
killing of at least 30, demonstrators, many of- them: 
youngsters, in the course of last year's bloody: 
Bishop-Coard struggle. ,. 

The late Maurice Bishop is still generally rt':­
garded by Greriadians as preferable to Mr. Coard; 
but the documents that the Americans captured last: 
year, and subsequently published, show that he_ was­
a standard Marxist whose differences from , Mr., 
Coard were largely tactical. The election. . ha5! 
knocked on the head the lingering image of ~ishp~. 
as a moderate leader hounded to his end by" 
American destabilisation. ... • . ... 

The Commonwealth and the United NJ.ins 
snubbed Grenada by refusing to send observers to 
the election. Now, however, a number of £onclu­
sions are being re-drawn, both in the Caribbean 
and . farther afield. The critics still say that the 
invasion was illegal, immoral, unnecessary· fur 
Grenada and bad for international security. Most 
of those charges no longer seem to hold any ·\'{~fer: : 

Prime motive 
It is true that the coating of legality h!!tHY, 

painted over the invasion was a thin one. The_ t!!.PP.S 
of the treaty signed by the eight-.member Organis~­
tion of Eastern Caribbean States did not gi_ve !hi. 

• actton a clear legal basis. The Govemor-Ceneral'S" 
invitation appears to have been transmitted afrer 
the main fact. • .,~ . 

Some of the Americans' arguments for • the' 
invasion were also fairly dubious. Their prime:· 
motive was not to save Amwican lives; noJ ,h.id 
Grenada already become a Cuban military strong-. 
hold. The big new airfield then under construction· 
(and now completed by the Americans) ·w:is • :i 
justifiable commercial project, though the CubarfS" 
probably did have other . purposes in mind . foe it, 
too. 

But was the invasion necessary for Grenada?. 
The Grenadians clearly think so. Mr. Coard . had 
the army, nearly all the guns - far too many of 
them for a small country - and most of the rulirig 
party's hard core behind him. He could probably" 
have consolidated his rule. True, Cuba's President 
Fidel Castro had deplored the killing of Maurice 
Bishop; but if Mr. Coard had survived for a .few 
weeks, he might well have come to terms with 
Cuba. At best, he might have been defeated in 'ii 
civil war costing many Grenadian live~. • ,; ••• : 

Bad for international security? The invasion· 
opened rifts between those small Caribbean ·coun­
tries, such as Guyana, that seek to keep America 'at' 
arm's length and those, such as Jamai_ca. and 
Barbados, that are prepared t(? .accept A~er:i<;an 
help to stave off possible Cuban interferenc<;. The 
invasion was also bad for 'American-British" rtla-· 
tions, and for relations between Britain an·d···the· 
Caribbean governments that thought Britain's chid­
ing of Mr. Reagan churlish and its own , bat£­
hearted offers of help sluggish. But it does. ·.not 
seem that it made either the Caribbean or , the 
larger world more dangerous. -: '.~ • 

Mr. Reagan invaded Grenada for reasons of 
cold-blooded Realpolitik. The Russians and· ·eu. 
bans have taken note: The little Caribbean ·isfar,a 
states are sleeping more easily. Grenada is back-on 
the road to democracy - and the Grenadians ·IH'C 
n ' '" rru·nn1aininP'. 
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GRENADA NOTEBOOK ~III 

Tragedy beneath the . comedy 
YOUR WORLD AND MINE 

ON THE 12TH MARCH, 1979, Sir Eric Gairy, the 
dubiously elected Prime Minister of Grenada, left 

the island for a conference in New York, with Kurt 
Waldheim, the UN Secretary-General. Sir Eric's agenda of 
discussion, as far as we can gather, was to be on 
Unidentified Flying Objects, God .as revealed to Gairy, and 
cosmic rays th~t inspired the select few like Gairy. 

In a world where three-quarters of the population was on the 
edge of starving to death, it was not an agenda that could have 
filled Mr. Waldheim with a great deal of enthusiasm. But Sir Eric 

·Gairy was the Prime Minister of a sovereign state; and he could 
claim right of audience, even if the population over which he 
presided numbered only 110 thousand people. 

On March 13, I 979, Mr. Maurice Bishop, Mr. Bernard 
Coard, Mr. George Louisoun, Mr. Unison Whiteman and Mr. 
Hudson Austin - led forty-six men, with about twelve firearms 
between them, in the first coup to be staged in the English­
speaking Caribbean. Code name 'Apple.' 

It was all over and done with before dark on March 13, 
I 979. Not a life had been lost. Not a flesh wound sustained on 
either side. Most of Gairy's policemen and his infamous Mon­
goose Gang of thugs fled into hiding. About 60 of them were· in 
goal. . 

It would be hypocritical 10 pretend now that almost every 
right-thinking West Indian did not wish Bishop well. The 
political leaders in the other islands made the necessary anxious 
noises about the dangers of seizing government by force than by 
free elections. But, secretly, they were as pleased as were the rest 
of us. 

Embarrassment 
Gairy had become an odious embarrassment who was tainting 

the whole region, internationally, by association. Maurice Bishop 
was an immensely likeable man, an idealist, a representative of 
the best of our Caribbean young; Any debate one might have 
with some of his radical ideas was debate conducted on a high 
level. He was, in short, a damned decent product of a good 
Christian family, whose father had been shot to death fighting 
the good fight for justice, and who had shown great courage -
and suffered serious physical damage - in opposing Gairy's 
brutal, arbitrary rule. . 

About Bernard Coafd, his chief deputy, less was known -
except that he was the son of a prosperous business family in 
Grenada and intellectually far superior to Bishop. 

In the first few months after the March Revolution, the 
brilliantly named New Jewel Movement of Grenada promised 
free and early elections, social reforms and the first real 
democracy Grenada had known m its four centuries of govern­
ment. 

UEWEL, by the way, is the acronym for Joint Endeavour for 
Welfare, Education and Liberation). 

But as the months, and then the years, went by it became 

• 
By 

John 

Hearne· 

• 
clear that free elections, a free Press and what we regard as 
democratic exchange were being relegated to what the Provi ­
sional Revolutionary Government considered as 'bourgeois' 
irrelevancy. Bullets were more meaningfulthan ballots.;. Bullets, 
that is, in the possession of 'true' revolutionaries. Elections were 
five second exercises conducted every five years, and corrupted 
in advance by the distribution of corn beef and rum. Parties 
opposed 10 New Jewel were, by definition, subversive - or 
potentially so. Independent media houses were equally subver­
sive of the pure work being carried out by the PRG and its 
armed branch of the People's Revolutionary Army - by 1983 
there were a number of people who had been associated with 
attempts to form independent newspapers being held in goal 
without charge or trial. Legislation against acts deemed subver­
sive • or counter-revolutionary was • retrospective and passed, 
without public debate, on Bishop's signature. 

Up the hill 
"We don't call for no votes," he said in his famous Line of 

March speech of March 13, 1982. "You get detained when I 
sign an order after discussion with the National Security 
Committee of the Party _or with a higher Party body. Once 
I sign it - like it or don't . like it - it's up the hill for 
them." 

In this tiny society of 110 thousand sc,uls • - which really 1s 
best suited to the son of administration needed to run a decent 
parish council - there grew a ·quite crazy apparatus of a 
P!)litical Bureau, a Central Committee of the Pany, a propaganda 
ministry, a committee to counter the subversive activities of the 
churches, a secret service, a school curriculum that had little to 
do with reading, writing and arithmetic but with indoctrination 
in Marxist-Leninist theory which was understood by the instruc­
tors scarcely better than it was by their pupils. The army -
which in October 1983 numbered about 1500 regulars, plus an 
undetermined number of militia on instant call - boasted one 
full general, more colonels than I have been able to count, as 
many majors as there are marbles in a bag; and a growing supply 
of highly sophisticated, second-hand and out-of-date weapons, 
including armoured personnel carriers. . 

