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'NEWS GvM'filNTAH.Y 
For tr~nRmtssion on 
Monday l•J.ay 2nd at 6 •. 15p. m 

Good evening: The Premier , the Minister of Finance, the 

Minister of Trade and Industry and a number of experts and advisers 

left for Port -6f-Spa1n , Trinidad yesterday for the next round of 

conferences on the Federal Const itution . Befor e leaving Mr . Manley 

was forced to make a public statement denying a newspaper report 

which was published on Wednesday of last week . This report said 

that top - drawer civil servanjs had been instructed to prepare a 

blueprint for Jamaica t o leave the Federation ~nless Jama ica gets 

its way all along the line . The report gave the impression that ou1 

delegation was go ing down to Trinidad with a sort of tough t ake-it ­

or- leave- it attitude; and I personally got the i mpression from the 

report that our delegates were hoping that the people of the south 

Caribbean would supply t he excuse for us to quit the Federation. 

In short, I f e lt t hat if t h is news report was true and we were really 

just looking for an excuse to get out of the Federation, then why 

waste time and money by sending our delegation to the conference? 

Why not just be honest and say 'We quit ' ? 

But on Thursday of last week Mr . Manley issued an official 

statement saying it was untru e to say Jamaica had either prepared 

a ' tough line ' or instructed its top civil servants to prepare a 

blueprint for leaving the Federation . Mr . Manley said no responsible 

person connected with Government could have made such statements . 

He said thi s news report was unfo rtunate because it was calculated 

to embarrass the J amaica de legation and to create difficulties for 

it . 

Now , if Mr . Manley had not put out th · s denial of the news 

report the people in the south Caribbean wou l d have been justified 
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in thinking that we are not really interested in the Federation 

unless what we say and what we want is accepted all down the line . 

And certainly, on the basis of that news report, Dr. Eric Wi lliams 

would have been justified if he had said : "So, Jamaica has warned 

us that she will be tough and she is ready to get out; Allright, 

let her get tough, we 1 11· get tough too ." And the conference would 

be off to a disastrous start, charged with suspicion and hostility. 

Mr. Manley's statement has , I hope, cleared the air as far as the 

people of the south Caribbean are concerned . 

Now about the confer ence itself : as you know, two committees 

have been at work over the past few months try i ng to nesolve t he 

differences between the views of Trinidad and Ja ca 6n certain 

political and econC!IIIlic issues. Trinidad, as you know, wants the 

Federal Government to have power to levy taxes on the Units. She 

wants the Federal Government to have more of a say in the affairs 

of the uni t governments because she believes a successful federation 

must have a strong central government . Jamaica, on the other hand , 

does not want her complex and delicately planned economic programme 

upset by having any outside power interfere with it, and so she is 

in favour of marking time on the question of a strong central governm, 

The present conference is to see what progress the committees have 

made in . their attempts to reconcile these two points of view . For 

myself, I think that given time qnd patience these conflicting 

views can be ~EK~XXEH reconciled. But we need patience ••••• Tomorrow 

I will discuss the Co mmonwealth Prime Ministers' Conference. Goodnigbi 
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No 56 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For t r ansmission on 
Tuesday May 3rd at 6 . 15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Today one of the really remarkable conferences 

of our time has opened in London . I t is not remarkable because it 

is a conference; the Commonwealth Prime Ministers meet every year 

so there is nothing unique about that . They met last year and the 

year before and the year before that and they will meet again next 

year and the year after and the year after that . What is remarkable 

is how these conferences came about and the very special meaning they 

have in the world today . 

The Prime Ministers and other Heads-of- State whose meetings 

opened today represent roughly 500 million peoples - that is , a 

quarter .of all the people on the earth . In terms of countries they 

represent the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South 

Africa, India, Pakistan, the Central Afr i can Federation, Ghana, 

Ceylon and the Federation of Malaya: eleven countries in all . All 

• 

the racial strains in the world are found in the countries 

represented by the Commonwealth Prime Ministers; and there are people 

of every shade of colour ; black, brown, yellow, pink and every kind 

of miKture of these. (By the way, I have never seen a human being who 

is really white, so why we call pink-coloured people white, I don't 

know) . 

Anyway, as you ~now, each one of these countries was once a 

colony of Britain and the people of each were once colonial subjects 

of Britain . And as you know, at some time or another in the histor? ee 

each one of these countries has fought against their colonial status . 

In South Africa, for instance, there was a full- scale war between 

Britain and the Boers . In India we saw years of struggle and mass 
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imprisonments before they achieved independence. The Indian Prime 

Minister, Mr. Nehru , who is pro,bably the most honoured and respected 

man at the present conference, spent something like 17 years in 

British prisons in India for leading his country's independence 

struggle. And Ghana's Kwame Nkrumah had to be released from a 

British jail to lead his country . In some cases the struggle was 

not as violent, but in almost every case the colonial people had 

to use pressure , had to agitate and demonstrate before they won 

s~lf- government . 

Why then did they not turn their backs on Britain when they 

won their freedom from colonialism? It is when we try to answer 

that question that we see the remarkable character of the Commonwealtl 

When Britain found that she could not hold a country by force any 

longer she faced that fact squarely and set about helping that countr~ 

to organise its own self-government . In some cases she gave financial 

aid and in nearly all cases she -supplied some of her best civil 
to help 

servants/in the organising of that country's affairs . This has made 

for a smooth transition from colonialism to self-government . Of coursi 

there were political and economic considerations involved. But I do 

not think that was the whole story. I think there was an idea involve< 

too . And I think it was because they bought this idea that Britains 

ex- colonies did not cut themselves away when they achieved their 

freedom. I think in the years to come our own Federation as well as 

that of Nigeria, that manganika, Kenya, Nyasaland and Uganda will all 

remain in the Commonwealth when they win their independence because 

of that idea. Tmorrow I will tell you what that idea is •••• Goodnight. 
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No 57 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday May 4th at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: As I promised you last night, I pbopose to 

discuss the Commonwealth ideam this evening . To start off let us 
this 

ask ourselves t very important question: What binds the Commonwealth 

together, and does anybody compel anybody else to be a member? The 

short answer is that nobody compels anybody else to join and anybody 

is free to leave the Commonwealth at any time . The thing which binds 

the 6ommonwealth together is a body of beliefs held by all its 

member s which has, over the years, become known as the 8ommonwealth 

Democratic government, the rule of law and the rights of the 

individual are the coJmerstones of the Commonwealth idea . 

Those who believe in the Commonwealth idea believe that the 

best form of government possible in the world is that in which fie 

mafmxtxixm~ all ~he citizens of a country choose, by free and secret 

vote, the men and women who will represent them in parliament and 

make their laws. They believe that this is only possible where men 

are free to organise themselves into as many political parties as 

they choose. They also believe that all citizens, whatever their 
equally 

rank or station or position or wealth, should be/subject to the laws 

made by their freely elected parliament. And they also believe that 

each citizen should have the right to hold whatever political or 

religious beliefs he or she might choose. But, you will say, a persoi 

or a country can hold these beliefs without belonging to the . 

Commonwealth~ That is true. However, the believers in the Commonwealtl 

idea, and I am one of them, will go on to say that the moral authorit; 

of the Commonwealth in the world today is because a number of 
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countries have joined together freely, as equal partners, to give 

weight to the idea . The Commonwealth and the idea it represents, the 

will say, is what they hope tomorrow~s world will be like: a world 

in which nations and races will have forgo tten theirconflicts and 

differences and meet as equals and friends to plan for the good of 

all mankind . It is this hope which gives the Commonwealth idea its 

nobility and makes this week's meetings so important . 

• But of course, a hope is one thing and reality is another . Not 

all the Commonwealth members have lived up or are even trying to 

live ·up to the Commonwealth idea . Some , like the racialist government 

of South Africa, are flatly against it, no matter how much they pay 

lip- service to it . Indeed, South Africa is one of the headaches 

facing the Commonwealth Prime inisters . I think they will have to 

do something about it or risk a split in the Commonwealth; and 

nothing would be more tragic for the Commonwealth idea than a split 

along racial and colour lines. All the members of the Commonwealth , 

except the Central African Federation , have made it clear that they 

detest South Africa's race policies . But more than that needs to be 

done if this great idea is to flourish in this world where there is 
so 

/much fear, hatred and suspicion among men and nations. 

But , with all its faults amd weaknesses , the Commonwealth is 

a great symbol for the future. When the leaders of the other nations 

of the world can meet together as do our Oommonwealth leaders, we 

will,be nearer peace and underttanding among men ••• • • Goodnight . 
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No 58 

NEWS COMMENT.ARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday May 5th at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

... 

Good evening : I was very surprised when I heard over J . B. C' s 

5 . 30p . m news last night that Mr . Peter Abrahams was a Def ence 

Counsel in the Treason Felony case of Mr . Blaudius Henry and others . 

I should like you to know that it certainly was not this Peter 

Abrahams who is now speaking to you . 

Now, this eveni ng I want to discuss some aspects of the case 

of Caryl Chessman who was executed in the Uni ted States on Monday 

of this week . This lu: case has, as you know, aroused strong feelings 

and storms of protest from all over the world . People who are 

against the death penalty have used the Chessman case as an ~rgument 

for the abolition of the death sentence; and those who are in favour 

of it have used the Chessman case to support their arguments . There 

have been demonstrations , public meetings and newspaper headlines 

all over the world . And although Chessman is now dead , the great 

debate has not ended. So , let us try and look as dispassionately 

as possible at the Chessman case. 

