Peter Abrashsms
Coyaba

P,0.Box 20
Red Hills

St. Andrew,

December 16, 1987.

Dear Wr. Hampersad,

Beceuse you ( or my dear Ruth) omitted the
‘Red Hills' from the address your letter of November
24 has only just arrived after roving 211l over the
hills of St. Andrew with its multitude of small post
offices.

. I was indeed very fond of Langston Hughes end
greatly respected his integrity and generosity of
gpirit. We met perhaps three or four times whenever
I was in New York and of course we telked and taslked
and talked; and we kept imn touch in the usual ways -
exchenging books, messages through mutuel friends or
people we wantea the other one .to meet sand know.
There are a few notes and at least one taping somewhere
emong my pepers, which I intend to use in an essay
on Langston, Richard Wright and Jemes Baldwin (whom
we have just lost) and seme of the problems they
feced as bleck writers writing for essentially white
- audiences, I think .the business of writing for "en
outside" audience, not the audience thet could be
described as your own, has created some strange and
difficult and delicate problems which, in the end,
only Langston overceme., He, more than anyone else
I knew or know among black writers finally eerned 2
his daily bresd from writing for his own black audiehce
his own people., Which, I think, made him freer
spirituelly and psychologically of the inhibiting
and crippling burden of having to earn the approval
of 'the man' to be accepted 2s a good writer. This
is just an idea of what's on my mind and I'm not sure
it will be of much help to you. I cen't do anymore
within tlie constraints of your deadline and my own
commitments; but it might interest you to know I will
be writing about Lengston Hughéb end these matters
in the not too distant future... Herry Sions, who-
was the Editorial Director a2t Holidey in the 60s
and who was with Doubleday when I wes in touch with
him lest, might be able to help you with the photo-
greph,.

Best wishes with your enterprise.

Yogrs sincerely

Peter Ahrahama



Arnold Rampersad
94 RIMVERSIDE DRIVE, APT. 4-D
’ NEW YORK, N.Y. 10024
2120 BB 38

Movember 24, 1987

Mr. Peter Abrahams
"Coyaba"

Box 20

St. Andrew, JAMAICA

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

I hope this letter finds vou well, Ruth Jett was kind
enough to give me your address.

I am writing in connection with a biography ©f Langstaon
Hughes on which I have been working for the past few vears. Last
year, Volume I appeared from Oxford in New Yeork. Late next vear
I hope to bring out Volume II.

I would very much like to hear from you about vyour
relationship with Langston Hughes. 1t seems to me, from what
research I have been able to do% that he clearly valued and
respected you and vour work, and that you held him in high
regard. I would love to know abeout yvout first meeting with him,
and subsequent meetings, and any special stories that might be of
interest to the readers of a bisgraphy.

I am also interested in a photograph of LH standing high
over Fifth Avenue in Wount Morris Park that appeared in vyour
Holiday magazine articlewnof 1960 on Harlem. All the copies of
the magazine I h@ave 'seen are in a pretty poor state for reprinting
of the photograph+., Do you have a copy that vou could lend me, or
make a copy (at my expense, of course) and send me?

I have perhaps six weeks in which to make additions to my
text, so although I am sure that the approaching season will be
busy for vyou, I would very much appreciate it if you can respond
to me at vour earliest convenience.

Yours sincerely,

A rstokappit

Arnold Rampersad



ATITRMATITL

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION,

TELEGRAMS: “INSPED."

TELEPHONE: 58581.

THE INSPECTORATE,
P.O0. BOX 3568,

e o BLRED ... KAMPALA, UGANDA.
Mr. Peter Abrahams, 17th August, 1972
Red Hills,
P.0. St. Andrews,
Jamaica,

WEST INDIES
Dear Mr. Abrahams,

Although you are now a long way away, you are
probably aware that yournovels are regularly set for examination
by the East African Examination Council. This year at the ord-
inary level, and next year, "Mine Boy" is on the syllabus : it
has always been a popular novel in this country and the entry
forms for this year's examination prove it still to be so.

I have recently joined this Inspectorate and started a series
of posters to be distributed to all our schools, one poster on
each of the set-books. There is a large, striking illustration
together with a fair amount of text made up of criticism and
comment on the work. The aim of each poster is to stimulate
pupils and teachers to a better understanding and greater enjoy-
ment of the work they are studying : 'guides' on each text are
available in bookshops, but they often seem to do the very
opposite of what we are aiming for.

I have been find material from among the well-known critics,
and also asking some of our teachers for short articles to in=-
clude: I have also ventured to write to the authors themselves.
You will easily realise that however interesting and stimulating
the comments of critics may be, an article by the author himself,
specially written for our pupils, is going to have a far greater
effect and be much more appreciated.

I am therefore taking the liberty of writing to ask if you
will help us with material for the poster on '"Mine Boy" by
writing me an item for it. It would be presumptuous of me to
suggest what you should write, but some item, whether it be on
plot, character or theme, would be of the greatest value. As it
is now many years since you wrote the book, I am sure you will
have ideas about it that would be worth our consideration. As
the book is set for this year's examination as well as next
year's, I would like to get the poster into schools this coming
term, if possible.

I shall look forward to hearing from you, and hope that you
will be able to spare a little time to help us.

Ygurs sinc 3

L)

M. Reeve
for Ag. Chief Inspector of Schools



#%°  ON UGANDA GOVERNMENT SERVICE
By AlRMAL
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Mr. Peter Abrahams,
Red Hills,
P.0. St. Andrews,
JAMAICA,
West Indies
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REX-VERLAG LUZERN
VERLAGSBUCHHANDLUNG SORTIMENT

ST. KARLIQUAI 12 TELEPHON (041) 269 12 POSTCHECKKONTO VII 2030

John Farquharson, Ltd.,
15, Red Lion Square,

London, W.C.1l.

Luzern, -2

HONORAR-ABRECHNUNG

per 30. Juni 195/

uber: peter Abrahams, SCHWARZER MANN IM\WEISSEN

laut Vertrag vom: 17 £ Ap

Juli 1964

DSCHUNGEL

Honorarpflichtige Auflage

Lagerbestand am 30. Juni des Vorjahres
Lagerbestand am 30. Juni des laufenden Jahres

Verkauf innert Jahresfrist

Ihr Honorar betrdgt Fr. -.81 pro Exemplar
Ihr Anteiljan Buchgemeinschafts-Ausgabe
Thr Anteil an Abdrucksrechten

Ex.

Ex.

Ex.

Ex.

= Fr 255.15
¥ ¥al. 72
: 30.60

Zahlungsweise / Conditions de payement / Conditions of payment

Die Auszahlung erfolgt bis spatestens Ende September dieses Jahres,
jedoch nicht vor Eingang der beiliegenden von Ihnen unterzeichneten

Richtigbhefundanzeige.

Le versement sera effectué au plus tard & la fin du mois du septembre
courant, cependant pas avant la réception de votre confirmation

signée (formulaire ci-inclus).

The payment follows at the latest at the end of September of this
year but not before receiving the enclosed confirmation signed by you.

Beilage

BSL 15033a

REX-WG ;

.

LS
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21st November,1962,

Rex=Verlag Iuzern
Verlagsbuchhendlung Sorf¥iment
5t, Kerliquei 12,

Deer Sir,

With reference to your letter
of the 15th October, 1962, concern- ;
ing the recording of ("Mine Boy' for N
the use of the blind I shall be glad %
to 2gree to giving such permission,

Yours sincerely,

I
% —

Peter Abranams,
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REX-VERLAG LUZERN

VERLAGSBUCHHANDLUNG SORTIMENT
ST. KARLIQUAI 12 TELEPHON (041) 2 69 12 POSTCHECKKONTO VII 2030

Mr. Peter Abrahams,
¢/o John Farguharson Ltd.,
15, Red Lion Square,

London, W.C.1.
Lucerne, 15th October, 1962.

