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—An ‘Import’ From Trinidad—

‘Pans’ Pounded FI'or St. Stephen

By JACK ROACH
Evening Post Staif Writer

Because an admiral, a relired
Navy chiel petty officer and a
native of Trinidad share a you-
fual interesl, Si. Stéphen High
Schoo! soon may have (he fivst ©
steel band in the United Slates;

In case you didn't know, a
sieel band I8 a group’ of musi-
ciang making musie on the tops

i\ulh ioil drums? In fact,

heard a native steel band in Roeper, performed for President

Trinidad. He liked it and as-
signed his chief musician, Mr.
Roeper, to organize one.

Chief Roeper, who has been a
- musician practically all his life,
snow admits he was skeptical,
Whoever heard of making mus}:c
e
“Wasn't even intoresied—be was
due 1¢ retire shortly.

But the admiral sent him to

of old &5-gallon oil drums. And | "Trinida ! to hear a native band.

what they make really is music, ‘1 “Once

not just a cacaphony of sounds.

Rear Adm. Dan V. Gallery, '
commandant of the 10th Naval
District with  headquarters in
San Juan, Puerto Rico, and alse
commander of the Caribbean
Sea Command, is a rabid steel
band fan.

Former Navy Chief Musician
C. A, Roeper, who retired last
year and is now band director
al St. Stephen High School, di-
recled a steel band for three
years.

Ellie Menett of Port au Spain,
'I‘nmdud Is a steel band ex-

pert,
In March, 1957 Adm. Gallery

heard it," Chief Roeper
said, “Y knew that steel bands
were for me.”
Chief Roeper decided not
to retire, Instead he found Man-
nette, a -nachinist by trade but
who is mpaxdeied one of the
foremost  steel bandsmen in
Trinidad. In 1950 he was the
leader of ' the Invaders Steel
Band which presented concerts
in England and France,
Mannette was hired to make
the instruments for the Navy
band and in May, 1957, it gave
its first concert at the Navy Re-
lief Carnival in San Juan. For
the next three years the Navy
stesl band, directed by Chief

Eisenhower, at the Navy Relief
Ball in Washington, at the Mar-
di Gras in New Orleans and in
other leading U.S, cities,

In 1858 it was the only group
invited for a return engagement
at the Worlds Fair in Brus-
sels,

Last Qctober Chief Rocper,
| who once headed the Sixth Dis-
trict band, retired from the

Navy and seitled in North
Charleston.

The chief's heart was still
with steel bands and so

he talked or organizing a steel
{band at the Berkeley Coun-
ity school. He won the support
of Dr. Legrand Yarborough,
superintendent of schools in that
area, and was given the go-
ahead,

The chief had brought with
him from the islands six Instru-
ments, all made by Mannetle,
And for two months he has been
1caching students _to pla

X
ihe pans52 as they are called.
However, it was decided more
pans are needed, so Mannette ar-
rived in Charleston from Trini-

dad last Thursday and he and
Chief Roeper are at work.

A pan is made by depressing
the top of an oil drum by beat-
ing it with a hammer until it
resembles a bird bath. Mannette
explained that a deep groove—
which acts as a fence — will
sg?ﬁne any given pitch to a

all portion of the surface.

nom:remarkodanthe..

surrﬁce by scoring grooves. with
a hammer and punch. The drum
is ithen heated over a fire and
allowed to cool.

By turning the drum upside
down and tapping the underside
of the lid — lightly with a
hammer, the pitch can be al-
tered until the right one is
achieved.

The drum is then cul off about
six or eight inches from the
top, or in the case of thgse to
be used as bass drums, the en-
tire ol drum is used.

The fewer areas nolched on
the drum top, the deeper the
tone. Thus, bass drums may
have only two or three areas
graoved, while those with high-
er tones may have as many
as 30 smaller areas notched.

. Chief Roeper said he

The drum tops which produce
Soprano tones are Known as
“ping pongs,” whose produclns

alto are known as “'seconds™
and are usually played in pairs.
There also are cell

bass pans.

When he was asked to come
here, Mannette refused and told
Mr., Rw!?uhs’d.lh‘::;,m of the

he was mwhm
to eéma to the South, w

However, Mr. Roeper pre- |
vailed upon him and after being |
in Charleston only three days he
said, “Tt isn't at all like I was
told or the stories I've hurﬁ—'?l

have about 14 pans

. you've g
thn you )

Charleston area @ﬂ’!n{

of April 20th se maybe

around here can hear wha

fii;;sl class M band  sound
e