As I see it , there ar e two is sue in olved . First, there is the 

case of Caryl Chessman himself; and second, there is the question 

of doing away with the death sentence . I think very many people have 

confused these two issues hopelessly . 

Now let us look at the Cheesman case . Chessman was a juvenile 

delinquent way back in the 1930s . He was first arrested for stealing 

a car at the age of 16 . He served his sentence but was again arrestee 

for the same crime when he was 180 He showed, even then, a great 

gift for talking himself out of trouble and wrote such a brilliant 

essay excusing himself that the judge put him on probation . But a 

year later he was again arrested; and this time it was not just for 
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stealing a car, it was for five cases of robbery with violence. He 

spent four years in- prison for these crimes but was paroled in Decemb 

1947 . A month later, in January of 1948, a gunman driving a car 

with a red spotlight committed 17 crimes, holding up people and 

robbing them at the point of his gun. On two occasions after he 

had held up cars, he forced two women into his own car and raped 

them . One of the women J1 @e l:Elif:11~ was a 17-year-old girl whose 

name is Mary Lea Meza . Mary Lea Meza was so shocked by tis ordeal 

that it upset the balance of her mind and she had to be put into 

a mental asylum . She has been in the asylum for nearly 12 years no~ •nr 
\.A~ . ~-~ .A ~ t~ 

Caryl Chessman and it was for the two 
Ii 

This gunman ,.. tkis rapist..,,, was 
~ 

that he was sentenced to death . All those who have raised 

their vo ices on behalf of Caryl Chessman have not had one word to 

say about Mary Lea Meza whose young life had effectively been 

destroyed by Chessman and who now continues a kind of living death . 

The life and crimes of Chessman were sordid and savage . Neither his 

quick brain nor clever pen should fool us about that. 

Now for the second issue, that of getting rid of the death 

sentenceo Quite frankly, I have mixed feelings about it . I hate the 

whole idea of the taking of life . I hope our world will one day be 

civilised enough for there to be no wars , no murders and no execution: 

But what are we to do with the killers in our midst today? For myself 

I can honestly only judge a case on its merits . I find it hard to 

make any general rule . What I do know is that for me Chessman i s a 

bad symbol to use as an argument against the death sentence . 

Goodnight . 
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No 59 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday May 6t~ at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

am 
Good evening: I xxx very glad to see that the Kingston and 

St . Andrew Corporation Council ' s Public Cleansing Committee seems 

to be getting down to the business of trying to clean up the city . 

You will remember that I spoke about the dirt i ness of the city two 

Saturday ago, and emphasised especially the f act that it was the 

children who suffered most as a result of the dirt . Well, at its 

last monthly meeting the Public Cleansing Committee discussed how 

best to deal with the problem . 

I think some very good suggestions were put forward and I 

particularly welcome Councillor Vicky Grants idea that the city be 

divided into zones for cleansing purposes . The Town Cl erk suggested 

that notices be published in the press calling on householders to 

provide rubbish bins within six months . But some Councillors felt 

that this would impose a hardsh ip on the poorer people of the city 

who might not be able to afford the price of these rubbish bin, 

especially if the Committee were to tell the people what kind of 

bins had to be bought . I certainly agree with those Councillors. 

It would be both unfair and costly, and beyond the pockets of :tke 

a large number of the people of the city . Indeed, I do not see why 

the city should not supply its own rubbish bins out of the quarter 

of a million pounds of the tax payer 's money which is voted to keep 

the city clean . This is what happens in most other cities abroad . 

And the citizens of Kingston certainly pay enough in taxes, both 

direct and indirect, to be entitled to a free rubbish bin . And even 

if this cannot be done for everybody , it should be done for those 

who genuinely cannot afford the price of a bin. 
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But what is even more important than the rubbish bins at 

present is the wuestion of the removal of the rubbish. You know 

how casual some of the men on the city ' s garbage trucks are . 

Sometimes you have a case where a person does not want to keep the 

rubbish at their front gate till the trucks come . That person will 

wait until he or she sees the truck and then dash out to carry the 

rubbish to t h e gate. If tha ~truckmen feel like it they will shoot 

past without collecting the rubbish, saying that that person is 

too late. This has happ ened to me when I lived in the city and I 

know it is still happening . 

Now this is just not good enough and it is time the Public 

Cleansing Committee and Mr. Minott did something about it. I think 

they ought to tell these truckmen that they are not doing the 

citizens of Kingston any favour . It is their duty to clear all the 

rubbish away . In England no citizen has to put his rubbish out on 

the street before the ~•m garbage men will remove it . The garbage 

collectors in England go into the yard, go to the back of the 

house where the rubbish is kept, carry it from there to the trucks, 

and then bring the empty rubbish bins back to where they were before . 

That is good service, the kind of service citizens of a proud city 

expect and get . That is why the streets of English cities are so 

clean. I should like to see our streets as clean . I should like to 

see Mr. Minott instruct his men to follow the English example and 

get the rubbish from the back. That is what we pay them for . 

Goodnight . 
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No 61 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday May 9th at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I am sure all of you have heard Mr. Manley ' s 
last night . 

cheerf ul report over the radio/ on his return from Tr i nidad . The 

meetings _in Tri nidad, Mr. Manley said , had done some very useful work 

The question of representation had been settled : J amaica will get 

31 out of the 64 seats in the Federal House of. Representat i ves . 

And customs Union will be introduced slowly, spread over a period 

of ten years . 

I am sure many of you will remember that it was not so long 

ago that it looked as though the Federation would break up over the 

quest i on of representation. Certainly, those of us who went by the 

newspaper headlines of those days were led t o believe that the 

south Caribbean was ganging up against giv i ng J amaica its rightful 

number of seats . Now the problem has been solved . 

The same situation once applied with Customs Union; and again, 

a worRable solution has been f ound i n spite of all the gloomy 
t, ~ . \ ':.: 

. news h eadlines . The moral of this, I think , is that we must take 

our news headlines on Federal matters with a very str ong pi nch of sal 

All these so- called ' insoluble ' problems can be so lved , a s last weeks 

meetings so clearly showed . All that is needed is pa t i ence and t he 

will to make our Federation succeed . For myself, I am very proud 

of the behaviour and the •~~~mau ~M soli d good sens e shown by 

J amaica ' s delegation at last week' s meetings . Our people put or ward 

J amaica ' s case with f irmness and great skill. They r ef used t o be 

dragged into the heated ar-guments wh ch Dr . i c Will iams loves 

so dearly at times . The result xax is that t h e other delegates, 

especially those from the small islands, got a very ch clearer 

understanding of the problems that have to be worked out before 
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we can have a really workable Federation which would serve the 

interests of all the people of the West Indies; and this, I think, 

was a most important achievement by the Jamaica delegat on . It is 

important that all the problems of the Federation should be faced 

fairly and squarely. It is important that they should all be discusse( 

worked out and agreed on before the next step is taken. That is why 

I agree with Mr. Manley when he says that the question of independenc1 

does not really arise. We can have independence any time we want 

it . But what good would independence be to us unless we have set our 

own house in order and know where we are going? 

Of course, not all the problems have been solved. There is still 

the key question of whether we should have a Federal Government with 

over-riding powers to regulate the economic affairs of the Units or 

a much looser center leaving over-riding powers in the hands of the 

Unit governments. This, as you know, is the basic point of conflict 

between the views of Jamaica and Trinidad . To face this problem the 

meetings accepted the Jamaican suggestion that two draft constitution! 

be worked out: one reflecting the Trinidad point of view and the 

other the Jamaican point of view. These two constitutions are then 

to be submitted to the next series of meetings which will take place 

in October of this year. That is likely to be the decisive meeting. 

I think the success of last week ' s meetings are a hopeful pro.mise 

for the very important meetings of this coming October •••• • • Goodnight, 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday May 7th at 6 . lSp.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I have received letters from a number of 

listeners from time to time . Some of these have expressed approval 

for one or another of these commentaries . Some have asked for copies 

of the commentaries . And some have been letters of a more personal 

nature in which a listener has either put forward his or her ideas 

or asked me a number of questions . I have appreciated getting these 

letters very much indeed and I do want to thank those of you who 

have written . But I am sure you will understand and bear with me 

when I say it is not possible for me to answer all your letters 

personally. Indeed, if I were to try to answer all your letters 

you might find that there will be no news commentaries because I 

. will not have the time to prepare them . But I really do thank you 

very much for writing . 

Now this evening I want to talk a little about the speculations 

that have been go i ng the rounds in the past f ew days about Mr . Manley 

going to the Federation . The story, as you know, goes something like 

this : Mr . Manley will contest the by- e,ection for the S~ . Thomas 

seat in the House of Representatives . He wi l l not be opposed by 

the Jamaica Labour Party and so his victory will be certain . He will 

then go to the Federal Parliament . Sir Grantley Adams will resign as 

Prime Minister of the Federation and Mr . Manley will take over. 