Dear Sir,

From the Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutscher Blinden<HOrblichereien, we have received
a demand for permission to take down on recording-tape the German translation
of your book

MINE BOY = SCHWARZER MANN IM WEISSEN DSCHUNGEL

for exclusively blind listeners. The permission for recording and lending
out these recording-tapes should be free of charge. We are enclosing the
printed demand for your further information and should be very grateful,
if you would return it with your agreement.

We thank you for your kind .service and remain with best wishes,

Yours faithfully,

REX-VERLAG

571/
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REYNOLDS NEWS

Proprictors : Co-operative Press, Ltd.

PIONEER HOUSE. WICKLOW STREET, GRAY'S INN ROAD, LONDON. W.C.1 :: TERMINUS ¢48%

Mr. Peter Abrahams,

C/o Cable address CITPRINT,

Kingston,

Jamaica 22nd January, 1957

Dear Peter,

I assume the unsigned cable from Kingston offering 1000 words
on the opening of the final Federation Conference was from you.

If so, it was the first word or news of you since you left,
although I have made various attempts to discover if you are still
alive.

No-one whom I phoned had heard from you nor have I any reply
to the letters I wrote to you C/o the Jamaican Press Association, com=-
missioning a series of articles.

The only indication of your whereabouts came from hearing the
last few words of your Christmas Day broadcast.

Did you get those letters? If not, I will send a copy.

But do please let me know what is happening and what your proper
postal address is.

Yours sincerely,

HOWARD CULPIN
Features Editor



REYNJOLDS NEWS

PIONKER HOUSE, WICKLOW STREET
LONDON, W.C.1 TERMINUS 6484

Mr., Peter Abrahams,

C/o The Jamaica Press Association,

101, Water Lane,

Kingston,

Jamaica. 10th November,1956

Dear Peter,

I have not heard from you since you
were due to arriva in Jamaica and 1 wonder
if you got my letter asking for a series
of articles about Jamaica?

In case it went astray I enclose a
CODY s I should bhe.glad if you would let
me know about this fairly soon, as we want
to plan the time of -publication,

I hope your hill is looking as beautiful

as ever.
Yi;ys sincerely,
f Ne——,

——Psrroa
/1 i
\___/HOWARD CULPIN
Features Editor

-



COPY

Mr.Peter Abrahams,
C/o The Jamaica Press Association,
101, Water Lane,

Kingston,
Jemaica. . 9th October, 1956

Dear Peter,

Greetings! I hope your voyage was as pleasant as it
promised to be and that you will soon be settled down on top ~
of your hill. Even before that can you expand the little
piece you were going to do about your new home into ‘@ series
of three 1500 word articles on the theme of discovering the
Caribbean. :

Following up your series on the West Africans as new Britons,
you write as a new West Indian. We want both the serious and the
gay side, comment, reportage on Jamaica and its inhabitants...
your own personal reaction to .the' place and the people... life on
your hill top - and the view from it... federation, the socialist
leadership, and the new pace - a full step ahead of West Africa...
the contrast between South Africa and Jamaica, and between Britain
and Jamaica, and, of course, written in your best "I am a Camera'
style and heavily laced with anecdotes.

There, I have almost done the job for you.

Copy as soon as you like, Fee £100 overall for three
articles of 1500 words each. -

Would you drop me a line to let me know that you can do this -
or should I say when you will do this, as I am sure you will.

Happy landings!

Yours sincerely,

HOWARD CULPIN
FPeatures Fditor
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July 22, 1959

Mr. Peter Abrahams

West Indian Economies

164 Harbor Street

Kingston, Jamaica

B.‘AI‘I.

Dear Peter:

I am anxious to hear news from you abeut my film

ANNO DOMINI 1959.

Sincerely,

Lionel Rogosin

LR/mm
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Mr. Peter Abrahams
West Inddiza Economies
164 Harbor Street
Kingston, Jamaica
British West Indies

SFCOND FOLD
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2nd Octe, 19584

Miss Elizebeih Cosstick,

. Royal Institute of International Affairs,

Chatham House,
10 8t, James's Square,

LONDON SWl
Dear Miss Cosstick,

Thank you for your létter of
September 24th, I have &bsolutely no
objeetion to the California Institute of
Technology reproducing my article on the
Conflict of Culture in Africa and you can
go ahead and give them both your and my
permission,

Yours sincerely,

Peter Abraham,
Editor.

PA/ss



The Roya: Institute of International nffairs

| PATRON : HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN

Chairman ; AIR CHIEF MARSHAL SIR WILLIAM ELLIOT, GCVO, KCB, KBE, DFC Hon. Treasurer ; SIR ALAN RAE SMITH, KBE

Director General ;! THE HON C. M. WOODHOUSE, DSO, OBE

CuaTtHAM HOUSE,

10 St James's Square, London swi
Telephone Whitehall 2233 Cables Areopagus, London

24 BSeptemher 1958
Air Tetter

Dear lMr Abrahams

We have had a request fFfomythe- California
Institute of Technology for pexmisgion to PGDPOdUOG
your article on the Conflict of Lmlture,in Africa,
which appeared in InternabioflallAffairs (July 1954)
for distribution withoul cestN\to a small number of
students in a course om pelitical behaviour. We ourselves
shall be glad to glve p&giission, and should be grateful
if you would very kindly et us fenow as soon as possible
whether you have any @bjgction to this.

Yours sincerely,

;,v%@ggpb (tess el -

Assistant to the bdltor =
International Affairs

[r Peter Abrahams,
¢/o 'Public Opinion',
2 Torrington Rozad,
Byl 'Box 115,
Kingston,

Jamaica.



Mr Peter Abrahams, .. .o

c/o '"Public Opinion

........................................................................... S Y O TR R
DI 2. orrington OB L. s
....................... Rl R B W s
........................... ¢ ?10sco:1§/élf“l‘““0**’“4 F%
= S M’w
JAVKTCA , sy
............................................. G, e SRR

The Royal Institute of International Affairs,

Bender’s AT RAE AQATBIE S s ro M TN o en b o bmins sl bt s s e O e e e sen Do mvin

Chatham House,

...........................................................................................

LONDON, S.W.1]

AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY
ENCLOSURES; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED
OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL.

THE APSLEY' AIR LETTER

o JG Uanane.

Form approved by Postmaster General No.—71995/1X
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RUTH SLOAN ASSOCIATES, Inc.

GENERAL CONSULTANTS
AFRICAN AND NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS

e
//

4900 CATHEDRAL AVENUE, N. w., WasHINGTON 16, D. C. ¢ EMERrson 2-4503

December 27, 1955

Mr. Peter Abrahams,

37 Jekkel Drive,
Loughton, Essex, England
Dear Mr. Abrahams:

I am wondering if you havegdwen further thought to
the possibility of writing an article for AERICAN NEWS? This newsletter
goes to over 800 subscribers- people papticularly interested in Africa
and I feel it is an audience that would greatly profit from hearing your
point of view as expressed atdloward University last month. Our fee,
unfortunately is very smalii-$10 an article (of 1200 to 1500 words) but we
would be most gratefulQif you'gould see your way clear to send us an
article- on a subjeet of your own choosing. We would very much like to have
it before Januaryn20), if that were possible. Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

<A

Ruth C. Sloan
Executive Director



37 Jessel Drive,
Loughton,
Essex.

September 17, 1956.

Dear Mr. Kinsey,

This is a brief and hurried note in the midst of clearing up as
we lesave here on the 2lst.

My other commitments made it impossible for me to do anything
for you before we leave here but I certainly will list you have the two
pleces you mentioned in your letter of July 17th &s soon as I can after
reaching Jamaica.

Our journsy will be & sort of grand 20-day bosat tour which siould
fit in well with your idea about the joys of travel in the Caribbean: my
previous ones were all airborne.