Endless hours were wasted by men and women of talent and, 
I believe, genuine commitment to the future of their country, in 

(Cont'd on Page 15) 
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'Grenada 
notebook 

-Ill 
tCont•d from Pa~ 8A) 

sterile. farcical dis­
cussion of rhe right road 
10 rhe socialist republic 
of Grenada. When the 
American and Caribbean 
forces came in last Oc­
tober, they discovered 
J$ r thousand pounds 
weigh• of documents 
and minutes dealing 
with the theoretical ap­
praisal of plans and poli­
c1e5' that woo.1ld have 
~ consi4ered elab­
orate in a nanon the size 
of East Germany... And 
those 35 thousand 
~nds of documents 
repttsented only that the 
lasf • Grenadian govem­
rnent :__ rhe Revolution­
ary Military Council -
had'nt>t had the nme or 
the resources to bum or 
shred. 

Those who say that 
we should have left Gre­
nada alone -that its 
gcwe'mmenr would have 
cc;,llM,scd anyway, in ut- 1 

.ter: . confusion from an 1 

<W.Crloaded bureaucracy e 
and irs own ridiculous t, 
P,ret~i,sic>M - may have 

c, 

a.PQinr . 
. . J think it would, my­

self. Bur a gruesome per­
sonal conflict was al- l 
r~ady building long 
before October 1983. 
Beneath rhe comedy, 
there was tragedy. 

This tragedy was to ' 
emerge, like an eruption 
from the surface of a 
sulpnui ptt, over six days 
of- ruthless seizure of 2 

power, of cold murder 
1 

and of the massacre of 
nearly 200 innocents. 

A revolution had not 
only. been betrayed. It 
~ :tµmed into a savage 
.md mindless assault on 
the .integrity of a gentle, 
God-f~aring people. 

In my nexr piece, I 
wjll c,ieal with this -and 
-.,titb: ~hy the nations of 
the.: C,aribbean and their 
American ally would 
~r have been forgiven 
by -~istory had they not 
interyened. 

l • I '\ 1 
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by Dudley Thompson, 
Q.C. form~r P-NP MP 

Today we are 
living in a peri­

od of great indeci­
sion and doubt. 
There is an air' of 
waiting to see what 
is going to happen 
to us -next. This is 
not only de~litat-
ing-, it is backw~rd. ., 
Leadership (and I do not mean merely 
politicians) must weld ~his Fractured 
Society into a ~ohesive body striving 
forward w!!h-a sense of national pur­
pose . .,. / 

It is just not out there. We deserve better 
than what we are gettinb. The human poten­
tial is with us. Look back to the days of our 
Founding Fathers - not so much for what 
they have undoubtedly achieved but for the 
sense of values that inspired them and made 
them what they were. 

I would say that they showed the following 
qualities among others - tolerance, a striving for 
the assertion of human dignity and a love of 
freedom. Today under the struggle for survival two 
very different features are uppermost: 

1) We are obscuring justice in the interest 
of expediency. We ,are concentrating solely on 
the bottom_ line of figures and less on the state of 
the people. In other words those in charge of our 
affairs appear to me to be concerned with the 
Balance of Payments and not at all with the 
Balance of Human Distress. We are not observing 
serious deterioration in the national character. 

2) We appear to bf delegating our responsi­
bility to others and passing it out of our 
hands, both locally and regionally. Foreign 
interests are taking greater and greater powers and 
having greater influence in our affairs. This is not 
always in our best interest. In any case if we do not 
learn the invaluable lessons of our own successes 
and our own failures we shall have failed to pass 
on to our children and to posterity the continuity 
of our own historical experience. In short we will 
have halted our own national movement in its 
infancy. 

1 will not dwell on the many _ways in which 
these two tendencies are forcing us dangerously 
downhill like Gaderene swine, but I ask you to 
take seriously some of the symptoms which sur­
round us and one striking symbol of our time is the 
cruel and evil slaughter of our policemen - some 

1twenty so far - an open disrespect for the law as 
well as for civilisation itself. 

Grenada but regret ' the means by which it ' w~ 
achieved. i. 

Unnecessary 
Illegal actions are bound to bear bitter fruit. 

Further, the unnecessary and illegal steps by which 
a foreign country - the U.S.A. - acted against a 
Commonwealth territory without the Queen's cori­
sent, raises ·,serious questions of great international 
consequence, and is a dangerous precedent · to all 
small countries. It is said that neighbouring ,lslan<ts 
requested the U.S.A. to rid them of a threat (real qr 
imagined) from among t·hem. If this can legitimise 

• intervention from an outside source let us catry this 
to its ultimate _and logical conclusion. , 

Let us change out parties. Would it aroust: ·the 
same reaction of gratitude lO liberators if Nicara­
gua had requested the Soviet Union to intervene on 
her behalf and to rid them of a real, not imagined, 
threat · (including the laying of explosive mines, ja 
blockade and the support of mercenaries und« tfie 
training of the Cl.A.)? Would we have welcomqd 
that as liberation or seen it as direct inter.ferenc'e? ' 

Propaganda 
I say it was unnecessary and backward becau!je 

the tensions over Grenada was a Caribbean prob­
lem. All the worldwi_de propaganda about, the 
building of a military base in that small country 
which was seen on televison, never was t'Y:•~e 
were being conned and the Caricom Mtni!hets 
meeting in Port-of-Spain had leaders capab~~ f 
solving their problems without bloodshed; "311d 
without resorting to a foreign power to intervene. 

The proposal by steps to be taken as put 
forward by Trinidad, would have brought Grenada 
to the negotiating table, and history would have 
recorded that we had reached that state of maturi­
ty. We as a people would have sol_ved 'our own 
problem and not by gunboat. Instead we have 
taken a great leap backward in the march of. time 
to the era when big powers and gunbo~ts came 
into small countries and under the pretext ' of 
deliverance either captured them outright, settled in 
them with 'protective' bases or secured an adminis­
tration most favourable to themselves. We -have 
seen it in Panama, Puerto Rico, Afghanistan,•Santa 
Domingo, Chile, etc. etc ... 
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'Liberation' 
Sometime ago I broke off my observations on 

Grenada. That was so as not to appear as interfer­
ing in their national elections to which we were all 
looking. We all share a feeling of relief that this is 
over, and without the shedding of blood or other 
forms of civil disturbance. I am sure that all well­
thinking people will pr.aise the people of Grenada 
for their large turnout as voters. 

Ir is interesting to note that this element of 
democratic exercise produced incomparative figures 
almost twice the percentage of vbters that par.tici­
pated in the election of the great democratic power 
that brought their "liberation". Many lessons ought 
to be learnt from the Grenada experience by the 
entire Caribbean and all America - North, Central 
and South. Among them is this lesson, that: the 
dangerous example of disrespect for the Force of 
Law leads inevitably to the use of the Law of 
Force. Some people never seem to learn. I am glad 
to see the restOJatiot1"'of the electoral process in 

' Growing pains 
All small, and indeed even large, countries have 

their periods of growing pains. As intelligent people 
we must learn by reflecting on history. There_ ate 
always challenges to unity and progress. To reach 
maturity a nation must be allowed to develop its 
own resilience. It must weigh sincerity against 
dialectic, effective policy against glib theory. She 
should have been and must now be left alone ·to 
find her own way in history by choosing between 
betrayal and lies. We cannot claim a victory fonhe 
causes of unity and progress by putting the mcil' on 
the table for people. Grenada, like Jamaica. can 
only move towards true and lasting victory~ when • 
all the people understand the issues involved, and 
cooperate in the national interest in the accorn­
plishment of national policy in the formation of 
which they have participated, preferably by the 
democratic processes of reason and public debate. 