This story was first published in the Trinidad Guardi an early 

this week . The representatives of our two radio stations in Trinidad 

picked up the story and sent it to Jamaica ~ and the buzz of 

speculation could be heard all over the place . Now what is behind 

this story? The Gleaner correspondent in Port - of- Spain has sent a 
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No 62 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday May 10th at 6/15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: The shooting down by the Russians of an American 
miles 

jet plane 1,300/inside Russian territory will, I am afrai d, hang 

like a very dark and gloomy shadow over the East-West Summit meetings 
k <11,{ l-~ t__j.,.{_~e~ 

which open, oa :r,t._ L1t~ in Paris . I think we might as well face 
1 -

the fact that this incident will cancel all our hopes that Russia 

and the Western Powers - the United States, France and Britain -

will make any real headway in easing international tension . I don ' t 

think we can expect any agreement on world disarmament and the contro: 

of of atomic and hydrogen weapons . I don 't think we can expect 

any agreement on reuniting Germany which has been cut in two since 

the end of the Second World War. And~ certainly do not think that 

there will now be any easing of the Cold War of propaganda between 

Russia and the Western Powers . I think the Western Powers are going 

to find themselves extremely embarrassed in their talks with Mr . 

Krushchev; and I think they are going to find him more cocky, 

more arrogant and more agreesive than he usually is. In terms of 

the power politics of the Cold War the Americans have given him a 

wonderful big stick with which to beat the United States i n particulr 

and the West in general . In short, Russia has caught the West with 

its pants down and it is going to make sure that the rest of the 

world sees just what a propaganda licking it gives the West. 

This licking has already started . Mr . Krushchev has produced 

a confession by the pilot of the plane , Francis Powers , that he was 

on a spying mission . On Powers was found suicide kit, a dagger , a 

pistol with a silencer attached to it and a mixed assortment of 

money including 7,500 Russian rubles . When he produced all this befor 

the Russian parliament Krushchev gloated: "This time the thief was 

caught red-handed! " 
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Now, to get this whole story into its proper perspective we 

have to know the f acts of life in great power politics . Of course 

Powers was spying . Even the United States Gpvernment has now admitted 

that. Every one of the great Powers goes in for spying. Britain has 

her spies, France has her spies, the Uniter States has her spies 

and Russia has her spies . Indeed, the Russian spy system is 

probably the largest in the world today o The Russians have their 

spies, both paid and unpaid , in nearly every country of the world . 

I am reasonably certain that there are probably more Russian spies 

in the United States than there are American spies in Russia. I am 

sure many of you will remember the great Russian spy ring which was 

discovered in Canada shortly after the last war; and I am sure many 

of you will remember the atomic spy Fuchs who handed Britain's 

atomic secrets over to the Russian. And a few years ago there was 

a Russian s py case uncove ed in Australia . And ID.lrope itself bristles 

with Russian spies who not only steal information but go in _for 

kidnapping and murder as well . 

But of course Mr . Krushchev will conveniently forget all this 

when he beats the great Russian drum declaring to all the world 

what bad characters the American ' war-mongers ' are and how this 

proves that they are planning to attack the 'peace-loving' Soviet 

Union. This is just so much propaganda . In terms of spying it is a 

case of the pot calling the kettle black . They all go in for it. It 

is just that the mericans were caught at it this time because they 

tried something foolish . 

Goodnight . 
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No 63 -

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday May 11 at 6.15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Last week the people of the West African State 

of Ghana went to the polls to cast their votes on the next important 

step in shaping their country ' s future . They had to vote on two 

issues. First , they had to say whether they wanted their country to 

remain a Dominion a~xm~ within the Commonwealth as it now is or 

whether they wanted it to become a republic . Secondly, if they voted 

for becoming a republic, then they had to choose their first 

President . The two candidates for the Presidency were Dr. Kwame 

Nkrumah, the Pr ime Minister and Dr . Jospph Danquah, the Leader of 

the Opposition. 

About half of Ghana ' s 5½ million people cast their votes . They 

decided that they wanted Ghana turned into a republic, and they 

chose Kwame Nkrumah as the first President of the new republic. 

Now what is behind this? Why did Ghana decide to be a republic? 

And what are its plans for the future ? Does it plan to leave the 

Commonwealth? 

To answer these questions we must try to understand what goes 

on in the mind of Kwame Nkrumah . Nkrumah has made modern Ghana and 

for a long time to come Ghana will be what Nkrumah wants ~t to be. 

Now, Nkrumah is a very ambitious politician . He is a man with 

very great dreams and he has the drive and the energy to make those 

dreams come true. His greatest dream of all is to create- a United 

States of Africa; and, of course, he sees Kwame Nkrumah as the head 

of auch a great union of Af rican states . The late George Padmore, 

Jomo Kenyatta and I were with him when he first put forward this 

great dream at one of the early Pan-African Congresses in Manchester, 

England, in 1945 . It seeme'~ a 11 ttle crazy to all of us then, but 
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Nkrumah has stuck to his dream and last week's decision to turn Ghana 

into a republic is another step towards it . 

Nkrumah outlined his great dream to us in the follwing stages : 

First, !ID[axa the Gold Coast had to win its self-government and then 

turn itself into the African State of Ghana . Next it had to help the 

other West African States to win their self-government . And then it 

had to lead in the forming of a United States of West Af rica. And 

f i nally , the United States of West Africa would lead in the setting 

up of the United States of Africa with a single government running 

the whole Af r ic an continent/ with its two hundred million people . 

Such a government , controlling such a vast area of land with such 

a huge population, would be one of the most powerful in the world . 

It is in persuit of this dream that Ghana E~zamexax decided to 

become a republic last week . As the President of an independent 

republic Nkrumah will have so much more stature and authority . And 

since he hopes that non- British terrGtGries like Guinea, Togoland 

(which gained its independence last month) , Liberia, t he Mali 

Federation, would join in his United States of West Af rica , he is 

making sure that he is in a -constitutional position to leave the 

Commonwealth whenever it suits him . Already there is a loose form 

of Union between Ghana and Guinea, and President Tubman of Liberia 

has expressed his interest in the idea . But Nigeria , the largest 

state in West Africa and with a population of over 30 millions, is 

very cold to Nkrumah ' s ideas , and Nigeria is going to be the most 

important state in tomorrow ' s Africa . I am sure that Nigeria, not 

Ghana , will lead tomorrow ' s Africa; and this fact will stop Nkrumah's 

great dreams . 

Goodnight . 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday May 12 at 6 . 15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: As well as having fireworks at the Commonwealth 

Prime Ministers ' Conference and the threat of fireworks at our 

on Federal conference last week , we alt o had some verbal sparks 

flying right here at home . The two local giants who clashed, you 

may remember , were Sir Robert Kirkwood and the Honourable Rudolph 

Burke . The battle of words started, you will remember, when Sir 

Robert said in the Legislative Council, during the debate on the 

setting up of the new Banana Board , that he now declared our 

agricultural associations a complete and absolute failure as far 

as activity is concerned . Thi s judgement of his , Si r Robert said, 

was based on fifteen years of experience with our agricultural 

bodies . 

Mr . Rudolph Burke was quick to react to this statement. ~ 

~r Ro'be:t•t As.. He described it as 'a slander on the small farmers' 

and as disgraceful, ' really disgraceful '. This first reaction of 

Mr . Burk~~was expressed in Legco . But the matter did not rest there • . 
~R At last Wednesda? meeting of the Board of Management of the 

J.A . S . Sir Robert again came in for strong criticism; and again the 

attack was led by Mr . Burke , this time in his capacity as President 

of the J . A.S . The essence of Mr . Burke's attack was that Sir Robert 

had slandered the small farmers who had helped to build him up . 

At the end of the debate the Board unanimously went on record 

stating that Sir Robert had insulted the J .A. S . and that the Board 

took exception to the place where he had done it and the manner in 

which he had done it . 

fiRX~H J X~ HX~i .MXiaHXXNKXXKERME X ~XmE 

I personally thought all this was good . I think healthy and 
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vigorous debate is a sure sign of life in any organisation, and 

certainly do not think it will do our agricultural organisations any 

harm . The only part of the discussion I did not like was Mr . Claude 

Hamilton ' s comparing Sir Robert ' to a certain animal which always 

abandoned ships when the ships were about to sink'. This, I thought, 

was unnecessarily offensive in a very person}lsort of way , It should 

be possible for men in public life to disagree as violently as ~ 
~dk 

~eae~--b-i-e without being personally offensive . Certainly, in all he 

said , Sir Robert did not stoop to name- calling. But apart from Mr. 

Hamilton ' s contribution, I thought this public argument most interestj 

and instructive . It certainly raised a number of questions in my own 

mind. 

I think Sir Robert Kirkwood and the Honourable Rudolph Burke 

are such old hands at the game of give and take that I am prepared 

to sit back and watch them ight it out. What I do find a little 

curious was that the J . A.S. Board of Management should thin that 

Legco was not the place to raise the subject. Why is it not the place'. 

Is the J.A.S. such a sacred cow that people cannot discuss it whereve1 

they want to? Where better can it be discussed than in our parliament' 

After all , it does get some of the taxpayers money. 

But the next round of this scrap is still to come . Sir Robert 

has now put down a number of questions for Mr . Burke to answer in 

Legco. And the Honourable Edward Seaga has join the battle by putting 

down his own list of questions . I think the answers to these question~ 

would be good for our agriculture, and I look forward to the next 

round in this verbal free for all that is now brewing . 

