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‘Washington is listening to the Caribbean now’

are

says Eugeni’a Charles

Prime Minister Eugenia Charles of Dominica is known as the Iron
Lady of the Caribbean. She boldly called on the United States to intervene
in neigbouring Grenada after the murder of leftist leader Maurice Bishop
last October, and she has personally led ber tiny island nation back from
the brink of economic chaos in her four years in office. In the capital of
Roseau last month, Charles, 66 sg> e with Newsweek’s Ron Moreau one
year after the Grenada invasion. Excerpts:

Caribbean as smal

obvious to us.
MOREAU: What is the significance of the trial that opened this
week in Grenada of the 19 persons accused of having killed Prime
Minister Maurice Bishop and more than a dozen other Grenadians?

CHARLES: It is important to Grenada, where for so many years people
were held without charge. Now the persons who are accused ofy this serious
crime will only be found guilty if the evidence clearly shows that they are
guilty. It is very important that people who. have deprived Grenadians of their
rights are now being given the opportunity to defend themselves.

@® More stable?

Q. Is the east Caribbean more stable and more Prosperous now one
year after the Grenada invasion?

A. Yes, I think the area is more stable, and economically it is beginning to
move. One of the reasons we were held back from moving to the heights we
expected was that it took some time for us to feel the benefits of the
economic recovery in the United States.

Q. Do you feel there was a lesson learned in the Grenada invasion?

A. Yes. We had been dormant. We lived with (Bishop’s) leftist coup in
1979, hopeful that Grenada would come back to the norms we expect, such
as free elections and the right for people to talk openly and crticise the

overnment. We were horrified by what halppened last October. We finally

ad to do something — and we did. We learned the lesson that we must
never take things for granted. We like the stable, equitable way things are
going in Dominica.

But we also know that there are dissidents here. We don’t have any

invasion?

letters.

infrastructure we need.

myopia. We know that there are persons who seem remote from us and whe,

prepared to assist these dissidents with

totalitarian ldeoloFy into this part of the world. You ma
and insignificant. But there are those w s

They are prepared to go to lenghts to ensure that their beli are visiing us this month. And :

Dep A prip g g eir beliefs are forced on : d we have recently signed an_economic-

Q. Are you referring to Cuba and the Soviet Union?

A. No, I am thinking of Libya and North Korea, which are funding th 5
dissidents in this part of the world. I haven’t seen the cheques come in, ll;’ft it’: Grgnada operation?

@ Any benefits?

Q. Has Dominica reaped anybenefits in the year since the Grenada

A. We haven’t reaped any benefits. In fact, it has made the left-oriented
group here far more vigorous in their attempts to get this government out,

Q. What are the leftists saying?

- A. That life is grim. The left can promise things, Our

refused to promise.grllsut we have perfgrmed. We‘;grsc buildx‘r,xagnaynkas - i
roads; we are getting electrici
service; we have built schools and expanded medical services;
ambulances and fire engines in rural areas. We brought down the rate of A
unem%lé)ymcnt fr:)m4233 pgrcent l;o 1.15 percent, Wef brough{I down inflation mind yet. There is so much [
rom ercent to 4.3 percent. People criticiseme for travellin i : ; :

tell people you don'r ger $95 millon worth of soads by el nE-a ot BUE T if I dor'e get (e-clecred) these shings well o
to go out and look for it. You don’t get schools and crectricity just by writing

® Foreign investments

Q. Is Dominica getting foreign investment?

A. Yes, we are, considering what we have to offer. We don’t hae a jet withour
airport and our roads are bad. :
put his back out of joint, So w

Q. Which investors are coming into Dominica?

A h . as come to
.

We ave a ’ew A]Ilel 1Can mvestors A Ialwaﬂcse mission h

S§€e us. Ihe GOVCIHOI Of I]Ollda, RObCIl‘ Glahaﬂl, a"d HOI'lda busl"essﬂle"

the purpose of bringing a
think of us in the

o see us otherwise.,

employing 500 people, then we would not have an unem
Are investors more keen i

A. Yes. I think investors know the area exists
ave to go far as Hongf1 Kong to invest. People see this i

to democracy, where t eir investment will be safe.

Q. Are you getting the foreign aid you feel you deserve?

A. Not enough. There is so much m i
: ore we desire — | g
awﬁ> ?e?h?%rri}x i ll:t 55}){;&(: responding to us. The Unitec;v é)tralttessah};sdﬁse‘i]m
ot. nch w us 1improve our tiny aj I don’t thi
United States is giving us lr)noro: a% j i oF G i3
Washington is listening to us, They imx:twgzcriu::ﬁgu?;.c el b

@ Elections
Q. What about elections?

. The¥ must be held by October of next year. I don’t have a date in m
would like to get done before elections, so that

e there. But the opposition is

to be on top.