Jamaica's great potential and latent ability ,.,,ill 
only be developed {at least as long as we ·cherish 
real democracy) by laying down and maintaining 
the basic freedoms, especially the freedom of 
expression within the background of national par­
ticipation of all classes in our search for so~ial 
justice. These are not mere empty phrases ·or 
political cliches. • • • 

Fear reprisals 
Today we are beginning to observe • a growing 

number of people afraid to speak out, not,· to 
mention criticize - because they fear reprisal in 
one form or another. They fear to lose their jobs 
which are being selectively reduced around them~ 

Cont'd on Page 15 
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December 16, 1984 

Jamaica, · Grenada 
and democracy 

(C.Ont'd from Page 9A) 
they fear disfavour, or causing dis­
pleasure from those in authority. To 
entertain this fear is to welcome 
tyranny. If slaves had not freed them­
selves from that fear, they would have 
worn their bondage for a much longer 
period. On the other hand Govern­
ment by fear is a slippery and treach­
erous path to tread. Government op­
erating in darkness of secrecy, non­
disclosure and non-participation is a 
sterile exercise lacking the vital sup­
port, and leading inevitably to failure. 

We are in new and difficult times 
and need new approaches. There is an 
abundance of real ability still left in 
Jamaica, ability determined so far to 
stick it out. To make things work out 
right in this country for our children 
and posterity. The times demand that 
we find the formula to maximise the 
use of this ability to cure this ailing 
and fractured !,()Ciety, growing daily 
more selfish under the instinct of 
survival. 

Free expression 
There are countless seminars, sym­

posia and international conferences 
where prestigious audiences consist of 
affluent and learned ladies and gen­
tlemen like captive audiences listening 

' to the inflexible oracles from above. I 
propose fuller and more meaningful 
meetings, held jointly between rep­
resentatives from government, private 
sector, trade unions, Church, Univer­
sity and other Community leaders and 
the workers themselves. Let us have 
these discu~ions open to the public 
preferably on television. • 

Here, let us discuss the plans and 
problems of government enriched by 
the wide and wise contributions of 

all, and devoid of that secrecy which 
always spread suspicion and never 
fails to give birth to rumours (our 
favourite pastime). We could at the 
least arrive at a position of broad 
understanding, where conflicting ideas 
would be tested in the fire of reason 
and debate. 

Even at a time when the House of 
Representatives were the results of 
full participatory. elections and based 
its authority on that mandate we did 
not have such an attempt at national 
contribution. Today we need more 
than ever the full and free expression 
of the people whose common sense 
and deep gut feelings are often much 
nearer to the corr-ect prescription for 
solution of our problems than the 
limited few who have to look over 
their shoulder to satisfy party or 
constituency demands. 

World affairs 
The results of this participatory 

mix would be fed directly into those 
responsible to the people. Doesn't this 
seem a little nearer to that definition 
of democracy of which I know no 
better, Government ,by the People? 
We would also strengthen the nation­
al movement in the steady process of 
unification and the solution of nation­
al problems BY OURSL VES. 

As a small country we have had an 
influence in work! affairs entirely 
outside the limitation of our size. We 
are sure to lose this position in the 
international arena if we delegate our 
difficulties , and problems into other 
hands for solution. We would then be 
doing a great disservice not only to 
history and to our Founding Fathers 
but to posterity. -------
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FAIR WIND IN GRENADA l 

It has come as a great comfort that the N.N.P. 
under Blaize, has won the Grenadian General 
Ele.ction so conclusivel y. Ir is an even greater 
comfort that M.B.P.M., built on the bones o f 
Maurice Bishop, has got nowhere at a ll , and that 
the party of the wretched Gairy,' appropriately 
called G.U .L.P. (for one must swallow noisily when 
thinking of it) did hardly better. 

Grenada has rejected the fraudulent proposi­
tions at each end of the political spectrum. 

Tht one danger fac ing the N.N .P. is that as it 
was stitched rogeth er at very nea rl y the last mo­
ment. Its somewhat d ivergent fa ctions, united for 
the El ection, might soon, without self-discipline, 
come apart . . J 

It may be hoped tha t the tri~I of the alleged 1 

murderers will now be resumed. I say 'alleged' 
because I cannot call them murderers until they are 
foun d guilty by a court of law. 

That they now challenge the validity of a court 
under a Constitution they themselves created is the , 
kind of extreme 'Chutzpah ' for which, left to me, I 
would have punished them without any further 
reason. 

So, Grenada now has its big chance. Let us all 
hope it takes fu ll advantage of it. 
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Blaize announces aims 

ST GEORGE'S.Dec 
15: 
Grenada's Prime Min­
ister,Herbert Blaize, says 
his two-week-old New 
National Party (NNP) 
government will devote 
its energies to creating 
an atmosphere condu­
cive to sound economic 
development here. ' 
, Outlining Govern­
ment's plans and priori­
ties to just over 1,000 
persons at a thanksgiving 
service yesterday, Blaize 
said it would also move 
to reduce unemploy­
ment, veriously esti­
mated at between 30 
and 50 per cent of the 
labour force. 

He said Government 

had already received fi- shown , interest in provid­
nancial clearance from mg assistance to the new 
the United Sta res for government are Canada, 
setting up factory shells Britain, China, France, 
in addition to promises those Caribbean states 
of assistance over and with security personel 
above the 57.2 million • on the island, as well as 
US dollars in aid allo- South Korea, Venezuela, 
cared for fiscal year the European Econ6mic 
1984-85. Commission and the Or-

The Prime Minister ganisation of American 
stressed that as soon as States. 
these initiatives came on Blaize • said Govern­
stream, Government in- ment could not wait on 
tended to set up indus- the agriculture sector for 
trial estates around the the badly needed devel­
island 'to ensure that ·opment boost, and an­
throughout the state, the nounced plans ro set up 
development is balanced an ind us t ria I de ve I -
and secure.' . opment corporation 

Among the countries aimed at speeding up 
and organizations he applications by inves­
mentioned that have tors. 

'We need a corpora­
tion that could move 
with expediti_on to give 
people answers quickly 
and assuredly,' Blaize 
said. 'and we have al­
ready identified not only 
the chairman of the in­
dustrial corporation but 
the deputy chairman.' 

A chairman for the 
Constitution Commis­
sion had been had been 
identified , he said, and 
next week discussions 

, would begin on the issue 
with serious work to 
begin early in the New 
Year so as to put the 
control of Government 
in the hands of the peo­
ple. 

In addition,Blaize 
said, each elected mem­
ber of the NNP,(which 
won 14 of the 15 parlia­
mentary seats in the De­
cember 3 general elec­
tions) had already 

I started the process of 
preparing · financial dec­
larations for public scru-

tiny in keeping with the 
party's manifesto pledge 

' ... We are definitely 
going to file our declara­
tion of financial standing 
so that you would have 
the confidence to know 
that those 'of use who 
are handling your affairs 
will be hendling them 
with integrity • 
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LEANER, MONDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1984 

Carry on, Carriacou 
The Economist, Dec. Some islanders say they 
8: feared that if they did 
Nobody knows how not get away quickly 
many people live on they would not be let 
h . . l d f Ca out. One of the earlier 

t . e tmy ts an_ 0 r- ' leavers was Mr. Nicho-
nacou, 20 miles nonh las Brathwaite; he came 
of Grenada. Maybe back to Grenada last 
6,000, down from year to lead the interim 
about 10,000 five administration set up af­
years ago. For decades ter the Amencan inva• 
this island's main ex- sion. 
pon - even more 
than nutmeg and co­
coa - has been peo­
ple, mostly to the 
Yorkshire town of 
Huddersfield, the rest 
to New York's 

• Brooklyn, which is 
said to hold 60,000 
Grenadians all told. 
(Grenada itself has 
shrunk to 90,000 
souls.) 

Under Maurice Bish­
op's rule, the Carriacou 
emigration rate rose. 

Another distinguished 
Carriacouan, who stayed 
put, is Mr. Herbert 
Blaize, the shy, severely 
arthritic, notably honest 
66-yea r-old solicitor 
who has now become 
Grenada's Prime Min­
ister. 