Goodnight. 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



No 65 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday May 13 at 6 .15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Did you know that you are paying less f or your 

electricity today than you did iKKXXJEH~2 in 1958? It is a f act; 

the price that you pay for your electricity has actually been going 

down., ,tQ&F l35f yeftr. In 1955 you paid 3 . 66d for every Kilowatt hour 

of electricmty you used . You paid the same in 1956 . In 1957 the 

price went~ to 3 .75d per Kilowatt hour . In 1958 it dropped to 

3 . 69d per Kilowatt Hour , and last year to 3.56d. And as I understand 

it , a further drop in price is possible later on . Part of the reason 

for this is that the more electricity you use the more cheaply can 

it be produced and sold to you. In fact , electricity is, as far as 

I can see, one of the very few xxBmx household items that has not 

gone up in price . All this , by the way , I haye just discovered by 

looking at the 1959 annual report of the Jamaica Public Service 

Company . Of course I have not noticed any saving of money in m ~ 

family. But then we are using a lot more electricity than we did a 

year ago . Last year Jamaicans used 207,905, 600 Kilowatt Hours. This 

was 34 , 453,000 Milowatt Hours more than in 1958. And in 1959 4 , 673 

new households started using electricity for the first time, bringing 

the total number of households to 51,573 . Well now , when th~ new 

scheme comes into force by which every village in Jamaica with a 

population of 500 people or more will get electricity , the consumption 

of electricity is going to shoot up at an amazing rate. And this 

annual report makes it clear that the compan is gearing itself for 

this tremendous effort to carry light to every corner of this land. 

think we have that rare thing in the J amaica Public Service 

Company: a private , profit -seeking company which genuinely serves 
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the public good of the community. 

Now let us look at some of the ugly th i ngs that have made the 

news headlines over the past several days . On Friday night of las t 

week two men who went to visit a patient at the Jubilee Maternity 

Hospital were set upon and beaten by porters whom they had asked to 

take a parcel to a patient a.& ~~ w@e after visiting hours . There was 

a nurse present but she, too, ~ refused to help out by tak i ng the 

parcel to the patient . On Monday night of this week a po l iceman 

~HM was seriously injured by an attacker on Washington Boulevard while 

s i tting in a car with a woman friend . On Tuesday night a young man 
while trying to help 

was shot to death xftBxxm2m~xbI2iMX][~XE~ his father who was held up 

by a gangster at gun point . The young man's brother was also shot 

though there is a chance that he might live . 

·-All this violence is disturb i ng . It suggests that there is an 

ugly spirit abroad about which something should be done . Why do 

porters want to attack people trying to get something to a hospital 

patient ? Who was in authority over them? Who exercised control? 
a 

And there have already been x number of assaults on Washington Boule-
4 

vard so that we are entitled to expect the police to M l/Fi aon:e 

something ~ ft0 1 .. t. to drive these lurking crooks out of that area . 

And as for the gunman who killed so casually, you can be sure that 

there is some citizen , somehwere in the Corporate Area tonight whose 

gun has been stolen . There are too many guns about . Some of us are 

too gun-happy and it is from us that the gangsters steal their arms 

and then kill the innocent and the unarmed . I think it is high t~me 

• ' police cleaned up the city . It is also time we made it harder for 

anybody to get a gun licence . It is too easy now . And so killing 

becomes easy . 
Goodnight 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday May 14 at 6.15 p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I received a letter ea.rlier this week .from · 
one of the representatives of a foreign government who j -3 based 
in Trinidad. He asked for my views on how serious the r a s t afaria.n . 
trouble) in Jamaica are. · He said that press reports in Trinidad · 
suggested that ,,..,the supplf'° of arms which were unearthed was linked 

> /- ' 

with Cuba's Cas·tto. He said reports gave him the impression that 
this movement could become quite serious and that he had ev:en 
heard suggestions that it could develop into a kind of Mau .Mau 

,' 

situation. He wanted to know whether ·_,t~is : in fact was the s i tua-
tion. 

Now the point about this lette~· .i .S..~i ·t comes from someboclY 

who is a very highly responsible person. He is not the kind of 
person given to false alarm. And yet it is evident . from his letter 
that he has received an alarming picture of the situation here in 
Jamaica. You and I know that the picture is not ·a..s alarming as 
has been made out. We know that the crude arms and other weapons 
such as cutlasses and conch shells filled with cement were not 
important. .ft.nd yet my correspondent asked about "the supply of 
arms". w:qen people talk about a supply of arms they generally 
have a picture in thar minds of a number of sub-machine guns, 
pistols, guns, cartridges hand grenades and the like. We know 
that there was nothing of the kind involved. But there are very 
many i ntelligent people in the outside world who have been misled 
into even precisely that sort of picture in their minds. 

And then you have the reference of a kind of Mau Mau situa­
tion. This is a lot of nonsense. The Kenya Mau Mau situation 
arose because the majority of the citizens of that country objected 
bitterly to the fact that all power and all privilege was in the 
hands of a small minority. It was a situation of straightforward 
r acial and colour conflict. There is no such situation in 
Jamaica. No section of the Jamaican community has to fight for 
the right to vote. No se ction of the Jamaican community has 
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discriminated against the grounds of race and colour. And 
suddenly the rastafarian movement touches only a small minority 
of the country's people. 

How then did the outside world get this false and highly 
coloured picture of "the supply of arms" and "a kind of Mau Mau 
situation?" I think to a great extent the blame -lies with our 
own newspaper representatives. They have sent unnecessarily 
alarming reports to the outside world. I have seen one or two 
really horrifyingly alarming reports sent to English newspapers 
by .the.ir Jamaican correspondent. Now, I am not saying that 
our new,paper men should go in for a kind of wgreater Jamaican 
chauvinism" and suppress the truth. I believe the truth should 
be told frankly and fearlessly. Iri the long run, I am sure the 
truth, however painful can only serve the good of the country. ,r 

~ · -· · r_ ~r'' But to so distort the truth as to turn it into~ 'ithe alarm~ ,- 1 ' 
j:a;,e is, I am afraid, a sign of extreme irresponsibility among 
some of our newspaper men. If we as newspaper people want the 
community to treat us with respect and to look on us as respon­
sible then we must behave with respon~ibility in our handling 
of .the news. 
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No 67 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday May 16 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : There was a time when the 6ity of London was 

t he f inancial capital of the entire wo r ld . In t hose days - f orty to 
,-1 

f i f ty years ago the influence of London , and especi ally that part 
A 

of London know as ' the City ' , was the most powerfu l influence in 
• 

the money markets of all countru es of the world . If the City approvec 

an enterprise in Russia or China or America people were willing to 

invest their money in that enterprise . They knew their money would 

be saf e . They knew this because the businessmen of the City were the 

most well informed and had the most accurate information from all 

corners of the earth . The men of the City knew when it was safe or 

not safe to invest money in a country . Obviously , where a country 

was having political troubles they would not risk their money . And 

they certainly would not invest or advise the people who depend on thE 

to invest in a country whose economy was unsound or about whose 

future they had doubts. The men of the City were only interested in 

investing their money and the money of their clients in countries 

and in enterprises of which they felt sure . 

Today London is no longer the f inancial capital of the world . 

That posit i on is now shared between the United States and Russia: 
financial 

the United States is the/capital of the Western World and Russia is 

the f inancial capital of the 6ommunist world. But although the actual 

financial power of the City of London has been greatly reduced by the 

events of the past fifty years, and although Britain and the City of 

London no longer control the balance of power in the world , the 

influence of Britain and of the City of London is in some ways 

greater today than it was in the days when she controlled t he 
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balance of power in the world . n terms of power politics Britain 

enjoys a prestige and influence way beyond her aeal physical strength , 
• 

Both Russia and the United States could wipe out Britain comparativelj 

easily i f it came to war: both are giants compared to Bri tain . And 

yet both a cknowledge Britain as an equal . The Uni ted States depends 

enormously on her partnership with Britain , and the Russians with 

all their power have a greater respect for Britain than even they are 

prepared t o admit . The reason for this is that Britainft knows more 

about the intricacies of power politics than the two great giants. 

she has been in the game longer and has developed skills which they 

still lack; and they know it. And the same thing applies i n the money 

markets of the world . What Britain says can generally be relied upon 

because Britain knows from experience • . 
Now , I have told you all this because I would like you to under­

stand the importance ·of what happened on the money market of the 

City of London last hursday morning . At 10 o~clock ~n t hatmorning 

the Government of Jamaica floated a loan to raise £3,380,000 for 

development purposes here at home . Five _minutes later the loan was 

over-subscribed and some people with money had even to be turne 

away . Make no mistake about i t , this is big stuff . It means that 

the most respected and the most hard headed businessmen in the world 

are saying 'Jamaica is solid. Putting money into Jamaica is a safe 
remarkable 

bet ' . It is ani:m/f axtaxt ±£ vote of confidence in Jamaica, and one 

which all the world will take note of. 

Goodnight . 
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No 68 

NEiiS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday May l i at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Last night I told you about the great vote of 

conf idence the hard-headed businessmen of the City of London passed 

on us here in Jamaica when they lent us nearly 4,000,000 pounds in 

five minutes . Well, tonight I should like to pass my own vot e of 

confidence in the women of Jamaica and I hope they will accept it 

even though I am not a hard-headed busniessman of the City of London. 

In their own way, I think the women of Jamaica did something quite 

as important on Wednesday of last week as did the businessmen of 

the City of London on Thursday morning . 

