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The incidence of Systemic Lupus Erythena OSUS (LEI n
Tobago is high with a similar figure to ha
is significantly higher than in Africa_ Th
common in the Black females than in the 0 her
Trinidad and Tobago. Severe renal dise 5e was

among all patients with SLE (57 ) but the frequ
in the Blacks (67%) _ The incidence of rena
first year of disease presentation was h
Trinidadian (80%) than in the Indo-Trinidad an p
Death from renal failure was strongly as soc a d
(74%) and the Sm (41%) antibodies. A re~rkably

(71%) of patients with the dsDNA antibodies had pro
to 42% without the antibody. Forty-t·"o perc n
patients who had the nRNp'Sm- profile had rena a 1
only 11% of those patients with the nRNP·Sm
patients with the dsDNA'SS-A" profile who died, a

failure wi thin 3 months to 5 years from th
presentation. The presence of a Lupus band compr • n
and C3 was strongly associated with renal d s a.
interesting to note that 68% of these pa en.
LnvcIvemerrt . There was also a striking associ. n
positive lupus band and the presence of mucosal ulcer."
antigen seems to be a risk factor in acql.:1rlnc; SLE n
Trinidadians.


