ABSTRACT

An Assessment of the Extent ot Hegistration of
Stillbirths and Neanata! Deaths in Jumaica

Carol Evadne Gavie
A situdy wal- done between February and Mav, 1488 Lo
detoermine the rompletencss ol revisiration of stilliblirihe
Aardd neotnatai deaths in Jamaicas, Heglstirations were
matched with dala on events identilied 1n the Jamaica

Perinatal Mortality and Morbidity Stady, 1986 - 14987,

The results indicated very fow levels of registration
- 8% of stillbivths and 11% of necapatal deaths, This was
the trend Irrespective of where Lhe cvent toobh piace orv
wiho was 1n attendance at the birth . However, there was
o significantly higher feve| ot redrstiration ot
gtitlbirths that occurred ib private hospitats (37%),
conpared with those in publiic hosvitals 10%). Neognatal

tdeaths whioch occurred at home were mare likelv to he

registered [22%) than thase e hospstad [ D2%).

The low level of registratior ls atiributabie mainly ta
insuitficient knowledge on Lhe part of the public as wel |

as health workers of the importance of vital statistics

and reeglstration. A public educat e programme and
training for health workoers and FHegizslrars wWeTe

recommended as actions Likely to bring about significant

improvement s in o the vital regosiral sy svstem.