Now what did the women do? The Jamaica Federat ion of Women 

passed a resolution to ask our government to admit a small token 

number of refugees into this country . But what , you might ask, makes 

this so important that you should want to pass a vote of confidence 

in the women ? To answer that I must tell you just a little about the 

saddest story of our time . 

In Dm~ most parts of our world to~ay men and women and children 

are not recognised as being alive unless they have a piece of paper 

with an official s t ampt on it to say that they are alive. When Hitler 

rose to power in Germany he drove hundreds upon thousands of Jews 

out of that country . They had no bits of paper and became stateless 

and homeless . The same thing happened in Poland , in Hungary and n 

other fillropean countries . The Russians who opposed communism had to 

leave their country and become homeless and stateless . During the 

fighting the Middle Ea.st between Israel and the Arabs nearlt two 

million Arabs became stateless and homeless . And there are over a 

million £ x::tllil:R homeless and stateless people who fled from the 

communists in China. In all there are between eight and twelve 
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million homeless people in the world today . Among these people you 

will find scholars , engineers , ski lled worker s , peasants, artists, 

writers - all types of people . These people live in rel i ef camps, 

generally behind barbed wire . The United Nat i ons and the Red Cr oss 

and other relief organisations give them food and shelt er. But the 

hard part is that these people cannot make a l i fe f or themselves . 

They cannot go out f reely and find work f or themsel ves because they 

do no t have the paper to say t hat they are alive and can live i n a 

country and try to bu ild up their lives again . A man or woman may 

have the ski l ls to build a really decent life and make a contribution 

to the community wher e he or she lives . But they havn ' t got that bit 

of paper and so there is nothing they can do but rot away i n a camp . 

There wer e many more of them once than there are now . But many 

countries , especially the United States , Canada ,mtoc Britain and 

Austr alia have given homes to millions of them . But there are stil l 

many left . 

Last year the United Nations called on all the countries of the 

world to make a special effort to solve this great problem. They 

called the effor t ' World Refugee Year '. They asked every country to 

open its doors to as f ew or as many refuggees as it can . Little St. 

Lucia has joined this great effort of humanity. In December of last 

year Mr . Philip Sherlock asked our government to admit a token number 

of refugee families - just two or three - to show that we care about 

the suffering of others . And now our women have added their strong 

voices which I hope government will heed . That is why I am proud of 

our women . They have proved that we do care about our f ellow men . 

Goodnight . 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday May 18 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good eveni ng : A long, long time ago , long before Christ walked 

the earth nearly 2,600/ years ago , a Roman scholar called Pliny the 

Elder made a statement about Africa . He said : Always something new 

out of Africa . If anything , that statement is more true today than 

it was then . Africa is in a state of constant change today. New 

nations are being born with breath-taking speed and new problems and 

questions are coming up so fast that it is difficult to keep track wit 

them . One very important new problem came up in Kenya over the 

weekend . It is so important that nobody knows quite how it is going 

to work out in the end. What is certain is that unless it is handled 

with great care it is going to throw Kenya into a crisis even greater 

than the crisis of the Mau Mau was . And at the centre of this problem 

stands Jomo Kenyatta. 

As some of you will remember , it was early in March of this year 

that the British Colonial Secretary Mr. Macleod met the representative 

of the 66,000 wh te settlers and the more than 5 2 million black 

Africans to work out a new constitution for Kenya . Under the new 

constitution every person who could read or write or was over 40 or 

earned about £75 a year would have the right to vote , whatever his 

race colour or creed. I t was also agreed t hat there should be a 

parliament of 65 members and a cabinet in which Africans were 

promised a number of Ministries . The white settlers felt that the 

6olonial Office had given the Africans too much . They felt it was 

just a matter of time before they would be ruled by Africans if this 

constitution was accepted. Many of the whites started planning to sell 

their huge farms and leave the country . The Africans , on the other 
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hand, felt that t hey had not been given enough . They wanted parliament 

to be elected by a simple majority as was the case in Ghana and the 

other free African states . But the Colonial Office insisted that this 

was the best way to start self- government in Kenya , so the delegates 

accepted the new arrangement . There would also be an end to the 

colour bar and the business of the best lands in Kenya being reserved 

f or whites only . At this stage things looked very promising for the 

future of Kenya . In time the Africans would , as the majority , take 

over the running of their country . 

But last weekend the 10 or so African political parties decided 

to combine into one party to be known as the Kenya African National 

Union . And this great new party decided that the wanted Jomo Kenyatta 

as its leader . They said they were not prepared to work the new 

constitution unless Kenyatta was released to lead them . Now, the 

British Government and the Kenya white Settlers have b l amed Ken atta 

for the Mau Mau troubles . To them he is a wicked and dangerous man 

with whom they do not want to have anything to do; and they do not 

want him to take part in the politics of the country . To the Africans, 

he is a loved and honoured hero, the greatest African leader their 

country has producedo They do not accept the white judgement passed 

on Kenyatta . They want him to lead them to full self-government. 

Now , either the British Government and the settlers will accept the 

clearly expressed wish of the African people or else we will see a 

new period. of troubles in Kenya . Kenyatta is still the number one man 

i n Kenya today . It may br hard for some to swallow , but t his is a 

fact . 

Goodnight . 
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NEdS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday May 19 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I am very glad to be able to tell you that it is 

now possible for all listeners who want copies of these commentaries 

to get them. All you have to do is send me your name and address 

and the sponsors of this programme will arrange for copies to be sent 

to you daily . 

And now for the news . You will remember that it was on Tuesday 

of ast week that I told you we might as well give up ·all hope of 

anything coming out of the Summit meetings . Well , it has happened 

just as I expected . Mr . Krushchev has used the incident of the spy 

plane to insult the President of the United States and his country; 

he has wrecked the conference, and set about giving the West the 

propaganda licking which I warned you he would . We shall hear more 

about this in the weeks to come , especially when the pilot of the 

spy plane is put on trial by the Russians . 

The biggest item of foreign news here at home was Mr . Manley's 

announcement published in the Gleaner on Wednesday that the air talks 

between the United States and Britain had broken down . You will 

remember that Mr . Manley was quite bitter about this when he said 

that the interests of Jamaica and the Caribbean area had been 

sacrificed to the struggles between British and American air 

interests. Let us look a little more closely at these air struggles . 

Now, in spite of the fact that Britain and the United States 

are allies there is a considerable amount of competition going on 

between them to win the markets of the world, and nowhere is this 

competition more fierce than t n the world of civil air transport. 
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Britain has for a very long time been the main carrier of 

passengers and cargo by air . Her air manes er es-crossed the entire 

world and she made a lot of money out of this . But after the last 

war the Americans came into the picture and offered stiff competition . 

To make sure that this competition did not get out of hand a conferenc 

between Britain and the United States was held in 1946 and a agreement 

known as the Bermuda Air Agreement was signed . By this deal the 

British allowed American planes to land in certain o their territorie 
the right of 

in exchange for/British planes to land in certain American areas . As 

an example: i n order to get American permission for BOAC to make the 

Kingston- to - New York run , the British may have agreed to permit the 

Americans to make a New York-to-Nigeria run. This i s not the acnual 

exchange arrangement; it is only an example of the sort of deal which 

was made . Certainly, in terms of the Bermuda A~reemmnt the British 
the 

have/legal right to deny the Americans access to certain Jamaican and 

West Indian air runs . But , as Mr . Manley said, this put s u s in the 

position of being helpless pawns in the Anglo- American struggle for 

commercial air supremacy . And what makes it worse is that the two 

competitors are not really equal . Although the talks which broke down 

were conducted by the two governments , the American officials had to 

keep on looking over their shoulders to make sure that they were sayin 

what Pan- American and Trans - World Airlines - which are two private 

companies - wanted them to say . That is why, I suspect, they turned 

down the British idea for a new agreement for the Caribbean. In any 

case , it is wrong and humiliat ng that the interests of the people of 

this country should, m2 today, still be at the mercy of the power 

struggles of others . This is economic i mperialism at it worse . 

Goodnight 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday May 20 at 6 . 16p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : One of the really serious problems t hat we have 

to come to grips with here i n Jamaica is that of housing . I am 

thinking of housing for the poor people . I am think of the people 

who earn between £2 a week and £8 a week . I think the housing 

problems of the people who earn more than £8 a week are getting 

less serious than they were a few years ago . People earning more thar 

£8 a week can get in on the new housing schemes . It is almost 

impossible for people who earn less to get in on them. And I think 

we should face the fact squarely that the vast majority of our 

people are i n the income bracket of between £2 and £8 a week: this 

is true of the cities and this is true of the country areas as well. 

It is something which many of our people tend to forget: we see all 

the prosperity around us and forget that the vast majority of our 

people have to make-do on what some of us would spend &nan evening' i 

entertainment . I don ' t think this is a healthy situation . I think 

places like Back- 0- Wall and the D.lngle are criticisms of our whole 

society . And I certainly do not think it is good enough to say, as 

some of our middle- class do , that these people are therB becaus e 

they are idle and won ' t shift themselves and so forth . Of course 

some of them are idle ; some won ' t work; some f eel that the world 

owes them a living. You find people like that i n every country and 

in every society . But I think we are fooling our selves if we think 

that they are the majority; they are not: they are a small minority . 

