
De ar Mr. Rampersad, 

Pe:cer Abrahams 
Coy3 ba 
P.O.Box 20 
Hed Hills 
St. Andrew. 

December 16, 1987. 

Be ceuse you ( or my dear Ruth ) omitted _the 
'Red Hills' from the addre s s your letter· of - November 
2 4 ha s only just arrived after r oving all over the 
hills of St. Andrew with its multitude of small po s t 
of fic e s. • 

. I wa s in dee d ·very fond of Langs ton Hughes and 
gr ea t1i respected his integrity an d generosity of 
spirit. Ne met perhRps thre e or f our times whenever 
I was in New York and of course we t a l ke d -and talke d 
an d t a l ke d ; an d we kept in touch in the u sua l wa y s -
exch nging book s, me s s ages t hro ugh mu t ua l frien ds or 
pe ople we wante d the other one ._ t o mee t an d know . . 

·I .. Ther e are a fe w notes and a t lea st one taping somewhere 
amon g my paper s, whic h I in t en d t o use in an essay 
on Langs ton, Richard Wr ight An d J Bmes Bal·dwin (wh om 
we have jus t l os t) ~nd some ·of t he pr oblems t hey 
f pce d a s bl Rck writers writing f or e s sentially white 
audi ences. I t hink t he bu s in e s s of writi ng fo r !I an 
outsi de " audience, no t the audience that could be 
describe d es your own, ha s cr eate d s ome str ange an d 
difficult an d de l ica te problems which, in the en d , 
only LA ngston over came. He, more t han an yone e lse 
I knew or know among black writers fin ally e arned e, 
his da ily bre Ad from riting for hi s own blac k audie~ ce 
his own people. Which, I think , ma de him freer 
spiritua lly and psychologically of the inhibiting 
an d crippling burden of having to e8rn the approval 
of 'the man' t o be ·_ accepted a s a good writer . This 
is jus t an idea of what's on my mind and I'm not sure 
it will be of much help to yo'u. I can't do anynior e 
within t l e constraints of yout de a dline and my own 
commitments ; but it might intere st yo~ to know I will 
be writing about LP ngston Hughe\ an d these matters · 
in the not too distant future.•• Hurry Sion s , who 
wa s the Editorial Director at Holiday in the 60s 
end . who wa s with Double day when I was in touc h with 
him l e st, might be able to help you with the photo-
gr aph. • 

~est wi shes with your enterprise. 

Yoyrs sincerely 
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Mr. Peter Abrahams 
"Coyaba" 
Box 20 
St, And rew , JAMAICA 

Dear Mr, Abrahams, 

Arnold Rampersad 
54 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, APT. 4-0 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10024 
(212) 877-8738 

Novemb~r 24, 1987 

I hope this letter finds you well. Ruth Jett was kind 
enough to give me your address. 

I am writing in connection with a biography of Langston 
Hughes on which I have b~en working for the past fe w years, Last 
year, Volume I appeared from Oxford in New York , Late next year 
I hope to bring out Volume II, 

I would very much like to hear from you about your 
relationship with Langston Hughes. It seems to me, from what 
research I have been able to do, that he clearly valued and 
respected you and your work, and that you held him in high 
regard. I would love to know about yout first meeting with him, 
and subsequent meetings, and any special stories that migh t be of 
interest to the readers of a biography, 

I am also interested in a photograph of LH standing high 
over Fifth Avenue in Mount Morris Park that appeared in your 
Holiday magazine article of 1960 on Harlem , All the copies of 
the magazine I have seen are in a pretty poor state for reprinting 
of the photograph. Do you have a copy that you could lend me, or 
make a copy (at my expense, of course) and send me? 

I have perhaps six weeks in which to make additions to my 
text, so although I am sure that the approaching season will be 
busy for you, I would very much appreciate it if you can respond 
to me at your earliest convenience, 

Yours sincerely, 

Arnold Rampersad 
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A I R M A I L 

TELEGRAMS, " INSPED." 

T ELEPHO NE: 5 8 5 8 1 . 

IN ANY CORRESPON DENCE ON E/26 b 
TH IS SUB JECT PLEASE QUOTE NO . ..... . ............. . ...... . . 

Mr. Peter Abrahams, 
Red Hills, 
P.O. St. Andrews, 
Jamaica, • 
WEST INDIES 
Dear Mr. Abrahams, 

T HE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, 

THE INSPECTORATE. 

P.O. BOX 3568, 

KAMPALA, UGANDA. 

17th August, 1972 

Although you are now a long way away, you are 
probably aware that yournovels are regularly set for examination 
by the East African Examination Council. This year at the ord­
inary level, and next year, "Mine Boy" is on the syllabus: it 
has always been a popular novel in this country and the entry 
forms for this year's examination prove it still to be so. 

I have recently joined this Inspectorate .and started a series 
of posters to be distributed to all our schools, one poster on 
each of the set-books. There is a large, striking illustration 
together with a fair amount of text made up of criticism and 
comment on the work. The aim of each poster is to stimulate 
pupils and teachers to a better understanding and greater enjoy­
ment of the work they are studying: 'guides' on each text are 
available in bookshops, but they often seem to do the very 
opposite of what we are aiming for. 

I have been find material from among the well-known critics, 
and also asking some of our teachers for short articles to in­
clude: I have also ventured to write to the authors themselves. 
You will easily realise that however interesting and stimulating 
the comments of critics may be, an article by the author himself, 
specially written for our pupils, is going to have a far greater 
effect and be much more appreciated. 

I am therefore taking the liberty of writing to ask if you 
will help us with mater~al for the poster on "Mine Boy" by 
writing me an item for it. It would be presumptuous of me to 
suggest what you should write, but some item, whether it be on 
plot, character or theme, would be of the greatest value. As it 
is now many years since you wrote the book, I am sure you will 
have ideas about it that would be worth our consideration. As 
the book is set f or this year's examination as well as next 

_year's, I would like to get the poster into schools this coming 
term, if possible. 

I shall look forward to hearing from you, and hope that you 
will be able to spare a little time to help us. 

y 

M. Reeve 
.. , 

for Ag. Chief Inspector of Schools 
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E/26 b ON UGANDA GOVERNMENT SERVICE 

€'-1 · A-1 e~ Mt-

PAR AVION 

Mr. Peter Abrahams, 
Red Hills, 
P.O. St . Andrews, 
JAMAICA, 

West Indies 

••• 

Ugand 
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REX-VERLAG LUZERN 

VERLAGSBUCHHANDLUNG SORTIMENT 

ST. KARLIQUAI 12 TELEPHON (041) 2 69 12 POSTCHECK!KONTO VII 2030 

John Farquha rson, Ltd . , 
15, Red Lion Square , 

London , W. C. 1. 

Luzern, 29 , Juli 1964 

H0N0RAR - AB R ECHNUNG 

per 30. Juni 1964 

iiber: Peter Abrahams, SCHWARZER MANN IM WEI SS.EN DSCHUNGEL 

laut Vertrag vom: 17.6.60 

Honorarpflichtige Auflage 

Lagerbestand am 30. Juni des Vorjahres 

Lagerbestand am 30. Juni des laufenden Jahres 

Verkauf innert Jahresfrist 

Ihr Honorar betragt Fr. - .81 pro Exemplar 
Ihr Anteil an Buchgemeinschafts -Ausgabe 
I hr Ante il an Abdrucksrechten 

421 

106 

315 

Ex. 

Ex. 

Ex. 

Ex. 

Fr 
If 

II 

Fr. 

Zahl ungsweise /Conditions de payement /Conditions of payment 

255 . 15 
131 . 72 
30 . 60 

Die Auszahlung erfolgt bis spatestens Ende September dieses Jahres, 
jedoch nicht vor Eingang der beiliegenden von Ihnen unterze i chneten 
Richtigbe fundanzeige. 

Le versement sera effectue au plus tard l la fin du mois du septembre 
courant, cependant pas avant la reception de votre confirmation 
signee (formulaire ci-inclus). 

The payment follows at the latest at the end of September of this 
year but not before receiving the enclosed confirmation signed by you. 

BSL 15033 11 
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ex- Verlag 
Verlags bucl 
St . l iq 

De x s· r , 

21 t ove be ,1962 . 

S r :ti ent 

a t h I·e fe r ence to your letter 
of the 1 5 th October , 1 962 , c oncern­

ing the r ecording of ' ine Boy • for 

t he use of the blind Is 11 be g l d 

t o agree to giving uch permi ion . 

Yo s ..,incer e y , 

Pe ter t br ams . 
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REX-VERLAG LUZERN 

VERLAGSBUCHH ANDLUNG SORTIMENT 

ST. KARLIQUAI 12 TELEPHON (041) 2 69 12 POSTCHECKKONTO VII 2030 

Mr . Peter Abrahams, 
c/o J ohn Farquharson Ltd., 
15, Red Lion Square, 

L o n d on, W.C .l. 

Lucerne , 15th October, 1962 . 

Dear Sir, 

From t he Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutscher Blinden-HorbUchereien, we have received 
a demand for permission to t ake down on recording-tape the German t ranslation 
of your book 

MINE BOY= SCHWARZER MANN IM WEI SSEN DSCHUNGEL 

f or exclusively blind listeners . The permission f or recording and lending 
out t hese recording- tapes should be free of char ge. We are enclosing the 
printed demand for your f urther informat ion and should be very grateful, 
if you would return it with your agreement . 

We thank you f or your kind service and remain with bes t wishes , 

Yours f aithfully, 

REX - VERLAG UWI L
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IlEYNOLDS NEWS 
Proprietors: Co-operative Press, Ltd. 