When the Americans 
landed on Grenada last 
year they forgot Carria­
cou. It "fell" to them 
without bloodshed a 
week later. Since then 
the Americans have im­
proved the little airstrip 
but the jetty that serves 

the island "capital", Hill­
sborough, looks as if it 
is falling into the sea. 
Th~ local island-hopping 
airline often ignores the 
official timetable and 
gives Carriacou a miss. 

Carriacou's economy 
has been in decline for 
many years. But Sir Eric 
Gairy made things worse 
while he was in power 
by nationalising a lime• 
squeezing factory, fright­
ening off entrepreneurs 
and neglecting the ordi­
nary islanders' needs. 
The t 979-83 Bishop re­
gime was not much 
more interested. 

As in Grenada itself 
most of the islanders 
reckon that Sir Eric was 

abolished the ballot, and 
jailed his enemies with­
out trial. 

Of the thousand-odd 
people who passed 
through the Bishop re­
gime's jails during its 
four-year life, only three 
were Carriacou-born. 
But Carriacouans be­
came increasingly cau­
tious. "Silence was 
golden" says the island's 
wutherbeaten Irish 
priest. The churches 
were viewed as hostile. 
"They would all have 
been closed down in the 
long run", said the 
priest. Dreadlocked Ras­
tafarians also got shon 
shrift from Maurice 
Bishop. 

bad and Bishop worse. About 30 Carria­
Sir Eric, they say, rough- couans were armed and 
ed up his opponents but called "the people's mili­
grudgingly permitted tia". With Cuban help, 
rough-and-ready elec- the people's revolution­
tions; Maurice Bishop _ ary army set up a train­
closed down the press, ing camp, run until iust 

<,'"• 

PAGE THREE 
,. . • ,[ · .. 

•.• I- .. •1 

before the Amerie;ln·.;r:.: 
vasion by the ofi~ 
who later allegedly ~1¢..;, : 
manded the firing:[gQatf.~ 
that shot Bishop i11 .CJc~: 
tober last year. :- ; • • • : , 

-:~··· \ On December 3- ' ~ 
Blaize swept up 84P,o,lJ(• 
the Carriacouan vote;.: , 
retired pharmacist;-:'-',;· 
Hyacinth Clyne, ~ai~.R • 
Gairy's party Caf!a~ 
in Carriacou, but~ a.-· 
dined to inform : Wr· 
correspondent what his* 
policies were ("I • .don!; 
know about t hat 0*1; 
he got 6%, one : point 
behind Mr. Lyle 8_µlleu ,, . 
a lobster expol'tir~ • 
standing for the re~4iqs. : 
of Maurice Bishop'~ par.: 
ry, who played do,vri;: 
Marxism and confessed 
that his elder brother. . .' 
was Mr. Blaize's catnai 
paign manager. Bringing '. 
up the rear, with 3%, 
was Mr. Winston Fleary, •• 
who argued for autono- • 
my . for Carnacou, and • 
carried a red hibiscus 
flowe r "for love". 
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No US involvement in Grenada .elect·on 
The U.S. has den­

ied that it supported 
any party in the De­
cember 3 Elections in 
Grenada. Mr. Loren 
Lawrence, former 
Ambassador to Jamai­
ca, and who has been 

,- the US Ambassador in 

Grenada said · on Sat­
urday, December 1 
that though the US 
wished to see a mod­
erate Government in 
Grenada, the US had 
not been directly sup­
porting any party in 
the elections. 

According to the 
N.Y. Times, Mr. Law­
rence said that the New 
National Party appeared 
to b,e 'more moderate 
than any other group. 
The N. Y. Times con­
tinued. 

-Lawrence 

. Officials of both the 
National Republican In-

stitute for International 
Affairs and the Free Tra­
de Union Institute said 
in telephone interviews 
from Washington that 
their organizations were 
not supponing any par­
ticular party or candi­
date in the election. 

"We're doing nonpar­
tisan work to help the 
democratic forces on the 
island", said Roben 
Henderson, programme 
direcior of the Republi-

, can group. 
• "This is a pan of a 

vorer's education, get­
' out-the vote campaign", 

he said. 
The FTUC is affil-

1- iated withthe AFL-CIO 
1 of the USA. 

In the December 3 ----

elecrions rhe NNP won 
14 of 15 seats. The BBC 
and sund ry writers in 
Jamaica referred to the 
NNP as ..;.American 
backed". 

In rhe elecrions· cam­
paign the Grenada Unit- , 
ed Labour Party of, Sir . 
Eric Gairy said that it . 
-was supported by Presi- • 
denr Reagan of rhe u,A, 
but this was deni~d. ,by ;~ 
the White House. , . , , 

Jamaica's Prime ~i~. •. 
ister said on December i ... 
that JLP MP Cliff:S.ro.ne.,. 
and three orhers .. had~ .. 
been giving rechnicaJ j!S<- •• 

sistance to the NNP in 
the campaign, and.-.that 
the NN P's success ... 
would be the JLP's s~c·: • 
cess. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



____ (._ ' i , . \ ~ \ °' <-1 
Brathwaite acting as ,W 

ST. GEORGE'S, Dec. 17 (CANA) g 
Nicholas Brathwaite, who headed a caretaker 

administration after the political crisis in Grenada 
last year, is acting as Governor General during the 
absence from the island of Sir Paul Scoon, the 
Government Information Service (GIS) reported 
today. 

A GIS release said Scoon left yesterday for the ; 
United States on a one week private visit. j 

Brathwaite relinguished the leadership of the 
governing Interim Advisory Council on December 3 
when the New National Party of Prime Minister 
Herbert Blaize won the first general elections in 
seven years. 
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PAGE SEVEN 

Grenada moves to restore good 
relations in Caribbean rhat side of o ur affairs.' ' 

Rc lanons bcrwccn, Grc­
ST. GEORGE'S, Dec. 18 tio n to the 13-nation nada and some of its r1c igh­
(CANA) Ca ribbean Comm unity bours parr icu larl y Gt1ya na 

Grenada's new For- (CARICOM) of which .rnd Trinid,1d and ,Tobago 
eign Mini ster Ben Jones G renada is a member. soured fo ll ow ing rhc US-led 
says the main thrust of He said Government invas ion of rhc isl.ind l.1sr 
G overnment 's fore ig n was int ere s t ed i n )'Car to un,e.n a M.1rxis t 
policy would be to re- st rength,ening relations mil itary Junr.i th~r' h.1d 
store the is land's good wi th "ou r ne ighbours, ~cized power iri <1 bloody 
relat ions with its Carib- and we a re going to be coup in which Prime Min·­
bean neighbours and gi ving prim e an cnrion ro istcr M.ttmce Bishop died . 
friend s outside the re-r·~ - ,,,---~~- - --===,,,....:.. __ _ 
g1on . 

Jones, a lawyer, said 
the New N ational Parry · 
(NNP) administrat ion in·­
tends to pay mo re an cn-
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MBPM expels 
member for secret 

.. meeting with GULP 
,:ST. GEORGE'S, Dec. 18 (CANA) • 
. The left-wing Maurice Bishop Patriotic 
,Movement (MBPM) says it has expelled Kennitha 
Gittens-Thompson, 27, a candidate in recent general 
elections here, over · an 'unauthorised' meeting she 

'_had last week with right-wing opponents oh protest-
Jng the outcome of _the December 3 poll. • .. . 

•• •• W hen Sir Eric Gairy, politica l head o f the G renada Uni ted Labou r 
·•_party (G ULP) first announced that the two sides had met to di scuss 

jo int protest against the alleged rigging of the elections - both pa rti es 
~ere badly beaten - the MBPM denied there was any such contact. 
·; But in a new statement here today • • 

. the MBPM said . an " investigation knowledged she had nor notifi ed the 
'revealed Gittens secretly met with ... party leadership abou t th e meeting 
.Ga iry last week, without the knowl- with the GUL P. 
edge o r consent of the leaders of o ur 
party." . 