The majority want, just like you and I, to better themselves , to make 

a decent living and have a decent home and give their kids the 

chances they did not have . All these people need is a break , somethin1 
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to give them a start, and something they can strive towards and hold 

on to • .And I think really low- cost government housing can be just 

this K ' something 1 • 

I have seen for myself just how decent low-cost housing can 

change the outlook of people . I have seen people living in London 

slums which rival some of the slums of our own Kingston; and like the 

people in our slums they were bitter and frautrated and sullen and 

anti - social . Then these people had been moved out of the slums into 

low-cost housing estates; and two years later you would not have 

recognised them for the same people . They were confident, proud and 

useful members of their comI!n.lnity. I am sure we can do the same 

thing here . 

But, you will say, let us be practical . It is foolish to compare 

Britain and Jamaica . There are things Britain can do 1:Jlat we cannot 

do . Where is the money to come from? And who will put up these houses? 

I don ' t myself think that any private builder or contractor 

would be willing to undertake a housing scheme where the costs are 

so low that they cannot make a decent pr~f it out of i t • .And in any 

case I am thinking of a scheme where the houses would not be sold but 

let at a very low rent which peo le earning between £2 and £8 a week 

can afford . And so I think the only people who can undertake such a 

scheme would have to be government and our local authorities . And as 

for the money , I think if the houses can be built cheaply enough 

that problem will be solved . And I think it has been largely solved 

by the Harbour V ew method of building of which I will tell you 

tomorrow . So, till then, good.night . 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



No 72 

NE'wS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday May 21 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : What is the Harbour View method of bui lding a 

houses? I went and had a l ook for myself the other day and I found 

the basic idea behind Harbour View so s i mple that i t took my breath 

away . Instead of houses being built i n t he old manner which we 

know , they are being manuf actured: i nstead of being at a housing site 

I was at a housing f actory . The wal ls and roofs of the Harbour View 

houses are cast i n moulds flat on the ground . There are 25 acres of 

casting beds and 12 walls and roo f s can be cast at the same time. 

As soon as these are dry they are l ifted up by giant cranes using 
needed 

air suct ion . They are then stored until they are/ ~~iJ f or use. This 

means that a wall or roo f which by the old method would take days or 

even weeks to put up is manuf actured in hours . These are of course 

all rei nforced steel and concrete . 

When it comes to putting up the house t he gi ant cranes l i f ~ 

the slabs onto huge trolleys and take them to the xm already-prepared 

house sites . There the crane wit h the a i r suct i on cont raption ~oes 

into action again , and while you watch wall s are placed i nto position , 

the roof is gently lower ed over the walls; roof walls and floor are 

welded together , and in a matter of hours¢ your house ii up . All 

that now needs to be done is the final rendering , the putting in of 

doors and windows, the tiling of the f loor , and t he putt i ng i n of 

fixtures and f ittings . 

Indeed, so quick is the putting up of the houses onc e the walls 

and roo f s have been cast , that the people at Harbour Vi ew are going 

to be able to complete 30 houses a week . Th i s t o me , i s no less 

than a revolution in building methods in this country. By the t i me 
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they have finished - and I understand they will complete the scheme 

by October of next year - there will be a total of 1,858 houses at 

Harbour View . There are two types of houses: a three bedroomed one 

which will cost £2,285 . On this the buyer must make a down payment 

of £235 and monthly payments of £16 . 5 . 2 . which will include interest 

and sinking fund. The other type is a two bedroomed house . The price 

of thi s is £1,975 . On this the buyer must put down £200 and make 

a monthly payment of £14. 10. 3. The 3 bedroomed house at Harbour 

View is, as you know, more than £600 less in cost than the one at 

Mona; and of course at Mona there are no two bedroom houses. So it 

is clear that Harbour View does cater for people whose i ncomes were 

too low for them to join the ona scheme . 

Well now , it is this new revolutionary method of building 

introduced to Jamaica by the Matalons that makes me feel that 

government and our local authorities should now be able to introduce 

really cheap government housing for people earning between two and 

eight pounds a week. I am sure that by using the !"'.ta.talon method and 

trimming drastically on the fixtures and fittings, and perhaps 

producing one and two bedroom houses to begin with, something can 

be done for the most distressed sections of our community . I do not 

2x~2zx think we can expect private contractors to do this. The Matalon: 

like all other contractors are in this for profit after all. tis 

to our good that in the process of making their money they are also 

perf orming a great public service . But really low cost housing must be 

non-profit making, and this only government can undertake . 

Good.nigh . 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



No 73 

NE'WS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday May 23 at 6.15p.m 

Good evening : There was one very important po i nt I left out o 

my commen s wen I de 1 w th t he Harbour Vi ew hous ing scheme on 

Saturday evening; I did not tell you about the men who do the solid 

hard work which will result in there ·being 1,858 new homes in the 

i sland in a year ' s time. In part this was due to the f act that 

have only so much time and I can say only so much in that time. But 

it is also due to the fac t that we do take our workers too much for 

granted most of the time . We notice them and cuss them out when 

things go wrong . We complain about them and criticise them when 

t hey go on strike or there is a go - slow ~ But when thi ngs go well, 

when they work well and production is up to standard , we take them 

fo r granted . I think this is a mistake. I think this is a mistake 

because every man or woman or child likes to have his or her efforts 

appreciated . But , you who are an employer will say , we pay them for 

what they do, we do not have to thank them on top of that . That is 

true; you do not have to . And it is precisely because you do not 

have to t kxwkxm~m show your appreciation that your workers will feel 

good and co- operative if you did it. I think much of the petty 

troubles in labour relations can be removed i f all employers regarded 

their workers as human beings with feelings instead of just as 

creatures who aFe there to do a job of work; and it ~osts nothing. 

But let me tell you the thing that impressed me most about the 

workers at Harbour View. I saw only four Puerto Ricans on the job -

these were the experts , the men with the know-how about the handling 

of the new machines , the engineers, art hit ects and draughtsmen - the 

rest , about 450 of them were Jamaicans . And it was i mpressive to 
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see how easily they had taken to these new-fangled methods of 

construction. They handled machines which we had never used in 

Jamaica before; and they did it as though they had worked with such 

machines all their lives. They worked with the sureness and self­

confidence of men who knew they had mastered their machines; in 

fact, they had become crqft smen , men who knew how to ply their trade. 

And this, of course, is of great importance to Jamaica . The greatest 

wealth of the country - as indeed of any country - is its people 

and the skills which its people have . And because these 450 men 

will , by the end of the job, have mastered this new and revolutionary 

method of building houses, the country will be all the richer for 

their knowledge and experience; because that knowledge and experience 

which they have gained can then be used to solve the island ' s 

general housing problem . And, in addition to the 450 men directly 

on the job, there are sub-contractors who employ their own labour 

f orce of between 200 and 300 men . These men, too, are making contact, 

probably for the first time, with new ideas and new techniques of 

building . So, you can see that one very important side product of 

the Harbour View scheme is a general upswing in developing Jamaican 

skills . And this I personally welcome most heartily . It gives the 

lie to those people who feel that we must forever be importing experts 

to do things for us . We don ' t need them ~o do things for us . What we 

need them for is to show us how to do the job for ourselves . There 

is no question in my mind about our ability to learn, and learn 

quickly ••••• Tomorrow I want to talk about the price control of beef . 

Till then , goodnight . 
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NEWS COMMENT ARY 
or transmission on 

Tuesday May 24 at ·6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : It looks as though we are in for some trouble in 

our beef cattle industry . Towards the end of last week we read the 

news that Caymanas Estate had sold out half its herd of 800 cattle . 

The reason for this was said to be the government ' s decision not to 

lift the price control on beef. The Estate was said to have operated 

i ts cattle industry at a loss for a number of years because it hoped 

controls would be lif ted from the price of beef . Now, having given 

up ho~e of this happening, t hey have decide to go out of the cattle 

business. And over the weekend there was news that Trelawny Estates 

and the West Indies Sugar Company are likely to f ollow the example 

of Caymanas and go out of the cattle business . One report has it that 

Lynford Farms, which belongs to the Reynolds bauxite company has bough 

the 400 head of Caymanas cattle . Lydford, as you know , are both 

cattle farmers and butchers . And there has been pres sure from other 

qyarters for government to do away with price control on beef. 

Now let us low at the argument for doing away with price control . 

First , the cattle breeders say that price control means they have to 

sell their beef at a price that does not make it worth their while 

to carry on in the business . One report states that Caymanas has 

lost between £8,000 and£10 , 000 a year on its cattle. This, if it is 

true , is a very heavy loss to take year by year . And if it is true 

then it means that the other cattle breeders must be suffering 

similar losses. And you can be sure of one thing : people are not 

going to go on putting money into an unprofitable bus i ness . So , on 

the face of it, it looks as if the cattle breeders have a strong case 
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But let us look at the other side of the penny . What would happe 

if price controls were removed? There is one thing we can be sure of, 

and that is that the price of beef would shoot up; and with the price 

of beef the cost of living would to take a steep climb . As it is now, 

there are vast numbers of people in Jamaica today who can only 

afford an occasional piece of beef . I know f amilies up in the hills 

of St . Andrew where a family of five or six can only afford one or 

two pounds of beef a week under the present control price. And let 

us face it, although the controlled price is 2/- a pound people are 

having to pay 2/3 . And in the Corporate Area the controlled price 

of a piece of Sirloin may be 2/3 but the housewife who refuses to 

pay 3/6 is unlikely to get it . The Kingston housewife has to pay 

2/9 for stew when the controlled price for back steak, short rib, 

f lank briskett, cross rib, shuck and the like is 1/- . And you all 

know that although the controlled price of Fillet is 6/- in the city 

and 2/- in the country, you would be considered mad by youn butcher 

if you hoped to get it for that price . 

