Park, San Fernando.

The advent of score sheets (courtesy Roy
inevitable late start and the use of the cycle track detracted

) LTHOUGH new Pan
rette should be congr
) vations in Panorama
: with the handling of last weeke

zone Panorama preliminaries s

Trinbago president Owen Ser-
atulated for changes and inno-

1989, 1 was still disappointed

1 would have liked to shower on Serrette and his new committee

1 can rile over the late start, but of greater i
Panorama organisers of the cycle track as the f
rogramme flowed smoothly for almos!

ire played and the crowd flowed in, t
up to 30 minutes to set up. So much for the Canb's incen

Altl the size of bands may have cause some

The
19 F

signs that bad planning was also
responsible. If the large stage
standing idly behind the judges
was used instead of the cycle
track, things might have been

different. <
Which %m to ask, since
it red to be a completed and
m%‘smulure, why was this
stage not used? Mlyﬁe the City
Council should intervene to ensure
San F di

award this 3

down,

slowing

By
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sation that controls Panorama.
Apart from this, there was no
lighting on the cycle track causing
bands which performed after dusk
to literally in the dark.
This lack of proper lighting is a
ial one which has provided
inidad and Tobago Television
(TTT) with the easiest excuse to
turely pack up and return Lo
Spain for yet another year
Without these all-important el-
ements which go into making a
good show, there was also a pauci-
many of which

saw musical heights of excellence
from Fonelaire and Deltones.

On the down side, for the se
cond year, West Stars was sadly
missed. Also missing were Pan
Saca from Siparia, Free French
which seems unable to get its act
together, and former South/Cen
tral champions Dunlop Torna
does. There was also a notable
shrink in Hillside Symphony

Also making this year's Panora
ma that less interesting was that
six bands played Baron's Somebe
dy and three played Boogsie’s Fire
Down Below. Variety was a scarce
commodity this year

Celebrated arrangers Len
“Boogsie” Sharpe and Ken “Pro
fessor” Philmore each had two

bands competing
The first band to appear before
the judges was Mt Moriah Pan
Movement, one of the new bands
around, but one which is gradually
growing in size, sound and stature.
This band hails from Mt Moriah
Hill, under the leadership of Sel-
wyn Alexander, and its tune of
choice was Johnny King's Doh
Rub Meh. Although placing l}lh
with 216 points, it was & ¢ ita-
ble performance
&TEC Motown pla;
chose Ronnie

second
cIntosh’s
mlikel:

nd’s South/Central
taged at Skinner

al Bank) was welcome but the
from the praises

mportance is the continuous use by
focal point of the competition

t three hours but, by the tir
he chaos started, with bands

there were

r Vat

arge, the ba

ing several
gave a mature

youths, Motown

performance.
Next came Hillside Symphony,

looking smaller than usual. Hill-

of the tune somewhal monoto-
pous, while the instruments
seemed not tuned for the various
keys. It is a pity that a band with
as impressive a track record as
this one could not manage a more
dynamic performar

Appearing b
Hillside was !
also playin body. This was
not the most original of Boogsie's
works but the band was awarded
240 points and placed fifth. Under
Boogsie's magical wand, this Carib
Street band may very well return
to the limelight after being in the
doldrums for some time.

Couva Joylanders has been a
regular in this zo sf Panorama
without much success. This year,
the band, with new arrangers,
brought an ultra laid-back version
of Somebody to the Park. The
piece required some more imag-
ination to become more competit-
ive and exciting.

Next came the big guns of
the south, Fonclaire, a
which any San Fernandian
should feel proud of. It has been
13 years sincea south band

during the '70s, it was Hatters. Ar-
ranger Philmore has the goods to pull
it off this year with his fiery arrange-
ment of Boogsie’s Fire. Fonclaire can
« get better as the band goes th-
rough the remaining rounds of compe-
tition towards the ultimate prize on
Carnival Saturday night. Fonclaire
placed first with 258 points.

Pq_vil‘ltywing FDei i dnvnnhthe track
was Trintopec tones wi u&nrh
arrangement of Tambu's Free Ip.
Tuners Ellis Kni ts and
achi g a unique sound
band’s instruments. Once more, the
haunting basses were beautifully bal-
anced and Boogsie masterfully cra
some stunning bass mns with the
tenors answering. Theirs was a truly
exciting performance. Deltones scored
950 points and placed second. In the
final, it would be safe to expect &
Fonclaire/Deltones “shoot-out,” & sce-
nario which has been played out for

the last three years. After
Point Fortin’s Silver Harps seemed Angel

to have gone through some changes ranger

and came up with Jason iste as its caused a

= Ig

arranger
“test piece,”
that the Ha
treated the
performances over the years, theirs
was a disappointing performance and
was juslifmm

the past, this band

206 points. In
- has played
like Pan Here to Stay and No
Dudley Nesbi

T

i
i

i
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2
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has won the national P
title and Fonclaire can very
well be the band to break the
jinx of the '80s. During the
*60s, it was Guinness Cavaliers
which kept the flag flying and