.. , "We have th erefore decided that as 
from .. . December 15, 1984, Miss Ken­
-ni tha Gittens is expelled from our 
party," the statement added. 

At the weekend Gittens-Thompson 
, told reporters she was resigning from 
• the MBPM because party leaders, 

She said that after discussing th e 
planned meeting . with a "close advi ­
sor" o f Radix, she felt her d iscussion 
·would. h_ave been approved by th e 
MBPM leadership. • 

She said after signing a Statement 
to the MBPM on th e issue, Radix and 
Louison added th e wo rds " i wish ro 
apoligise to the pa rty and th e peop le 
fo r !,he damage this incident · has cau­
sed . 

• Kendrick Radi x and George Louison, 
<~ ' ' browbeat" and "pressured" her into 
" signing a statement about the talks . 
. T he lone MBPM woman candidate in Gittens-Thompson sa id she saw ·no 
: the election, G ittens-Tho mpson .ac- cause fo r apology. · 
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~Grenada notebook 1 V 
.., 

i 

That terrible afternoon 
by John Hearne 

It is easy to forget that a West 
Indian island as small as Grenada -
about 130 square miles, population 
110,000 - is not just a crude planta­
tion o f a few overseers and a manual 
ia,bour fo rce . 

It has a soc ial and po litical history that is 
400 years o ld; it has institutions of consider­
a ble sophist ica tion. It is materially underdevel ­
oped but it is a part o f a metropolitan culture: 
with manners, habits,_.styles of speech, dress 
and e,xpecta tions that make it far more a part 
o f the First World than the Third. 

' There is far more in common between a Grena-
di an peasant and, say, a n Illinois fa rm hand, than 
between a Grenadian peasant and an Afri can 
tribesman in a remote Nigerian province. 

'The Grenadia n and his Ameri can counterpart 
share more or less the same language and assump-
ti o'ns abou t li fe and educati on. • 

I 

A high ly educa ted Grenadian can rake charge of 
a top leve l United Nations agency as easil y as a 
product of Harvard or Oxford or Cambridge. An 
elemental) school graduate from Grenada can 
become a New York taxi dri ver within a month of 
landing in the United Stares - and become an 
employe r of native American labour within six 
months of his ent rance imo rhe concrete jungle of 
Manhattan. • 

Whi ch is why we must take what very nearly 
happened m Grenada between 1979 to 1983 very 
seriously. 

Ideological weight 

Mau rice Bishop, Jacque li ne Crefr, Bernard and 
Phyllis Coard, Hudson Austin and their subordi ­
nates in rhe Provinsional Revolutionary Govern­
ment had no economic or military strength ro offe r 
rhe Moscow-Havana axis in our sea - bur rh ey 
were in sole charge of an unsinkable aircraft carrier 
and they spoke rhe same language of politics as 
their masters in Moscow and Havana. 

A careful reading of the first - and , to my 
mind, authentic documents captured in October 
last yea r - reveal a calculated strategy fo r Grenada 
as a staging area fo r the communist subversion of 
rhe enti re English-speaking Caribbean. 

Task Force 
As I suggested in my article last Sunday, almost 

all government business conducted by the Politica l 
Bureau and rhe Central Committee of the Provi­
sional Revolutionary Govern ment was dedicated to 
rhe creation of a task force, nor ro the growth of a 
reformed society. Although the political education 
and the organisations at the popular level were still 
elementary after four years, they were systemati c 
and - given time -could have become effici ent 
and highly disciplined. 

Ar rhe higher levels - among rh e Bishops, 
Coards, Austins, Louisons ere. - rh e understand­
ing_ of Communist subversion was nor yet sophisti ­
cated enough for real infiltration of their Caribbean 
neighbours. Bur they were learning fast. Perhaps 
rh ey were being asked to learn too fas t. Some of 
the minutes and documents and speeches now 
open for inspection are plain ly records of people 
uttering jargon they do nor full y understand, being 
asked to play parts fo r which they are plainly nor 
yet ready. 

We can only be thankful rhar a sort of delusion 
of grandeur seemed to have seized the top lead­
ership as they spent interminable hours discussing 
theories of Marxist-Leninist development - fo r a 
society which need c::d no more than a few years of 
honest administration, the most basic parochial 
improvements and free, open elections. 

Mini-Castro 
In terms of fi re power, of forces in combat, it , 

was- insigni fica nt. As an area of influence, of 
intellectual and ideological weight, it could have 
disturbed the whole Western Hemisphere. Ar any time between 1979 and early 1983, 

Maurice Bishop could have won a popular mandate 
by simply purring his name up on a fe w posters and 
campaigning from a rocking chair on his verandah. 

Those who rook power form Eric Gairy by 
fo rce - in a few hours that were hardly planned 
but just seemed to happen - were highly trained 
minds, capable of inspiring a great deal of misch ief 
along one thousand mil es of frontier between the 
Soviet Union and the North American sphere of 
influence in the-Caribbean. 

But he wanted to be a mini-Castro - as he saw 
Grenada as a mini-Cuba. A Russian 'camp' in a sea 
that is, by all the iron laws of real politics, an 
American lake. • 
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The intellectually far superior Bernard Coard 
was similarly bemused by a concept of Grenada's 
destiny and grew, increasingly impatient with what 
he considered Bishop's cautious approach and 
attempts to keep America tolerant while building 
more and more solid alignments with Moscow 
through Havana. 

As month succeeded month duri!l~ 1983, it 
becomes mcreasmgly clear that the Polmcal Bureau 
and the Central Committee of the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government are not thinking of 
Grenada as a society to be nurtured into economic 
health, but as a centre for overt and covert action 
against its neighbours in the Caribbean: as a Cuban 
satellite. 

Bishop plainly has to go - because he still has a 
rational understanding of how far he can go if he is 
to reform his society. • 

Madness 
When he was put under house arrest on Octo­

. ber 19, 1983 by Coard, Austin and the extremists 
'of his party, he was already a dead man. 

There was one moment for which Coard had 
not allowed: the spontaneous uprising of the 
Grenadian people when they freed Bishop and his 
pregnant lover from the beds to which they were 
strapped. 

What sort of madness then sei~ed. the Revolu­
tionary Military Council as Bishop, Jacqueline 
Creft, Unison Williams and eleven others were 
gunned to death and mutilated after death, I 
cannot analyse here. 

The Grenadian peoP.le will hardly talk of it ... A­
nymore than they wtll talk of the 200 or so 
children and adults whom ·the People's Revolution­
ary Army shot down or who flung themselves over 
the wall of Fort Rupert as the assassinations took 
place inside the fort itself. 

Nearly 200 adults and children dead or maimed 
by the so-called people's anny - in a population · 
of only 110 thousand - is a lot of people. If you 
were talking about Jamaica, you would have a 
count of well over 4,000, in a little over an hour of 
butchery and terror. 

