
EDITORIAL 

'The !{ape Of Grenada 
It was with deep revulsion a •;d dism ay t hat the wurid 

experienced the mighty US war machine pouncing on lit.t:le 
Grcnadt:. in the Caribbean . All along since t.he March 1979 
rt !Volution which toppled the regime of the US puppet Sir 
Eric Gairy, US strategists were s,:ying that Gren ada posed 
a"threat" to the Caribbean and " S vital interests". Thest 
"vital interests" of the USA are cvervwhere it would seem. 
? lans fo r arrhed int ervention in Grenada were ·duly drnwr, 
up. hut. kept in wld storage un til the righ t t ime, "' . ,ct. 
p0sslbly until the rig-ht advent urer came into t he Wl1it,. 
House. Heagnn did what Carter did not do. He rapecl • ' i•e . 

nada ! 
Besjdes upset ting the Cari bbean as a whole, t h~• UB 

action (aided by 6 puppet regim es in the Reg"ion ) h as sl:~'l t­
tered the tenuous unity which c,)l(isted in Cariccm, 2nd 
h.:is all but wrecked that organisation. Today there is 
talk by the puppe ts of a "Caricor-1 Two." S11ch a creat •i-e 
can only be a servile tool of US imnerialism--to be used for 
s.imilar interventions in the hemjEphere, and should be op­
posed vehemently. It must not . :ist . 

The Bishop government was the most dynamic and 
dcmoera.tic in the Conunonwetl l th Caribb,•an . an d was 
rapidly and surciy s_howing the " ·ay to sod alis t orienta• 
tion in Uie aren. lt was becom ii g- for Cari corn t h t y p(' 
of shining- bcaeon that Cuba ha--; been for Lat ini America 
Git1 ('e 1959 ,v hcn- Ficlcl Castro <iwrthrew another US pup­
pet, Fulgencio Batista. To this {: '.ly, the USA has not re- • 
C{)t\d]ed itself to the loss of its Cuban fhm key, Bati.~ta . 
:..nu has been t'xtremely hostile to the Cuban revolutio,. ,,ry 
go,·ernment headed by Castro. • 

It is diffi cul t to see whaf'" militarv th n' at '· little Gre­
nada posed to the mighty armed-lo-the-teeth US imper.i.,:+ 
b m. It is also spine-chilling to re2lise th at in th is day a~d 
age, the USA can get away scot-fr2e with Uie invasion and 
rape of a sovereign. country! i:·o,·, many .count ric's t l ere­
fore are safe? And which ·country is next on t h e hit Hst ? 

. The US government. piqued over the intern ational 
• oc1_tcry at its criminal act, has :mnounced its intention 
to draw up a list of names of st,1tes at the m,r and eJse ­
where "which consistently criticb e the USA". The[le , ic -

tims of reprisals would not get aid it is supposed, and 
would also be subject to assorted pressures. The condem­
natory vote at the UN General Assembly was a srnthing 
indictment of US aggres3ion. Out of 156 member states 
at that world ly id y , th~,e who were present voted 108 in 
favour and only 9 against the resolution. • 

The great progress revolutionary Gren acta was mak­
iJ.,g was genera ti1ig- se_rious fea rs in the capitals of Caricmn, 
pR:t icul3rly thm;e similar .sm2.ll states In tl1e Orp~anis:1-­
t irm of .Eas tern C8ribbean States (OECS) . Grenada was 
dcmonstTat.ing that e • · ;-~,1 small states can move positively, 
c:1er~eHcally, ~nd i!ei i,Je:·ate!y tov·ards sociali sm .. and can 
have a vibrant and suund economy . .. . so sound that the 
\ -Vo rld Bank issucrl :J. mcm•n-::i •~fl Hm in 1982 h commenda­
tion of the ::1chicvemcnts of the Grenada government. 

The set -b'."lck of the Grenadn rev ~lution is a sad blow 
U the revolution:.:,rv movement in the Caribbean and the 
world at large. ·Tr1is is an experi ence which _must be care­
full y annlyscd; and vigorous steps must be taken to see 
t hat there is no repetition anywhere. Imperialism thrives 
en disunity, and US imperia!ism is waiting to pounee 
again. 

Progressive leaders everywhere in and out of govern ­
ment mt1 st le,irn a stern leSS()11 f rom the rape of Grenada. 
S1>ciaJ revoluti0nr- ~hou]d net he considered the pe..-sonal 
property of nation.al leaders, national parties, or nation 
:, !ates. This is not onlv u>1-IVlarxist, but is a fl agrant viola­
t ion of the principles· of Proletarian Int.ematfonalism. 

Internal sqn abbles can be pou nced upon by imper­
ialism (the ever vigil ant CIA.) to either drive 3. wedire in 
t11e echelons of power or launch a military adventure. 
There is a trite b~1t true maxim : A house divided ag·.1it, :; t 
it:.;clf cannot stand! 

A social revolution (particularly a socialis t revolu­
tion ) in anv naLion state is a v.iLal link in the chain of 
p1ogressive ·nat ion s and economies around the world, and 
s.ign ifies not only a steady weakening of imperia.lism -'capi­
k lism , but further positive changes in t he balance of . 
forces between t he two opposing social systems. Imperial­
ism will therefore try to smash this chain at its weakest 
imk, which is ,,vhy serious differences in ruling pa~ties 
ought not to be brushed under the carpet, but must be me-

dia~ed early and settled promptly before they escalate to 
disaster as in Gren ada. • . . ·· bb ·ct­

• Reaction is no·w running am?k m the_ Car~ , _ean, n d 
inr· a new wave of ant i --commumsm, ~nt1-So_v1tt1;1:'1' an, __ 
•a r:ti-Cast roism. Ifavin g th reatened Sur~name and .~\~all0:\ 
~:d up Grenada, US imperialism is funously f,;nash_1_?.1; i~., 
t ,er, at Nicara()'ua and stepping up fevensl_i m ill a1 y 
-'.- b~"f eren~e in El S~lvador. More threats a1:e bemg hnrle~ ~l Cuba fresh n aval manoeuvres_ are takmg_ plac~, an -
n aval fl~et s are bein~ reinf~1rced m the hem1sphe1~ia~e~ 
acUon in the Region is seekmg} o place ~he ,;w~~i~h they 
for the Grenada bloodshed on commumsm 

• despise They must not succeed. . . -
- Let the grim Grenada lesson be lea~·nt by all progre~ 
·ve forces. Imperialism is ever watching, plottmg rn 

f~1rking furtively; waiting for a_ chance. to p~mnce, re~ ore 
the old order, and reverse t he tide of_ history •• 
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