PIONEER HOUSE. WICKLOW STREET. GRAY'S INN ROAD, LONDON. W.C.l 

Mr. Peter Abrahams, 
C/o Cable address CITPRINT , 
Kingston, 
Jamaica 

Dear Peter, 

TERMINUS 648, 

22nd January, 1957 

I assume the unsigned cable from Kings ton offering 1000 words 
on the opening of the final Federation Conference was from you. 

If so, it was the first word or news of you since you left, 
although I have made various attempts to discover if you are still 
alive. 

No-one whom I phoned had heard f rom you nor have I any reply 
to the letters I wrote to you c/o the Jamaican Press Association, com­
missioning a series of articles. 

The only indication of your whereabouts came from hearing the 
l ast few words of your Christmas Day broadcast. 

Did you get those letters? If not, I will send a copy. 

But do please let me know what is happening and what your proper 
postal address is. 

Yours sincerely, 
I 

HOWARD CULPIN 
Features Editor 
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REVNdtDS NEWS 
PIONEER HOUSE, WICKLOW STRE l.:T 

Lo,:n o ~ . W.C. 1 TERMIN PS G484. 

Mr. Peter Abrahams, 
c/o The Jamaic Press Association, 
101, Water Lane , 
Kingston, 
Jama· ca . 10th November, 1956 

Dear Peter, 

I have not heard from you sin you 
were due to arriva in Jamaica and I wonde 
if you got my letter asking for a series 
of art·cles about Jamaica? 

copy. 
In case it went astray I enclose 

I should be glad if you would 
about this fairly on, as w 
the time of publicatio . 

me kno 
t o plan 

a 
let 
want 

I hope your hill is l ooking as beautiful 
as ever. 

,/ e tures Edi tor 
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COPY 

Mr. Peter Abrahams, 
c/o The Jamaica Press Association, 
101, WFi t er Lane , 
Kings ton , 
Jamaica. 

Dear Peter, 

9th October , 1956 

Greeti ngs ! I hope your voyage was as pleasant as it 
pr omised to be and that you will soon be settled down on t op 
of your hill . Even befor e that can you expand the litt e 
pi ce you were going t o do abou t your new home into a series 
of three 1500 word art i cl es on the t heme f discovering the 
Caribbean . • 

Following up your seri es on he W st Afr icans as new Britons, 
you write as a new West Indian . We want both the serious and the 
gay side , comment , r eportage on Jama ~ca and its inhabitants •.. 
your own per sona l r eaction t o t h€ place and the eople . . . life on 
your hi l l top - and the view f om it .. . edera tion , the social is t 
leadershi p, and the new pace - a full step ahead of Wes t Africa . . . 
the cont rast be twee So th 4.fr · ce and Jamaica , and between Br itain 
and Jamaica , and, ·of cour se , wri t ten in your best "I am a Camera" 
s t yl e and heavily l aced with anecdotes . 

There, I have almost done the j ob f or you . 

Copy as soon a s you like . Fee £100 overal l for t hr e e 
ar t icles of 1500 words each. • 

W uld you dr p me a l i ne to l e t me know that you can do thi s -
or shoul d Isa when you wi l l do this , as I am sure you will. 

Ha py landings! 

Yourrs si cer ely, 

HOWARD CULPIN 
Feat ures Editor 
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Mr . Peter Abr ahams 
West Indian Economies 
164 Harbor St r ee t 
Kingston , J amaica 
B. W.I. 

Dear Peter: 

July 22 , 1959 

I am anxious to hear news from you ab out my film 

ANNO DO~I NI 1959. 

Sincerely, 

Lionel Rogosin 

LR/mm 
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Mr . Peter Abrahams 
We~t Indian Economies 
164 Harbor Street 
Kingston , J ama ica 
British west Indies 

LETTER• AEROGRAMME • PAR AVION ~ ! 
L l l l l l-1~ 
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2nd Oct., 1958. 

Miss Elizabeth Cosstick, 
Royal Ins titute of International Affairs, 
Chatham House , 
10 st. James 's Square, 
LONDON SWl 

Dear Miss Cossti ck , 

Thank you for your letter of 

September 24th. I have absolutely no 

objection to t he Calti'ornia Institute of 

Technology reproducing my art i cle on the 

Coni'lict of Culture in Africa and you can 

go ahead and give t hem both your and my 

per1niasion. 

~urs sincerely; 

Peter Abraham. 
• Editor. 

PA/ss 
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The Roya.1 Institute of International nffaii;s 
PATRON: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 

Cl,airman: AIR CHIEF MARSHA SIR WILLIAM ELLIOT, GCVO, KCB, KBE, DFC Hon. Treasurer: SIR ALAN RAE SMITH' KBE 

!Director General; THE HON c . M. WOODHOUSE, oso, OBE 

CHATHAM HOUSE, 

IO St James's Square, London sw1 

Telephone Whitehall 2233 Cables Areopagus, London 

24 Septem ~er 1958 
Air Letter 

Dear Mr Abrahams , 

We have had a request from the-California 
I nst itute of Technology for? permiss i on to repr9duce 
your article on the Conflict of qulture ~i n frica , 
which ap ~eared in Int ernational ffairs (July 1954 ) , 
f or distribution without cost t o a small number of 
students in a course on political behaviour . We ourse lves 
shall be glad to give permission , and s hould be grateful 
if you would very kindly l et us know as soon as possible 
whether you have any objection to this . 

Mr Peter Abrahams , 
c/o ' Public Opinion' , 
2 Torrington o~d , 
P . O. Box 115 , 
Kingston , 
Jamaica . 

Yours sincere l y , 

(,() ' l ~ fl 
bl'. (,tf-leL.IA- \..C ~ 71 'e../'c: 

Ass istant to the Editor , 
Inte rnational Affairs UWI L
ibr

ari
es
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Chatham House, 

10 St James's Square, 

LONDON, S.W.J 

AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY 
ENCLOSURES ; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED 

OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 

THE 'APSLEY' AIR LETTER 

·~-~--· 
Form approved by Postmaster General No.-71995 /JX: 
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RUTH SLOAN ASSOCIATES, Inc. 
GENERAL CONSULTANTS 

AFRICAN AND NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 

4200 CATHEDRAL AVENUE, N . w., WASHINGTON 16, D. C. • EMERSON 2-4503 

December 27, 1955 

Mr . Peter Abrahams, 
37 Jekkel Drive , 
Loughton, Essex, England 

Dear Mr . Abrahams : 

I am wondering if you havegiven further thought to 

the possibility of writing an article for AFRICAN NEWS? This newsletter 

goes to over 800 subscribers- people particularly interested in Africa 

and I feel it is an audience taat ~ould greatly profit from hearing your 

point of view as expressed at Howard University last month . Our fee , 

unfortunately is very small-$10 an article (of 1200 to 1500 words) but we 

would be most grateful if you could see your way clear to send us an 

article- on a subject of your own choosing. We would very much like to have 

it before January 20 if that were possible . Thank you . 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Rutn c. Sloan 
Executive Director 
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Dear Mr. Kinsey, 

57 Jessel Drive, 
Loughton, 
Essex. 

Se t e -ber 17, l v56 . 

This i s a brief and hurried note in t he midst or cleari ng up as 
e le ve her e on t he 21st . 

ot1er commitment s made it i m o sible for me t o do anything 
or you bef or e we leave here but I certainly · 1~ l et you h ve t he t wo 
i eces you mention din your l etter o July 17th as soon as I can after 

r aching J amaica . 

Our journey will be a sor t of gr and 20-day boat tour which s ould 
fi t in we l with your i dea about t he j oys of travel in the Car i bbean: my 

revious ones were all airborne. 

C. Gwyn ' insey, Editor, 
SATU DAY NIGHT, 
Toronto. 
Can da. 

Your s sincer ely, 
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SATURDAY NIGHT 
OFFICE OF 

THE EDITOR TORONTO 

i • 

July 17th, 1956 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

Thank you for your letter of 
July lOtho 

We have only three correspondents 
who write on a regular basis from outside Canada 
in London, Washington and New York. The others 
work by assignment on specific articles . 

Our limited space makes it 
impossible for us to change this arrangement, but 
I 1m sure that we could take several articles from 
you -- probably one every couple of months . Right 
now, for example, I could use a piece of about 1400 
words on the Caribbean Federation and another of 
about 1200 wor ds on the joys of travel i n the 
Caribbean . You might be able to do these before 
you leave. Later, there will undoubtedly be many 
more subj ects. 

Peter Abrahams , Esq. , 
37 Jessel Drive, 
Laughton, Essex, 
ENGLAND. 

Best wishes, UWI L
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3? J· orrnol. D:ri v o, 
Lou.ht n , 
l'~SDC - • 

:r: h ,vc junt ro _i.•n d fxoJ· t h., con.•i;in .n"b ·to fl.iv~ 
your l0ttor of 0c·to1JO'.:' st nn( V r 1..' )fli t;t c. nee fr n 
Cornwl:ldatod Pr nu and I ,h, ·llt 1 ou --o:;~ bo ··_1 . 

I t l ·J.nd you l i ke -tLo 1'l't ic C tt.11-:_ I Dh·- r l 
cm.,•trL y , cl':lc t.:10 1 l)OSitivD, .-i,; i on i.dc.'1 f o?. .,.ou or• 0.1'.!. 

:.; I 1vr :i. 1 .i'ilJ.r r -:;h o1 i 7,, ti.ono \h .-·- s,~n • • . n to tllo 
c . .ntL.1 nt; • 

C • • nr:rvn Kinn .y , Boq . , 
Off.i.00 ")f t,1,.0 :Jcl:i.t.o._, 
s:~ mn·y nr c ... 1 , 
'i'oro 1to 1 , 
C ~ DD1'\ . 

nncor, y , 

I t 
1' t(•J' Yb . rJu1 lD 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



'f 
OFFICE OF 

THE EDITOR 

SATURDAY NIGHT 

October 1st, 1954 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

Thanks for the article -
it's excellent. 
of many. 