Q. What about the upcoming election in Grenada?

A. I'm looking forward to the election th
] g forw ere. I thought
\ ?:gntt:ll_;cac:;si :vngnx,r;rsm months, }]3_ut v;e didr}’t reali*seuirha:h:y s}sl:g:gldesh?}‘;:
intry i '€ Was no police force, for example, Th idn’
voting lists. Now I think they are doing well to have clgctions ;ygéggr;b};ﬁ

on’t want to interfere, but I think thar Grenada will .
the election. O nada will never be (stabilized)

O o e v oot il g e, ot S s ikt el
o TiE Eears. And I'm not divulging any secrets when I say I wouldn’t li Seo (S

| ric) Gairy get back in,

:and repairing
to the east coast and expanding telephone
we have

sitting here. You have not united. Its leaders are all fighting each other

€ to see (Sir
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Phyllis Coard in “#
court on strefcher :

ST. GEORGE’S, Nov. 1, (CANA)

Hunger striker Phyllis Coard, one of 19 accused
in Grenada’s controversial Maurice Bishop murder
trial was lifted into the courtroom on a stretcher
today. s

It was perhaps the only drama of the 45-minute
session, as Judge Archibald Nedd adjourned the
case for three weeks pending his ruling on a
defence motion challeging the constitutionality of
the court. No evidence was heard. 1

Mrs. Coard; wife of one of the key accused,
former Deputy Prime Minister Bernard Coard,
again complained about prison regulations.

“l am absolutely isolated. I am not allowed to
even speak to my husband. This is the reason why
my hunger strike cannot end.

1
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MBPM sends money fo" "/’

aid Dominica

ST. GEORGES, Nov. 13
J (CANA)

Grenada’s  Maurice
Bishop Parriotic
Movement, the political
party of supporters of
the slain leftist Prime
Minister, says it has
made available 500 dol-
lars (one E.C. dollar =
37 cents US.) to assist
flood victims in Domin-
ica, regretting it could
not send more because
of a depressed economy
in the wake of the Octo-
ber 1983 invasion in
which Roseau played a
key role.

‘In a cable to Prime
Minister Eugenia
Charles — the second in
as many weeks. — the
movement said it deeply

regretted the massive de-
- struction and hardship
caused to the people of
Dominica by the rains.

“We would have
wished to “contribute a
larger sum but cannot

- - ’
flood victims
do so because of the
depressed economic sit-
uation imposed on our
nation in the wake of
last October’s U.S.-led
invasion of Grenada,”
the cable said.

Last week, ' the
movement had cabled
Miss Charles criticising
her for expressing a de-
sire to see moderates
win the December 3
general elections, deem-
ing it interference in the
island’s democratic  af-
fairs and accusing her of
causing “untold suffering
to our people...”

Prime Minister
Charles as the then
chairman of the seven-
nation Organisation of
Eastern Caribbean States
(OECS) played a key role
in securing United States
military assistance to put
down a left-wing Junta
that had seized power
killing Prime Minister
Bishop.
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Grenada’s GULP
says that it is
_stronger than ever

.. ST GEORGE’S-
,Nov 18 (CANA):

‘“The right-wing Grena-
~da United Labour Par-

‘ty-‘(GULP). one of the
~leading parties con-
“testing next month’s
,general elections, says
1t is stronger than ever

- and anticipates a

- sweeping victory,

“according to former

“Deputy Prime Min-

--aster Herbert Preud-

= homme.

{: He told about 150
~persons attending a
“GULP public meeting

- last night the party was

= confident of a repeat of

~ the 1976 elections victo-

““ry when it won nine of

15 seats at stake.

The GULP, which
- formed the last elected
-~ government until it was
- toppled in a 1979 left-
~wing coup, is cam-
< paigning on a platform
= of reconciliation for
" next month’s general

elections.

# Preadhomme, who is
not contesting the elec-
tions but has been the
main speaker at some
meetings, said the party

. had no bitterness against
anyone and there would
not be any victimisaion
if it won the December
3 elections.

“We all come to you

in the name of the Gre-

" nada United Labour Par-

ty in a spirit of reconcil-

iaion, love and

friendship for all,” he
said.

“The Labour Party is
.tronger today because
all its prodigal sons and
daughters are coming

" kome,” Preudhomme
added.
The GULPJled by

* former Prime Minister
Eric Gairy, was widely
accused of human rights
violations and corrup-
tion by opposition par-
ties prior to 1979 when
it was ousted by a left-
wing coup.

Forty-eight candi-
-dates representing _the
. “GULP, the centrist New
= National Party (NNP), a
~ coalition of three par-
ties, the left-wing Mau-
.. rice Bishop Patriotic
- Movement (MBPM) and
the Christian Democrat-
ic' Labour Party (CDLP)
- along with four indepen-
“ dents will contest the
~ ~election.

Preudhomme said a

GULP governmcnt
would be committed to
its manifesto pledge of
having a strong Amen-
can presence on the is-
land, including a perma-
nent U.S. military base.
He said party leader
Gairy had been asking
for a U.S. presence since
1964 and that if the
party won the election it
would ask the Amer-
cans to remain on the

island. The GULP also

wanted to strengthen
friendship with Britain
and other traditional

friends, he said.‘

“We would follow
the Westminster-type
policy of government.

We are going to follow
the Western-type de-
mocracy. We are not
going on the Eastern
side at all. Ler it stay
where it is,” he added.

|

|



I\\\\Z (\ \i anes

‘ MBPM protests Charles’ meddling
in Grenada’s internal affairs

ST. GEORGE’S, Nov.5,
(CANA) ;

The leftist Maurice
Bishop Patriotic

\

Movement, the rem-
nants of the New Jewel
Movement (NJM) which
formed Grenada’s Gov-
ernment between 1979

and 1983 has protested.

what it termed interfer-
ence in the island’s do-
mestic affairs by Domin-
ica’s Prime  Minister
Eugenia Charles, who
recently urged Grenadi-

" ans to vote for moder-

| new colonial

ates in the December 3
general elections.

