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ABSTRACT

FMTEY CHARACTERISTICS AND PERIFORMANCE OF A CUHCRT
OF ENGINZERING 5TUZENTS, AT THs CCLLESE OF AxTs,
SCIENCE AND "ECHNOLOGY

CARRCL WrITZ

This sTudy examined selecticn and performance of a single year's
antry (1980) into <re Enginesring Lepartment cf the College of Arts,
Soismces end Technology and reviews The stucents' “rﬁgresg through the

three vears of thelr mrogramme. Attenticn was foctssed on past academic

oizs ard sex of

scrilevement, past Tlerat backgrourd, technica

These congtltuted the indepercent variatles with terfcrmarce in

engineering years 1, 2 ard 3 being the dependent varias es,

“he <ata collected for the sarple which corelisTed Initialiy of 120
students but was graduzlly reduced vearly to 72 im year I Zecauss of sTucent
dron-cut, were znalveed in restconse to stated research cuestions.
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<. Tor all studerts wro cormlefed the couwrse (completzsrs), as well

serformance in vears 1 and 2 of the engineering TrCEraTe

i1, Tor students whe did not complete The course (Non-corp ,
oast acaderic achievement was notT slgnificantly re_ated o

arv of the performed variables.
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For neither group of studerts, corpletsrs or non-oonolotsrd,
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cdisplay e sigrdficant corrslation w

cerfcrmance in engineerivig.
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For completers overall, non-completers who left collepe at the

end of vyear 2, as well as the sub-samples of completers from
Tectnical and Traditional High Schools, the college performance
variables were strongly and significantly intercorrelated.
Completers from the Technical High School scored significantly
higher or Technical bias than their Traditional High School
counterparts; however, the latter group had exnibited a signifi-
cantly higher level of acacdemic achievement, pricr to ccllege
entry than the former.

No significamt difference in students' performance in engineering
was found between students who had attended the different school
types.

Fror limited data indications are that there may De no difference

between men and women in performance in engineering

In view of these outcomes and their significance to education in

Jamaica, a number of recommendations were made.
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