I hope it will be the first 

TORONTO 

You were wise not to cram the 
Canadian-American "positive action" into this 
piece. I think it would probably make another 
article. Would you care to tackle it? 

Thanks, too , for your kind 
remarks about SATURDAY NIGHT. We started 
rebuilding the magazine less than two years ago 
(the previous publisher had let it run down 
rather badly) and, as you can see, we have a 
great deal of work to do yet. But comment such 
as yours encourages me to hope that we are 
making some headway. 

Peter Abrahams, Esq., 
37 4essel Drive, 
Laughton, Essex, 
England. 

Sincerely, 

~t~b 
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~W ;roaool r.Lvo , 
T, _ v·h•;; _ , 
J5DDC • • 
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I llo})o th m. o, r.:oc1 pioco conoc: > yon.:: c __ • oei::.n-i,i nn . 
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~. t.,Tyn L.i 1ncJy, F!Llfl •, 
orrio0 r tho ~itnr , 
~o-iin:~day 1J1J·l t; , 
'J~or ni~o 1 . 
0" <1 • 
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\'Jh ;r D_i. t;nl.n nnd ·jj :10 noot f o.1siehtocl c.non <:; tLo P..r-.ri ans . re 

110:d i nr- toc;vtho • ·to trnnsfor n JG_ioso t orr·· tori os i nto .100. r ,. , 

o.fficion'i:;ly ~tm a.c.m.oc_ar,ic s-tatcs . Tho 1 00.d rs o"' ·i;l o Gol a. C o._r t 

have uJ.rc -cly b0e,11n to ."o 1 is t hat t hi s :Lr.i nuc 1 har .or t; s r h ... 

,.. ,.:ri:iinc; p 1·1 ;l' fron t he Co oni a l Of fice and a o ·tjho:r.of'or c noro 

app1•cciati vo of oho s d llo u.nsi r.-rt.ancc of' tho n ~itiz:11 Civil Sorv • n·ts 

rror lril'.lP ·ni t; th, ·1• 

ITkr 10.h ha.s very :roe.son t; ho rola ,.od ,. con:r.:dont c. nd 1.1.n­

ombitt reel. . Itc has nctib •rs of t o boot , t he l ,as-'G corruJtG and ··, _o 

. oat o'trotcd Civil S rvico i n t~ho ,·,orl to 11 ,l p hi c,ui o his 

countr y and hi s peopl e out of the olc. ·tribal tttil..iilxi pa.s ~G i nto 

t h :moc1('\r n t c chnol ofl•ico.l present of tho 20th century . T ·.s i s not 

lilcl y to p ·ovc an oaoy ·task . 1.t ho has startoa. well an \'li t 1 tl-10 

i.10~"l d t S /!OOC.i..WiJ.l o Shoul d he f'::ti l ·c.10 b l af.10 t¥i "/Ji t/v/J.IJ most cc• ni nl y 

v:oulc not bo rrith B..:it n.i n . • 

Ni e;cria, t oo , v1ill soon hnv0 s olf- aovo ·nrtont and a Federal 

Jlarlio..mcnt . Tho reas on -v;hy: thines ave riovod ui t co:mpm:at i vol y 

er ato?' o so i n t ho Gol d Const than i n Wi gcri a ho.s l a ·e;ol y to o.o 

r1i t h tl sizo a.nd po_pul cr'Gionn of tho tvro count:r:ios . Tl o Gol 

Coast has populat i on of lL~ o five rl)j_llions on_ an a~ a of 

91 , 842 ... qu .. ro . • 10s . Hi ec..,i a on tho ot 10:r he..nd has an aroa o? 

372, G'7 ~ oquerc • 10s and a populo:ti on of tJu • ty- oue • 11ions . 

Sheer ~izo anc1 nunborn nn ncll o vast u.n-'Gappo<l resources ccs 

Hi
0

0:ci n t c pot-ont;i ally dorline.n-t country on t 1 Wost Coas • of Af .,.., i ca . 

T_10 ane;o_ i n Hi ecri a i s JGhat tho ·trib 1 div-isio s eii-t l oo.cl o a 

'.!." .a :ine; up of tho connt_•y . 'J:_ o ITortJ,orns a r o r _slirns rJ 10 a r c 

suspiciou s m1<. fc c1- :i:1:u. of the outho:rnor s . The ·o i s rtl.so :ice_p 
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divisiono bot,'!oon tho t,:10 ercut nat i on- tri b ~s t tho I oi and Yorl:tba . 

of cxpl oi t i nt~ ·the di su.ni ty i n t ho c u.ni;r y to perpetuat e hor 1"ul0 , 

□ ·10 i s tho poacemeJ:or bctr:roon ·tho hostilo ·cxibal f cw·t.ions . sllo has 

b17 ou£»h • t _ om to5a'th0r at the conf orcnca ·[;abl o and hcl pod to l ay t o 

foundations for t,hc birth o:r a e ree.t nati on . 

Thi s i s one aspect; of B:ri t;ish policy i n Afi~iaa . It iri an aspect 

of >:roud a chi cvomon·t . 

The other spoct of n,~1 tish policy: ~- British policy i n , lti.;. 

r a cial Af 1~ica - i s ono of s ad f ailure . I tl1i :riJ'C t hat r esponsibl e 

pcopl o at tho Colonial Office hor-o i n London vribul d pr1vat oJ.y ar ii t 

t he fai l u r e of Br itish policy ! 11 m•1l ti - r acia l A1~rica . But 4/,1/4, 

p/Jr/4i/../J it i s tho saao eronp of poo,IlJ_o v:ho a1'0 ca:rryi n out, R policy 

of crc·1.-ti vo abdicati on s o suooessfully i n 'Jorrt vrho nrc fru.l i ne; i n 

Africa . ,'lhy tho sienai s1.1-cc0sn i n ono pl a co and 

tru.n;ic f'ailu:rc :i.n o.notllo:r? or , t o pnt i t ·nothcr ·, Bot;h Jo , 

Konya.t ·l;a o.nd K1: •an ITlcru.riah r ·1 • o ohal lonui nc; bi n_s f or pmmr •. l!!ach 

·10.s -the 1 oac or of' c p~ rty rcproso.n:bing 'Ghc politically conneious 

1· j o:i:-·i ty of hi s cotmt :ry1: on . Why Ud B_.i tai n ' ab "icaco crcati v,.,,ly ' 

i n one place an . ncn<l an a.rrJ.y to th"' ot 10r? 

T110 .:canon i s not t 11:1 · Kvr ~o Hl .J.'1: ah boha, ed i 11 a oro 
Il1Ftn110r 

:3cntl ,!U' 11l y/ than Ko.t1fn ... t u. . Nk:rv.r:in ... h ' s bi d for pov10r bo~n..n r .:. th 

riotinc; ancl looti ne; i n Acc:r·a as h::1s not h'"lppo.nod i n IJairobi to hi s 

d y . 1rho :rcnson i. s to uo found i n 'the s:i mpl o f act -that was reveal ed 

i n 'tho only census .JO fa:r talrcn i n Kenya ;;rl ; c.:1 1.Ja8 i n 1 9-'.'.::8 . 1I1hi s 

shor1oc1 t h::rt of a tot ... ,_ population of 5, ~l-05 , 95(3 29 , 660 1·1crc 
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• 

: n 'op0ruw tuo l:a . so't t l oc1 i n K .ny · n · ·1clo it. t.hoi.: ho •10 . 1 c. 

sottlcrr , j .ct; o 0::- 5'µ of t 0 
r ,,, 

m1ppl y t,h J .. O· for Pri tnin ' :::i i nabili t ~,r to ·cs pond s :i:: cut;i vc y 

I n Kenya , s el nmJhcro i n rml ti - r ci 1 ; fricn , .10 tf!:ti •to 

a t Glo .. f! nj oy conor ·i c , political and soci l pr:i.vll -~os on q l uvc 
to f1J.1Y • no_ i ·Gy 

unl · m.rn/in Ell ,•ope s:i.nco t, w l ndnr;tri nl evolution. \'!hon tiH:Y fi ~n-0 

c .1c ·to .ih .!.iea th y 1rou.nJ t ·i:;110 acicncc .:.m .cm l ol1Y oi' a n . rn 

,.tn.<1 cit_ 0:-;1 . 1r oy du3 •• 1c -, n.orl . ,-real th fron ·i:; 1 ca:t • 1 .. ..r:1. . s::.cy t 10.·t;. 

nnd schooln , hospitals arn:. c • rchcs , roa s nnc r ilways . Tb.cy 

fn.rLLd o ,i nc ·.fie .. . l y ,. rn. n. • o tho i f ~io ,ul th Y'lOl a _i.c 10" 

'-' cqui rinr; thc.:i.1• v0st; farns nna. :r~ctori s 0 • a. bt il i r {{ thci:r 

b a~~ • lilful houscn t; 1 y h( a. clono -:.ch for i;h hat t;h t n . •:ro f · . c f 

t 110 .fr J.cuns . They h... hrotv•,ht ordcr , o a , v r1 • ont m1c c .ucui.ii n 

i n hc:i. r t, ·nin . 

