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It has been sald of the tropical peasant that he 1s 1
frgquently unwilling to work for more than his immediate simple I
ﬂ

needs, If that is so, one might herdly regard him as the

classical "economic man" who 1s actuated mainly by the profit

motive, The increasing number of examples of prosperous peasants,
however, not only manifests a change among them, but also in-
dicates that there le something basically wronz with those re-
maining casee in which Peasant;y le synonymous with abject poverty.
In an attempt to determine the nature of the obstacles and methods
for their solution, various Governments have embarked upon Peasant
Investigation Schemes, while detalled 1investigations are being
conducted at the Imperial College of Tronical Agriculture (Trinidad)
since 1947. : Most of the investigatlons are still in progress;
1t will therefore be seen that the facts are stlll imperfectly
determined, Past recommendations are based mainly on economic
principlga or on achlevements elsewhere, but very few have really
been proved experimentally to be practicable under West Indian
conditions, i
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Reports dealing with the British Weet Indies generally
include the British Caribbean Islands and the mainland colonles
of British Guisna and British Hondurss. Conditlons'in the last

two areas are rather different from those in the islands, bveing

main&y one of large areas of land with insurrlclent labour; though
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h ‘have been interesting to compare Deaeanta under these

[‘ﬁg with those in the i1slande; these colonies have had to
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{ 1 Britieh Weet Indies as used shall refer to Jamaica, i |

go, Barbadoe, the Windward and Leeward Islands,



