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Dear Peter, 

I'5i ddl e House , 
Burwa sh Hall , 
Victoria College , 
89 Charles St reet lest , 
Toronto,Ontario , 
Canada . 

6 September I96I 

It was a gr eat plea sure travell ing with you to 111rinidad 
and I enjoyed our evening at Piarco . 

I enclose an article about the B. G. elections which you 
might like t o u r e for the economist . It is writt en in ret rospect 
so that t h e time lag shoul d not mat t er. Later on I 'll do s omething 
about that ot her sug=estion of mine about ,/est Indi an attitudes. 

I hope all goes wel l with you. L.a.ybe one day we shal l meet 
in J a::naica . 

Peter Abrahams Esq. , 
Th e Economist, 
I 64 Harbour Street , 
Kingston, 
Jamai ca , 
·, est Indies . 

Yours s i ncerel y , 
..,.~ 

~~ 
Guy Ar nold 

. . 



THE BRITISH GUIANA ELECTIONS I N RETROSP:ECT 

........ Guy Ar nold 

Looking back a t the British Gui ana elections and t heir result 

it is poss ible to learn several i mportant lessons. Firstl y , the 

attitude of t h e over seas pr ess : i n al most every case it displ ayed 

an i gnorence of Gu i anese condi tions, a t least in terms of t hought 

if not of f act; and it assess ed the outcome oniy fnom the viewpoint 

of the West,of Britain or the United States,never of Brit ish Guiana 

itself. Secondl y , the r esult gives some f a irly clea r indicat i ons as 

to likely Gu i anese trends i n t he immediate future,includi ng rel ations 

with t he West Indies Federation. Thirdl y ,it ought to make t he West 

give serious thought to both its policy towar ds emergent nations 

and its rea sons for giving a i d . 

Despite a few i nci dents and some rumours of t he troubles t hat 

were likely to occur the elections were quiet and orderly. I ndeed 

the Gui anese have a rig4t to be proud of t he t h ird election in 

their history for t h ey showed a politica l awareness and sen s e of 

responsibility that many democr.atic nations woul d do well t o 

i mitate . The turnout at t h e polls averaged 89%; at no constit uency 

did l ess than 84% of the voters tur n out ; at some ,as many a s 95%; 

in s ome cases 500/4 of t he votes had already b een cast by 9 a . m. 

The moderation shown in t h e s tatements of the three l eaders of the 

contending parties, after results were knovr~give every promise t hat 

British Guiana can evolve a democra t ic system of her ovm. , 
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In British Gui ana three t h i ngs have emer ged f rom t he electi on: 

f i r stly, the r acia l divisions; secondly, that co!D..!!:u.nism is not a 

major issue; and,thirdl y , that Dr . Jagan and t he People ' s Progres s ive 

Par ty are the only likely gov ernment for some time to come . 

The P . P. P . had the a lmost solid ba cking of the East I ndi a n 

Communi ty who represent 50% of the t ota l popul at i on. The P . N. C. 

drew their support from the African commu.nity , about 35% of the 

population while t he United Force support was composed of Eur opean, 

~ortuguesex and Ch inese a s well a s light-coloureds. The Africans in 

particular stressed t h e r a cial i s sue because t hey fear that t he mor e 

r apidly i ncreasing Ea st I ndians will swamp them. As long a s r a ce 

remains a dominant factor in elections it is c ~ea r t hat t he PPP 
-will wi n . What must a l s o be fac ed by the minority groups in ~ritish 

Gui ana is that t he country is going to be a predomi nantly ndian 

country. If the Af rican and white m!hnor i ties do not wish i n the 

future t o become second class cit i zens , t hen t h ey must ensure t hat 

they can compete eff ectively wit h the Indi an with t h eir contributions 

to thex economy and running of the country. 

Communism was more of a n i ssue wi th the overseas press than 

with the Guianese a lthough !eter D'Agui a r and t h e United ~•orce 

used t he communist b ogey to attack Jagan. This was both f ool ish and 

irrespons i bl e . Few of the more i ntel i~ent res i dents of bri~ish 

Guiana , whether Guianese or ex-patriate subscribe t o t he theory 

that Jagan is a communist,although t hey admit that he has communists 

and communist sympat hisers among his f ol 4ower s . Unfortu.nately , far 
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too many overseas comment at ors tal k ed i n terms of t h e communist 

t hreat to South America and t h e poss ibilit i es of Jagan b ecoming 

amother Castro without ever r eally t hinking in terms of the country 

they were discus s ing. 

Dr . Jagan i s certa inly a left vring socialist . The policy he 

advocates is one of increasi~ state direction and control while 

pursuing a course of neutralism within the Commonweal th. What most 

American and s ome Brit i sh observers f a iled to appreciate was that 

such a policy is a lmos t certainl y the best pos sibl e for British 

Gui ana at the present stage of its development . For a poor and 

underdeveloped country whi ch lacks both resources and technical 

skills socialism i s likel y to b e the most efficient answer. If the 

best advances a re to b e made as quickl y as poss ible the state must 

be i n the position to direct where t hese should b e. 1 1or is it to 

Dr itish Gu i ana 's advantage to a l i gn i t self wi th t h e Vest ; r ather, 

a policy of neutralism i s t h e on l y one that will enable the 

Guianese voice to b e h eard at al l . Aid must be given because it is 

needed and not i n any att empt t o buy Gui anese sup · ort f or .~estern 

policies . 

It is t h e hope of the Federa tion of the West I ndies that 

British Guiana will b ecome a member . This would seem most unlikel y , 

at l east for the t i me b eing . Firstl y ,British Gui ana is the only 

Ca ribb ean t erritory wit h an Ea st Indian majority; a s part of the 

Federa tion t he Indians woul d b ecome a small minority. After the 

raci al b i tterness of t h e election it will be so3~ t i me b efore t h e 

Indi ans will consider such a change . Secondl y ,the P . P . P . wil l want 
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t6 exercise t heir power untr amell ed by any Federa l links, a tx least 

until t hey have negotiated complete indep endence; mor eover, as an 
I 

independent ter r itory, British Guiana will b e in a stronger position 
~ 

t o pg seek outside a id. Thirdly,the question of accepting i mmi gr ants 

f rom t h e Federa tion will b e ea sier to avoid as long a s they remain 

outside. This is pa rticularly important from t he point of view of 

t he P . P . P . since West Indian i mmi gr ants would nearly all b e Afri can 

and this would up s et t h e r acial balance in British Guiana t o t h e 

detriment of t h e Ea.st I ndian. Fr om t h e Guian ese viewpoint t h e ad­

vant a ges of j oining t he Fed era tion are, a t t h e moment,doubt f ul , and 

unless some very strong inducements are produc ed British Gu i ana is 

likel y t o r emain outside for some time t o come . 

More i mportant t han any of t h e fo r egoing is , p er haps, a lesson 

for t h e west . Emer gent nations must not b e r egar ded a s potent i al 

Cold Wa r pa r t ners; t he attempt must b e made to l ook at i ndep endence 

f rom the new nati on' s point of v i ew. For i ts own sak e t he ~est must 

cea s e s eei ng everythi ng i n bla ck and white. New nations have t he 

right t o choos e s ocial ism and neu t r a l ism and t hey shoul d b e left to 

do s o wi t hout pr essure . Aid , when i t i s giv en,must be given because 

it is n eeded and not a s a b ribe to secure allegi ance. 
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