011 t 1c -J:>GJ'.', on..: 1 J.ovcl c 10y Ln encounter .a. - o ion ·c 
t hen, \roahL ncl lc::m creat5.vc than i,h .,i r o-cm . 00 -they had c:rccto . 

ooci:..l bt rriu_"'C . Tho Dnl'"o rl( tho d.u:::it.F1.r111 c o Lot 1mro soc·i , 

j_1ri:,c:r.con_ oo ; noi th.er th Dul nor t he a.us·t_ an -rmnl find . t 

ptL:. ticulo.:rly pl ,'rnrurt. . , 1.t ·t. oy a ·1 -t us "s a r·· :;::cd po :i tion . 'I'Lo 

Dul'"c •J:lll aluays 1rn a Dnl c : t ho t.ko ' s ::.:on :n..11 G1~orr i nto , Du_ o 

till t.ho onc1 of G:L 1c . The ciu:rtBnn ' n dGSCC.i.c1antn ' ·.1. !'Cntd:.n cl.1.t~,·t­

_1c11 l:iill t;l10 enc o:r ti o . .1.hi s rr s , fi od , 1n·0- o 1 c.'-" ·.n d pord:'t i on . 
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1 r;ic c. • J ot a fm' 

m. a ft(;o S'i _ G-0<1.:r::rcy u;:; -i ns , 'Jh ~ n no ou -11 ~ :ricun ; or but t,ho 
D i 'GiG l 

P:ri ic : .. , .. 11:l. u'i:; 0 of -'-he nnn/ Gcnt~.L a1 ,. i'ri , t: n ]oc oraGi on, ... / ·oocl n_ i n 

1~nnc· b l y n . .11 :t a.oc c, 'Od f tri,ly: "T 101 c i s coi n t;o ho 

i noc1uuli ty nnd. cifi'o.1. nti at :1.on , 

d ccivo ov .... ryhony •••• " 

to p. C ond th 1·0 

Th dil c • 10. of' the nl •• to Dct"i:;1 or;;.1 •• r, clon_ . F1..-on tllc courit n 
. 

t;i~, clo·;:m •• !1 ,a.pc Tmm. to tho o thorn 1 .. dcrs of' Kon.ya. t hey nu.t1hcr 

rl._1 ions . , 1d 0 .. "OV ti t,l a ~o m·t ·rocn 

cnocrai~·· c f r n o:r cov · .1 tent , co rcL.nn,:;nt y the Y • 11 of t o 

naj ority, \'!Ot!ld, i ""' p·('nc t i cod, nc.: t,l 0.1.r p :;:; J. 'Gion of po 7o_ 8.lld 

p_ · vi l oce , nnt no out of' .u.otiv ,o of solf- i n"· ·!' ..:Dt t 1 y _ -j :ct t 

u !.Oen.ti c co 1cc_ • s . 1.1.hc • _·1plict.ti no .i. t,hi n _ j octi on . '.i~c 

.L1or-rli cl..m l y zoen i .n the tfni n t dP.y . I an convi ncoc th-- t i f 

·:il f;: nc Kcn.ra, Tanc;"myi k:· ... a GC'ni~:ral .1. • :ri ca :tn tho next "Gon ·-o 

t 1:JC.nty y,10. 'f' ' ';in • The c •i::.dc i s tJ.O_"c <e..cu.tc i n tho Uni on ·to< ay 

o y bcca .s~ JGho Uni on i s the ol dm:r" ane. nont 

E 1 Gi - o.cL l coun·jj i s i.n .i' fric • 

,vcl opod o:e ho 

A 1 ov .. , ~-rul "i:il - n.ci , r ica t, d.-y tho l)l nch.o ru.:-0 h .l lonrd ne 
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general ache 10 of. ·l;lli .r._cs . ·J. oy a ·o caught u· i n ·the eror-ri:i otroan 

of 110.t i on ... • armlpcni ng that fl.mm stronn;l y ovcryw:1or o i n tho -r1orl d 

today . I n Sou th Af .:i ca t ho hl acko havo so faJ." ondu : ·· cu -i,hoi r 

s ~ruggl c ·Ji th a a.i@ti 'ty md 1!!.0rB. li-ty that hns iiJOll t l c o.cl!! -T _ at;ion 

of' tho i·ro:rl d . I n Kenya t h<..; nuu Hau bl ood- bath vri th t ho i nton·t.ion 

of' cl:r:lvi.ng t he 'Hhl ·cs out i n s t i l l on . But I an convj_ncoo. ·t lv t 1 

t hi s i c no n -,.c t han a p_ olu.do t o the co · · ng :Jhcv1dovn.1 i n th no-'0 s o 

v ary dist nni.-; future. !Ia:eo no 1 st fl c , the bl e.cLn ... " not; i!Oi llG t o 

accept tho i n f erior sta Tl.El l Ch l cngo:r.:- . 

_cl i n all ·t 1i s Br i t a in i s so co ,ipl ct..cl y ho .. mot r ung by th . 

f orce o:f sct.tlcr p;-•cssur and h i Bh.::.po-rJor c lobbyi.ne; t l a: sho c 1noti 

c.cti z-eally crdati v ol y . r.ncnovcr '"-10 ",kos one 1·oal gost u.ro "0 vrl n 

Af .. ,.J. can e,oodvri l. she hao t o OJ. fs ot i "· by :mak:·' ne ~-.,o t c tho 1.1hi t o 

set t l er;:; . A.f ...:>icani s •. s :i.n. Bri •t o.i n 1L o m·mr c of t ho 0 i tur...t i on b -t 

e.:ro i n...'lu_bi tot. by t ho o.ct t hat thoy cru:n1 t or vri lJ. not t o}:: a.'11.y 

• ct i o·1 t hat -~ e;ht arouse t o "'.JJ:.'a t h of the hi ,, J.y voe J sottl or-o. 

7i t h So --t _ Af'.ef cn shoul d Di·i t a i n do m1.yiilli11g ·(jlwy :roa.l ly cli sapprovod 

i c cmpl oycc1 i n su. _ a li mnor as ·to me.kc i t t he JO~ ·i; disc:roc1i t ea. 

Tho , !1t, fai :rrt r•o.y of hopo i s tho C pri corn .Afr i ca :m.ov o.r:i.011t 

l nu:nchod by Col o.nol D:.Tvj.d St i r l i nr; i .11 1 949 . I t s --~l t1s 

u.t; a c , on ·i t i ,cn r• J.rlp t o:r all :rncos i n B_·i t i s 1 nul ti.:r ncial 

AJ'.:' .. ica oxcl lHU :r.g t w Union of South Af~'.'i ca . But we nh l not lmov1 

·1heth -.r i t vr.i.21 1.:n1cc ocd o:r fail un:til it hol ds its f i rs ii conf' c ·one o 
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lJ, 
in Tan.r;o.ny:lk i n P :rte 1bo1 of 1 9D • 

'any 
Non it. DEY JO tl1' 1.t/ C .. .nacli ... 11s '11(1 l\!1c:•i..,ru1□ rrlll f'col th· t; { 11 

UC.. 1:10!'0 i ,,.. 00.i a t 

t; :l s , houe rcr , ➔ • 

. frico. riLd her p:i: o l ens i to thoi " worlc poropr;0·l;:. 7o •. 

C IP lni ,., •l lll 

cv011ly bulo..nc, c. . Co· :i.1i ::,m. i s on t;ho off'e:nsi vc ovo:ryo101•0 0:rploi'ti e 
•• he povc:rty t n '"" t i n as a:::; i ons of t1.o pcoplt..s of ·ho 

coun,., .. i 2 • Af1•ica i c t.ho l e.st ,,.:!'oat 

co~1fl :i. ct of i do l o . ...,y • I t -i . th,, font_1c ... tho. • coul t i p t .. G s ca1 c 

olthe i n one d i 1·0 t i n o:r '•he ether . 1.::d a has ln.:rccl y aono . I cl.o 

ot thi nk O.!l. cracy co 11 _ ;m.:r-vi vc . co· .:m.ni:::t v.' cto!'y i n .!~fri 

1:1o·'t:; possi1 l e :ln J\.fri cc. . To m1t'locoivo otLcol vcs ~Jo 11~.\.VO only t loo~ 

b ...,k over the P--- r.rt f i ·i;o -"1 yea.rs to sco h -r;J t o f ace t · -J; J .1:.da llo.o boo 1 

chJ . .nccct "Y appo.rcff'GJ.y t i mposvi b], c ' ictori as . I r tho 

a.nc. :rrnst.:r t i "- r nr1 tho i ntollcc ·;uci.lu , tJ.1 • povor-ty a!l◊" r,- th s s 
-llt,i - r nc i a B:rit.;,.sll 

Qj_ c obtmdo.ntl y prosont i n/ Ai'.:ica todcy. A:n .. 1 • Lllt i - :raci c Africn i s 

t10 oy • o ~ l Af~icn . 

T o onanor "i.;o 001JI1!.u1i .cn i n AfJ'.'ica i i:, tc, ·..:.vo ·i.;llo . ·tr.:.ca11s '"' 

suf fi ci. cm;l y l a. ·e;o s11n c l n c· crr.i.O .r acy f r· then t.o unn ·to li vo and 

f'i .c;ht and., L:' ncooss: ry, c l e f or i t . Thi fJ , I bol vo , ::.n nl y be 

done , i f :l"t i11 ,o 1L clone )cf o:r i•t i n too l nt •, i f i~b.o :aorr Ho1. l d 

t al<:os <- i g hnncl i n shotri nc; t'10 Af :ri cn.tlO the.·· a:enoc:racy i cr 110 ·; , s 
) 

0110 ,J t 'tl c.rn ·uonl t1 h-::ivc it;, t1Ros o1'1T :;t for Eu .. •o.?cana only" . 
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OFflCE OF THE EDITOR 

SATURDAY NIGHT 
TORONTO 1, CANADA 

Sept. 131 1954 

Abrahams: 

Thanks for your kind 

reply to :iey- suggestion that you 

write an article for SATURDAY NIGHT. 

I hope you like the 

magazine and I'm sure our association 

will be mutually profitable. 