Yours sincerely,

- /)

L o—"

[ ; w”

\ /;Q,@-r"”
C. Gwyn Kinsey, Editor, \‘/6: g
SATURDAY NIGHT, ~
Toronto.

Canada.



SATURDAY NIGHT

OFFICE OF
THE EDITOR TORONTO

July 17th, 1956

Dear Mr, Abrahams:

Thank you for your letter of
July 10th.

We have only three correspondents
who write on a regular basis from outside Canada ==
in London, Washington and New York. The others
work by assignment on specific articles,

Our limited space makes it
impossible for us to change this arrangement, but
I'm sure that we could take several articles from
you -- probably one every couple of months. Right
now, for example, I could use a piece of about 1400
words on the Caribbean Federation and another of
about 1200 words on the joys of travel in the
Caribbean, You might be able to do these before
you leave, Later, there will undoubtedly be many
more subjects,

Best wishes,

il
e "

C. Gwyn Kinsey

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,
37 Jessel Drive,
Loughton, Essex,
ENGLAND.
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37 Jessel Drive, 3
Loughton, = g S
. Essexs st |
October 21, 1954, ‘
&
- . .
%
Dear Mr Kinsey, , y i .
. .
I have just returned frou #h@ gehtinent to find
your letter of October lst and the T tghee Trom ' ‘
Consolidated Press and I thank you Foi\Dothe ! i
! ' Ita glad : e seblicle ﬁ. .-
certainly tackle the 'posit n' idea Tor you as soon
as I've fulfilled the obl g thab*sent me to the ]
continent, _ : X ;
\ B e PR
/’V Sincerely, Y v T
. Peter Abrehams . i
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OFFICE OF
THE EDITOR

SATURDAY NIGHT

TORONTO
October 1lst, 1954

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Thanks for the article =
it?s excellent., I hope it will be the first
of many .

You were wise not to cram the
Canadian-American "positive action" into this
piece, I think it would probably make another
article, Would you care to tackle it?

Thanks, too , for your kind
remarks about SATURDAY NIGHT, We started
rebuilding the magazine less than two years ago
(the previous publisher had let it run down
rather badly) and, as you can see, we have a
great deal of work to do yet. But comment such
as yours encourages me to hope that we are
making some headway.

Sincerely,

LY

+ Gwyn Kinsey

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,
37 Jessel Drive,
Loughton, Essex,
England.



L 2

Dear lr, Kinsey,

it or paying foxr it,

37 Jesgel Drive,
Loughton,

Egﬁ WQ .
Inglond,

Sepberber £1, 1954,

@6

-

I hope the encloged picce Mbo your expectations,
If it does not, please do mot % tted either %o using
3¢

Should
sugneshed title "Africa - ttz&

£it 1t well ¢

I an ma‘b impv' sae

published in this
gtaff job out oi‘
socni

Ce Guyn Kinsoey, Esca,
0ffice of the Léitar,
Saturday Wight,
Toronto L.

Canadae

clde to use it im
ritted Continent" right

bh your mapagzine, Had i% been
w:mld have tried to wangle a
e gtrenpth of the two ilssues I'va

Youxa sinaerely,

-

Petex A\r/ah;,m:«-—



In June of 1952 I sat on a hill with Jomo K@ﬁy&t‘ta; I had .
Juat ﬂmm up to Kenya from South Afriéa. In the. Union I hrzé{
talked with the leaders of the African National Congress who were
then putting the finishing touches to thelr nlans for the
Canmpairn of Defiance.

It all scened very peaceful that afternoon in Kenya as I sat
with Kenyatta: not a fraction as ominously threatening as I had
found the atmosphere in the Union, I{enﬁraﬁteﬁy@s roaned reghe

lessly across the sweeping and uﬁ'ﬁ«’*‘l‘lj b land, Then he

guddenly turned to me and spazce with X D passiont

think they are godsaheres.

I tell you, I'm bitter, mani"
@
A fow months later tha‘tgml land exploded into the

«

violence of the lfu nu blgodgbath, ,
A vear }.rfﬁser. i N&s‘t 1953, I eat with Kwane Nkrumgh, Prine
Minister of thego agt, in his office in Acera, Nkrumah

"Of course I'n bitterl These

¢ of himself; Ie had ridden the storn
triumphantly ¢ ad proved himself an able statesm, A}*ain, as
a year carller in Kenya, the sun was shining. As we parted

Nkrunahts oyes flashed and the now fanous smile 1it up hig :?aoe,

"Vica'll make this thing uo.rk:," he ﬁaid.

I mention these two men because they have beconme symbols of
Bx"itish policy in Afrisa. I-knew them both in Englana; They were
fricnds af mine and of cach other. In thoge far=off days in Fngland
Kenyetba wes Bresident of the PaneAfrican Federation and IMrumah _
was mamtm; The Pan=African Federation acted as the co-ordinoting



e

body for the nationalist nmovenents in the various parts of Afz'iw
« It ig an ironle fact that of the two nen Kenyat’ba was .by far the
nore noderate, the more humorous and the more 'reasonable! in those
daysﬁ Hicrumah was more the fire-eating asitator, Today m:mmh is
the Ygoldenehaired boy! of British Africaniste, as it were, And
Kenyatta is the arche-villain, To understand the reasons for this,

it is necessary to understand the twWo aspects of British policy in

Africal to&ay.
It 1,; the declored ain of British pa % help and guiée

the peoples of her dependent termtow"i

as smootlly, peagefully and q_uiokly‘b assible, And vhere she

rds self=governnent
could, she has done just this, fhen TMcrumah arrived baeck in-

the Gold Goaost and trouble ghe quieclkly set up a Commission

of lnquiry and gave the

cw:*

e osreat peacemaker between the Breat and

without using the dis:mity in the country

d Corat a new constitution that carried

Wkruneh from prison ime Minigter's offices In WMigeria

too she has acted |
hostile tribal
ds an excuso thholding gselfegsove vnﬂent. And in Siem Leone
and the Gambla ghe introduced constitubtional. changes before there -
was any agitation for :mch changes, Iere, in these tarrﬁ.‘haries,
the declared aing of Bri'bish policy are being carried cut. It is
inportent that oritiecs of Bpitish colonialism should know this,
This is o creative asheet of British colonisl policy and one that
Britain is justly proud of, 4 '
In these territories the problen has passed the point of being
- a conflict between Britain on the one hand and the naespént national

. novenents on the others Instead, now, the problem has become one



Se

where Britain and the most farsighted among.the Africans are
working together to transform these territories into modern,
efficiently run democratic states. The leaders of the Gold Coast
have already begsun to realise that this is a miech harder task than
wresting power from the Colonial Office and are therefore more
appreciative of the skilled assistance of the British Civil Servants
working with then, '

Nkrumah has every reason to be relaxed, cenfident and une
" embittered, He has members of the best, the least corrupt and the
most devoted Civil Service in the worldto Nelp him gulde his
country and his people out of the old Brival LAEAIEIAA past into
the modern technological present of thé 20th century; This is not
11kely.to prove an easy task; But he has gbtarted well and with the
world's goo&will; Should he, fail the blame JUE BYAAE most ecertainly
would not be with Britaia; . _

Nigeria, too, WlXl\soon have self=-government and a Federal
Parliament, The wedsen why things have moved with comparatively
greater ease inthe Gold Coast than in Nigeria has largely to do
with the size and populations of the two countri@s; The Gold
Coast has a population of under five millions and an area of
91,842 8 quare milas; Nigeria on the other hand has an area of
372,674 souere miles and a population of thirty-one millions;
Sheer gize and numbers as well as vast untapped resources naokes
Wigeria the potentially dominant counbtry on the VWest Coast of Af?ioa;
The danger in Nigeria ig that the tribal divisions might lead to a
‘breaking up of the eountry; The Northerng are Muslims who are

sugpicious and fearful of the Southerners, There is also deep
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divisions between the two great nation=tribes: the Ibod and Yomiba,
But hefe, too, Britain is living up to her declared aims; Instead
of exploiting the disunity in the country to perpetuate her rule,
she is the peacemaker between the hostile tribal faeticns;SHa has
brought them together at the conference table and helped to lay the
foundations for the birth of a great nati@a;

This is one aspect of DBritish policy in Afriea; It is an aspect
of proud achiavmwnt; : |

~ The other aspect of British policys= British policy in multi-
racial Africa = is one of éaﬁ failure, (I $hink that responsible
people at the Colonial Office here ifi Lonfon wduld privately admit
the failure of British policy in milti=racial Africa, But fff
PEPLYE it is the same group ofiﬁﬁaﬁia vho are carrying out a policy
of creative abdidatioa 80 $ﬁnea£afully in Weét who are failing in
Bast and Central Afrida.\ iy the signal success in one place and
tragio failure in arotheér? Or, to put it another, Both Jomo
Kenyatta and Kvarmg NiPunah made challenging bids for pawer; Each
was the leader of £ party representing the politically conscious
najority of his countrymen, Why did Britain 'abdicate creatively’
in one place and send an arny to the other?