“Your constant med-
dling in the affairs of
Grenada has caused un-
told suffering to our
people, and has also
opened the region to
domina-
tion,” said a statement
signed by the

| _
\\ © y & , (Y X A

Movement’s chairman,
former Industrialisation
Minister Kenrick Radix.
. It’added: “We urge
you to devote all your
energies to solve serious
problems of underdeve-
lopment facing your na-
tion and people after
centuries of colonialism
and natural disasters.”

In an apparent refer-
ence to the recently
formed New National
Party (NNP), the only
moderate group contest-
ing the general elections
here, Miss Charles had
said : “Under the moder-
ates, Grenadians have a
fair chance of having
regular elections and be-
ing able to choose a
Government on regular

periods.”

Radix has charged
that the NNP is orga-
nised and financed by
the United States.

The Dominica lead-
er’'s comments  were
made against -a back-
ground of excesses in
the past where right-
wing dictator Sir Eric
Gairy was ousted in a
1979 coup by the pro-
Cuba NJM, itself ousted
in October last year by
hardline leftists in a mili-
tary coup.

Miss Charles played a
key role in securing U.S.
assistance to put down

the left-wing military
junta that had seized
power  killing " Prime

Minister Bishop.



ST. GEORGE’S,
Grenada (AP):
The invasion of Grenada
was a political plus for
U.S.  President Ronald
Reagan and the Caribbe-
an leaders who partici-
pated, but those who
opposed the invasion re-
main unconvinced it was
justified.
Meanwhile, in
maonths since the inva-
sion, there has been
skepticism about the ef-
ficiency of the U.S. mili-

the

performance,
which was highly praised
by Washington in the
immediate aftermath.
Those who criticized
the military said nine of
the 20 Americans killed

tary’s

accidents —
crashes,
“friendly

died from
helicopter
drownings and
fire”
American bullets.
Although initial Wa-
shington  briefings
conducted with the U.S.
news media barred from

C

— killed by errant,
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Sy
free access until the in- sriture, praised the brav-
vasion's fifth day — ery _and  “combat
called Grenada a heavily initiatives” of the par-
fortified  Sovier-Cuban achuting Army Rangers
“colony”, the island ac- who were the invasion’s

tually had' little modern
weaponry to defend the
some 730 Cubans .and
fewer than 2,000 Grena-

dia 'diers from nearly
6, aders.

llow-up  Penta-
gon, Teport in_Jjune, re-
butting ‘a criucal study

by a private group called
the Military Reform' In-

first wave, but did say
the army’s secretive anti-
terrorist  “Delta  Force”
didn’t mmplete its mis-
sion.

Reagan has touted
the Grenada action as a
foreign policy success.
Democratic  challenger
Walter Mondale has
steered away from crit-

Ne¢.

icizing  th invasion,
which was auepted by
most Americans, accord-
ing to opinion polls.

Stability

Of several Caribbean
Governments  which
sought the U.S. invasion
and sent troops to quell
whart they called a threat
to regional stability, four
called “snap elections”,
as allowed under the
British  parliamentary

systems followed by thﬁ’ ‘kcu A

former colonies. Three
— Jamaica, Antigua and
Barbuda and St. Kitts-
Nevis —won smashing
re-elections, while a
fourth — st. vincent and
the Grenadines — lost

to an opponent whg‘

also had favored.the in-

vasion.

But rhg invasion was
widely eriticized interna-
tiona including by

U.Sa
Eur

riends in Western
and Latin Amer-
here are those

Ve

%\M\i\&a

in the Caribbean region
who believe it could yet
emerge as a negative is-
sue.

“I think it could go
the other way, now that
we've had a year under
gxe light of reason,” said

rrol Barrow, the oppo-
sition leader of Barba-

dos, where President
Tom -Adams was a key
supporter.

Barrow, the island’s
leader in 1961-76, point-
ed out that Barbados’

sluggish economy  has
suffered  because two
major trading partners
—Trinidad and Tobago
and Guyana —have re-
duced trade with Barba-
dos since the invasion,
which they opposed.
President  George
Chambers of Trinidad
and Tobago, an oil-pro-
ducing nation that has
the region’s strongest
economy, promoted re-
gional economic  and
diplomatic  embargoes

. qi

)R A CRISIS REVIEWED

against the radical army
junta that took “power
on Grenada after the
October 19 murder of
President maurice Bish-

op following a lefrist
power struggle on the

tiny island.

Betrayed

Chambers  felt  he-
trayed because, he said,
his Government wasn’t
informed of the invasion
by its Caribbean alljes.

(Continued on Page 10B)
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: 'Antigua and the Caribbean

The Prime Minister of Antigua,
Mr. Vere Bird, has come out
strongly in support of the U.S.
positton in the Caribbean,
which he called an effort to
protect democratic systems of
overnment in the Caribbean.
peaking at the official opening
of a new building housing the
US. embassy in St. John’s,
Antigua, in September, Mr.
Bird said that the U.S.-led inva-
sion of Grenada on October 25
last year had prevented the
spread of communism in the
region. He said that “when
those who thought they would
build up their arms and come
to these islands one by one and
subdue us all, the United States
came to our assistance, and
with the men we supplied we
were able to go in and save the
people of Grenada from the
ternble experience they were
having, and also save us from
what was planned.”
Antigua and Barbuda along
with six other Caribbean gov-

emments provided token forces
for the US.-led operation
which followed the coup by !
hard-line Marxists in  the
ousted People’s Revolutionary
Government last year.