Sincerely, 

CGK/J 
~ ?--

c. Gwyn Kinsey 

Peter Abrahams, Esq., 
37 Jessel Drive, 
Loughton, Essex, 
England. 
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De· r • ~r . KinGo:r , 

... 
I n. 1. r-;:i·~., c tl to " ... lt fo:: ~mm: 1ct;tn-, o:2 ·ur;1 1.r.ri; 85 

rrU .. c_ .. t':; jnn ·:; .c'J.C1'C'( r!.c . I oh"1 1 , o:;· , nro , ho on}., •i.;oo 
,1 '"J r ·c. •i;o -, -:!: J. ·(;c Bo. v:t_ i n , :2 r .J ~~'-1U D. ,Y ITIG ,r . 

. c I ar;. not f:..1 il:i. ,-t·r ~-rl"l.;h ;;r ,u.i. ·· o I th · nlc it 
.._ r;ood. :l <. c:., ·t;o uaJ ·;; til 1 i:;11.1·. -.conlcn ~ro1 1 tio,..x ~:;,}_ 1 JO. 1:1:r:Lv . • 
1~•1 i r , · ·•··, 1 r,_i· ·n·~ lil.• ,·J, c ~0n ,,.., J 1""c o·? ,r )l·t.,., J. 1 1 ••n be. ·f' , .. ~o I _J_,., .. ., _ ;.;; J~ ·, ul , ·-'- ·· _(.; .. v( . • , ' · ---<- .,_ 

a~·i; --b01 .t t:10 Px'itj_n.M o t.'.c tctj_c1o . 

C. G ·Iyn Ki nr o:r , . ·,nr1 ., 
En.:,.·;; ..: , M 

1
.•

1URD/ .. Y ·uo:·1i' , 
To1.,on·to 1 , 
CJ ··~' D, . 

• 
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SATURDAY NIGHT 
OFFICE OF 

THE EDITOR 

Peter Abrahams , Esq., 
c/ o Alfred Knopf, Inc., 
501 Madison Avenue, 
New York 22, N. Y., 
U. S. A. 

Dear Mr . Abrahams: 

August 25, 1954 

As the editor of SATURDAY NIGHT, 
whi ch is Canada's only national journal of 
comment and opinion, I hope to enlarge its 
scope and aims, to give our readers the best 
i n thinking and writing - that is why I am 
writing to you. 

Would you be interested in 
contributing an essay of about 1700 words to 
SATURDAY NIGHT? The subject could be -
11 frica - the Uncommitted Continent", or you 

TORONTO 

may prefer t o write something else . I n any case , 
it would find wid readership here. The fee for 
such an arti cle would be $100. 00 . I am sending 
to you under separate cover two recent issues of 
our magazine, i n case you are not familiar with 
it . 

May I hear from you? 

Yours sincerely, 

~y 
C. Gwyn Kinsey 

CGK/J 
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Dear Mr.Abrahams, 

Marika Sherwooli. 

20 Laurier Road, 
London NW5 1SG 

January 30, 1988 

Until a few months aco I only ' knew' you as a fin¢e ana 
much valued novelist. Then when I began workin~ on a 
study of Black peoples and or,anisations in Britain in 
the periot 1938-48, I came across your name a number of 
ti■es. At first I thou~ht that maybe there are two Peter 
Abrahams's in the world; then I thou&}lt I'a better refresh 
my memories of Wreath for Uaomo. Having re-read it; I 

.___r--. ___ realiset that no, _there is only one! 

I have decided to work on this study partly because of al l 
the unused material I have le m. t from Many Struggles, whish 
was printed by Karia Press in 1985 . In that bo ok , researched 
largely to put an end to the myth t h at there was no institutional 
- or other - racism in the UK before the immi~rations of the 
1950s an~ '60s, I l ooked at the whole business of the workers 
bro gEht to the UK from the West Indies during Wor l d War II. 
Before returning to Black hist ory (or rather the h istory of 
raci sm) I thought I would wait for Peter Fryer}' s book t o 
appear, just in case he had taken a deep look at the period 
I had become interestea in . But Peter hasn't , so I thought 
I woul as the period is of great importance, I think , be ~ 
cause of · the Pan African conference of 1945 , the various African 
and Indian organisations a~itatin~ for imdependence/freedom, 
and for the Lea~ue of Coloured Peopl es, which I suppose is 
nnaloguous to the NAACP. 

Do you h av e any papers, journals, etc . remaining from those 
days? Do you know anyone else who might? I am waiting to hear 
from Ghana about Genvge Padm ore's papers - but did Ras Makonnen 
leave at./? Or Dr . Ce ric Belfield Clarke? Or Dr . Peter Milliard? 
Who has Dr.Harold Moody's papers and those of the League of 
Coloured People? Do you know anything of Dr. Welle sley Cole or 
Dr.N . A. Fadipe, a schol ar friend of Dr.Clara&? Or of ~rtf i s 
Jones (Brai thwaite)? Who was Mr. "E Taylor, who founded the 
Negro Welfare Cantr es , and what aid these cent~es do? 

I have spoken with CLR James about those times , but very saaly 
Nelle ' s memory is not as i"resh as it was when I first met him 
some ten years ago, and he has no papers remainin~ at all. (The y 
are scattered among friends in the US and he no longer remembers 
what was left with whom . ) 

ls it a fri~htful intrusion asking you all these questions? 
Will you help me in my quest? 
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U, .. ~ersity of London 
DEPARTMENT OF RA-MURAL STUDIES 
26 Russell Square 
LONDON WCIB 5DQ 
England 

F. __, 

-, Mr . P-a . er Abrahams, 
---s.L - Faber~ Faber, 
Q u'ee.:Q!3 Square , 
London·,WC 1 

'"' 

11 c_ov.o 8 A 
,, 

rzeo MIL-L'S P. o,. 
~ J\-f;-'i D£E i/\.~ . 

{I' A-W\ l'1"'"i ( 1\ W -:c_ 
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Dear Mr. Abrahams, 

46, Elmwo od , 

Welwyn Garden City, 

Hert s . 

18th August, 1960. 

I am writing to you on the suggestion of Col i n 

Le gum. A friend of mine, George Delf, ha s been a sked 

by Victor Go llanc z to write a 60,000 word biography of 

Jomo Kenyatta. Mr Delf was, until this re quest, the 

editor of 'The Colonial Times' in Nairobi and tells me 
to be 

that the boo~ is likely / sympathetic t o Kenya tta. 

George has asked me to talk with peo ple in this 

country who knew Kenyatta when he was he r e - in particula r, 

of course, his English wife. I unders t and fr om Colin t w t 

you knew him well during this period, and would be able 

to put me in touch with those of hi.s friends who a re still 

in Britain,. 