The reason ig not that Kwame Ikrumah behaved in a more
gentlemanly?%ggng@nyatta. Nkrunah's bid for power begen with
rioting and looting in Accora as has not happened in Nairobi to this
day; The reagon is to be found in the simple fact that was revealed
in the only census so far taken in Kenya which was in 1948, This
_showed that of a tobal populabtion of 5,405,966 29,660 were
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Buropeans who had settled in Kenya and made it their home, And
the 29,660 white settlers, just over 5 of the total population,
supply the?ﬁgison for Britain's inability to respond as reatively
to Kenyatta's bid for power as it had done to Nkrumah'se'

I;i" Kenya, as elsewhere in multi-racial Africa, the white
settlers enjoy econonic, political and sociel privileges on a lavel
unknown/inaggrgggogigge the industrial revolutions When they first
oana to Africa they brought the seience and t lozy of a nmodern
culture with them, They cleared forests an s and built towns
and citlese They dug the mineral wealth{{2 he earth and say that
but for them it might still be lying e They built factories
and schools, hospitals and el

ro&da and railways., They
African earth yield a richer
harvest than ever before.‘\“;iﬂl this they supplied the know=how
and the Africans supplie® the labour, And in the process of

®
farned seientifically and mad

acquiriﬁg thelr 18 and factories and building their

beattiiful houges o ad done mich for the health and welfare of
the Africans,
in their train.

had brought order, good governnent and education

On the personal level they had encountered a culbture alien to
then, weaker and less creative than their own; 8o they had erected
social barriers., The Duke and the dustman do not have social
intercourse; neither the Duke nor the dugtman would find 1t
partieulérly pleasante, DBut they saw this as a fixed position; The
Duke will always be a Duke: the duke's son will grow into a Duke
+111 the end of tima; The dustman's descendants will renmain duste-
men till the end of time, This was a fixed, pre-ordained position;
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thirty and forty million Africans,

Go

Given this outlook on the part of the white settlers, the colour
bar is reasonable, Dr, lakan's Apartheid is logical, Just a Tew
days ago Sir Godfrey uggins,who is no South African Boer but the
Prine Minister of the new?’girtx%igl African Federation, stood up in
the Federal Assenbly end declared flatly: "There is going to be
inequality and differentiation, to pretend there is not, is '@
deceive everybodVeses" |

The dilemma of the white settlers is cle From the coagtal
tip down in Cape Tovn to the northern berd@%l(

scne\mat less than three millions,

enya they number

An | 1 then are between

ous stages of developnent
in the great 4rensition from the &}3 past into the technological
presents To concede pol:.ticm \@nbmio and soclal equality to
even the comparatively s:«m& ?mrity of Africans who have
successfully made the uur transition would be like breeching
a dyke that would ulPdwhtely swanp thems The AgHEAPF/dE/INS
ernnent, government by the will of the

denocratic forn I Shait ;
majority, v f practised, end their position of power and

privilege, and so out of motives of selfeinterest they relect the

democratic concepts, The implications of this rejection are

most clearly seen in the Union today; I an convinced that if
presen‘i: trends are not reierse& the crisis that now faces the Union
will face Kenya, Tanganyika and Central Africa in the next ten to
twenty years' time, The crisis is more acute in the Union today
only because the Union is the oldest and m_ost. developed of the
mlti=racial countries in ifrica.

ALl over milti-raclal Africa today the blacks are challenging

|



white settler decree that they must always be inferiors in the
general scheme of thim;s; They are caught up in the zreat stream
of” national awakening that flows strongly everywhere in the world
todaye In South Africa the blacks have so far conducted their
struggle with a dignity and morality that has won the admiration
of the world; In Kenya the lMau lMau blood=bath with the intention
of driving the whites out is still rm; But I an convinced that all
this is no more then a prelude to the conming ghicewdovm in the not so
very distant futur&; Meke no mistake, the bldeks”are not going to
acce;ﬁ: the inferior status much lcngar;

And in all thig Britain is S0 cornpletely hamstrung by the
force of settler pressure and highepowéred lobbying that she cannot
act really oréatively; VWhenever whe makes one real gesture to win
African goodwill she has toffset it by making two to the white
settlerse Africanistd Mu Bribain are aware of the situation but
are inhibited by tha fadt that they canrot or will not take any
action that mighth\ardwse the wrath of the highly veaai settlam;
From time to timg Mettlers have threatened to make common eause
with South Africa sghould Britain do anything they really disapproved
ofe And so an ugly situation developes and the word 'Partnership?
is employed in such a mamner as to nmake it the wost diseredited
word among the hlack leaders them; .

The one faint ray of hope is the Capricorn Africa movement
launched by Colonel ﬁavi& Stirling in l%ﬁ; Its ains are to work
oub a common eitizenship for all races in British mulfi-racial
Afriea exeluding the Union of South Africa, But we shall not lnow
whether it will succeed or fail unbtil it holds its first conference
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/’in Tanganyika in September of 1955,

Now it may be thﬁt/mdians and Americans will feel that all
this is too far away from them and that they have mich more immediate
problens to cope with at hone, ifﬁa is, however, important to put
Africa and her problemg into their world perspactive;

Gomnﬁm and democracy, the great warring Ideologies, are ralrly
evenly balanced. Commmnisn iz on the offensive everywhere cxploiting
the pmrerty and national aspirations of the peqﬁes of the backward
countries, Africa is the last great uncommm& gontinent in this
conflict of 1&@010@. It 43 the feather m%ﬁﬁ’ould tip the soala
either in one directlion or the other.s wk has largely gonee I do
not think democracy could ,suwiva“ e _e;goMnist victory in Africa.