Prime Minister Maurice
Bishop and three other col-
leagues were killed during the
takeover which climaxed a
bitter leadership struggle
between Bishop ang his Deputy
Prime Minister Bernard Coard.
Coard and 18 others are now
to go on trial, charged with
murder and conspiracy to
murder.

It seems from statements
made by Mr. Bird and others
that the Caribbean is still
caught in an ideological rift
between anti-Cuban elements
and those who believe that the
Cuban way of life is the route
to go. Sadly there are many in
Jamaica who still adhere to the
second view. ;

Opinions on this Page, exéept for those in the Editorials
above, do not necessarily reflect the views of the GLEANER
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By JAMES

their future.

The airport, which U.S. ‘al-
leged, supported by documents
was intended as a forward base
for Cuban and Soviet military
forces in the Caribbean has been
completed by U.S. assistance and
opened as a commercial airport.
Cuban workers were found to
have been building military fuel
storage tanks, permanent bar-
racks at the isolated end of the
three-kilometer-long runway,
hardened aircraft bunkers and
| anti-aircraft positions around the
airport when U.S. troops inter-
vened October 25, 1983, backed
by Caribbean troops and Police
in a policing function.

Vital stepping stone

Of the 790 Cubans who were on
Grenada a year ago, 43 were profes-
sional military personnel, by Ha-
vana’s own admission. The rest, al-
though labelled as “construction
workers” by Cuba, were well trained
and experienced in military tactics.
Some were veterans of Cuban mili-
tary campaigns in Ethiopia and An-
gola. Cuba had provided 40 percent
of the estimated $71 million cost of
the Point Salines military complex
which was what the airport might
have become.

Following the expulsion of the

SRS, = ol RV

WO CURRENT HAPPENINGS in Grena-

da--the October 28 opening of Point Salines
Airport and the trial of 19 former Bishop com-
rades are reminders of the state of affairs on the
small Caribbean island only a year ago. A third
event, the election scheduled for December 3,
signals the hope that Grenadians now have for

Cubans, the interim Council set up
by Governor General Sir Paul Scoon
realized that Grenada’s recovery
from the disastrous years of Marxist
New Jewel Movement rule would
depend on economic recovery-and an
end to the island’s commercial isola-
tion. For this reason, completion of
Point Salinés airport became a top
priority in the reconstruction of Gre-
nada. Cuban workers were replaced
by Grenadians, and the U.S. and
Canada put up $21 million to finish
the airport.

Grenada lies 1,500 kilometers
southeast of Cuba, and Suriname--
where Cuba and the USSR were also
strong--another 1,000 kilometers be-
yond that in the same direction. All
tactical Soviet/Cuban military air-
craft in the Caribbean have sufficient
range to island-hop from Cuba to
Grenada to Suriname--bringing all
the eastern Caribbean, portions of
Colombia, Venezuela and parts of
Brazil within striking distance.

In this light, Grenada assumes
strategic importance as a vital step-
ping stone in the advance of Marx-
ist-Leninist revolution into the Ca-
ribbean and Latin America, fuelled
by the Soviet Union via Cuba.

Besides the Point Salines airport,
another current reminder of what
might have been is the murder trial
of 19 New Jewel Movement radi-
cals. \ i
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THE DAILY GLEANER, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1

hard-liner and Chief Defendant in a
series of trials which began mid-Oc-
tober, is accused of conspiring to
murder his comrade and leader,
Prime Minister Maurice Bishop. The
Prime Minister was shot to death a
year ago, October 19, after Coard’s
group ousted him in a violent power
struggle.

The Prosecution contends that
Coard and the other defendants
could not risk letting Bishop live
after the Prime Minister was freed
from house arrest by a crowd of
supporters. In a showdown at the
military fortress ‘in St. George’s,
Bishop and his leading lieutenants
were seized and executed by a firing
squad.

Cuban. advisers, although they
were in an authoritative position in




BLAIZE
..will he be the new Prime€  Yer it is clear that the smaller

Mimister?
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Al much attention is to-
cussed on the trial, which promises
to extend through the new year, the
people of Grenada are more con-

cerned about the future of their
island than the past. The first demo-
cratic elections since Bishop over-:
threw then Prime Minister Eric Gairy
'in 1979 will be held in December. At
this point, the new national party, led
by Herbert Blaize, and the Grenada
United Labour Party, headed by for-
mer Prime Minister Erc Gairy, are-
ahead in the polls, but the crowds
which went out in support of the
memory of Bishop on October 19
suggest that the Maurice Bishop Par-
ty led by Kenrick Radix should ‘not
be ruled out.

In a democratic election, the. peo- 4
ple’s will must be respected, and so if
Gairy or the Bishop Party wins -both -
being extremes, there will be some -
regret from observers who prefer the

moderate middle of the road. But it
would be the people’s choice.

territories in the Eastern Caribbean
would be unhappy with either Gairy

‘Grenada and had sufficient force at or Radix, and would like to see
their command, stood- aside and let Herbert Blaize as the new ane

the executions proceed.

~ Minister. They may get their wish. G:
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Radix’s left-wmg party

confident

ST. GEORGE'’S, Grenada, Nov 25 (CANA)

of v1ctory

EADER OF THE lone left-wing polmcal party contestmg
4 the December 3 general elections, Kenrick Radix, says his
Maurice Bishop Patriotic Movement (MBPM) is confident of
winning the elections which will provide the first democrati-
cally-elected government in eight years. |

Radix said his party would do better
than a lot of people believed it would.

“l think that we would win,” Radix, a
former Industrialisation Minister in the oustcd
New Jewel Movement (NJM) administration,
told CANA.