I would be mos t gr a tef ul for any assist ance you can 

give me in this way. I ho pe you won't consider me impertin 

-ent if I ask for this to be donias soon as po ssible.Colin 

has adv i sed Gollancz that The questi on of Kenyat t a's release 

is likely to come to a head in March, and this has determined 

the choice of the publicati on date. As a result, the manu­

scri pt ha s to be completed by early November. 
Your s sincerely, 

~~~-
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Mr . Peter Ab rahams , 

c/ o 'The Economist', 

KINGSTON, 

J A I.f A I C A. 

1••• .. • ••••••• • • ••••••••••• • .. ••• • •••• • •no,ouoo ouoooooooUoOO•oo• O• ••••o•ooo o•,o•••• ••••••• • no•u••••••••••••••••••••••• • •••••• •• t ••• u•••••••••••••"'• • ••••• •••••••••••• . +--Second fold here ~ 

Sender's name and address : ......... J.o.n f.'l..:t.b.1?:.D. ... S..i.lY..eY ................... . 

.................. 46 ..... Elmwood .......................................... • ............ . 

..... W.e.lWY.D ..... G§..t !J.fl.+l ....... QJ.t .Y. .. , .................... . 

Hert s . 

AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY 

ENCLOSURE ; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGE1 

OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 

I 
............................................. 
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SIMON AND SCHUSTER, INC. 
publishers 

• : . R0CKEFE!-,LER CENTER, 630 Fifth Avenue, New York 20 • CABLE ADDRESS Essandess • TELEPHONE Circle 5-6400 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
37 Jessel Drive 
Debden , Laughton 
Essex, En land. 

Dear ' r . Abrahams: 

Se tember 17, 1956 

I have just inisbed reading A WREATH, FOR UDOMO and felt the need 
to write you , as a ublisher who sees perhaps too man books and 
too man manuscri ts , and tell you of the exce tional qualit of 
your book . I think you have succeeded in doine what so seriously 
needed doing in a time when milli ons of words fail even to su gest 
the extraordinary thing that is A rican nat ionalism, both on a 
subjective and an objective level . You are a superb , beautiful 
writer , and I look forv1ard I th profound anti cipation to the next 
book . 

Should you come here, would you call me so that _perhaps we can break 
bread together . 

Sincerely yours , 

Rudo S. Globus 

RSG•JC 
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Cher Ami, 

SOCIETE AFRICAINE DE CULTURE 

11 PRESENCE AFRICAINE'' 

42, rue Descartes - PARIS• 

Paris, le 25 Mai, 1960 

Par lettre en date du 19 Avril, nous vous avons sou.mis le 
projet de modifications au preambule de nos statuts conformement 
~u.x suggestions de personnali tes de l 10NU, siegeant a New York. 

Nous avons pense que le statut consultatif aupres de 
l 10NU nous serait utile a 1 1heure ou les ho:ihmes de culture de 
l, 1Afrique du Sud connaissent une situation particulierement in­
quietante et nous demandent souvent ce que nous pouvons faire 
pour eu.x. 

Aussi vous serions-nous obliges de bien vouloir nous don­
~er votre accord pour ces modifications. Une simple lettre nous 
suffirait. 

Les delais sont tels que si nous retardions nos demarches 
de deu.x mois, notre dossier ne pourrait ~tre examine que dans un 
~n. Aussi, dans le cas ou nous n 1aurions pas re9u votre reponse 
qans un mois nous nous autoriserons a considerer que vous ~tes 
~avorable aces modifications . . 

Veuillez agreer, Cher Ami, 1 1assurance de nos sentiments 
les meilleurs. 

Secr~t;8,i :re General de la SAC. 
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AFRICAN SOCIETY OF CULTURE 
"PRESENCE AFRICAINE" 

42, rue Descartes - PAR IS v0 

Dear Friend: 

The various resolutions of the second Congress of Negro Writers 
and Artists (Rome, March 1959) have traced for us a program of work 
on which we invite your participation. 

Within the normal framework of this research, "Presence Afric?,ine" 
official organ of the Africa in Society of Culture, has drawn up, under 
the direction of the Executive Committee of the Society, a program 
of action which will extend until the date of the next Congress. F9ur 
principal sections have been constituted in order to facilitate the 
editing of the Review, but without any intention of imposing rigid or 
paralyzing restrictions. These foiu· sections of the editorial set-up 
correspond to the four principal Committees at the Rome Congress : • 
Literature, Human and Political Science, Pure and Applied Science,~. 

Our wish is to link t he content of our Review more and more ciosely 
with the evolution of the count:iries of the Negro World, so that, on 
the cultural plane, we may contribute to the progress that is being 
realized on the political, economic, and social levels. Thus we sh~ll 
attain a dual objective: that of serving this progress in a concre~e 
manner, but also of encouraging our men of culture to base their r~­
search on the eff orts of our peoples. 

1) Literature 

The enclosed letter will enable you to note that we intend to · 
create an extensive program of informat ion and research in this field, 
in line with the conclusions reached at the Rome Congress: Unity of 
Negro-African Culture and responsibilities cf our writers. ' 

2) Human and Political Science 

In this area, we mu.st take into account the evolution of African 
countries, an evolution that can be briefly described by two key-wprds: 
Independence and Unity. 

Our Review must assemble, organize, publicize all the movements, 
all the realizations which tend toward this aim. In this connectio~ we 
are submitting to you an enclosed letter-questionnaire, certain aspects 
of which will, we hope, claim your attention. :· 

3) As for the Committees on the~, and Pure or Applied Sciences, 
we shall soon send you some suggestions for contributions. In orde~ to 
set up the program of t he Rey iew in these two fields, we would be grate­
ful if you would indicate t o us all t he data which impress you as peing 
important. 

We hope, dear friend, that these letters will initiate a regular 
collaboration between all men of culture in the Negro World, and W$ 
beg you to accept our best wishes. • 

Secretary-General of S.A.C. 
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AFRICAN SOCIETY OF CULTURE 
11 PRESENCE AFRICAI NE " 

42, rue Descartes - PJhq r s v0 

COMMITTEE ON LITERATURE 

In the Literature Section, the program of work has been planned 
as follows 

1) Organization of an ac t ive network of correspondence between our 
friends from all countries and t he editorial staff of the Review, 
so as to provide for each issue of Presence Africaine: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

News of the literar y life of t he correspondent's country and 1 

a bibliography of publications appea1~ing in that country since 
the previous issue of the Review, with information concerning 
editors, translators, authors, etc. 

Information on all cultural projects within the framework of 
resolutions adopted at the Rome Congress, which have been 
dertaken either by the Government, official organs, or by 
individuals or private concerns. 

un-, 

Collaboration of men of culture in each country on the prepa­
ration of our Dictionary of Men of Culture of the Neg1~0 World, 
one a1~ticle of which will henceforth appear in each issue Of 
Presence Africaine. The list of authors whose works and life 
will be studied must be approved by the Executive Committe~ of 
S.A.C. It will devolve upon men of culture in each country to 
contribute by preparing the articles. 

In countries concerned, the revising of texts in vernacula r 
languages and translations of these texts (in French, English, 
Spanish), so that by their publication we may help to stimulate 
the development of vernacular literat ures. Short texts will be 
published immediately, after approval by the Committee of 
Presence Africaine, since it is agreed that t he final objective 
is the widest possible diffusion of t he great lyric, epic cir 
philosophical works of the vernacular literatures. 

Documented studies on projects undertaken in this field of 
vernacular literatur e by Governments, official organs, or pri­
vate sour ces (publications 9 inf orma tion centers, radio, etc.). 

We t herefore ask your very special collaborat ion on these matters 
which are related t o our common program of getting to know the Negro 
World. All suggestions will be useful to us in this area. 

2) The Editors of the Review have also prepar ed a plan of work 
(consisting of articles and editorials) on the ques t ions stressed at 
the Rome Congress. 

a) Language Problems: 

- Evolution of traditional litera t ures a s r esult of contact with 
the moder n world 

- Problems of corI' . .rnunication be t ween the various linguistic zones 
- New literary genres or development of traditional literary 

genres (novel, poem, essay, etc.) 
- African forms of the theater. 

. .. I, .. 
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With respect to each of these points, we should be happy t~ 
reeeive information regularly on the me thod of handling the ques­
tion in each country, along with basic studies, ess~ys, and sigp.i­
ficant works. 

b) Responsibilities of men of culture 

1fays in which men of culture are participating in the pro­
gress of their country 
Moral implications of this participation 

- Cultural bases of the Unity of the Negro World 
- Es1?ays 

We especially call attention to the need for all men of culture 
in the Negro World to reflect upon the real bases of their civili­
zation. In this connection, the-use and development of the literary 
form ·commonly termed "Essay" should be vigorously encourageg., without, 
howwever, attempting to limit this f orm stylistically. • 

We believe that a dialogue between all men of culture, published 
by Presence Africaine and -within the framework of the objectives set 
by t:ne Rome Congress, can only strengthen our cultural foundation, 
and provide a veritable impetus for our political and social 

. realizations. 

. ·,· We . trust ·that · you will be willing to participate in th:i..s 
to show this letter to all men of culture in ~youl' ·com.nn.l.nity; 
reply to us about our program, and to specify those area~ of 
program in which . the Revie~ may expect your coll~boration. 

work 
to 
the 

P .S. Address yo\U' reply to: -_ Editorial Board- of Pre.pence- Afric~ine ·· · 

ColllJllittee on ~i terature -~ 

• 
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AFRICAN SOCIETY OF CULTURE 
"PRESENCE AFRICAINE" 

42, rue Descartes - PARIS v0 

COMMITTEE ON HlWJAN AND POLITICAL SCIENCE 

In t he Cammi ttee on Human and Poli ticaX Science, the proposed 
worl program is as follows : 

I - Independence_and Unity 

A) A few obstacles to be overcome 

Balkanization 
- Under-development 

-• - Multiplicity of vernacular languages 
- Linguistic zones of communication and their separati'on 

(French, English, Spanish, P:r,rtuguese) 
- South Af rica • 
- External economic and cultural pressures 

We -realize that each of these problems, which one. often presents 