We could deceive ourselves byﬂ»‘fg@.eﬁng that a commmist vietory is
not pogsible in Africa; Te‘ig?ae;}ﬁf#e ourselves we have only to look
back over the past fiffden yéé&é to gee how the face of Asla has been
changed by agparentﬁ?f%m'désible' commmnist vietoric-s; fnd the
conditions that Mﬁé&‘mmnism in Asia = the seething bitterness

and frustration pmglg the intellectuals, the poverty among the mass =
are abundantly presem, 1%%3?%%@. And?ﬁ%ﬂracial Africa 1s
the key to all Afrlca. :

The answer to communism in Africa 1s tc glve the Africans a
- sufficiently large share in democracy for them to want to live and
fight and,d if necessary, dle for it; This, I believe, can only be
done, if it is to be done before it is too late, if the iew World
takes a big hand in showing the Africans that democracy is not, as

the settlers would have it, "Reserved for Euz‘opeans only",
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OFFICE OF THE EDITOR

SATURDAY NIGHT

TORONTO 1, CANADA

Sept. 13, 195k

Cod et
\\ 7476/
N e Mr. Abrahans:

Thanks for your kind
reply to my suggestion that you
write an article for SATURDAY NIGHT,
I hope you like the
magazine and I'm sure our association

will be mutually profitable,

Sincerely,

Cld<insy

CGK/J C. Gwyn Kinsey

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,
37 Jessel Drive,
Loughton, Essex,
England,



pleased to write soncthing for S%TU@
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Dear !r, Kingey, \

.

which has just reached me, I shall,

I an grateful Lo vou for your E‘btér of August 25

& good ildea to wait till the
Thig will give me the gener
set about the writing of t}‘

1
of ¥y

\/

@ Peter Abrahans
= // 3

o

Ce Guwyn Oy ST,
Editor, SATURDAY wIGET,
Toronto 1,

CANADA .

urse, be only $00

L

journal I think it
digpatched arrive.
our journal before I

;ours sincerely, . . b



: SATURDAY NIGHT

OFFICE OF
THE EDITOR TORONTO

A

August 25, 1954

Peter Abrahams, Esq,,
¢/o Alfred Knopf, Inc,,
501 Madison Avenue,
New York 22, N.Y.,

U. S. A,

Dear Mr, Abrahams:

As the editor of \SATURDAY NIGHT,
which is Canada's only natilonal /journal of
comment and opinion, I hope, to enlarge its
scope and aims, to give our readers the best
in thinking and writing, -tthat is why I am
writing to you.

Would you be interested in
contributing, an essay of about 1700 words to
SATURDAY, NIGHT?, The subject could be -

"Africa'~ the Uncommitted Continent", or you

may prefer to write something else, In any case,
it would find wide readership here, The fee for
such an article would be $100,00, I am sending
to you under separate cover two recent issues of
our magazine, in case you are not familiar with

it.
May I hear from you?
Yours sincerely,
C%:K«W;T/
C. Gwyn Kinsey
CGK/J
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the unused material I have ledt from Many S es, whish
was printed by Karia Press in 1985. In t hgzggw , researched

largely to put an end to the myth thate¢t as no institutional
- or other - racism in the UK before t grations of the
1950s and '60s, I lboked at the whole“business of the workers
brogght to the UK from the West Indieés during World War II.
Before returning to Black hlstoryaﬁqr rather the history of
racism) I thought I would wait for Peter Fryer/s book to

appear, just in case he had #¢aken a deep look at the period

I had become interested ins But ?eter hasn't, so I thought

I would as the period is of great importance, I think, be=

cause of the Pan Africanyconference of 1945, the various African
and Indian organlsatlons &gltatlng for 1mdepenience/freedon,

and for the League Coloured Peoples, which I suppose is
analoguous to the Niﬁ@?

Do you have any, ﬁwg JOurnals, etc. remaining from those

days? Do you‘kn nyone else who might? I am waiting to hear
from Ghana abo ﬂ“Géﬁnge Padmore's papers - but did Ras Makonnen
leave ai.j?7 \§ r. Cedric Belfield Clarke? Or Dr, Peter Milliard?
Who has Dr.Harold Moody's papers and those of the League of
Coloured People? Do you know anything of Dr. Wellesley Cole or

" Dr.N.A., Fadipe, a scholar friend of Dr.Clarkk? Or of Caris

Jones (Bralthwalte)9 Who was Mr. #E Taylor, who founded the
Negro Welfare Cantres, and what did these centres do?

I have spoken with CLR James about those times, but very sadly
Nello's memory is not as fresh as it was when I first met him
some ten years ago, and he has no papers remaining at all. (They
are scattered among friends in the US and he no longer remembers
what was left with whom.)

ls it a frightful intrusion asking you all these questions?
Will you help me in my quest?

/\}ﬁ%»w \&Mf Qh M%w @n

b > \Pmm iy

\
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Welwyn Garden City,
Herts.

18th August, 1960.

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

I am writing to you on the suggestion of Colin
Iegum. A friend of mine, George Delf, has been asked
by Victor Gollancz to write a 60,000 word biography of
Jomo Kenyatta. Mr Delf was, until this request, the
editor of 'The Colonial Times' in Nairobi and tells me
that the book is likeig/ggmpathetic to Kenyatta.

George has asked me to talk with people in this
country who knew Kenyatta when he was here - in particular,
of course, his English wife. I understand from Colin that
you knew him well during this period, and would be able
to put me in touch with those of his friends who are still
in Britain.

I would be most grateful for any assistance you can
give me in this way. I hope you won't consider me impertin
-ent if I ask for this to be done¢as soon as possible.Colin
has advised Gollancz that The questicn of Kenyatta's release
is likely to come to a head in larch, and this has determined
the choice of the publication date. As a result, the manu-

script has to be completed by early November.
Yours sincerely,
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SIMON AND SCHUSTER, INC.
publishers

® :+ ROCKEFELLER CENTER, 630 Fifth Avenue, New York 20 - cABLE ADDRESS Essandess « TELEPHONE Circle 5-6400

N

September 17, 1956

Mr, Peter Abrahams
37 Jessel Drive
Debden, Loughton
Essex, England

Dear Mr. Abrahams: %

I have just finished reading A WREATH FOR T d felt the need
to write you, as a publisher who sees perhapsWoo many books and
too many manuseripts, and tell you of eptional quality of
your book. I think you have succeed ing what so seriously
needed doing in a time when millionafof ds fail even to suggest
the extraordinary thing that i i nationalism, both on a
subjective and an objective lev ou are a superb, beautiful
writer, and I look forward wft und anticipation to the next
book.

Should you come here Wall me so that perhaps we can break

|
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bread together.

Sincerely yours,

Rudo S. Globus




SOCIETE AFRICAINE DE CULTURE
"PRESENCE AFRICAINE"
42, rue Descartes -~ PARIS.

Paris, le 25 Mai, 1960

Cher Ami,

Par lettre en date du 19 Avril, nous vous avons soumis le
projet de modifications au préambule de nos statuts conformément
aux suggestions de pefsonral tés de 1'0NU, siegeant & New York,

Nous avons pensé que le statut consultatif aupres de
1!0NU nous serait utile & 1l'heure ou les hofmes de culture de
l’Afrlque du Sud connaissent une situation particulierement in-
quiétante et nous demandent souvent ce que nous pouvons faire
Pour eux,

Aussi vous serions-nous obligés de bien vouloir nous don-
ner votre accordéd pour ces modifications. Une simple lettre nous
suffirait,

Les délais sont tels que si nous retardions nos démarches
de deux mois, notre dossier ne pourrait 8tre examiné que dans un
an. Aussi, dans le casg ol nous n'aurions pas regu votre réponse
dans un mois nous nous autoriserons & considérer que vous gtes
favorable & ces modifications.

Veuillez agréer, Cher Ami, l'assurance de nos sentiments

les meilleurs,
M“
Alio

Seerdtaire Général de la SAC,



AFRICAN SOCIETY OF CULTURE
"PRESENCE AFRICAINE"
42, rue Descartes - PARIS VO

Dear Friend:

The various resolutions of the second Congress of Negro Writers
and Artists (Rome, March 1959) have traced for us a program of work
on which we invite your participation.

Within the normal framework of this research, "Présence Africaine"
official organ of the Africain Society of Oulture, has drawn up, under
the direction of the Executive Committee of the Society, a program
of action which will extend until the date of the next Congress. Four
principal sections have been constituted in order to facilitate the
editing of the Review, but without any intention of imposing rigid or
paralyzing restrictions. These four sections of the editorial set-up
correspond to the four principal Committees at the Rome Congress :
Literature, Human and Political Science, Pure and Applied Science, Arts.

Our wish is to link the content of our Review more and more closely
with the evolution of the countries of the Negro World, so that, on
the cultural plane, we may contribute to the progress that is being
realized on the political, economic, and,social levels. Thus we shall
attain a dual objective: that of serving this progress in a concrete
manner, but also of encouraging our men of culture to base their re—
search’ on the efforts.of our peoples.