The MBPM takes its name from former Prlme
Minister Maurice Bishop who was kllled in a left-
wing military coup a year ago.

'%he party is contesting the 15- consmuency oll
along with the centrist New National Party (N ﬁJ

United Labour Party (GULP) of former Prime
Minister Eric Gairy and the Christian Democratic
Labour Party (CDLP).

Radix repeated a charge that one of the main
concerns of Grenadians was that Governor General
Cir Paul Scoon had failed to accede to a request by
ti ousands of persons who wanted to vote but had
tailed to register during the time stipulated. by the

PJ

of ex-chief Minister Herbert Blaize, the Grenada’

authorities.

He said the party was confident of getting the
support of the youths, working people, as well as
other democratic and patriotic elements for the
elections and that suppon “is growing and swelling
every day”.

“We are fighting on a platform. of national
independence for Grenada, the bringing into opera-
tion of programmes and policies that would benefit

the poor, dlS ossessed -youths, women and farmers

and so on,” Radix said

“We also believe that we as a people have the
right to chart our course and to mould ourselves
and country in our own image and in our own
likeness.”

He said the MBPM has been focussing durmg
its campaign on the “terrible economic situation”
Grenada was currently in because of the interim
administration decision to cut back on programmes
of the previous: govemmem
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. ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada,
Nov. 19, CANA:

Grenada’s Chief Justice Archibald
Nedd today dismissed a motion chal-
lenging the legality of the local Su-
preme Court to hear the murder trial
of 19 former military and political
officjals.

The motion was brought by for-
mer Deputy Prime Minister Bernard
Coard, one of the 19 charged for the
murder of Prime Minister, Maurice
Bishop and 10 others in a bloody
army coup in October 1983.

In his three-and-a-quarter hour
judgement, the Chief Justice s_ald he
could not accept the submission by

Defence Counsel Clarence Hughes

of Guvana that the law establishing
the court was unconstitutional.

The Supreme Court of Grenada

hallenge to Court’s

%
- N \ UNANNO

was set up by People’s Law No. 4 of
1979 promulgated by Bishop's left-
wing People’s Revolutionary Govern-
ment. y

The law stipulated thar the juris-

- COARD
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diction which was formerly exercised
by the West Indies Associated States
Supreme Court was now vested in
the new Supreme Court of Grenada
consisting of a high court and a courr
of appeal. g

Hughes had contended thar the
only courts validly recognised by the
Grenada Constitution — suspended
by the Bishop government, but since
reinstated, at least partially — were
those set up when the untry was
granted independence rom. Britain
on Febrary 7, 1974 3 &%

i @ ]
Nedd also tuled that although the
Constituti{
PRG the Queen remained Head of
-the Governor-General con-
e her representative on

*

The [;RG, he added, was clearly
ent on replacing the Constitution

legality dismissed

was. suspended by the

with a new one and referred to the
setting up of a commission shortly
before its downfall to draft a new

Constitution to  be submirted for

approval in a referendum.

He said that if the applicants had f
consisted only of PRG ministers the |
court would have dismissed the ap- !
plication out of hand as an abuse of |
process instead of rtaking so much |

time, :

The Chief Justice ordered that the |

applicants pay cost which should be
raxed. :

Hughes immediately served ﬁotice

that he would be appealing against |
the decision handed down by  the

court. .

The trial of the 19 resumes ‘to-

morrow at the specially built high |

court in Richmond Hill near ro the
main prisons. !
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GRENADA*S DEC. 3 GENERAL ELECT
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Which of the four Parties can be trusted ?

St. GEORGE’S, Grenada, Nov 28,
CANA

If the low turn out at party political
rallies is anything to go by, then with
only days remaining before the first
general election here in eight years,
Grenadians are still apathetic about
voting at this time.

For sure,there is a lot on people’s
minds: high unemployment, a decline
in the key agricultural sector, an
economy that’s generally in not too
good shape, national security and
uncertainty over the trial of 19 for-
mer military and political figures
charged with murdering Prime Min-
ister Maurice Bishop and several
others last year.

The key question perplexing the
50 000-strong electorate may well be
which of the four parties in the race
can be trusted to lead this troubled
Eastern Caribbean country back to
lasting peace and stability after the
political trauma of the last decade.

Of the four parties fielding a
record total of 52 candidates, the
acknowledged front runners are the
33-year-old rightwing Grenada Unit-
ed Labour Party (GULP) and the
centrist New National Party (NNP),
a three-group alliance formed only
last August.

The GULP, led by charismatic,au-
thoritarian former Prime Minister Sir
Eric Gairy, won the last poll in 1976,
taking nine of the 15 seats. but it was
this repressive regime that was oust-

{ed by the leftist opposition New

| Jewel Movement (NJM) in the Com-
monwealth Caribbean’s first military
coup less than three years later.

Unimpressed

Grenada’s first Chief Minister,
veteran politician Herbert Blaize is
leading the NNP, the party being
backed by most Eastern Caribbean
governments to form the next ad-
ministration here.

The other parties in the lineup are
the leftist Maurice Bishop patriotic
movement (MBPM),a new splinter
group of the NJM and the Christian
Democratic Labour Party (CDLP).

In the campaign so far it
debatable whether Grenadians

have been impressed by what the
parties are offering or what they
have been saying.