as irj.surmontable difficulties, can pe r apidly solved. -and by ~our peo­
:ples themselves. In your country are there r ealizations, programs, 

- studies on these questions? Have you personnaly done :t•esearch on 
them or are you preparing to do so? ---- · -- ----, --- · 

B) Conditions of Independence and Unity inscribed in the past or our 
countries. 

-If it is true t hat t he Independence and Unity of Africa are inse­
parable, it is likewise true that they must be acheived according 
to the natural evolution of our history, not according to artificial 
plans . or plans imposed from the outside. In this perspective, our 
labors in Human Sciences can render invaluable aid to the mowt modern, 
t he mpst urgent political, economic, and social realizations\ This 
consideration requires new approaches on the part of our scholars to 
the various hranches of research. Scientific ob:iectivity can here 
be allied with an increasingly specif ic reflectf.onon the spirit and 
method which will proceed from the practice of t hese -sciences by 
African scholars. 

l) Histor..,y: - Revision and systematization of oral tradition and 
experimental knowledge of the Africans. Translation of eplc poems 
arid interpretation of biographies. Original interpretation of classic 
archives. 

I_I) Sociology - Study of the traditional structures in their 
-pre~ent dynamism and extension. Adaptation of----these structures to the 
• equilibrium of the Negro-African World. • 

The social structure: profound significance of its hierarchies 
its ways of life, and of its transformations. Foundations of economic 
and social solidarity, as well as l and policy. 
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Family structure : Study of the notion of relationship (stem­
ming from a common ancestor), of the extended or limited family; of 
polygamy or monogamy . 

Traditional arts --: Their links with metaphysics, their socia l 
functions. Reasons for their debasement or flowering. 

Traditional education: Its hierarchic and initiatory c~aracter. 
Advantages ·and disadvantanges. 

III) Linguistic - Search for relationship between diverse Afri-
3 .• 

can languages . 

C) Present conditions that determine t he struggle for Independence 
and Unity. 

Scientific disciplines a~e intima tely linked a t t h is stag~ of 
research. We f eel that, here again, t he classic divisions bet¥een 
sociology, etnography, etc. are likely to undergo new formula:~ ions. 

l) The Crisis.:_ Nercaritile economy, monetary regime, indu§:ltria ­
lization have upset traditional structures , transformed the l~nd po­
licy, modified demographic oquilibrium. 

The school has confused individual and collective psyc~ology. 

Imported religions have reacted on the concept of the family, 
interpersonal relations, and t he traditional n1etaphysics. •• 

Finally, new forms of political life, hastening the degradation 
of certain structures, rejuvenating others, have given a new appea­
rance to the Negro-African World. 

II) the Opt ions 
Political Science will examine the possibility of ada,pting 

traditional structure.s to the modern cond.i tions of political life; 
will study the problems of political parties, their relations with 
the masses, t he ir mutual rela tionshi ps , arn:L t:1e ir dynamic content; 
will study the f orms of democra cy suitable to Independent States; 
will define t he means of attaining real independence; f inally~ will 
choose between the possible formulas of association: national 
government, regiona l government or pan-Africanism. 

Economics will tackle the basic p~ blem of under-deve~opment 
in orcier to define it, investigate it, indicate its characteristics 
and initiate solutions. 

The development of countries polit ica lly liberated will be 
envisaged in a :perspect i ve that will l ead t hem to a real econbmic 
independence which , without _:Lsolating them, will free them from 
servitude to the doinina'nt economies. -

Raising t he standard of living without forming privil~ged 
_classes and without wholesale destruction of basic economic 

_structures. 

. .. I . .. 
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Ethnography and lingu.is t ics, f inally, will contribute, 
a ccording to their means, t o the r ealization of our i ndependence 
and unity. Over and beyond r a cia l and linguis t ic balkanisat ion, 
they will study t he r eciprocal influence of r a ce and linguistics, 
and the adaptation of l anguage to philosophical, scientific, and 
modern technical concept s . 

III) - Realizations . 

W.e are . Erwaiting yom .. ~ articles and studies on the subjects 
listed above, but still another form of collab oration is pos~ible . 
You can send us studies t hat have already been published. Send us 
informat ion about off icia l or private rea l i zations or activities: 
study centers, congres s es , debat es. One point seems especially im­
portant: the establishment of chairs in the universities of t he 
new independent s tat es . 1:Je should like to know their program, · to 
have an analysis of the i r me thod of funct ioning, and of the ~esults 
obta ined, along wi t h, i f pos s ible, syllabi or series of lectures on 
the subjects in question, in order that we may eventually consider 
editing and publishing them. 

I n short, you are t o be t he links between us and t he countries 
in which you live. Thus, everything t hat i s accomplished there, 
along the lines that we have i ndicated , may be brought to light 
thanks t o an act ive and reciprocal collaboration. 

Send your replies t o Presence Afr i ca ine, Committee on Human and 
Pol itica l Science . 
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SOUIETE EUDOPEE~~E DE UULTUDE 

VE~ISI~ • Pla ■ sa S. llareo, 32 (Pr•earatie l\luove) • Tel. :SOZ:10 

Venise, le 19 janvier 1960. 
le .<ecrctalre general 

Monsieur, 

Je viens de recevoir votre lettre du 
13 courant dont je vous remercie vivement. 
Je regrette moi aussi tres sincerement qu'il 
ne vous soit pas possible de prendre part a 
la rencontre qua nous organisons, mais je oom­
prends fort bien vos r aisons. Comma nous nous 
proposons de preparer aussi a l'avenir des 
reunions semblables, j'espere qu'une autre 
occasion se presentera pour votre participa­
tion. 

Permettez-moi d 'inclure une lettre 
que je vous avais adressee en septembre et qui 
nous a eta retournee. Je pourrais attendre 
votre article jusqu'a la fin du mois de fe­
vrier. 

Veuillez croire, Monsieur, a l'assu­
r ance de ma haute consideration. 

Monsieur Peter Abrahams 
The West Indian Economist 
164-6 Harbour Street 
KINGSTON, Jama1que 
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SOUIETE EIJHOPEENNE DE fJIJLTIJRE 

Ven l II e, PI o lll lll o S. 111 ore o, S 2 ( Pro e urn t I e l\l u owe), Te I. 3 O . . 2 '.I O 

Venise , le 8 decembre 1959 . 

President 
GIOVANNI PONTI 

Vice-Presidents Monsieur , 
ANTONY BABEL 

THEODOR BR UGSCH 

FRAN<;OIS MAURIAC 

LEWIS MUMFORD 

EUSTACE M. W. TILLY ARD 

Secretaire general 
UMBERTO CAMPAGNOLO 

D' accord avec la Societe africaine de culture et ayant 
l ' appui d ' institut i ons et de personnalites politiques , culturelles 
et religieuses , notre Societe prepare une rencontre d ' hommes capables 
de representer avec autorite les cultures de l ' Afrique noire et de 
l ' Occident , dans le but de contribuer a une comprehension et a une 
collaboration plus feconde entre les peuples des deux civilisations . 

La rencontre se tiendra autour du 20 fevrier 1960 , a Rome , 
et durera trois jours . Ouverte par deu.x conferences publiques (qui 
nous sont deja assurees) , l ' une de · • Fran9ois auriac et l'autre 
de Tu . Leopold Sedar Senghor , elle se poursuivra dans des entretiens 
prives , ou une trentaine d ' invites , provenant d ' Afrique , d ' Amerique 
et d ' Europe , discuteront en toute liberte les questions posees par 
le but de la rencontre. Parmi ces invites , je puis , polll' mieux pre­
ci ser le carac t ere des entretiens , citer les noms de A. Schweitzer , 
J . Price- ars , A. fa lraux , A. Paton, K. Barth, A . ·'oravia , J . P. 
Sartre , R. Wright , R. Maran , S. Quasimodo , L. Aragon , A. Cesaire , 
Graham Greene , L. Hughes , Pere Dubarle , J . Huxley , I . Ehrenbourg, 
K. A. Busiah, J . Rabemananjara , Houphouet-Bqign ·, Pere E. Huddleston ..• 

Nous avons ici l ' honneur de vous demander si vous accepte­
riez de participer aces entretiens . La Societe europeenne de culture 
offrira a ses invites une indemnite de voyage et l ' hospitalite . 

Nous vous saurions gre de vouloir bien nous faire parvenir 
le plus promptement possible votre reponse de princi pe , pour nous fa­
ciliter l ' organisation de la reception et des debats . L ' invitation 
formel le et le programme detaille vous seront envoyes des que nous 
aurons forme la liste complete des participants . 

Veuillez agreer , onsieur , avec les remerciements pour la 
bienveillante attention que vous preterez a cette lettre , l ' assurance 
de ma haute consideration . 

• 

'l ~ 
(Umberto Campagnolo) 

Monsieur Peter Abrahams 
c/o Faber and Faber Limit ed 
24, Russell Square 
LONDON w. c.1 
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SOCIETE AFRICAINE DE CULTURE 
PRES3~C3 A Il IC I NS 

Dea r Sir , 

PARIS /e J.?-DlJ½:f, ....... .. J §t., ...... I 9 59 
2006/ C 

1·1r . Pe t er 3~ AH -IS 
Editor of t he Pape r 
Na t ional Party 
KI NGSTOI1 

Jama ica 

We ver y s i ncerely wi sh t ha t you i gh t ge t the poss i ility to 
wri te a pape r for t he second Con2r ess of Negro Writer s and rt i s t s 
_or i ns t a nc e , on t he followi ng sub ject : 

The NOVEL A3D I TS E:?O~jJLJI L I 'l' I ~s ~ :3:} _ DI NG 

1) R01:A:-3SQU STYLE 
2 ) 1H~ SPI ATIONS O AFRIC N PEOPLES 

Or any othe r s t ject a t your conveni ence , a ccordi ng to t he 
enera l s c1eme of the Congr e ss and t e diffe r ent Circul a r s wh ich 

you ce r ta inl y a lready r eceived , a nd we a r e aga in s en .i ng unde r 
separ at e cover . 

Pl ease coul d you l et us know urcentlv this paper coul d r each 
us befo_e the end of februa r y . 

We do hope that will be pos s ible and r e .i n , Dea r Sir 

Ve r y Sync erely ours 

The Secre t a riat of t he S. A. C. 

{i. l,fr,liliJ.?JIUil'l!fflt;\tiK-'t~~~~!,:~:9J;f~ -!~ -.3 ~,.,.~.;,,.'.] ' C . p. p A RI s I 5 . 2 3 2 • 74 

~ .iue Descartes, PAB.IS-V• 
T61. ootoN 6HSI 
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SOUTH .AFRICAN INSTITUTE OF , RACE RELATIONS. W. 0 .219 . , . 

.Transvalia Building - 21 St·i ·emens Stre-et - Braamf-ontEfirr. 
Johannesburg. 

President: Dr. Ellen Hellmann. 

Director: Quin tin Whyte. 

Mr . Peter Abrahams, 
37, Jessel Drive·, 
Lough ton, 
Essex, 
E N G L AN D. 

Dear Peter, 

. 
Telephones: 
Telegrams : 
P.O.Box 97. 

44-4360/8/9' 
11UBUNTU" 
JOHANNESBtJRq . . ,. 

·, 
3rd August, 1954. 

You may, or may not, be surprised to get a letter fD,om ~e under the 
. above heading. Perhaps Tony told you about me. I have been w:i~h tpe 

Institute since February this year. 

Peter, we have written separately to the Editor, "International 