So where do we go from here? If price control is removed large 

numbers of us will be condemned to having to go without bee because 

prices will go up beyond our pockets . If it is not removed then, we 

hear, we are in danger of having no beef cattle ndustry. For myself, 

I wonder if the beef industry is really in such a mess . In any case, 

I think government should take a very close and care ul look at it 

and let us know al the facts . To just lift controls would be to 

punish the poorer sections of our society ~ 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday May 25 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : So we have seen the end of :Empi re Day and witnessed 
a 

the first Labour Day cel ebrations in Jamaica . Thi s i s/xke sign of 

the times; it is yet another proof, if proof were needed , that Empi re 

and all t~at is meant by it , are as dead as a f r ozen duck . As Jamaica ' E 
f ifteen 

own poet , George Campbell declared a/~~x years ago: 

Now we are tenants at will no l onger 
There ' s more room; 
More right of way 
In the land; sti l l not our own , 
In the land for us unknown; 
And our children ; their s ' to be Home 
For tomorrow . Still unpurchased 

Now we turn tenants at will no longer 
Spi ~ttual heirs of God . Our spirits stronger. 
Lets now look to inheritance 
Of our earth . With claims made stronger 
By our achievements, our natural dignity 

This land will speak with voices 
Of destiny . Voices f r om victory 
Of ownership in proud estate . 

The poet , George Campbell , was fifteen yea~s ahead of the rest 

of us but he saw with true vision that this day would come ; that there 

would be an end to Empire and to Empire &ty . It is for precisely this 

reason that we need our poets and our artists and our writers . They 

are the ones who will look ahead for us; dream ahea or us; and map 

a way into the future . I hope our politicians and all those others, 

trade unionists and party workers and supporters thought of this 

when they celebrated Labour Day yesterday . 

It is because Imperia lism is , basically , a spent force, because 

the British no longer have the old imperial i st attitudes towards the 
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so- called ' backward ' peoples of their former colonies, that I find 

myself a little suspicious when British Guiana ' s Dr . Chedd J agan 

flings accusations of bad;! faith at the British. Dr . Jagan says 

that he is ' fed up ' with the attitude of the Colonial Offirre an 

the British Government . He says he wants t resign from t e re ent 

BoG . government because he and his Ministers do not really have any 

power . Why should Dr . Jagan make all this fuss at this time wen 

t sonly a few weeks s nee the Br it ish Government agreed to a 

new constitution for B. G. ? 

Under the n ew constitution, you wi ll remember , B. G. will ho ld 

general elect ~ons in August of next year and the party which wins 

the lections will have full anz~a control of all the country ' s 

internal affairs except for control of the poli ce and internal 

security . But control of these two matter &!1 be transf erred to the 

winning party six months later, fit runs its government well and 

without trouble . Of course this is not what Dr . J agan wants . He 

would like to have complete independence straight away . But neither 

Jamaica nor Trin dad nor Barbadoes got complete self- government in 

one sweep . And the way they arrived at the positions they now enjoy 

was by first working constitut ons similar to the one which will 

come into force in B. G. next year . And the British government has 

accepted the right of the Guianese to complete independence after 

they have worked the new constitution for two years . Then why al 

this fuss at present? I think Dr . Jagan is plainly play ng at 

politics at the moment and using the British as a whipping boy 
the ' 

to cover up ¢ very serious racial situation which has developed 

in his country . I will tell you more about this tomorrov . So, 

t 11 then, goodnight . 
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NE¼TS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday May 26 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Jagan's British Guiana is, as I am sure most of 

you know, a vast land of 83,000 square miles. To get an idea of just 

how big it is, try to imagine Jamaica as being twenty times larger 

than it now is. And yet this vast land has a population of not quite 

600,000 people, according to estimates made at the beginning of last 

year. British Guiana then, with almost twenty times as much land as 

we have, has axxx•••x:txo only about one-third the number of people 

we have in Jamaica. This, you would say, is land enough to satisfy 

everybody, to make everybody happy. 

But there is a snag to it. Four out of every five acres of this 
w- - . _.I?, 

land is in deep orests and Jungles, and most of it is unexplored 
A most of 

and unexploited, so that/the 600,000 Guianese live on the low-lying 

coastal plain. It is on this coastal plain that they grow their 

crops - cane, rice and coconuts/ - and rear their cattle. The country' 

minerals - its gold, bauxite, diamonds and manganese - are found 

inland, in the equatorial forest. And the reason why the mineral 

wealth of the country has not been more fully exploited is because 

it is not easy to cut ways through the forests and open up the land. 

More than three-quarters of British Guiana, then, is unopened, 

unexplored and unexploited land. Opening up this land, clearing it 

and taming it, making it enrich the lives of the people - that 1s 

the great and creative challenge I would love to sea the leaders 

and people of British Guiana take up. 

Instead, British Guiana faces us with a sad and destructive 

racial situation. Almost half og- British Guiana's population -

roughly 259,000 people - are Fast Indians. There are roughly 183,000 
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Negroes, 62,000 people of mixed racttl origin, small colonies of 

Chinese, Portuguese and other 'Ellropeans, and 22,000 Amerindians 

who are descendants of the original inhabitants of the country. 

From this you will see that the two major groups in E.G. are t he 

259, -000 Ea.st Indians and the 183,000 Negroes; and they are at the 

centre of B.G. 's racial problem. There is rivalry between Negroes 

and Indians for jobs, for houses, for position and for political 

power. Of course there is rivalry for these things everywhere. When 

two men go after the same job here in Jamaica, there is rivalry 

between them. But, happily for us, t h is rivalry is not expressed 

in racial g;J;pez::c=ifmiffm~ We do not say blue man is fi ghting 

green man for the job. To us both blue man and green man are Jamaican1 

and so we have two Jamaicans going after the same job. Thie is so 

because being J amaican is more important than being either black or 

brown or yellow or white. Unfortunately this ls not the position in 

E.G. The Indians support Dr. Jagan because he's an Indian; the 

Negroes support Mr. Burnham because he's a Negro. Each racial section 

is more concerned with its own racial interests than it is concerned 

for the good of the whole country; or else, it sees the interests of 

its own section as being the same as the interests of the nation. 

And so, in the end, you get a situation where racial jealousies and 

racial rivalries become so important t hat they can serious ly hinder 

t h e advance of a country. We have seen this happening in other parts 

of t he world. It is an old and sad story. Now, how do Jagan and 

Burnham fit into this situation? How can they work their way out of 

it? And why does t h is make Jagan fuss so violently just now? I will 

try to answer these questions tomorrow evening. So, till then, 

goodnight. 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday May 27 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: You will remember I ended my comments last night 

by asking how Jagan and Burnham fitted into B.G's racial situation, 

how they could work their way out of it, and why Jagan was fussing 

so violently just now. 

Well now, I do not think that ei~er Jagan or Burnham like this 

racial conflict between the Negroes and the Indians of their country. 

And I certainly do not think that either of them have encouraged it 

or tried to exploit it. You will remember that in the early days 

of B.G.'s struggles Jagan and Burnham were in the same party and 

worked hand in hand with each other. I think in those days both 

leaders saw clearly how important it was to create a national unity 

that would bring Indian and Negro together. 

I think in those days Cheddi Jagan understood clearly the great 

problem facing his Indian community. He knew that the Indians stuck 

together as a racial group. They clung to their religion and the old 

ways imported from India. He knew that their great difficulty was 

one of the mind: that they found it very hard to regard themselves 

as West Indians plain a.nd simple; they f'ound it hard because deep 

down they were unwilling to be just West Indians like all other West 

Indians. And I am sure that he knew that unless this outlook could 

be changed there might be trouble ahead. 

And the same goes for Burham and his Negro community. Burnham 

knew that the Negroes distrusted the Indians and feared their numbers. 

He knew many Negroes were prejudiced against Indian. And I am sure 

that he knew unless this fear, this distrust, this prejudice was 

overcome there might be trouble ahead. 

And so these two leaders set about jointly trying to educate 
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their people into a spirit of nationalism, into a spirit of being 

Guianese first and only Negroes or Indians after. For a time it 

looked as though they would succeed and as though the future of 

B.G. would not be one of communal strife and racial hatred. 

But xuz• their great effort soon collapsed and there was a 

split between Burnham and Jagan. And with the split came racial and 

communal feeling and thinking . But I think you ought to note one 

very important thing. In spite of all the bitter words that they 

have flung at each other, neither Jagan nor Burnham have, to my 

knowledge, done or said anything to encourage and feed the racial 

fears and prejudices of their followers. It is therefore clear 

that both men are against it. 

Now, how can they get out of it? Forbes Burnham seems to think 

that the answer is to be found by joining the Federation. His reasonine 

is, I think, that the Indiansimmm•z• would cease to be a majority 

once B.G. is in the Federation. And, besides, their majority inside 

B.G. might be wiped out by migration from the other Units. Jagan 

on the other hand hesitates about joining the Federation precisely 

because of this possibility of being outnumbered , I think. As things 

now are he is sure of a majority vote along straight racial line. 

