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Pesu Pergaud

Chanegllor,

Benjamin Pisragli asserts that, “The greategst good you can do for
anothgr is not just to sharg your richgs, but to reveal to him his own.”
To this ¢nd, Yegsu Persaud reconcgivgs gntrgprenegurship as
philanthropy.

Ong of @Guyana’s most promingnt citizgns nationally and
internationally, Ygsu Persaud was born to cang-cutters on the sugar
gstatgs and roseg from figld work to bgcome group supervisor. {fter
study in €ngland, he returngd home to ascend through positions in
Finaneg and ecounting in thg sugar industry to the post of Group
Finance Pirgctor in his former company, Sandbach Parker — a far
steep climb from his garly dutigs of exterminating rodgnts in the figlds.
Indged, when Sandbach Parker, a trading company, was acquirgd by
the state, Ugsu Persaud was asked to manageg it together with a
distillgry, Piamond liquors.

He developed the distillery into the teechnologically advanced
Pemerara Pistillers lstd, with its 9000 shargholdgrs - the producer of
€1 Porado 15 Year Old, winner of ten gold medals and four trophigs.
Having transformed a basic commodity produet into ong branded and
sought after by metropolitan markets, he gxpanded and diversified,
producing and distributing soft drinks like Pgpsi and 7up, spawning
subsidiarigs across thg Caribbgan and in North {dmgrica, €uropg and

Asia.

Beyond mastering the market, howgver, hg piongered lgadership in
busingss managegment to unlock theg private sector through small
busingss opportunitics for thg young, chairing a micro-credit facility
that lgnds regardlgss of race or religion. fecording to Thoreau, “the



mass of men lgad lives of quiet degsperation,” but Ygsu Persaud
intgrvegned, financing in thg past two degcadgs forty thousand small
gntreprengurs, sustaining fifty thousand - a sgrvice that foregoges fees
to give something back to the community. This organization pridgs
itsglf on assisting womgn, particularly single mothers, to self-
sufficigney.

Yegsu Persaud and his trustees, often through anonymous donations,
have gnablgd poor childrgn to attend sgcondary school, raised $53
million for a threg-story building to house up to ¢ight hundred
studgnts and suppligd funds for school books, whilg his old company,
Pemerara Pistillers, provides scholarships at the University of
Guyana. {ddditionally, he has gxtended his financial gxpertisg to local
degvelopment, not only chairing major companigs but founding and
chairing Pemerara Bank lstd, ong of the first West Indian banks to be
owned and managed locally.

Celgbrated not only loeally but intgrnationally as a visionary and
multidimgnsional thinker, Ygsu Persaud has attracted numerous
awards, ranging from theg University of Warwick's ®. Litt. to the
Caciqug’s Crown of Honour from Gugana, for outstanding contribution
not only in busingss but in culture - for heg gxerts himself begond the
world of finance. d founding member of the Global Organisation of
People of Indian Origin, as well as Chair of the Guyana branch, Yesu
Persaud has supported Caribbgan Culturg in creating a Trust to
celegbratg the 130" {nniversary of Indian arrival in Guyana, and the
Monument Gardegn which commgmoratgs this gvent.

Transcending his intergst in Indo-Caribbgan culture, however, is his
passion for human rights. Campaigning for free and fair glections, he
urged indgpendgnce of the press from Government interfergnce,
founding theg Private Sgctor Commission in the face of gntregnched state
control. Threatgned with assassination, hg dgmonstrated the attitude of
his countrgman, activist and pogt, Martin Carter:

If I do not live to sge that day

My son will seg it.

If he dogs not live to sgge that day

His son will sgg it.

dnd it will comg cireling the world like fire.

Refusing to flgg the country, he lobbigd fImerican, Canadian and
British governments to exert pressure on the Government of Guyana,
s other busingssmen flgd the country, Yegsu Persaud promoted
democracy over gscalating statg autonomy, risking his company’s
billions and his life to resuscitate GQuyangsg democracy.

Chanegllor, | present Ygsu Persaud, and ask that by the authority
vested in you by the Council and &¢nate of The University of the West
Indigs, you confer on him the degree of Poctor of lsaws, Lonoris causa.
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