Affairs", to ask permission to republish ;in our "Race R~lationa Journal" your 
excellent article on the "Conflict of eui;ture in Africa" in the July 
"International Affairs". But it's also ·been suggested that as I know you 
(will you ever forget that trip to the ai'rport?) I should write to you 
personaily, because you (it is stated ) dilsapprove of the Institute. You 
apparently consider it a "bar to the prog.ress of the Non-European peoples". 

i , ., 

Look, , chum! Far from actively· barring any people or any person, 
our trouble is that too many people don't know what the heck we do ! In 
point of fact, ~hat we have done in the past• 25 years is to jnvestigate just 
the things that you yourself have condemned in your books. • 

We have investigated such things as:- Do Non-Europeans get enough 
food with what they are paid? What sort of places do they live in? How 
many Africans can read and write? Having found the facts, we publish them, 
and through that, quite a lot of action has been taken . All right: not 
enough; we both know that; but that is 'nt our fault! We publish the facts 
and it is for other people to take the action . 

And therefrom stems your misconception. I had this same argument 
with Tony a few months1 ago_. ·He said, in. effect,: :1w_e publishes! two stories -
the Bethal story and the story of how Henry went to jail for four days; and 
immediately we got something don~. What do you do?" 

The answer is that we do substantially the same thing - finding out 
the truth - only in a ·differen·t - way. As you, obviously, from your article, 
are well aware , there are two sides to every question; and in this country, 
one of the sides is occupied by the Government. We can get co~operati on from 
Government departments which "Drum" could never get; and that is useful in 
digging out what the newspapers will persist in calling "the true facts" . 
Collaboration does not mean we agree with them; it just means we play it 
easy - and get results that way. "]rum" has its way; we have ours. We both 

have/ ••• 
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have a part to play i n what the left-wing boys would call "The struggle". 

Ce--rtainly some of our recent pronouricements, particularly our 
le.\te:i· -~9 :q_~ alan, have bee~, as they say :",on the · nose" . I don't see how 
you could possibly see bars to Non-European progress in them on the contrary, 
rather the .reverse. . r-, •• i , 

wc,rds of 
allow us . 

I • ,, 

All th~s i~ simply to indicate that· I think the Institute, in the 
"1066 And. All That" is "A Good Thing" and I do hope that you will 
to. republish your article . 

I hope all goes well with you and yours • . In retrospect, I realise 
that that journey to the airport must have been even m~re.cnerve-racktng for 
you than it was for me (and it was, believe mel ) but I got yo~ .. there in one 
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piece ' (just ·!) which, P im'~gfne, is· the final 
1 ' 

I have, sir, the honour ·to be, 
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r t-tn 1'1VIUII n 1 1, 11 1 n •., 

MR. ·PETER ABRAHAMS, 

3 7 JE.SSEL DRIVE, 

LOUGHTO~, ESSEX, 

E N Cf L A N :b. -

t-

IF ANYTHING IS ENCLOSED T~IS LETTER-' 
WILL BE_-SENT BY ORDIN~RY MAIL 
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• 

.AFRICAN WRITERS WHO'S WHO 

1956 1957 

212 Mendi Rd., 
New Brighton, 

PORT ELIZABETH 

17th August,1956. 

h-w fief;;,, ~at~ 

,.zr~ ~ 
Dear Sir/Madam, 

I wish to inform you that I am now compiling 
a book of short Biographies of African Authors ~nd Journalists to 
b e published early next year. 

All African writers and journalists are requested 
to send to the Editor of this book copies of their Biographies 
(to be written in the third person in English) and accompanied by 
their postcard size photographs on or before the 30th ~ tae~ ,1956. 

N o~lfM61R 

Since the expense of producing such a book will 
b e very high, it has been decided that no complimentary copies shall 
be issued to anyone. The price of the book is expected to be about 
5/6d. or 7/6d. per copy. 

I am, therefore, asking you to assist me in 
maKing this effort a real success by sending to me your life-story 
and photograph as soon as possible. 

Yours faithfully, 

_j . J.;r h'/,---
G. SOYA MAM.A.. 
(Editor & Publisher). 
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JfareparypHo - XYAOlKeCTBeHHhIH 

fl 06ll\eCTBeHHO - IIOJIHTHqecKHH 

mypHaJI 

r -Hy ilMTepy A6~axaMcy 
"{MHrCTOH 1 J Mai11rn 

M ocKsa, B-17, fi11THHl.(Kall y J1., 41 

B 3-51-47 

.I 

I'''). ,y 

Mr.Peter Abrahams 

Spotlight Newsmagazd.ne 

9-5 Harbour- s -r. f , ·· • 1 4 • , ""'. - ·-- ·- · --:-::, • ·M· . . ,, .1E1 • ' '· ' , I 
. . , - ,- _ . • , . • 1..i • -I 

- - --- -- ,..,.. •• _.-.!-
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STEW ART-JOHNSON & ASSOCIArrES LTD. 

97B Church Street, Kingston, Jomoico, W. 1. 

Mail P.O. Box 4 - Telephone 5556 (5 Lines) 

Mra P eter Ab ra h a ms , 
Th e We st In d ian Eco n omi st , 
164 Harbour S t . , 
Ki n g sto n a 

Dear Mra Abr a h a ms , 

I Ad,,,,,,;,,, 

1 0t h J a n uar y , 1963 

Th i s i s j ust to remin d y ou of y ou r p ro mise 

t o s en d co py f or a Newsl etter f o r Re g inald Ait k en td . 

Kin dly d o wh at y o u can in t h i s conne ction as e a r ly a s p o s ­

sib l e a 

AAG/m b 

Yours ver y tr uly , 

TEWAR1~ , S~ 

ANTHONY A . GAJ.,rn_ I LL 
Accoun t Ex ecuti v e o 
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THOMAS NELSON & SONS LTD, PUBLISHERS 
LONDON EDINBURGH PARIS MELBOURNE JOHANNESBURG TORONTO NEW YORK 

Telephone : HYDe Park 8351 

Telegrams: Thonelson Audley London 

Cables : Thonelson London W. I 

Peter Abrahams , Esq ., 
Coyaba , 
Red Hills P . O. , 
St . Andrew , 
Jamaica, West Indies o 

Dear Peter , 

36 PARK ST REET 
PARK LANE 

LONDO N W.l 

8th July , 1964. 

Mien Mr . F . L . Sangster was over here , he suggested 
that you might be interested in writing a biography of 
Sir Alexander Bustamante if commissioned by us to do s m. 

We shall be very happy to make proposals if you are 
interested as I tried last year unsucces s fully to start a 
book of this kind . 

With k ind regards to the family , 

Yours sire erely , 

Eo M. Milne 
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THOMAS NELSON & SONS LTD. 
Sender's name and address : . ....... ..... . .. . ... ......... .. . ........ .... .. ....... . ...... . ..... . .......... .. ..• 

36 PARK STREET, ............................................................................................. ... 
PARK LANE, 

.,... .... •••••e••••• .. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••· 

LONDON, W. 1. 

AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY l 
ENCLOSURE; IF ITDOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED 

OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 

The 'APSLEY' Air Letter 
A John Dickinson Product 

Form approved by Postmaster General No.-71995 / IZ 

+-Second fold here_. 

·········································---~~··················-······················································---

AIR LETT 
AEROGRAMMB 

.... ........ ... Pete.r .... Abrahams ., .... Esq·. ·'- ··················· .............................. . 
Coyaba , 

... .. .... ........ ............. ...... ························································ ··········· ... · .............. . 
Red Hills P . O., 

•••• •• •••u••••••••••• • • •• • • ••• ••••••• •••• • • •••• ••••••• • ••• •u•••••••••••••••••••n•••• .. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

St . Andr ew , 
J AMAICA, WEST INDIES . 
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25th June , 1962 . 

Plese forgive the delay in replying to your letter of 
June 4, but I am working under very gre , t pressure t the 
mo en t . 

I would h~ve loved to undert ke your assignment but un­
fortun tely I nm so very he vily committed t presen t that I 

fraid th t I vlill not be ble to do justice to such c n 
import8nt subject. I lso committed to n enormous amount 
of r dio work f or indepentlence and I mu t lso do as ecial 
tory on Jamaica for the American m gazine "Holid y" . 

I would , however, like to suggest two pos·ible al tern tives 
if ybu h ve not al_e dy mcde other a range ents . First , I 
would suggest Mr . A. L. Hendri~ks, the Gener al en ger of the 
J -~1ca· o de sting Corporation,. ~who- • s himself a poet nd who 
i s gre tly interested in the cultural life of J A. • ica. r . 
Hen dri~ks is lso the chair m n of the Government ftr ts dvisory 
Council . He will be in Lon d<n sometime next week with t he 
J mcican mission led by Sir Alexnder Bustamante . So you 
could con t ct hi when he r rives . 

My se cond suegestion i s Mr. Cedric Lindo who is the B. B. C. 
represent tive in J ica nd who is s kn owledgeable about 
West Indi n Art ~nd Literature PS .nybody else I kn ow in the 
regi on . r . Lindo nd r . Hendri~ks, inciden tally, nre com-
iling an of fici Bl anthology of J mai can Li t erature to cele­

br te inde endence . I shall write the introduction to this 
enthology. 

I am very sorry i ndeed no t to be n le to un der t ke this 
s signI:,ent yself. 

PA/ul . 

Mr . P. J . R. Har i ng , 
Editor, 
The Times , 
London E. C. 4., 

n g l nd . 

Yours sincerely, 

Peter t br hn s . 
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"' 

THE ~ TIMES 
1785 

THE TIMES PUBLISHING COMPANY, LIMITED 
PRINTING HOUSE SQUARE 

LONDON, E.C.4 
TELEPHONE: CENTRAL 2000 

June 4, 1962. 

Jamaica, as you know, will become an independent State on Monday, August 6 
and to mark the occasion The Times will publish a Special Supplement on Friday, 
August 3. 

I am inviting Sir Alexander Bustamante, Mr. Macmillan and the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies to contribute short messages for the Supplement and sub­
jects discussed in articles will include the people of Jamaica, the island's 
agriculture, industry and external trade, foreign relations and others. 

After discussing the Supplement at the office of the Commiss ioner for the 
West Indies, British Guiana and British Honduras in London, I am now writing to 
ask if you will undertake one of the most important articles; this is an account -
1,100 words in length - of Jamaica's recent achievements in painting, writing and 
other cultural activities, ihcluding,if there is space and you think fit, such 
fields as architecture, book publishing and the press. 

I very much hope that you will agree to write this article, for which I am 
offering a fee of twenty guineas. If you will, may I have it here, please, not 
later than Friday, July 6? 

I should be most grateful for the loan of any photographs - or the suggest­
ion of sources from which they could be obtained - tha t could be used to illust-

rate this article, ~~ () 

I -~R. ~ 
P.J.R. Harding ' 

Editor, Special Supplements. 

Mr. Peter Abrahams, 
West Indian Economist Trust Ltd., 
164/166 Harbour Street, 
Kingston, 
Jamaica. 
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