1) Literature

The enclosed letter will emnable you to note that we intend to
create an extensive program of informetion and research in this field,
in line with the conclusions reached at the Rome Congress: Unity of
Negro-African Culture and responsibilities cf our writers.

2) Human and Political Science

In this area, we must take into account the evolution of African
countries, an evolution that can be briefly described by two key—words'
Independence and Unity.

Our Review must assemble, organize, publicize all the movements,
all the realizations which tend toward this aim, In this connection we
are submitting to you an enclosed letter-questionnaire, certain aspects
of which will, we hope, claim your attention.

3) As for the Committees on the Arts, and Pure or Applied Sciences,
we shall soon send you some suggestions for contributions., In order to
set up the program of the Review in these two fields, we would be grate-
ful if you would indicate to us all the data which impress you as being
important.

We hope, dear friend, that these letters will initiate a regular
collaboration between all men of culture in the Negro World, and we
beg you to accept our best wishes.

Secretary-General of S.A.C.



AFRICAN SOCIETY OF CULTURE
"PRESENCE AFRICAINEM
42, rue Descartes - PARIS V°

COMMITTEE ON LITERATURE

In the Literature Section, the program of work has been planned
as follows :

1) Organization of an active network of correspondence between our
friends from all countries and the editorial staff of the Review,
so as to provide for each issue of Présence Africaine:

a)

c)

d)

e)

We

News of the literary life of the correspondent's country and |
a2 bibliography of publications appearing in that country since
the previous issue of the Review, with information concerning
editors, translators, authors, etc.

Information on all cultural projects within the framework of
resolutions adopted at the Rome Congress, which have been un-
dertaken either by the Government, offieial organs, or by
individuals or private concerns.

Collaboration of men of culture.in,each country on the prepa-
ration of our Dictionary of Men of Culture of the Negro World,
one article of which will henceforth appear in each issue of
Présence Africaine. The list of authors whose works and life
will be studied must be approved by the Executive Committee of
S.A.,Ce It will devolve upon men of culture in each country to
contribute by prepaxring the articles.

In countries concerned, the revising of texts in vernacular
languages and translations of these texts (in French, English,
Spanish), sosthat by their publication we may help to stimulate
the development wof vernacular literatures. Short texts will be
published 1mmed1ately, after approval by the Commlttee of
Présence Africaine, since it is agreed that the final objective
is the“widest possible diffusion of the great lyric, epic or
philosophical works of the vernacular literatures.

Documented studies on projects undertaken in this field of
vernaculsr literature by Governments, official organs, or pri-
vate sources (publ*catlono information centers, radio, etc.).

therefore ask your very special collaboration on these matters

which are related to our common program of getting to know the Negro
World., All suggestions will be useful to us in this area.

2)

The Liditors of the Review have also prepared a plan of work

(con81st1ng of articles and editorials) on the questions stressed at
the Rome Congress.

a)

Language Problems:

- Evolution of traditional literatures as result of contact with
the modern world

~ Problems of communication between the various linguistic zones

- New literary genres or development of traditional literary
genres (novel, poem, essay, etc.)

~ African forms of the theater.

nd s
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With respect to each of these points, we should be happy te
reeeive information regularly on the method of handling the ques—
tion in each country, along with basic studles, essays, and signi-
ficant works.

-

b) Responsibilities of men of culture

- Vays in which men of culture are participating in the pro-
gress of their country :

Moral implications of this participation

Cultural bases of the Unity of the Negro World

Essays

- We especially call attention to the need for all men of culture
in the Negro World to reflect upon the real bases of their civili-
zation, In this connection, the use and development of the literary
form commonly termed "Essay" should be vigorously encouraged without,
howwever, attempting to limit this form stylistically.

We believe that a dialogue between all men of culture, published
by Présence Africaine and -within the framework of the objectives set
by the Rome Congress, can only strengthen our cultural foundation,
and provide a verltable impetus for our ‘political and social
realizations,

‘We trust that you will be willing to participate in this work
to show this letter to all men of culture in your community, to
reply to us about our program, and to specify those areas of the
program in which. the Rev1ew may. expect your collaboration.

'

P.S. Address your reply te: Editorial Board of Présence Africaine”
: ; Committee on Literature ¢ ‘




AFRICAN SOCIETY OF CULTURE
"PRESENCE AFRICAINE"
42, rue Descartes -~ PARIS V°

COMMITTEE ON HUMAN AND POLITICAL SCIENCE

In the Committee on Fuman and Political Science, the proposed
worl program is as follows ,

—— o — T o i o G0 i S o £t A3 S W e

A) A few obstacles to be overcome :

- Balkanization

Under—development

Multiplicity of wvernacular languages -

- Linguistic zones of communication and thelr separation
(French, English, Spanish, Portuguese)

- South Africa

- External economic and cultural pressures

We realize that each of these problews, which one often presents
as insurmontable difficulties, can be rapidly solved and by our peo-
ples themselves., In your country are there realizations, programs,
“studies on these questions? Have you personnaly done research on
them or are you preparing to do so? :

B) Conditions of Indevendefice and Unity 1nscr1bed in the past or our
countries.

If it is true that the Independence and Unity of Africa are inse-
parable, it is likewilse true that they must be acheived according
to the natural eveolution of our history, not according to artificial
plans or plans imposed from the outside, In this perspective, our
labors in Human Sciences can render invaluable aid to the most modern,
the most urgent political, economic, and social realizations. This
consideration requires new approaches on the part of our scholars to
the various branches of research. Scientific okgectivity can here
be allied with an increasingly specific reflectgon on the spirit and
method which will proceed from the practice of these -sciences by
- Afriecan scholars.

1) History - Revision and systematization of oral tradition and
experimental knowledge of the Africans. Translation of epic poems
and interpretation of biographies. Original interpretation of classic
archives.

II) Sociology - Study of the traditional structures in their
‘pregent dynamism and extension, Adaptation of these structures to the
equilibrium of the Negro-African World.

The gocial structure: profound significance of its hierarchies
its ways of life, and of its transformetions. Foundations oz economic
and social solidarity, as well as land policy.

opc/'".‘
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Family structure : Suudy of the notion of relationship (stem-
ming from a common ancestor), of the extended or limited family; of
polygamy or monogamy.

Traditional arts -+ Their links with metaphysiCS, thelir social
functions. Reasons for their debasement or flowering.

Traditional education : Its hierarchic and initiatory character.
Advantages and disadvantanges. :

ITII) Linguistic - Search for relationship between leerse Afri-
can languages,

C) Present conditions that determine the struggle for Independenoe
and Unity.

Scientific disciplines are intimately linked at this stage of
research, We feel that, here again, the classic divisions between
sociology, etnography, etc. are llkelJ to undergo new formulations.

1) The Crisis —‘Nefcantile econony,. monetary regime, industria-
lization have upset treditional structures, transformed the land poO-
licy, modified demographic equilibriums

The school has confused individual and collective psychology.

Imported religions have wreacted on the concept of the family,
interpersonal relations, and the traditional metaphysics.

Finally, new forms of political life, hastening the degradation
of certain structures, reJu_veaatln7 others, have given a new appea-
rance to the Negro-African World.

II) the Options

Political Science will examine the possibility of adapting
traditional structees to the modern conditions of political life;
will study the problems of political partles, their relations with
the masses, theipy mutual relationships, and their dynamic content;
will study the"™forms of democr racy suitable to Independent States;
will define the means of attaining real 1ndepeadenoe' finally, will
choose between the possible formulas of ‘association: national
government, regional government or pan-Africanism., g

Economics will tackle the basic problem of under-development
in order to define it, investigate it, indicate its characteristics
and initiate solutions. o

The development of countries politically liberated will be
envisaged in a perspective that will lead them to a real economic
independence Wthﬂ, without isolating them, will free them from
servitude to the dominant economies.