The GULP hasn’t been holding
many rallies it has concentrated on a
house-to-house approach and has
been promising to reconcile the po-
litically divided country, pursue a
Westminster style parliamentary de-
mocracy, seek to attract a permanent
US military base and to rename the
new airport if possible after US presi-
dent Ronald Reagan.

The NNP has among its priorities
a series a constitutional reforms to
make politicians more accountable
to the people. Blaize speaks of set-
ting up a system ‘Where elected rep-
resentatives could be “recalled”, of
limiting the term in office of the
Prime Minister to two consecutive
terms, presumably of five years each,
and of appointing an ombudsman.

The MBPM says if it formed the
government it would resume many
of the socialist policies and projects
of the former Bishop government,
and the CDLP, by fielding only six
candidates has automatically rele-
gated itself to a possible opposition
role after the election.

The campaign has been compli-
cated for the electorate by the pe-
ripheral charges and counter charges.
The NNP for instance has been
playing up the leftist leanings of the
MBPMand its links with the NJM,
which virtually self-destructed in the
1983 coup spearheaded by hardliners
in the party.

Unemployment

The MBPM on the other hand ac-
cuses its opponents of being pro-
Washington ’yes men’ and of being
financed by the Americans.

Ten years after gaining its
political independence from Brit-
ain, this mainly agricultural is-
land-nation is grappling with
unemployment estimated at 30
per cent and an economy that is
virtually being kept afloat by
substantial US financial assis-
tance, which in the 1984-85 fiscal
year amounts to 57.2 million dol-
lars

The largest slice of this--19 mil-
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lion dollars-- went towards comple-
tion of Grenada’s first international .
airport officially opened to commer-
cial traffic on Ooctober 28.

The Point Salines airport, built
with Cuban, American, Canadian and
British assistance,is expected to give
the country some of the lift it needs
to restore economic buoyancy, par-
ticularly in the tourism sector, the
second largest foreign currency earn-
er after agriculture.

The interim administration, in-
stalled a year ago to lay the ground-
work for a return to parliamentary
government after a bloody October
1983 military coup and subsequent
US-led invasion, has managed to
interest a range of foreign business-
men to invest in tourism here.

Tourism officials say agreements

- have actually been signed, but as yet
none of the promised hotels is off
the ground, an indication that entre-
preneurs too are awaiting the out-
come of the December 3 poll.

In fact despite government’s ef-
forts to give  the private sector a
greater role in' economic devel-
opment, few local or forelgn entre-

preneurs have been starting new -

ventures.

The interim administration has
also restructured the predominant
state sector investment code drawn
up by the NJM government, pre-
ferring one placing emphasis on pri-
vate sector activity, thus aligning
investment incentives with norms
accepted throughout the Eastern Ca-
ribbean.

Since the invasion, one of the few
new businesses set up here has been i

Ingles Industries Inc. a US i;rm spe- \%ﬂ

en toys and Christmas o or
export mainly to thq;ﬁm
ket.

The project ns"&cmg Oupportcd by
the US government-funded Overseas
Private _ Investment Corporation
(opic) which Washmgton regards as a
key agency for encouraging american
businesses to invest in developing
countries.

OPIC provides insurance against
losses from certain political risks,
loan guarantees, direct loans to small

cialising in the productio % -@good-
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businesses and cooperatives and a
range of pre-investment programmes
including funding for feasibility stud-
ies.

Under the Gairy regime, OPIC
provided investment insurance for
continental grains in a flour and feed
mill joint venture. However, the
corporation’s programmes were sus-
pended from mid-1980 to last No-
vember under the PRG.

In anticipation of the returm to
parliamentary government here the
Governor General sir Paul Scoon has
reinstated several sections of the
Constitution, which was suspended
under NJM rule.

American troops

These relate to the protection of
persons detained under emergency
laws, the position of the Governor
General himself, parliament, the ex-
ecutive,. the public service and cit-
izenship, among others.

Grenada has also used the last
year to restore its police force, deem-
phasised by the previous government
in favour of a strong army.

Just under 250 American
troops and about 450 soldiers
and policemen from the seven
CARICOM countries which
backed the US invasion last year

are still on pcacgkeeping duty

here.

lnformed ‘sources here say a fur-
ther 250 Caribbean policemen are
?my, flown in to bolster security
ugge *Ctlg time.

W m diplomats here are anx-

see the return of stable
@éfacy in Grenada.and against
background of the previous ex-
cesses of the GULP - censured by an
official commission of enquiry some
years ago for brutality against its
political opponents - and the MBPM
forerunner, the NJM, The favourites
are Blaize and his NNP. .

Ironically the GULP leader, Sir
Eric is not among the candidates for
Mondays poll. But he concedes that
should his party win he will be the
best man to lead Grenada.

“There is no other,” he told one
visiting newsman here recently.

\‘.\cSc,
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The period 1970 to 1983 in Grenada
has been seen as the period of the worst
manifestations of violations of human
gights of citizens in the Commonwealth

Garibbean. These violations took place in
Grenada under the Gairy government and |

the Bishop regime. This conclusion was
réached in a study authored by a former
or tutor in Law at the Norman Man-
My Law School, Mr. Donald Trotman,
apd a Grenadian lawyer practising in Ja-
tﬁ.‘néﬁ Mr. Keith Friday.

lﬂ a study of human rights in Grenada
in the period 1970 to 1984, the authors
found thar “both the Gairy Government
and the Bishop regime made a mockery of
the 1974 Constitution of Grenada with its
entrenched provisions for the guaranteed
protection of fundamental human rights
and freedoms; the one by disdaintully
ignoring it, the other by arbitrarily abro-
gating it.”