In •my final Grenada · Notebook, I shall try to 
describe the devastating effect of that terrible 
afternoon on the Grenadian people, the superb 
work by the Interim Administration, and why Mr. 
Herbert Blaize and his New National Party did not 
so much win an election as have a country eagerly 
given to . them by the people to hold in trust for a 
period of tender loving care. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



Blaize calms . 
MPs' backers 

ST. GEORGE'S, Gre- opposition Grenada 
nada, Dec. 1 ~ Unit~d Labour Party 
(CANA): which gained on seat 

Prime Minister to the NNP's 14 in 
Herbert Blaize has the 15-member House 
gone on radio to calm • of Representatives in 
angry supporters I of general elections two 
two new parliamenta- weeks ago. • 
rians of his New Na- • Supponers of the two 
tional Party (NNP) MPS showed open dis-
who have not yet sent at the absence of 
been assigned govern- their representatives 
ment jobs.Blaize an- from the list of appoin­
nounced his Cabinet tees after the service. 
and other appoint- . In response, Blaize in 
ments Friday during a a message, frequently re-

peated on Radio Grena­thanksgiving service da, referred to matter as 
but the names of a ."regrettable omission" 
small business propri- and promised jobs for 
etors Phinsley St. both Duncan -and St. 
Louis and Grace Dun- Louis. 
can were missing.They Louis would be given 
represent the St. an unspecified job in 
George South and St. Parliament when it con-

venes December 28 
John constituencies while Duncan had been 
respectively, previous- offered a "special pos­
ly strongholds of the ,ition''. he said. 
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JLP-NNP 
1relationship; 

'clearly 
fraternal' 

The New National Party 
(NNP) led by Mr. Herbert 

Blaize won the December 3 Gen­
eral Elections in Grenada. These 
were the first ele.ctions to be held 
on that island in eight years, 
which included the four and a 
half year reign of the Leftist 
regime headed by Maurice Bish­
op. 

The ruling Jamaica Labour Parry, 
as well as several other moderate 
parties in the English-speaking Carib­
bean, supported the NNP, which was 
formed just prior to the elections out 
of the merging of three moderate 
parties - the Grenada National Party, 

sort of militant mood for a long time, what 
accounted for such ·a quiet election? 

A: I think the reason is, as is evidenced in the 
results of the elections, that the people of Grenada 
were tired of violence and the political upheavals 
and they wished a return to normalcy and to a 
democratic Government; hence, the total rejection 
of Gairy's party which closely resembles Fascism, 
or the extreme right, as well as total rejection .of 
the Maurice Bishop Patriotic Movement led by 
Radix, which represents communism, or the ex­
treme left. It was for that reason that the results 
were so overwhelmingly in favour of the New 
National Party (NNP). The people spoke clearly 
that they wished to return to a sane, democratic 
middle-of-the-road government. Mr. Blaize fielded 
the best qualified team in the election. In it were 
included about two Ph.Os. One had a double 
Masters, in economics and history, about five or 
six were lawyers and some very able moderates. 

Q: For how long were you in Grenada? 
A: "For the past two months I have been there, 

in and out." • 
Q: Was there any special reason why you 

were chosen to represent the · JLP in this 
exercise? 

A:-"No. Not that I know of." 

the Grenada Democratic Movement ---- -~ Co-operation or 
interference? and the National Democratic Party. • 

On Sunday, December 2, Prime Minister 
Edward Seaga told a JLP constituency confer­
~nce in Spanish Town, St. Catherine, that his 
party had a team working in Grenada assisting 
the NNP in the elections on a party-to-party 
basis. 

Mr. Seaga said that the team was headed by Mr. 
Clifton Stone, Member of Parliament for North­
West Clarendon. The following was an interview 
with Mr. Stone on his return to Jamaica conducted 
by BALFORD HENRY, staff reporter, on Decem­
ber 13. 

Free and fair 
Q: How fair and free do you think those 

elections were? 
A: "It was a totallyfree and fair election and an 

election free from fear. On election day there 
wasn't one incident; not even involving rum drink­
ing. 

Q: What about the period leading up to the 
elections? • 

A: Nothing to speak about. !think there were 
two incidents of stone-throwing at a political 
meeting, _but.that was about all I heard of. 

Quiet election 
Q: Knowing that Grenada has been in a 

Q: Coul<C the · co-operation between the 
NNI> and the JLP be considered interference 
in Grenada's internal matters? 

A:If it were the Government of Jamaicainvolved 
with the elections, that would have been interfer­
ence._ But, this is a political_ party in Ja~ai_ca - _ the 
Jamaica Labour Party, which shares s1m1lar views 
with a political party in Grenada and we went to 
ensure a return to democracy in Grenada; and I 
don 't consider this interference. 

"It is the same way, personally speaking, when I 
was a student in the U.S.A., I was involved in the 
Civil Rights Movement. And, on that score, I was 
happy to see an old civil rights leader from the 
U.S., Bayard Rustin, one of the most respected civil 
rights leaders, there (in Grenada) on behalf of the 
American Labour Movement watching the pro- . 
ceedings, and his remarks about the elections were 
very interesting. He was reported in a Barbados 
paper as saying how free and fair the elections 
were. 

"Therefore, as far as my, and the JLP's, involve­
ment with· the NNP in Grenada is concerned, it is 
clearly a fraternal relationship. And, let me say that 
Jamaiea wasn't the only Caribbean island that 
assisted. There was assistance from Barbados, St. 
Lu cia and St. Vincent. It was a question of reople 
sharing the same ideology, the same politica views 
on democracy and we simply went to re-assess that 
fraternally . 

"The other ;:,.,.· 
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from Jamaica and other parties from Jamaica ov~r 
the years have been helping their counterparts in 
Grenada." 

Pressure from Jamaica? 
~: But there is the feeling that the thr~ 

parties which came together to form the NN'P 
would not have done so, without some pres-
sure from Jamaica and the other islands?· . 

A: "I don't think it was a matter of pressure. 
They, the three parties, were assisted by other 
Caribbean islands, by the leaders from other Carib­
bean nations primarily St. Vincent, Barbados and 
Dominica; assisting them not in forming an alli­
ance, bur to merge into a single political party since 
their political ideology was more or less similar. 
Going into the elections with so many political 
parties would. have only resulted in a victory for 
Gairy, because of the splitting of the votes. • • 

"So, this new party was founded; and, possibly 
in rhar respect what is needed for the Caribbean is 
for all the democratic parties ·to form a regional 
political grouping. This is highly necessary, because 
the democratic parties do nor have this formal 
grouping in the Caribbean whereas the communists 
have their grouping and there is the Socialist 
International, as well. So I think that for the 
democratic forces in the region it is about time 
they seriously think about having some formal 
political grouping. ' 

Sound political judgment 
Q: Is this an indication that something 

along those lines is being worked out? 
A:I don't know of any formal thing being 

worked our, I am saying that the time is ripe for 
such a group ro emerge. 

Q:Were there any discussions between the 
JLP, the Barbados Labour Party etcetera, 
about coming together to do something for the 
NNP in Grenada? 

A:As far as I know, there were no formal 
discussions. There might have been some dis­
cussions from rime ro time. There has heen interac­
tion, bur it is a question of seeing a need out there 
and seeing people who share your common politi­
cal philosophy and ideology and simply going to 
their aid. The victory was really a victory of the 
Grenadian people: it is the Granadian people who 
have spoken. It is not the involvement of any help 
from outside. This was merely an assistance. The 
victory was totally credited to the good sense and 
sound political judgement of the people of Grena­
da . 

Intention 
Q: But you said that without your help and 

that of the others, Gairy wouldhave won? 
A: Well, we assisted to see to it that the 'far left' 

with communist leanings, and the 'far right' 
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LP-NNP 
relationship 

(Cont'd from Page 9) 
- Gairy and the Fascicts, were defeated: That was 
our intention. 

Q: Would you be prepared to take the same 
steps if a similar situation arose in another 
Caribbean island? 

A:I couldn't make that decision. I couldn't say. 
The JLP is against communism, and the JLP saw, 

' or would see the rise of communism anywhere, or 
the rise of Fascism, anywhere in the Caribbean, as a 
threat to the security, the peace and well-being of 
the area and if there is any possibiliry (to assist), 
yes. 

Gairy 
Q: Gairy has said that a lot of the things 

saicf about him werenot true, but were propa­
ganda made up efficiently by the Left to 
topple him; other democratic leaders have 
often made similar claims about the Left. 