Raising the stahdard of living without forming privileged

classes and without wholesale destruction of basic economic
structures.

R S
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Ethnography and linguistics,finally, will contribute,
according to their means, to the realization of our independence
and unity. Over and beyond racial and linguistic balkanisation,
they will study the reciprocal influence of race and linguistics,
and the adaptation of language to philosophical, scientific, and
modern technical concevnts,

III) - Realizations.

We are . awaiting your articles and studies on the subjects
listed &bove, but still another form of collaboration is possgible.
You can send us studies that have already been published. Send us
information about official or private realizations or activities:
study centers, congresses, debates., One point seems especially im=-
portant: the establishment of chairs in the universities of the
new independent states. We should like to know their program, to
have an analysis of their method of functioning, and of the results
obtained, along with, if possible, syllabi or series of lectures on
the subjects in question, in order that we may eventually consider
editing and publishing them.

In short, you are to be the links betwegen us and the countries
in which you live. Thus, everything that, 1§ accomplished there,
along the lines that we have indicated; may be brought to light
thanks to an active and reciprocal collaboration.

Send your replies to : Présence Africaine, Committee on Human and
PolIfdcal Science.




SOCIETE EUROPEENNE DPE CULTURE

VENISE - Piazza S. Mareo, 52 (Precuratie Nuove) - Tel. 30210

Venise, le 19 janvier 1960.

Le secrétaire général

Monsieur,

Je viens de recevoir votre lettre du
13 courant dont je vous remercie vivement.
Je regrette moi aussi trés sincérement qu'il
ne vous soit pas possible de prendre part a
la rencontre que nous organisons, mais je com~
prends fort bien vos raisons. -~ Comme nous nous
proposons dé préparer aussi & l'avenir des
réunions semblables, j'espére qu'une autre
occasion se présentera pour votre participa-
tion.

Permettez-moi d'inclure une lettre
que je vous avais adressée en septembre et qui
nous a été retournée. Je pourrais attendre
votre article jusqu'a la fin du mois de fé-
vrier.

Veuillez croire, Monsieur, & 1l'assu-
rance de ma haute considération.

U/\W
(Umberto Campagnolo)

Monsieur Peter Abrahams
The West Indian Economist
164—-6 Harbour Street
KINGSTON, Jamalque
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SOCIETE EVROPEENNE DE CULTURE

Venise, Piazza §. Marco, 52 (Procuratie Nuove), Tel. 30.210

Venise, le 8 décembre 1959.

Président
GIOVANNI PONTI (
Vice-Pyésidents lionsieur, &
ANTONY BABEL \
i i ;

B Pancs &5 UGatH D'accord avec la Société africaine de culture et ayant
FRANCOIS MAURIAC 1'appui d'institutions et de personnalités politiques, culturelles
B WIS MUMNFORD et religieuses, notre Société prépare une rencontre d'hommes capables
EUSTACE M. W. TILLYARD - . -, . .

de représenter avec autorité les cultures de 1'Afrigque noire et de
Secrétaive général -

1'Occident, dans le but de contribuer & une compréhension et & une

UMBERTO CAMPAGNOLO . il - . -
4 collaboration plus féconde entre les peuples des deux civilisations.

La rencontre se tiendra gutour ‘dw 20 février 1960, 2 Rome,
et durera trois jours. Ouverte par deyx eonférences publiques (qui
nous sont déja assurées), l'une de M. Francois Mauriac et 1'autre v
de M. Léopold Sédar Senghor, elley se poursuivra dans des entretiens
privés, ol une trentaine d'invi®és,\provenant d'Afrique, d'Amérique
et d'Europe, discuteront en toupe riberté les questions posées par
le but de la rencontre. Parmi ces invités, je puis, pour mieux pré-
ciser le caractere des\efitretiens, citer les noms de A. Schweitzer,

J. Price-llars, A. lMalmaux, A. Paton, K. Barth, A. loravia, J.F. 2%
Sartre, R. Wright, R. Maran, S. Quasimodo, L. Aragon, A. Césaire, {
Graham Greene, L. Hughes, Pére Dubarle, J. Huxley, I. Ehrenbourg, f
K.A. Busiah, Js Rabemananjara, Houphouet-BQigny, -Pére E. Huddleston...‘

Houg avons ici l'honneur de vous demander si vous accepte-—
riez de partieiper a ces entretiens. La Société européenne de culture
offria &yses invités une indemnité de voyage et l'hospitalité.

Noug vous saurions gré de vouloir bien nous faire parvenir
le Pluspromptement possible votre réponse de principe, pour nous fa-
ciliter l'organisation de la réception et des débatse. L'invitation
for le et le programme détaillé vous seront envoyés dés que nous
aurons formé la liste compléte des participants.

v

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur, avec les remerciements pour la
bienveillante attention que vous pré@terez & cette lettre, l'assurance
de ma haute considération.

4

(Umberto Campagnolo)

Monsieur Peter Abrahams

¢/o Faber and Faber Limided
24, Russell Square

LONDON W.C.1






SOCIETE AFRICAINE DE CULTURE

)"") »nJ V“"‘"Y YT A ﬁ"j TN
]_J..JD.'J L AC ..'A.i‘..!.(.l IIQJ

PARIS ledanuary.31st, 1959
2006/¢C

0 D ARRAKAMS
Mr. Peter ABRAHAMS

Editor of the Paper
National Party
KINGSTON

Jamafca

A

Dear Sir,

D

very sincerely wish thatpydu flight get the possibility to
write a paper for the second Coagr 85 of Negro Writers and Artists
for instance, on the follovidg WuBDject:

The NOVEL AND ITS REPONEDRLITIES REGARDING

1 NESQUE SIYLE
2) THE ASPIRATQONE OF AFRICAN PEOPLES
Or any othe® SubJPCt your convenience, according to the

and the different Circulars which

general schemé%f\the uonbress
ag 1iding under

you certainlyN\glregady received, and we are again sen
separate dgver.

Please could you let us know urgently this paper could reach
us before the end of februarye.

We do hope that will be possible and remain, Dear Sir
Very Syncerely fours

The Secretariat of the I

. R

- C.C.P. PARIS 15.232.74

42, Rue Descartes, mmsv»
Tél. ODEON §7-69
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SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE OF RACE RELATIONS. W.0.219
; Transvalia Building - 21 Stiemens Street — Braamfontdinu

- Johannesburg. L
President: Dr. Ellen Hellmann. Telephoness 44-4360/8/9
; S Telegrams: "UBUNTU"
Director: Quintin Whyte. ) . : P.O.%ox 97.'' JOHANNESBURG.

3rd August, 1954.

Mr., Peter Abrahams,
37, Jessel Driwve,
Loughton,

Essex,
ENGLAND.

Dear Peter,

You may, or may not, be surprised to get a letter fnpmfme under the
above heading. Perhaps Tony told you about me, I have been with the
Ingtitute since February this year. :

Peter, we have written separately to the Editor, "International
Affairs", to ask permission to republish /im our "Race Relations Journal" your
excellent article on the "Conflict of Culture in Africa" in-the July
"International Affairs". But it's also ‘been suggested that as I know you
(will you ever forget that trip to the alrport°) I should write to you
personaIly, because you (it is stated) dlsapprove of the Institute, You
apparently consider it a "bar to the progress of the Non-European peoples".

Look, chum! Far from actively barring any people or any person,
our trouble is that too many people don't know what the heck we do! In
p01nt of fact, what we have done in the past 25 years is to investigate Just
the things that you yourself have condemned in your books.

We hdve investigated such things as:-~ Do Non-Buropeans get enough
food with what they are paid? What sort of places do they live in? How
many Africans can read and write? Having found the facts, we publish them,
and through that, quite a lot of action has been taken. All right: not
enough; we both know that; but that is'nt our fault! We publish the facts
and it is for other people to take the action.