P -

“The studv was commissioned by the
acwly formed Bustamante
Public and International Affairs, and was
¢onducted in February this vear when
borh Mr. Trotman and Mr. Pndav visited
Grenada and interviewed scores of people
of all political stripes in the country, and
studied the many documents found after
the US invasion of Grenada in November
last vear.

Tiw authors, e their study which 1
bcmg published by the Bustamante lnsn«
wie of Public and International Affairs
within the next few weeks, indicated that
while recognising that the period under
the People’s Revolutionary Government of
M. Bishop demanded special and immedi-
ate examination, they were of the opinton
that proper asseéssment of the events of
that period could not be made by viewing
them in isolation. They said that they had
€0 be seen contextual relationship to what
otcarred @ the preceding vears of the
Garv government and o what has hap-
pened subsequendy «n the contemporary
administration of the laterim  Advisory
Councdd set ap by Sir Paul Scoon, the
Goveraor General.

Hmcc, the survey attempred to strad-
dle chree periods: 1970 w0 March 13,
1979, the Gairy period; March 13, 1979 o0
Qctober 25, 1983, the Bishop period; and
October "25, 1983 w0 April 1984, the
period under the lnterim Advisory Coun-
al.

\ The survey of civil and political rights
and treedoms was done covering a pum-
ber of areas: freedom of association and
assembly, treedom of religion  and
worship, treedom of thought and express-
on, the right 10 security of the person and
to personal liberty, dhe nght o protection
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from the arbitrary deprivation of property,
human rights and the administration of
justice and the right of citizens to partici-

pate in government. .

In their concluding statement, the au-
thors said that Grenadians had become a
people whose human and democratic
rights had disintegrated and disappeared
during the decade under Gairy and Bishop,
either by repression and sustained viola-
tion or simply by desuetude, that is, by
absence of usage. “Regretrably,” says the
authors, the “incumbent Advisory Council
continues to maintain much of the struc-
ture and apparatus which gave strength
and purported legality to thé evil forces of
the preceding two Grenadian govern-
ments, that is, of Gairy and of Bishop. In
particular, people’s laws negativing the
bulk of the Constitution remain un-
touched; the fundamental rights and provi-
sions of the Constitution still stand sus-
pended, the infamous terrorism
(prevention Law) is intact and even being
used by the Advisory Council; preventive
detention continues to be practised in the
absence of a State of Emergency. The
People’s Revolutionary Government, or
many of its. members, may be dead or
detained, but its laws still rule Grenadians
trom the grave or from the prison. In all
the circumstances of the past decade, it is
not surprising that Grenada has not ran-
fied a single human rights instrument of

< the United Nations.
E

“Preservauon of the fundamental rights
of a free nations people is not sustained by
accidents or by the occasional outcry of a
courageous few; but by constant vigilance
of all its citizens against any infringement
by anyone of any of these rights, and by
constantly observing, in practice, the
words that Theophilus Marryshow so
often used: “The night alone is right; the
wrong is always wrong.” p

The authors set out the vast number of
estates which were compulsonlv acquired
by the Gairy government in the period
1974 10 1979 without adequare compensa-
von, and similarly a long list of property
compulsorily acquired under the Bishop
Government of 1979 w0 1983 without
compensation.

An example of the violation of human
rights is given in the case of the Rastafan-
ans by the survey. It is pointed out that
during the last five years of the Gairy
government the Rastafarian sect increased
in numbers and became openly demon-
strative of their beliefs and hifestyles. Gairy
reacted toughly against them by using his
Mongoose Gang to harass and bruralise
them, as well as by rigidly enforcing the
provisions of the Dangerous Drugs legis-
lation to deal with the possession and

Neos
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smoking of ganja among them. The au-
thors point out that when Bishop's New
Jewel Movement seized power on March
13, 1979 Rastafarians came out in great
support of them and the Revolution.
Many of them joined the People’s Revolu-
tionary Army and took up arms in spite of
their peace and love philosophy. But as
the Bishop regime developed, the Rasrafa-
rians and the Bishop people began to have
disagreements.

In the early Revolutuon days, Prime
Minister Bishop had been reported to
have publicly promised to repeal all laws
prohibiting the smoking of ganja and rto
have declared the smoking of it as a basic
human right. So in the carly days, Rastafa-
rians were to be seen puffing ganja smoke
in the faces of policemen and claiming
freedom to do so. Bur later, after rthe
Bishop top members and the Cuban ofti-
cials strongly protested against manifesta-
won of such freedom, the police were
given orders to arrest all, including Rasta-
tarians, who possessed and smoked ganja,
and we quote from the report: “When one
Bruno, a leading revolutionary and radio
announcer on Radio Free Grenada under
Bishop, complained on the air that the
police were violaung the democratic right
to smoke ganja, he was promptly tired
from his job by PRG Minister, Phyllis
Coard. Shortly after he was killed in a
motorcar accident under circumstances
which gave rise to gravest suspicions of
the occurrence.”

Police arrests continued and increased,
a significant number of Rastafarians were
rounded up and joined the ranks of detai-
nees without trial.

Under Section 9 of the 1974 Constitu-
tion of Grenada, freedom of religion,
religious belief, religious ceremony, rehi-
gious worship and religious instruction are
guaranteed protection, under faw, but this
was denied the Rastatanans.