A:The history of Gairy's involvement in Grena­
da is documented and his regime there was one 
where it was alleged that squandennania toolc: 
place, and they had total disregard for financial 
institutions. There were quite a few violent actions 
with the establishment of what was called in 
Grenada the '"Mongoose Brigade" which threat­
ened the lives of many of the opponents of Gairy 
and, therefore, was a deterrent to a normal demo­
cratic society flourishing in Grenada. In addition, 
there were charges about him being a bad 'payman' 
to use the colloquial expression there: several 
people had to take him to Coun. There were firms 
who could not collect debts owed to them by him. 
All of this led to total disgust on the pan of well­
thinking people in Grenada as far as Gairy was 
concerned. 

But he still has a very strong base because, let's 
face it, he got 35% of the votes. This was a 
significant effon. He staned early as a trade union 
leader and had achieved some benefits for the 
people. Later on, however, as he went into govern­
ment, that is where whatever good he did was 
being questioned. 

The significant thing in addition to the rejectidn 
of Gairy and the Left, was the high tum-out at the 
polls, approximately 85%. It was a very high poll. 

Q: Was that unusual? 
A:I don't know if it was unusual, but it stands 

out amongst the very high polls. 

Q: Why didn't people make a lot of noise 
about Gairy's behaviour prior to recently? 

A: Oh yes. The history of Grenada will show 
that. Don't forget that you had a Jamaican Admin­
istrator down there at one time, Jimmy Lloyd. 

Q: But that was before Independence? 
A: And, there was also the famous Commission 

of Enquiry conducted by Sir Herben Duffus. 

Outside support 
Q: Was there outside support for the other 

parties, like the Maurice Bishop Patriotic 
Movement? . 

A:Well,they had strong suppon from Cuba. 
They are in collaboration with Cuba. It is strongly 
suspected that their pamphlets and other political 
things were done in Cuba. 

Q: Do you think that the centriat partie1 in 
the region have learnt anything from thi1 
experience? 

A: If there is one lesson that the Centrist panics 
should become aware of, it is that they shouldn't 

sit idly by and allow extremism to take hold of the 
region again; whether it is extreme right or extreme 
left. The point to note is that the moderate fanies 
should not sit idly by and think that it is al over, 
because there is strong infiltration in the area. It is 
a question that they are going to change their 
strategy now that they h'ave been defeated in 
Grenada. They are going to change their strategy 
from a military solution or a military approach to 
one of political infilttation. They will be more 
subtle now. The threat is not in any way lessened. 

Moderates 
Q: So what will the moderates do? 

!'-:My sugg_estion •is that thev form a 
regional grouping. 

Q: What are they doing about this? 

formal 

A: "l don't know about a formaJ organization, 
but cenainly there are informal discussions in this 
respect. There are good relations between our 
Edward Seaga, Prime Minister Tom Adams of 
Barbados, Prime Minister Mitchell in St. Vincent, 
Prime Minister Charles in Dominica, Prime Min­
ister Simmonds in St. Kitts. There are good rela­
tions and a common understanding. 

Q: What would hap~n in the 1ituation, as 
we liave experienced, where the party assumes 
a great deal of power over the Government? 

A:That is not a moderate or centrist situation. 

Q: No, but you could be accused of having 
started that kind of behaviour? 

A:The leader of the JLP has clearly differen­
tiated between the party and the Government, and 
he specifically said that my involvement with the 
NNP in Grenada wasa party-to-pany relationship 
and that it was the JLP which assisted the NNP in 
Grenada. But, the communists and the socialists are 
realities throughout the world, and if we believe 
and have strong convictions to our political ideolo- . 
~• then we have to find strategies to counter what 
1s happening .if we are to survive, or else we will be 
run over. 

Regional grouping 
Q: Do you expect that the relationship 

which has been developed between the NNP 
will continue? 

A:We have set them on the road and we have 
kft them to run their country. But we would be 
ready if they needed our advice, or the benefit of 
our experience at the pany level. But we don't 
intend to interfere with how thev run their country. 
It is a question of a fraternal relationship. For 
instance, we have similar views and we share them 
and that is why I think that a regional grouping 
would be good. It could probably provide a forum 
where once a year we could meet and have 
dialogue. 

Q: Do you aee it possible that there could 
be a break-up of the NNP? 

A: No, I don't see that. They are a very highly 
qualified and sophisticated group of people who 
realise what the common external danger is and, 
therefore, for the survival of Grenada anci for good 
government and democracy in Grenada, I think 
they see themselves as the saviours. Therefore, 
sticking together is crucial. 

"One of the leaders, George Brizan, made it 1 
quite clear that they are not an alliance but a 
merging of these separate panics into one pany. 
They have established a constitution and they are 
committed to democracy." 
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-Wilkinson photo, 
Git.EN ADA THAN~ 'OU: P~ Minister Edward Seaga (left) receives a token of thanks - a painting- for having 
allowed the Jamaica L~fence Force to take part in the Grenada invasion, from Col. Ken Barnes, the first commander 
of the forces in Grenada. Looking on is Major-General Robert Neish. Occasio~ was a short ceremony held at Up Park 
Camp yesterday to enable the Prime Minister to express thanks to the members of the military who took part in th£ 
Grenada invasion. • • 

.. Number of JDF soldiers in Grenada 
to be cut in half 

The number of Jamaica De­
.fence Force soldiers stationed 
in Grenada is ro be cur by . half, 
Prime Minisrer Edward Seaga 
announced yesterday. He an­
nounced also rhar it was pro­
posed ro strike a special medal 
ro be awarded to "all rhose 
wbo served in Grenada at one 
rime or another.'' 
• Mr. Seaga was ~aking at Up Park • 

Camp ro members of all sections of the 
Jamaica Defence Force ODF)who took 
Qart in the U.S.-led Grenada invasion in 
October last year. 

Mr. Seaga praised the Military who he 
said had discharged rheir duties "in the 
best possible manner, and left a very 
strong and good image oi Jamaica in 
Grenada." . 

The Prime Min ister recounted what he 
described as the .. barbar-ous and atro­
cious" events rhar led to rhe Grenada 
invasion, as -he explained the principles 
under which JamaJCa rook part for rhe • 

benefit of his hearers who might have 
had doubts. 

Mr. Seaga said that in talks wirh 
members of other states rhey expressed 
rhe view rhar, had rhev been aware of rhe 
background of rhe "Grenada siruarion, 
rheir country would nor have taken the 
srand rhev took at the United Nations. 

The army men had carried OU! their 
duties in rhe "best professional conduct," 
always having a good image which had 
spoken highly of their public relations. 
Many .in G,renada had hailed rhis con­
duct. 

Their effort had also. brought peace, 
1ranqu1hty and the basis on • which a 
society could be built, Mr. Seaga said, 
refemng to the recent election of a new . 
Government in Grenada which was seen 
as a return to democracy. 

"We are prc>ud of you," the Prime 
Minister declared, staring that he hoped 
the day would come wlien rhere would 
be a complete withdrawal of forces from 
rhe spice island as it had been decided to 
reduce the force dowri rhere by half. 

Mr. Scaga also told of rhe proposal ro -
"strike a special medal" to be awarded to 
all those who served in Grenada at one 
·rime or another. 

Major-Gell('ral Robert Neish who ear-

lier welcomed the Primr Minister and , 
recalled behind-the-scenes evenrs rhar 
resu_lred in Jamaica's role" in the invasion, 
addmg that he had asked Mr. Seaga it ' 
rherc was a job for rhe J.D.F. ro do. The 
Prime Minister replied rhat ir was very 
possible, he said. 

Maior-General Neish said he was 
pleased rhar rhe 1.D.F. was capable of 
taking on a chalfenge of the !<ind and 
could deal wirh it successfully as shown 
in the plans rhat had been made. 

"Tne lessons we learnt as a- result of 
this joint operation will be very useful to 
us in the future," he said. "We performed 
in a very credirabk and professional 
manner." . · 

Grenada's Prime Minister was very 
keen on the J.D.F. providing conrinuea 
assistance, he said, pledging rhar this 
would be done as ne encouraged the 
soldiers ro continue doing the joo to rhe 
best of their ability. 