And therefrom stems your misconception. I had this same argument
with Tony a few months, ago. He said, in effect,: "We published two stories -
the Bethal story and the story of how Henry went to jail for four days; and
immediately we got something done. What do you do?"

The answer is. that we do substantially the same thing - finding out
the truth - only in a different way. As you, obviously, from your article,
are well aware, there are two sides to every question; and in this country,
one of the sides is occupied by the Government. We can get co-operation from
Government departments which "Drum" could never get; and that is useful in
digging out what the newspapers will persist in calling "the true facts".
Collaboration does not mean we agree with them; it just means we play it
easy — and get results that way. "Drum" has its way; we have ours, We both

have/...



have a part to.play in what the left-wing boys would call "The Struggle,

Certainly some of our recent pronouncements, particularly our
letter to, Dr, Malan, have been, as they say "on the nose". I don't see how
you could possibly see bars to Non—European progress in them -~ on the contrary,
rather the reverse. |

All thls is simply to indicate that' I think the Instltute, in the
words of "1066 And All That" is ™A Good Thing" and Iido hope that you will
allow us to republish your article.

I hope all goes well with you and yours. .In retrospect, I:realise
that that journey to the airport must have been even more nerve-racking for
you than it was for me (and it was, believe me! ) but I got you:there in one



piece’ (just!) which, I'imagine, is' the final test!
I have, sir, the honour to be,

Your most obedient sgrvant,
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/ REROGRAMME
AIR LETTER
LUEBRIE F

MR. PETLR ABRAHAMS

‘o o 37 JESSEL DRIVE,

LOUGHTON, ESSEX,

EGL LD

.

¢+ IF ANYTHING IS ENCLOSED THIS LETTER ASENIGIETS INGESLUIT WORD SAL HIERDIE
WILL BE SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL y BRIEF PER GEWONE POS GESTUUR WORD

.

SENDER'S NAME AND ADDRESS

§ NAAM EN ADRES VAN AFSENDER
= L
& D. Macrae Taylor, e
a
% e S.A Instltute of Raoe Relatlons
| 5 b o B & T
i P&, Box 97,
H e il M T Ry ek e o
JOHANNESEURG,

SOUTH AFRICA.
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AFRICAN WRITERS WHO'S WHO

3966 = 1957

212 Mendi Rd.,
New Brighton,
PORT ELIZABETH

17th August,1956.

my Plss @lrabarma
37 Jeret Srwe
Aonghton _foston , Knpland

Dear Sir/Madam,

I wish to inform you that I am now compiling
a book of short Biographies ‘of African Authors end Journalists to
be published early nextiyear.

All African writers and journalists are requested
to send to the Editor of this book copies of their Biographies
(to be written in the third person in English) and accompanied by
their postcard size photographs on or before the 30th September,1956.

NOVEMEBER

Since the expense of producing such a book will
be very high, it has been decided that no complimentary copies shall
be issued to anyone. The price of the book is expected to be about
5/6d. or 7/6d. per copy.

I am, therefore, asking you to assist me in
making this effort a real success by sending to me your life-story
and photograph as soon as possible.

Yours faithfully,

5_Me74a VL
Go. SOYA MAMA.
(Editor & Publisher).
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STEWART—JOHNSON & ASSOCIATES LTD.
97B Church Street, Kingston, Jamaica, W.I.

: Advertising

Mail P.O. Box 4 — Telephone 5556 (5 Lines)

10th January, 1963

Mr. Peter Abrahams,

The West Indian Economist,
164 Harbour St.,

Kingston,

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

This is justmto,remind you of your promise
to send copy for a Newsletter for HRHeginald Aitken Ltd.
Kindly do what you can,in this connection as early as pos-

sibl eo.

Yours very truly,

JOHNON & Ab‘ OFTATES LTD

AMTHUNY A. GAMBRILL
Account Executive.

ST EWART-

AAG/mb



THOMAS NELSON & SONS LTD, PUBLISHERS

LONDON EDINBURGH PARIS MELBOURNE JOHANNESBURG TORONTO NEW YORK

Telephone : HYDe Park 8351 36 PARK STREET
Telegrams : Thonelson Audley London PARK LANE
Cables : Thonelson London W.1 LONDON W.1

8th July, 196k%.

Peter Abrahams, Egq.,
Coyaba,

Red Hills P.O.,

ot. Andrew,

Jamaica, West Indies.

Dear Peter,

When Mr, F. L. Sangster waswover here, he suggested
that you might be interestedein writing a biography of
Sir Alexander Bustamante if commissioned by us to do sa.

We shall be very happy 10 make proposals if you are
interested as I tried,last year unsuccessfully to start a
book of this kind.

With kind regards to the family,

Yours simcerely,

Ve [l

E. M, Milne



Sender’s name and address: THOMASNELSON&SON S LTD ...............

PARK LANE,

LONDON, W.I.

AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY
ENCLOSURE; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED
OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL.

The APSLEY’ Air Letter
A John Dickinson Product

Form approved by Postmaster General No—71995/1Z
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s 8 25th June, 1962,

Please forgive the delay in replying to your letter of
June 4, but I em working under very grent pressure at the
moment,

I would have loved to undertake your assignment but un-
fortunately I am so very heavily committed 2t present that I
em afraid thet I will not be a2ble to do justice to such en
importent subject. I =am also committed to en enormous amount
of radio work for independence and~l must slso do a special
story on Jamaica for the American magazine "Holiday".

I would, however, like %o suggest two possible alternatives
if you have not elready made other arrangements. First, I
would suggest NMr., A, L. Hendrigks, the General Mesnager of the
Jenigdica Broadecesting Corporation, who 18 himself a poet 2nd who
is greatly interested Im the cultural life of Jamsica., MNr.
Hendrigks is slso_ the chairman of the Government /frts Advisory
Council, He will be in London sometime next week with the
Jemsican mission led by Sir Alexender Bustamante, So you
could contact him when he arrives.,

My second suggestion ie NMr, Cedric Lindo who is the B.B.C.
representative in Jemesica =2nd who is as knowledgeable about
West Indien Arf snd literature 2s anybody else I know in the
region, Mr, Lindo end lNr., Hendricks, incidentally, sre com-
piling an officisl snthology of Jemeican Literature to cele-
brate independence, I shall write the introduction to this
enthology.

I am very sorry indeed not to be able to undertake this
assignment myself,

Yours sincerely,

Pﬂ/ﬁl. Peter /brahems,

Mr, P. J. R. Harding,
Editor,

The Times

London E.é.4.,
England,
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THE TIMES PUBLISHING COMPANY, LIMITED
PRINTING HOUSE SQUARE
LONDON, E.C.4
TELEPHONE: CENTRAL 2000

June 4, 1962.

A N Abrelous,

Jamaica, as you know, will become an independent State on Monday, August 6
and to mark the occasion The Times will publish a Special Supplement on Friday,
August 3.

I am inviting Sir Alexander Bustamante, Mr. Macmillan and the Secretary of
State for the Colonies to contribute short messages for the Supplement and sub-
jects discussed in articles will include the people of Jamaica, the island's
agriculture, industry and external trade, foreign relations and others.

After discussing the Supplement at_ the office of the Commissioner for the
West Indies, British Guiana and British Honduras in London, I am now writing to
ask if you will undertake one of the most important articles; this is an account -
1,100 words in length - of Jamaica's recent achievements in painting, writing and
other cultural activities, including,if there is space and you think fit, such
fields as architecture, book publishing and the press.

I very much hope that you will agree to write this article, for which I am
offering a fee of twenty guineas. If you will, may I have it here, please, not
later than Friday, July 6%

I should be most grateful for the loan of any photographs - or the suggest-
ion of sources from which they could be obtained - that could be used to illust-

rate this article. p
7.

P.J.R. Harding &~
Editor, Special Supplements.

Mr. Peter Abrahams,

West Indian Economist Trust Ltd.,
164/166 Harbour Street,

Kingston,

Jamaica,
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