The authors report also the harras-
sment of denominations, the Bishop gov-
ernment closed down the Roman Catholic
paper, Catholic Focus, after only its first
issue, the building m which 1ts offices
were located was also commandeered for
government use. In 1982 a Merthodist
minister who had chosen not to conduct
funeral service for an activistot the Bishop
party on a Sunday was unceremoniously
deported from Grenada. Under the Gairy
government the main tradinonal denomi-
nations enjoyved unimpeded freedom. Ga-
iry himself was a devour Roman Catholic
and an established practising member of
the Rosicrucian Order. The non-tradition-
al denominations and revivalist sects tHou-

rished under Gairy and large numbers of

their followers were among his ardent
political supporters.
The survey by Messrs. Trotman and

Friday will be released ofticially later in

the vear, the Gleaner understands.

THE DAILY GLEANER, FRIDAY, NOV

13 years of human rights
. violations in Grenada
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‘Grenada parfies in
ideology row

ST. GEORGE’S,
Nov. 23, (CANA)

The political lefe and
the moderates in Grena-
da are caughtup in a
verbal row over ideology
and foreign allegiance,
as campaigning heats up
for the first general elec
tion here in eight years.

The leftistss, who
took power in a 1979
coup and lost it after
bitter in-fighting that led
to a 1983 U.S.-led inva-
sion, have described the
moderates as “mimic
- men” who take their
. orders from Washing-
ton

\\W. 26, “%Zﬁ
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. The centrists on the
other hand have dubbed
the left wingers traitors
and people who have to
await instructions from
the Communist lead
ership in Moscow an
Havana. :
The active left here is
essentially the Maurice
Bishop Patriotic
Movement (MBPM), a
splinter group from slain
Prime Minister Bishop’s
New Jewel Movement
(NJM), and the moder
ates in the controversy
come from a three party
alliance called the New
National Party (NNP)
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GRENADA

Grenadians in a week or so will trek to
polling stations across the rugged terrain to elect
15 Members of Parliament. The election under
normal circumstances would hardly attract
much attention outside of the eastern Caribbe-
an, but since the coup of 1979 things have
changed.

Developments last October which led to the United
States invasion of the country and the ouster of the short-
lived military government of General Hudson Austin, have
ensured that whatever happens in that Spice Island is
closely scrutinised by the international community.

The United' States and her Caribbean colleagues, Jamaica
included, have informed the world that one of their aims would
be the return of the country to democratic rule.

The euphoria that followed the invasion has naturally sub-
sided and Grenadians are now taking a harsh look at life and the
realities that go with it.

Initially, the reaction was that with the trauma that people
went through, they should not be subjected to elections which
some say would only serve to further divide the country and
prolong the healing process. The occupational powers however
pushed for the election and with help from the international
community, everything is in place for the December elections.

Confused state

The confused state of Grenadian politics which is very much
personalised saw the squabbling among various factions as the
fight for recognition grew. Eventually, a moderate coalition was
hurriedly patched together under pressure from some of the
invading islands, Barbados, St. Vincent and Dominica included.

The flurry was of course due to the return of former Prime
Minister Eric Gairy who despite stating clearly that he had no
intention of personally contesting the polls, left no doubt in
anyone’s mind as to his role in Grenadian politics should his
Grenada United Labour Party (GULP), win the election.

Window on the world

ELECTIONS IN
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by
Vincent Tulloch

And that is where the rub comes in. The United States and
Jamaica among other states are running scared at the prospéct of
a GULP trlumph which seems almost foregone. Yer, here in
Jamaica there is one set of political pundits who would love
nothing more than a Gairy victory. f

The communist Workers Party of Jamaica (WPJ]) has evety‘
reason to support Gairy. Naturally. it will be a little awkward for
the WPJ to explain its strange alliance but with its long-term
interests at stake it must play its card in this game. The long and
short of it is that the election of the Gairy faction means the
return to conditions of pre-coup years of the late seventies. It
will be only a matter of time before Gairy shows his hand in his
quest for revenge.

Much concern

The WPJ here knows that that will be the best thmg that
could happen to Grenada since the:U.S.-led invasion. ~ :~ -7, ¢

On the other hand, there is much concern in Washingt'on as:
the prospect of Gairy returning to power. My information is that
the United States has made it known that the election of GULP.
candidates to form the government could see a- drasuc cut in ald
to that country. i ;

The United States pumps millions of dollars into the country
and a withdrawal or suspension could severely mhlbn dcvel-
opments there. :

It was natural then for the United States to react SWIftly to
claims by Gairy that he has the support of the White House
thegefore Grenadians should vote GULP.

.

The outcome of that election is not likely to solve much il
the early trends that have been noticed continue. Yet, according,
to reports from the island a week or so ago, the coalition party,
appears to be ‘gaining ground on GULP and the left- leanm&
remnants of the New Jewel Movement.

Election night reports will be followed with intérest in
Washington, here in Kingston at Hope Road/Montrose Road
and Lady Musgrave Road with keen interest. GULP’s mumph
will be celebrated at Lady Musgrave Road and damned in othen
quarters.



Nb./. &l 19




	GRENADA0001
	GRENADA0002
	GRENADA0003
	GRENADA0004
	GRENADA0005
	GRENADA0006
	GRENADA0007
	GRENADA0008
	GRENADA0009
	GRENADA0010
	GRENADA0011
	GRENADA0012
	GRENADA0013
	GRENADA0014
	GRENADA0015
	GRENADA0016
	GRENADA0017
	GRENADA0018
	GRENADA0019
	GRENADA0020
	GRENADA0021