Also attending rhe short ceremony 
were the Minister of National Security. 
rhe Hon. Winston S_pauldmg; Col. Ken 
Barnes, rhe first otficer ro head rhe 
troops in Grenada, and who thanked rhe 
Prime Minister for allowing the army ro 
rake part in rhe invasion, and f.resented 
him wirh a painting; and Co . Nesror 
O'Gilvie. · 
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Grenada''' returris 
to Westminster 

democracy 
Se-aga among Carib. leaders­
in attendance 
ST. GEORGE'S, Grenada Dec. 28, (AP) 

A- NEWLY ELECTED Parliament took its seats Friday as .the tiny Carib~ • 
an island returned to Westminster democracy for the first time since a 

-1979 Leftist coup. • • - - · _ -
As Caribbean Prime Ministers • . • _ . . • 

Edward Seaga Eu]enia Charles Administration cited an "invitation" The bnef busmess included _announ~e-
. h ' " ,; from Scoon as a legal reason for its ment of _plans !0 form a Pohce ~rvice 
Jo n Compton an James Son - - f G d - d f Con:i"mss1on which w1I_I _ rev1~~ _police ac-. M. h II b d f h inv~s100 o . ~ena a . six ays a ter a nvmes and -represent cmzens interest and 
, Itc e O serve rofm t e raq!cal army Junta clai~ed power,. _ to form ·a Commission of Inquiry into the 
_pa~ked chamb~rs, the . ormally The rufe _ of law • 1s pnmary, sa1~ events of Oct. 19, 1983, parricularlY. in I 
arn~ed · 14 Parh~menranans rook §coon._ He said the new,, Government 1s determinin_g how many pe(?ple wt;re killed • 
their oaths of office from the clerk co_nsmuuonally formed and warned and the fates of Grenadians snll unac-

f d I. d h d ' agamst abuse of powt;r. counted for. 
O courts an !Stene _ to t e tra 1- He also said anyone not working in the A thousands-strong mob freed Bishop 
!tional "Throne Speech" of Gover- interest of the nanon should be removed 39, from the house arrest where he had 
nor General Sir Paul Scoon who from office. _ been placed folloo/ing a split in his Leftist 

· Q El ' b h 11'' ff' Some 250 U.S. tr<>(?pS and 350 mem- Government, but the anny later on Oct. 
r~mams ueen . iza et S O I- bers of a multinational Caribbean peace- t 9 attacked the crowd assembled in Forr 
c1al representative on the former keeping force remain on ~renada. Presi- Rupen, ~here Bishop went, killing an 
colony that is a member of the dent Reagan and the unbbean Leaders undetenmned number of people. Bishop 
o • • h C I h mvolved have said the troops will remain and seven close followers were subse-
vntlS ommonwea t • . as long as the Grenada Government feels quently executed. 

Scoon, who wa~ reco~1zed by t_he they are necessary to_maintain order. Former Bishop ~ty ~mard Coard 
United States and its Canbbean allies During the.two-hour ceremony at Yonc and 18 others are awamng tr:ial on charges 
35 Grenada's constitutional leader fol- House, the parliamentary chambers down- of murder and conspiracy m the execu- , 
lowing the Oct. J 9 1983 army execu- town, Scoon and Prime Ministe_r Herberr uons. _ , _ 
. ·· f - - '· ' - - - h Blaize inspected a Grenada police honor The _ last ume Grenada s _ Parliament 
non o Pnme Minister Maunce B1s - guard. The island's (?Olice force is being met, B1shc;>p was the 9Pposmon Lead~r, 
912, stressed the continued need for built and trained with British and U.S. and Coard, Unison Whtteman and Blaize 
security on Grenada. The Reagan help. (Continued on Page 3) 
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.Grenada returns _ to Westminster 
(Cont'd. from Page 1) 

were among the six-member Opposition, represent­
ing three parties. Whiteman was executed with 
Bishop. • • 

'Sir Eric Gairy was the Prime Minister then, but 
Gairy was overthfown in a Leftist coup led by 
Bishop March 13, t9~9. Bishop's New Jewel 
Mavemen~ suspended the constitution and ruled by 
decree. 

The United Labour Party of Gairy, who re­
rumed from exile in the United States last Jan. 21, 
was routed in Dec. 3 elections by the New Nation­
al Party of Blaize. The moderate party was fonned 
°f,rQm rhree parties after an August meeting hosted 
6y Mitchell, Prime Minister of the neighbouring 
Ration of St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 

Miss Charles, of Dominica, was the chairwoman 

of the Organisation oi Eastern Caribbe.in States 
who called on Reagan to invade fellow member 
state Grenada in 1983. St. Lucia's Compton and 
Jamaica's Seaga were among seven Caribbean lead­
ers who contributed troops to the invasion. 

The Parliament was one member shon. The 
lol'!e 0nited Labour Party candidate who won in 
the elections, Marcel Peters, said earlier he will 
refuse to take his seat because the elections were 
allegedly fixed by the United States. 

Blaize has'said Peters must miss three Parliamen­
tary sessions before his seat is declared vacant and 
a 11ew election is held for it. 

In keeping with the ceremony, the clerk called 
loudly three times "Marcel Joseph Peters." But 
there was no answer. 

High-ranking regional diplomats from the Unir-

ed States, Canada, Great Britain and South Korea 
attended th~ cremonies, along with Roqerick Rain­
ford, Secretary-General of the regional Caribbettn 
Community trading organisation· William Demas 
president . of the C~ribbea~ Development Bank and 
Nicholas _ Brathwaite, chairman of the Scoon-ap­
pomted mtenm council that ran Grenada from 
Novell,lber 15, 1983 until the elections. 

In • his first foreign appearance as a head ol 
go_vernment, Manuel Esquivel attended as the 
Pnme Mm1ster of Belize. He was elected on 
December 14. His predecessor on the forrne'1 
British colony in Central America, George Price, 
was amoni four Canbbean Community leaders 
who opposed the invasion of Grenada. • 
• Another significant spectator was Basil Ince 

Foreign Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, a nearby 
nation that also opposed the invasion. Trinidad 
Opposition Leader Basco Panday also .attended. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es


	GRENADA0001
	GRENADA0002
	GRENADA0003
	GRENADA0004
	GRENADA0005
	GRENADA0006
	GRENADA0007
	GRENADA0008
	GRENADA0009
	GRENADA0010
	GRENADA0011
	GRENADA0012
	GRENADA0013
	GRENADA0014
	GRENADA0015
	GRENADA0016
	GRENADA0017
	GRENADA0018
	GRENADA0019
	GRENADA0020
	GRENADA0021
	GRENADA0022
	GRENADA0023
	GRENADA0024
	GRENADA0025
	GRENADA0026
	GRENADA0027
	GRENADA0028
	GRENADA0029
	GRENADA0030
	GRENADA0031
	GRENADA0032
	GRENADA0033
	GRENADA0034
	GRENADA0035
	GRENADA0036
	GRENADA0037
	GRENADA0038
	GRENADA0039
	GRENADA0040
	GRENADA0041
	GRENADA0042
	GRENADA0043
	GRENADA0044
	GRENADA0045
	GRENADA0046
	GRENADA0047
	GRENADA0048
	GRENADA0049
	GRENADA0050
	GRENADA0051
	GRENADA0052
	GRENADA0053
	GRENADA0054
	GRENADA0055
	GRENADA0056
	GRENADA0057
	GRENADA0058
	GRENADA0059
	GRENADA0060
	GRENADA0061
	GRENADA0062
	GRENADA0063
	GRENADA0064
	GRENADA0065
	GRENADA0066
	GRENADA0067
	GRENADA0068
	GRENADA0069
	GRENADA0070
	GRENADA0071
	GRENADA0072
	GRENADA0073
	GRENADA0074