If things were to change he would not be so sure; and all politicians 

find power sweet. But I also believe that Jagan has integrity and so 

the role he now plays puts him in a bit of a mess with his own 

conscience. And when people are in a mess they tend to lash out. 
is 

Such, as I see it,/azx the background to B.G.'s problems today. 

Goodnight. 
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avyl 
NEWS COMMENT ARY 1 

For transmi ssion/on 
Saturday A~ 8 at 6.15p.m 
Peter A~rahams speaking 

,.., 

Good evening: I want to tell you about something very sordid 

and horrible · this evening, and I find it rather hard to do so calmly 

and without getting angry. This is something which I feel should 

arouse the anger of every parent in Jamaica. 

I have two youngsters, a boy and a girl, who are in the early 

stages of be ing t e enagers. In two or three years' time these youngste1 

of ours are go i ng t o begin to be interested in questions concerned 

with sex. My wife and I ar e at present trying our best to pr epar e 

the groundwork so that our childr en can grow up with a heal t hy 

a ttitude on this quest i on . I am sure all of you who are parents are 

in the same boat as we ar e , and you are trying to do exactly what 

we are trying to do. We do not want our children to grow up regarding 

sex as something srm.1tty about wh i ch you snicker in corners, and as 

something without any moral cont ent a t all. We want them to regard 
a 

it as part of the greater des i gn of/life which can be clean and 

beautiful and creative and founded on a strong sense of family. This, 

I a m sure, is how most f amilies f eel when thinking about their 

children. 

Now, I have said all this to clear the air and emphasis the 

importance of what I am now going to say. 

Earlier th i s week a friend of mine took :tbl me to the magazine 

counter of a drug store. He picked up two magazines and offered them 

to me. One was called 'Hit Show' and the other was ca lled 'Confidential 

On the cover of Hit Show was the picture of a woman in thin lacy 

material which showed more than it covered. She had pulled up this 

material so that a thigh was exposed and paactically all her breasts 
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showed. I turned the pages and the inside was even worse than the 

cover. Each page had pictures of women partly undressed posing in 

the most suggestive manner possible. The intention was clearly 

to excite sexual interest and some of the poses were downright 

dirty and sordid. 

The main story in the other magazine - 'Confidential 1 which 

specialises in dirty, sexual scandals - was a story written by a 

mother telling all the dirty details of how Castro raped her teenage 

daughter. 

After seeing this, I went around to the bookstores, drugstores, 

pharmacies and grocery stores where magazines are sold. And the 

truth is that there is more of this dirt around than I realised. You 

can buy some form of smut in almost any place where magazines are 

sold. Your son or daughter can walk in and buy this smutty suggestive 

stuff. It is cheap, it is sordid and it is calculated to excite/ in 

a very ugly way. 

I don't want my children exposed to this kind of dirt. I am sure 

you don 1 t. Then why is this stuff allowed into the country? I tried 

to find out from the Ministry of Trade and Industry, the government 

Department responsible for permitting such stuff to be imported. 

Nobody, it seemed, had really thought about this. Well, I think it 

is time somebody did some thinking. I think it is time we stopped 

importing this dirt to corrppt our children. I feel so strong about 

this that I hope as many of you as possible will write · e.ifM!l&z tom~ 

-e,1 5Nb5'hc M½-n4at1y e-fs'f-Pa:tle==a1-J..ci=-Iii-ihle~ •so that we can put a stop 

to this dirt. 

Goodnight. 
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NEvlS COMMENTARY 
For lransmission on 
Monday May 30 at 6.l5p .m 
Peter Abraha ms s peaking 

Good evening: The news that there is to be a tribunal to settle 

the wage dispute between the K.S.A.C. and the workers of the 

Corporation's Public Cleansing Department, is something we ought 

to watch with great interest. You will recall that I have talked to yt 

about the dirt of the city of Kingston and about the casual and 

haphazard way in which the city's garbage men go about removing 

the dirt. I should like you to watch nubxxJ carefully to see 

if there is any improvement in the services you get from these men 

who are now demanding higher wages. 

Now, let us talk about Dwight D. Eisenhower, President of the 

United States. I think in the last ten days or so V.1r. Eisenhower 
d 

has probably endure the most sadening and d isappointing experience 

in his entire career. You will remember that just before the 

Summit meeting the Rl;lssians brought down the u.s. spy plane. I told 

you at the time that Khrushchev would use the spy plane incident to 

give the U.S. in particular and the West in ~eneral a terrible 

propaganda licking. Well, Khrushchev singled out President 

Eisenhower; he insulted the President; he abused him; he mocked a 
him; he threatened him; and then he treated the President with the 

greatest contempt by demanding a public apology from the President 

before he would agree to sit down at the conference table. I do not 

know of anything like this ever happening at such a high internationa 

level in times of peace. Certainly, no other President of the United 

Sates in all its history has ever experienced such rude and insulting 

behaviour as did Mr. Eisenhower. After t h is, as you know, the Summit 
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meeting 
/collapsed before it had even started. 

Now, the question is: why did President Eisenhower put up with 

all this nonsense from Mr. Khrushchev? vfuy, when the Russian leader 

started hurling abuse and insults at him - why did he not walk out? 

Or, since he stayed, why did he not talk back? vfuy did he not abuse 

back. He knew as well as anybody that the one thing the Russians 

respect is strength and toughness. The United States is strong; and 

the American people can be as tough as anybody: why did he not 

show some of that strength and toughness? 

I think there are two reasons. The first reason, I t h ink, has 

to do with the kind of man Eisenhower is himself. I think Eisenhower 

is one of the two or three most loved, most admire-Land most respected 

men who ever became President of the United States: and unlike most 

of the others he was admir~ and loved and respected before he became 

President. To the American people he was a good man and a fine 
first and then 

gentleman/ma:ta~■xlul!:xxas a great soldier. They chose him for himself, 

not for what he was or what he could do. Such a man would be too 

dignified to trade insults with Khrushchev, he would be too nruch of 

a gentleman to go in for the gutter politics at which the Russian is 

such an expert. And the second reason is that Eisenhower wanted 

history to remember him as the man who brought an end to the cold 
' war and brought peace to the world. This was his greatest personal 

dream and he was badly hurt when Khrushchev smashed it in front of 

his face. I don't think he was anywhere near the best President the 

U.S. ever had; but he's a good man and I felt for him over the past 

ten days. 

Goodnight. 
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Good evening: The terrible disasters started by the earthquakes 

in Chile last week have spread their effects across the Pacific 
'I 

Ocean and brought miser [ to thousands of people. Next to Chile, Japan 
i 

seems to have suffered most. Tidal waves and minor quakes have 

reached as far as India and Russia, and even little Albania in the 

heart of F.astern Tu.rope was so shaken that over 500 homes were 

seriously damaged. But, as you know, it is Chile which has suffered 

most with well over 6,000 dead and hundreds of thousands homeless 

and hungry and in danger of ittmr;aa disease. The whole face of Chile's 

landscape has been changed by these earthquakes: valleys have become 

hills, hills have become flat places. 
peasant 

A/friend of mine up in the hills of st. Andrew t old me very 

seriously that this was a sure sign that God was losing patience 

with us human beings because we are forever fighting and killing 

and getting too big for ourselves. He may be right. But there is a 

physical and down-to-earth reason for what has happened in Chile. 

The earth on which we live is, as you know, only cool on the 

outside crust. At the centre it is still a mass of hot matter. 

Now, because there is this hard shell the hot matter inside the earth 

cools very slowly. It cools slowly because a certain amount of air 

does reach down to it through cracks and weaknesses on the surface. 

F.arthquakes and volcanoes are the results of these cracks and 

weaknesses on the surface of the earth. 

What happened was the same as happens with anything hot. Take 

a poiled or roasted sweet potatoe. As it comes out of the fire the 

outside cools first and as you cut it or btte tt air gets into it and 
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cools the inner part. But even if you did not cut or biteit, the 

outside w~uld still cool down; and I am sure you have noticed how 

the skin of your potatoe splits after it has been in great heat and 

is then allowed to cool. It swells up when it is hot and shrinks 

when it gets cold. 

Well, as more and more of the outer craat of the earth cooled 

down, it shrank and in shrinking cracks appeared tn the surface of 

the earth. If you look at a geographical map of the world you will 

see a clear outline of these cracks which are called the 'lines of 

weakness' on the earth's surface. These lines of weakness run through 

the entire length of the west coast of South Ailerica, they swing 

through Central America, they touch us in the Caribbean (remember 

our own earthquakes: Port Royal in 1692 and Kingston in 1907). Then 

the lines of weakness swing up the xm west Coast of North American 

and across the Pacific Ocean to Japan. They reach out to New Zealand, 

parts of Australia and swing up between Indian and China. These 

lines of weakness then swing deep into Asia and across southern 

Europe touching North and East Afr\ca. 

From this you will see that there is one vast series of cracks 

sweeping right round the surface of the earth. And any time there 
~ERKDUviolent hot 

is/pressure or contraction at the/centre of the earth some part of 

this cracked 'line of weakness' may collapse and bring disaster with 

it. It may happen anywhere along the cracked line I have traced 

for you. Now, the world has the scientific knowledge to be able to 

check and warn us than an earthquake is coming. But we use that 

knowledge for weapon and rockets instead of to warn men and so save 

lives. 

Goodnight. 
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