
PAST A. THE USE OP SURVEYS 

1, Introduction 

Before ahy planned improvement in a system of agriculture can 

take place it is necessary to have a considerable amount of information 

about the existing system. Thus facts and figures relating to the 

soils, water supply, ecology, land use and population density of the 

area are essential. The investigation of land use requires information 

on such factors as estimated production and acreage of crops grown, the 

planting and cultural techniques used, and the equipment employed in 

the production of these crops, the crop rotations used, the incidence 

of pests and diseases and the form of land tenure. Such information 

can only be obtained through some form of survey of the area and the 

farms concerned. 

The several different types of survey possible include censuses, 

individual surveys and various types of random sample surveys. 

2. Censuses 

The most obvious method of collecting information about a 

particular character is the census, which is the collection of the 

desired facts from every individual in the relevant population. 

For many years it was considered that a census was the only 

accurate means of obtaining information about a population's 

characteristics. However, the mere complete enumeration of a population 

does not mean that the information gathered is absolutely accurate. In 

cases where the enumerator makes simple objective measurements there 

may be little or no error but when it becomes necessary to make 

subjective appraisals of a character, or when the information is 

obtained by interview, it is possible for errors to be made. These 

errors are termed "bias" and may be small or large and can be summarised 

as follows: (Hansen, Hurwitz and Hadow, 1953). 


